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PRESENT

Shri Mohi Kanta Das, M. A., B. L., Speaker, in the Chair,
Fifteen Ministers, Eight Ministers of State, three Deputy
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STARRED

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

( To which cral answers were given )

Re : Repairing of Staff Quarters of Norselise
Blocks
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Re : Conveayance arrangament between Silchar
Town and Medical College

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen asked :

#5. Will the Minister-in-charge of Health be pleased to
state, what about the conveyannce arrangement in
between Silchar Town and the Medical College ¢

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :

5.—A Bus has since been placed.

Re ; Special officer of Silchar Medical College

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen asked s

#6. WIill the Minister-in charge of Health be pleased to
state, ‘why the Special Officer has not been given

the authority as the Principal of the Silchar Medical
College ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Heal h) replied ;

-
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6.—Special Officer, Silchar Medical College is authorised

with all powers of a Principal of a Medical College.
Tae matter of designating him as Principal is,
however under consideration of Government.

Re: Governing Body of Silchar Medical College

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen asked s

«7. Will the Minister-in-charge of Health 'be pleased to
state, ‘what about the formaton -of a Governing
Body for the Silchar Medical College ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron M mister, Healt1) replied s

7 —The matter is sitll under consideration of Government.

Shri Chatrasing Terons Sir, it will be bztter if I reply
to starred questions No, 5,6 aad 7 togather, as

they relate to the same subject.
Shri Rothindra Nath Sen : I have no objecrion,
Shri Chatrasing Teron replicd s

5. A bus has since been placed,

6, Special officer’ ‘Silchar Medical College is
authorised with all powers of Principal of a

Medical College. The question of upgrading
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the post of the Special officer to that of the

Principal is under coasidzration of the Govern-
ment.

7. This has not yet been done. The matter is stifl
under consideration of Government.”

Shri Rothindra Nath Ssn: Re: questi>a 5, the Hm'dle
Minister stated that a bus has already been placed
for carrying students from Silchar town to the
medical college. May I know whether this is a
new bus or an old abandoned bus which was plying
in Gauhati 9

Shri Chatrasiag Teron s Taat informition is not realily

available with me, but as far as I know a new bus
was bought and it was meant for the Silchar Medical
College.

Shri Rothindra Nath Sens Will the Hon’ble Minister

make an enquiry to ascertain whether it is a new
bus or an old, abandoned bus which is

plying
there ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron : Itis a new bus, as far as I know,

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen : Regarding No. 6, the Hon'ble

Minister has stated that the Special Officer,
Shri Rudra Go,wami, has been empowered with all

the powers of Principal. But why that person is

i
‘o
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still desingnated as a Special Officer in a coll=ge
which is functioning for 3 yearsy Does not the
Minister cons der that to make the administrative
head of this college effective and purposeful, he
shou!d be given the status of a Principal ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron ; As I have already replied, Sir,
this matter of upgrading th: post of ths
Special Officer to that of a Principal is very much
und-r the consideration of the Government.

Shri Rothindra Nath “en: In spite of taking a lot of time
for consideration, in view of the fact that the third
year cours will commence in the coming year,
this college has not bzen provided with a Pria-
cipal but left in charge of a Special Officer
should not the Govt take steps to -appoint him

as Principal 9 Excuse me for = making a short

statement, Sir it has been said that this gentleman

is aged 62. That is none of my conconrn, it is the

concern of the Government. But since th: Govern-
ment are not finding any other suitable person for
appointment as Principal and since this gentleman
has been in charge of the college since its inception
and 'we find him very much effective, industrious
and purposeful and also in very good health,
although overaged, why he is not given that
honour so that he may look after all sorts of activi-
ties of the Silchar Medical College ¢
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Shrs Chatrasing Teron: The sugeestion of the hon.
member regarding designating the present Special
Officer as Principal will be considered when this
question is finalised. As far as his age is con-
cerned, I think h= is not 62, he has just crossed
60.

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen: Regarding No. 7, the hon’ble
Minister stated that the formation of the Gover-
ning Body of the Silchar Medical College has
not yet been made. How can this college function
satisfactorily y Sir, it is 3 years that the college
has been started and it is a very important institu-
tion not only for the district of Cachar, but for
the entire zone, say for the whole State; So, why
there should not be a Governing Body consisting
of eminent persons from the district, so that the
college may have the benefit of their wise counge]
and guidance for the well-being of the institution »

Shri Chatra sing Teron : I think, Sir, we are very mych
to be blamed for the delay in the formation of

the Governing Body. It will be done VEery soon.

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen ; Since this Ministry is old wine
in a new bottle, may we expect that the Hop'ble
Minister will forthwith form the Governing Body
so that this particulr institution functioins properly 3

Shri Chatrosing Teron : It is always our  anxiety that
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proper improvement and functioning of the institu-
ti-n is achived. That is very much our objective,
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Re : News about grant of full statehood to
Meghalaya

#Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your
permission I want to raise a very important and
grave question conceruing the integrity and solidarity
of our State. It has been reported today in the
Radi» that the Government of India has finally

“Speech not corrected
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deci’ed to concede full-fledged statehood to Me-
ghalaya and the P.ime Minisier is going to make

a statement at 5 0’ Clock this evening to this effect,

I want to know the reaction of our Government

to this development. I don’t know what makes
the Government of India hurry into such a serious
decision. I also want to know whether the Go-
vernment of Assam was taken into confidence
before tak ng such a decision. If not, it is a great

insult to the Congress leadership of Assam. Of

course, we are not very much comerned if it were
only a question of insult to the Congress Leadership,
We know that under the leadership of the Cop-
gress we had to divide in this way. But the peo-
ple of the State are vitally concerned. Therefore
1 want to know what is the reaction of the Goverp-
ment of As:am and whether it was consulted by
the Government of India before the Ilatter took
this decision.

¢Shri Mahendra Mohin Chaudhury: Sir, I do not know

whethier a final decision has been taken in this

behalf, but there has been correspondence between
the Government of India and the Government of

Assam. The correspondence continues and I think
in the public interest we should not anticipate
znything. The Government of Assam has been

consulted and is being consulted and the Govern-

*Speech not corrected
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ment of Assam will surely decide what action
should be taken in this matter. ;

*M. Moinul Haque Chauihury : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am
not satisfied with the answer give: by the - Chief
Minister. I myself was associated from ‘the v ry
beginning with the various stages of the ‘réorganisa-

® tion and I opposed systematically “the ' parc:lling
of Assam. I made it absolutely -iclsar ' to Mr.
Chaliha, the - then Chief Minister of Assam, as well
as to the Government of India that if a ‘separate
Meghalaya State was created Cachar would have
ultimately no I'nk with ‘the ‘rest of Assam and,
therefore, there would be no ' justification ' for not
conceding a  separate State for the '‘district of
Cachar, I would, therefore, like to know from
‘the Chief Minister whether they have highlighted
these difficulties of the people of Cachar and the
Mizo Hills.

If Meghalaya  state is fully conc:ded to,
there would be no other alternative but to concede

a State to the Mizos as well as to the people of
Cachar. I can re-iterate and say here ani let the
Chief Mtnister conv:y it to the Govt. of India
' that in case Meghalaya is separated, if Tripura is
is given a state and if Manipur is givena State-

hood, I will retrace all 'my -previous s‘eps and

*Speech not corrected
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fight for a separate State for the Cachar distriag

xShri Biswanath Upadhayar : I support the view of Shri
N.oinul Haque Choudhury,

Shri «Gaurishankar Bhattacharjyya : | also submit that
after we heard the Chief viipjister yesterday, i

struck Os that so far as this Government is

concerned, probably the Govt. of Assam was not
keen in conceding or in advocating

4  Separite
- State for Meghalaya,

The Government of Assam

if I understood the statement of the Chief Ministe;
correctly yesterday, was keen to see thit the new
experiment waich all the parties existing in Indj,
had hailed unequivocally in the Parliamzit and
which all the members of this House had haileq
here unequivocally, that ought to be given a tria].
But if the autocrats think that they can make
s.me decision today and change it into anothey
tomorrow, then probably, the entire situation shal]
have to be reviewed. I fully agree with Shri Moinu]
Haqu: Choudhury that if a Statchood s granteqd
to the two districts of Garo Hills and United Kgj
Hills, there can be no other earthly reason why
Mizo Hills should be with Assam and this shoulq
be conveyed to the Government of India that in
the interest of the Mizo people and in the interegt
of the rest of Assam, it would bz better if
Mizoram is taken away from Assam. So far as

/

*Speech not corrected
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Cachar is concerned, 1 fully re:lise that probably
the opinion in Cachar is divided in this respect.
Shri Moinul Haqu: Choudhury is not correct. He
is entirely wrong when he says that Ciciar will
cut off from Assam; Cachar is not cut off hecause
the Mikir and N.C. Hills have remainedin Assam;
So geographically and f.ctually it is not correct
that Cachar is cut off from Assim. But one thing is
correct that. the Cachar people also will naturally
feei that they also d:serve autonomy and therefore
probably some sort of arrangement which is being
taken in respect of Telengana shall have to be
made in  Assam so that the Cachar people m1y not
be feeling unnecessarily and wrongly tagged to Assam.
While everyone of us desire that the Medical
College in Cachar should develop. Some geatlemen
from Cachar they arc saying Silchar vs Gaulati.
It is not the question of Silchar vs. Gauhati Sil-
char should develop, Gauhati should be developed
and Mangaldoi should drvelop and-all the areas
should be developed. We cannot allow here in
this region which is the vital region of India
division and divisive forces. Therefore the Go-
vernment of Assam, if it is in corr\espondence
with the Government of India should make all
these matters very clear to the Govt. of India that
this piece-meal affairs will not do; if they want
really to settle the political situation in this part

of the country they should take the whole matter as
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a whole and they should come to concrete decision
which may bz lasting and long-term decision, This
I think the Government of Assam shouyld bear
in mind and they sio01ld convey this fesling of
ours to the Govt. of India.

oShri Phani Bora: “r. Speaker, Sir this ig really a very
vital matter- and since the Chief “iinister has

stated they are|in correspondence with the Govt.

of India, naturally this is the moment when we

; also should try to help the Govt. of Assam and
we  should express the feeling of the people of

this 1egion to the Government of India. Sir, 1

do ‘not see this problem from the poirt of view

of other Hon. Members who have looked into

this problem. Itis not the question to be decided

on the basis of what will happen to this

: region,
If this region is given Statehood on the merit of
this place and on the merit of this area thing
has got to be decided, on its own case

Whether Statehood will have to be decided,
thiswill have to be decided on the merit of the
question. I want to adopt this approich. That
is the independent approich. It should not be
tagged with other question and thereb; jumble up
everything. Now, for = example, it the question
of Chchar is to be considered it should be consider d
on the -basis of its own meri~. If from - the

*Speech not corrected
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consideration of the merit of the question of

Cachar or Mizo Hills we come to the conclusion

that they should be granted Statehood or auton-

omy, let them have it. But why then Cachar is
put against Meghalaya and why Mizo Hills is put
against "Meghalaya ~Why this kind of things
thereby creaiing ill feeling among our people. I,
for myself, want to say that all this question
should be independently considercd and copsi

dered op the merit of its own, There were
many people who were opposed to giving any
autonomy to the trib2l people at the very be-
gioning but later on they agreed to autonomy
and still later on they agreed to autonomous
State and now again they will agree to a
Statehoo 3. Why like this piecemeal thing. Why
not an -iategrated approach. I would advise the
Govt. of Assam not to look into this problem
from the point of view of -technicalities as to
whether we were consulted firsy) or we consulted
first. We should consider ths question on the
basis of merit. Can we not give a solution to
this problem, All the leaders of this region-
why they donot sitdown together and find out
an integrated sclution to the problemy Why they
leave the matter to be decided by Delhi, Why
not we decide; we should have that approach

to decide; we should have that sort of vision
to decide things of our own. Why not all the
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leaders sit together and find out a solution
and ask the Government of Assam and the Go-

veronment that this is our sclution and also
ask-either accept it or reject it. Sir, this is g
very complicated region and all kinds of people
live in this region. Therefore, what [ am afraid
is first and foremost some ill-feeling is again creaed
among people and T want to avoid it. I do not
mind if Meghalaya State is created. Many people
talked that if Autonomous State within the
State of Assam ijs created that will be an ideal
solution, I also agreed and said, well let us try. Now
if the sifuation has come to this, it is not because
of Delhi that the Meghalaya State is going 10
be created; itis bscause of the people themselves,
It is'a fact that the Meghalaya Assembly passed
anonimous resolution on this. If we pass a up-
animous resolution and therby claim that this is
the voice of Assam then it must be listened o

by the Govt. of India. Should we not respect

the unanimous voic: of the Medhalaya Assembly.
If we respect ourselves we should

also leara to
respect others.

Mz, Speaker : Itisa very complicated affairs, The Question

was asked by Mr. Barua whether the Hon’ble
Chief Minister has received any such communjca—

tion from the Govt. of India regarding granting of

a fullfledged State of Mcghalaya. The discussion is
controversial. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has
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made an immediate statement that uptil now he
has not formally reccived any communication from
the Govt. of India.

# Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury ( Chief Minister ): I
said, Sir, that the Govt of Assam and the Govt.
of India are in correspoudence on this matter. No
final decision has yet been communicated to us.
Now the discussion is started on some anticipatioa
or presumption, About i1he news also we do not
know anything. I have nct heard when the matter
is coming up but I can assure the House, whatever
we do we shall doit in consultation with the

Opposition.

« Shri Hiralal Patwary ¢ May I know from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister whethsr there is any move for
formation of Uttar Khanda comprising a part of
Goalpara District and North Bengal 2

* Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, this is a good suggestion
that has been put forward by the Chief Minister.
Our question is "about the news heard over the
radio this morning today that the Prime Minister
is going to make her statement regarding granting
of a full State to Meghalaya. Oaly y:sterday the
pew Chief Minister has made a policy statemeat
let us give a trial on this issue. We have nothing

*Speech not corrected
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to say if the Hill Stite is created.  The Govt. of
India could not wait at least for a fe
take a decision con this issue,

W months to
I am not so much
concerned whether the district of Cachar will go
for an independent movement, The Hon’ble

Member Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury who was

also ths Cabinet Minis'er proviously it is due ¢,

We do not
Therefore it is we

their fault that we are suffering now,
like to hear any vocal thing;
Sir, who &are just

creating division it ig not the
ccmmon people,

I thirk the Hcen’ble Chief Minis-

ter be pleased enough to take all of us ip the

confidence on this issue for certain discussion with
us so that we can express cur feeling after the
Prime Minister cap make a statement in the Lok Sabhga today

I need a persona) explanation after
the three speeches from the 3 gentlemen from the o

Sir, my point is this all through despite a VEry stron
in the Uistrict of Cachar for a

Ppositiop,
g d:mang
ate Topposed it

on of the Te-orga-
nisation of Assam came I myself Jent all my support for

unity and I opposed separation of Cachar With the hope that
if the Meghalaya autonomous State wag Created within the

Separate St
because I believed in unity. When the questi

State of Assam then at least the over aJ] unity would pe there.

There is no doubt about the fact that the People of Cachar

would not demand a separate state merely because of creation of
Meghalaya State. They are or I am not against anybody’ else’s

demand, They have been demanding a separate state for their
em ’
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long felt grievauces. This demand will get a fillip and will
became irresistabe if Tripura Monipur and Maghalaya are
made states. They are almost geogrophically isolated even after
20 years of independence. Their medical college is where it
had bezen; there is no progress in their Bngineering College
which was proposed to be established 7 years back not a
single brick has been put. Their Birrack Projsct has also
been kept in the cold storage. Just now hare is a telegrame

in my hand which says that the psople of Cachar would
start Satyagraha Movement for redressing their grievances.

Therefore they made the demand for s¢paration (interruption) Mr
Barua do‘s not have the monopoly of the House. [ was
telling that the Chief Minister that he should convey these
feelings to the Govt of Iandia; thiat the people of Cachar
lent support for the unity only with the hopz that Assam

would remain united. If a ssparate State is created for Meg-
halaya then the demand for creation of separate Statesin this
region is irresistable. We will have to consider this as well
This was what I was telling the House. I personally as I said
worked for tte uaity of Assam and even now 1 want it. But
then because of the situation sought to be created I will probably
have to retrace my previous step and ask for sparation.
This was only thing whatI had said. Now if anybody

speaks with'an eye to ihe gallecy I cannot help it.

Mr Speaker: I have closed this.

«Shri Hiralal Patwary - Sir, you did not listen to me

rather you have allowed other Members to speak.
I wanted to speak about the feelings of the
people. This Govt. has not right to cap up our
bodi s. Thev have t. consider the fe:lings of

#Speech not corrected
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the plains people also. Not 'only the  people of
Cachar, Mizo Hills or th> Meghalaya th:y have
to consider the feelings of Aohm, Kamatha-pur,
Mangalains, Rsjbongshies, ‘Sir, we are trying to
associate with the Govt. 1 want to know Sir
whether Govt. has got any information about
the formation of uttar khanda incliuding Goalpara
and North Bengal. Sir, this morning I have read
a letter in the “Basumati”  which states about
formation of Uttar Khanda comprising (Goalpura
District and Jalpaiguri. So this Govt. have to take

’

information of the press.

Mr. Speaker ¢ Mr. Patwary, it is not correct to say that

I gavs chance to speak to other. First T asked
Mr. Barua to speak.. Therefore Mr. Barua got
the precedence.

Shri Debeswar Sarma g Mr. Speaker, Sir, please, I want

the House to believe me when I say that with
the deepest sadness in my heart that I am listen-
ing what has bzen stated from the different sides this
morning. Sir, I believe, T did not listen into the
radio this morning, that the Chief Minister might
have I do not know, this is my guess- got this infor-
mation from Delhi after he made the policy state-
ment yesterday in this House because I cannot
presume that he is so tactless ias to make that
statement with that message from Delhi in his pocket,

e/
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Sir, we are at the cross road of history. When
the Meghalaya question was discussed in Delhi
and Members from different groups of this House
weunt to Delhi, in 1hat ¢ naection , I.a'so happened

to go to Delhi. I think ‘with Shri Prafulla Barua
I went to Mr., Dinesh Siogh who was ‘then thz
Minister for external affairs and whea we said
that it would b: an unwisz policy to Balkanise
the North eastern region, he flatly stated ‘what
is the harm if there are one thousaad States in
India " I just s:id, I do n>t know what is the

‘harm or what is the gyod, but that 1is a theory

which we caonot comprehend. Mr. Speaker, Sir, permit
me to say -1 hope I am not disclosing a secret - that on
that fateful day of 20th Novembar when Bomdila fell and
the late lamented Lal Bahadur Sastri and Shrimati Indira
Gandhi came to Assam, some of us elderly people who
were sitting in the Gauhuti Circuit House were thinking in
despair what was going to happen to the North-Eastern
region and what is the attitude of Govt of India towards
this part of the country. Now we are in a difficult position
and all that has been szid or most of what has been said
from different quarters, to my mind, has been said out of
phylosophy of despair and frustration. Sir, Assam has passed
through many calamities in the past but through our united

effort we have crossed over these, willy nilly. Now I only

.appeal to the Chief Minister to take into confidence at

appropriate time this House and before that .I hope and trust
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that he will discuss this matter with the party leaders. Let
us not do things out of angar and frastration; Lot u; pat

our heads together as we did in the past and decids the

matter. In the past we passed an unanimous resolution
but that resolution did not came into effect. Why it did
not come into eff:ct 7 Because at that time the Prime Minis-
ter made some anouncements and our Chief Minister and
the then President of th: Assam Pradesh iCongrass indicectly
committed toit, They said, when we questioned them, that

they did not acceptil or

reject it. Till to-day Tdo not know what that
statement means. If the Chief Minister and the
President of the ruling party, I mean Congress
Party, say that they did not acc:pt it or reject it,
what does that sigaify ¢ 1do not know. Sir, we
are in a very difficult time and I suggest that we

should break up now and different partis goand
discuss this matt:r, because this is more important

than any other busisess in the agenda to-day. What
is more calamitous is that Assam 1S going to be
hustled, as somebody said, by 50’ cleck to-day. I
submit, Sir, Assam cannot be hustled. Assam must
stand up on her legs. Delhi is not favourably
impressed with Assim at any time. This House
passed a resolution for a Second Refinery but
what is the effect of it ¢ Our crude oil is tak=n to
B .rouni by pipe and we do not get sales tax on it.
Assam produces crude oil and petrol, but we pay

&

<
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the highest price for petrolium in India. I am not.
speaking about a few Ambassador owners but I am
speaking about the masses who pay- higher price
for necessnries of life because Tramport'is expen-
sive. Sir, - this matter has been agitated from
1952-53 and on one occas‘on in the Lok sabha the
late lamented Suren Buragohain, Deputy Minister
to make a Statement, Shri Swaran Singh ths
Minister holding the portfolio made him sit dowa
and gave a ficticious Gulf parity theory. Delhi s
still unfavcurable towards Assam. The Chiet
Minister and other Ministers may go to Delhi in
their knees but Shrimati Gandhi will not be salis-
fied. Therefore, I suggest, let us be prepared to die
on our legs rather than live on our knees. I
suggest that let us break up and discuss this matter
and let the Chiet Minister send a wire, or by any
other means a message to Delhi that this cannot
be decided within 50 clock to-day and let us have
time to discuss the matter. Sir, Meghalaya has
been created and we wish them well, and if they
want a separate State they may have it. I do not
think that if we oppose, Delhi- will listen to us,
But let us sit together and let us not decide out

of frustration and anger,

Sir, mention has been made about Silchar
Medical College. Sir, during last seven years not
a bamboo post has been fixed for the Sciencs
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; College at Jorhat. But for that has Sibsagar dis
trict asked for -separation ? I submit that this
separatist tendency is injurious. Thank you, Sir

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjyya ¢ Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is a_ very
serious. situation outside this House. Hundreds of workers
coming from Chandrapur, Gauhati are squating outsiade and

man women -and Children are staging a hunger-strike. Why ?

Because the Jatias who started the Associated Industries there
¢ at Chandrapur with Government patronage and Government

financial assistance to the tune of over Rs. 23 lakhs have
closed down the principal section of their industry namely,
the textile unit, and asa result of that 530 workers-all local
workers- are now out of work and 530 Assamese famllies-by
Assamese I mean the inhabitants of Assam are faring starvation
‘to-day- Thisis a matter of great public importance and itis
very recent apd very urgent Idonot know ‘whether this
House is aware of the consequences that may follow. These
workers are very peaceloving and peaceful and they have n ot
created any riot or a fray and have not made a great agitation
because being the people of Assam, there are, by nature,
docile and therefore people have not heard much about ijt,
But all the same, the sufferings might ‘be silent and they are

sarene now. Now, we want that the Government should ste;;

fnto the matter effectively.

I understand that the Govt. fs represented in the Board

of Directors also. . But unfortunately, these officers who rep-

resent the ‘Government in that Board of Directors, are more

concerned with the Luncheon and dinner parties thrown by the

*Speech not corrected :
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Jatias than looking into the affairs of the business, otherwise
the Jatias who have all along been pressing the Government
for more money could not'. have said that they are facing
bankruptey and at the same time they are purchasing new mills
in Bihar. They are, now, I understand demading more money

from the Government, ostensibly to keep the industry running

and in reality to switch back the money in their industries
in other part of the country. What will happen to these fam-

.ilies 2. If the Government does not effectively step in and

if the Government dose not take over the mill either by it
self or through a liquidator going to the Court? I do not
know what the Government will propose to do. But this
is a matter of serlous nature, of very urgent public importance
and of very recent origin. Therefore, 1 think this is an appr-
opriate matter for discussing of which other business of the
House may be stayed. I do not want to go into details.

I think, the Government party will agree that all the conditions
that are necessary for an adjournment motion are fulfilled

in this matter and in your wisdom you may be pleased to
allow the motion to be discussed-
( Voice i what is the concern ?)

This is Associated Industries of which lion share is held by
Jatias and the Government has got a share to the extent
of 23 lakhs. Therfore, I think the Government is primarily

responsible for this matter.

*Shri Dulal Chandra.Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in addi-

tion to sgvhat has been said by our Leader I want

*Speech not corrected
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to make few sSubmissions. This matter has ful-

‘filled all the conditions under Rule 56541t 1s. of

g e, x
recent origin and a'grave matter of public impor-

tance ; it has taken place only at 8 a.m. to-day in

front of the Assembly House. More So, it is extra-

ordinary in nature that is under grave and serious .
circumstances the workers had to come here- and

resort to hunger strike just to focus their grieva-

nces which were placed before us times without :
number. But the Government has failed to redress

the grievances instead of assurances given to them,

* Shri Biswadev Sarwah s Sir, in case of an adjournment

|

motion the usual practice is, first of all they are
to establish the admissibility of the motion,

r—

2 '

* Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 8 I am going to show this

is extraordipary in nature. The Association of

workers have exhzusted all the avenues. They

approached the Government, they approached me

and 1 peisonally went to all Ministers to focus their ]
grievances. But Government did aot pay any heed

to this, Notic:s were served to the workers and

they lost their job on 8th of this month. As the

Government did not take any interest in the

matter the workers have been compelled to resort :
to hunger strike before the House to-doy. There-

fore, it has fulfilled the conditions of Rule 56.

It is extraordinary in nature because it conceras

*Speech not corrected
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the livelihood of more than 500 families and their
dependents. Therefore, it is a matter of grave
public importance. This is free from the restric-
tions laid down under Rule 57. Oaly one matier
has been plac:d for such motion and we have made
one motion, We have not discussed this motion
earlier. This isnct in the agenda paper. We are
not anticipating anything, It is not under adjudica-
tion in any Courst of Law and this motion will not
raise any question of privilege as it is not pri-
marily a concern of the Government of the State,
but it is the failure of the Government for which
the management is going in such away. Govern-
ment is having a share in it but tll today they
have not been able to take effective steps to safe-
guard the interest of the employees. The manage-
ment, at the cost of the employees wanted to
exploit the Government and at this stage they also
exploiting the employees. By considering all
these aspects repeated appeals were made from
different corners and I went to the pressnt Chisf
Minister and almost to all other Ministers for
taking a decision in the last Cabinet meeting. But
nothing has been done. Therefore, itis a clzar
failure on the part of the Government. These
employees have resorted to hunger strike when the
Assembly is in session. I consider we should inter-
vene in the matter and come to a solution so that
these people who have been working in this esta-
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blishment of which the Government has hand we
can come to certain so'uiion. Thercfore, I submit
that it has fulfilled all the conditions of Rule 56
and it is free from the restrictions of Rule 57 and
we may be allowed to discuss this matter through
an adjournment motion for the protection of life

of the poor employees and their derendents,

®Shri Biswadev Sarmah : Industries. Minister 8ir, I would like to make a

statement before the House but I would also like to point out
that the Adjournment Motion is not admissible. Firstly because
this has occurred on the last 28th. of October-the closing
down of the Mill. 7This is not a matter ot recent origin, So,
Sif, I' Hope "after. making the statement I' would like to meet
the represeiitatives of/the workers outsidé the House with
your permission and explain to'them the Covernment policy
in the matter and hope that you will' not press for the

Adjournment Motion-

Shri' Dulal Chandra Barua @ Sir, In fact we are not concérned with

the closure of the Mill. We are now concerned only with
the Hurger strike which is being staged outside the House-

the situation arising out of the hunger strike.

#Shri Biswadev: Sarmah : Sir this sort of hunger strike' is happening

every year in every session and partjcularly in other places
also after installation of: Coalition. Governments in &thar States.

But, I hope Sir, after I make the staicment... ...

*Speech not corrected
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+Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacherjyya: Let us not take it very lightly.

.Shiri Biswadey Sarma. Sir, Associated Industries (Assam) Ltd. was regis-
tered in the year 1959, with' a capital base of Rs. €0 laks,
of which Rs. 23'19'lakhs is Government’s investment by
way of equity and prefercence shares -and thebalance by the
Jatiu group. It took a loan Rs. €0,64486 from I. F. C,
and Rs. 10 lakhs- from: A F. C. by mortgaging the assets.
It has two units- the. Textile Unitt with 11,500 spinning
looms,: and the: Chemical Unit. for' tha production of Super-
phosphate. with an annual capacity of 30,000' tonnes. It has
also an SO02'Plant'with ths capacity to produce 10- tonnes per
dé)ﬁ But this: Unit could not be'commissioned till' recently. Tt
is' now commissioned’ for production of 3 /4' tonnes per
dav! The Textile spinning Unit weat' in to-production from
Jariuary, 1963 .nd the Chemical Unit in September of the
same'year. Thn Company has been sustaitig loss from the
very beginning; and the accumulated loss without provi-
ding for depreciation upto 31.370; comies to Rs.
49 71, 114, Arrears of depreciation not provided
for come to Rs. 63,05, 167 calculated on straight
line method in respect of plant and machinery,
and written down v.lue method on oth:r fixed

assets.

The raw materials for the Company both for
the Textile and the Chemical Units have to be
brought from long distances involving  heavy
transport cost. For the Textile Unit raw materials

*Speech not corrected
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has to be purchased from Northern India and
brought all the way to Assam, and for the
Chemicil Unit rock phosphate us'd to be imported
from outside the country till recently, but now
rock phosphate available in Madhya Pradesh is
used in this Unit,

The units of this Company be'ng located
far away from the sources of raw materials, the
cost of production is compartively a little higher
than that of similar units more conveniently situa-
ted in other parts of the country, Even then the
entire production of yarn from the textile unit of
this company is consumed within Assam and the
neighbouring States. So far the chemical unit is
concerned, it has not been able to go into full
production of 30000 tonnes per year as off-take
of Superphosphate within the State itself is low.
Unless the chemical unit can produce at least
25,900 tonnes annualy and dispose of the produc-
ting it cannot avoid incurring loss. Because of
the poor off-take, producion of Superphosphate
during the year 1969-70 had to be restricted to
12,076 matric tonnes or only about 40% of the
rated capacity of the unit.

Some of the machinerics of the textile unit require replac-
ement. But the Company, due to continuous loss, could not

undertake any scheme for necessary replacement of the worn

out machineries. This has also reduced the efficiency of the

P —
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textile unit, Another factor which badly affected the effici-

ency  of the textile unit is high percentage of absenteism of

workers of this unit.

The working capital accommodation provided by ths
State Bank is Rs, 25 lakhs only with another Rs. 5 lakhs for
discount facilities, This amount of working capital is inade-

quate for running the Company. The State Government, at
the request of th_e Compm‘y, approachad the < Statz Bink to
raise -the limit of the working capital from Rs. 25'akhs to Rs,
40 lakhs, and- the discount facilities from Rs. 5 lakhs to Rs.
10 lakhs: Bait, in view of the continuous loss sustain:d by the

Company the State Bank has refused to give highic accrmm>d

ation to the Compny unless the State Govt- gave: them the

' necessary guarantee. The State Govt. naturally could not

agree to stand guarantee for the Company.

There is considerable variation of prices of raw cotton
bstween the main marksting seasons and the lean mbonths.
The general practice of tee mills is to purchase cotton in~
the proper seasons and keep suflficient stock to help them tide
over the lean months with high prices: The textile Uait of
Company, how:ver, connot purchass sufiicient stock of cotton

in season for shartage of funds, and have to purchase cotton

in lean months also at higher prices. This also is aaother cause

of loss of the Compainy.

The Company approached the Government for. Financial
assistance by way of further share participation aad loan for
its fchabilitatioll. Waile th: proposal was under examination
of Government, the Company closed down is Textile Unit

from 2€Cth-October last, -
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The temporary employees of the textile unit Dumbering
530 were'thrown out of employment from 20.10.70

and the permanent employees were served with one
month’s notice.

Govt. is deeply concerned at the hardship caused
to those wh> have been thrown out of emyloyment
by the closure of the textile unit and the ,Teper-
cussions such closure of an established unit may
produce in the industrial atmosphere of the State.
The possibility of the Govt. taking ovec the com-
pany after re:onstruction of its financial base was
examined in consultation with the authority of
the Industrial Finance Corporation of India. This
is receiving Govts topmost attention , and it is
expected that Govt. will be able to take a decision
within about a fortnight’s time after a final round
of discussion with all parties concerned. .

And Sir, I am going to De'hi to discuss about

this matter with the Industrial Finance Corporation .

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : “sir, the hon Minister has said that

the Government purchased sharee to the tune of Rs,
23 lakhs. Was there any project report, because
later in his statement it is stated that the Company
suffered loss as raw materials had' to be brought
from long distance and so on and so forth; Secondly
what amount of money the promoters of this con-
cern invested themselves or did they actually start
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and do the business all with borrowed money or
money from the Goverument of Ass.m.

Shri Biswadev Sarmah, s . sir, [ have alr:aly said that the

capital bise of the Company was 60 lokhs. Rs.
23’19 lakhs was Government investment. It is obvions
that without the project Rejort no industry can be
set up anywhere in the country.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : - Whit was the ambunt of money
promoters invested ¢

Shri Biswadev Sarmah, : Rs. 6 lakhs was the capital basis,

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Asybody who knows what is

what would s2e that nothing is obious.

Shri Biswadev Sarmah Industries Minister : The Government
share is Rs. 23'19 lukhs.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah s The capital basis of the Company
was Rs. 60 lakhs. Out of this, the Governmeal’s
share is Rs, 23’19 lakhs. Whether the rest was
borrowed or was piid in cash by the promoters ?

* Shri Biswadev Sarmih (Iadustries) 8 So>ms money Wwas
® - borrowed from the 1.F.C. Tae figures are not with
me now therefore I cannot give all the details at
this momeat. Some money was borrowed from
the LLF.C. and some from the State Bank of- ludii,

#Speech not corrected -
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Shri Debeswar Sarmah 8 Therefore it comes to this fact

that praomoters did not invest a single rupee of

this own ?

* Shri Biswadev Sirmah .(Mijister, [adustrsizss ) 5 [t i8 not

known to me, it may be known to the Hon’ble
Member.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Yes, one can  start a business

without investing anything they transfered a
the Jeep scandal in which Mr. Krishna Menon
was involved, That company, it was said, had only
device® polire capital You cau start a business
with other people’s money. Therefore, we want
the Goversment to probe - into the matter, I do
not blame the Minister for this. It is not his child
he is carrying another maics child in his lap. I
only want him to study the matter, go deep into
it and then place facts before the House.

/

xShri Biswadev Sarmah : This matter came only in connec-

tion with the closure of the Textile Unit. So, I :

am not suppoused to give all the details in course
of this discussion. If the Hon’ble Member_ is interes-
ted I will certainly give all the details regarding

the capital basis. There are two more major points , ®

I have mentioned. One is, the project report was
made in anticipation that about 30,000 tonnes of

superphosphate would be consumed-in the northeas-

‘Speech not.corrected
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tern region. Secondly, the - cost of the:  raw mate-
rials has gone up of the textile unit- outside the
country. This has to:be brought from- within the
country, Now the prices - have 'gone up and the
production and the consumption has: not-gone up
satisfactorily. Now Sir, words made by thed IWE.C.
as well as Textile Commissioner, certain 'measures
to. revise. I.LF.C. In the discussion, he - says he is to
reconstruct: financial base and for which a discussion
is: being held at Delhi -on 18th of this month. In
taking -over this: Sir, the statement will be made
within the fortnight. I can take some positive steps.

#Shri Gaurisankar Bhattachajyya ¢« May-we take.-up some
sort of hope or  assurance that 'the.Government is
going to take over to see that the anity is running
and if necessary taking into tight. Actually the
member made outthe question-about the:losing of
the: concern. This * people ereated some - creditors
there. There « are - some - children -who:lare their
creditors. - Soas this has debters and -fictitus loan.
Government -will' see - thatit-is - not really: a losing
concern. - Government should ' see that- the 530
families be settled. It is only a matter-that Govern-
ment will take some concession besides steps to
see thatit would ~be run.

* Shri Biswadev Sarmah : T have already said ' about the

*Speech-not corrected
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statement already made to reconsider the financial
base of Govt. on the 18th of this month T cannot
hope to get in this House. I hop Sir, that it would
be possible for us to revise the Government policy
as quickly as possible.

*Shri Sailen Medhi ¢ As Minister has said that the Assam

Government have 23.19 lakhs rupees as share of
equity and 12,000 acres of land also was given to
that Company at the rate of 30 per bigha. And
nearly 23 lakhs of rupees I.LF.C. was given. Govern-
ment have got a representative there. The Boad
of Directors and the Director of almost prior to the
notice of the disclsure during that period,
the duty of the Government to
be done by Government side,

it was

see anything could
That was not done.
If the notice had been isued then the Government
now we are going to take action. When the Go-
vernment took decision whether losing concern

during that period and would take any steps. What

steps they have taken. 500 families will be washed

away. Government would have come in a proper
way. What action the Industries Minister have

taken during that period ?

#Shri Biswadev Sarmah : I am grateful about the statement

of the hon.Members. It is absolutely clear what
steps we have taken on this. It is clear to the

*Sgpeech not corrected
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House that it is a private Company. The State
Government have not power. Unfortunately, we
would not take over this Company. We will take
appropriate asure to take over this company. We
have requested the State Government and we brought
to the notice to this Company. They declined that
it is a losing Concern. The State Government could
not intend as to how we can diversity the products
of this. How other products can be manufactured
in this company $with the existing plants and how
best we can make the Super Phospet in this Com-
pany. At Delhi I have discussed about this concern.

That is why I have to go Delhi.

#Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We want to know the working of
the organisation. My hon. friend Shri Medhi wan-
ted to know to take the matter with the Government
of India. Now what is the fate of these 530
workers and their familys. Now Government is
gnoig to take up this matter with the Govt. of India.
That may also take time. Because we have seen
inspite of so many' assurances given by the Govern-
ment. The matter has not yet been settled. I want
to know the categorical replies from the Hon’ble
Industries Minister to help the workers in time that
the management can be arranged from the Govern-
ment side also.

#Speech not corrected



44 ADJOUKNMENT MOTION [ toth'Nov

#Shri Biswadev Sarmah : Now I canot cive the assurances,
Within the fortnight it may be possible for the

Govt. of Assam to take a final decision on this
matter.

* Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We are discussing some thing
which is not admissible tothe mot'on. Minister
has kind erough to give a statement, As Hon’ble
Minister has given a statement we are having
admissibility of this. motion ard itis at your
( Speaker ) disposal now. We want to know categor-
ically what will be fate oi the.sirike workers.

» Shri Biswadev Sarmah,: Isit not hypothetical ¢
% Shri Dulal Chandra Burua: No,

"% Shri Gaurisankar Bbattacharyyas Whether there is any
proposal of the Government with regard to the

workers who are in hunger sirike in the Assembly
premises.

% Shri Biswadev Sarmah: I met workers at Gauhati and

informed the difficuliies of this matter. Just now
I am prepared to meet the workers in front of
the Assembly premises o that I can explain the
situation to the Hon-ble members. The situation
is really very grave, and to resolve this strike as
quickly as possible. But my hands are tight legally.
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 Dr. Bhupen Hazarika ¢ Your solution will have some assoc
iation with the solution of the problems of the
hunger-s'rike during the transitory p:riod till you
make it rua over their work. Would you kindly explaia '
categorically for the welfare of hunger strike people.

* Shri Biswadev Sarmah: Sir, there is only notice period. :
During that moaths i.e. on 28th Octobzr till 28
November, they are getting their pay. After 28th
a starving situation arose. Then the situation come.

As I have said on the 18th I had a discussion at
Delhi to finalise it on 18th and 19th and then the

situation will b: different. How canI give a categ-
orical reply on this point as demanded by this

House.

-Mr. Speaker 3 Mr. Bhatticharyya

* Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjyya: As the Minister have
given the st:tement we will have to wait upto 18th.
Whether it can be discussed ¢ We may wait upto

18th.

Mr. Speaker: Let us pass on tothe next item.

Motion for Election of Four Members to ths
Estimates Committee | >

Shri Ataur Rahman  Miaister, Pirliamsntary Affairs 3 Mr.
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Estimates Committee

Speaker, Sir, I beg to move “That this Assembly
do -elect four Members to the Estimates Committee
from amongst the members of the Assam Lagislati-
ve Assembly to fill the vacanciss caused due to
cessation of membership undér ru_le 244 (1) of ¢

(1) Shri Ataur Rahman,
(2) Shri Durgeswar Saikia,
(3) Shri Sadhin Ranjan Sarkar, and

(4) Shri Golok Chandra Patgiri”.

Mr, Speaker 8 Motion moved. I put the question “That
‘this Assembly do elect four m=mbers to the Esti-
mates Committee from amongst the members of
the Assam Legislative Asscmbly to fill the vacy-
ncies caused due to cessation of Membership undey
rule 244 (1) of :

(1) Shri Ataur Rahman,
(2) Shri Durgeswar Saikia,
(3) Shri Sadhan Rajan Sarkar, and

(4) Shri Golok Chandra Patgiri”,

( The date and time has already been fixsd for

glection. )

The motion was adOpted.

-



Re ¢ Election of Deputy Spesker

=~ Mr. Speaker ; Under the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Assam Legislative Asszmbly I
fixed 13.11,70 as a date 10 A.M. to 11.30 A,M. as
. the date-and time to holding the election of , a
: Deputy Speaker for filling up vacancy caused by
the resignation of A. shri Rahman as Deputy Spzaker.

Presentation of the Twenty fifth Report of the
Estimates Committee ( And Ruling by the chair)

- Mr. Speaker s Item No. 3. Shri Narayan Chaadra Bhuyan,
Member, Estimates Committee to present the
Twenty-fifth Report of the Estimates Commitiee
relating to alleged mal-practices prevailing in the
Public Works ( R&B ) Department.

'M. A. Musswwir Ali Chcudhury : It has already been
: circulated.

Mr. Speaker : Yestsrday a question arose ~about the
authority of 'Shii Narayan Bhuyan to present the

report of the Estimates Committee. In this conn-
ection some hon. Members stated thatin the absencs
of the Chairman, if some other member is fto
present the Committee’s Report, he is'to be author-
ised to do so either by the Committee or by the
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Speaker. The rule 220 (1) of the House states as ,
follows :—

*“ Tae report of a Committee shall be pres:nted
to the Assembly by the Chairman or in his absence
by any member of the Committee.’

This is in line with Lok-Sabha Rule 279 (1) which
runs as follows

“The report of the Commitiee shall be peres—
ented to the House by the Chairman or in his
absence by any member of the Committee”

I did not find any provision in our rules andK
those of Lok Sabha-that a Member of the Committge
cannot present a Report in the absence of the Chajr.
man without being authorised by the Commi tea,
There may be circumsiances in which Chairmap
may be absent and callnig of the Committee ¢q
authorise a member may - delay presentation, g,
any member can present the report under this rule
without any specific authority from the Committee_
Under such eventuality ( that when th: Chairmap of
the Committee is absent or not availab'e ) the name
of a member of the Committee is put in the
agenda by the Secretary to prisent the report witp
the prior approval of the member concerneq,
Even during the sitting, when the Chairman is ot
available any member of the Committee is requesteq
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to present the report. This has the implied approval
of the Speaker.

In this particular c:ase when the Deputy Speaker
as Chairman of the Estimates Committee was
appointed a Minister he ceased to be a member
of the Committee undsr Rule 244. So the name
of Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan, a member of
the Committee was put in the order paper before
the Session. Shri Bhuyan did not turn up then Yester-
day appreheading that he would not be available
office requested Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta to
present the repoit, I did not find anythfng that
the office acted on the distates of some . political
party in such formal matter as the presentation
of a report. There are instances in which under
similar circumstances Member of the opposition
were also requested ‘to present the report.

Now that Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan
is present, I will now ask him to present the report
before the House.

#«Shri Atul Chandra Goswami ¢ <i&7% T2V, IifF SN AGEF
agifiel  wwanl Agel fafE caee? e cfwEs
tafem @ gl AMRS Toif%e A1 NI (SIAST  (SAS]
37 FiEq 9l FNA FfRA | Fw «ife wiHwa  ArEcE
¥ wifFoeE +fpaca fwfEsi @2 <UBig =N oo @b

*Speech not corrected
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e 22 fRe) AfeE @R @Rl g7 <R&e
1T |

xShri Prcmade Chandra Gdgoi: SRS Sfeqial, A3 @i fAie
Ruling, 3 =1t %3 fizal w12 el faf crests
Yty wgeifEfes A (owq sl wima @) w0m ol
(ST ©f® @RI a9l @l A2 R «ife ol tae

@ Assembly Secretary z (eraws 5@ wifle sl
(afgsi | Assembly Secretary o it wifgae  gf7

ORI OISy S| I Bl [ wf¥s zm  csfeql
A SUNB @t 7q | g wfenl i e o @ wials
LR Sl ST LR e E e ST -SSR
«fF5 1 G ARFRT WA S/ @

Mr. Speaker :. Now that our Secretariat Office shall not

act at the dictate of any political organisation,

They will work according to the direction of the

Speaker. and the Secretary on ‘behalf of the
Speaker as had been the practice up till now.
Now Yesterdays incident about Mrs. Sen Gupta’s
saying that who' was asked by the Party to present
the report. It may be - internal ‘affuirs: 1 found
that Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan was absent,
I might ask scmebody to move. I also investi-
gated and found that Deputy Secrctary also
requested ber as Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan

was nct available at that time, He was requested

®Speech not corrected
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by the Deputy Secretary and.the Comamittee offi-
cer. Iu the meantime there might have be:n some
internal undersianding when Shri N, C. Bhuyan
was absent. It must be made clear that our
Officers shall not act by the request of any
political party.

Item No : 3

Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan { Member, Estimates Commi-
ttee ) Sir, I beg to present the twenty-fifth
Report of the Estimates Committee relating mal-
praciices prevailing in the Public works (R&B) Deptt,
Sir, the printed Report wili be placed on the table
of the House during this Session.

THe Assam Panchayat ( Amendment ) Bill, 1970

+ Shri Ataur Rahman ( Minister, panchayat Sir, T beg leave
to- withdraw the Assam Panchayat ( Amendment )
Bill, 1970 ; iutroduced in the Budget Session of
the Assembly, 1970 under rule 92 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct c¢f Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly.

Sir, withdrawl- 'sought -is.in. compliance with
subrule C of Rule 92 of the Rules of procedure and
Conduct of Business in Assam, Legislative Assembly.
It reads- “therBill is to be replaced subsequently by

*Speech not corrected
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another Bill which includes all or any of its provi-
sions in addition to other provisions.” Now, Sir,
when this Bill was introduced in the last Budget
session it could not be passed as the Session was
adjourned. Thcre, after GOVERNMENT for certain
urgent reasons had to go in for ordinance regulac-
ising proviston of ths some Bill. Now, by virtue
of the Ordinance certain actions have been t ken
in the meantime, MNow, those actions have been
regularised in Clause 7. sub-claus: 2 of the Bill
proposed to be introduced in place of ti.e Ordinance,
Therefore, Sir, the Bitl proposed to be introduced
will include all the provisions of the Bill which
was introduced in Budget Session last in addition
to other provisions, namely, other provisions are
included in Sub clause 2 of Clause 7 of the Proposed
Bill. I would, therefore, submit that the withdraw,]
sought is quite in order and you may be pleaseq
to have the leave to withdraw the Bill.

Mr, Speaker: I locked into the points

raised yesterday
and also examined the two Bills

and also Sectiop
92 of the Rules of procedure and Conduct of

Business in  Assam Legislative Assembly. | also
find that Clause 7 of the Bill is also an additiong)
provision of the Bill. Thercfore, I held that the
Motion is in order. H=s the Member leave of

the House to withdraw the Bill.
( Voices- yes, yes )
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Tae Assam Panchaya: ( Amendment) Bill, 1970
introduced in the Budget Session, 1970 is withdrawn.

The Assam Fixation of ceiling on Land Holdings
( Amendment ) Bill, 1970

Shri Ataur Rahmnan : Sir, I bez leave to introduce the
Assim. Panchayat ( Amendment ) Bill, 1970.

Mr. Speaker : Motion moved has the member leave of the
House to introduce the Bill *

( Voices-yes, yes )

Shri Ataur Rohman : Sir I beg to move that the Assam
Panchayat ( Amendmet ) Bill, 1970 be introduced.

Mr. Speaker ; motion moved. The question isthat the Assam
panchayat ( Ameadmsznt) Bill 1970 be introduced

( The motion was adopted )

Mr. Speaker ¢ Item No. 5-Clause by clause consideration
of the Assam Fixation of Ceiling on land Holdiogs

( Amendment ) Bill, 1970.

In this connection there are certain scctions

where amendmen's are of simiilar nature, So, these

can be moved together,
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Arnendm=nts .1 and 2 relate to the:same Claus=

so. they can be taken together, and amendiments
3 and 4 are also of similar nature,

So, these two
also can be taken up together.

Shri Premodhar Bora' ;- T movye ‘my amendment,

M. Shamsul Huda ¢ I move .my: amendment;

Shri Bishwanith Upadh_vaya: I move the amendment

that “the provisions of Section 4 of this Act shall
be deemed to have come into force with. effect
from the date of coming iato force of the principal
Act, “In clause in sub-clause (3' the words “on
such date as the State Governmeat may, by noti-
fication:in' the® official ‘Gaz=tte appoint» shall bs
substituted by the words “at' onc.”.

Here in: the Bill itiis'stated that it shall come

into' force on such date'as the-State Government
may by notification in the official. Gazette appoint,
The introduction of the Bill has already beeq
delayed. We expected that the Bill would have
been. done long ago. Delay has already been
caused and if this provision is there then there is

no certainty of the Government publishing it

in the official Gazette. Therefore, I want to put

the amendment,
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#M, Shamsul Huda : =@ty @ wigiga, Assam  Fixation

of Ceiling on Land Holdings ( Amendme:nt) Bill
1970 .

a% famesa Clause l,subclause (3) @teg “it shall come
into force. on such date as the State Government
may by notification in the official Gazztte appoint.

a8 Sub-clause I $18s @B ALY g 1—

That the Act shall come into force forthwith
a3 fa@yy «BAT A¥4s 53 e AR AIG FIIF AT &S
FIFT I TT @G Qed BT G AR seo (gl
i3 «B3AT o115’ Fifea fog (78 @i®F &5 TIIF PPi1zs aB
@893 A @Ar QT gw y @el sife MI
sl 1B | @8 8T AIG (WG WS (98 WA 12 1917 603w
fegain W33 fage g T, IF NOF, GHAT,
[EIgNaFI AN [{osw TR fGa a@ g (@ @
JmI AE @A wid WE swisfe FF W 1 AF-
FING MU T3 (T (BT A3 1N PFA AT M AF
TH QA (AR NI WYR (7 (AGT IR | QR ©IgI AR
aw A iz A |

A -AYR Gian ifa . g7 I "I AN
co fagl W® JiAGIfF g g @iF (7Y {1V PR AR
NGO {1 a8 I NI FE A0 INIT FEAT de0
fagl =f3 @B 516 @317 Iz Mol WBF IHIIA IR
AIFIqId FAT oo siEglel (G939 I8 Mate wgigd
wwaw sgfew  ar a1 gy 5IFIRIAT MY a¥
TYGA - APE TG g GQF- oI MBS AFA WH A7
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I ©13  aBl AT i3 a@F | 4% qz fag{y SIET

¢o [REr IfAa =ify =fre  sarwsd oA Bfpal, (53
a8 1B TeFmAle Acqlst Hlag WIEE FrgeEas (Sl
w4 A4fA3 | 98 enSgwa aomer A ag WA slad e

NEAT wF aqa wFAF VG g sa AWMI 1 M

ANGS 16, e G (AZENlg ARG A13YF1 (-
LN FF @G 7 AP a8 @87 5 wAT Pl wirg
Afs s wwa a8z ass s @i e zIeRey
TR T QAT @ AES 0 g WE WNE  ©fiy
NI T e I @EE SIS deo
fal W =@e @ oR W wRe 2 i afey
92 R of6 rzit Fise et 991 @R 5@ 13
Tifte z2BlwT 3T 1w |

(A7 FRES)

R ot SIRRA Ae 99 WS Rare Tefz-qeR)g
TS TWITI A | G IS AR Al W Ay
12 @' wRey oA (Al certificate y3 |

Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika (Miaister, Jails, ete):s

SR MR, AR AWE CE 3Rz @fowl w8, @iy
oo Tiedaiz W2 R Seattw =Rfea, aie SRy
fra Wi w121 e Transfer catal =g

M. Shamsual Huda : (s(aey w12 3 oftaz 3wy
oISl @Aeld Fre M 2VWI AZW ©IF I WAL
it @fF ©i© eyt s A | WA AEIAGNT @}
oz ordicance Ffq =fFaa IS ARSI 3H
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33 @IS AFEA ST At e | 3 T @El @
Sz AT A5 @R wcel s s AfRde R e
cofoairz @3 Wt A3cal FwEs sizd. TR

Mr, Speaker: As the hon. Mzmbers are very much
desirous of passing all the staces of the Bill so
that it may come 'to licht during this session, I
would request them to be as short ‘as possible,

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: Mr. Spesker. Sir, 1 beg
to move: thatin elaus: I, subaclause (3)  shall be
subsituted by the following :—

“(3) It shall come into force at once”

Mr. Speaker : Motiion moved.

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyyas wps Tty W2 ol @
7 {1 A79q ebyw =iy, W} Fadd @3 wficEcs At
<fF A MBS AwAicy wwesel Wzl @2 edfw
afitass & & Ry seasal w4l 27, 98 AwiFs @font
<l B3f%m cofenl fifsras wusi3sd s @3 Radss
Setfaeia Wz 1 stfers rarsta zae @3 f6fER =13
A5 272 AT | 2afs @@t @i w27

ofd fosss wayey f[RfFsf (ze oAl ©F ¢
(Bre9d ST AGtiag ‘a5 2a (9% GLEhiaans
W33 R oy Afyy Wit AR L PR oI
F@leiz 3 IS (GRS Az fitgg ABCANRS
839 wiw{d Prime Minister & 439 TaAYl | FAAT
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TEE =ifd 1E sl | $gAR @dm wfie inspiration (o3
26 1 (sdw4 fAga inspiration (3 zew a3 (WIS
AR JAAF AMA TP Fm wizaan Az @R
RIL ST FEFQ) [AAH WA vam w13 =90
&% 2fdmyr R w9t Wfoanacs su=ms (o Ff @
(OSANT 77 IR qalts | odtaANE SRR aica
WA FRe—@ @2 R A Wy wdiaie cFfoq
22V 33 a7 A sq9ia @3 owaw AsTiary Befay
T AT 92 Fod 1O IR APy @wfens  Avmw
A2 FRIN el emT w—fEa s e PEACAT
PITMA Aol assent @13 *f{fFag caraifFa @ 93 2w
NP {7 AR @RIFI @3 cwme HawtEY A
3 =ife @R @Al Fa qMR wqiE AfFTe @y |
@if R 39 @AY AR @ —-BIFAT A% A4 BfFgar
CATGIT (oI9S TRl #wid Az 1 sifers Sibie
gl 4% i 4 otz 280 WF @S| Rewcst w@ adres |
AR AFAFT A5 [T AR @3 FAagaq Ao
T2 RANT 0T WA ABAB] AT A7 wfacani 1

Amendment
1 ¢tz @2: In Clause I sub-clause 3 shall be

re-numbered as sub-clause 4 and the following
shall be inserted as sub-clause 3 namely the

provision of Section 4 of this Act shall be

deemed to have come into force with effect from

the date of coming into force of the prircipal
Act,

*Speech not corrected
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78 IAME (Fel «IPRE @ s Clause © & Sub-
Clause 8% Sub- Clause © #f3a a@fsr) 37 @ZAIT
I ZRIT SIff¥q AR = I AR aet . =l
8 @z Clause 3 7r<ifgqg motion ¢Bfa F+Fs w2 42 ¥
@Sie 77 YfEall M I e @ @@ B W
9 A Ty 3 enifee o

@} SBAYAI YA Crwey wifRe off WEFR I AE
@ WG ei3e 47| Ifesrs  FifFwy qrewd SIAR
QBRI =F Beqw MERE G Atz qtaw N fw
fog VA (XIS A2 Brw4T AT 2RI AR WA 2@ IA
Semdy d ¥ etz 1 Baly A FIA (207 IEAF HIFIRT
A7ral 2oml AZ 1 AZEI 2B Wi WA FAS @fegl
qrye (SASAILA @3 I IR AN 2@ | (ONZ @3
@B @eFA (AT >3 2] frzcel WA ATee Vs
TS el fagl cztal A% 1 wify iy F3 AN @ It
wolq AT fE] e, 47 AR ABeel IwAl ATAT
wges 5 8% wiffe fral catal w12 | @3B AR (WA faEE
F9 AfEal | @Y wisle 531 7 AT YA (AAD
(e&EArFy @R oftatE ZA WfEa s 3 b9 sifFzAzas
aPettEs | odffe SINA el I12ET ergdl ©q3 IR
Ry Aeid AfGAS G2 @A 49 oz qFfAAS WA
TF Ty 4 TS 6IFE AR =AF 5II A5 22
y5¢q BT (Bl @8y AN AT (RIFIF  [A5IS1  GIFig
tosai@y Revenu: Reforms Department, Tenancy
Branch 3 A19@ (AAA 1 &I-AZT TN AIIF NG A8
s ofxg o3 ) BAI AWI SHIZINIT WEIF AR 1 WqINIF
sfigw  gismwalata Gauhati University I o afsr a3
Eilllen m“;;ir qma IR AN a® ¥F AGie WE eng |
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MBR RN A 8’ [ F5 a@EsrT @8 mibfuly
fofee @ugas sva 1 B @igas  wife i B aBas
Bems NIF M@zt =fEE |

TN A §—

aQF ARAT— AT ITI
Ao Arg—
B3I AfRFIer —8q &R 5 F51 3 16T |

78 AFIT—JIIGIA! WA
s AT—
[BA A=A :—eq fagmt

fofy 9939—
Fre13 yI—
NifgI #fFqe : @8 f&@=l |

Bify A9as—AAI! SaHl WA

AN ANT—
qEI AMRTTI—2R {7 9 TS50

2313 fo0a® MFIII AT NI Fa B afem e
FYBle 3z @igl B @wtas W wa,; ey an
aAw@ff @9 Fee 2a @ 997 «fF @ wing
gigat fim o WG [XAF G760 17 91 0 | o T At

AR |
Governmznt of  Assam,
Department Tenancy Branch Dated Shillong, thg

Revenue Refeorm

28:h - September, 1970,

No. RRT/61/67/33 in Column 7 and 8 of thjg
Department Notification No, RR [/29/63/148 dated,

12th August 1968,

-
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Please delete the following dsg

No, are 43.
Please read total area 299 bigha 3 khata 18 lecea
2kata 7 lecea and the area 299 bigha 3 kata and 2 lece.

§d/by P.K. Bora,
Deputy Secretary to the
Goverrment of Assam.
Copy forwarded for information and necessary
action to Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup. 2. Sup-
erintend:nt cf Assam Government Press, Shillong

az fufwe IR i @bl U1 3 Yfawel @ 4l
ofig I STIATAI NTO @F FA[@ESQ (A B copgr W3 |
e fFais NUI%MAT ©yIASE GNg | o @ s B FGaa
BIFNI [FIAI I FI1 B |

aa@s Explain sfa3 @ifsia 1 wiwazs @ouy Explain
(33 fazifqier | Revenue Reform Department @smief
wIgr I @8 sAfgale swm N @ @ng | REES
(FIQIANS S W QA (98 AU [ I 518 WG
tee ANF GIINA LG AR S (FUAL (DI S8 B oz
IR fFg @FGAZ | we fIype  Pipescandle 3
AT | ©e FF 7 Revenue (3st (o9 oI 55 |
189 B Ha3 fHaela ' fga == Revenue ‘Department
3 Reform Branch a ais Ma® g FE faEm) «@s
{18 Reform g s’a@ 1 Petitioner @ifga (wigraws s

igenitE = - @A (qd) | 5590 pNI JW (B*®%=2F fiwl Govern-
ment of Assam ¥ f&er Order twBBr ga

( s19s3 ANTFD )
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AIAFPNE (IF Ala q83 1 wiF FI@eal @lig | @B

439’ (e Revenue Department 3 :1m1 3mw fga

AOF, FMAT AP ShEFT WS WG @ ems | a3
ReiF 53T WG g eIIZE BIGA fowaws | ez
Acqusition of Religious enrolment Act sis wrms
WIFII NNE GITNI @A (g oSl wanINET Eipa!

YR W IR T e | % @A W [ a6
%3 <Aan )

fagta <21 (zte Refinery g woara o1s’ awas syaiga)
ErEIA [T agew Iz 4 A= W e o3 B fpag
Act R3S Aw3 e Y (WA GNEHIT Ve P
sf3 i B Act 3 B89 fafa | a®eBl v5e? BRg q txg
a1 WU wwg <R afem B wig@ way
es3e enalgy wzm 1 Bes «iitst P.C, Dan Sray 3 siarg
emsr @ famt w6 Fee Sample Grant © fwfy ey
a8 47 wled ¥'d sufs/er wifaya |  afesl wig3 3 Ele

witat Fee Sample Grant 3 =iffe =@z w5 e o {FTe
Bl [N | EfS 0913 A 9T {18

tNIF PO BRI (e aBEl @ ISWWA @Wiwig RUIET
GIF gUAHF IGZAH CleII  wAFEI IU w7 4 Rtmt |
Qrawa GBI [FufRT (NGR AENFTI TS BIRIT oy
;. [rma @ga WITHI 569 = e @izl g g gy

e a8 B oIfw aReE #30 ol

puste W@ afbl sl 3 Yfael @ (AT a8 ey
TG TP @8 @B ©Eo (I | AR WNIS WA wryg

% SifeE NI TGN Slal 51T |



Y

1970

The Assam Fixation Of Ceiling On Land Holdings 63
( Amendment) Bill, 1970

« Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury, (Chief Minister ) ¢

5l @3B! & | FIIq, @B GIZF AT A0 I >5tY PAG |
198 AT (Ois AGT IFNEl AIKEs g eee e
ANAS  NB AGUB EET |

« Shri Govinda Kalita : (&g a8 FIIH BIRI[I FIHIA feas

s faml WB @ng 1 IFWmHIT 95qT AITGR AT QG
gpk fa=l 8 F5! » @is! WB @z | ITHFT a8 WVE GITNI
i@ [AfEBat camp &+ fiwg | BHWIF #IBS oR¥ (AT [NI
awa  ATZI 505 f[ar 3 ST o> @G wWrg A W
Bsifas & 5 8ZI 08 fagl 8 51 o> @B a8 =S
@ifg 516 ZIT  PBIET vy CIfRY 5T AMHA8T FF
i (AfEEAT g osioey  ©ifste | aRBIR &q 3F!
AT 3CABA BT T 5Ly 57 IS GG Qi
a8 FF@ GITIIT IB TIF @izl @@ ABI HO© g9
fRola 9119 FAT TISMax GITNT ST €,0,09799 B!
Sl 9AIBS! FFFEMA Gigla Fgop I8 |

( srana )

gwIA 736! ¥ Bibie1 wmowfay pigla ISFBEI S@AT
#@Em | S©lF AT I3 %A FIY qe,r'90-9> ALXBI N ©IF
BT T I HAIE €5,958°c %861 | IS A 3R Y
¢y TG 8Co BI1 1 @BB! mE saEHma 6igraz HEyIF
%8 a8 FABIC &©IF gJ W@F(F  challenge F(F M |
fBRMT, TA @3 A& A 1Y FYWS AN S0 @AY 88
TiGla uso BF! I AIBT QZFE SfF 5@ 5O @Y ©Yd'bo
si861 | WS SNA 28,8»,998'v0 #¥GI | Mr., ws® faa
eIl g ¢9 BT Se8'eq 8511 ©IF siipT &l
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ANA AN 99 FIGI 9500 HLHI 1 AR Wy @983 [N
wZT FIGIA waAng ol o & Q@ qme ik

@i [©eAIFI 31 7 b tafgd@ A% Bwlm @ carsr
ez aferm | Oy waswa 615933 [ qTZ WAl
e Sfng | wE@EnE a8 B velws iRy tas @
BIFIIT I dovw: Ik | wlfg Iaesd  Ging (et
wFE a8 W oy fzrg |

( 97 UG )

TR AT G ANy AN @f WP qHeto5ea  BAS

va T8 @8 widNe e} wwa VeI rana® WG
FOAT 1 OBYR | BATIE (©G @I - NBIFE  BAFIRT (g )
wife a® W aw aw BT WA QM g | QB!
I3 IR GAF - FAN BT AR WBAT N8 Q% FIAY
Amendment enftgl AS-3g'q- Refrospective =& 37|
ifer TS wE Az W @EWEN Ty FIgI T @iE )
@ifE IR AINAR: FEI FFS B AT WiHT T
A AW W [@F fexta @zw @ iz 1 FAw
g3 #13l 7 Ancillary Purpose Serve 33 anfsifed 1%t

(RIFL AR IR WA AF @it F0A WG @iy £ AR
aifgl 2T AT o1 @f dWIIB amw T |

#-Shri Phoni' Bora : Mr. ‘Speaker, Sir,"in support of the
amendment may I say a few sentences ? If the
purpose of the Ceiling Act lowering the ceiling is
not for propaganda alone and if it is for removing
the feudal cyclic that still exists in the rural eco-
nomy in our country no one can ever reject this

#Speech not corrected
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amendment. If one only wants to support or pro-

-pose this amendment of Ceiling Act for the purpose

of propaganda he should think before whether it is
implemented. - But for real implementation of such
an Act for the benefit of the poor people, for
bringing a change in  the rural economy that is to
say ah economy based on some reforms. I do not
say and ‘mean socialism. I do not feel that. Our
Chief Minister Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury
may very well do - something, but he cannot build
socialism. I am ' not one with those who consider
that Indira Gandhi and her follower are out to build

-socialism“in the country. They are for certain

reforms in conformity with their own class interest.
Anybody who 'has got little knowledge of socialism

-and contradiction he knows that bourgeosie has got
- a‘‘contradiction with the feudalism. It is every-

where and bourgeoise and capitalism do not with
the interest of feudalism. We are out to take this
contradiction. Let us not forget about their con-

“tradiction. Socialism cannot be brought by them ;
it is-to be brought by the working class. Not only

you ' cannot do it in your life, if the bourgeoise sit
in the power they will not be able to bring soci-
alism. ‘They can bring certain amount of reform in
the land relationship. They will once move from
this side to that side like a pendulum. One should
be ‘very clear about his  capability and one should
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know what he can do. In this connection, Sir, I
support the contention of my friend Shri Govinda
Kalita. Omne day just about a month back I had
a talk with a Minister, I do not name the Minister
and he himself knows that lands are being fragman-
ted in the name of daughters, daughter-in-law, sons
and son-in-law. In this country, in this State and
here all these things are going on. Not only that.
Even in tea gardens, particularly in Cachar I found
all kinds of manipulations are being resorted to in
order to avoid enforcement of the Ceiling Act.
Fragm entation has already taken place. I was
insisting  again and again, I was appealing
to the Government again and again to do
something to prevent this fragmentation. But the
Government did not do anything. Therefore, I have
got every doubt about their intention whether they
themselves can do something today about the land
relationship. Unless there is a retrospective effect
the purpose will not be srved. Because, for exam-
ple, if we believe that the present rural economy
is based on feudal relationship the intermediaries
are exploiting the blood of the rural cultivators and
if we want to bring a radical change in the rural
economy then, Sir, as a result of this Ceiling if land
is divided in the name of different families thereby
giving effect to the Ceiling Act will it bring a change
in the economy ? I say, it will not. Last time,
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when Mr. Moti Ram Bora was alive Land Ceiling
Act was passed I told him how could he bring a
change by such Ceiling Act. He told me that one
thing was there and that was that the lands were
being divided and this was their achievement. If
this is the idea ofa Ceiling Act then I want to tell
the Government that you are not doing the justice
what you propose to do. You are saying this like
hypocrates and you are not trying to implement in
real practice, This is not the aim of the Ceiling Act. We are
supporting not the fragmentation and division but we are
supporting it to implement the Ceiling Act ‘ruly and effectively
so that we can bring a change in rural economy. If we
sincerely want to do it then, Sir, retrospective effect must be
there. In many cases Government can succeed. For exemple, if a
family has divided 1,000 bighas of land among the members
of the family and if retrospective effect is given then all the
land can be taken back and distributed among the culti-
vators, But if you do not give retrospective cffect then the
land that is divided, you can not get hold of it, And for this
the whole purpose of the Ceiling Act will be frustrated.
Therefore, I would say, I believe by this you will succeed by
this Ceiling Act to the extent of some reforms in the land
relationship but not to the extent of socialism, 1 told one of
my friends you do not believe this bourgeoise. They can
never bring socialism. It is the working class who will have
to work forit. For the present we want to take advantage

of the contradiction between the bourgeoise and faudalism.
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( A voice ) You may not understand contradiction. The con-
tradiction' between the bourgeoise and feudalism is going to

develop it and 'we are helping to develop it and we are gaining

“and the " people of India” are gaining. Nobody will 'be able to

‘prevent ‘it.  'Whoever may " try'to prevent it but they will fail
3

[ The House then adjourned for lunch ” til] 2pm ]

( Aftef- I.ﬁknch )

#Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr, Speaker, Sir. while supporting the

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarma :

_ amendment from this sjde of the House, T would "like to make

certain observations. It isa very good thing that the Bill seeks
to give relief to the common ‘Peasants, ‘Specially to'the common
cultivators.  But in tespect ‘of enforcement “of the 'Bill it says
here, it shall come into ‘force on suck date as the' State Govern-

ment may by’ notification in' the” 'officia] TR determing,

' Sir, many such Bills have -B.EEil'adopted O S T

but it takes very long time to 'give effect to tlie Bill and there-

by the main purpose of the Bill. get_s‘ fru;traied'.‘

S NI, W @3 qifer T T
oyl a2 @fF @ bifT A3 @ AR Bt SR s <205y

978 74 Ol

Shri Debeswar Sarmah @ (S(4rs AIGfA e ffap =isire °an3 ﬁﬁ@‘ii 7|

Uit ot (Feb] f5ifer wifecel

Mr. Speaker : Our whips should be more alert-

#*Sreech not corrected
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| Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Sir this party’s dfflculties have
H— * been described by Mr. Sarmh Tdo not want ‘to “repeat.

f
g . e ikl

#Shri Dulal Chandra Farua : Though the purpose of ths Ceiling Act

was a good one, at the time of implementation’ of’the same

it could not giveany good effect, neither “ould it solve even

" a‘percentage of the land problem ; 50 it could not’ give any
1 relief to the common people. For in'stance,"'Wh-en the Ceiling
Act was propb:éed to be p'issed by this House, ‘the landords,

mainly many of the tea garden owners—I  can mention the

name of Jalan Tea Company in Dibrugarh —sold’ out many of

thehr lands to individual persons and “also ‘they” have divided

their land ramong their own sons and 'daughters. This company

also consfruéted'mény 'buildings on those ‘lands and have

rented them outto Government.” A big area of land in that

locahtv has been “allotted by backdoor msthod to “individuals

of the same family, for which the Ceiling’ Act could not be

given effect t0. In thesams way the Jokai “Tea Estate have

3 also managed to sell ‘ot big plots of 1and to various indi-
v1duals at'a hlgh price aad afihe same time ‘to divide lands
among thelr owh Kith‘and kin for ‘which the Ceiling Act could
“In the meantime, you “will'be surprised

not bs gwen eﬁ"cct to.

to hear that when this legislation ‘was 'under '‘preparation by

) the Gove.mment, " somehow or other it camie to théir knowledge

and many of the tea garden c')'wners ‘have 'started sélling their land

o 1nd1v dlltlS and s> the 'land’ ¢ould” be given

nelther to éx tia gardea populat on ‘tior could be
e t voa 1t ;

*Spgech not correctcd




70

The Assam Fixation Of Ceiling On Land Holdings [ 1Cth Nov

( Amendmeat ) Bill, 1970

acqured for public purpyses for seitlemant of
the landless people, In Cinnamara the Jorhat Tea
Company have sold out big portion of surplus land
very recently. When the matter was brought to
the notice of ths= Deputy Commissioner, an order
was passed by the Deputy Cemmissioner, but even
by flouting the DJepu'y Commissidner’s order they
have very recently sold out big plots of land.
The same compainy have also made arraingements
to sell out more land befor: the Act comes 1into
f-rce, Therefor, Sir, it has been cbserv.d thit un-
less the Actis given immedi te effect,
will not be served. It will simply be
for the party: =n  power for
the mnext general election;

the in'erest of

its purpose
a slogan
propaganda  ip

it w1l never serve
the comm n people. Therfore
already said, before coming up
Government oguht to have
set up a proper machinery for i's lmplementauon
make proper assessment of available land and draw
up defin'te schemes for rehabilitation and settle-
ment of landless people. Without having these
things ready it was not wise on the part of the

Sir, as I have
with such an Act,

Government to come up with this proposal. Sir,
we welcome this Bill, but unless it- serves the
purpose for which it is intended there is no yge
passing it, Sir, as our leader rightly pointed oyt
yesterday,’ this Government will stand first among

e
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the States in India in regard to the number of
Bills we have passed, but in respect of implemeanta-
tion it will come last. Therefore, Sir, Goverament
should not sponsor any legislation in a half-hearted
manner.” If this Government under the leadership of
the present Chief Minister treat this merely as election
propaganda we have nothing to say but if they are
aiming or thinking seriously about solving the
problem of the landless persons, if they want to
reorient the land reforms policy, then I do no:
sec any 1eason why it should be delayed. It is
stated that this Act will come into force on such
date as tne State Government may by notification
in the official Gazette declare. Sir, it will be a long
gap and will be very harmful to tas people. Taere-
fore, by coasidering all tacse aspects I feel that
Government should not hesitate to enforce the
Bill as soon it is adopted in this House. They shou!d
immediately build up such kind of machinery which
will see to taie succesful imple nentation - of this
Act. Therefore, Sir, I hope that the amendment
which has been moved from this side of the House
will be accepied by the Government for successful
implementation of this Bill and also to achieve
the main objective of tae Bill.

Thank you, Sir.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the amend-
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ment moved by Shri Kalita is no doubt attractive.
But what are the legal implications ¢ [ wish
Mr, Bhattacharyya may enhghr
ple the amesdment seeks to give retrospective
effect from the date of tha principdl Act (the
principal Act was passed in 1956 1 suppose and
thereafter it came int> effect); it embraces all
sorts of lands including tea garden lands.

en us. For exam-

Up till now there was an arrangement and
bi-partite understanding between the Government
and Tea Plantation that 1:2 formula will be appliea-
ble. Now, I am feeling attracted towards this amend-
ment. In my own constituency in Borhalla teg
estate, a large area of road-side land were sold
out in parcels, I mad: representations to Goverp-
ment and also certain local people wired to Go
vernmeat. But nothing was done. But this wag
give retrospective effect. Whether the Tea gardens
will be discriminated against other laadsy Wil
it belegal 9 Therefore Is.ek a clarification from
the proposer of the ameadmeat or from the othar
friends. Whether retrospective effect can be given
for 12 or 15 years back: Discrimination wiil cre:p
in between New ILease Grants and other Kheraj
cultivable lands. I am se:king clarification on thig

point.

‘Mr, ‘Speaker : It is:legislative, competency of accepting a
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motion or Bill. As regards constitutional matiers
whether clause (b) is ultra vires that may bz left
to the proper court to decide.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya ¢ We cannot be the

Supreme Court nor arrogate ths funstior of the

. High Court. Thoat will be declared by ths Court.

" In the voting the hoa. M:mbzrs should bear in

' mind that the amendment is perfectly a constitu-
tional thing.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah's Any wiy the h-n. Member
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya may say if this
amendment is in accordance with law.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: Even Courts, even the
High Courts are found to be wrong. Now that
is a point of view of the Coastitution, because
of th: re rospective nature the hon. Member may
think it s illegal. I am not here as a lawyer

and cannot give opinion as a lawyer.

" - Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : We are not lawyers
here. We are simply law-maikers. While making
the laws, W€ should see th: pros and cons that
might be remembered by the hon. Members.

- There is a Court of course to sece whether there
is any constitusional provision of law or not,

Mr. Speaker 3 There arec man_y an}gndments in the same
amendment.
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Shri Gaurisankar Bhattachasyya: So far as our amend-
ments are concerned, their purport is that the
Act should come into force at once. My hon'ble
friend Shri Govinda kalita has siid that it should
retrospectively come into force in 1967,

Mr. Speaker: There are many hon. Members intending
to sp:ak. They are submitting several amend-
ments; Members will have to be adjusted other-
wise it will take a a long time. Already 5 or 6
hon. Members have spoken.. I am taking next .
third amendment.  That will . be converient,
This one amendment has takea about two gand
half bours.

Shri Promode Ch-ndra Gogoi : wiew) SReqIF, 73 sy
feag A& FEA A8 FT EARME, [TE GG ozgs
w25l ol Gl SRfEA R wte @3B sw fag
g | oAfere fB9s fBfer oi2a saglg wma sl e
tzrz ©fe {2 AT ! oAfre 5IIMI @R FREwa gy
Ffig @fea P IRAR 2T AN I BF MR citv wfig
oAt 91 =ifera? w9 e | afen @2 s b3t Rgsayg
erqre - fida oz 1 g afowl =g® ooy - wyarg
7o 3 face @ Tize @feul @2 fRa SR 3R ..

Shri Maheandra Mohan Choudhury : «fem Tizw |
Shri Promode Chandra’ Gogoi s @2 @féls (123 =fq1 - wqragq

MEeArs ¥3 ATFERS 51z qio=R AT 793 13 qrees |
g3 dafema o[l Ay qetacs (U9 2SRRI w¥r Wi
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ot wial ST ~iRE @ @daEns Gt {fa sR fofa
Gizas TIF e | @3B @ae 27 @2 @32 A TS
Btz oita wifeie awra W R =f{te 31 2VEI IR
=tfzrs |

Shri:Debeswar Sarmah': «f#s 5izs ' Amendme:nt (gl A<

Shri Promode Chandra Gogis 37, fag#tstag 93zlB stz a3

Y4 i O o o B VI T R o AR S M
faapt 31 z=ieg <3 falz | s 12w FIFIN b1z IfAA617
AfE codatey . SfeRe A R «f&s azg- 2Here2
iy -3l @ o fagl =fe @@ ewig - =33 @t
A2 piz. Ao ETATE 5ITIeT AW - IEE  =F
AffRare =it 52 (e 3} =iz | 3wt =ife - ©ifie
R (@ @2 @fEE T3 A9l eI WAE @3 AIGEES
@3 TEFATA gte  AAfe I3 =g ¢ wifE @i @§ @
@2 @ weiFEE @2 oAe Als IR FGIH 9T |
A ARFI- Sifg =R @2 fam G 1 b 289 )
WE @2 3 e [Seas  fifiae Wi zwefe . Rz
@2 5 Rae & ozg ¢ @@ W s fGay oosfRer [swl
ge WG @3ma 39 wEe  fAml FfF0 =wifie =we  gite
afeqty s\ (@itat snzas wF @ GrRiE o estfEar
IR P FF A | Wi wfw @3Bt s eIk A4l
PR 304 (SR AB - qiET Raws wzae wife fk
s Wi Ao <fe @2 [ sizqaare 34 23
Al ARl @ fae atfaa gics ARE -=@a) 5 e
s fare oRFEE! 2 3 [l [ e sfEree [
sf@q cmrifRr . fere @2 AEFT TAI SF] seea HACS
A o wifAfEa @bl Fged F30a AWA Z9



76

The Assam Fixation Of Ceiling On Land Holdings
( Amendment ) Bill, 19/0

[ 10th Nov,
R GIRGre b7 A | =iy @fedl seerw oIFLaty
*fdferal (7 =FA9T 4313 ATIEE @y ordinance wif
¥ 73 W% (il w5 931 367, 537144 AFT A3 @A
ordinance 33| JZ'a1 | @3 (73 %3 foos [ AR <M=,
Oren IAA WA IRA GG | IRE I
ordinance iff 333 Frard  wigraty IR@eA 1 ww @3
AR A5 A «G3RET TF F99 w9 AR A, TS
fafiars fAm =@ 1R fFare @-=za o3 | e sFEes
b @@ wifite G2 e TS Fiaq 3t q2e 43 F3G)|
AR Bfae] | W1RHE FAI A 39¢A By AR HAZEerq
TN Az7 W2 Afafel | (72 @i @ifi 9% o9 g

sifers @rzadd wsifes #1499 3f39 a3 @2fars
w0347 27 |

*Shri Mehehdra Mohand Choudhury : =% wiaivg. @t Ey

(3R 02 (T BT R A Al 3313 fiss famam
Q) €9 FTaT ABRIONA BB IR qwB | 53
waprge 13 f[A+d (511 @ 39 4fenRl @, vars wtEg o
wf® wigRaeny @2 AT G [T 3 Fmeer
Hatal @lpd) ooAtdl 291 @7 ordinance wfy @y Wam
% 3l SiEeal FRE ! GF T9S @it [{ET wwes
ife %3 Fage A2 @2 fAm @Bt ey MR, «ifi o3
fisgw  ordinanc: sfigs  Itqd  wifi (BB wfafers)
wi® (72 (6914 TS 91 fery wiutE @2 fRmdm ordinance
3f @ifs sfRaa stact wgafs @A gobrae: Stag
@9 Az9 fFuiw 7l 3217 offd fMad  @ieite  @ifRfEe |
sifoce =ifi @3 famws3 ordinance sty sR7 CaEfRCT

*Speech not corrected
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ST GRHT TR BRI @RI T cofnl Bt A2
W2 s SR A5 WA oy el et [@E o
U AR (fenle Wil =T aEl L @R RERd
eifeTrgrei atace #@7 #1103, 12 [ara [{ 2798 @z a9
23, oRFER U wifl AeEE Bl o0 Ghe | @i
IfererR Butm sz @, W2 Rea @fenl e s 3'=
Y81y BT (Sfeafq =19l (72 fie wgalk <19 @@l 431 o
fogatia &M ersr=taY Mgtz @B fagw [ gl @2 e
feits e sfite @ie ©% @fd areanal o | W2 e
FfEe] eIz (T o= fie IRz @3B oA«
W3 vy ITTTEe @3 BifR 1599 @ @Bl wfiEe @il
A3 (ordre @3 Pipe Scandal 3 St (a1 273 fRare Seat-
49 {4 A2 BB G TR (E @iF S (2
fesn sfata el barziz | % 92 o9 YfEwwl @, @b
IEgI S Tqeiw I Agza 5R[E 59 IR (@ 7
fifmte Sign qtozal e @ore sf[{w (13 Agz  ofHa
fio1a =t smaietacy, RfRare amge fideae ot @ afeflf
fFFifes w7 @2 fRas TGz sfoz Sawa we §RO
T sR@y [6ta w9 o2 s | R WiAR A3
Heltfw sfel oedare 79 @itel @, @3 Awqs 32 @
2R IRT 4fy 313w @ifefwfas sfHel =ife = 1eibts General
Electicn © 31393 FYRT ezl | ererT Ale RIS
IR T Tl AT (SBHETTS @i @ Awaca ABars |
ABig el Bz @ IR SATe IEE [T | @ M
MW citF sacasal o4 @ @fedin sf[aca o8l af[E |
(oS (arm @ wife =i 6397 TAq o= rg-=izfa e©iE
AHzT wpty a0 G Rl Bywm ame @@
iZadT sFestdy {9 s 68l sz Fgala aE@e
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@&FEFe  Oraely AT 3R i @3 Gegnr ST
g7l 233 3@ ¥l IR WEE ) wie . qiE3Eg-e6qs @D
(23 efferim s TafernlF sam s a2 g2 wde |

wifg oile @b 927 | i e @, @ w5,
712 %5, Ffaw I WEfEe emass emen &
R0 5 FRA G@FAE WZH gl T @ME | (@FRabhe waw
AWIAS =g | €A NZAq fIfeq wa3 wiiviene fafen atamn
a3z | @2 i3t «2 Human in genuity © 233713 Srm=y
374 czial =g githe w93t 9z | @ifae Aree @il @b
w531, FE A6 W SwETOTI Wl FwAlERA FAT
sfem o fowals 3w 3T @ifdr | wifs @R =iEs
7l g | AR Ryl aedE gz sfeRe st
(od&ratee wfe At Atzr | R 13 wwas g gfewe @,
ST AGES S| TRA®  @EF =iy, winE qglel wiEs
witE, 359l itz % @i sfel o tae @, e
Biziy, ot I = S, f5, wa? @fote wfenat tane |

Shri Atul Chandra  Goswami: @ftts T3l i@ 0 728 |
Fae @@ At e T B wizw aeits Sifdaq

a2 99

Shri Govinda Kalita: (o$@Eaq see fagiets A @& gaih
HE1 )

* Shti Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya s

T2 eigl  AERE @
Wzirae 3 fow (73 File ai2 wife 43h] Agedd 7291 13

R 3w AR e B wifarml | 78 wifipd 29ty Bfde
witferdl— =i ©f9 @bl (359 Appeal High Court s

s=Speech not Corrected
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Rstad 2 os | wwElEn bR (vl zieE ("l il
Defence Party @ taitz | <ol ooz e IRER G,
Bk w2 S3ty  bA® fe (Z- 55¢q bAS IIIFAN ZF |
ffFET TB T svud 5AS OF ey GAS WO I
oAfel | 3519 BAF o] dSdud BALACT @B (FIAA A% IR
4 FFA A9 TS @2 SR (SrAce G Al A
e e ATl e wie  (sERT AT ST
Acquiie sfAcz | |

«Shri Mahendra Mohan Chcudhury ¢ ¢ 2fes =g A=
Fact wqgle i @feRe =6 =iz 3 @RifkE
e bl Ul 7 AfeE @ wegRIR (Fee - ARErez
firg 53914 @fete feml w2 1 @ifate Land Acquisition
1 fsl Wi 4if w2y GG AW @A e wAE
(irite @@ 3I6ie3 wrrd Reference. 313 AT 1

(Voice from the Opposition)

@B SR Aer w39 Afers 32 (3 A Gme FH
o 239 |

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami ¢ @25l wsi7ey w9 (AR @
(oA AFFG @l 1 fal W @E =ie wieis! ¢

+Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhwiy 8| @3 - FA=iE: sicaaA
sgAfEEa 513 Hqaal o Aife wifda wfam | e ffdEre
Qe wfesmd fr feal 3@ 3z GEfiEiza Records
of right 712 =ire IRais afgel =ite 2fi=lwa Record
ar3 | Hand over =3lq Fiad =3, SIS AWM wuglq
Tt Zeptf )

"Speech not corrected .
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(A Voice s (#zt8) Revenue Diptt. 3 iq)

Shri A. N. Akram Huswain: =z39%19 bfaisqa ai8g  Record
=feat |

Shri Atu! Chandra Goswami: (srawq f3afeq #iste =T @By
9 {ferzl @ q9ed wfaqe S. D. C. 3 3fSas @Rl w3
o & 7@ Ceiling Act © i qifdq = siteits
afe = =g |

*Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudiury : 3ff csicam g fofe
Act © 97 @6 W =itz @GR F6 TR

Mr, Speaker: Order; Order; Please. Hear the ‘Chief

Minister. If you all speak at a time, then how
the Chief Minister will reply ¢

Shri Hiralal Patwary : On a point of clarification, Sir, So
far I know under Section 16 Goverament can pass
an order for spot verification. May I know

whether Govenment has passed any order for

spot verification 7

«Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : fifasts =itgzg  fBfeR
Act & (& (3f5 @5 @itg  (e<@Ed @b statement
wifRe @fda @iffs7 fag «% statewent gifds I310  (IIAl
@il (Fes @Ag 7l el G WE AR s B
4y TS @ 77 | o «B wRf[El Qg @ A
@fedl 33 (2G| wIeswEl zm, 30 fAelm e AT

*Speech not corrected
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7 3w FAta oAeig) qafe  AE e fofw Act ©

;i_._-l_- Appeal 331 zy wfe contest AFCF) AR HIFIEE
'J Land Revenue Staff stz | F% faestg weaicatsr  fad
i ol =gl

: ©fq A6 winfg Wbl Wiy 7ql ¢re | 9% w74

z’a At oncs 3=z Forthwith sife <@ Retrospective
effect @z Sorstey, DR Sty =iie gEza
o412 93 fefmia mosllaTice azd iz |

Shri Debeswar Sarmah: (3fal a7 29 41 3[{7 @R &
f& retrospectively *

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Amendment e (30 |

All transfers and partitions made after the 20th

t day of January, 1968 but before the c mmencement
< cf this Act, shall be d:emed, unless the contrary
is proved to have bezen made in anticipation - of,

. or in order t> avoid or defeat the object of this Act.

el

@351 Clause I, sub-section 33 fiss  wiifzq |
Section 4 Firsify=q I1cy Ao =iifzq | =isty fAfF Mwostiaa
" F3fe A7 Sg[y] =i i

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : «zfRffce @bl 721 #3 Yf@c=l
Givs (oibl-coiffy et @atREE | BEga W i
Srpa| GredaiR i wedr fire GIUB! oz FatT o

. wiitg qfF ?

Shri Mahendra- Mohan Choudhury : 2B =iffi ozt €3
Qe i3 |
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Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : T ot oty W@ ISR
(ot 33| 20 A W IR = (et - Malafide

Transfer =@ f#i63 (S iz <f€ee, sifers witeg
corg @Y fAse cotda T @ A 33 @3

out of context 23 |
Shri Mahendra Mohap. Choudhury : A GME3 (ol¥q fEw |

Mr. Speaker ¢ So far as the amendment moved by
Shri Bhattacharjee, Shri Shamsul Huda and Shri
Biswanath Upadhyavy is concerned, clause I, sub-
clause (3) shall be substituted by the following s—

(3) ' It shall come into force at once.

(The amendment was passed by voice vcte).
The amendment is passed,

#Shri Gov nda Kalita ¢ @301 As a whole 27 i particular
clause 7 =iz el o clause I sub-clause (3)
shall be rerumbered as suh-clause - 4) and the

fullowing spall be inserted as: sub .clause 3),
namely :—
(3) The provisions of Section 4 of this Act

shall be deemed to have come into force - with:

effect from the datc of coming into torce of the

principal Act.
sifere (14 Amendment (51 &g Ffqewz ey

B oE 27|
*Speech not corrected
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Shri: Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : (sifr5% - (3251 EReiECl
e clause I, sub-clause 3 wife Aunfiw Il
clause I, sub-section 3 fJg{ Sotariag. clause I
sub-section 3,

Mr. Speaker : In view of amendment No. 1 Shri- Kalita’s
amendment is now redundant, The question is that
Clause I, as amended, stands part of the Bill,

(The question was adopted).

Shri Atul Chandra Goswami: =@+ @iere @il BiZ-JN+R
1:2 Formula «{f$3 (F s[4S ?

Sh'ri"Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : (2 =29 Al Ciell

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya - ciftbl z'a clause 2, sub-

section I, clause (1)  wi3 fperz ©3q gafiet  Afe
CUABY WS w137 |

I move my amendment. 1) In clause 2, in
sub-clause (1), at toe end of proposed clause () (1)
the following proviso shall be inserted.” I want
inscrtion of a proviso :

Provided that the lands used for ancillary
purposes shall not exceed 25 per cent of the lands
under tea bushes.”

Inclause 2 after sub-clause{l), a new sub-clause
(2) shall be iaserted asfollows :

*Speech not corrected
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“(2) In clause (c) (ii) the figure and word ‘150
bighas’ shall be sub stituted by the figure and word
75 bighas.”

But the principal amendment is ths first part.
What I propose to this amendment is this. If a
tea estate has under tea bushes 400 bighas then it
will have 100 bighas as the reserve for future
expansion,

Of course, 25 percent and not more than that.
I do not waat to go to the statistics b:cause, as
Johason said, there are three types of statistics,
So, statistics are oft:n misleading. For exampls,
some people giving figures they compare figure
with tea estates of 1840 and today and at that tima
in Assam there 'were 1228 tea estates. We havye
752 tea estates but all tea estates are not of equal
size, There are big tea estates, m>dium tea etsates
and sma!l tea estales. Now the fact of the matter
is —so far as small tea estate$ and even medium tea
estates are concenred they have practically no
surplus lands even to the exteat of 25 percent. It
is only very big tea estates which have got surplus
lands—more than 25 percent and it is they who are
hood-winking, and to use the word of Chief Mini-
ster, they are applying all human iogennuity. Now,
the trend of the development of the tea industry
shows that during the last 130 years they have not
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been able to expand on the average: more than 20
percent and the life of the tea bushes, is not 130
years ; it is much less ; it may be 40 or 50 years.
From the trend of the develnpment: of tea estates it
is seen that if they have fair percentage. of land as
reserve: that should suffice, If there are a few
gardens. which have brought under cultivation more
than 25 percent they are very few and they are

-only exceptional.. The rule is that the over-

whelming percentage of tea estates. of Assam have
expanded within 130 years 20 percent of their
original. cultivation. Therefore, if they have a rese-
rve. of 25 percent, I think, that will suffice. It may

‘be said. that it will be a very big job. Now the

Government. by an administrative arrangement had
entered in to an agreement with the tea garden
owners for the 132 formula according to which if
they bave only 100 bighas under tea esiate they
will have 200 bighas as reserve. I think, this is
abnormal and obnoxiousin the present state of
affairs in our country. If these tea planters can have
so:much in reserve for future: expansion. why then
all. the agriculturists. should. net have ? Why ?
So far as cultivation of paddy. and other things are
concerned, we are bringing the: ceiling down and
down. If modern developments have. taken place
they Lhave taken, place:not only for the tea industry
but in the ficld of agricultuze also, Inspite of the
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fact that power tillers are coming, tractors are
coming and mechanised cultivation is coming, so
far as the agriculturists are concerned, we are
shrinking their holding. Why ? Because there has
been a great pressure on land, becauss not to speak
of the British regime, even after 23 years of Inde-
pendence, we bave not been able to develop our
country irdustrially to the desired extent and so
we have to deperd mostly on agriculture as the
mears of livelihood of our overwhelming number.
of people. Therefcre there bas been a great pressure
" on land because we have not been able to solve
that problem and therefore we have curbed the
‘size of Jand. If that is applied in the case of 80
percent of our people, why should there be a
favoured treatment for those who are holding tea
estates 7 I do not say that there should be discri-

mination against them. But we should see that

the industry lives and that it flourishes and deve-

logs and prospers. But it must not get an opportu-
nity of utilising the land hold¢ings for exploiting
others in a feudalistic marmner. Every hon.Member
of the House bas got information that during the
last one decade at least those tea garden ownerg
have utilised those lands for the purpose for which
giants were nct given. They were given for specfa]
cultivation of tea. They were not given for raising
betelnuts, My fiicrd, Shri Eisvanath Ugadhyaya
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will bear me out that in Cachar quite a number of
tea estates have utilised lands for growing betelnuts
but those lands were not given for betelnut planta-
tion. There are again others who have brought people
from outside the State and they have ousted former
tea garden labourers and brought new people from
outside the State and they have been put there as
ryots. This matter was also agitated during the last
session of the Assembly and ‘Government also
appointed a,committee of enquiry with probably
the D. C., Cachar as its Chairman and Shri Biswanath
Upadhyaya as one of the members. I do not know
whether Shri Jagannath Singh was also a member
but another INTUC. member was a member in
that committee. This Committee also had found all
these allegations as true, they found that when the
European planters went away and when the estates
went into the hands of our patriotic Indian tea gar-
den owners, they rooted out the tea bushes and
planted the betelnut trees. In this way they are doing
some sort of feudalistic exploitation. In Barhma-
putra Valley itself, as my respected friend, Shri Sarma
had to say that only there have been some transfers

of valuable lands which originally belonged to the
tea estates and for tea cultivation purposes. From

the very big tea estates the Government will really
get sizeable quantities of lands and then the Govern-
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ment will be in a position to distribute lands among
the landiess ex-tea garden labourers and among the
local people. Therefore I think that there should
be drastic cut in the reserve of the tea gardens anci
it should be reserved to the extent of 25 percent.
With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the amendment
which was now moved by hon. Member Shri
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya provide that land utilised
for ancillary purposes shall not exceed 25 per cent
of land under the tea bushes. This properly comes
under clause 4, because clause 4deals with (2)*Not-
withstanding anything to the contrary in any law,
custom or agreement no.person shall be entitled to
hold as owner or tenant lands for special cultivation
of tea in excess of such land as has been used for
special cultivation of tea and purposes ancillary
thereto on the appointed day.” The point of
ancillary purposes comes under clause 4. “Provi-
ded that the State Government may allow more

lands to be held for ancillary purposes and for in-

crease in area under special cultivation of tea in

accordance with the rules as may be prescribed.”
Then comes the explanation of “ancillary purposes.”
Now if that amendment is allowed to be moved, it
will anticipate all other amendments under clause 4
in this connection. Now, I would suggest the Chair

P T a——
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may be pleased to do one of the two things either
postpone this amendment till clause 4 comes up, Or
those of us who have tabled the amendment under
clause 4 in respect of the very item may be allowed

to move our amendments.

Shri Bhadreswar Gogoi ; Y @ wzivas a3 gfid 4
@, biz @fex stad =it @fefRe foita atfmd 303 &
mfRgl g, (13 w3, e @Afegsq arers! 1t @psifeT A
feqs =g Aes Sas ©fed S, (33 I, TERIT
A, e AR, Al Gola wq Al Az 1 REAR
Flard igeEs A [ I afzas qfRE @2
amrs] enfeaa @feasd s,¢ A3l (3 ®re  wra (Per-
manent 4R @iz | cRAated enifs I@EwA IR

faa =nfara o

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choulhury (Chi:f Minister ) 3
RRaTeR corq a1 @icg A3Rare orchard ity AAfFT
3fRAITT cwge wBfAw oo il A A YE AR |

Mr, Speaker : Because it deals with separate section.
Whether both can bz discussed together if the Hous:z
desires

Shri Debeswar Sarmah: -Otherwiss the ameniment

move by the hon. Member rightly and properly

falls under clause 4 bzcause the point of ancill-

‘ary land comes under clause 4 and no: under
claus- 3. Therefore if the Chair 1is pleased . to
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permit me to move it now then our amendment
may also be permitted, or tke Chair if it so

pweases then it may be postponed till the amsnd-
ment under clause 4 is discussed.

Shri Mahendra Mohon Choudhury : Amendment may be
- taken up along with clause 4,

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya ; 1 put it here because
here under clause 2 (c) G “Lands held and
utilised for special culiivation of tea a.d purpose
ancillary thereto.”

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed: Amendment may be ascertained
from here just above the explanation “provided
that the -tate Governmeat may allow more lands
to be held for ancillary purposes and for increase
in area under spccial cultivation of teg in accor-
dance with the rules as may be prescribed: Provi-
ded that the lands utilised for ancillary purposes
shall not exceed 25 per cent.”

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika : I propose my amendment in clause
2 in the same sub-clause 1. In proposed clause

(¢) in between the words ‘utilised’ and ‘for’ the
words ‘or to be utilised’ shall be inserted, My
contention is this. It is not a very important
amendment, It is rather an omission on the part

#Speech not corrected
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Atul Chandra Goswami: FA71d AGAT

The Assam Fixation Of Ceiling On Land Hoidings 91

( Amendment ) Bill, 1970

of the drafier. I understand this clause; land
held aad utilised for special cultivation of tea and
purposes ancilliry thereto. Now in order to back
(in page 2) ‘provided th:it the State Government
may allow more lands to be held for ancillary
purposes and for increase in area under special
cultivation of tea’ in accordance with the rules as
may be prescribed. I hive suggested ‘or to bz
utilised.” To me it is a matter  of drafting. It

is a grammatical mistake only.

csrqed farsi Amendment
wirs 93 19 facdifEsl s
zi51e12  fArbl

Amendment wifarg ©f3 =@l sz Sifsra AfFEEAFEAL
TE Argry g @i facg 1+ fas @A 2@ TR (©SIAIFF
fiq sl A3 B3 ey M stes ¥ wpPifer
et 2305 (4, coAT Bip fAgs yaxm [facas #RII
fama ofal wiifscacs FRE 0B e 72 Rfae 51z AAET
3pi9e 31 @i Ancillary Purposes 1 3ttt AT
st 73l A2 1 = A Ay cfrR afiee 9re 7R
NS pizg aAfecd TaT e el pzrz 1 aAfere zigalwl
ol @ kel sufare e =l @2 fa|ag g37
Sy At oz A1 oifers @@ Amendment 3 fzaifasl

=farel |

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika : S@a18 #WA7  S=ga offFiaeg (1ezq

3@ A2 %2 FMAl W FEVRA G TR @ARER
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AGAS ARG AT Heaests A2NF ORI GIOIFF
g =3 emim wf wifi g3 o oA 0 =
AR wfafeal + 93 wame fagw cqficel ISl AR AS
IMA =z f{fFmAas =« R A4l ed Rl 4GS
T @R =46 S casiy ¢ ficg, sfs 4 93 AL,
Biza “ife 3l Argz vfa w@ify waE wifs fi e 1312
A7 |

I3 23/ Democracy © ¢qll 3fg (3 QUI6i]
A1z ATty 39 | «asta I A, S. g Pine-wood czfteA
a2 =ii¢ Film-Studio (31 saife (itcs | To© 1A%
Tr® ©(O3 wATA (2z | SWIF T 391 SR (HE @
@i Btz afstaq Al stdq DR =gl wde Gz 3ifAista
Bgf® 932 | W4 TAle @@N 5% A5 8o WA FI[IR
qatq 53 Saiff ¢t amer | oAfSlE @@ 43q? @3
BrAjtst G A4z9 | @3Bl St @aw Wy wifts
A oz AT | wifw W FgatT e @l
Izrel wfefas G @ ©itg | 92 @ “or to be utilised”
3fF el (TG A AR IRAL WA A g e o
ifsts smafe fow 3fF (vl 912 | a8 @@ @51 Gra-
mmatical mistake gface taral, Political gz cata! Atz |

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi : Sgj= eredlal, 2iEF! SreIarE
Szig (3, @351 Grammatical 38 (¥l %5 Political
i 310 @® FCAraAsIe (#1322 @, Land utilised
or to be utilised” Bafa @B 22 T A, G biz
a1 Feee [t wiffe sz (3fs IFE A SRS
RAEA bz @fe @R9, GRGE @EAl A WL
s SrediE, sied wWif A OfF Al AT T
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pue% OGS, Cofeatata (iR (4, sw8e BAOR SIS BIR
iy @R (23 ©F sk ba® iz gt [RAFI 2O
Tt @ifes 32 &% vérod> FI Sie (AZ Ao BfF I
fietes stz (If% 331 [ABI oA =@ifedm by 43910
«2B1 2513 (2e GeEIR WeR 1 (3fQl AfAD T2 @
a7me Wbl e fafec |

(@S 73 wi3m (sfoml (g ¢

sr8e BAG | afesiiers bz 3t f@alFs @R
fuft e oiz afs <@g (214gs ooie @i @ TTS
a8 pig-afs TAlze I @RI 1 330 EFIRA 50
fBt Il 31 oikE A2 We3 wT ged WE Iy
siig | oifsrs @831 GIR JE(MAI - BIR fs  ARAIRE
Falg FlAe  (FNAT qgq W AT FA o R 7 )
TRl FET WA F@I AT gMfE g1 BRI
Reiwy giow faxia wE oiEd o7 az-eeIFRA pfiores
Bz i wlfag, AN WHe T3 08 a6l giBl 8
gfer tme @¥ FIAER twe W, g AsEs fAREE e
frm tom (ARfuf foew  afex wlEere e | <9
WwEEE @8 [ wifsa  Si3c AT <y YSIIGR
fitg a1 wi@AlE @ R g | @b pIR IAEFP
ME famz G Tika 1 afere Gfoar 6IR e faase
IS A wFs 6w AfE TR0 8 el
1N IgId WS WATE ST WHF 4F (es
fEme i Gas (@I 7 AW (OF (FEH 5'R e <4918
wNwg Ngw | IS BIZ AT [AEIFEe U4z qBT FiFAS-
faons o afee FMEE AF RI o=@ 7 1 D=9 =ik
afexr =6 g, 12 RTS sRME e Ffaa @=L ©F
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T @8 FfE [@aT A, wienimE siz dleiaz @imr
wfefae FE (NI WS Fi907 |

wdEnE I 33 3, IGAS g @w 9 VB
iz i wig G awiufas sae sfkw | fog
sfyzis wim Ffoar s ©fYmw TN 00 I3, oo AR
I dooo IR FI A FIIA BfIFOF (NI AF T |
eTTas Sikane oir e sRaa It R I«
aifyaia Al Gffe gaw  wgg 9 afewr R@© @IwI
e @ e iz eng  Faks @9 yeo g5
fewaw Izl <3t § (98 WHRMA FHE FBAIIINF
1 5 AT [@iFI o Ay (2gls FEr F139
A ExiR qleE @naeAns! @it air i IR (o,
sz Gradr ©5i8 W ast 1 ol8 BigeBr I8 73 &fter |
as sl wig M8 pir FmEm W FAE g Gxe
pat iy @Rl 0 o8 517 AMRI Fifar [ans
mew (@ oz nFa FRE I F sy Gmw sfEE
e glg  denaa  I991F Provident Fund 3 B=t fAfit=
itz @ g sfae a3 [REAIF I aFag Ig1 29 |
afes @imla Sl slgATl W T @bl weile 23 FAKE!
varg (AR5 @Y @EACA U O'MI WI®T A TR
qigifEea | @die BIZ IPAIRT CPIEAT qEPR  (AMOTFI
Nige Feze FEE GG AT OEAS FET AHILAT

- T =
qifie @i i B! @y I (] 9O @A Gz

gra Gl woB (g W9 wdie WpdIE WE fans

SUEHBIEE woB tg | (A% FlAE A% qFE Flag aal
ST ww zlgdEl oledEs QBT AeNg) a@ifg
o friflel el e qff @2 FRAMAIG! dzd 1 27,
csfnte wiftaams Gwbne wR @ 99
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Mr. Speaker ¢ We sre still under the same clau-e. There

is another amendment in the name of Shri

Jogen
Saikia,

Shri Kamioi “iohan Sarma: 35319
faifiel =faeel |

TRETANR AT

eShri- Bhupea Hazarika ¢ 3513 «ifi Statistics szz | seww
Az wzBl AT A @Fraw fRuike e @Bl 3
Statistics © emii2 +tq @ Assam has ai present 1.77
hectors under tea; produces 100 million kg' of
tea. fezmine 338 fifegs =f& produciion g1 fog
Ffeal AN s Afedla feoqe @f® oz Teohwa T
o5 | Zgts (aital Political i@ w121 %12 Aw SramnEd
38| el w@cal Industry et tendency {1y
AT 72 AT AFAA  FiE0al |

*M, Shamsul Huda : © sioqsfs 6] et «ifae
Scction 2, Sub section | (73| in clause 2, sub-
clause (1) in propos:d clause (c¢) (ii) beiween
tie words “utilised” and ““for the words ‘“io be
utilised ”* shall be inserted.

ofe © ZIENFEZ G5 <% G YfEe EEsl
cztg to be utilised «3 gBl == @bl Bl [z 2ENFIR
fitz fo 92 a ©ftq oial @2 =% Hiz [Gawa a2 3
feg1 ergate =fF feg @3 to be utilised == Gig Fice |
wife @iy see 99 biz IeNiNg AEAS FAFCA Qg sy @
©Fg TG 513 3si=d wive fae | eftg g @ @Iqw

*Speech not corrected
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(AfS =tz @% v Al a7q @S sfiga Ftad @l g
fog oFug @ty 3> @ S9ig @Afems A el w1
afi farafal waq (2618 ses 9 @i (I FrAUSE 29T
57 @3 fAsa wifars, «tw & 23 «fzial, oz ateitaz
aifeiwq #i1 to be utl'sed 1 afie A v #1¢ @q  AH
witg F2fFAE @iff ae ateard  fessy Alee [ead
#fx faq aftel | wifEwwwca fFgatw plan and project 33
@4at2 i @ sawtes loan g wferd scheme frrel, c71ai
a2 ST @ gfERAIE bl fAE Selwiea SR (90e
Za W2 ot oR wenE oz sfa @d faateg Al
afsfe A =ifia = w&§E | S SR wEe
seal 29 | O fAds swifiEl o SwE R AfaT
3 g A3 (AT G2 FRpAPE TS «FAe Az R
fiol wfar [tz )

Safq F9Cs FE @ Bz AN 26T 71 o e 76D
SEER <[ @ f{el b3 sfw FRE aFs Avw
sitafare i A7 |

(FEa AGe)
3 @fadl @2 to be utilised 3 =A©  AFAS A

FfatET Sie W2 zald Faidel wfqet |

Shri Wpendra Nath Sana'an: (61 arziva, @2 Land

Setilement Act 3 =zl Zafe cf @ifere F (A SR
@35 tare FEAf owl AAE Bauas
wieics Revenre Minister (3

Eiq Fiqre 29 |

Tl | A AR
wifis | corire sw <l oyl wR Prece fimem eifiee

ge@ AfEE Awme @2 (@Rl W%, 339 bl A6 (A
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a1 faemal 3fs (g oaitz (72 A AHT FfHz A® (T€-
@7 Sian Bae sfAacarz @A 93 sifarz |

«foql iz difeR R @eaE B @fle ARG
Fam W @i fe =tfig =ife =ff o =[G
ofarmi | @ifE SUCAIERS biz AsiTag A AT S|
oife si3erd 1 (S&wErey fAma wwe > fAe EHCCIES
wrafs 5aalaq srafe ey Interview frme ST
wifii ¢ bz AN aifs fafisis acquire 91 2@ A2
fGale AEgd AeAT frg  @lfad | e SSEe RIS
qfF7 @EifRg | oi® WA el 5 Industry =it
oq Fiacle W R afom 1 =& «3 Iodustry cBi
Saiz <4l Btz Afql @%@ Industry Ak B
%1 wzd | @2 I @F DI g ©fta fogl w0
ot @sige @3 Az RArER el Al Tl w2 72 SR
«%) Industry (5tq Frac2 B AR Atfar |

fdl Ul T @2 Oz SEEfEES faf=ee
afefe w6 oz @@ it fAe oIl @ ame | =ie
FICAIAE TF @3 1 wfeRE AEe I IR (¥
wEEiaE] BSR4 (iR 1 e 3ifzae fegai=
ol (e @ W@ Bk wizw me  Iwe FREl %W
Jg® =B big A ACE | @2 aifefFars Acquire
zfqqa @At 53sig  Company fIafss Harassment
o wifere | wifeefiEce owd F=ife fagq wdee A
wifere | o2 fRare eifaezd <33 +1fReE 2R I ©lA

23 1 st o2 SfefE AGRARY o 9T ol5lte IFAI
7 aifora, T IR sifayl 2FA | SCAREICT

w8 ITJIR AGS A |

Fteer Y
I FA (@ GIF 7
( srgtana )
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78 M3 g afewsiz 430 iHE@ | 98 IqIAFAI B0
e IWI Bsfas @8 sz [ndustry B3 Fraee e a3
aifelg 1+ afear =al z'a fwaa Percent i« afss
gfag | e s FEEa FRe TR (B3 etans S
i @ W afelze TBRET ITIR gy Fag wiRa
B WE! WYMAI 86IT LRI GANG | T1F RITH @I
Fata T O saska bel sfEa @bz | Jo@ 96 -
e #fs @fapla Fa1 83 | 9IF @3m3 FRAEE FAgioln
@iEATaa FEE FAe F9 I | G BT FisiE 99—
gwaF (@HNER Rescrve © Wb @@e Gegn w3
iEifRa | e @ 3t @8 wa Reserve 3 o3 8w
F@ Il Bz IERY SOfslke w1 @A a8 gz-319
FBNT e (AT FEF QA AfFI g a8 ;@iggfas
afg @i @R | @S 9 (T ra—sINI wify
SI%g (3 7 W2 DIFRT YA TR @ &8 Aonaa
AT IR AT O1F AL B8t Sa 1 @i a3 pm
Industry (B3 SIS f@ag o3 Bl 33 1wy o3
Industry (B8 @8 AN, TNS BIR  Fq@ifaancs @iy

qitF |

Shri Hiralal Patwary @ @% MR, WIANG Ay oo
sa1er" Support Ffalz 1 oppose TRz ?

Shri “Soneswar Bora : SiFAlg @ WERE, SN AR :w.m
g QGI] olediaig (e mmm’t‘@rf‘acg tARBIg
o3 ffysr IRE g8 fREmBl w=e @Al fagg |
w8 wEllE WE AUNS FI Afgial |

wEite g LA RIS (e AT TYifos
g o faefocy a@ae gig A T AT AT oTqE
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Zgiae sy g Ay Hw fHaa AoiEs | W QNI
siEael  GeRATI_FeNLANEKI Rt W a5 (G-

sfsasas i RplT s@efgaig =fgs 1

38 =3 feg over GADE FbE (A BITNI
gRwITAT BT FANY GIT (36 FTE F(F | gR gAY DI
1afe Bizane? Wiag FfEfEs 1 sver pAs @% bBIRF!3 BI”
s g 1Ra AnE  faenvia fagl &w 1 @@ MBS ob e
be (SIY@NFLA WHAT (DIFAT 65T FUI 4 &R = =i -
Bitg 5133 INAS (®&, IIAA, AN, TS WRI @FIC BF
Ity | Sid SI5S TBZT 6IFMI D82 BIT o AR IR A6
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Mr. Chairman (Shri Rothindra Nath Sen): Yes. Mr.
Sarmah ¢

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Mr. Chairman, I am trying des-
parately to appreciate the utility of the clause
2 of this amending bill. In my humble opinion,
there is no use for this clause and why I have
so felt, let me elaborate briefly. This clause says
that in Section 2 of the Principal Act, clause e(i)
shall be substituted for the following, namely,
e(i) lands held for special cultivation of tea of

purposes ancillary thereto, Now this amending
clause emphasises ‘‘on lands held and utilised”
This word “utilised” would have its utility,
provided it was not covered by clause 2 of this
amending bill in Section 4 of the principal Act.
Tsis clause 2 reads like this, ‘“Notwithstanding
anything to the contrary in any law, custom or
agreement, no person shall be entitled to hold as
owner or tenants, lands which exceed the limit
of 150 bighas in the aggregate.”

Therefore, from this clause it transpires
that certain area of land will be allowed for

ancillary purposes. When certain area is allowed

for ancillary purposes that is “to be utilised.”

If the bill would have been a precise one with
so many acres to be allowed for rotational crop,
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so long, for such particular specified purposes,
then this clause c(i) “land held and utilised” I
upderline, the word “utilisec”. Now what is the
purpose of this term ‘utili-ed ¢ When W€ set
apart certain area it is utilised for ancillary pur—
poses, S'per cent *‘to be used” for rotational
purpose. Let me therefore repeat we set apart
certain areas “to be used” for “ancillary purpose’’;
we set apart 5 per cent to be utilised for rota-
tional crop. Therefore, this amendment itself to
my mind is redundant, incompetent and unnecess-
ary. Now my friends to my right have talked
about, or debated upon, the amendment moved by
the hon. Member Dr. Bhupen Hazarika’s amend-
ment seeks only to set right the anom :ly or to put
what should not have been there. The clause in
the original Act was quite good. Clause c(i) was
government by the proviso and explanation to be
used, the connotation or even denotation of the
word ““to be utlised” is in the womb of this
clause 2 and clause 2(viii). Therefore, I am afraid
this amendment in Section 2 is mis-conceived.
Unfortunately. Mr. Chairman, on the one hand
our Min sters during recent period , particularly I
am talking of the erstwhile Revenue Minister, and
now Chief Minister, was understandably very busy
to attend to this complicated amending bill, it
requires time (O study and to give earnest thought.
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Besides so many difficu ties called upon to tac le,
so many problems to solve, a man required to rush
about from Shillong to Delhi and sometimes to
Madras and Kanvakumari, he could not bestow
on this bill and less time then required-un-fortun-
ately and I am sincerely pained to have to say that
he was not advised properly: His advice was ten-
dered with an eye to Kerala. I was a member
of the Select Comnmitice of the Tenancy Bill and
attended one or two sittings. Unfortunately, the
people who have deep sense of involvement in

this State are not there to advise the Minister
in this matter. 1 do not ascribe malafide. Some

of our Secretaries coming from outside Assam
want to leave their foot-print in Assam, They
Jook to Delhi for promotion and keeps an eye to
Bangalore, Calcutta Lake area and Delhi Defence

Colony for settlemeant.

Shri Phani Bora: This is not a relevent on this issue.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah¢

(Voices)

My second point is that my
friends to the right are obsessed with the ideas
of the pre-independence days of tea plantation,
We remember those days when the Chief Com-
missioner of Assam went to Jorhat and stayed

in Jorhat Tea Company’s Superintendent’s house
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but not in the Jorhat Circuit House (Noise)

(SASRFAL A3 €5q ER [Ee-EeiR 85 1 A

e gawidy, Aty A FwA qgew | (@b SRR

X <7 ) *Sih) 5aI3a fs #ReA (5% 90 | BT 12
4z Ae efEl TAlR wne

Ves, T was saying in English that our Go-

: vernment was ill-advised in the drafiing of this
bill. Ab.ut the other point I will come later. I

beseach my friends to my right to appreciate that

when Shri Sanatan was speaking on this bill, he
\ — was saying somethiny which came from his heart.
% I very much appreciate that rather than his lan-
He did not have the advantage of educa-

many of us
My

guage.
tion and other cogpveniences which
have. He has not spoken for the ‘malik”.
friends are always afraid of the shadow. I take

this opportunity, Mr. Chairman--

Shri Kehoram Hazarika & g =1 wfg =1zl JZ|

Shri Debeswar Sarma? ; Mr. Chairman, there is another

Sadhukatha; They must be prepared to listen.
£ (Voices)

Mr. Chairman : Order, Order. The hon’ Member has
given some reference to carry out the relevancy.

The hon. Member also tries - to give relaxation
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by giving these references. I wish he will give
some more references,

Shri Debeswar Sarmah: Mr. Chairman even if you excuse
me, out of your goodnesss, for irrelevancy, I
will not excuse myself. Because I am not only
a senior member of this Houise but also
a senior member of the Bar. What I am going
to say is, I feel, perfectly relevant. The proprietor of
Neghriting Tea Estate at Dergaon, Golaghat, did
not come to the garden when Shri Naren Sarma
and Shri Chatra Gopal Karmakar were fasting.
This is a ‘sad story and the lesson of it should
be learnt by all of us. When we talk of tea gar-
dens I talk ot an industry as a whoe which is
of vital importance to the State. Now, Mundhra
purchased the Brahmaputra Tea Company, boiro.
wed 80 lakhs of rupees from the Bank of India
to purchase this Brahmaputa Tea Company. Ltd.
Later on this Company went to liquidation and

one Shri Ramgopal Saharia purchased it. Ram-

gopal Saharia completely mismanaged it and there

and lock-out. Several workmen died
of starvation because the workman were without

employment and income. I think about 30 or 31
of starvation, On the day I went

was strike

{abourers died
there a child of about 11 or 12 years died of
starvation. That day I said, that things cannot
go on like this. The C, I. sheets on the factory

)
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roof should be sold out and the labourers should
be fed, There were the S.D.O., Golaghat and
other officers and gentlemen also, because Shri
Naren Sarma and Shri  Chattra Gopal Karmakar
were on hunger strike. Shri  Tripathi went to
Neghriting Tea Estate and to Jorhat Circui House.
Shri Tripathi telephoned to Spri Ramgopal Saharia
to come to Jorhut for discussion but he did not
come to Jorhat, Thereupon Tiipathi went 1O
Dibrugarh and somehow the work ng of the garden

‘started. Then again, the garden authorities did not

even deposit the provident fund amounts which

were deducted from the workmen’s wages. There

was a civil suit filed for the p:ovident fund

amounts . and  the ~ property 1S /now in the
hand of the Receiver appointed by the Court.
Mr. Chairman, the Britishers appear to be
gradually leav ng the industry in [ndia.
They took the  investment and profit, out of
it during the last hundred years and gradually they
seen to be transferring their capital elsewhere.
Now, the other people are purchasing tea gardens
and their policy is not to keep any local man in
any position from the Manager down fo the

Paniwalla, Chowkidar and Durwan. What will

happen supposiag We
a way that itis Do lor ger profit-yiclding. Obvious-

ly our Government will have to t.ke these over

queeze the indusiry in such

becanse large latour population is involved. 1
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am happy to find that Shri Gogoi s:iid “we do not
want to kill the iudust'y”. I hope he is earnest and
sincere. T believe him when he says “we do not
want to kill the industry”. This tea industry con-
cerns us vitally. We will have to think of this
industry of today and its future. - British tea in-
terests seem to be going out of Assam and circums-
tances also are making it increasingly difficult for
them to stay on. My poin is th's, when we take
of the t-a industry, when we dicuss this Bill, let
us not think of particular planter or planters, I am
for taking land from tea gaide s, where there are
plenty of lands. I am only asking you to visualise
when we come to the position of the Brahmnputra
Tea Company. What will bappen if we come to
the position of Brahmaputra Tea Company at
Dergaon ? We will have fo devise in such a way
that the industry may thrive, This is nota small
industry, In the world it is one of the biggest
industries. This is an iudustry on which we depend
for foreign exchange earning. This is an industry
which pumps in 67 lakhs of rupees in cash, being
the cash wages of the tea labour every week. There-
fore, T would request my friends to my right and to
my left through you, Mr. Chariman, to understand
the industry, to understand the implication of this

Bill in relation to the industry.

Therefore, the next best thing would be to

)

S
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accept Shri Bhupen Hazarika’s amendment which
carrics some sense since we keep land for some
ancillary purposes. Therefore this amendment is in
the fitness of things and I recommend for the accep-
tance of the House.

#Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, From the

trend of discussion on this amendment I have not
been able to understand whether we are trying to
acquire land alone from the tea gardensor we are
going to acquire land from those persons who are
having excess land. From the discussion it appears
we are going to acquire land mainly from the tea
garden-owners. If it is so, we are not going to have
more land from the tea gardens ; because the con-
ditions of tea gardens are not as before. It is

completely different now. There are only few gar-
dens surviving to-day.

The question is we want to know from the
Government whether they have made any assess-
ment about the availability of land from the tea
gardens. If so, whatis the area ? Unless we do
not know it is not possible to fix a more for the
tea gardens. In one hand we are saying of mobi-
lising the tea industry, we are also thinking of
nationalising the tea industry in the order. If we
allow the tea industry to die prematurely then of

#Speech not corrected
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course we can grab all the lands. But if we are to
keep the industry in fact then we will have to from
a norm as to how much land they should be all-
owed to keep. Therefore, Government should make
an assessment. If after such assessment anli after
laying down a norm it is found that they have land
in excess of what they are entitled, that land alone
should be acquired. Until and unless this is done
no amount of amendment will serve the purpose.

Therefore my demand is that on what basis the
Government is coming up with the bill.

Mr. Chairman : Mr. Barua, we are discuss'ng the amend-

ment moved by Shri Hazarika, so I would request
you to confine yourself to that amendment alone-

«Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : My question is whether any
norm has been fixed by the Government. If we
are to take over the entire land of the tea gardens
whether the tea industry will survive ? T am one
with the Government if they are willing to take
over all the tea gardens of the speculator like
Brahmaputra Tea Co.; but if the Government is
keen to keep the tea industry they should consider
all the sides. My contention isif the Government

or the House is not willing to accept the awend-
ment of Dr Hazarika, then what is their line of
thinking ? In what way they want to safeguard the

tea Industry ?

sSpeech not corrected
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Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : As D.. Haza-ika has

stated, the purpose of his amendm:nt is gramma-
tical ; but some hon’ble Members have said that
whatever may be his purpose they consider it as
political They are quite free to hold any opinion.
But in my opinion this clause 2 sub-clause (c) 1) by
itself does not carry much meaning unless and
until we consider clause 4 and also the definition
in the original Act. If we read this along with
clause 4, then we find that in sub-clause (8) there
is a provision of keeping 5% for rotational culti-
vation. So, as a matter of fact there is a provision
of 5% of land to be utilised, so what Dr. Hazarika
stated is that when in clause 4 +8) you have made
a provision for land to be utilised then why it should
not be putin the definition and that is why he has
stated repeatedly that whatever may be said by
others his purpose in bringing the amendment was
grammatical. Ifit is grammatical I do not see any=
thing wrong in it. Nobody has given any amend-
ment with regard to sub-clause (8) th.t 5% is not
to be kept for future utilisation. Everyone has agre-
ed it appears. But the point is if you keep for
apcillary purpose ooly 25% 1ia place of present
200 and if already 20% is utiltsed then there remins
59, to be utilised. 1 fully see that actually this

amendment is redundant in thz original bill. Or.

s

»Speech not cor rected
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Hazarika szys that the English is incorrect. Some-
timeS wrong grammar also goss into laws. What
I say is that it is injustice, it 1s uncharitable to
impute any motive to a gentleman who has again
and again said that the purpose of his amendmeats
is grammatical, Here he doss not say that it should
be 100 or 200. Nobody has given any amendmeat
to this cliusz. If I understand English at all, my
understanding of English is definitely defective,
and T do not claim thst [ unders and English pro-
perly, When you keep 5%, for rotational cultiva-
tion you keep it for future use, you keep this 5%
for a specific purpose. What is this specific purpose
that i, for rotational cultivation,

As for me, I do not mind whether Dr,
H:.zarika’s amendment is there or not. Even if
these words remain as they are, it does not make
any difference but the point is that he wanted to
improve the English and to make it grammatically
coirect. That is what he asserted. The hon’ble
member has said that some po.itical motive is
there ; that 18 uncharitable. .In my opinion, this
amendment is 0ot necessary if we take Clau.se.-TIV
because whether there is amendment of the definition
or no word of definition if there are 5 percent of
the rotational cultivation and 25 percent for other
purposes then our purpose will be served. My
point is actually what psrcentage of land we are

4
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going to allow for the tea estates apart from what
= they have uander tea bushes. That is the pertinent
qusstion. {Whether we call it ancillary or
_ othewise, it do=s not matter, If we give more
e than 25 percent i: e., more than w hat
1s proper than we are giving them premium. And
if you give them less then you are not giving
them premium, Whether you are going to take
all the surplus lands from the tea estates; this
is a fundamental point to my mind. I beg to
submit that let us come to the fundamental point
; and that fundamental point is what percentage,
< apart from what is under tea cultivation, we are
going to allow for the tea garden,

«Shri Phani Bora s I do not see that this thing is SO
simple as that. Had it been so simple there
would have been no controversy about it. Actually,
the point is nobody should try to impute any
motive. I would seek patience in the matter on
the part of every hon., member. Everybody
may commit mistake and therefor let us not go
into that. My point is about section—2(c)d), i.
€, land held and utilised for special cultivation

= of tea and purposes ancillary thereto.

. That means “to be utilised’ is added to it.
It not only mzans to bz  utilised’ for special

/!
®*Speech not corrected
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cultivation of tea.’ it also means ‘apd ancillary
purposes thereto,” Both of them will be meant. It
will mean that there can be an exemption or this
Bill will never come into force, So far as these
lands are concerned whether tea bushes are in
existence and contemplated to be planted for
future plantation, these are specifically for rotation
and that 1s not for ancillary purpose. Fifth

cent is specifically for rotational culiivation and
not for ancillary purposes,

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharrya ¢ This™s a misinterp:eta-
tion because rotation is within ancillary purpose.

Shri Phani Bora : May be.
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Not may be but to be,

%*Shri Phani Bora 3 Let it be so. Even then I want to

say‘ that rotation cultivation is one thing i. e.,
extension of tea plantatios is one thing and the
cultivation of pacdy in the name of ancillary pur—
poses is another thing. Plantation of tea is one
thing and the plantation of bamboo trees for
ancillafy purpose is quite another thing. That is
wheré I want to make a demarcation, Our point
is for the purpose of maintaining the plantations,
for the purpose of the development of the tea
industry, nobody should have any misunderstan-

*Speech not corrected
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ding. and wobody this side “is against the develop-
ment ‘of the tea industry. There should bs no
mistake about it. 1 do wnot siy that Dr- Hazarika
has meant it but it can be m=ant and therefore
the caution. Nobody should be angr.y about it
Heie if that clause is deleted, that is one thing
that is not necessary, the definition is not necessary;
other things will 'be automatically coverzd. If that
is the propositioa, that is oae thing. I do not
know, 1 am not a lawye¢ neither I am a drafts—
man of Bills. That is to be considered. But if
to be utilised”isadded for making it grammaiically
correct, even for tbat grammatical correction I
am ‘opposed to it because it will mean something

else,

(At this stage Dr. Hazarika wa~ted to speak’.

Chairman : We huve got so many processes, Some-

body might have apprehension and somebody
might have expectation and somebody might De
taking to ‘express their amendment in respsct of
this particular affiair,’ If the ' discussion * goes on

‘like this,” then there would bs no ead of it. AS

(lie Minister ‘wiil® reply on’ this, I would request
M. Bora to finish' ‘his speech. And if even after
the reply of the Minister any  confusion arises,
thea Dr. Hazarika will be given chance to speak

in the matter.
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#Shrr Phani Boro : So far as this  section 2 clause c(i)
is concerned my position js absolutely clear. With
regard to the other thing I want to club them
together. Here I want to make it clear that for
the development of the industry as a basis of our
big economy as my Hon‘ble Leader Shri Sarmah
expressed I agree but I think there are so many
other things waich are to be fulfilled for the pur-
pose of helping the industry. We should not think
only about the industry at the cost of these people
wino have not even a little plot of land even to
creamate them when they die. During their life-time
they have no place of their won, Even afier their
death they have no place for tieir burial. There
are lakhs of people like this. Mr. Chairman,
Sir, here in the tea garden itself as you are aware
Rukmini Tea Estate of Cachar district, there I
have seen how these poor labourers were in their
own garden they are like beggars and how they
have been tortured by the management of the tea
estate and here if in the name of future utilisation
of the tea industry these people are not looked
into. Their conditions are not considered. This
will not be fair. Today all over the world deve-
lopment of the tea industry and agriculture are
not based on the conception of expansion but on
the conception of mechanisation. Utilisation of

#Speech not Corrected
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a single plot of land for the better production.
This is the conception. Now not only in the
case of agriculture it is the conception which has
been utilised in the case of tea industry as well. I

T

am not saying that it is only grammatical process.

For example | know that most of the tea gardens

t in Assam which have been left out by the Europeans

™ they will require replantation. = They have utilised
: 40/50 years of age, I have got statistics in my
possession to show that from the Government

enquiry report that in most of the cases of Assam

tea plantation there are large percentages of tea

gardens where uprooting and re-plantation will be

] required in order to develop the tea industry. That
will also require labour and, therefore, when I
say mechanisation and utilisation of that small
plot of land for better and intensive cultivation
I do not forget about the labour and the Jlabour
can be utilised in that frespect, Therefore, Sir,
F I think all the pros and cons should be considered
and on that basis decision should be arrived at.

#Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) ¢ Mr.
Chairman, Sir, the intention of the Government

’,: is not to kil the tea industry. The intention of
| the Government is t3> render all possible help is
- for the development of the industry. What we find

that certain planters are tying to destroy the indus

®Speech not corrected
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try: Therefore, the whole purpose of the bill
is to ‘save the industry. Sir, with outsaying much
I want to speak only on the amendment, One
thing I want to clear here on this point is that
if the planters would have honoured the
gentleman’s. agreemeat with the Government
and the planters voluntarily entered into and if
that would have been honoured then I think the
bill would have no basis today, But they did not
honour the agreement one way or the other. Then
again, Sir, tlands belonging to the tea industry are
sold being for purposes other than tea industry,
If this process goes on where will the 1iudustry
stand s 1 appeal to the lovers of the industry to
see that this process of elimination of lands for
other purposes then tea should be stopp:d. The main
purpose of this bill is, therefor, to prevent sale and
transfer to tea gardens for the purposes other thap
tea industry. Next point of this amendment [ beg
to submit, Sir, is that both the view points havye
been adjusted in the bill. Mr. Sarmah has raisegq
a point that this clause is redundant. I canngt
agree. This clause is necessary. Because thig
clause is exception in  the  original bill. That
lands held for special cultivatiop
tea and purposes ancillary thereto & this amend-
ment of the provision of the Act is necessary

" because we want to put some limit in making.
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exception of land for special cultivation. Then
again, Sir, the point waich has been raised about
the grammatical amendment or something like
that J beg to submit, Sir, I referred to ciause 4
sub-section 8 ; land ussd as may be needed for
rotational plantation to maintain the planted areas
as on the appointed day but not exceeding 5 percest
of the placted area. These 2 provisitons are necess-
ary because we want that we bave a limit of
expansion. Tnen, Sir, in the ancillary purposes
we have stated the lands utilised as may be n:zeded
for rotational plantation. [f we accept the amend-
ment the amendment will create confusion. Sir,
it will create confusion and it may be misconstrued.
The word utilised’ isa vague thing and .if the
«words to be utilised” ars inszrted in the bill, thea
the main purpose ot the bill will be frustrated.
Sir, I met the argument of hon. Member Shri

Hazarika.

1 his provision has- been inserted because we
have putin ancillary purposes a maximum of 5
percent of the planted Jarea, and ‘this is necessary
for rotational plantation. In all the tea gardens
whea the tea bushes become older than 40 years

these are needed to be uprooted and'in the uproo-

ted-area no plantation is' possible in the next year
and the land must get rest for five years afier
which the land again becomes suitable for planta-
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tion. In this way every year the tea bushes will
ne uprooted and, therefore, for rotational planta-
tion there should bs some provision and that is

why we have provided 5 percent of the planted
area for rotational plantation because we want to
sce that the production of the gardensis not affec-

ted. If we do oot keep any provision for rotation
then the tea industry will suffer.

#Shil Dulal Chandra Barua : T want to have a clarifica-

tion. In page 2 of the Bill it has been stated “land
used as may be needed for rotational plantation
to maintain the planted areas as on the appointed
day but not exceeding 5 perceat of the planted
area”. From our side we did pot moved any
amendment to this. What Dr. Hazarika means to
say is that even this 5 percent is to be utilised.
Again it has been stated in the proviso to Clause
4 (2) “provided that the State Government may
allow more lands to be held for ancillary purposes
and for increase in area under special cultivation
of tea in accordance with the rules as may be
prescribed,” This is corollary to that.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika s Sir, in order to heip you, I want

tosay a few words. The hon,Members have al-
ways come down to page 2, but they have not

*Speech not corrected
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gone through these lines “Provided that the State
Government may allow more lands to be held for
ancillary purposes and for increases in area under
special cultivation of tea in accordance, with the
rules as may be prescribed.” Therefore, this is for
cultivation of tea and oot bamboo or any other
& thing. (Noise ), 8@ & political motive wifzz

& SIa ¢

(= @ff 93 3 93 It g1, Fre Al T87)

«Shri Mahendra Moban Choudhuay : I do not say that

there is a political motive because ] am not a

person to look at it from that angle. But I find

- a difference between rotational plantation ‘and to

be utilised’.

#Spri Sailen Medhi & Sir, in clause 2,it is stated “lands

held and utilised for special cultivation of tea and

! purposes ancillary thereto” In page2 ancillary

- purposes have been defined, There are 8 times
and it is only initem No. 8 that the limitation of

i 5 percent has been given and not in others. In
others, how much land will be given that will be
decided by the State Government by rule to be
framed, Only for one ancillary purpose, Viz.,
rotational cultivation, a limitation h.s been put
in the Act itself. Therefore, we must not confuse

—— ——— *gpeech not corrected
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between rotational cultivation and ancillary  pur-
poses. Rotational cultivation is only a part of the
ancillary purposes. Therefore, if we say that for
ancillary purposes there should not be any limita-
tion of land ihat is to be utilised then

be difficulty.

there will <

Mr, Chairman : Ihave understood your view point. Now,

let the Chief Minister give his views and therafier,

questions may be asked. §

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : If there be any doubt
: in any of the provision under Claus 4 then I think
that can be taken up in appropriate time. At the

moment I am not dilating on the clauses apgj

am confining myself only to this ameadment. When

1 find that there isa difference between the two,

it is difficult for me to accept the amendment. Thepe

is another amendment that in clause (c) (ji) the

figure and word “150 bighas® shall be substituted by

the figure and word “75 bighas”. This I accs

i

pt. 3

Mr. Chairman : Now, Dr. Hazarika, are you going tq
withdraw your amendment ?

r T

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika 3 Yes.

wr

( The amendment was withdrawn with the leave of the -
House ).

% o
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Mr, Chairman ; Now we are left with only a few minutes.
Let the hon, Member Mr, Bhattacharjee put his

amendment.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : My amendment in this
clause has been accepted. My amendment is that
instead of 150 bighas it should be 75 bighas.

Mr, Chairman : The question is that in Clause 2 (c) (ii) of
the Bill the figure and word €150 bighas™ shall be
substituted by the figure and word “75 bighas”.

( The amendment was accepted )

The amended Clause 2 does form part of

the Bill.
The House stands abjourned till 10 A.M.
tOomorrow.
- ADJOURNMENT
- The House then adjourned till 10 A, M. on
Wednesday, the 11th November 1970.
2 U. Tahbildar,
Shillong Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam

The 10th November 1970




