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Assam
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OFFICIAL REPORT
WINTER SESSION
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The 16th December, 1970.

Proceedings of The Tenth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the
Fourth General Elections under the Sovereign

Democratic Republican Constitution
of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A.M. on Wednesday, the 16th December, 1970

PRESENT
Shri Mohi Kanta Das, M. A., B.L., Speaker, in the Chair,
13 (Thirteen) Ministers, 7 (Seven) Ministers of State, 2 (Two)
Deputy Minister and 74 ( Seventyfour ) members,



STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

( To which oral answers were given )

Further Supplementaries to starred Question No, 131 replied
on 15tn December 1970 re : The Post of Joirt D.P.I.
and Secretary, State Bozrd of Education.

M. Shamsul Huda: =& W B T FAAA @ (@ Sifard
Selection t2fae wi® cefoml Appointment tzfemr s il join
Q0 9

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi s <305 w3 Tl Aiferan, 72 A
1Tl (R3b1E (erzi Selection (gfem fUIERA AT SRS 5T Sl
Appointment 2z $33° b gl Az |

M. Shamsul Huda : Selection 3 “15® it Ty 7 = ?
Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : T2 (FEiTdE (T Savd  HAd
fupgas  Selection (zrz =f® . 339° 5N sigarate  Appointment
=z |

M. Shamsul Huda : Joint D.P.I. post (51 e fast <ffe #fq
=itfes 9

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripthi : #9993 5% 549 44l st
s99e |

M. Shamsul Huda : 2 faw fog «ife «if4 aifeq sonal 2= 7 =1
@3 > 389 7y AifF AR «tfed 9

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : «f2 3333 «ife1 (3 =iffee |
M. Samsul Huda : «& w2\ #i5l (3% @ faml faststg f{fes Av©

faratsta =faee i fAeisa @ Educational Rull A2 o A
Appointment, promotion =ifes Ttal (207 92 T HAFI FITAC ?

k]
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Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : =3 feifig == wrea] |

Re : Shifting of Capital
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :

156. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is alive to the persisent demand
for shifting of the Capital immediately to a central place in
the plains of Assam, made for years by the entire people of

Assam as voiced through the press, the platform and through
the legislature itself ?

(b) If so, whether Government has taken a final decision op
this issue ?

(c) If the reply is in the affirmative, what are the steps

Government has so far taken to implement their decision 2

(d) Whether Government has constituted any expert Com-
mittee to select a. suitable site for the capital and jf so

whether. the expert Committee has submitted its report s
Government ?

(¢) If so, what are the recommendations

® ittee ? o the expert
ommittec !

(f) Whether Government of Assam has submitted g scheme
costing Rs. 35 crores to the Government of India for shiftine
of the State’s capital to the Plains ? 2
(2) If so, whether Government of India has agreed to this
proposal ¢

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi ( Minister Finance ) re

phed 2
156. (a)—Yes.
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(b), (c), (d)%(e) —An O Ficial Committes consisting of Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Revenue Secretary, Chief Engineer
and Secretary, P. W.D. (R.and B.) of State Government
and Additional Chief Planner, Town and Country Planning
Organisation, Government of India has since been set up

to recommend suitable sites for the Capital. The report of
the Committee is awaited.

(f) —No.

(g)—Does not arise.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May Iknow whether any site

has so far been selected provisionally or whether any recom-

mendation in respect of site has been made by the Expert

Committee ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : No provisional selection

of site has been made.

Shri M. A. Musawwir Chaudhury : What are the factors
which have been taken into consideration for selccting the

site ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : We have requested the

Committee set up by the Government to look into the

following :
(1) The site should have a compact are

acres of land avoiding cultivable land.
itable for construction

a of 3000 or more

(2) In case of hilly tracts are as su
purposes should be considered.

(3) Matters relating to construction of toad, laying of water-
supply and power as also other infra-structure should be

{16th Dec.
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taken into consideration and

(5) Rough estimate of the cost involved.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether any time limit has

been given to the Expert Committee to submit the report
to the Government ? Is so, when ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : We have not given any
time limit, but we have asked them to do it as quickly
as possible.

Shri Kehoram Hazarika : 53 3@ stzivas =g @2tb) 3 Sif«d
Jfisl @ WS State Selcction committee § #5i® ©iI® HIFI€
% gw chief planning officer =ifzfgm cerare  famwitres  It=aItA
S oiF z3 A TS @FiH FRfeE @2 I 5IINE A ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : @3 39| %3 @« =2 |

Shri Devkanta Borooah: @3 sy zar 728 7

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : (stx w2 78 @ w13 |

Shri Hiralal Patwary : @ szivgs =gl a8 @3 39 &g
fApiRral (1 CUAT (A +Nse emag (eionf@s caeies Implicate
sR9 IR WE @ A wgAl{ wmE @ee 9w3 s
@ @2 @FT INE  CPWA 5ATE wEE siEcd ®F7F 9 f«mits
(Voices)
53 Seriously t=tsl (e Triegs| SfA [FRe) T2 (FUE (IR
4| fFETHe ASARFEAT @ IFAR - I SN @A At
s R SR 999 1 (SeYES A @REh fewere fefpa

fafeq ~izie Siffd 79 IR =91 oAl cowgm =aAh - seEiE
el I 1

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi @ sy H2 9 =N tate
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< 7] e R SRGE SrewAl [T T3
(Voices)

Shri Shamsul Huda : «2 =i #éita 3 sa=ica €c51 'Expert =l
o5a wlafem oz sffbrr 2feaay coémaa Report wifde <2 ?
Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : @2 9 72 AtEical |

Shri Shamsul Huda : sasita <261 439 s A 299 Report
wifdm wfacme w12 2 ‘

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen : Sir, it appears that the Govern-
ment has taken the decision to make some peace-meal
shifting of some offices of the Government to some place in
Gauhati. May I know whether the Government considered
the plight and sufferings of its employees, which has been
caused to them due such shifting before making any perma-
nent and suitable arrangements for the employees ? AS for
instance, the employees of the E & D have been residing
in the office premises and sleeping on the tables and are
having their cooking arrangements in the office verandah.
If somebody goes there théy will find that cloths are hung
in the office campus. So may I suuggest and submit to
the Government that before making such peace-meal shifting
of offices they should make proper and suitable arrangement
for the emploeeys ? Will the Government therefore take

the trouble or a little bit of prudence in considering the
plight of their employees. before making such peace-meal

shifting .of offices to Gauhati ?
Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : We are, therefore, trying

to expedite the decision of the shifting of the capital and
the arrangements by which the shifting can be done.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, from the statement made
by the Minister, Finance it appears that the Government
has partly decided to shift the Capital but the reply to my
question at (f) & (d) is ‘no>. May I know from the Chief
Minister, since Meghalaya is the creation of the Government
of India, who have now decided to make it a full-fleaged
State, why the Government of India will not bear the
entire expenditure for building up a new capital in the
plains and what definite steps have so far been taken by
the Government of Assam to have this demand fulfilled
by the Govt. of India.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi: The hon.member will seo
from my reply that the fifth item of reference to the
Committee is to give a rough estimate of the cost involved,
We are convinced that 35 crores. is too inadequate for the
prupose. We have asked the Committee to tell us what
is our actual requirement,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether the Government of
India committed to the Government of Assam that they
would bear the entire expenditure.

Shri Kamakhya Prosad Tripathi : The Government of India
said that the matter would be sympathetically eonsided.

Mr. Speaker : I find there are there questions regarding
shifting of the capital. Tt would, therefore, be convenient
if they are taken up together, So, I would ask the Finance
Minister to reply to questions 157 and 158.
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Re: Shifting of Capital

HArAfaea 94z ZiAes ¢

#3¢q | AHATE AT WM I AZ zfx HAA— £
() =ims afoetl gam femed #i SogiE foEl (@RAER (I

@ TR SarEEA giAEfe S9iE EEl @l e @1 -

(2) «& gl Fam s o Z faaca feaen @4l torm wE T

fo g gus <4l Ofoe 3@ o *
T@”c@ q| A %ﬁ@ 315"!3117%
rtres  wAle ({6

g

(o) =T @ElAl EAEES =fzata1 ¥
ifsgl aEAA Aers AT AEI ACO

&5 Z90A 7
(@) o At faiel W2 3 wers s e fafzs ©id
Aol #fa argarTees e =i3izets  f4fze % e af®

¢eifal 230 7

PR G T AT——

(8) afi @2 =) 7Aoww@ fAEoal Tt 2@ SR saoiag Wi w9,

(erg Age B BfAg A SE atmaiR) Bea Sweer A TR
=7 fagAisia foaa cstEmaiie @3 agar ASE Fo $B 3@ m- o |
#ra fAcava FRA 9 '

R

@Tﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ &AM 1:—‘19’71%[ (ﬁ"é?iﬁ) rq 54 ﬁ—r-cg : :

seal (3)—7gA sfeura mEm fida wfRde Swg fEi R 'i
e BfeTAT S15H F9 (ZE | J

() —eis S wql Faafmre e wAy RE2 R @fs T 3
ot o w
<1t SR (o8 e cAsieT wifia R Fr o

e

(5) wrw cifics (3 et e 7 wrolfie A @ o = #(ford |
() oetdl e Wfadted FlEgmon Aol A5 qifs =i 14 T0
faasel FEF1 Afe wAifwe A AArES W frq =fee |

R 1 S S T
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(o) “ifzieal wi%s  SRye A O AR 12 ABAS WA 7Els

VAZM[ 27 71E A2 [RaE sifF-wi[ o9 arfee

(8) FABA fdra, AtN-rarsi, Fg-«fe w«Iaiz @iffa gl =it

S SreiESld sigt-eiag [y fReem wearearst fws A

() =i (D) —afeatdl gAiEke ofF Agne @ [FEe @S

4f4 Wf43 A [Rawe Aweme [Ess 39 29|

(o)—=isai@ia =i (w98 sfafy aferawa [Eeal @€z 64wl @3

Rl e wewd [Reaki Hae sfe | '
Re : Shifting of Capital

Esry st AR s

*3¢v| AAAT JATF] AW oAz IR GAAA

(%) fArte =@l SR AT BArged A9E (@R G ?

(%) =Fa IR 91T qEATe B B FE08 7

(o) FEATN BIAST =9 oimw wfagn ooa9 L GO PERE T

SitwE R T W tEe sewieg 9iF Coripa CaUElE ?

St @i NS (Fend) @ Seq ez e

sewl (F)—3TAN BN wfkata seona SfoTy FH@ @ o

T A 212 T2 AEF pawicy e w9 &f€E |

(@)—=ga AT B «@fogte fada gzl w02 |

(sN—arzs =T PE-TE A SfewiAg] [FOd G3FE I smars
27 |

‘Shri Atul Chandra Goswami : @3 @RI A3 SR s

Gl @[z 12 IR0 AmAsas atn wifd SiE A
Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi: 2 =isice =ifo fwfeci Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Mallick, Revenue Secretary, Chief
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Engineer & Secretary P.W.D. (R & B) Additional Chief

Planner, Town and country Planning, organisation govt, of
India.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika : @3 zfifts wgmssa 7w (@ta @i =iz
7l =ifes FeEE ¢

M. Shamsul Huda : Cabinet Sub-committee © (& (FI
=ifgs || =% cabinet sub-committee 4 vacancy (I fill-up
Zf4 ¢

Shri Kamé.khya Prasad Tripathi : ‘«wz Cabinet Sub-commi-
ttee ® Financc Minister, Revenue Minister, Forest Minister
Transport Minister, sije T.A.D. Minister =i{za |

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami : «fegl Revenue Minister @
sweylst FfE0s | sifers  Revenue Minister 3 G GAIGIEL
Minister « Yofiffs @i zowq w29 ¢ A% A cgEl AL G
w118 fomie eifefifiy w3 @Al 9B TWie 34 29l 7

Shri Soneswar Bora : =i+ wzWd, «¥ TG @A AE (A
A T s @, @, @ e T aal i efefify zare
czral aME, A o9 q@l A, @, A, @ AT [ IR F4l
CIER

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : Cabinet Sub-Committee (51
TET A S5 w5 arg |

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma: = wziva, =2 bl Ffd
fIE @, @im srey q@a) Ao A WA @@E A I1R
AMS 2 T WA 517 aAnsr 1 swatan 22 farid Awen gfi et
ST FHIES 7w f5 & fofes afmafdl 2@ 74 21 %
SAMB! BRI A 3fq et | o e TAERIET FA, <
W9E], A2 @t R, wie 21345, R AAWe AT <w

w5

sl o o S
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<91 74, AR IS OfF 27 WA 2TI—529E Foie @3 Flo-
A1 sife Tor A% 3R Aol | aifers ArmAINGT WS IR
©I, Al FRE A A5 BT+ o9 AT 19 SR/ 2

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : wafg #wss  ffaare =
(et izfmie. Infastructure ws mzx | sifece siween 0 Segom
Flzata oo @Rl (As |

Shri Hiralal Patwary : wifs feadt ciediw@ @iz (7 s[5
A 2faq1 - B wifm yferel @, R enfe BZEE wfwsey
SfAs w@w: (ou9 A T Aizq SIREE ASEE w4 SR AbiE 9
afite Saeial GfSTCATT IA| =Wt zfal A1% | (o574 Bar libray
BF THEL I AEU S T (2 (7, AT 9T 9
Sfaqter ztem TeATE FANe fage wE7 Afei | @ @ e
(T 54l faca FRAe F (97 GREN (SEYS SNE | sifels

(SE7FA TN BAB[EE s[acq wwq 7

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : sam w2 (e e
Flatg O/ B AT R FEGLT sy A | wWE (OSENT  GR0G
fqrzel <=3 |

Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha : 53 TR SCaliEd Al STRE TSI @
A BTN 29T AN 'S wifgn, e Wi ik ISR TSICHy
553 1( {03671 FEAA 7

Shri Kamakhya Prasad ‘Tripathi: fagsoqe =ifea | 93t
ACAT @Bl FITS SIfa oy |

Mr. Speaker : I think any question that may be enterfaired
by the hon.members may be sent to the Minister concerned
because—in the Question Hour alone all these cannot be
decided—it will taks a long time,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barﬁa @3 BU wiRe 3fEd Aifarzl @
satsiSa ARE o FeAE] AfEAN A g atEeares  ifa-
faferm 513 @ AR 21EA (RR Sfw | wz @EEIES LA wi7fe
~favs| | wEarA s arstares AffEe oi2a 513, WAgdl O el
77 @ ABCANA

North cachar

<G BR Al We (R @A A city RCRIE
scatoeg | fice foen, wrer, v, fafes AR
1 A TS AT AEE AT IR T sifr | (greiz, feRAmI
o, T Sifed @S ASENA IS A 2 sq w2l Bl
e =ifed | @few AT @IRE s @% 94 =NE A
SR (v WGR, (AT 5T (A T frz, (SEAl 1%
I L U Ll Sz | siferm AgAT
a1 5zav Build up waig w91 sewid e oA 7 98 AR
Capital Site f% =feq s At fowds, &2 SUIVEY ={ 74
= FERTA o wfae 7

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : gfs Complete BafS=Ta F130A
1 Fof 7n (srE (A5 A sl o qfa RS Sizte fea @il
29, (o8 Fa =IfeA |

Re : Contract work allotted to Lahoti

and Agarwala Co.

M. Moinul Haque Choudhury asked :

%159, Will the Minister, P. W. D. (R and B.) be pleased to
State—

(a) What is the total amount of contract works allotted to
Lahoti and Agarwala and Co. or in the names of their
partners, Shri K. L. Agarwala and Shri J. L. Lahoti in the
various P.W.D. (R and B ) Divisions in Assam in the years
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1967-68, 1968-69 and 1969-70 ? ) Figures to be given division-
| wise and year-wise). :
(b) Whether it is a fact that the erstwhile Chief Minister
veceived complaints of giving bribe to the high-ups in the
Public Works Department and resorting to other question-
able méans by this Firm and its partners including getting
| good officers who would not fall in line with them trans-

J ferred in order to secure contracts or undue benefits illegally
| and or unjustifiably ?
(c) If so, against whom the complainst was made ¢

% (d) Whether there was a complaint to the then Chief Minister

Shri B.P. Chaliha of giving a Fiat Car as bribe to a high-up
in the P.W.D. ( R. and B.) for getting a contract by the
aforesaid firm in the Badarpur Bridge approach road ?

(e) Whether it is a fact that the said work has recently been
collapsed ?

(f) What steps have been taken by Government on the com-
plaints referred to at (c) and (e) above ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder [ Minister, P. W. D. ( R and
B. )] replied :

159. (a)—(1) Shri K. L. Agarwala—

1967-68 1968-69 1969-70
Rs. 25,79,654 Rs. 15,15,898 Rs. 62,33,005
(2) Shri J. L. Lahoti-
1967-68 1968-69 1969-70

Rs. 38,72,586 Rs. 23,79,564 Rs. 49,03,236
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A statement showing the work done is placed on the

Table of the House.
No work was allotted to M/s. Lahoti & Agarwala &

Co.

(b)y—No

(€)&(d)—Do not arise.

such complaints appear to have been recived.
>

(e) —No.

(f)—Does not arise in view of (b) and (e) above.

M. Moinul Haque Choudhury : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it appears
{hat these two partners of a particular firm got contracts
worth more than 1 crore 11 lakhs of rupees last year. I
do not know about this year. In the same manner, in the
previous- year their contracts ran to half a crore or 3/4th
of a crore of rupees. Itis a substantial part of the work
budget of the PW.D. May Iknow why this particular firm
is being favoured ? What are the qualifications of these
persons for which they are to be favoured with such huge
contracts runing to a crore and 11 lakhs of rupees in a

particular year ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder :  Sir, there is no question
of favouring with contracts. As the hon. Members know,
the first class contractors are entitled to be exempt for any
unlimited -amount of contract and these contracts are allotted
by the officers under the provisions of Assam P.W.D. work

Manual on the basis of competitive tenders after proper
analysis are made. ;

QUESTIONS [16th Dec.
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Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya :
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M. Moinul Haque Choudhury : Who are the other first class

contractors who get contracts worth Rs. 11 lakhs or
about ?

near-

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder. : Sir, this is a very extensive

question. If the Questioner so desires, I can collect figures

for three years and place them before the House.

M. Moinul Haque Choudhury : = Sir, with regard to question
(b) the hon -Minister replies that ‘No such complaints appear
to have been received’. I remember, in this House, in reply
to my question as well as that of hon Member Shri Dulal
Chandra Barua the then Chief Minister said that certain
serious complaints had been received and he was enquiring
into them that he would inform thijs House the result of the

same. WNow, may I know whether in this complaint favour-

itism to these firms by the high-ups in the P. W. D. was
also included ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mhyumdar - Sir, when we got the ques-

tion from the hon Questioner, we referred it to the Political
Department and the Chief Minister’s Secretariat wrote us

back that no such complaint was received regarding these

particular firms. On that basis we have said that “No such

complaints appear to have been recejved’.

Sir, I ask a specific ques-
tion since which year has this Company teen working as a

Government Contractor and what amount of total work has

;been' allotted to this company up till now ?
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Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar : Sir, from the information
that has been furnishen to me, I find that this Company
has been working since 1964 but as regards the other infor-
mation, that is not with me now. [ can collect and furnish

the same to the hon Member.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : With regard to (d), here
the question is very specific that a Fiat Car was offered

as bribe to a higch up in the P.W.D. ( R&B) for getting a
contract by the aforesaid firm in the Badarpur Bridge
Approach Road. What is the reply of the Minister, to this
specific question ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar : As I have said, Sir, to ouf
knowledge no high-up has received any bribe of any Fiat
Car.

>
[

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, the Minister says that ther
is o written cottiplaint but this matter was raised§in the House
by many hon. Members, and, particularly by the hon. Member
Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury and the then Chief Minister,
Shri Chaliha, assured the House that he was enquiring into
the matter. Whether that enquiry has been conducted and
repotrt submitted ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder ; What has been stated i
the House earlier in course of some debate the hon. questio-
ner without naming anybody had stated that somebody had
been given a Fiat Car as bribe. By insinuation whether he
wanted to mean me or not I do not know, but if that be
in the mind of the questioner in that case I deny it emp ha-




1970 QULSTIONS 21

tically. I can just place the facts before the House because
allegation direct or indirect should be replied to and the
facts should be furnished to the House and before the hon.
Members. Sir, I purchased a Fiat Car on Hire-purchase basis.
The Car No. is 3495 and the same was obtained from the
Transport Department quota:-----

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : The question is whether on
the basis of the assurance given by the then Chief Minister,
any enquiry was conducted and, if so by whom and whether
an enqiry report has been submitted. -

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder : Sir, some allegations were

made against me and the Chief Minister wanted my comme-
nets on it. About the enquiry I have no knowledge.

Shri Dulal Chandra Boruah : We asked the Chief Minister
that there should be an enquiry and he assured the House
that an enquiry would be conducted. Now my question is
whether any enquiry had been conducted, and, if so by
whom, and whether the reoprt had been submitted ?

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Sir, I have no knowledge
as to whether any enquiry had been conducted. The Chief
Minister wanted my comments and, had given my comments,

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Subject to corrcetion, so
far he remembers, the Chief Minister in the House stated
that an enquiry was being conducted and our Law Minister
was the Enquiry Officer. What about that enquiry conducted
by our Law Minister ?
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Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar : About any alleged enquiry

conducted by our Law Minister I was not intimated. If
any enquiry had ever been conducted by him, I do not know.

Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha : May I know the anticepents of
the P.W.D. favourite contractors ? Whether they are local
people or they are from Rajasthan ?

Sh#i Altaf Hussain Mazumder : It is reported that they

are from Sibsagar and they are not people from Cachar.

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed : =7% ¥ZIWE, a2 IEAEivEd ARl @bl
241 SifE ARG @ SN SPWe IBFA IS faafm 37 2

B e T It L G A B FEH 49w 2iTe
SRR 1

. Shri Altaf Hossainh Mazumdar : As I have stated - already,
this House has got every right to know the names of the
Ist Clases contractors. If a question is put 1 can give their
names. .

Shri Dulal Cliaridra Barua : The Chief Minister assured
the House not only as the Chief Minister but as Minister
in chdrge of P.W.D. also. When he assured the House that
an' eriquity would be conducted against  all these against

whom allegations have been made, whether it is not incum-
bent on the present P.W.D. Minister to conduct the enquiry ?

Shri Dey Kant Borooah : If in view, of the fact that the
Chief Minister had decided to conduct an enquiry, the
Minister for P.W.D. Shri Altaf Hossail Mazumder is to
institute an enquiry, it would be against himself
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M. Moinul Haque Choudhury: Sir, I directed the question
to the Chief Minister because I knew that the P.W,D. Minister
himself cannot reply about himself. But I do not know
in whose wisdom it had been changed so that he himself is
to answer about these allegations. Sir, the then Chief Mini-
ter admitted in the House that there allegations against this
Minister and that after an enquiry, House would be infor-
med about the result of the same. Isit correct that in a
petition, dated 12th November, 1969, by some Advocates
incluning one Ex-District Congress President who is also a

Senior Advocate of Silchar made certain allegations about
the Minister in which a Fiat Car figured and which was
submitted in the hands of Shri Abdul Matlib Majumdar

when he went t> make an enquiry under orders of the Chief

Minister. The Chief Minister assured that he would intimate

this House about the result of the said enquiry. It is

surprising thatlafter eight months the P.W.D. Minister stands
up and says that there is no paper. I want to know what
is the real position ? I did not make any insinuations. I

only asked the Chief Minister at that time. Is it correct

that such a complaint about a Fiat Car had been made’.
Let the Law Minister say that he did not receive any such
complaint.

Shri Abdul Matlib Majumder (Minister, Law) : One day I

had been to the Chief Minister on certain work. There he
told me that there is some complaint by Shri Moinul Haque
Choudhury against the Minister of State, P.W.D. He told

me as I was going to Cachar on some other work that it

would be better if I loo< into the matter. Accordingly,
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- Sir, when I want to Hailakandi and written complaint was
handed over to me by the President of the Hailakandi
District Congress Commttee. At Silchar some gentlemen

including some members of the Bar appeared before me and
sbmitted a compldint to me under their own two complaints
to the Chief Minister with a note of myself. After that
what happened I do not know.

M. Moinul Haque Choudhury : Sir, this leads to a question
of very serious nature. How can it be stated that there
was no complaint received by the Political Department. Has
the Chief Minister treated these public complaint about a
Minister as his private property ? That reply is to be given
to the House.

Shri Dev Kant Borooah : Sir, more than that. The Minis-
ter, P.W.D. just now said that he was informed by the
Political Department, which 1 suppose is the Chief Minister’s
department that no compleints were received. Another
Minister of the same Government, who is much more senior
than this gentleman, we says that the then Chief Minister
asked him to go into the complaints and that the President of
the Hailakandi District Congress submitted a report to Shri
Abdul Matlib Majumdar, Minister, Law and also some mem-

bers of the Silchar Bar submitted a written complaint under
their own signatures to the Law Minister, Shri Majumdar ;

and then he submitted these reports to the then Chief Minis-
ter along with his note. Now the Minister, P.W.D. comes
and says that ther is no complaint. Have the papers evapora-
ted ? The Political Department is the department of the
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Chief Minister. Have the papers evaporated or have been

transported from Shillong to Gauhati. Sir, then there was

an assurance given by the then Chief Minister. As

you
know, Sir, Chief Minister

may come and Chief Minister
may go like ‘King is dead, Long live the king’. What the

then Chief Minister said on the floor of this House, this

has to be implemented by his successor. It stands to reason ;

it has the basis of political and constitutional morality.
Therefore, T would suggest that this is a Very serious matter
and I do not know what steps we can take to recondile the
statement made by the PWD Minister and the Minister,
Law. If it is a fquestion of preference, consideration in
the matter of experience, I would certainly plump for Mr.

Abdul Matlib Majumdar rather than Mr. Altaf Hosain -
Majumdar.

Shri Altaf Hossain Majumdar : Sir,. our reply to this

question was on the basis of a letter. I am reading the

letter for the information of the hon.members. This letter
is. from the Principal Private Secretary to the Chief Minister.
The letter reads as-‘I am directed to refer to your letter
cited above and to forward herewith a copy of Political
Department Memo No.PLA.354/70/4 dated 8.6.70. for neces-
sary action. Contents of Political Deptt’s letter is as-‘Kindly
refer to your U.O. No.CMS.192/70 dated 5th June 70 on the
subject cited above. It appears from our record that no
complaint petition against Lahoti and Agarwalla and Co. is
received in the Deptt.

/
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Sir. If we accept the statement

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :
then there is a clear cas€ of

given by the 'Minister, Law,
If the statement given by the Minister,
House then the Principal Private

ear before the House and he should
Minister,

breach of privilege.
Law, 18 accepted by this

Secretary will have to app
be for his supplying Wrong information to the

PWD and moreover Sir, the Minister, PWD has no right

House in this way. Sir, the Law Minister

to misguide the
e to the

said that he submitted reports along with his not
then Chief Minister, and if it is so, how the papers could
be lost in the Secretariat ? This is a very serious matter.

Sir, if this government is allowed to continue in this manner,

democracy cannot survive in this country. Sir, if you

consider that there should be another committee tO look

then let it be constituted.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, if there is subtlety,
the subtlety of the matter is to be looked into. The com-
plaint which was made Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury
refers to certain complaints against Shri Altaf Hossain
Majumdar, the then Minister of State, 'PWD, who is the
Minister, PWD now. What the Principal Private Qecretary
to the Chief Minister says is'a complaint against Lahoty
Brothers. After all, these are two diferent things, entirely
different things. If the enquiry was Whether there was any
complaint aganist lahoty Brothers, then the answer from
the PWD Minister is—No’. But if there has been any com-
plaing against then State Minister, PWD, the answer might
be in the affirmative. I do not know exactly what it is,

into the matter,

ETRLETR Ty rrravenn—" g
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because so far as (d) of the question is concerned, the Lahoty
Brothers is not a high-up in the PWD ; he is only a contra-
tor of the PWD. Then the question that somebody may
be giving bribe and somebody may be taking bribe. The
question is—these was a complaint to the then Chief Minis-
ter in respect of giving a Fiat Car as bribe to a high-up
in the PWD (R&B) for getting a contract work by the
aforesaid firm. So, actually the person against whom the
allegarion has been made is a high-up, if 1 have understood
the question, of the PWD and Lahoty Brothers comes only
as a bribe giver of abettor.

Shri Nakul Chandra Das : I am in full agreement with
Shri Bhattacheryya. If I have understood the hon.Minister
properly. The Minister, PWD said that he received a letter
from the P.P.S. to the Chief Minister where in it was stated
that no complaint against Lahoty Brothers is there : so how
ean there be a question of Privilege ?

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah: Sir the hon. member is free to
give his own opinion that he agreed with the Leader of the
Opposition. Shri Bhattacharyya but there Wwas 1O question

of privilege asked by Shri Bhattacharyya. The Leader of
the Opposition said nothing about breach of Privilege.

Mr. Speaker : As the person refered to is a different person
as expressed by Shri G. S. Lhattacharyya, the question of Privi.
lege in the present case does not arise. As regards 160
( Interruption ).

Shri Dev Kant Borooah : Sir, I said that it is a Very serious
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matter ; I have not said it to be a matter of privilege at

all. There are some people, who like children, should be seen

rathenr than heard. Sir, although technically speking, Shri A.H.

Majumdar the PWD Minister, being an experienced District
lawyer said that the complaint relates to Lahoty Brothers
but does not relate t0 any other persons, in the Question it
self, there was a coplaint againts a PWD high-' up in connection
with a Fiat Car and I do not know whether in the compla-
ints received by Shri Abdul Matib Majumdar that Fiat Car
figured or not. In this particular case, is it not so simple
as Shri A. H. Majumdar PWD Minister would like to make
out.

Shri Sailen Medhi : Sir, in view of the seriousness of the
matter I would request Shri K.P. Tripathi to go into the
matter and place the facts before this House tomorrow so

that we can know things.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, the point is clear. Ifin
the complaints that had been submitted to the Law Minister
by the Congress President of Hailakandi and the other
members of the Bar of Silchar, Fiat Car figured as having
been given as a bribe by this particular firm, then the question
of privilege arises here. That is why, I would request you,
Sir, to see all the relevant documents and decide the issue.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi (Minister, Finance) : No °

question of privilege arise in this case.
Mr. Speaker : That does not come here now.

Shri Dev Kant Borooah : Tt is a very serious case, Sir.

‘_.JLg.,.._i\'. J
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Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi: Unnecessarily Mr. Barua
is harping on the question of privilege.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : The question of privilege will
come if he has given a wrong information. It is not un-
Nnecessary.

Mr. Speaker : The question of privilege does not come here
so long the documents are not brought before the House,

Now, about Mr. Medhi’s suggestions, Mr. Tripathi will say
something,

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : I think the Chief Minister
would b: the proper authority to answer to this.

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami : 59, @5 (sl 324 TR (&5
@Il TR AR Al w1 e | afenl s
aizfeal 7@ slere afewl A, [eazl ez s 513 ahs
WRAMCH SATE f70A ACF B q27 | iRk wiiw w3 et |

Shri Dev Kant Borooah : The Finance Minister himself can
do it as he is officiating in the absence of the Chief Minister.

He has got access to those papers and he can have a look
and satisfy himszIf,

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : Finance has got very
little control over the Home Department.

Shri Dev Kant Barooah : Mr. Tripathi is in charge now.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi: You know what kind of
charge it is. I ~have been given the right to answer the
questions on behalf of the Chief Minister but the depart-
ments are not placed under me. That is my difficulty.
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Shri Dev Kant Barooah : Then I am sorry, Sir. I thought
only for few days he is in charge of the Departments.

Shri Phani Bora : The House was agreeable if any Minister
in charge of the Government would have taken the respon-
sibility for bringing the papers. Since he is not taking,
the House has got the right to call for the papers and you
might study those papers on the basis of the papers you

can recommend it before the House.
Mr. Speaker : I will take up the matter.

Re : Police Commission

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
%161, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
nment of Assam has instituted a

o into the working of the present
d to suggest

(a) Whether the Gover

Police Commission to g
Police Administration in the State of Asam an

measures for_? its improvement ?

(b) Ifso, whether any recommendations have been submit-
ted by the Commission ?

(c) If not, why there is so much delay ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : (Minister Finance) replied :
161. (a)—Yes. |

(b)—Yes, two interim reports have been submitted by the

Commission so far.

(c)—Does not arise.
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[Starred Question No.160 was not put and answered to as

the hon Questioner was not present

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: As the Finance Minister hag
said -that two interim reports have been submitted, may I
know why these were not placed before the House ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : Reports are not immedija-
tely placed unless Govt. considers it.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : How long it will take to com-

plete the report ?

Sari Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : About the time I cannot
say but by end of the year it may be available.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What is the total amount
spent ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi: It is not known to me Sir.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : When we can expect the report ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : I have already said that
by the end of the year.

Re: Shifting of the office of the Director of
Agricuiture Department

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya asked :
+162. Will the Minister-in-charge, Agriculture be pleased to

StAte=s =

(a) Whether shifting of the office of the Director of Agricu-

lture from Sh1llonc to the plains is on the agenda ?

(b) When the shlftmf’ is expected to be materialised ?
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(c) Whether it is also a fact that out of a total of about
200 emyloyees serving in the Directorate of Agriculture, only

about 4 of them have their own houses at Shillong ?

(d) Whether the shifting has been delayed due to objections

raised from the side of the employees or for any other

reasons
(e) If not, what are the reasons theredf ?

Shri Ataur Rahman ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

162. (a)—No.

(b) Does not arise.

(c)&(d) No.

(e) Does not arise.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : My question was whether
shifting of the Directorate of Agriculture from Shillong
to the plains is on the agenda. I have not given any time
limit. Can we understand from the negative reply of the
Govt. that Govt. proposes to continue the office of the
Director of Agriculture in Shillong indefinitely inspite of the
fact that Directorate of Agriculture has nothing to do
in the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills ?

Shri Ataur Rahman : No, Sir at one time there was a sugges

tion for shifting Directorate of A griculture but -then the question

of Finance, Accommodation cropped up and it was re-exam-
ined in the light of the availability of funds and accommo-

dation and as the House already knows Sir, the Flood Con-
trol Wing of the P.W.D., Office of the Commissioner of
Taxes, Commissioner of Excise were transferred to  Gauhati

/
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There is  acute shortages  of accommodation  also
arisen and in the mean time also Sir, it was declared that
Meghalaya will be made a full state and then the whole
question of shifting the Office has been linked up with the
shifting of the Capital itself. The Govt. has the least
intention to continue here by this depends on availability
of accommodation and also it involvs financial implication.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: I know that, Sir, and
everyone of us knows aboutit. The point is that unless
and untill a proposal is made on the agenda preparation
cannot be made or should not be made and if all on g
sudden any office be taken then not only the office suffers
but also the employees suffer. But before any Office is shifted
the matter should be on the agenda and all preparation

should be made so that employees may mnot suffer.
And the Ditcetorate hag got nothing to do with

shifting of the Capital. The Driectorate somewhere and the
Capital may be somewhere else. For example the Direc-
torate may be at Jorhat whereas the Capital may be at
Silghat. The point is that it should be in the agenda and
if it be whether some preparation somewhere in the Plains
is being made ? That is the simple question.

Shri Ataur Rahman: As I said Sir, the suggestion was
already there and the question is being examined.

Re : Taking over of Sensowa Road by the P.W.pD,

Aty 3312 Ffdz ¢
*yu0| AN ATFA [ototy 781 wzivey smaz 2R SAEE—
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(s —eoitate erdis sfvifies @ T
Re : Bhabanipur-Barpeta Road

Shri Dharanidhar Choudhury asked :
+166. Will the Minister, P.W.D. ( R.&.B.) be pleased to

state—
(a) Whether the Government is aware that Pahumara river
is threatening the Bhabanipur-Barpeta Road particularly in
Kamrup District at last furlong 2nd mile and Ist furlong 3rd
mile 2
(b) If so, what steps have been taken by Government to

save the road from erosion ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder ] Minister, P. W. D. ( R. &.B. )]
replied 5

166.Z2(a)—Yes.

(b)—Earthen spur and boulder pitching have been provided
on the affected portion of the road. |

Re : Money Spent under Flood Damage Repairs

Shri Nameswar Pegu asked :

#167. Will the Minister P.W.D. (R.&B) be pleased to
state— :

(a) The total amount of money spent under Flood Damage
Repairs and A.P. Schemes during 1969-70 in the Ghilamara
and North Lakhimpur Divisions of P.W.D. (R.&.B.) ?

(b) The names of roads with particulars of repairs and
money spentthereon in each Division ?

(c¢) The names of the contractors entrusted with the works ?
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(d) Whether final payments have been made so far

(¢) If not, why ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder [ Minister, P.W.D. (R.&.B.)
replied :

167. (a)—under F. D. R.

Ghilamara Division —=Rs:1,56;693:
North Lakhimpur Division —Rs. 4,63,746.
Under A.P. Scheme (4th Plan)

Ghilamara Division —Rs. 6,14,427.
North Lakhimpur Division —Rs:21:62;213.

(b) & (c)—A Statement in respect of F.D. R. work only is
placed on the Table of the House.

(d) & (e)—(i) Yes, excepting one in the case of F.D.R. works'
in North Lakhimpur as the work has not been completed.
(i) Out of 27 coniractors entrusted with F.D. R,
works in ‘Ghilamara Division.  Final payment has been
made to 24 contraetors and the rest 3 are yet to receive

their final payment on completion of the work. -
Re : Kamalabari P.W.D. Road
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Re : Imiprovement of National Highway

‘Mrs Pranita Talukdar asked : ]
%169. Will the Mmlster, of P.W.D. (R.&.B.) be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether the National Highway from the level crossing
in the West of Nalbari station to Ghograpara will be im-

proved ?

(b) If 'so, when ?

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder | Ministet, P. W. D. (R. &B.)]
‘replied ¢

169. (a)—Yes.

2
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(b)—As early as possible.

Re : Commissioner Road and J.B. Road in Jorhat

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
#170. Will the Minister, P.W.D. (R. & B.) be pleased to state—

\

(a) Whether the Government is- aware of the deteriorated
conditions of the Commissioner Road and J.B. Road in
Jorhat are result of using those roads by heavy vehicles of
the E. & D. Kokilamukh Protection Division ?

(b) Whether it is also a fact that this matter was brought
to the notice :of the .Government on ¢several occasions ?

(c) If so, the steps ‘taken by Government for improvement
of those two roads ? ;

(d) If not, why ?

Shri Alaf Hossain Mazumder [Minister, P.W.D. (R. & B.)]
replied :

: 170. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes.
(c)—Due to tight fund position it has not been possible to
take up major improvement work. The roads have, however,

‘been kept in trafficable conditions by placing boulders, Jhama

brick bats, sand gravels, etc.

(d)—Does not|arise in view of (c) above.

Re : Flood Damage Grants

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani asked -

#171.  Will the Minister, P.W.D. (R. & B.) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any special flood damage repairing grant was
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sanctioned for the roads of Golakganj Assembly Constituency

after the great damage caused to th
October, 1968 ?

(b) The amount sanctioned roadwise ?
(¢) If not. whether Government is aware of the fact that
the roads (P.W.D.) are so damaged that all types of vehicles

on since last one year ?

have been running with hasitati
P.W.D. R. & B.D

Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdor [Minister,
replied : ;
171. (a) & (b) - Generally allotment of
sion-wise and not constituency-wise.
of Rs. 5,90,000 was sanctioned during, 1968
diture for repair of all roads damaged by

money is made divi-
A lump sum amount
69 to meet €Xpen-
the floods of 1968

in Dhubri Division.
(c)—No.

Re : Grants for Construction of Roads and Bridges
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Re : High, Higher and Multipurpose
Schools of Kamrup
Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury asked -
+173. Will the Chief Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) What is the number of High Schools, Higher Secoodary
and Multipurpose schools and Middle English Schools in the
North Bank of Kamrup District and the corresponding figure

of abovementioned schools in Goalpara, Darrang, Cachar
and Mikir Hills Districts ?

(b) Whether Government is aware that Inspector of Schools
with his headquarters at Gaubati, remain very busy with the
V.LP. and cannot do justice to the schools of North bank
of Kamrup District ?

(¢) If so, whether Government propose immediate re-organi-
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sation of Kamrup District circle into two to facilitate justice

to the schools in the North bank ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) replied :

173. (a)—
. E: H:- S. Multi P. M.E.

Schools Schools  Schools S_chools

1. North Bank, Kam- 224 6 2 299
rup District.

2. Darrang District 91 6 2 109
3. Goalpara District 129 258
4, Cachar District 122 210
5. Mikir Hills District 20 90

(b)—Government is not aware of it.

(c) - There is no such proposal.

Re : Aseam Co-operative Jut mill
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Re : Affiliated Colleges in Assam

Shri Nameswar Pegu asked :
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.175. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) The names of affiliated Colleges in Assam which have

‘been recognised by Government since 1950 ?

(b) The amount of ad-hoc recurring grants given té each of

these Colleges at present ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) replied :

175. (a)—The following lists are placed on the Table of the

House—

List 1—List of Non-Government Colleges under the deficet
system.

List 2—List of Non-Government Colleges receiving ad-hoc
grant. .

List 3—List of Non-Government Colleges receiving ad-hoc
non-recurring grant in 1969-70.

Colleges included in the above lists are all affiliated Col-
leges. There is no system of granting recognition to affiliated
Colleges by the Government.

(b)—The amount of ad-hoc recurring grant given to the
affiliated Colleges is furnished in the list 2 referred to above
which is placed on the Table of the House.

Re : Small Farmers Scheme

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed asked :
176, Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a scheme called the “Small
Farmers Scheme” has been taken up by the Government for

development of small farmers 2
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(b) If so, whether it is sponsored by the State Government
or the Union Government ?

(c) What is the area of its operation ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that it was originally meant for the
District of Goalpara ?

(e) If so, what are the reasons for extension of the origi-

nally proposed area of operation up to the District of Kamrup

and exclusion of a major portion of the District of Goal-
para ?

Shri Ataur Rahman (Minister, Agriculture) replied :
176. (a)=—Yes. Government of India have allotted four com-

posite schemes for development of Small Farmers, Marginal
Farmers- and Agricultural Labours for the State of Assam.

(b)—Union Government.

(c)—The area of operation is proposed to cover suitable areas
of 'districts of ‘Goalpara, Kamrup, Nowgong and Mikir Hills.

(d) & (é)—Yes. Originally Government of India allotted only
one project for Small Farmers development and this was
proposed ~to-be -allotted to ‘Goalpara District. Subsequently
Government of India offered one more project for Small
Farmers and two projects for Marginal Farmers and Agri-
cultural Labours. Recently at the instance of the State

"Government all the four projects have been merged and four

composite projects will be taken up in suitable areas of four
districts 'of = Assam.
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'Ré . Inclusmn of South Sdlmara for the Small '
Farmers Schéme

Shri Zahirul Islam asked :
#177. Wiil the Minister for Agriculture. be pIeased to state—

ta) Whether Goalpara District has ‘been sefected for. the
Small Farmers’ Development Agencies under Central Sector ?
(b) If so, whether the Mankachar and the South  Salmara
Development Blocks have rbeen included in ‘the scheme ?
(¢) 1f not, why?
Shri Ataur Rahmaih (Minister, “Agriculture) Teplied
1974 (a)-—Yes. A “¢omposite Scheme: for development: " of
Small Farmeérs, Margmal Farmiers and > Agricultural Labours
will be ‘taken up in some ‘aréas ‘of ‘Goalpara District ‘under
the Central Sector. )
(6) & (é)—An “agency will be formed for this purpose, rwhich
il Selbot thie exact aréas;according ito . criteria -precribed
by Goveraimert of India subject to, final . approval of the
State’ Government. '

He': Ifstalation 'of Jute Mill &t ‘Barpeta
Shn Jalaluddm Ahmed asked |
%178. Wlll the Mlmster Agnculture be pleased to state-—

(@) The acreage of lands under  jute cultwahon in the State
(to be shown subdivisionalwise )
(b) Whether the Government propose to rinstal aijute -Milltin

collaboration with the Government of India within the Sub-
division ?

2
o
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Shri Ataur Rahmai { Minister. Agriculture ) replied :

* 178. (a)—The acreage of lands under Jute Cultivation is given

below— ; _
District o Subdivisions Area (in acres Total
' 1970471)
1.'Goalpara ~“Dhubri jolova(H9%3125ie41i
Kokrajhar 2715795 86,488
Goalpara 15,568
2. Kamrup _Barpeta 40,083
: o U e 5 G o 1 : ‘04358 } 73,144
i NalBari 17128 #03;d
3. Darrang Matgaldai L4649 }
Tezpur 26,2807 ) +50;929
4. Nowgong -1 Nowgong i1 189.008 89,008
5. Sibsagar Golaghat 4 448
Jorhat } 55 437
Sibsagar 3 544
6. Lakhimpur Dibrugarh '~ " 1337
“North Lakhimpur 6,739 '8, 798
Dhemayji 7221
7. Cachar Silchar 1,1475
Karimganj. | 259 } 2,039
Hailakandi R 033
8. Mikir and Mikir Hills | '3 707
N. C-Hills: o NiCoHills / } 13;806

‘(b)—Thereis:no dsuch . propesal.
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Re : Construction of a pundh across the River: Dipo

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed asked :
+179, Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government received any representation - from
the people for construction of a bundh across the river Dipo

within the Bilasipara Development Block under Dhubri Sub-
division ?

(b) If so, when ?

(c) Whether any action has been taken to meet the grievances |

of the people by constructing the bundh which is essential
for Agricultural Department of the locality ?

(d) If not why ?

Shri Ataur Rahman ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :
179. (a)—Yes. n foi
(b)—18th August 1969.

(c)—Preliminary works and Survey have already been done .

and action for preparation of detailed plans and estimates
are being taken up.
(d) Does not arise.
’ Re: Market-pi‘it.:e._ for fice
M. Shamsul Huda asked : :
#180. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) The present open market price of rice and paddy at theé

towns of Nowgong, Tezpur, = Sibsagar, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia
and in the City of Gauhati ?

&

1

ool Bana o




1970 ] QUESTIONS 49

(b) The factors fesponsible for the present rise of price of
these food articles ? |

(c) Whether the Government took any step to hold down
the price of rice and paddy 9

(d) If so, the steps taken by them ?

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah ( Minister, Supply ) replied :
180. (a) Prices of new winter coarse rice varies from Rs. 90

to Rs. 94 per quintal and old winter coarse rice varies form
Rs. 115 to Rs. 125 per- quintal.

Prices of new winter coarse paddy varies from Rs.38
to Rs. 46 per quintal.-
(b)—Prices have come down.

(c) & (d) ~In view of the replies to the questions (a) and (b)
above, these questions do not arise .

Re: Fair Price Shop
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al for starting 2 Jute Mill in Goalpara

Re: Propos Goalpa
M. Giasuddin Ahmed asked :

£182. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to; state—

(a) Whether there is a proposal for starting 2 Jute Mill in

the district of Goalpara ?
(b) If so, what has happened to that proposal !
(c) When the same is going 1O be started ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma (Minister, ]ndustrles) rephed

- %182, (a)—The Industrial Organising Commlttee GOEIIP'E‘-I“"1
Dhubri submitted a proposal for setting a Jute Mill in 'the
District of Goalpara.
(b)—The Industrial Organising Committee set up a Sub-Com-
mittee to prepare a feasibility report. The .report submitted
by the Sub-Committee and unanimously accepted by the
Committée indicates that raising of Rs. 40 lakhs _worth of
share capital for the proposed . Co- operative, Jute Mill in
Goalpara District will not be possible. Report sﬁggests
adoption of the Package Programme by, the Agrlculture
Department and liberalisation of Credit facﬂxt;es to the Jute

g
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cultivators to improve yie'd and quality of Jute so that the
cultivators may have enough  surplus resources for purchase
of shares in the proposed Co-operative Jute Mill. According
to that report the above steps are condition preccdent to the
setting up of the Jute Mill in the District. That report ‘was
accordingly sent to the Agriculture Department for initiating
nccessary action.

(c)—If the Industrial Organising Committee can raise sufficient

share capital for the proposed Co-opesrative Jute Mill, the
Government can consider the question of setting up the Mill
in the District. '

Re : HRepresentation received from Belguri Medical

‘" Sub-centre

' )" y \ ¢
Shri Abala Kanta Goswami asked ¢
+183. Will the Chief Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any representation had been received for a

medical sub-centre at Belguri in Bholagaon Mauza (Palasbari
Constituency) ?

(b) If so,"whether-such acentre will. be set-up this year or
the next ?

¢y ‘If not, the. reasons. thereof ?

~IShri Chatrasing Teron (Minister-in-charge, Health) replied :

183.(a)—Yes.

(b)—~A proposal for establishment of a Sub-Centre at Belguri
is under consideration.

(c)—Does not arise in view of (a)and (b) above.
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Re : Permit issued for plying of Busss in the
Naharkatia-Khowang Road
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Re : Road link with Mankachar

Shri Zahirul Islam asked :

%185, Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to
vernment is'aware that Mankachar an im-

state—

(a) Whether the Go

portant Commercial Centre has not been connected with the

rest ‘of the State either by Railway or by State Transport

Buses ?
(b) Whether the Government is also aware of the fact that

Mankachar has a peculiar geographical position for which
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the people of the area deserve special attention by the Gov-
ernment ?

(c) In view of the above, whether Government will be pleased
to allow either State Traunsport or private buses to ply in be-
tween Mankachar and Gauhati ?

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury ( Minister, Transporr ) replied :
185. (a)—Yes.

(b) —Yes.

'c) No, but the question of providing connection by State
Road Transport Corporation bus to the Mankachar people
with Agia ‘through, alternative route is under examination of

the Assam State Road Transport Corporation,

Fe : Mankacear-Goalpara Route
Shri Zahirul Islam asked :
*186. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

(2) Whether the Government is aware that most of the buses
plying in Mankachar-Goalpara route and also in Mankachar-
Fakirganj route are out-dated, unfit and irregul .t ? _

(b) Whether the Government is also aware that due to fre-

quent brcak-down of engines the passengers are to suffer
untold miseries almost everybody 2

(c) Whether Government propose to condemn: these buses with

immediate effect-and asked for new buses in public interest:?
Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury (Minister, Transport) replied :

186. (a) & (b)—Government are not aware of this. It is
being ascertained and if the buses are found unsatisfactory
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directions will be given to the local authority to improve
the buses immediately.

\c)—That will be looked into.

Re : Requirement of Tea Chests in Assam

Shri Debeswar Sarmah asked :
+187. Will the Minister, Forests be pleased to state—

{a) What is the total requirement of tea chests in Assam and

how many of these are supplied by plywood factories in

Assam to whom quota of suitable timber logs are supplied ?

(b) What is the capacity of each of such plywood factories to

manufacture the plywood walls for the tea chests ?

Shri Ranendra Basumatari ( Minister, Forests ) replied :

187. (a) (i)—Total requirement of tea chest is=38 to 39 lakhs

annually by the Tea Industries in Assani.
(i) Total annual tea chest production and supply by the Ply-

wood Factories in Assam is 32 to 33 lakhs approximately.

(b)—Capacity of such Plywood Factories is as follows—
Full capacity
(in lakhs cft)

Name of Plywood mills

(1) M/s. Assam Valley Plywood, Tinsukia. 1'68
(2) M/s. Himalayan Plywood Industries, Tinsukia. 2°65
(3) M/s. Varat Timber, Assam, Tinsukia. 0°85

080

(4) M/s. Assam Veneer and Saw Mills, Assam.
(5) M/s. National Saw and Plywood Works Tinsukia. 445
(6) M/s. Assam Veneer and Saw Mill, Ledo. 051
(7) M/s. Assam Plywood Product, Jeypore. 062
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Name of Plywood mills Full capacity

(8) M/s. Assam Forest product, Makum. 2°69
(9) M/s. Bharat Wood Works, Namrup. 0°59
(10) M/s. Jeypore Timber and Veneer Mill, Jeypore. 074
(11) MJs. Sarda Plywood Industries, Jeypore. 3°16
(12) M/s. Veneer Mill (P) Ltd., Tinsukia. 2:42
(13) M/s. Wood Craft Product, Jeypore. 516
(14) M/s. Calcutta Plywood Manf. Co. 132
(15) M/s. Assam Timber Treating Works, Margherita, (91
(16) M/s. Assam Railway and Trading Co., Margherita. 4.45
(17) M/s. Wood Crafts, Mariani. 74t 678
(18) M/s. Sibsagar Forest Products Suffry. 0-80 -
Total 40°56

Re : Flood-affected Families of Dainimakarigaon

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :

%188, Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—

(in lakhs cft.)

(a) Whether the Government is aware that about 100 flood
and erosion affected families of Dainimakarigaon Panchayat
of Hazari Mouza in the Jorhat Subdivision have been rehabi-
latated at the Pabha Forest Reserve in the North Lakhimpur

Subdivision last year ?

(b) If so, whether any financial assistance and other facilities

are provided to them ?
(c) If not, why ?
Shri Ranendra Basumatari (Minister, Forests) replied :

188. (a) Yes.
(b)—As these families have already rehabilitated themselves

B
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in Pabha R. F. the question of financial assistance does not
arise.
(c)—Does not arise.

Re : Facilities to Tea Garden labourers
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
%189. Will the Minister, T. A. D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Government has taken any decision for
bringing the tea garden labour community: at par with the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes in respect of giving
special facilities and privileges like reservation of employment
educational facilities, etc. ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the all Assam Tea Garden
Labour Student’s Association has represented to the Govern-

ment of treating them in the above manner ?

(¢) If so, whether any action has been taken by Government
on their representations ?

(d) 1f not, why?

Shri Ranendra Basumatari (Minister, Welfare of B_aclcward
Classes) replied :

189. (a)—No.
(b)—Yes.
(c) & (d)—No action called for in view of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes Orders (Amendment) Bill, 1967,
which is under consideration of the Parliametn.
Re : Damages caused by Snehalata Creepers
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Re: Development of Backward Areas
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked : R T
%191, Will the Minister, T. A. D. be pleased to state—
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(a) Whether any decision has been taken by the Govern-
of India for alround development of certain backward

inhabited mainly by the Chawdang, Moran, Motok
communities, ete., in the State of Assam ?

ment
areas
and Rajbangshi
(b) Whether it is a fact that the Government of India has
asked the Government of Asam to submit specific schemes
to that effect 7

whether Government of Assam has submitted
India ?

overnment of India has

(c) If so,
those schemes to the Government of

(d) Whether it is a fact that the G
refused to give any financial assistance for the implementation

of such Development Schemes, because of non submission of
those Schemes in time ?
(e) If so, why the Schemes could not be submitted in time 7

Shri Ranendra Basumatari ( Minister, W. B. C.) replied :
191. (a)—No specific decision has yet been made by the

Government of India for all round Development of only

tl?e Chawdangs, Moran, Motok and Rajbangshi Commu-

nities, etc., in the State of Assam.

g))—ln the working Group discussion on the 4th Pian under
entrally Sponsored Programme at New Delhi, the Group

a}grgec]:{ tentatively to.allocate Rs. 3:00 lakhs during 1969-70
and Rs. 1500 lakhs for the 4th Plan for Pilot Project Scheme

fc.)r I?evelopment of Backward pockets. But while commu-
nicating the final allotment under Centrally Sponsored Schemes
t}?e Government of India in' the Department of Soc ial Welfare,
did not ‘make any Iprovision ‘for the said Schemes, but

QUESTIONS {11k Lec.
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suggested to accommodate it within the approved ceiling of
Rs. 88.50 lakhs for 1969-70. This was not possibleias the
amount had already been earmarked for other schemes by
the State Government. The State Government insisted that
separate allotment of fund for the purpose should be made

by the Government of India and submitted six schemes for
approval of the Central Government. The Government of
India, however, did not agree to allot separate fund but
suggested that Scheme may be financed from out of Rs. 30:00
lakhs provided during the 4th Plan for improvement of
living and working condition of those engaged in wunclean
professions.

(c)—Yes.

(d)— No.

{e)—Does not arise.

Re : /Administration and Financial Powers to
North Cachar Hill
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
%192. Will the Minister, T. A..D, be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government has recently decided to transfer

administrative -and financial pewers to the North Cachar
Hills and Mikir Hills District Councils with a view to giving

maximum autonomy for proper development of those regions ?

(b) If so, what are those powers. (both administrative and
financial ) already transferred to them ?

(¢) Whether any amendment to the provision of the Sixth
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Schedule of the Constitution of India will be necessary for

the said: purpose ?

Shri Joy Bhadra Hagjer (Minister, T. A. D. and Cultural

_Af’fairsi) replied : : :

192. (a) & (b)—Under the provisions of paragraph 6 (2) of -
the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India, the State

Government has recently entrusted the District Councils of

the Mikir Hills and the North Cachar Hills with certain

functions relating to (1) Agriculture, (2) Minor Irrigation,

(3) Soil '~ Conservation, (4) Animal Husbandry, (5) Dairying

and Milk Supply, (6) Forests, (7) Roads and -Buildings

(8) Fisheries, (9) General Education including Cultural Pro-

gramme, (10) Health and Family Planning (11) Socil Welfare,

(12) Cottage Industries, (13) Community Development Pro-
gramme including Panchayat and (14) Water Supply.

(c)—It is not necessary to amend the Sixth Schedule to the

Constitution for the ~said purpose -as it stands amended
already to the extent of the provisions under section 74 of
the Assam Re-organisation (Meghalaya) Atc, 1969.

Re: Bordaibam Badangarsak P.W.D Road
Shri Nameswar Pegu asked :
+193. Will the Minister, T. A. D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is fact that a sum of rupees one lakh was
allotted for extension of Bordaibam Badangarsak] Public
Works Department Road up to Mornoi Bebezia under
Ghilamara division vide letter No. TAD/PW/247/67, dated

28th November, 1969 ?
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(b) If so, the action taken so far for construction of this

road ?

(c) If not, the reasons thereof ?

" Shri Ranendra Basumatari ( Minister, W. B. C. Department )

replied :
193. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Plans and estimates for the road have been received

from the P.W.D. (R.:& B.) but the Administrative Approval
is pending due to dispute over the alignment.

(c)—Does not arise.
Re: Amount sanctioned for Publication of Miro-Migolo

Shri Nameswar Pegu asked :

*194. Will the Minister, T. A. D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether a sum of rupees. one thousand was_sanctioned
to the Sub-Editor of Miro-Migolo for publication of the
same in 1969 ? |

(b)  If so, whether the amount has since been disbursed and
utilised by the said Sub-Editor ?

Shri Ranendra Basumatari ( Minister, W. B. C.) replied :

194, (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
Re: Harhi H.E, School
Shri Nameswar Pegu asked :
%195, Will the Minister, T. A, D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact that a nom-ecurring grant of
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Rs.2,500 under Art. 275 was sanctioned to the Harhi H. E.
School in North Lakhimpur, during March, C R

(b) If so, what is the total number of Scheduled Tribe
students together with “their names and address ?

Shri Ranendra Basumatari (jMinister, W. B. C. ) replied :

195. (a)—Yes
(b)—Total number of Scheduled 'Tribes students is 25. The
names and addresses are being collected by the D. P. 1. from
the Institution.

UNSTARRED
QUESTIONS AND-ANSWERS

(To which oral answers: were given )

_ Re: Chakla State Dispensary
Shri _Kéndarpa Naraya.n Banikya asked :
39, Will the Miﬁister., Health be pleased to state—
(2) Whether Government is aware that the Chakla State Dis-
pensary under the Srijangram A. P. Goalpara subdivision is
running without doctor and a comp'oundef ?

(b) If so, the steps taken by Government for smooth running
of this State Dispensary ?

(c) Whether Government is aware that the dispensary is
situated in a flood affected area ?

(d) If so, what steps have been taken to post a doctor
and a compounder in the said dispensary ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister-in-charge, Health ) replied 8

MR-

4

Ly
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39. (a)—Chakla State Dispensary is without a doctor . since
8th June, 1969 but a Pharmacist ( compounder ) is there.

{b)—The Pharmacist serves the Stock mixture etc., and does

the routine work of the dispensary in absence of doctor.
{c)—Yes.

(d)—A doctor is under orders of posting and he is likely to
join soon.

Re : Kamarpather State Dispensary

Shri Bishnulal Upadhyaya asked :
%40, Will the Minister, Health be:pleased to state—

(a) Since when there is mo doctor in the Kamarpather State
Dispensary and the mode of extending medical help to the
needy people there ?

{b) Whether any arrangement has been made to place a
a doctor in the said dispensary ?

(c) If so, when?
(d) Whether it is ‘a fact that a doctor has been transferred
to this place but he was reluctant to join ?

(e) If so, what alternative arrangement is proposed for tiding
over the difficulties faced by the people ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied :

40. (a)—There is no dispensary named Kamarpather State
Dispensary .

(b)—Does not arise.

(c) —Does not arise,
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(d)—Does not arise.
(e)—;Does not arise.

Re : Monthly pay of Jorhat Health pepartment
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Re : Construction of Dispensary Bu:lding at Rajapara
in Barduar Mauza

Shri Abala Kanta Goswami asked :
42. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—




1970 ] QUESTIONS 65

(a) Whether the plan and estimate for construction of the
Dispensary buildings at Rajapara in Barduar Mauza (Palas-
bari Constituency) have been made ?

(b) If not, when they are proposed to be made ?

(c) Whether the Dispensary buildings will be constructed
this year ?

(d) If not, when this can be expected 3

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :

42. (a)—No.

(b)—The Civil Surgeon, Gauhati and Executive Engineer,
Public Works Departnient are requested to expedite sub-
mission of Plan and Estimates. The Chief Engineer, Assam
has also. been requested to direct the Executive Engineer to
prepare and submit Plan and Estimates early.

{c)—The Dispensary buildings will be constructed as soon as
Plan 5.nd Estimates are received and after according a dminis-
trative approval.

(d)—Does not, arise in view of ‘c’.
Re : Medical Sub-Centres

Shri Mathura Mohan Sinha asked :

43. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Wh_ether Government have taken over the Medical Sup.
Centres at Sidalsuti and Boroichala under Srijangram Develop.
ment Block and Bishnupur under Boitamari Development

Block ?
(b) Ifs>, when and what setps have been taken to start

those sub-centres ?
-

=i
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(c) If not, what are the reasons for not taking over those
sub-centres ? - ook i ‘

(d) Whether Government propose to look into the matter
and give "ther. mmnnum medical facilities  to the people

of the areas, who had so long been debarred from it ?

vvvvvvv

43. (a)—Sidalsuti and Bor01chala under Srr_]angram Develop-
ment Block have been taken over by Government on norma-
lisation of Block. Blshnupur under Baitamari Block has
not yet been taken over as the Block is not normahsed

(b)~—The two sub centres at S1dalsut1 and Bor01cha1a will
be started as soon as possible: Sub- Centre at B1shnupur
w111 be taken over after normahsatlon of the Bmtamart
Development Block. o

©, aﬂd (d)——Do not anse in v1ew of reply to (a), and (b)
above

Re : Kalabari State . Dispensary,
Shri Bishnulal Upadhyaya asked @

44. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Kalabarr State Dlspensary
Doctor s quarter 1s in a very dﬂapldated condmon ?

(b) Whether 1t 1s a fact that the publlq subm1tted a, represen—

4th AUguSt 1970 and requested hlm to take up the mattet
W1th Health Deyartment and make prov1s1on of furd for,

constructron of Doctor’s quarter ?

e

<y
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{c) The steps so far taken by Government for . reconstruction
of the said quartens
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister-in-charge, Health) replied :
44. (a)—Yes,
(b)—No information.
(c)—Estimate received for repair has been sanctioned.

Re: Re-employmeht of retired Basic

Education’ officer

Shri Zahirul Islam asked :
45. Will the Minister; Education be pleased to states—
(a) Whether itis faet that one retired’ Basic Education
Officer was re-employed in:the office of the: Secretary; state
Board for Elementary. Education- against® the decision of
the Government ?
(b) Whether there is any provision in the Assam E-Iementary
Act to_re-employ_retired Government servant ?
(c). Whether _the re-employment of this officer was objected
to by some hon. Members of this House and the appoin-
tment Department directed the Edycation Department to
relieve him immediately ? '
(d) If so, the steps taken by Government' in'this regard ?
Shri Mahendra Moban Choudhury ( Chief Minister ) replied :
45. (a)—dne retired Basic Education Officer was re-employed
o Deputy Secretary in the office’ of the Secrétary, State

Board for Elementary Education, but he has not been em-
ployed against the decision of the Governmeént.
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(b)—There is no statutory bar to the re-employment of retired
Government servant in the Assam Elementary Education Act.
c>—Yes.

(d)—The officer was re-employed by the Board for adminis-
trative reasons. The Board has recommended extension of

the term of his re-employment till he attained 58 years of age-
The matter is under consideration of the Government.
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Re : Subsidised Dispensary in Srijantam A.P
Shri Kandarpa Narayan Banikya asked :
48. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a building was constructed by
the public of the Jopear Char under Srijangram A.P., Goal-
para Subdivision for establishing a subsidised dispensary ?

(b) Whether Government received a representation from
the public in this regard ?

(c) If so, whether®any action has been taken on the represen-
tation 7
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :

48. (a)—There is no record showing that the building wag
constructed in consultation with the Medical Department,

(b) & (c)—Yes, but no action could be taken due to paucity
of fund for appointment of necessary staff.

Re : Maternity Ward in Bongaigaon

Shri Mathura Mohan Sinha asked : '
49. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state —
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(a) Whether itis a fact that Shri Shew Bhagawan Haralakha
of Bongaigaon had sent a letter to the Government intima-
ting his desire to donate a Maternity Ward in Bongaigaon
Primary Health Centre for benefit of the public ?

(b) If so, whether his benevolent offer was accepted ?

(c) If so, what steps were taken to utilise his donation ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :
49. (a)—Yes, A 4-bedded Maternity Ward after the name
of Kajrimal Igshanl_al.

(b) & (c)—The matter is under active consideration.

SHORT NOTICE -
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS!

Re : News item “gagiq @47 Mg 75
Shri Sailen Medhi asked : '
+6. Will the Chief Minister, be pleased to state—

(a) Whether attention of the Goverﬁment_ has been drawi
to the news item published in Dainik Asom, dated 29th
November 1970, read as “qag‘é“ﬁ T TYA A in the Ist page
of the newspaper ? :

(b) If so, what action Government has taken. 5 save the
life, dlamty and respect of the teachers agamst tlus short oF
behaviour of the gaurdlans towards the teachers 7

Shri Kamakhya Presad Tripathi (Finance M1n1ster) replied :
6. (a)—Yes. ' ' : '

(b)—The Headmaster, Don Bosco High School, Gauhati has

—
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said that he had received :no  eomplaints: from;the Hindi
Teacher and, English  Teacher against the gaurdian of the
particular sf_udenf. "He has also reported that P. T. Teacher
concerned misunderstood what the gaurdian said in English.

As such Government do not ~ ‘propose  to take ‘any action
in the “mattery ‘ '

Shri Sailen Medhl Whether the Govt, is aware of the fact
that the mlhtary officer who is a guardian of student came
to the Schéol campus ‘and- called the teacher to the room
of the Headmaster and “in the presence of that- Headmaster,
the guardian of the 'studént threatened “the Teacher saying
that ‘if you raise your hand on my somd. will shoot you’,
As the Headmaster: belongs to the. Missionary organisation
the said,Teacher could not dare to make any complaint to
him although they very well knows English language We are
not concerned  whether the Headmaster received the complaint
or mot? What'we. want to. know from the Govt. is whe-
ther any complaint _has been received by the Inspector of
Schools. of G?“,lhatl to this effect ? If S0, what action Govt.
p’rlc;p-oses to take on it ?

Shri Kamakhya . prasad Tripathi : It appears, this enquiry
was ma.cle by the Headmaster .of Don Bosco School. No
report hﬂS been TCCCIVed from the Inspector of School

Shri Sallen Medhi : So, in view of this may I ask the hon’
ble Minister ,to make an enquiry into the matter through
the Inspecton of SChOOls, Gauhati, so that ‘the grievances of

the teacher can be removed ?
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Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : It will be done ?

Letter from Shri 8. P. Chaliha M.L.A. in Connection
with a Complaint of breach of priviliege

Mr. Speaker: Now, I have received a letter from hon’
Member, Shri B. P. Chaliha addressed to me which 1s as
follows : ‘I acknowledge receipt of the notice of complaint
of breach of privilege. But with regret am to inform you
that I am unable to attend the Session on the 16th December
as I am suffering and under treatment.’

In view of this I postpone the hearing of the complaint
till the next Session.

Re : Supplementary Questions

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, yesterday you agreed that the
right to put supplementary should not be curtailed and as
such, the questions which could not be answered in - this
Session should be carried over to the Next Session
Mr. Speaker : Opinion of the House were divided. S0, I

give my ruling that unless and untill the rules are changed
no suspension of the rules can arise.

Re Statement by the Minister on the Assam
Agro-Industries Development Corporation

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami : %319 =i1sT® «ib| Statement frats
2| =ffEa |

Mr. Speaker : A copy of the statement to be made by

the Minister will be placed on the Library table as itis 4@
voluminous one. '

.V"—_
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Mr. Soeaker : Then the Minister will make the statement

after the appropriation Bill,

Complaint of Breach of Privilege Against :

(i) The Editor of Assam Tribune, Gauhati ;

(ii) The Spscial Corréspondent and Representative of
Assam Tribune at Shillong, and

(iii)) Representative of U.N.I. in Shillong.

«Shri Phani Bora : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have given a notice
under Rule 159 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly of a complaint
of breach of privilege of the House and of me against (1)
The Editor of the Assam Tribune Gauhati and (2) the Spe-
cial Correspondent and Representative of Assam Tribune

~ at Shillong.

My complaint is, Sir, on 7th December, 1970 I drew
the attention of the House and the Chief Minister, on the
inhuman and ruthless eviction carried on in the northern
part of Kamrup district and to its consequences. The Minister

«Speech not corrected
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in his statement levelled a charge that I along with some
others gave him some assurance that if eviction is stayed
we shall “Voluntarily clear out the area_after harvest is over.”
(This portion of the sentence is put under inverted coma
because it was taken from the proceedings of the House).
Then at that moment I asked “who gave that word.” & hiéf
Minister said “You said”. T then denied the allegation and
said “where is the paper ?”’ Shri M.M. Choudhury, Chief
Minister said ‘“There is no paper, it was as Sou Ysdid ™.
Then I again denied it and said “If T say this is false then
it will be : uaparliamentary, so I say it is untrue” ( These
quotations are from the proceedings of the Huuse. )

But then the Assam Tribune while reporting this news
among other things had written the following :

“The Chief Minister, Shri M.M. Choudhury replying
to the allegations, made a counter allegation and said that
the Communist Leader Shri Phani Bora along with another
person assured him (Shri Choudhury) that after the  harves-
ting the encroachers would™ voluntarily leave the place.

But this assurance was not respected.......”

So far as my complaint is concerned it relates to this
portion. This is my complaint. The Speciel Correspondent
of the Assam Tribune at Shillong he has sent the news and
tlie Editor of Assam Tribune who has edited ‘and printed
it has not only been guilty of mis-reporting the  procee-
dings of the 'Hoéuse but by not publishing my statement
denying the aflégation of Shri M.M. Choudhury ‘they are
guilty of joining with the ' Chief Minister in a slander cam- -
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paign against me and, therefore, committed the breach of
privilege of myself as a member of the House and the House
itself. - In point of fact I bein’g a open supporter of land
occupation movement by landless agricultural labourers and
poor peasants of our own State can never assure anybody
least of all a Chief Minister of the Government that the so
called ‘“‘encroachers will voluntarily clear out of the area”
without a propcr inquiry and plan for a settlement. My,
Speaker, Sir, I have to bring this privilege motion againgt
the Editor‘of Assam Tribune and the Special Representatiye
of Assam , Tribune in Shillong because by publishing this
type - of distorted version of my speech in the House they
have sought to malign me before the public and thereby
they : are guilty of breach of privilege. I do not mind
their publishing that we have said in the Housé because
there is nothing to object. But I categorically depjeq
the allegatign -and said that alegation cannot be trye, |
can .nmever assurc anybody that those people who have
occupied land  will Voluntarily clear out of their owp
accord. Of course if the landloss people are taken to some
other place and given land then there may be some arrap.-
gement to = vacate the encroachment But sO far ag the

proceedings of this House are consemed I categorlcally den-

ied the allegatlon made by the Chief -Minister. ] have been

asked by many  people. outside  whether I gave Such ap

assurance., If you go through the proceedings of the House
you will find that I have categorically denied that | gave

such an assurance. . Therefore, the Editor and the Special
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Representative of Assam  Tribune, by not publishing the
correct. version of my speech, is guilty of breach of privilege.
They are out to slander me and the House should take
cognisance of it.

In this connection I also want to draw the attention
of the House to another news item published by this paper.
Sir, the other day my friend Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyee
requested you to ask the Press to clear out from this
House if they do not publish correct News. If they do not
want to report the proceedings of the House correctly, they

need not remain here. Sir, we do not want to bring privilege

motion against the Press because we want the independence

of the Press. The Press should educate the public for
strengthening democracy in this country. But instead of
of doing their duty, they are maligning US. For example,
on 8th December, 1970 the Assam Tribune published the
news on the findings of the Enquiry Committee set up by
you to enquire into the allegatioris against Shri L. P.
Goswami, Minister of Cooperation etc. The news item said

that the Committee have absolved Shri L. P. Goswami,
responsibility. The news item

Minister, Cooperation of the
absolved him

said that the 10 member Committee have
of the responsibility because they did not find any ground of

the allegations. This Tam referring to only to show how
they publish things and unless this is stopped democracy
will not survive. I therefore hope that you will kindly
consider the matter and allow it to be discussed either

{n this House or in the Privileges Committee.
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Shri~ Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya’: Sir, I wantto speak on
the admissibility of the motion.

Mr. Speaker : Distortion of a spsech of a hon member
is a breach of privilege.

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: It goes  a little further.
Probably your direction and ‘the direction of the House
will be llecessairy' for discussion of the ‘matter ' either here
in this House or in the Privileges Committee, if you .be
pleased to refer it to :the- Privileges Committee.: I want to
speak on the admissibility of the motion of breach  of
privilege. Sir' as is very well known, the ;question of
privilege of the legislatures in India has not yet been codi-
fied, and there is going . on a. great deallof__“ggitation in
some . sections of the Press that the privileges of .the legisl-
aturesd should be codified. IfI _remembor a;‘ight, either
in to-day’s Assam Tribune or yesterday’s _Ass_‘a_:m Tribune
there is an] editorial to this effect. I fully appreciate their
anxiety for codifing our privileges. But then there is also
misunderstanding in certain qﬁarters that theé ' Press stands
at a privileged * position, - étpart from ‘the privilege of
citizens and apart from the privilege of thei‘representa-
tive of the citizen. Even our Cheif Minister is reported “to
have said the other day that ths- press is more powerful
and more important then even the legislators. Sir, any

body is free to flatter anybody in any manner he likes out-
side the House and anybody is free to got the benefit out
of the flatter.rs and sycophant. But the point is very clear
as to what are our privileges. Sir, I do not have the book

«Speech not corrected
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with me, probably you have in page 42, probably, I speak
subject 1o correction, of Earskin May’s Parliamentary
Practice and Procedure you will find a chapter and that
chapter begins with the question of privilege of the House
and ‘of the Members. The {privileges of the Members in
India are analogous to the privileges not of the House
of Lords but - of the House of Commons. But the fundam-
ental point of our privilege is that we should have
unfettered freedom of discharging our ‘duties so far as this
House 1s concerned and anything which interfores -either
dlrectly or indirectly with the discharge of our duties without
any fear or favour can be construed to ‘be breach of privilege
of' the House. We do not want any other privilege. The
Press think that we are very touchy about our privileges
and we are privilege hungry. But they are entirely wrong ;
we wén]: only one privilege and that is we should be allowed
to function lwithout any fea_r or favour.

+Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : The hon. Member pro-
bably - knows that in our Rules there was a rule that an
M.L.A. cam.mt be arrested even if he is guilty of any
serious crime, without the permission of the Speaker and
that rule created misunderstanding.

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Even when it was found
that some or other a rule ¢rept -i.n, in our Rules of Proce-
dures that without the permission of the Speaker an M.L.A.
céﬁnot be arrested even when he commits a henious crime

sdpeech not corrected
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the House of its own should remove that rule. We do not
want that privilege that those press people will say that we
are living on their mercy unless and until we do not give
them advertisement, whisky and tea party we. cannot func-
’.(ion. If they fhink_so, they are entircly in  the wrong.  We
do not want their favour » We  want, they should know
that we are not going to be brow-beaten, we do not want
to be frightened ; we refuse to be frigh;ened.

Now, the point is wé live. on the good-will of our
people 5 on  our correct representation before the people.’
Here the news papers have been given- a special place. Here
our people—hundreds and thousand of our countrymen,
peasants and workers come to this member and that member
to obtain signature from them for getting entry in the gallery.
Though the seats in the gallery are limited we have reserved
a whole wing for the Press. Why ? Because, they may have
the privilege of reporting to the people, to the country what
is exactly happening in the legislature. But if one side is
reported and other side is not or misreported an impression—
wrong impression is created in the minds of the people and
many opinions, at time these opinions are adverse opinions,
inc-:Qtrect opiniohs, those opinions are formed in the minds
of the bcople. And, thereby, we é.re very seriously hampered
in the discharge of our dutjes here.' ‘It that portion would
have been completely omitted of which Shri Bora 'refere_s—
that particular passage, both Chief Minister’s thing and
Shri Bora’s thing—that would have been understandable.
Of course when the House sits long hours it is not possible
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for the Press to report everything. But supposing the member
is blacked-out consistently while others are not reported it
i$ a breach of privilege. As you know, I do not take much
time to the House as | speak particularly on some subjects
in which the other members do not like to speak that is
on finance and finaucial position of the State and the Govt.
on the Charge Expsnditure. But not a word was reported
in the Press. (Voice : perhaps you have not offered them
whisky) I'am not interested in either taking or giving whisky.
The question is, I make it probably they did not understand
it probably I could not make myself understanable 1o them
or perhaps this was Greek and Latin to them. If I find
that I am consistently unreported O misreported I
occupy a particular position in the House not because
that T am one of the oldest members but because I occupy
a particular position and the hon’ members Shri Bora also
occupies ' a ‘particular position in the House if they report

about others and not about us they should remember that
also if they delibzrately misreports or omits a part OfF
report a part of the whole thing which gives a wrong im-
poression that deﬁnite'ly interferes with our func'tioning
here in the House. Now th: Caief Minister said something
in the House and Mr. Bora -denied it. There wasisno
document. Chief Minister said to Mr. Bora, you séid_ this
and Mr. Bora ° I did not say this.” If this controversy of
which, there is no docnment, would, haye, bsem; omitted by
the Press that would have been understandable. How is it

&
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so far as Chief Minister is' concerned = he is reported” and
not M. Bora ? It is a question of principle with'- Mr. Bora.
Mr. Bora aid his party has given a call‘to the people and
by that call hundreds and thousands and’ lakhs of people
came forward even to break the law and ©that is- the
call he and his party gave to the people ‘and by breaking
the law hundreds and thousands of people have gone: to
jail. Because - they ' came to: know  that - there was sur-
plus land that land could be settled with the landless
cultivators. Therefore, it is such an important National issue
that even statute became less important. So strongly they
feel about it. You may agree with them or not that
is ‘different matter "altogether. But ' so far ''as the issue
on ‘which “hundreds and thousands - of party -workers
are engaged and on their call hundreds and thousands
of people have gone to jail, and if Shri Bora, who is the
General Secretary of that party and also a member. of the
National Executive, comes and make a secret understandiﬁg
with" the Chief Minister, though he publicly holds and backs
the stand, that well you may evict the people after the crops
arq_harvested : It isa dangerous thing ;' it is a character
assassination ; it is politically finishing of the ‘member. It
is not simple ‘commission ; it is definitely very very seriously
hampers the functioning of the members in the House,
Therefore Sir, from that point of view alone, this sort of
misreporting and this sort of incomplete ‘reporting here " is
more eloquent than if he’ would have feported = soméet-

hing.
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Therefore, I think itisa fit case—there cannot be a fitter
case for being taken as a matier of privilege and I also think
itis fully in accordance with the rules and practices
followed since -the days of question of privileg of the
lagislature . and you should allow this privilege motion to
be moved in pro