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Proceedings  of the Tenth. Session of the Assam
Legislative ~Assembly assembled after the
Fourth General Elections under the

Sovereign =~ Democratic  Republican
Constitation of India.

The Assemblj met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 AM. on Monday, the 16th November, 1970.

PRESENT :

Shri“M.K. Das, M. A. B.L., Speaker, in the Chair, 12 Minis-
ters, 7 Ministers of ‘State, 2 Deputy Ministers and 54 Members,

STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(To which oral answers werc given)

Re: Floods in' Borbhag Constituency

; Sh_l'i- Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya asked :
17 Will. the - Chief Minister be pleased to state —

() Whether it is a fact that one of the main reasons of chro-
nic and devastation floods every year in the Borbhag
Constituency is that the opening of the “Singimarijan” has
neither been closed nor provided with any sluice gate ?

(b) 1f 50, whether a proposal either to close down the opening
of the ‘Singimarijan’ or to provide it \y’ith adequate sluice
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Jita® arrangethedt" i uldés | Yensiael

te “arral actifé onsidernion!

Govlt;rnmé:'h'f:? holdmosen  ldmoeel -;-;iﬂrhf?ﬁ of the
a1l 19hoy enoimald  Igwaad i%!mo:!

(¢) If the ransWerto (b)i'abovesis in dhraffitmative, when is

this expected to'ibé Gompléted? o)
Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) replied :

17. '.(a)——NO, it is not the main cause, though it adds to the
floodifig!'ito’ somieieXbentiidinuze /s ol ai Jam ylduozeA  odT
A%e]  qadmavolt DT di vsbnoM !H. M.A (O
. 0 : qsbroM ¢ M.A O] 5
(b) & (J—Yes, the proposal to provide a sluicc is under

active consideration.

Shri Gau'risankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, That the: government has

said that it is not one of ’ghc".,yl?'l;l_‘ Lgpsons but one of the reasens.

Whether government is aware so tar as last flood of the present

~ygnt/was congemnedy ihiv,'gg;,!gi‘gq;-tomit‘]}p aflyence of thig,Jan; that the
entiroocwatdd 10f HEhoastainMIOoNE . and Nona - passed: thpough, the
passes and over flooded entire cultivated and paddy fields of ;PZIFS]:]i.n]

Borigog, Barbhag and a part of Pub Barbhag Mouza.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Yes sir. This year water

of Motonga and Nona 1321%5195-_11]1[(3';'511 this Jan and the water of
the Brahmaputra. Ior (hese two reasons, in area mentioned by the
honourable Memberf was” ovariioodeds @nd sdamaged the crop.

- Bhattacharyya My «'qiucstion ‘has partly

Shri Ghurisankar’
hole of the eastern embank-

appreciated. My question is while the w
ment of the Nona is firmly retained and so far as western embank-
as been kept a big gap ‘Singimarijan’

and eastern embankment has not! been pontrolled what i$cknown,as

Borajan. Back .watcr of Motonga and Nona by passing via Borajor.
There is a strong cmbatikment’ for !> ghert ‘castekm?isite? neat®Singi-
marijan. The whole water is passed by 'thi§ Jan' ie. back' Water' of
the Brahmaputra submerged. X i_'; : l" ‘

i ‘ ) ¢zl i1 ooV ()

C w0 §igy this wasounder active

ment is concerned there h

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury;
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Re : Sluice gate on the Western Bank of* River Baralia
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya . asked :
*18. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) The progress so far made in the implementation of the
assurance which is pending: for: the . last two -years: regarding
the: construction of - sluice - gate -.on : the Western Bank ..of
River Baralia down Beharghat_at the point of ‘Ampara-kur’ ?

() When it is expected to be completed ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief -'.M:iinistnr) replied : ;

18. (a) & (b)—The Proposal s under examination.

Re Jiadhal Flood Control Scheme
Shri Nameswar Pegu asked :
“#19. "Will the Chief* Minister be pleased to - state—

(a) Whether it is fact that a sum of about twenty lakhs has
already been spent for Jiadbal flood control scheme under

Dhemaji Division ?

(by Whether it is also a fact that the whole scheme -had -been
left half done as a result of which the works.done .had
been completely damaged by the flood of May, 1970 ?

() If so. what actions have been taken against the officers
who were responsible for this ?

Shri Makendra Mohan Choudhury : (Chief Minister) replied :

19. (a) (b) & (c)—Ths item is under- enquiry with Commi-

ssioner, Plains Division.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know from the. hon.  chief-
Nfinistcr whether the Enquiry Report has been submitted by the

Commissioner ?

Sl Mobendra Mohan Choudhury : He has not gompleted the
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Enquiry Report. Till the Enquiry Report Complﬂfed,_ the_govern-
ment will take decision or work will remain pending which will cause
public money in future.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Work will not remain under......

Shri Mahendra Mohan Chouvdhury : The work is under continu-
ing.

‘Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What is the amount made over-
payment ? i

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : I do not know ncw.
Shri  Premadhar Bora ¢ Scheme B! (I F=[& GF--9B! FAT
B ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury § Scheme BT g =" |

WF ARAFE  over payment FAl (X IREEFI ©AE  F4Ql
|

Re : Alleged News-items in “Times of India’ against Assamese:

Shri Gaurisankar . Bhattacharyya asked :

*20 Wi & o] ;

. ill the Chief Minister be pleased to state —

(2) Whether the attention of the Government has been drawn
0 a news-item flashed in the Times of India, dated 30th
A‘I_gUSt, 1970, sent by the said paper’s representative from
Shillong under the date-line of 28th August, 1970 that the
non-Assamese people have been asked to quit Assam if
they do not want to face a situation like the one in 1960
or 1968 9

(b)

Whether the Government is aware that such false ; baseless
and inflamatory news-item and thc display may create a
Panic in the mind of the non Assamese people.?

{c)

X b 'Whethgr the Gavernment is aware that such slauders have
 been spread and tendentions reports have been created by
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the enemies of Assam with a view to scare away pecople
concerned from the Tea Auction Market and other indus-
trial and commercial ventures ? ‘ :

(d) What steps have the Government taken against such ene-
mies of the State and people of Assam ? '

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : (Chief Minister)‘.replied :

20. (a)—Yés, There is another news-item on the same subject
in Times of India of 31st August, 1970.

(b) & (c)—This is quite likely.

(d)—The contents of the news items have been examined by the
Advocate General and an equiry on the subject has been entrusted
to our Deputy Inspector General (S.B.) Necessary steps will be taken
on the basis of the report reccived and in consultation with the

Advocate General.

Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, this is with regard to
the legal steps that may be taken against this conspirator against the
people and the State of Assam. But the point is that this so-called
special representative of the Times of India stationed: in Shillong
is consistently, from the month of August last, been feeding the
Times of India, Delhi Edition, stories against Assam and. the assamese
people and the Shillong office. of the times of India became the
herbarium of the conspirators to create panic in the State, so much
so that there was extreme panic on the 15th of August and there
was alerting of the armed forces in the State, particularly at Gau-
hati, through there was absolutely nothing for such panic. At that
time when the present Chief Minister went to 'Gauhati to partici-
e 15th August function, it wasrepresented to him that this
sort of slanderous propaganda was being spread by some scum of the
- earth in the garb of a journalist and that political steps: should be
taken against him. Even the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup had
to contradict the news and also assure the peop]e thaE thel"e was
no cause for panic and the people should participate' in the ce-lc-
brations of the 15th August and, as a matter of fact, nothing
toward had happened. Yet how is it that these people are being
harboured and taken into confidence by Ministers of the Stz}t‘e and
they are given all the privileges that other rcspectabie pressmen get ?

pate in th

&
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Why these people are harboured by the Ministers of the State and
Avhy they are not deprived of all the privileges that other honest
spressmen /iget | ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Posting of extra armed
“Horcés in' Gauvhati to prevent any probable disturbances there on the
“I5th August had nothing to do with these two reports because these
‘two “reports appeared on the 30th and 3lIst August.

.« Shri. Gauri Sankar Bhattacharyya : Not these two reports alone;
this man has been making this kind of slanderous propaganda in
'"Delhit papers-not - in ‘Calcutta or Assam papers. This is done with
“in the' nefarious motive of poisoning the ears of the Government of
-India, :so; that /Delhi may be biased in its attitude towards the
-Assamese’ people. . It was a plain conspiracy against this State ;
1it. was.-a conspiracy against the people of Assam. Therefore, this
is no: merely,a question of those two news-items ' appearing all on
a sudden on the 30th and 31st August. This man was consistently
r'i'nc]"tl}ging in“ slanderous propaganda in ‘the famous paper like the
Times of India,being harboured here in Shillong and being patronised
by this Government. May I, therefore, know why this man has not
‘been ‘deptived of the privileges that other honest Press people get ?

Shri Mahgndra Mohan Choudhury : . I shall take the suggestion
of the hon. member into consideration.

Shri, Dulal. Chandra Barua : May I know whether it is a fact
that this matter was brought to the notice of the Government times
without number from many quarters about the activities of this gen-
tlemaru who is indulging in this mischievous propaganda and thereby
creating ill-feeling amongst the people of this State ? Heis trying
t? adopt the divide-and-rule policy so that there may be communal
riot and chaotic conditions in this State. In spite of all this infor-

mation 1‘e<?eived by the Government why no drastic action has been
taken against this kind of anti-social elements ?

S_lari Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury : Sir, T have already replied
to this question. We are going to take action against him and for
that reason we are being armed with legal opinion.

Shri Nakul Das : For some time past we have noticed that a
section of the Press has been carrying on a slander campaign against

_ the people and the Government of Assam. May I know why the




8 . QUESTIONS [ 16th November,

so-called Directorate of Information and Public Relations is sitting
right' and not contradicting 'such tendentious reports ? Do not,
therefore, Government consider the desirability of reviving the
Press Advisory Council ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : We are going to revive the
Press Advisory Council in Assam and we want to take up all these
matters in that Council.. But, Sir, I may inform the hon. member
- that whenever activities of this kind are brought to our notice, we
enquire into them and take “action against the persons concerned.

Shri Dulai Chandra Barua : Is Governement aware of the fact
that this so-called special correspondent tried to bring slur against the

character of - the Ministers, including the Chief Minister in his Press
statement and it was brought to the notice of the Chief Minister.
May 1 know what action has so far been taken by Government
'against the reporter. If not, what is his reason there for ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : I shall be very careful in
i this matter in future.

Starred Questions Nos. 21, 22 and 23 were not put Mex_nbers being
absent.

Re : Appointment of Secretary, Agro-Industries Corporation

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya asked :

*24, Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased to

state—

(2) Whether it isa fact thata super-annuatcd retired Govern-
ment servant has been appointed as the Secretary of the
Agro-Industries Corporation without advertisement for the

job ?

(b) Whether it is also a fact that he has had no experience
cither in Agriculture Department or of Industries Depart-
ment or of any Marketing or Bussiness Organisation and
that he retired enly as Under-Secretary from Civil Secre-
tariat, Shillong ?

¥
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Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika (Minister of, State, A gro-Industries

,Development  Corporation) replied :

24. " (a)—Yes:

(b)—The officer concerned retired as’'a Deputy Secretary to the'
Government' of © Assam in' the General 'Administration Department‘
He' has' had varied *experience as Under-Secretary in the' Industrres.
Department - where he’ dealt 'with matters 'relating to the public
undertaking and Company Affairs. He has also experience in finan-
cial. matter as  Under -Secretary in the Finance Department. -

. Shri Gauri Sankar Bhattacharyya ¢ I am  sorry,  Sir -that in
my question I said that this illustrious; gentleman retired as Under
Secretary, -but, he actually retired as Deputy Secretary. I am sorry
for: this, because, after all, this illustrious gentleman had retired as
Deputy Secretary and not Under Secretary. But my question is this
the Government has taken a policy decision of retiring people on
superannuation when they attain the age of 55. Only in very, very
exceptional cases of very, very technical nature, like doctors, exceptions
are made. * This gentleman was ‘a“mere clerk and in “‘course of ' time"
he became-‘an' Under' Secretary ‘and 'a the time of refirement was'
a Deputy Secretary. Naturally as a clerk many types of files passed
th,lfougl‘i him rélating to Industries Department or the Agri'culturc
Department. or th¢ General 'Administration Department, or files of
this or that nature. :Bu_t itliis orfga':iisution is essentially a marketing

organisation and this gentleman, whatever might be his clerical ex-

perience, had absolutely no experience either in the matter of building
up and development of industries or in the matter of building-up
and development of agricultural affairs and
matter of marketing,
Deputy Secretary,
technical qualificat
State available .qu

absolutely :nil in - the
So, except that hu was. a clerk and retired as
‘what special qualification was there, specially what
ton was there, that in spite of there being in the
: ite’ a- large mumber of ‘people, quite competent to
run this:sort of affairs, this'superannuated ‘old man, who had-learnt

nothing except: pushing the pen, why he should be put'in charge o;
these  responsible  duties ? }

Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika-:r This appointment was made for

one year. 1 have got the information that Assam  Agro TIndustries
> o =4 y . i
Corporation was in urgent need of an ex

perieneced  officer to go into
the arrears and deficiencies in the sphere of administration and
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finance, and also to 100k after and rectlfy mattcrs Which were to
be urgently attended to under the Companys Act. “The Board of
Directors dfter careful consideration on 30.7.70 appointed Shri K.N.
Sarma as Officer on Special Duty on Finance as he was found to
be suitable for the post in.view. of: his experience ‘of Finance and
Industries where he ‘dealt with. matters regarding;;Government Com-
panies as well asin view of the varied experience including as a Treasury
Officer. This appomtment was; -madeg, purelv jon-a temporaly basis.
_ : . ] X

Shri Debeswar Sarmah Mr SpeakeruSir,,zm view. ofithe fact
that Government accepted a policy not to re-employ superannuated
or retired persons, - will' the ‘Chief Minister B&" pléased to say why
Govt.  sponsored; or' fully ‘or partially “sponsored,’ corperations or
public companics are ‘appointing retired: ‘persons '? 5 Why not- Govern-
ment lending their' officers on' deputanon who 'may be held respbnsn-
ble -in future <2 (v 1 B 5108 U 3on b 1

O12193h il 3 noABY esd 4116 an

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, :;, The ;general policy: of;-the

Government is not to allow .any - retired, person. in, the. Govt, . spon-

sored corporations, but in certain, cases because of dearth of proper
persons some departure from this policy has been.-madc

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattaclléryya s Are Governrnen awarc ‘tha*
takmg advantage of the autonomous nature of thcse corporat:ons
the. management or the Board of Dmctors of some of these cor-
porations are actually on a large scah, pdtxomsmg the:r favourites
and taking resort to ncpotlsm and are puttmg m a good numbe.r of
undesirable -and not-vr:ry-efﬁClem people’ mto thcse coxpomtlons ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : 'Sir] 1 require 'totice for that.
I do not know exactly how ‘many such kmd of appomtments have

been made.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : - Naturally, the Chief _Minisler_ would
not be knowing all-these things. Would:be ptgased to review the
employment position of retired persons in- alli these corporations:
For cxample in the Associated Industries, a -retired -Deputy Commi-
ssioner had been employed. He retired from J01hc1t_r I found him
loitering about in the Circuit House running after  this man,‘ t!]at
M.L.A. or another Officer or a Minister.” This is'not a very edlfymg
spectacle.  Therefore, will be - Chief Minister be pleased to revicw

the employment of the retired people in'the' sheltered corporations ?
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Shri Mahendra ~Mohan._ Choudhury_ :. This . gentleman has be_en
appointed not by any Govt. sponsored Corporation. He has been
appointed by a Private Company. :

Shri Dulal Chandra“Barua : The Chief Minister has stated that
on principle the Government do not like to appoint any retired
person. May I know from the Chief Minister whether he is aware
of the fact ‘that ~almost all “the Corporations of ~Assam like Agro
Industries Corporation, Assam Government Construction Corporation,
Small Scale Industries Development Corporation are manned by
retired personnalsvho haye -lost their -initiative and capacity for which
all these Corporations have become failures ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Sir. I have “already replied
that these matters will' be looked 'into.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah § WIA-® S4Ee  SRMA, E @Bt Al
s AifEFs | BN FU 7y 99 5999 FAT) Associated Industry I <1
FETO TGN 'SCQTLTC'%I Private Concern AfH [w@ | Bl AR
TEiE @Bl Sitehl Mo =W 1 Associated Industry © BIFILR
Q0 @iy BFr wEE FEg . FCL 3 .74 wifia s @Y BF |
’State Bank I #=@1e SiACE | @W wF ©'F Sal iy A B it
“fsfaff” taffcg | Industry Minister @ SIS0 = a% was fAws
(oS sl BRI %51 fg 2 af g egpt @ A e
OIS o o FoF wEE wie G atear G =60 89 (oS
fir fofse Ww=@ SCRWE Private « concern JfEME | WNF S
B39 enlighten ot 2

gl L Ce s -

Shri Mahendra: Mohan Cllaudhui-yg Bla, WEAE Swwg fEEm
retired D.C. ¥ appointment I =Y (HE =B GAG @TNF FEAI

o1 COUNOF appointment 7l 9% 1 Tndia Govt. =& o=r fo
Re : Tntroduction of Lottery

MoaFie stsng Al s

¥ et AR R, AR o S e
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fowas @M wome [F igg b aAl BF | - TSR

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattapharyya_: [EEal “mez 52';3, ﬁﬁg Z"Tﬁe_iw
fes P fg | i

Shri Kamakhaya Prasad Tripathi - ; <o, 3he . JiE==
e g — oxife wifst @Sl FEEE @l | FFe =98
ffbamer ©IF O SRedE wEE A | TEA{AE G proft
qifgas 7=18 wifetg | afowr ©i== vo &y ia fTeaw .ﬁQﬁI%I EFE
fega ot wiferg | qF b A BHE wisE wTe R 12
afsar TR i wuan GIFE Ifega @b 6 ?mzv“ﬁ@'
FIFe TREAMES a¥ ABINT GFIS &6 WEEE! wizE MRS . IZEE
o= BEAls GAwiE a8 @IS S5 TR | @i Al SHOTET D
sivre AN @B SIS 515 <0, [OHeE wifie R a1 Sfown
Aqfer soTN® maAeE Gt o (efenlTE @8 wiga S5 Fad @i
afeatas wimig ovNe wpEeiE @b @ e Faemne oy
50 TIGIF BFl | FHINAS (20g O A B I, FENAO 1?70'.'_%@3-‘?"
sl oo FEs, FiFr AEEe v =T, $I 1RV
@UE, T o T, NS ¢ WA, MRS © R,
TeEe Y TigrE, Si=e et Ao Sk BT | @8 @fmm
AP gt b aty Bet o AR e o= @

Shri Hiralal Patowary § &% RIME, fremdl wgvaa 4t
wifg faoifEer @, @& Gamo Beating Act 97w folbrae e
tfeTels Faa o_1 B EAgE  XAC?

Shri Kamakhaya Prasad Tripathi 8 a8 FBET Sl iR
foata fof AN

oleoaNes lmg (Afom FfF T2 T2 Bl Al
(SIS Wi wiAret @8 (Al @A Fl teg | FN(E AW
1% A @ifest @8 BB @bER Fiw | St

'Shri Hiralal Patowary 8 W% (J0F91T maj 9T§TC5 Al |

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi 8 =12 tafowe@ HEI s‘ﬁj
g% Al @@ A | WEE Game  Beating Act g @1 FBET
wiw Horsg Race I g =
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Shri ~Dulal Chandra Barua ° 38 S B e 1 M Pl S AG] fRra-
sivEr SilESets @g | HEE elens %201 ordinance G RIFN
siioTel qErel ST86 SIRLE SN Bl wilg | SIReeE bars Fiae
i lottery @ BB =N A REl FACE! GAE 2 ST
Feae. I FEe freme 515w Akalies o<yl iwg | Wi et
BIF] TIeIE (IMR] WiNE (HREEe ARKOE < plcheu-g!
J%-&ﬂ Tans o w6 bIwa afowts e [t R @it S8
aZB! wFE (NEEme a9 i 5uPE  BNiNe  Brothel system
5 S | sl SEiopeE I69Q T (OBl IR ?
“"ﬂ?a‘lllnlri K:iinakh’a_ﬁ_ Prasad Tripathi : Govt. of India & rule
o FEE S1STe wfedlw cEistg | ofers abl FA 912 | :

M. Shamsul ﬁuda s e o e—isE S 15 raata
fEu=re: ﬁfaiﬁ ¢ T S0 ;YA BIE Fifess e TEwwE wa—
wm ol e ﬁl?ﬂ?{ ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi § =@iwaw  <fgqq ot
Bs forml @il 1% 1 frg 78 @ lottery Bt FfReCa |

Shri - A, N. Akram Hussain § State lottery ¥ JI5® I fiﬁgﬂl‘-‘i
e B=p \SEISE Wi ) iotg 78 FANB! GIFiE G 2. S
gl a2 Bwb F wHEe Tiwl QwE BF bAFET WIFEH 1308 |
8ol @Bl TRE DITE . FEM 2 faelms Wi lottery (@t =ik
IOl &N (olTs aFo adI= I (E! BEEE e s -
P

Shri Kamakhya' Prasad Tripathi ¢ e {Baby 2ga  afomtam
IR W | TS et Bes =T eEfRgig=E | S
AT MIAE T T State lottery I s @iyl [ EEOE
I BFE SFlA | BFAeT printing T WNIN ©fF W A | GIFIA
EEe print FEE o¢ A won® ot B 78 wiwee SiiignifE
private press © g5l TG Q@S (ANINA  ATBCET |

Shri  Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Govt. Press (Bl9 Gaf®
FHEF | '
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- Qhri - Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : “&Eg® So (1 Fa tmg |
st G e F T wowmmE e abt Press Y st |

MId: Shamsul Huda : f“awr Press - Wfena s 'En‘mfi;ﬁ -
[z

P
Y

. Shri- Kamakhya Prasad. Tripathi 8 GFRla o6 wEa. &6= |

Mr. . Speaker : He will ‘submit the list.

Shri Sarat Chandra Rava 8 (399 @5Qw 83 =@ wispieast
tn el @ Sl ZEE BEFNE G 2

Shri - Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : Gai %

" 'Shri Kamini Mohan Sarmah ¢ =iy @y Bwiw B X i
fipg (el (& SEO0 (W8 2 WM G e s> 187 qifem a1
sl waste paper . basket © 515 To |

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi ¢ 7861 =gm, R issue
xql IH ©F counter follio =2 =T |

33 Shn; Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani § @lwiw wisfas fofes
Cltes, e, T o wrislaE Galod @ @B w57 mg et
ACE! m@i o @qu f";TffTE{ Al FF FaeT 2

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi § QTGN lottery I Tl wimt
- 7|

Starred Question No. 26 not put Member being absent.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

| e Pl fejJER) E MUY | Oivl 4

(To which answers were laid on the table)
D e B als 3111 {

Re; :,_-*Ti_ngkhong,;- chachani , bundh,

2| mﬁh *»uuma? TR ST G —

™| IJ.

(F) ety bish 2iF Saimelr wie e ¢4 BN S5
et ey =@g adie Far YN, SR 2
i BRITTEd FIRE] i i1 .
() = iy, ot 9o fowars a8 4 36 B w2 B
dhrgm tigs R (Y SEnm) Ges i s
A (F)—2F | A
o gaamMA

(D—=r=t bE, fagg wiwH af%sm'a a:ﬂi ol 1T0g |

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua § ()9 o%F ©SI9 =& SGIAE
SI6fT afeaie 218 s it il 14 15T s s o e 2

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury ; 3 Err Bl‘f U SFIE 89 37}1

el w =% | w9y Ay, TREAR | I - 0T 17T |

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya g Textile

i o isfag Fi=e
O [BER QI WA GGl AR F A (G rsluiceigate @A ®i6E

FEICS R AT | I I xﬂﬁfﬁ'T ZW W'aﬁ’ﬂ? slmce gate ¥NF
SR amem“mr S 353 WW 3"'@1’— i m.zﬁ ?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Sluice gate 2= =i=rens
fapgsile \:)%’*‘HK) arrer | E?IU—:—— valocily of water

volunic of water
w(i=F soil test ﬁ*oﬂ SIS | -

)
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Shri Mahidhar Pegu § Sluice gate I TR fFN= Bt wisna
T g ?

"\
4

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury o CFI?EBT IEIEi ?ﬁﬁ[ eI |

Shri Hiralal Patowary ¢ Sluice gatea ﬁmrera asfaccf b @dl &G
Y6 FA1 B Estimate © IF, a8 [ @ywai" <f@ oEe 2

Shri Mahendra' Mohan - Choudhury § @S S EE
iR wEel A8 | (3T S FEts f&s1E3 Technical Wg @i
ToC EITE T8 TIERH Fiq Amgnat, srf@fcaf TOQ Tl O el F(Ha |

Shri Hiralal Patowary 3 C@fﬁ??ﬁ Test. @“ﬁ!ﬁ?{ FIFE ﬁrﬁm
e #@1 confidential technical =g AIf=es 2

Shri Mahendra Mohan Clloudﬁury s a8feis b=l FEq H=iL
Fql BA |

UNDISPOSED STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS OF
12TH NOVEMBER, 1970

Re : Housing difficulty in Nalbari
Shri Prabhat Narayan Chaudhury asked :

%16, Will the Minister-in-charge of Town and Country Planning
be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is Aware that due to very heavy con-
centration of population, a large number of low paid Go
vernment employees and employees of Semi-Government
institutions at Nalbari are suffering acute housing difficulty 7

(b) Whether Government is aware that most of these emplo-
vees arc incapable of constructing quarters individually,
unless helped under an appropriate Housing Scheme ?

Ll
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(&) | Whether Government propose to construct two  hundred
quarters at Nalbari -after preparing a proper Scheme imme-

diately for the purpose or by forming a Housing Co-
operative in the line of Tamilnadu and some _olhcr States ?

Shri Kamakhya Prasad- Tripathi, (Minister, Finance, Labour,
Town and - Country Planning etc.) replied : -
16. (a)—Yes, frs 23

~

_(b)—Yes, Goyernment are_liberally sanctioning loans under Low
Income and'Mid.dle Income Group Housing Schemes to those persons
who can satisfy the conditions for the grant of such loans ; besides
there is provision for sanctioning the House Building advance to the
needy =~ Government servants.

(c)—At present there is no such proposal under consideration of
Government,

Re : Presentation of the Report of the Enquiry Committee on
the allegations against the Minister, Co-operation :

Shri Premodhar Bora ¢ @iisffa (3Rl timanm =@ Wies o
ATAR [E wiSrHis FEwm Report B wifys &l FUl wifga 5
TAZB! CWC%fT;I Agenda & 18 |

@Mr' Speaker 8 Printing © ot = 3w printing I F=1 OI=d
1% |

Shri. Maneswar Boro § fwia. fi  afifeg 2

_ Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya g Printing ¥ A=F Govt. press
I RS RO Ul wesil w1 @B press B BAFRA
N QAFFT  Fqrm e e torg | wife Az BA SN
1 Legislative: 3 iate @Bt vt wing cutat A wilfen i<
proposal 8 fora tgfem oG ttaer wing =t it A8 1 @3RI
I BIFITT Audit Report wiws State Electricity Board & Report
wifit A st sterar S0% | Legislative T sftsr IR falwse e
TR A CErat 18 1 Assamese Rules et print ¥ SfFE =0
TR S @3B qet WE Tu tawg A W33 5[ @1 Machine
A AR [ONEHY (BN WA Bt o<p TR L Govt, press
et @3@ FEF 51 (1] 'o'ITﬁl Govt, Press @ AN FAS R ELl EY
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5T o ®'F siforr wRHAIATN B! u@g oY st goiEa
@ﬂf%a?f%mz:rm%u af@:‘:t el | ga maﬁs wist 'gew A fodE
ReT T fmw aite ST @ﬁsw I "TEFC'"TF! TG SfEsers el
itz | sifota =0 CT%C"J 9?1"5'@37 e chort F printing afesian=
st e rofomemE @SB EStsiEaEs SRl 4 e SasiEaie
s gol = SfEvma s@l W8 oot Swwa! FET siRelEee e
it oy, iam et w@E FfRE wEEE e

Mr Speaker : T Wl” djscuss w:th the chief M:mster about the ways
‘and means to :mprove prmtmg in Govcrnment Press cspcmal[y of
the Assembly papers T AT

Shri Hiralal Patowary 8 {38! Ropaertiopress &t sfbedi (98
TBARLIT & b g AR S fL SE® sise =t (gies onE
fooqo © G Report er e o Report printing 4 <I=0e

s ear ioE = oufﬁ—’

Mr Spcakcr I wdl dlSCUSS w;th the Ch1ef anster about the
ways and me'ms to improve pnntmg in the Government
Press elspec_!aHy. of the Asselngly\_papers.

| Shri’ Hifalal Patowari : ~On’'a point of order. (Then in Assa-
mese). * | ¥ T shiasast

Mr. Speaker :' About that thing Fwill’ give my rullmg tomorrow.
The report was submitted on 9. 11.70. T have examined both the re-
ports and the proceedmg% and T 'will glve ‘my- rulling tomorrow.

..., Shri . Dulal._Chandra Barua : We  have requested you to ‘call
'back that. repori from the Governmept Press and append the other
report with it. Boih lhe reports qhm.l 3l bc ‘printed and cn'culated

TelErs

Myr. Spiaker| If 1-ihold: thm; the other “report is also to be
presented  then - only itywill, be, priated. '

51 oo

21K ¢ - f
RIR B oviisle

Ré': Tndustrialisatior of Cachar
Shzi. Dulal Chandia, Barua :. Sir, with your permission I want
to_do the attention of the Mlmster Inch'irge of Industucs to the fact
I
That the Sa ngram Parishad of ("‘ac]mr has Iaunchr'd its second phase

[
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“of 'movement from 'to-day and it has resorted to hunger strike from

sunrise to suniset’ “Sif this matter was discussed in this House time
‘without number and all' the Mcmbers from Cachar have expressed
‘their feeling 'in- various ways, and ‘they went up to Delhi and met
the! Prime: Ministeér and put' forward” their grievances before her -about
industrialisation’ of Cachar, "We ‘also’ brought to -the notice’ of the

_<hon.  Midistér incharge of Tndusiries’ that ‘the case of ‘Cachar should

be donsidered!’  Goveriimént is aware that the Sangram Parishad of
iCachar has launched a movement. -Now, I want to know whether
any ‘assurance 'has ‘becn’givenito the Sangram Parishad by the hon.
Minister, Tndustries that he is going to<take up the: matter with the

“Government' of Indiaion'the 18th when' he will be visiting Delhi,

and that the (Cacharlsicase for a paper pulp Mill will be considered.
If. he hasralready given such an assurance then that is alright, ‘but
so.far as my information goes, no such indication has been given
to/the peopler of Cachar for/which they have launched a movement.
Sir, as youiknow, we!are facing a serious situation to-day and there-
fore, by considering the need of Cachar and other aspects the hon.
Minister, | Industries  should ' give - a written reply - to. the Sangram
Parishad of .Cachar and request them toskeep the movement in -abey-
ence; as Government s taking ‘up the matter with the Government
of India, For this reason T have raised this question.

' Shri ' Biswadey Sarmah : (Minister, Industries)  : Sir, the House
Might remomber that in/'course’ of a discussion of a telegram received
by Shri 1Biswanath Upadhyya: I'madeit.clear in the House that with
regardito the 'Papér Pulp!Mill as well as: Sugar Mill 1 have already
fixed a discussion with the Government -of India on -18th of this
month, and 1 have got confirmation from Shri Dinesh Singh that he
‘has) fixed I8th for a discussioniregacdirg the Paper Pulp Mill. Re-
‘ga_"di“g the Sugar Mill, in my lastvisit/to Delhi [ had a discussion
With ! the. ‘Minister | for | Food-and . Agriculture, | Shri Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, and - 'he categorically, assurcd. He categorically assured
:Tne that by the end cof -this monthi a 'letter of intent would be
issued, So-when' Ir'am  visiting . Delhi this: week, . I will discuss
the - matter regarding Sugar Milli « Another unit of fruit preser-
vation is coming up in Cachar and licence has been obtained
by 4 party from’ Delhi’ ‘with’'Bulgarian' collaboration. For = setting
4 fruit’ p'res}ﬁ-'vﬁiion_‘“unit"'in Cachar the Bulgarain team'is. coming
.'by the' cad' of this'month’ to' select site for  that. ' Tho: othet’ day
T meitibndd ‘that dégorative plywood factory, the bigiest in Asia will
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be set up in Cachar and all necessary arrangements are being done
including supply of timber. Foundation of that also will be laid by
the first week of December next. In the meantime, I have sent a
team of officers both from the S.I.S.I. Gauhati and Joint Directorate
of my Department. Recently they came back from Cachar and have
recommended setting up of various small indusries jn ‘that District,
and T am glad to say Sir, that a very good response from the
unemployed youths has been coming forth and within a month we
shall be able to set up at least a number of small industries ‘in that
area. This is the industrial programme 'in  that District. After T
return from Delhi it will be possible on my part to inform the
Sangram Parishad as mentioned by Mr. Barua, about the result of
my discussion. But unless I get a written communication from the
Sangram Parishad it is difficult for me to write to them what are
the steps T have been taking.  Whatever T have said in this House,
this may kindly be communicated to the Sangram Parishad by Mr.
Barua so that they can at least postpone their agitation.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Tl}e Statement of 'the Minit:\-
ter, as far as it goes, is alright. But whether the Government is
aware that the Government of India has only very recently announced
that it does not encourage setting up of any Sugar mill in the public
sector or in brivafe sector and that they will allowing the sugar
mill in the co-operﬁtivc sector, and whether our Government has
accordingly advised the promoters or enthusiasts of the proposed
sugar mill in Cachar that they should rather go ahead tosct up th‘;
sugar mill in the co-operative sector in view of the Government ©

India’s decision. That is number_ 1.

Number 2 is : The Minister has said about. the prOI?O..Sf-“d
:Bu]garian collaboration. Whether it is a fact that the BU]gdlfdll
Government has made it one of the points that they can collaborate
provided the Government has got participation in the industry and

if that is so, whether that hurdle has also been crossed so that

there may be some industry in Cachar, and that the setting up of
this industry is not time barred ?

Shri Biswadev Sarma, Minister, Industries : With regard to num-
ber 1 point, we are going to set up sugar mill in the State sector
by the State Government itself. The Chief Minister has taken up

this matter atthe higher level and the Cfo"?mﬂ?eﬂ.t of India has made -
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special'case for 'sugar mill in the State sector to set up in the dis-
trict of) Cachar because of the geographical situation there. What T
am told is that the people are not interested in setting up a sugar
mill in the co-operative. sector there from the very beginning. That
is why the State Government itself will set up this mill. The Govt.
of ‘Tndia has made a departure with regard to Cachar.

With ‘regard to Bulgarian collaboration, this is a private party-
exporter ‘of | fruit = juice. The Government of India has already
given licence to this party:/ Hon. Mr. Bhattacharyya might know
that the party being exporters of fruit juice they will set up the
industry as quickly as possible so that they can export the pineapple
juice. The House might as well know that the Cachar pineapple
juice ‘of Cachar is best in the world which has got a very good
export markel.

Re :  Atrocities Committed by the Police at Palashbari.

Shri Govinda Kalita § S5 SEIAT, SEHHNIS[ SPee. (FRHT
blct =l sifeica wrorisia oy N8 SAI @il ST el
R Tfop. wiFga SRHF anw' | a8 W &Afos Sy she 98
SBI SI619 xrg | Ay @R whAl 1 FeT wwe i T8 fe wfeweis
DI S R e Qi st nais R EF9 bal gl
WE cefrored @8 @Bl w1 st TU AT g |
et o o@fr sama), Rommem swe wE fagis ofse
BFl AMa | g cafomt sy st sfee Noie weae wifE
B =isiice ofeme @3 weEs 9E e wwe
@9t so - sifty i - z51e ARG i1 IZ@ WAZF Arrest FIEE
i Fifs o BN que SR > 59 w;rq:l © hrefN =t
RIBSSCEC i G o BT SIS TR 85 GOIBIR FEE |
A e, ww-mate oifr fing | wot  iaslEies 4 @i Si=-
O WEe Ty | aBwe FmieiE woisly w4 fPrge sE=EiTte
WL TSI Lo ol @ Tl AT @ B2 A SR
CATST WIGIT FF | FwANT (GAT SHATST TSI S | ASH
Ao aET og wensE @@ @¥fEE sefs Tt
dtifesnt e, sgaEte swot, sl Fhiol, gEmet Fleiolg .o
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ClEaeng Bt FE | AfeAn wEeE e[y wwisE FH
WIEE F= FHI il g1 I FFHOI3 65 Twhimg ! wina
ST FHEIST, TN TS, Ao, TEOL, Aol TSt B w1, st
*xf, SR TS, (e B, TR bE W wl® wi=s Stpars
4f% WBIRFRGE ARG G 4N TG TG | FAS FIAl-
T ie-3fF @il sz T aEE 5F U6 o | a8 @ﬂmf%{af CIFES
#feam SIS glawwE HigigEt FiElga | a8 FoE o TUNalas
gAlSE | D.C., S.P. =l Memorandum fng @i f[oE i
WIS G180 | AAE Section (4 WAR a¥iel &feqid GASE | ST
mm’%fi“a@‘ IEE JNE AFE mzﬁtrr:nsrgl T4t Aaiwa @3 ©ife
g1 - Sa wae Roiwas w0 g tﬂqsrzra"fw wiosae wa @it
Sttt e i3 ast Al ﬁi%\?ﬂ’a gra zﬂrﬂT <ﬁ|aa2c’n mrrsra‘r
TRV 7oE wiiwEe =i | £l
Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) ¢ ©13, a8 {Jar3
oNE FAl 1807 SI=F il a¥ Bl 712 FTLE AFE O AET FAAa 245
forgl | @il @3 sermag tsEE Bre w5t (Fa owe FEassian g7,
st owe Faw | wee G g ag gaas F98 curs*f Eﬁﬁrtr
G TEEE W Ml IvEE T4 (%0 | ) :
‘ ; =
Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Mr. Speaker. Sir, I want a clarification,
This is a very serious matter and we are in*doubt whether 'we are
living in a country Where. rule of law prevails.. Hereis a serious
allegation brought by one of the hon. Members of the House. The

officers concerned should be smpended Jmmedlately and proceedings
may be dmwn later on.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : : As1 have already said, sir,
the -allegations are being' enquired: into. and if the. efquiry Teveals
any facts, we Vill take action: ag’unst th&ofﬁcers. i

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Srr the Chlef Mnustcr has stated
that the matter is being enqu:redmto but from our side it .has been
seen that these enquiries are not proper]y done. Thercfone, may I
request the hon. Chief Minister that by considering the gravity of
the situation and also the dissatisfaction prevailing in that area, ‘one
high official from Shillong should* be appointed to enquire into the
matter 7

_—
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Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Sir, at the first instance
these allegations are enquired into by the Deputy Commissioner. If
we are nof satisfied with his report then some higher official will be
appointed to look into the matter.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : The Officers concerned should be sus-
pended  first.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Sir, the hon. Member is
an Advocate and he knows that to suspend an officer a prima facie
case has to be established.

Shri A. N. Akvam Hussain § 20981 TIHTH ©WE F=T <l
itz | ¥ Enquiring =319 @1 F g3 Ji9E, o sieqiE 59
@ sie |

Re : Defilement of a Temple by the Public at Tezpur,

Shri Hiralal Patowary s Nia=IN 4 wZWH, T2 &l =A<
ofs T TWAE Tzieng wdp wiwse wxa AbE | oge! F
OO @bl WIS ARE it Wi siNEts @E6 i it
Tl | ARW! = title T Qu sigwis wsiiEg | SfEGS SO
el TN 9% wBAl-abigm | @¥ mFles Sifs @5 S Gl |
SAG T At FR | Reg fr wwiSe SR Hotel 9wt o= 13
BISEIS 1Sl Ol o6 (o wfras mistsim | qBus s By
so12NE, T8 b WIS frugl—

:it;n;fr:‘ilzhga;l:tfthc telegl'_am. “Some police officials defied sanc-
e £ emple-mam bazar on thirteenth instant by jump-

2 nearby hotel with leather boots and belts on temple roof
pujari Was.rebuked and arrested on filmsy cooked up grounds to
help cons;?u-‘acy of a business firm attempt for grabing temple pro-
perty religious sentiments of public heavily hurt pray judicial

cnquu‘)f and  punishment” Dugar Secretary Panchayati Mandir
Committee.

AfE® Business firm % wgty  wlaws | wiwwsicy TiE st
Ffq F0 FH wivg | il ave T (0 B AT 2 M

unici-
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pality Committee & Chairman @ committee (B recognise (Z |
ot QS SIEE T Soela WA N8 IR [ qAE S
nfeE e e |

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) 3 Bi=, ag
Bl ASEE Sl waw 59 Siiene SinwtE sEEE Sledme 9w
FAS® SEEAT F(REa | Oine (HiE Telegram 151919 w2l Ffafs |

N8 o (@Al Telegram @iifna g0 w18 ©i%F a8 Foall FHTS
Bz

=

w8 GE ael Gaie T8 | UFee 9= F9 T A w9q ey
ornE FEw | [@onne @2 AWl T @iy 9=fea A4t series
of criminals ¥ wiwlEee FEIRIGE 7 g | afow @8 gt FT»<e
s tmm Rl WS H(A GHIF |

Adjournment Motion : Lathi-Charge by Police upon Railway
Fmployees at Maligaon.

#Ghri Phani Bora : Mr. Speaker, Sir. I want to move an ad-
journment motion under Rule 56 of the Rules and Procedure and
conduct of the Assam Legislative Assembly. The Motion is “The
House do- now adjourn (o discuss the issue of police Lathi charge
on the peaceful railway employees who demonstrated in front of
the Railway Headquarters at Maligaon on the 12th November

1970 and the situation arising out of the same.”

Mr, Speaker, Sir, this is a very definite matter and of other
urgent public importance. This incident has taken place on the 12th
November at about 1.30 p.m. without any Magistrate to give order.
Magistrate came over there only at about 3.30 p.m.. And, after
12th the House sat on 13tlr only. for a half day. This matter is
of urgent public importance and it requires that this House which is
in Session is allowed to discuss this urgent matter of public impor-
tance. Because unless the House discusses and' guides the Govt.
as to how this situation is to be tackled there is every possibilities
of situation being deteriorated and serious consequences might follow.
This House is no very much aware as to why thisis of so much
of public importance because in the newspapcrs only the cryptic

*Speech .not corrected,
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reports have appearced that there was lathi charge on some people
were injured and some people are being arrested. The statement
of the General Manager appeared in the press also tried to
white wash the whole incident and thereby keep the, public in
dark and the importance of the matter is sought to be minimised.
Therefore, Sir, T feel it my duty to place before the House the in-
cident why it is so much of public importance. Sir, on the 12th
a number of railway employees belonging to.all the categories who
are united in a Co-ordination Committee. Under the leadership
of that Co-ordination Committee the railway employees went to see
the General Manager cn the basis of a previous discussion being
held between the representatives of the Coordination Committee
and the General Manager with regard to a very small matter. The
matter was that the railway employees were given Puja advance and
the Flood advance. The employees want that the repayment of these
advances should be made within a period of 36 months whereas the
General Manager wanted recollection of these advances within 12
months. The railway employees being very hardhit as a result of
rise in priées, thonght if they are to pay within 12 months then
every month they would be required to pay out of their meagre pay
something like 200 or 300 rupees which is impossible to pay on
their part. Therefore, they went to request the General Manager and
place before him their grievances. General Manager being absent
at that moment and the Personal Officer being also absent on that
day, there was one Deputy Personal Officer. That gentleman, T do
not know his name. Now, that gentleman, Sir, you might remember,
recently there was a dislocation in the N.F Railway from Siliguri
onward to this side. For about 7 days whole railway was disruptive
because of the behaviour of this gentleman who recently transferred
to Maligaon. This gentleman was present. He refused to meet the
PERrsctativelof S the employees. Now, at 1.30 p.m. when that
:::;icja:m;;fc]::fé“;“i' out for lunch thc‘reprcsentati\.ms o_f the em-
i & rached him on the way and tried to submit their memo-
rancum befors him, While they were trying to submit their memoran-
dum b‘cforc hlim, in the meantime, he brought some police personnel
belonging to Assam Police Battalion. T won’t have raised this matter
l'fcforc the Housz had it not been the case of Assam Police Batta-
lion. Now, these police personnel without any magistrate’s orders,
they at the instence of a railway officer resorted to lathi charge and
lathi charge on whom- lathi charge on those deputationist who were
§ryiug to submit a memorandum, They did not create any trouble,
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They were entired peaceful. T have seen myself people lying in the
hospital, all of them were beaten first on their heads. This is some-
thing inhuman. I failed to understand how this could happen. Not
only that, Sir, After this the people who were beaten up they
are being arrested and remanded to police loek-up and even inside
the police lock-up they were mercilessly beaten. There is one police
officer who has beaten seven people inside the police lock-up,.

(Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : Let the discussion be cen-
tred round the admissibility of the Motion)

Sir, in the newspapers the matter has not been reported in detail.
Unless the House knows these things in detail the House will not
be in a position to appreciate the matter. That is why I am saying
all these things. Sir, following that incident the Police has created
a terror in those areas. They are arresting the people indiscrimina-
tely. For example, some girls who are going on with their trails
they are scught to be arrested. Even breaking the various shops
people are being arrested and what is more, Sir, the womenfolk
is also manhandled.  Why this arrest is not stopped " Why the
Govt. did not, in the meantime, institute a judicial enq'mry "’ H:ow
it could take place ? It is a fit case for judicial quu.lr){. Nothing
has been done. Therefore, I think this is of 1-ui?hc importance,
Now, if there is general strike launched by the J'all?vaymezl as a
result of this nolice action, the movement of railways will be stopped.
And, as a result of which the entire people of Assam will have to
suffer. That is how it is a matter of grave public importance. And
‘from Rules of Procedure I plead that not only it is a matter of
great public importance butitis a fit case for allowing a discussion
iHn this House. There are certain restrictions imposed by the rule :

(1) ‘“Not more than one such motion shall be made at the same
sitting.”” This is a matter recently occured and on a specific ques-
tion the motion is moved. The question here is the question nf
lathi charge over the peaceful railways employees.

=]

(2) “‘the motion must not revive discussion on a matter which has
been discussed in the same session.” It was never discussed in the
Session.

(3) “The motion must not anticipate a matter which has been pre-
viously  appoinied  for  consideration.,,,.....,.,,” The motion

Yo
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did not anticipate any matter. It was not previously appointed

for a discussion., In fact there was no anticipation.

(4) “The motion must not deal with a matter on which a reso-
lution could not be moved.” There cannot be any resolution be-
cause this incident has taken place orly the other day.

(5) “The motion shall not deal with any matter which is under
adjudication by a Court of Law having ‘jurisdiction in -any part of
India.” There is no adjudication on this also and therefore Sir, it
seems that these restrictions are not applicable to this motion.

(6) “The motion shall not raise a question of privilege” It does
not relate to any question of privilege. This matter is related to
the State Govt. The Minister might \say that this is not a matter
concerning the State Govt. I am not raising any constitutional
peint, I am only raising a point on the police lathi charge which
has taken place at Maligaon on the railway employees. And this is.
done by ilie Assam Govt. police and the maintenance of law and
order is the Assam Govt. subicct

This motion is free from all the restrictions and if the Govt. come
out and say that this is a ordinary law and order question then I
will say that this is not an ordinary question of law and order. 1 will
say that this kind of things should not be allowed to occur when
the new Govt. is formed under the leadership of Shri M.M. Chou-
fihl‘er. If such things are allowed to occur then I must say that
tt 1S not a demoaratic way of living rather it will lead to a violent
.revolt against ‘this kind of police atrocities. Therefore Sir, I want
immediately the Goyt. should come out with an order of Judicial

Engnir ir ' -
HUIrY 1o go into this occurrence. The police should not go against
the working cla

s3 and should not repeat su 1
Tersiey peat such things as they have

R ﬂij:hitl?jt 1;1 Tvialiga.011., So Sir, fi‘(.JlTl a.ll po?nts of view

and if the ;itmt"r 8 Itmcas.c B e

e ;r: 1?'11 cannot_ be tacl‘(led. properly then the{‘e may be

e Sm_iou?'d\:‘i.sﬂoﬂ. on this and the people of Assam will have to
ifficulties.

1 Wélsrf]tntosa.ﬂ?n Medhi : Sir, in Sprport .Of this Adjurnment motion
everythin add a few wc_)rds. Sbn Phani Bora has already spoken

2s about the police lathi charge which was taken place not
fnee but twice on that day, Jt was stated that when the officer cas




30 ADJOURNMENT MOTION : LATHI-CHARGE [ 16th November,
BY POLICE UPON RAILWAY EMPLOYEES AT MALIGAON

me out for lunch, the workers went to him to handover a memoran-
dum to him and just at that time the Police starfed lathi charge
without any order from the Magistrate. The people were severely
beaten and removed to hospital and even at the hospital some of
them were arrested. Even in the lock up people were mercilessly
beaten. When the Magistrate along with someother officers went
to the place from Gauhati they also beat the people mercilessly on
that spot and the seriously wounded them who are now lying in
the Maligaon hospital. T want to point out one thing that not only
the railway officers were beaten but also other people were taken in-
to the police custody. Students of Pandu were also arrested who
is not supposed” to "‘come fo that place., Students like B. Dobai,
S. Das, N. Chatterjee were taken from home and locked up. I
personally went to .the police and also telephones to the General
Manager, Railways and said that ‘T am the M.L.A. of this place T
want to consult with you”. He said “I have given my statement
Mr. Medhi and there is no use of coming to me” I cannot do
anything, I have already given my statement.””  The D.C. was abseit,
The Additional District Magistrate given a picture® that there was a
peaceful demonstration there. The Railway Officer could have come
to take memorandum. Had it been done there would not have been
any trouble. When the officer refused to take that memorandum
the police came intereferred. Tt is the duty of the Assam Govt.
to see that without the order of the magistrate the police should not
start lathi charge. When the people were taken to the Gauhati
Police Station they were beaten with iron rods and bamboo lathis.
Many of them are still taking first aid from the Maligaon hospital.
Unless the Govt. take some action it will be very bad.

Now Sir, afterwards the workers demanded a Judicial Enquiry.
The General Manager, Railways said that it is not his jurisdiction.
It is the jurisdiction of the Assam Govt. whether they should
institute an enquiry or not. Sir, so far the Judicial Inquiry is con-
cerned it is really the jurisdiction of the Assam Govt. and there-
fore it is a fit case and it fuliils all the conditions, and it is
free from all the restrictions imposed by the Rules of Procedure.
1 therefore, request the Chair to allow this Adjournment Motion.

*Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Before the Chief Minister
says, I would like to point out purely on question of law and ad-

Speech not corrected.
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missibility. That I could have information to the House 'with re-
gard to the facts and also T do not propose to say anything now,
that may come up only if you allow the motion to be moved and.
discussed. 1 had been to the place three days consecutively. Only
day before yesterday I have collected some facts. I am not going
to disclose anything at this adjournment motion. But there is a

question which involves the points of admissibility. Now it stands-
Sir, a motion under consideration. It is very unfair, it is a recent

~occurrance and it is also a public importance. The things are quite

apparent. Only point is that it might be adopted, whether this
matter is in the ordinary course of law and order. If it is in the
ordinary course of law and order, naturally it can be a subject
matter of an adjournment motion. But to the fact the background
has been given by Shri Barua and Shri Medhi just a question of
law and order. As yournote Sir, for every lathi charge or for any
use of force by police a Magistrate’s order. is necessary. There is a
case whether the police may use force including firing ‘even without
an order of a Magistrate. But circumstances and facts who can
decide whether facts or circumstances warranted or not. It is only
a court of enquiry. Now the Commission of Enquiry will add. It
may decide the issue Commission of Enquiry are very exactly needs
often times. It is only a shock absorber. There is some cases or
Some trustee. There is public agitation, and Commission of Enquiry
1s appointed with lakhs of rupees are to be spent. The other
day Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury says that he had
received an amount of Rs. -seventy two hundred from this Govern-
m(?llt. Aflér he ceased to be a Minister as a Lawyer on behalf of
this Go.vernment namely the Tezpur Firing. He said that after all-
. T s a1 o A% Whthr o Mintr il o
s e j?Iqmry COIHI’{]ISSIO]II 1s not published. It

: ot only Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury

gets' seventy two thousand rupees but his junior also got a huge
amount, .

himself

A quite bigger amount was spent on 26th January 1968 affairs at

Gauhati on an Enquiry Conimission. For that in Tezpur Firing also.
Now whether such an.enquiry was warranted which involved several
lakhs of rupees from the public ex-chequer. This House will decide
whether the facts ang circumstances compelled for such

is really hundred to give direction to the Government.
should be placed in {his House.

a commission

That report
Otherwise it is useless. How this
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House will take this decision that it is not a question, such on or-
dinary law and order matter. It is a question whether ¢xpenditure
of huge amount of public money will be warranted or not 9 Whe-
ther facts and circumstances really justify this particular State or
some - other particular States ? That only this House can say with-
out going to other matters. The other matters hinted by Shri Barua
and Shri Medhi and you should kindly consider and the Chief Minis-
ter should consider that this isnot a law and order matter. Whe-
ther there is the question of use of force by lathi charge, bleeding
etc. More than that after a man has taken into a custody used
third degree in police lock up. This is a question of law order. If
he yield and detained by the police, this is not a matter of law and
order. Therefore, this should be discussed first and it should be
shown whether there is actually reasons for further steps to the
matter  through an enquiry. Only point which I wanted to make

which may kindly be considered by the Chief Minister and also by
you at the time.

Shri Kamini Mohan Sarmah @ ‘nﬁ:ﬁ&r ST TEIAE, FACISATE
Memorandum 55ta  sstater w=at B ST =9 tailgs aie (<ot-
iz WFBIA G4 9bAw wuslahiwaa nial Galsm Fla TR
mifere wfasta few ofom s @13 o2 wsprEamTas FoIRE |
APl T ST A sl wnaw w6l At P, TR |
S T OIS W, wieENs o 99 SRS wilts oS
wife = | ERB1 % adjust Ffaeat |

Mr. Speaker * Hon’ble members should know that we arc concern-
ing with the admlsmbility of the motion.  Mr. Sharma kindly sit down.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I am simply going through
""""""""""""""" (voices). My leader rightly pointed out the
lathi -
% ilr(;halfgfl and other things. The general law and order cannot be
art o
melr)lt Mofi 1¢ adjournment motion or subject matter of the Adjourn-
0
on. Here MK, Cous clearly indicated something more.

Therefore t
here is g fit case to be taken into consideration, for
an  adjournment motion,

This is hel'C *ip
it has be
i I ery recent occu-
rrence is not id “A matter even of very

in the ord; urgent’ i an opportunity for its discussion will arise
in ; iy Y
Ay course of business within a reasonably short time.

4
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Though generally the policy and attitude of Government cannot
be considered to be a fit matter to be raised through an adjcurament
motion, occasions may arise when policy and attitude of the Govern-
ment may become a matter of public importance (e), e.g. the attitude
of the Government as disclosed by replies to a question relating to
a scuffiloux article in a newspaper regarding Mahatma Gandhi (f)
raids and arrests in several parts of India (g) ; decision of the
Government not to publish the report of the Indian Deputation to

Fiji (h) ; reported decision of the Government to drop the Second
Shipyard Project at Cochin (i).”

Shri Ataur Rahman : (Minister, Parliamentary Affairs) : Sir, I
am afraid T cannot subscribe to the Adjournment Motion. An
adjournment to be admissible must involve an occurrence of
grave emergency, and I do not think that the matter which has
been referred to in the Adjournment Motion has created that grave
emergency which would necessitate the postponement of the set
agenda of the business of the House, It is no doubt a specific matter
of urgent public importance, but I do not think that it is that much
urgent which necessitates the postponement of the business of the
House, and I also do not think that it is such important as will
necessitate the postponement of the business of the House. Sir, the
only thing which has been referred to b
excesses have been committed.
and illegal action has been
ment the Courts are open.
when there was an allegati
Department,

y several speakers is that
But if excess has been committed
perpetrated by any officer of the Depart-
In such a case the House of Parliament
on of illegal action on the part of the
an  Adjournment Motion was disallowed because . the
Speaker referred to the Courts where the matter might come for

adiudication. maxim _that citizens have every

ventilate their grievances by representation,

2 ‘ But there is a limit to these demonstrations and
if- any excess ig committed the authorities have duties to
Therefore, the subject matte

appears to be so wide,
tration of the law.

It is a well-known
right to demonstrate and

by demonstration,

perform.
r of the Adjournment Motion to me

It is merely a question of ordinary adminis-

_ Shri Phani Bora : The simple assertion of the Minister of Par-
liamentary A ffairs that this is an ordinary matter of law and order
will not hold water. Moreover he is indulging in some sort of
insinuation to the demonstrators. He has stated that if the demon-

Strators committed excesses the authority had the right to take ac-
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_tion. He is defending the authority. He is defending the inhuman
activities of the Police. If he wanfts to defend the authority lct us
sit down and discuss when he will have the chance ‘to defend the
authority.

Shri Ataur Rahman : Sir, while speaking about the adminssibi-
lity of the Motion several speakers have already gone into the de-
tails ; but the details of the whole occurrence are not with me. If
the details become handy by today, I think the Chief Minister might
be in a position to make a statement about the occurrence. In view
of this I submit that the Adjournment Motion may be disallowed.

*Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : (Chief Minister) : One thing
Sir, in this connection I may submit. Last night the President of
the Railway employees Union met me and he had delivered to me
a memorandum giving the details of the incident and also suggesting
some action: from the side of the” Government. That is being exa-
mined. If we find it necessary then an inquiry will be instituted and
all the facts will be brought to light, but at this stage when the
matter is being examined by the Government no Adjournment Motion
1 think, is admissible. Again, Sir, our report is that the 'Police
resorted to lathi charge on self-defence. That is another point to
consider. My friend Shri Bhattacharjee has argued, and argued

_ rightly, that because Police had taken certain action which ordinarily
require the permission of a Magistrate because of some urgent reason
then, that cannot be questioned. Therefore, on this count I feel
that if you permit me I can make a statement giving the full facts
tomorrow, and after that if a discussion is to take place I can
discuss with your permission.

*Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : The statement to be made by
the Chief Minister is a different question. Our question is that the
sitnation that has been created by the action of the police is such
that warrants a full discussion. The Chief Minister has stated that
the Police had done it in self-defence. Thisis pre-judging the whole
thing which may be projudicial if an inquiry is held.

Sir, we would have been glad if the Hon'ble Chief Minister would
come forward with the statement today, because he had been at
Gauhati and he is in the know of facts and figures which ought
to have been placed in the House. Sir, the situation that has arisen

“Speech  not  corrected
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there is a very serious situation. Sir, T am not conyinced with what -
{he new Minister for Parliamentary Affairs has said. Only by quot-
ing one thing he wanted to drag the matter some where else. Sir,.
we are discussing about the admissibility or otherwise of this Adjourn-
ment Motion. He said something which cannot be taken into con-
sideration : he ought to have come with some arguments. He is
a first class lawyer ; but he said that this is not a.matter of great
public  importance. j %

(Shri Dulal Chandra Barua quoted from Parliamentary Practice) -
“No hard and first rule can be laid down to what constitutes pub-
lic importance. The question of pub]icimimriancc is decided on the
merit of each indiovidual case”. So, Sir, about the importance of the
thing, it is upfo you to decide as there is no definition about the
importance of the thing and T think you will be kind enough to allow
us to discuss this through an aljournment motion.

Shri Sailen Medh\i . Sir, T want to support the contention of
my friend, Shri Barua. About the incidents and the situation that
have arisen out of that situation, the Hon’ble Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs has said that the situation is not like that which nece-
ssitates action and that the adjournment motion is to be disallowed.
Sir. so far as/the situationis concerned, I must say that after the
arrests of the students  and the teachers of Pandu, a situation has
flared up in that area and the people have become panicky and they
are not’ coming out in the evening and the police are still arresting
people indiscrimanately. So, Sir, an abnormal situation has been
created there. Not only the Railways Employees who went there
to see the Railway-officers were refused to hand over their memoran-
dum, the General Manager' had the gutsto refuse the local M.L.A.
who wanted to see him. I also personally telephoned to him and
he said it was no use meeting them as he had already made a. state-
E-ll::tmi.t :5[15, is_ an insult not only to the M.L.A. and myself alone

s an insult to all the Members of this House and this is
as insult to the whole State of Assam. So it is a matter of a very
grave nature. Any moment there may be a strike and the situation
may turn worse. So it is a matter of public Importance and is a
fit case for discussion through adjournment motion. :

*Shri Phani Bora § I« WORINA, OINiq 35 #gals awais fst

Speech  not | corrected ;
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-Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chxef Mxmster) ﬁrﬁw s
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Mr. Speaker s T have heard both sides. There was almost a
full fledged discussion which +as focussed the matenal points “and draw
the attention of the Govt. We had dealt some such mattérs

“1n the past. Ordinarily strike, lathi- charge, ﬁrmg cannot form the
_ subject-matter of an adjournment mdtion. . There is one of such
- instances. Moreover, the Chief Minister has assured that he is ‘tak-

ing up - the matter .and he wﬂl also see" that the gmevances of the
party - concerned ' are removed Moreover , .he has saxd that he w1ll'

) make a statement tomorrow. ]n visw of thts T do not thmk there

is any necessity -for ‘adjourning - the business Qf the House for dis-
cues_:on of the matter. Therefore, I have dlsallowed the monon

& E -

Calling: Attentlon to a ‘matter of urgent Publxc Importance—NagaA -

Host;les open camp near Boka;an

- - Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, unde,r Rule 54 of the Rules' _
_of” procedure and Conduct of Business’in Assam Legislative Assembly
to the news item appearmg in Assam Trnbune dated the 28th Octo- -

ber, 1970 undei the- caption “Naga Hostiles - ‘open camp near Boka-

Lcianyr o .
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jan”. Slr, this "is a- very serious matter. Thxs has created a panic
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T in that- entxre region .of Golaghat and Jorhat Sub-divisions: ThJS is.
~the first of its kind' that. the Naga Hostiles_ bsing trained “up. from
China- has “returned and opened camp in-that particular aréa. There- ‘ ‘
.+ fore, this has threatened the integrity and solidarity of the State._
- Tt needs prompt .action on the ‘part of -the. Govt. .Sir, I want to-
know through ‘this ,Callmg Attention Motion from the. hon.. Chief ~
Minister that what action has beén taken by the Govt. to unearth’
that partle‘ular camp , Those persons there in that particular camp
was arrested What actxon so far been -taken in this regard by the
Govt ? Whether this matter’ has so far been: taken up wrth the
"Govt.. of Nagaland. I have been told that\ ‘those peopIe are being -
encouraged the Naga people to make more encrodchment into our
State. The people of that area are gettmg support from the Naga
" Hostiles who are camping there. 1 want fo know from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister what action Govt. has .so far ‘been taken in this
“regard and if not why drastic actioft has not been taken to TEMOVe

the- antr-socnal elements from the soxl of Assam.. . L

*Shn Mahendra - Mohan Choudhury (ChJef /Mmrster) w Snr, the o
Callmg Attention Notice of Shri Dulal Chandra -Barua, M.LA:  ~ .
refers to a news item published in the - Assami Tribyne on 28.10. 70.
under the captlon “Naga Hostlles open C_amp Near Bokajan™.

On October 18, evemng, an mformatlon was recenved in advance
Hgq. of Assam Police that about 50 Naga Hostiles armed with auto-
‘matic rifles were seen m51de jungle in Bokajan ferry crossing. The'
S.P. Sibsagar and. Commandant 2nd Assam Police Bn. Dergaon,
visited the area and ascertamed that the mformatwn was correct.
L ’ : . v

Dunng enqulry, some 1mprovrsed defence for - laying an ambush '

. was” also found. - Further enquiry also revealed that, a ‘group of hos-
tile Nagas was camping near about Phogoto, Seheto and Hevxshl . N
Naga villages in_ Desoi Reserve Forest ‘in Sibsagar DlStl‘lCt The . ] '
inténtion of those hostiles was reportedly to protect the Naga encro- BE
achers in Disoi and R'engma Reserve Forests agamst evrctron by -’ :

Assam Forest Department.. = - . PRy

€ - . ‘_,"4
( Necessary secunty measures were taken by ‘our Assam Polnce a LT
Bn, authoritres to .prevent any untoward incident. , :

“Latest report teceived from- S.P. besagar, mdxc;ated that the

"“‘]”'.' I o monevoms ° o X .2

*§gee9h ‘not §0rrected o S B
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host:le Nagas who. were reportedly campmg m the above place have

smce left for unknown destination.
” (<]

‘Shri Dulal Chand‘ra' Barua ¢ As has been stated by the hon®
. Chief Minister that some of the hostnle,Nagas ‘are camping -in those
Phogotl, Seheto and Hevishi and also’ in the forest reserves” which
are within the State of Assam and our policemen are there and

security measures have . been tightened up., If the security - measures - A
" were lightened up how the -hostile Nagas could come and stay in

those vxllages

Shri Mahendra  Mohan Choudhury Sir, as the House : - knows
that area ‘where those occurrences are taking place are dlﬂicult areas’
and it is very difficult to ‘watch one and every person penetrating
into dense forests and ,coming ‘to our. temtory 50" Nagas Hostiles
are reportedly come “stealthily” and they could not be detected in
_time. But as’ soon’ as the information was recelved and pohce ‘took
actlon and they have been scared away. '

-

s

Shri Sallen Medhl ) Sll‘, I want a clanﬁcatlon f‘rom the hon

Chief Mlmster So far ‘as this dreais concerned .there ‘was an inci- -

dent that~Naga . people trespassed into our land. Some police - offi-
. cers, forest: oﬁicers and revenue officers, tried to ‘evict . somé - of - the
~Nagas - who were settled there -and they- actually evicted those. péople
“and’after - that Naga: Govt.. “filed -a case lancl warrants -were issued. -
against those officér's who' acted accordmg to the- advice -and orders -

of the.- superiors..- Unless the border "issue . is decided our oﬂicers' 2

cannot go and say that. 1 -have not _done anythmg ‘against your~

--territory; it was our-own temtory Ifthat issue is not- decided the -
.. fate of ‘these officers ‘will .be in doubt because they are already dec- - -

lared as absconders. Unless Govt. take some decision with thé Cen--

- tral Govt. our’ officers will be in. difficulty and Assam Govi; a:lso
W1ll be in dlfﬁculty in’ this. respect P :

*Shrl Mahendra Mohan Chouﬂhury ’I‘hls ‘1s the point that hds

. been agitating our mind- all these years'since the creation of - Naga- -
land Govt. It seéms they are not - agreeing for an amlcable settle-
‘ment. . Therefore, Snr, we are even repeatedly requesting the Govt.
of India to mtervene in this-matter. and finally set at rest the boun-
. dary question. . Su;, very fecently we have got an assurance from 1he

_Govt. of India’ that ‘they are going’ to do it very soon. Sn', any"v

’ *Speech not corrected
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officer who are acting on the instructions of the Govt. of Assam
to do certain things, if they are called upon by the Naga Land Goyvt.
to appear before their Court they are not prepare to ‘accept their
suggestion.

#Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir if any officer is called upon by
the Nagaland Govt. to appear before the Court and-if they go there
then T have been told by some of the officers since we allow thesé
officers to go and appear before the court then we recognise their
- dispute and in this way our Govt. will be in legal difficulty. I am
very happy that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has said that the instruc-
tions have been issued asking the officers not to appear before the
court in Nagaland and we should stick to that stand.

Presentation of the Report of Rules Committee.

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 3

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya (Member, Rules CommitteF) ST,
as directed, I beg to present a Report of the Rules Committee.

Motion for Extention of time for submission of the Report
of the Rules Committec.

Mr. Speaker : Item No. _4.'

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya (Member, Rules Committee) :
Sir. T beg to move that this Assembly agrees to the extension of
time for submission of further Reports of the Rules Committee till
31st March, 1971.

+ (The motion was adopted)

Filling up casual Vacancies in the Employment Review Committee.

Shri ‘Biswadev Sarma (Minister, Industries) : Sir, [ beg to move
that this Assembly authorises the hon. Speaker, Assam Legislative

*Speech not corrected.
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Assembly to fill' up casual vacancles in the Employment Review
Committee which may occur fr\om time to time. . -

-

.

(The motion was ‘adopteél).

Discussion on the Statement by the Chief Mmlster relatlng to the .

declaration of statehood to Meghalaya.

Mr. Speaker : Now, we_have got' hardly 2 hours time forvthis .
" stem and half an hour will be required for Bills. At 3.30 PM

we shall try to finish the debate and half an hour tnme wxll be gwen
to the Minister for reply

Slm Sailen Medhi : Sll’, I beg to move that’ the House do now
take inte consideration the statement made by the Chief Minister

on declaration made by the Prime Minister on 10th November in

Parliament for granting full statehood to Meghalaya.

. Sir, -we have “already dnscussed in this House tlm;a declaratuon

made by the Prime Minister on the 10th of this month. The Govérn- ‘

ment of Indla, in principle, have’ decided to grant full-ﬂedged State-
hood: to the people of Meghalaya, and we also welcome this decision
which is not a new thing. Instead iof grannng full-ﬂedged Sfatehood

‘there 'was .a gentleman’s agreement and we all agreed to give it

a .fair «trial, and that agreement _ was’ for a Sub-State within the
State of Assam That was a new expenment and if that new

experiment could have been given a fair trial then probably. we

~ could have ‘been able. to solve the problem of . dlﬂ’erent nat:onahty—'

question in this eastern reglon -But -unfortunately the people of

Meghalaya thought it ‘proper no* té give the Sub-Statehood™ a fair -

trial, and \they demanded full-Statehood We also support - their

‘ legltlmate demand which they have put forward within a short pe-
“-riod of their achievement:  of Sub- Statehood inside ~Assam.

Su', I am at one with Shri Phani’ Bora ‘when he said that

the Meghalaya question is to be decided by its.own merits. Sir,

I do not think that after the creation of Meghalaya into a full- -

‘ﬂedged State we will have to consider the demand for Kamatapur,
- . Tai Mongohan, Mozoram or even autonomy for Cachar. These

e
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demands are to be considered on,their own merits and perspectivess, -
So, Meghalaya demand has got nothing to do with the demands puty
forward by other regions. As you know, Sir, during the British

period the people of this region did not get any opportunity for

development _of this region. But after the independence we have seen

a2 new intelligentia, a new middle class, a new peasantry and a

new labour force came up in this region and their claim for sons

of the soil became the strongest political urge in this region. This

political urge has brought about a tendency of separation among:
ourselves and from that tendency came hatredness amongst different,
races. This conflict' of thinking has arisen not because of any decay-

ing buf because of healthy growth, and if we could have nourished

this healthy growth, we could have solved this problem of regional.
tendency. We have seen in our country that the confiict of feeling

is due to growth and not due to decay. A new development from

bottom has come up which has created this problem because of

peculiar circumstances in this region. We have scen that our growth

has been retarded and because of that we are suffering from the

very beginning. If we could have made real development thrn we

could have solved our problem and we could have invited people

from other parts of the country and Meghalaya also could have

invited people from all over Assam as also from outside. Sir, this

backward region suffers terribly due to lack of productive forces

and the outlook of the people has also become biased. Unless this

fundamental problem of production is solved, this problem of sepa-

catist tendency will remain. As you know, Sir, this region is the

richest region in the country and if has immense potentials. If- we

could have utilised these resources, we could have found a common

ground and a new integrated personality would have emerged in

shis area. Now, the people of Assam have become frustrated but

they should not feel frustrated due to the creationr of Meghalaya

or for the demand for separation from other regions. The other

parts cannot go out of Assam because without Assam they will

not be able to mobilise the natural resources. If Assam remains

confined in the plain areas only then also the hillsand other arcas

must keep contact with Assam and Assam will be the link.

Sir, if our hill brothers are satisfied that they will get indepen-
dence, they will get full independence after creation of Meghalaya
State we do not oppose it. But though they will get their indepen-
dence that is a fulfledged State, they cannot go forward without the
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help of -the neighbours. Therefore;" if the aspiration of the hill
people is satisfied with thé creation” 6f new State we must support
their aspiration. Nobody is opposing the formation of the new
State Meghalaya. The question arose when. the other day declared
that the Prime Minister’s declaration on the 10th November, 1970
in Parliament was without consultation with Assam Government
and for that a commotion has been created in the State. Sir, for=
merly the Chief Minister while giving the Statement about the policy
of his Government told us that a trial would be given to ihe work-
ing of the Sub-State Meghalaya but before that experimental stage
is over we have found that the Prime Minister has come up with
her declaration granting full statehood to Meghalaya. When we asked
our Chief Minister whether the Govt. of Assam was consulted and
whether he was taken into confidence before giving this declaration by
the Prime Minister our Chief Minister said that the Assam Govern-
ment was not consulted and that he was not consulted. A But after
that we have seen in the paper that the Prime* Minister took excep-
tion to this and said that it was all baseless. She said tnat the
Government of Assam and Shri Choudhury while he was acting
as Chief Minister during the illness of Shri B.P. Chaliha, was also
consulted. She further said that she consulted Shri Chaudhury
after he became the Chief Minister and at‘er that consultation they
have taken this decision. The people of Assam are very much con-
cerned on this point whether Government of Assam is rcally in the
know of the thing and whether the Government of Assam was taken
into confidence or not. It is not because that we do not want
the creation of Meghalaya as a State but we are concerned about
the procedural matter. We want to discuss here the procedure ado-
pted by the Government of India in their declaration granting Megha-
laya a full Statehood. Therefore, T want a clarification from the
Chief Minister whether he was and the Government of Assam was
consulted before the declaration was made by the Prime Minister
grauting full Statehood to Meghalaya.

Adjournment

The House adjourned for lunch til] 2 p.m.
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(The House reassembled .after lunch at 2.05 P.M.
with Mr. Speaker in the Chair).

Message of sympathy to the cyclone-hit people of East Pakistan.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) : With your
permission, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to make a reference. A very
sad thing has occurred on last Friday in some parts of Pakistan
because of a devastating cyclonic storm. As the report appears, Sir,
about 3 lakhs of people have perished in that catastrophe. With
your permission, Sir, the House may agree to convey a message of
sympathy to the members of the unfortunate families.

(Voice from the Opposition :—We fully agree)

Mr. Speaker : The House fully agrees. A message will be sent.

#*Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, while moving
this motion from this side of the House. on the statement made
by the Prime Minister on the 10th of November, 1970 in the Parlia-
ment in connection with granting the full statehood for Meghalaya
I want to make certain observations. Sir, in this connection I would
like to refer to the statement which has been made by our Hon’ble
Chief Minister on the 9th the policy statement. In the policy state-
ment also he did not indicate anything about such kinds of discussion
that was held between the Government of Assam and the Govt.

of India.

(Mr. Speaker vacated the Chair and Mr. Dy. Speaker
occupied it) '

Later on, Sir, on the eve of the Adjournment Motion which

was moved from thi :
given a statement on this particular issue and this appears to be

self-contradictory. In view of this we have brought this discussion
here in this House to know the detailed discussion, if anyhad
between the Government of Assam and the Government of India
in rtespect of granting of full statehood to Meghalaya. Now, Sir,

#Speech not corrected.

is side of the House, the Chicf Minister had |
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it is avery said commentary on the part of the Govt. of India to
take such kind of decision in a very haphazard way. Sir, we have
already been divided -into many parts and we expected and hoped
that the entire area of north -eastern region would remain bound into
one State and through which we would see the light of develop-
ment. Whatever it  may be, the Government of India by taking
advantage of the weak leadership of this Government has divided
almost all the parts of the north eastern region by creating Nagaland,
by creating Manipur by creating Tripura and last of all by creating
this Meghalaya  When we say so sir we should not be misunder-
stood that we are speaking again the creatinon of the State. Our
point is, the policy or the convention which is generally followed by
the Governiment for the “last 23 or 24 years after independence has
not been' followed in' respect of Meghalaya. Sir, the Hon’ble Chief
Minister has said that there was casual discussion between the
Government of Assam and the Government of India in respect of
granting of statechood  to 'Meghalaya. If it is so. then there was
consultation and on the basis of that consultation the Govt. of
India, it appears, has taken such a decision. Very recently, Sir. when
the Union Home Minister (State), Shri K.C. Pant visited  this State,
we had the .privilege of ‘meeting him and discussing this matter with
him: Tn that discussion we had said that the present arrangement
which was made as a consequence of the 23rd amendment of the
Co_nsritution of India, it will not be workable-sooner or later we will
have to part with this part of the State. But it should not be donc
in a manner which would create bitterness or ill feeling but it should
be done in a good atmosphere. We had also pleaded with him to,
place funds with the Govt. of Assam so that a new capitalship
could be built. Sir, if you go through the memorandum which was

submitted to the Prime Minister in the month of Octovber you will

see that there was clear indication about the amount of money that

is necessary and also the way in which it is to be built. There is
no question of disagreement to concede full statchcod to Meghalaya.
Now, we have to see the problem in the proper perspective. We
have been hearing that the State is confronted with many problemt
I say, a country cannot exist without problem. Human beings can-
not be complete without problems. We are to face these problems
and try to solve them so that there can be a prosperous St:te and
there can be economic prosperity and upliftment to this backward

region. Therefore, Sir, in stead of creating more ill feelings. 1 want
to know from the Chief Minister the actual state of affairs because
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from the prestige point of veiw and also from the conventional
point of view it was the duty of the Government of India to con-
sult with the Govt. of Assam before a final decision was taken.
If our Chief Minister, while he was acting Chief Minister when Shri
Chaliha fell sick, had a discussion with his colleagues in this regard
and conveyed the decision to the Government then it is alright. But if
it is not so, then we must tell the Government of India that it is wrong
on their part to consider Assam as a political experimental station.
They are not going to do .good to the people of . the eastern
region, nay the people of the whole counfry. If to-day some deci-
sion is taken, tomorrow some other decision is taken and day
after tomorrow yet another by ignoring the very existence of the
Government of Assam., the leadership in the State and the people
of the State, that can never be tolerated. Whatever that may be,
once the decision has been taken we can only hope that its out-
come will be good. Therefore, as my leader said the other day,
Meghalaya may be made a full-fledged State, there may be separation
of the boundary, but there cannot be a separation of heart. The
Meghalaya people cannot go away her from here and stay some-
where else. the people in the valley and in Cachar can never go
away leaving this State behind, we have to stay together. Therefore,
we must create an atmosphere in which . we may. survive and  survive
with prosperity and proper development. Sir, I am not one of those
who say that this question of creation of a full-fledged State of
Meghalaya should be considered on its merits only. My submission
is that there should be an integrated approach for the whole area.
Tt is nota question of betterment of a particular area, we must take
into consderation the betterment of the whole region. Therefore, T
hope the Government of Assam should do everything to bring about
a homogenous spirit, a homogenous atmosphere throughout the en-
tire region so that all the peoples can develop fully and properly.

Now, Sir, we have to face a few administrative and political
problems. It is no use begging sympathy from the Government ?f
India. Nagaland had been created by the Government of India
and it is their duty to build up their own baby, but 'not at the
cost of other people. Similarly, in relation tol the _crf;atlon of the
full-fledged State of Meghalaya, the Prime Minister in her statement
said the question of providing financial assistance to the Gover.nment
of Assam to build a new capital will be sympathetically considered.

-

S,

“Gir, it is not a question of the Government of Assam going with

A
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a, beggar’s bowl to the Government of India. It is the bounden
duty of the Government of India to give us full financial assistance: .
for- building up a new capital immediately. Therefore, T urge upon -
the Government of Assam to press on the Government of India
to allot sufficient funds for construction of a new capital. Sir, the
demand for the shifting of Assam's capital from Shillong has arisen
trom the action of the Government of India itself. It is an adminis-
trative problem created by ithem by creating Meghalaya and also by
the decision to make it a full-fledged Stafe. Therefore, thev must
consider this problem as their own problem and provide without
further delay the financial assistance necessary -~ for building up a
new capital -for Assam. T am not one of those who plead tor some- °
thing like Chandigarh. - T think for the sake of administrative efficiency
administrative convenience, for the sake of security and otherreasons
and also to maintain the integrity of the State, Assam’s capital has
to be shifted immedijately. T am also not with those who say that
the capital should be shifted to North Gauhati, or Gauhati or Jagi-
road or somewhere else. I want the new . capital to be built at a-
place which will effectively serve all the areas and which will create
a better atmosphere and . better understanding among the people of
Assam from Baxirhat to Sadiya and from North Lakhimpur to Mizo
Hills. Tt is with this broad outlook that the capital should be built
and we should urge upon the Government of India to concede the
demand of our people immediately in this respect. I have been told
that a Committee was constituted to examine this matter. I do not
know whether that Committee is in existence. But I hope ‘an expert
committee will be constituted in which there should be some of the
members of this House to g0 into this matter and find out a suitable

place for building our new capital. There should not be any further
delay in this regard.

Sir, as a humble social worker, 1 feel that all these things have
cropped up becglusc of the inefficiency and incompetence and lack
of foresight on the part of our Government. Sir, if you analyse all
the developments, both political and administrative, in their proper
perspective, vou will find the Jack of forcsight on the part of the
Government  in placing things before the Government of India.
»All the time wour Ministers have gone like beggars to Mre. Indira
Gandhi or to Mr. Dinesh Singh with folded hands imploring “Madam,
give us thing, give us that thing.” Why ? We are not

beggars.
We do not want anything more than

what 1s legitimately
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due to us by the Constitution. We demand that we should be at
per with other States in respect of development. I do not know,
Sir, why the Government of Assam fail everytime to make out their
case for placing before the Government of India. In respect of
industrial . development; in respect of other administrative matters,
in . respect  of- political issues, the Government of' India have taken
up- a.curious attitude towards us. If these things continue, a.time
will: come when the anti-national forces will come into'play and do
great harm to the State in -general.

Then, Sir, I come to another important matter, which has also
political overtones. The Government of India are contemplating to
set-up an Eastern Regional Council. The statements that have been
given from time to time by the Government of India, including
the Prime Minister, have created apprehension in the minds of
the people. The' apprehension is what will bé the status of’ the
State of Assam.  Will it be at part with' the status of Mianipur, Tri-
pura, Nagaland or the newly-created’ Meghaldya. That' has to be
very carefully looked into. If ‘the Government 'of India are making
a plan tor make all the States as Sub-States under the Eastern Coun-
cil;: that* W1ll be doing injustice to the Qovernment ' and the' pecple
of Assam. Therefore, the entire matter should be very carefully con-
sedered and ‘a thorough study made of the proposal. Here - we have.
a very delicate political problem to decide. Therefore;- I ‘urge “upon’
‘the Government to constitute: a' Committee from the Mcmbers
of this House who are some sort of' legal or constitutional
-experts or if necessary, such’ kind of experts may be brought
from outside, to  study the constitution of the Northeastern
Regional Council with' reference to peculiar situation of Assam. ~And

the Committee will give its comments to the Govt. of Assam for
submission to the Govt. of India.

Sir, I hope, Govt. of Assam under the leadership of the new
Chief - Minister will lead this® State to the: prosperity and not to
‘the darkness. Let us take an oath in the name of God that we
will not allow: Govt. of India to behave like this or to disregard
the Constitution every now and then by ignoring the provision of
the Constitution while dealing with the political problent® of the State.
We must tell the Govt. of * India that we arc here to lead our
people, we are here to lead our people to prosperity, we are hcr_c
to create unity in diversity and they should not make further poli-
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tical' -experiment in Assam just to keep their “Guddr”. “With. these

obserfvat'ions Sll', I. conclude my * spéech.

% Shiri Phani qua Mr Deputy Speaker, sir; 1 welcome the

dbclsyon of .the’ Government of Indta for granting full statehood to

the area which was called hither to Meghalaya as a Sub-State within-
the _state. of Assam., We ageepted ‘the formula of a sub-State not

. as a permanent solunon to the problcm but only as a. tna] Whilev

dlscussmg the Constrtutlon Amendment Bill put forward here by our
ex. Chief. Minister, Shr|~B P.. Chahha ne;ther I say this is going

- to be a real decision nar do I say there js an alternative just at
the moment.: In that dnscussron also I say it leads to fuither dls-'

integration, and. I thmk that wi]l be because of the inherent causes
which: are. there. today. . I am-:-sure,. under the. rule of the Congress
the poss:br.hty .of further disintegration is more . and, ‘the possibility
of further- integration, is-less. ~This is what I said whiic suppo:ting

_the MOthl’l and it has come to true too early As a matter of fact,

everybody realised as soon as this arrangement was put ifito opera-
tion, everybody came, to the conclusion mcludmg the leadershnp of

the Govt. of Assam that this is not going to work at_ail. In’ this '

connection,. my frjend,. Shri Gaunsankar Bhattacharice whrle partz-
cmatmg An, the cl.e.bate on. No-c0nﬁ,dence Motion very correctly men-_
tioned jone. or, two, examples and, “thase -examples arc. . sufficient to
prove that the arrangement whxch we thought that would ‘be worka-
able and as, a result of the workmg of that. arrangement certain '~

forces of' mtegratxon w;ll deve]op— it will, not ; it is mnot. ‘Therefore,

. NOW. that thls pmposal rather thls announcement ‘on the ‘part of the

Govt. of Im;ga that; ',on prmcrple the Megbalaya State should be
a- fulﬂedged- State, is welcome ‘without any hesitation. and w1thout

Cany its and :buts. . But let us take it as that and by takmg it 'as

that, we .,should cop,eentrate on certain other problems the problem

- of Shlftmg of the .capital, the problem of ' the boundary between
-Meghalaya and the state 01 Assam and accordmg o né n& other
-thing is lntegral part of this pl:oposal except_these two things and

certain other - ad}mmstratrve matters for. ‘example; lrke ‘the 'questxon

~ of hydel- pTOJQOtS and other projects.: These aré the . matters. whloh

are connected with the proposal of creation of fulﬂedged state of
Meghalaya Now, Sll‘, I want that along wnth bringing about the
fulfledged’ state of Meghalaya ‘the questron of' a separate ‘capital

. and the questlon of the boundary must be settled at a stroke. One

*Speech not cornected
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. thing first and other thing second-this will be disastrous. Therefore,
what T want our leadership to concentrate is.to amicably. come to
conclusion, amicably come to settlement so that we may be separated
" a5 two Brothers buf after separation we will not’quatrel with each
other as it has becomea daily problem wnth Assam and NAGALAND
This is. the first thing that T want to say. " Next, er' the questlon
is. ralsed whether it is inevitable or not.e As T sald in’ the beginning

it is inevitable not because of certain’ meﬂiclency ‘or” certain 'draw-"

back on the part of the Govt of Assam but it'is inevitable and in-
A herent -in the very development After 1947 if soclali‘sin could have-
been developed mstead of capitalism then it would have been possi-
ble for the two brothers to live under the sarhe roof. - Sir, it" was

_the “jolicy of " the Govt. the Govt. 'Ted by the Congress ‘to ‘develop

certain amount  of capitalism in the' hill areas” There was no. fue- -

dalisni ; the land belong to the whole people ‘In Garo Hills, in
MlZO ‘Hills. .in Khasi Hills what happened ? Durmg th' Congress

rule, through “Thikadari’, through contracts, thirough- llcence .certain

péople were made no caprtahst in the scientific sense'of the terms
but in- the terms of bourgeois was allowed to- be developed

HTRN I oL I

If mstead of from tribalism to soclallsm the' lﬂll economy would"

have developed then entirely new- thmg would have taken place.

That is why 1 said somethmg whén 1 was the member of the Ashoka 7
Mehta Committee. Iy honourable friend given pressure on ‘e and’

said ‘You also agree. otherv(nse there ‘will' be no unammlty I then
s1gned it but I added a seitence as a note “of" dissent.” Why did
T'.do, that ? Because I couid: understand ‘whit is the logical conclu-

sion.
ano H:lls “will have to be given autonomdus statéhood. Problem

of Cachar is also’ there Whatever we may speak about ‘intcgration
* that will not solve the Cachar problem The Cachar problem will

have to be seitled on its own merit.” No patch up work’ will - do.
The situation will ‘have to be observed from the point' of view- of
y and then take a- dec:sxon That is- why Sir, I’ expectcd that

- India, it should have come from the Assam’ Government T feel it

should have been proposed by our Govt. The Govt, of India niight
have d:scussed or might not have dnscusseed with Govt. of Assdm. .

It seems that they dtscussed with. Government of Assam. Shri K.C
Pant, State Minister for Home aﬁ"atrs also discussed it" with: Govt

: of Assam; but I dtd not give much 1mportance to that. But why

Now Sir, we.must be. prepared for Mizo ' Hills “also. The
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I am: . afraid*? I am afraid why the hon: Chief anter should
-raise a controversv between -himselr- arid leaders in Delhi. So far as
this decision is concerned the Govt. in Delhi . perhaps: thought ‘it
that . this is the only solution. ' My. question is why we could .not
take- that decision ? * Why we’ can't give it1? It is not a .question

" of somebody from somewhere. If the patient is seriously-ill and if

a local doctor fail then we will have to bring 4 -doctor from Patna
or  somewhere else, ‘or- we will have to bring a Kabiraj like Mr.
Sarmah  from - Cdlcutta. I ‘do' not:find any ‘wrong is there in it:
There was a resistence at one time nobody can .deny it. There was ..
agltatlon on the minds of the hill people "They" wanted pbhtlcal
right, “econgmic right. and then there’ came the "question ° of scottish
pattern, the~ Néhru Plan. ‘-He announced that it is a trial. Then
what ‘was- the reaction -2 " Please brmg the newspaper of those days. .
Fvery person could have . accepted the Sub-state but. everybody'
opposed it. Why 7' Beacause .we do not want to share the” wealth

~ with our younger brothers. And fof that trouble’ the elder brothers

are responsible. If the elder brothér misbehave with the' younger
brother then why the younger brother should not revolt ? When the -
Scottish Pattern questlon came there was resnstcnce ‘We' wanted ‘that . -
the status-quo shmwi be mam,tamed i.e. only. the Sixth’ Schedule’»v
should “be” ‘there. e sdid’ that Sixth- Schedulé - is ‘enough. Then:

© ' came’ the ‘Nehru Plait, then: ‘the- Pataskar Commission:- - We~did - fipt- '

agree to any. What is the. reaction :2- Please. read the:news papers

of those days. I have- not _ collected the Vnews papers of., ‘that time.

The .reéaction’ of- the: Assam Jeaders- weré:: gwen but the hill leaders
were!. wamng tQ .see: how: the: reaction ofwthe valley, goes.- They do -
net gwe reaction.- s0. often. _.When the Assam .Govt. _ given- there
reaction. " the. Hill leaders rejected 1t Why 1 am saymg 1t ‘Be-

: cause. even at. every stage we dld not want to give what is due to
' them, and as a result’ of tha't there ‘was a- f‘eel'mg ‘that -tHe "plains’

people wants to dommate over” us. We:must o through ’Che hlstary..-

:It“ anybody -is to be condemned then we are “to’ bé conﬁemned -
. We do not ‘want to give anything' but--when- they-revolt. we agree to.

give: 2 little—then they want alittle- more we do -not want te: give
that—-but'afterwards we. ‘agree. 1o that This is how the - things- /are
gomg on. Thls is not ‘the . way to deal’ w:th a case. We “should
not indulge . in' all “sorts’ of "things. ‘I urge upon the Govt. to

‘agree to somethmg mstead ‘of raising extreneous’ matter .here ‘and. try’

to implement. on the basis of clear cut ‘division ‘without keeping any .

" kind of confusnon between - the brothés. The brothers of Meghataya

[
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and Assam shouldlive tapether as -algoads neighbour w;thout=~anyn it
feeling or wirest - with regard to boundary- and- other - things. If:
it is. done: I: 'am- sire- thdt a iday will come when the two. seperate
states  neithély the. State of Assamiand the State of Meghalaya wilk
hwve Iike two' brothers, like family members. I' want the people . of
thie: Hills:and.the:-people: of the plains should: co-operate so_that. both.
of themh can ‘presper. In that case ‘there- till ‘be brotherly. feeling
betwcen the- two brothers.. Such: living' will be- possible .enly through.
eiqu'a’l‘ity,' on the basis ef completemnderstnndmgr between, us, -
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Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir.” the other day
I was saying that NEFA constitutionally was a part of Assam ;
Nagahills district was with us and Khasi & Jaintia Hills and Garo
Hills were with us. But unfortunately NEFA has been alienated and
made hostile towards us by machinations from elsewhere ; Nagaland
has been made a full-fledged State and now united Khasi & Jain-
tia Hills and Garo Hills became K Meghalaya and now have attained
full status. While elaborating this point [ was cut out. Now, I
would very much welcome this Meghalaya having the status of a
full-fledged State, and we want all our neighbours including Meghala-
va to prosper and flourish because our neighbours’ prosperity helps
us in various ways and we desire it. My precedessors Shri Bora and
Jonab Samsul Huda wanted to throw the entire blame for all these
alienations on the leaders of the Congiess Party in Assam specially,
and on the people of Assam generally. I would earnestly riquest
them to study the history of the last 50 years of Assam and that
of the rulers of Assam and also British policy which they applied
to this part of India. Of course, in India and in Assam there
is no dictatorship. Since the Congress is in power for the last so

many years, the blame also naturally falls on the Congress

leader
and the people.

But what 1 was going to say is that T would re-
quest Shri Bora and Shri Huda and others of this House to study

the Papers, I mean the political Papers which were in communica-
tion between the British Government and India Government and the
Commissions set up by the British Govt. and the representatives of
the British Government in India. When on the eve of Montago-
Chemsford Reforms, Commission was set up to as certain opinion

views in India, at that time there were memorandum and represen-
tations for separation of certain Hili arcas from Assam. At that time

‘the Hill leaders definitely led a deputation before the Commission and

at that time they were under the British and not much con-



56 DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT BY THE CIIEF [ 16th November
MINISTER RELATING TO THE DECLARATION OF STATEHOCD TO MEGHALAYA 3

nection with ~Assamese people or [language. The British were
possessing and ruling India and they handled matters in the way
they liked best. The policy was divide and rule. Assamsese people
never exploited any other people. Look at the Shillong, look at
the Civil List and the Secrefariat or look at the Shillong market,
‘ you will never find Assamese people exploiting the Hills people.

Shri Phani Bora : Who said ? The Hon’ble Member is always
distorting things ; he is misleading the people of Assam. He has no
right to mislead the people. Heé has misled the people of Assam
several times. I can cite example.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah : Hon. Bora is a reasonable man. T
find that the area of difference between him and me is gradually
narrowing down. But I find Shri Bora is extremely touchy. I do
not mind anythings Perhaps you will not misunderstand me. T
was talking generally that there are influences and forces which
tended towards separating people from people-hills from plains  angd
so on and so forth. That was the point 1 was seeking to make,
I say it would be futile to lay the blame on the Congress leaders,

The other day our Chief Minister made a statement regarding
the status of full fledged state of Meghalaya and we find some
discrepency Wwith the statement made by Indira Gandhi. .Assam js
about 2000 miles away from the Prime Minister and I do not
know the facts. But T guess that the Chief Minister said that we
were not consulted. I take it lightly. Perhaps casual suggestion or
casual talk was there in course of conversation. There was no serious
discussion. - As such although scemingly there -1 contradiction but
in fact find any contradiction between the statement made by the

Chief Minister the other day and the Prime Minister’s statement.

‘But what grieves me is the Prime Minister’s statement as reported
in the Assam Tribune of 12th Nov/7D. It is reported “Srimatj
Gandhi ruled out any possibility of Assam going out of India as
alleged by some people. The slogans raised in Assam werc only
against non-Assamese and not for going out of India.” I am very
sorry. There may be few boys here and there and few disgruntled
youngmen who find jobs going to outsides before their eyes who
may 5ay something out of sheer frustration. But for this what
have dropped from the mouth of the Prime Minister is rather

serious. I am sorry it gives an indication of disafTection in the
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subconscious mind of the Prime Minister towards Assam. For that
perhaps we cannot blame her directly, but certainly responsibility will
rest upon those who get her ears and poison her mind. The Assam
Tribune further reports ‘“Pleading for a uniform policy on creating
new States, Shri Cowde Murahare (SSP) asked whether the Cachar
Mizo Hills and Telengana regions would also be given separate State-
hood similarly. Sri M. Purkayastha, T suppose Shri Mohitush Pur-
kyastha of Cachar, Congress (R) while welcoming the decision,
sought to know whether Cachar would also be granted Statehood”
This the echo in the Raiya Sabha. Fissperous tendency has
already started. Now we should all put our heads together and find
out as to how best we can devise means so that all these fissiper-
ous tendencies may evaporate and some sort of understanding and
some sort of federation like arrangement may grow up between
Assam proper, Cachar, Mizo Hills and NEFA, Nagaland and Mani-
pur and Tripura. So that we can make a very strong unit like
UP, Maharastra and Mysore. I submit that this is for what we
should direct our attention, and fight the fissiperous tendencies, What
are we going to do about this. The leaders of this House of diffe-
rent parties should sit together and devise ways and means as to
how to save this region from disintegration. We should know
we do not get much help from Delhi. They are encouraging divi-
sive forces. T say this on my own responsibility that Delhi willingly
or unwillingly encourages some sort of separatist tendence in this part
of the country. When the Government of India was encouraging
the Hill leaders for a separate state how can we come to an under-
standing with them. Mr. Bora will remember that in that meeting
in Delhi I clearly pointed aspect of the matter in the presence of the
then Home minister Shri Chaban and other Central Minister.

Therefore we may not rest on our oars
Delhi, although we want their help,
upto us, the representatives of differen
Region to sit together and
so th

merely looking upto
sympathy and advice. It is
t part of this North Eastern
arrive at some sort of understanding,
at a‘unit have effective them a Zonal Council can be evolved.
We should have a well knit unit in this region so that there will
be integrated development . When there will be integrated develop-
ment and prosperity there will be less quarrel among ourselves.

Md. Shamsul Huda : Who will convey it ?

Shri Debeswar Sarmah :  Anybody can convene it, You can con-
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vene. 'Even Asom Sahitya Sabha can organise it. There is no
harm in doing a good thing. Do not lay the entire blame on
“Congress Thikadars”. Whether it is the “Congiess Thikadars”
s«“Communist Thikadars” or “Socialist Thikadars“,bthe fact is tha;
the things have allround- beceme very difficult to manage. Therefore
we all should put our heads together and shoulders to the wheel
of Assam, otherwise we will not succeed.

1 agree with Mr. Bora in many matters. The gap between him,
and me should be‘narrowed down. I might have to support of my
Hon’ble friend Shri Phani Bora. I find Mr. Bora is very sensible
and 1 agree with him that when this matter of the state of Me-
aya comes up for discussion, two ‘things must be simultaneous
sod. First and foremost thing is boundary. Now, Sir, from
prevailing facts I have a shrewed suspicion that somebody find

leasure in making the Hill Leaders of Assam differing from our
Naga brethren and Naga brethren differing from our plain’s peopie
as MT. Huda said that they can take the pleasure. Now, the boun-
dary question should be settled once and for. all. This should be
settled along witl'_L the settlement -of this State question. Number
two, about the shifting of capital, our Prime Minister said that thig
matter 18 from long. time . The Capital should be shifted some.
where 1ear Gauhati town without delay the Rajdhani should be
shifted- There 5!1011‘11 not be suggestion for different sites for the
capital- The ca}plt.al Shou‘ld be shifted to somewhere near the Gauhatj
town pacause it is considered to be a central place.

Md. Shamsul Huda : Why at Gaubati ?

ghal
finali

Ghri Debeswar Sarmah : Because Nowgong people may ask for
Nowgong: Jorhat people may ask for Jorhat, Goalpara people may
or Goalpara and in this way there will be no end of it.

as : ¢ z
here will be quarrel among ourselves and the matters will be.

Thus t 1 ;
gelayed: otherwise the Capital will never be shifted in mew fiture,

Sheanthaye oL offices in temporary houses and in hutments and
Wwe pould remove the capital by all means within the coming win-
v At least three_ Departments viz., Education, Agriculture and

p. should be shifted within next six months. ILet us have C.I

sheets houses for offices and residence of the staff and other also.

conclusion I wish the Meghalaya Iuck and prosperity and I hope
we shall be able to pull on as very good neighbours. The
aced us

that ,
other day the Hon’ble Deputy Speaker said that God has pl

A
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together. The Brahmaputra Valley, Khasi Hills, Garo Hills, all
these God has placed together. We are going to live together for
all time to come. Therefore, let us live in peace, amity and pros-
perity.
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, T wish all
the best for the land of clouds. Well, with the creation of Megha-
laya as a full-fledged State, it is high time that we should open our
eyes and read the writings on the wall. Tt is high time that we
should take a lesson from history. What is history, Sir ? T don't
like to refer to the history of 50 years as Shri Sarma has mentioned,
One thing which is very remarkable in recent history of Assam is
this that there was built up a political unity during the 100 years
of British regime in this eastern part of India. As you know. Sir,
Nagaland, this Meghalaya which has been created now, Manipur

.and even Tripura were tagged together under one administration.

During the British regime there might have been one or two me-
morandum for separate arrangement here and there but on the

whole the picture was this that the entire castern part of India

‘was under a common administration. But after achievement of
‘independence, what happened ? The political unity was lost and
‘everywhere there are disintegrating torces and there is fissiparous

tendency cverywhere, and everywhere there is the tendency for sepa-
ration. This process is going on and on and God only knows where
it will end. Sir, first we saw the creation of Nagaland, and now
during -our time here we saw the creation of Meghalaya as a full-

£
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fledged State. Sir, I remember, during the last session, while parti-
cipating in the discussion on a resolution for shifting the Capital
from Shillong to the plains, I said sooner or later Meghalaya was
going to be a full-fledged State and the prediction has came to be
time. Now the fact remains that the Meghalaya is a full-fledged
State whether the Government of India had any dicussion with
the Assam Government or the Chief Minister, it is immeterial. It
is no good lamenting on what has happened, and I do not find any
justification in it in blaming the Chief Minister or the Government
of India that they did not consult the Government of Assam. The

fact is that Meghalaya is in existence and we shall have to welcome
this decision.

Now, Sir, as T have said, we should take a lesson from history
as to why all these States are being created. Why Nagaland was
separated, why Meghalaya had to be created ? That is not the end.
Sir, I want to utter a note of warning to this Government and to
the people also that . this is not the end ; it will continue and
continue for an indefinite period if we are not cautions in time.
So, this is the time to learn a lesson from history and we should
have a little introspection. We know, Sir, there are conflicting forces in
our society and there are various forces contradictory to each other.
Economic forces, cultural forces, linguistic forces and various other
forces each contradicting the other ; each conflicting with the other.
Now, this is a big test for our leaders-a big test. If they fail to
make a synthesis between the conflicting forces, we are doomed to
be failure and the process of separation which has started cannot

be stopped. There will be further disintegration ; there will be fus-
ther separation.

Now, Mr. Sarma has referred to the movement for a separate
State for Thaj Mongolian in the Districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur.
which is gaining momentum. After the creation of Meghalaya thé
possibility for another State is there in Cachar. Mizo Hills is al-
ready in revolt, there is the possibility of another State in the wes-
tern part of the State. Now, this is time that we should ‘put our
heads together, discuss it and make a scientific plan. a scientific
formula on the basis of which we can effect a synthesis between the
conflicting. forces, so that there can be an adjustment between diffe-
rent forces. How this could be effected T cannot say at the moment,

but the things should be studied thoroughly and the Government of

Assam should set up ‘a Commission fo study' all these problems—al}
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aspects of the problems—economic aspect, psychological aspect; cul-
tural aspect and the problem of separation should be studied on a
scientific’ basis. There is regional imbalance and times without number
we have spoken about the regional imbalance. Government of
Assam is also conscious of the problem, and it has been repeatedly
discussed inside and outside the House. But it is a matter of great
regret that no concrete plan has been adopted by this Government
to remove this regional imbalance. So this is the time to study the
problem in order to find out a scientific solution so that there may
be integration, there may be an adjustment and that is the only way
by which we can prevent further fragmentation of the land of ours.

Shri Kabir Chandra Ray Pradhani 3 9=l ©iyss gwsr, @8
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“We of the Assam Stzte Government would wish and appreciate
if the present bonds are retained. If, however, the bond is
desired to be snapped, it will be necessary to allow time and provide
adequate resources to start an alternative capital in the plains
for the State of Assam may be made before the transfer is made.”
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The ‘Re-organisation Bill, g&wsta swge @f fsr@ Pre-matined. wq=e
wEANEE WR Afesiowi Bme faifyer  fEa )

Mr. Deputy Speaker :, Now, the Chief Minister wil! reply.

*Shri Mahcndra Mohan Choudhury (Chief Minister) : Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, By creation of Meghalaya autonomous State a new
experiment was undertaken to solve the regional problem not
only of Assam, but whole of lndiu‘. In my sta_lten1e;1t" made
earlier T made it clear the circumstances under which it has come.
Sir, I do not want to rake up the whole history : it is for the
future generation to decide whether it has been for good or for bad
of the country. I jein with the bon. members in welcoming this
decision. Already from the. side of the Govt. a resolution was pa-
ssed which was forwarded to the Govt. of India and that resolution
forms part of the statement which is under discussion. Sir, in the
trail of this new sct up of Meghalaya, hon. members of this  House
are concerned with certain very burning problems. The most impor-
tant problem is the boundary of the two States. At the,K moment
we have a clearly demarcut‘cd boundary, between Assam and Meghalaya,
that bounda'ry is the final boundary of the two States. fof: shall
do our best to preserve, this boundary and I on _bchalt of the
Housc also like to inform the Govt. of India ....(interruption). ...

Shri Giasuddin  Ahmed : Mr." Speaker,” 'Sir. T want-a clarifi-
cation in this connecetion. This will also help the Chief Minister.
Is the Chief Minister aware of the fact that some part of the sou-
thern ‘part”of the district of Goalpara is being claimedrby - Garo Hills?

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury : _Sir, claims and counter-
claims may be there.  But our stand is very clear. We stand. by the
present boundary. (Voice-What about. the boundary. with Nagaland ?
Therc should not be such. kind of repetition as is found in case
boundaries . between Assam and Nagaland).  Yes, Sir, that is why
I tell you we do not want to repeat the. history in the matter of
Nagaland -and Assam boundary. Only to prevent such unpleasant
situation, I am  taking the hon. member of this House into ébx}ﬁdqnce
the Govt. stand in this, regard.. If once the boundary question is
raised there will be's?o: many . fissiparious problems coming up.
Therefore, Sir, this boundary question must be finally and conclu-
sively. decided and we stand by the present_boundary. Next point is,

* Speech not: corrected
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Sir, the new capital for the state of Assam' under the new set up.
The question of capital as hon. member Shri Sarma said, is haunt-
ing us for a long time and there has been a constant agitation
throughout the State from sometime past that the capital of the
Assam. state should be transferred to some place in the plains con-
venient to all and in addition to that under the present proposal of
fulfledged Meghalaya State this question has come before us. Mean-
while, when all the things were in the arr we have drawn the
attention. of the Govt. of India that sufficient funds should be
given to the Govt. of Assam for building up its new capital. Sir,
some of the hon. members have accused the Govt. that the Govt.
is taking a passive view of this matter. I want to make it clear to the
hon. members that we are going speedily in this matter and we
sha:ll start the preliminary works immediately. The question of shift-
ing the capital is also linked up with other issues. There have been
diverse opinion in this House as ‘already expressed by the hon.
members about the site of the capital.  That matter should be finally
sat at rest and we should do it as immediately as possible. We have
decided to convene a meeting as soon as the Assembly Session s
over with the leaders of the Opposition and also the leaders of the
Coneress Party and discuss with them about the site of the capital
imm;.diately. It will not be in the interst of the state of Assam tq
keep the matter open for a long time because in that case so many
agitations may Crop up in different parts of the /State which may
jeopardise the - issue -of right selection of the site.

1 hope on this I shall get full co-operation from the leaders of
the opposition and also from the leaders of the congress Party.
Sir, I am quite in one with Shri Dulal Ch.andra Barua when he said
that ““administratively we may be seperated but as God has created
us as one and single unit there cannot be any seperation of heart
because on the good will of the people of these two states depend
the prosperity of the entire region. Therefore Sir. I wish all out-
standing matters in this connection will be disposed of amicably I
also through you Sir, extend this feeling to the Chief Minister and
other members of the Council of Minister of Meghalaya Govt,
I hope they will rightly respond to it. Another proposal has been
put forward by Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed to constitute a Commission
to go into the seperatist tendencies now prevailing betwsfen different
communities and regions. Sir, from the point of expediency, from

the point of right solution, a commission of this nature will not serve
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the purpose-rather a Commission may aggravate the situation, be-
cause when a commission is set up all fissiperous tendencies will
come into light. We will have to avoid all these things from our
side but we are to think about how best we can solve the problems

by, other means. From our side an attemt may be made to create

the mutual good will between the different interests, different co-

_mmunities and different reactions. The otherday Shri Bhattacharjee
_said that Assam is being turncated again and again is a clear point

before us. But if we go into origin of this turncation then we will
scc that we have not been able to create an atmosphere of good
will ‘and trust between communitics, between interests and between
different regions and that is why the people of different interests and
regions feel that they have alittle share or now share .in the adminis-
tration or they have no say in the matter. of development of -the
state, This feeling should be eliminated from the minds of the people
and ‘unless’ and until 'we. eliminate this feeling the danger will not

“go from there.

Sir, we have seen that for a very little thing there are demands for
scperation and it has been now established for good or bad I do
not comment nothing could be got without any agitation and that
fact on several occasions been discussed both here and all also
outside. . But even then that system is going on. Whenever there is
decision that decision should be final and before takmg the dec151on
pros and cons of the matter, the feeling behind it should be taken

" into" consideration. 1If ‘these things are taken into consideration be-

fore a decisions is taken then I belicve much of the agitation will
go. Now this can be achieved it is for every one of us to think
and to act. T would request:my honourable friends to give us an
opportunity to go about the country and the State and try to bring
about our people to 'our view points.. From our side T can tell the
hon. Members that we would not take  any - decision without
discussion at the first and hand with the leaders of the Assembly
and also various organisations and if possible eljcit mmlmum of
public opinion. Sir, another acquasation has been raised agamst
the Govt. about going to Govt. of India for necessary . assistan.
Sir, we do not go to Govt. of India with a begger’s bowl. We
have certain rights, The constitution has given us certain right by
which we should get something from Govt. of India. Therefore
whenever . there is any necessity it is for us to go and remind ou;
central leaders and try to impress upon them to tive what is due
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to us. This process will go on and there is no question of surren-
der.

(Noise........ i -

All other matters which have been raised which ‘require earlier deci-»
sion in connection with the creation of Meghalaya State or the Hydel
Projects and other such things in the statement of the Prime Minister
mentioned that this things should be squared up with discussion with
the persons  concerned.

Already the Parliament passes ‘the autonomous state of Mcgha-
laya bill. The Constitution was amended accordingly and the Me-
ghalaya becomes a full-fledged 'State. Therefore, the question of
Meghalaya does not operate with that of the other parts of the
State, but we want from partinent point that was raised by Shri
Bhattacharyya when he discussed the no confidence motion and that
some sort of autonomy for Cachar. It may be a good solution for
the State at rest to discontend now great deal gaining ground in
the district of Cachar. I do not comment anything in this matter.
There is a suggestion which can be considered ever-one of us. Sir,
one thing I wish all the best for the Meghalaya and wish that the
Meghalaya and Assam will continue peace and tranquility and will
not be disturbed. Sir, before’ T ‘conclude.......... (voices from

opposition). . ... ... ... 0L

Sir, a proposal is in the year we had a regional development housing
inaugurated in' this not only for development but also for comment
security of this area. So far as I could gather from  the top. I
had a discussion with the Govt. of India mind is to-see of this
service. There are some sort of vague about it. They want also,
when Shri Pant came here, he also discussed this matter which Shri
Bhattacharyya and some other opposition member. In course of the
discussion T gather from him that they have got no saferidea about
it. They want to provide by our suggestions -also. Whatever we
decided before finally announced the ‘decision no opportunity to
discuss and only the we can go'‘ahead to these'things. These are
the opinions of the Hon’ble members ‘as’such the Council for Deve-
lopment and Security for this eastern. region, 'It: can be worked
out to prestige and -honour. Without therefore unless we know about
the concrete proposal whether we shall be a part to do it or' not.
Before I conclude Sir, T want to say about the nature of the dis-

i
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cussion: of the Central Government with us .on the issuc of Meghalaya.
Shri_Barua, ,Shei G. Ahmed  have .rightly said that we. should not
bother.ab:nut,' this any. more. But whether it was, after discussion or
without discussion, . Decision is_there and. we, should ‘welcame the
decision. ; .Sil': on . llth .on _the _' statement of;-fSIu"i D‘“'C'“‘,"Qw
Barua -withitheir; discontentment..We sare ,waiting-for that time e
wheheveri /that: time:comesdll thesenthings-we. shall place -to.the ibest
.of our -t ability - and son’this' peint 'l think the “hon, members wifl
mot-misunderstand us. ‘Something™ hassbeen said aboutithe reorganisa-
tion ofthe Mizoram and ‘Cachar): Notth!iCacharand -Mikir |Hills
and other / areas/ i Repercussions are:rbound  'to.rbe: but these areas
«dor: not /icome into thesameofooting ' as  Meghalayal: Already i
Prliaméht T could’ ot Eeply. " T/Said dhat i the e Sene of the'tram
we have no discussion.., When Shrijli‘ant.camé casﬁéllly raised =_Jﬂ-|j5' ﬁiatté;-
and we also casually give our replies. Of course in the Prime Mi.
mister’s!visit T Submittedia “Memorandum to her. This -matter S
up and  Prime ‘Minister says that -it\.came only in ‘conneétion - with
shifting ofCapital of Assam: !Tt«will' come: up- surely the question
of:Capital, it//mustobe decided whatever ffund is necessary this should
bei given!” Therefore, I 'wish thdt if T committed Zanybtistake, ¥ wip
anologise «to. this: House. 'Any: body should rthink  'whether it js. 74
discussion or:consultation.’ With these/ words Sir. T’ thank Honble
Members: for « valuable 'suggestions ‘about - our'future: aétion:

: ‘Siirj‘ ‘Gaurisankar -Bhattacharyya ; :

_ wrisankar -B : Without. going in. distribution
I beg ;to seak clarification from they Government .on,, there pnint'.,an‘d
by, way of doing it I.crave your, indulgence . also to

future, suggestions, ,irst, of jall,, with, regard. 4o the .question.of con
sultation, well; .inspite of , what -the,, Ghief. . Minister ‘has, said s .
that from ouryside, from. the side of the, Government and;, the people

of Assam, you should know in_any_way and, express_any dissatisfao.

tion onthis point that the Government of, India is doing somethin
without, sansiltation, , 1 repeat, as. | yhave .already said. that it ,m'ag
not be a_ formal words  but ,there was some. sort; of .sconsuleﬁti(m

.

iallow. .me for

Shri Premodhar Bora : Whether ‘it o confo-f S
009y O oRine! {{Oer 1t 18 mity of | ;
lation"7...... B SMIMISVOL )/__f):‘¥hg legis.
: ‘Shri "Ggurisankgp 5Bl;:ittgcharyya ¢ _Thé ‘present” Chief Miﬁister“
the’ Finance’ Minister” and 'Shri’'Diilal‘Chandra Barih Yarid indgld
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others including me had pointed out about this matter. But the point
is consultation or no consultation. The people of Meghalaya aid
very strongly and feel that in order to work and in order to makc
the Meghalaya a full-fledged State. Neither any reason nor any

ground to budget. That is the decision.” Now there should be no
bickerine and ‘there 'should be ‘absolutely no” about with regard to

past ~wishes for the development qf the progress of Meghalaya,
They are blood of our blood. There should be 'absolutely no ques-
tion' of formality in this matter: | The second thing is the question
of the Chief Minister said that there are certain which should allay
that would be a negative approach.: The question: of Mizoram, it

js not only their protest. it is mot lonly their grievances, it is also
a question of development of political personalitv. After Tndia has
become  free there would be development of such matter. This does
not unnecessarily mean ' general fissiperous  tendency.

This we may .use even for greater unity and strengthen 'the
unity of India provided we understand not only ‘the negative aspect
but also the positive aspect. When 'the  Mizo brothers want to deve-
lop as a personality it should not necessarily ‘mean that they want
to be separated. Similarly though Mr. ‘Moinul  Haque Choudhury
the other day stated in a particular! mood “T was a strong -advocate
for- unity of Cachar and Assam, that is, for keeping Cachar in
Assam, and T now abbrogate it.” . This he may say in some exube-
rance, but the point in that whatever may be the feeling of any in-
dividual, the people of Cachar also ‘in spite of all unity andfrater-
nity with the people of the Brahmaputra valléy’ want to develop
their personality. The Assam Government should take a positive
approach to that matter—not the question of allaying their fear as
the Chief Minister has stated- but we should like to tell the Govern-
ment ' to’ take ‘a positive approach to such kind of development.
The other point is'that the provisions of Art. 263 of the Consti-
tution of Tndia under the head “Co-ordination between States”—
I do-not say that the Chief Minister has not taken the House into
confidence, but I may be excused if I say that the Housé& has not
‘been taken into full confidence in this matter, it is not only a few
individuals but the Government of India is considering actively con:
sidering to set up the Regional Council under Art. 263., and the
Chief Minister of Meghalaya has wvery. openly. and- clearly . stated
that it will be in the mutual interest of all of us to come to cery
tain adjustments, and that adjustment can be constitutionally done
under Art. 263, and our Governor who is also the Governor
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of Meghalaya, is taking an active interest in the matter. I am sure
he discussed the matter also with our Chief Minister. I take the
House into confidence that fhe Governor had discussed the matter
with me. When it was discussed with me I cannot believe that the
Governor did not discuss the matter with the Chief Minister. ~Also
when Shri K.C. Pant came Here though he did not mention the
Article he discussed the matter with us as well. For co-ordination
and development it will be inevitable to come to some sort of
agreement amongst the different regions, entities of this region. There-
fore, we cannot allow_ things to drift and take their own course.
Both for security and development purposes’ some sort of adjustment
or co-ordination should not only be tolerated but it should be
advocated. Government should not feel shaky in this matter. We
should take the init_iati\_fe_. So far as we in the Opposition are con-
cern’qd, we cannot ‘take the initiative in' the matter. It is for the
Government both at’ the Centre and the State and also other Go.
vernments of the area to give active consideration to this matter,
and we would urge that' both the Government of India and the
Assam  Government ‘take the peopleinto “confidence -and should
publicly discuss the matter so ‘that it may not come as a surprise.
If it comes as a surprise somebody ‘may feel that it has been imposed.
I would, therefore, suggest that the Governments of this region and
the “Government of India should frankly and openly discuss this
matter “and” fake “the' people'into” ‘confidents " &4 ‘that . we may go
voluntarily for some sort of arrangements in the region so that
neither Meghalaya, nor Nagaland, nor Tripura, nor Manipur, nor
Assam may feel that they “have ‘béer” dragged ‘into”it. ~ Afterall some
sort ‘Of_ adjustment 'in “my" humble opinion is not only necessary
but indispensable. T urge that this is a ‘matter-which in the state-
ment of the Chief Minister has remained’ very very weak - should

be streamlined and our Government should ‘take up a positive “out-
look in this matter. ' '

. S_hri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, there has been a . little misunder-
standing regarding my proposal to set up a Commission to study
the causes of the separatist tendencies. Separatist tendency is a dis-

ease and.thf; doctor is appointed to make diagnosis of the . disease
so that it could be cured and not (O A erayntas e e

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Your intention has not been challenged
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by the Chief ;Minister:

Shrl Giasuddin Ahmed My com‘entlon hae been rmsunderstood
1 have stated that the causes should, be found Out

: M, ,I_le;iuty, Speak_er 5 .I-fe,haslﬁotﬂiqﬁeﬁtibr{ed -t'he_ bonafide of
your .intention, : . : .

Shri Sailen Medhl : . On a point of clanﬁcat:on ‘While declarmg
the mtemlon of the Central Government for giving full- fledged state-
hood to Meghalaya our Pr:me thster stated  that she will sympa-
thetlcally consnder the expendlture which will be needed for the
establishment of a separate capital. In_qur memorandum also the
Government. stated that financial assistance will be .needed , .from
Centml Govemment to establish a new cap[tal in the plains, ‘Except
that nqwhere it is 'stated what_amount would . actually . be needed
It is only in the Parliament our M.P. Shri Dhireswar Kalita has
‘categoncally claimed a sum of Rs, 50 crores for establishment of a
new capital Unless'the Government set .up a .Committee to go into
the matter. unless a master plan js prepared we  will  not be .in,. a
posmon to say how much .money will be needed tor estabhshment
of a_capital. T would, therefore, request the Chicf Mmlstcr to  set
up a Committee for the ‘purpose. Unless we do that one fine .morn-
ing we will see that we have to leave thrs place rmmedlately and

then it will be very dlfﬁcult f‘or _qs. g

__Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudpury Shri Dhnresw‘u‘ Kalrta must
have in all probablllty made this demand from the grant  of
Gp\;ernment of‘ India glven to. Hariana to build up their new
capltal But that amount, will not be sufficient for.a new cap:tal
for Assam because the cost of matenals .and labouyr are much higher
than in Hariana. Therefore, our demand may be on the higher

side.
“The 'other things which have been suggested by Shri Medhl have
already been taken’ up thh the Govemment of Idiat= " =me

" ““Shri ‘Dulal ‘Chandra *Barua o ‘~s_ir"," 'x‘ye-' are"\'{ei'y. glad tHat “thé
Hon’ble Chief ‘Minister has given'certain clarifications to the points

*Speech . not  corrected . .
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raised - by Shri. Medhi. " But one thing I would like to ask. Why

‘the Government is passive and not -active  in; all: matters. In  the

memorandum it -has been mentioned that: theéy-did .not give ‘any
direct; solution and simply: it has' been mentioned. thatjthey are going

~to ' shift/ithe Capital. They have mentioned in-a. beautiful language

about the administrative complex which is to accommodate Megha-
laya and no amount has been mentioned. Why not mention directly
about the shifting of capital and the amount of expenditure: required
for this. I am compelled to call the government passive in respect

_of this problem. Now-1I have suggested that there should-be a:Commi-

ttee but I did not get any reply from the Chief Minister to this
effect. There should be a Committee in respect of selection of site

- for  the ' proposed ':Capital. - Whether' 'the “Gévernment' ‘considers it
“-necessary to-appoint ‘a'Committee for selection ‘of site ‘which should
consist- of ‘experts 'and some: members ‘of this: House. The question’ of

Master Plan comes next:because ‘unless the selection of site is decided,
the question of Master Plan does not arise .. ... So my question
is—whether Government consider it necessary to appoint a Commj.
ttee for selection: of site immediately and -later. on appoint a Committee
to prepare the Master Plan and other things and then submjt a
scheme to the Government of India for Allocation of fund. we
cannot trust the Govt.  of India about their commitments .ag Smti,
Gandhi herself committed so many things but nothing has beep com-
ing up as f‘or',inSta_rlce,j she committed . about the iLonstitution  of
Brahmaputra  Commission . that they  would .give 5. crores
rupees but not a single farthing has
the Hon'ble Chief Minister should

people of Assam into confidence. Sir, I know the weakness of the
Government of Assam. 1If they submit to the pressure only to be.
come Ministers and Chief Minister without conflering the fature of

the State then the future generation will curse us they will net
sparé our gyaveyards €ven,

8ra We. will support the . government and
strengthen_their hands to clajm the legitimate rights from the Govern-
ment of Iadia and we will not budge an inch ; rather we- wij go
side by side with them for help whenever necessary. Therefore e
should make out strong

: case for all. our..demands so that these
may_be conceded to by the .Government of India.

-of
.come. For: that reasop

take this House and the

The second point is — I

propose that a Committee or Commission
mine the: legal aspect of the 'mat

tersl fas



’

.introduce’ this*Bill 7" Bir, 'T''put ‘& straight q
.ra straight ‘answer. “He is 'holding ‘lotteries and

" cational! 1

I have. already said that it «would: ber be
 with;. the ‘leaders ofiithe  public.dAfter.itaking: their- advice,

. point, I accept . the. suggestion.~ol el
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ess of ouwrf! Legal departments.’-Many

you .sknow, Sir, the expertn
., implications~/ M2y - come in

implications ' and " many « Constitutional >
future. Therefore /I suggést that there should :be 2 Committee: - with
experts, legal ‘experts from this’ house’ as ‘well las from ‘outside '’ to
.study from now on about! the future vimiplications 'of r'the political
problems and ' also ‘other //things, which are coming.
41 “Mr."” Deputy * Speaker ¢ What ‘type’ of implication 7"
Shri- Dulal ''Chandra’ Barua'*¢* Political and Constitutional " impli-

. 8ir, about ‘the first point,

tter /to rdiscuss the matter
if - the

.iShri . Mahendra, Mohan Choudhﬁry s

Committee -as. suggested 4t may ubesiseticup. Regarding . the- second

r

;. n:Mr. Deputy Speaker : ' The'-debate is closed:

M7 The 'Assam Game “and Bqﬂiné Bin, ‘1970

10Shri” Mahendra ''Mohan * Clidtidhury ¢ (Citief Minister) : ' Sir, T

“ would like to ‘give a'suggestion to the Holiss. The time is too

short to take up the"Bill; we have got our session ‘tomorrow. | There
may 'be discussion on the Bill tomorrow and the rest may be done
today. < T''think it “would be better. |

Mr. Deputy Speaker': Has' it got the’ sense"of the lHOL;S’e "

]

'Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi” (Minister Finance) : 'Sir, I beg

.to move that the Assam’ Gamie and Bétting Bill, 1970, be taken into

consideration.

' Shti Debeswar' Sarmah’ : ‘Sir, to clear ‘my mind 'I'h;ﬁ'\_fe to ask
only one question sinice ‘the Hori’ble Finance Ministér holds lotteries.

He reduced tax on horse race. What moral right has he got to
testion and 1 want

carlier last year ‘he
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reduced tax.in horse race.|  That,means he was encouraging racing.

= ‘Now: if' ;you, stop ‘Tir’ what right have, you got to hold lottencc ?
.'Somebody | was  talking,.of some houses, of ill rfame That 1s thc only
thing-'-remaining, for ,our Govt. to do.

d #iMEG Deputy Speaker : Ndw.‘ the question s (mterruptmn)

t

38 50 a1

: Shri - Deba;war Sarmah : 1 am dlSCUSSH‘lg the ‘matter m consn-
deration stage of) the; Bill.. He has moved for, consnderat:on Tt is
juvery serious, thing.: Many of the people who have not read ‘Maha-
bharata’ andthat, ‘Pasha’ i.e., dice that led practleally the ‘Pandabas

¥y

€ to the forest; “After ‘D:upadl was msulted in, the Ra; Sabha,’ me
. ;time, immemorial - this ;gambling is h¢ld to be an evnl thing. Now
> ,my point is a, Goyt. may flourish  for some_time 011 unethical and

immoral;, thmgs but f‘undamentally a State should have to depend
upon cthlcal and moral conmderatnon I do not oppose this Bill).
.11 want jthat , our Govt. should not be Jubllant for gamblmg., It is. a
ifact,that we should havr morg money but not by gamb!mg In this
< jgambling--a large number of, .youngmen _are mvolved . They used
.money ;in that gambling. whatever, they couid get from thelr famlhes
We, .may get,one,lakh or two. lakhs of rupees in thls way But cant.
,IW€! stop-;this,, lottgries ,? We . are ,making jarge number of peop[e
popr;:r Cant’ we stop | the lottery Will Assam be poorer without

My -question . is what, moral rl"ht have you,
lottery in  our State ?

got to ;ntroduce this

M. Shyamsul . Huda : @a¥ {3a, 7235, mig I
wig | oifer W® w@iet 4 @it 1 owfin w9t g8
mE AU1£0) ﬂi‘ Move ast”aa mfim [

23IBS, FLTIYR
Amendment 1Bt

T

“*Shri” Gaurisétikar Bhattacharyya +1If ‘You have some+ amé;dments
fo'the clalsé Yhen we shall* get'‘time '"becaiise that = “Stage ‘wills

r later on. “We'are at' present 'discussing 'clayse (a).
member has got any amendment that will be in clause ®). 1 su-

pport_the cthical point ralsed by my' respected friend Mr,

e ol After “all “Tir* s not only a bad thing but’any ‘type of
' 15 a bad thing. My dlﬂiculty is that the State’ i not By

: on pure
and s:mple ethical standarq It lS not always moral Iaws ‘Which the

4 o1 Jon oo BERSESh ot rieorrected . ‘ P T =

a1l

‘Come:
If the ‘Hon’ble

Sarma,
Ban‘;iblihg

e
L1
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State administer. Tt is the statute and common laws which the
State administer. But from the point of view “of public morality
defiiitely our history, tradition, puranas and' shastras they give the
pointer that came against the''socialist moral as bad.’ ~Yudistiro’
a great rellglous king, he also indulged in it and he suffered for it.
In our marriages, I remember faintly, ‘what' Mr. ‘Sharmah" has by
this time perhaps forgotten because his marriage probably took place
far and far away. Fven now, after a marriage when we ‘are taken
- into inner court of the bnde we are made to play dice. That is a
humourous part of the marriage. ‘But 'the partinent point is if our
~ Govt. neaﬂy wants to be ethical then definitely our Govt. are not
~ going’ “with this. Govt. should ‘ban all selling of tickets of our
State  Lotteries and ‘fickets of other State Lotteries and so on. If
within our State 'lotteries get about a lakh -of rupees other State
lottenes get several lakhs of rupees from us. After all human nature
is such that they always try to take chance to be rich" overnight.
That element is there. When the original act was enacted ‘at’ that
time this matter was discussed and the principle was accepted by this
House 'After all we are not to have theocracy mor are we going
to 'make an éthical society as such. This ‘weakness, human frailties
exist. It is better that these are properly controlled ‘and instead of
a]]owmg only the other Staté reaping the harvest our State should
get something so that’this may be utilised. By the present Bill so
far as I understand what is soiight is that more pernicious thing

should be curbed.

‘Shri Debeswar Sarmah : I do not follow. Why “more per-
" “micions' ? 'Why more harmful ? TR I

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : That is because Mr. Sarmah
himself has said those who believe and those who have, seen it they
know that the ‘Fir’. and. other; ancillaries are played which is more
pernicious, more dangerous. and. which .is more bane to the society.

feel that in our, ~ youthful exuberance of reform
ed ourselves  to certain legislations which
to be costly but not beneficial, because
Iy educated and trained, and so long

created, simply- by passing an act Wwe
¢”law  should come not too early,

.+, Persomally T
‘sometimes we had committ
__in the long run have proved
__.when the society is not proper
as a moral atmosphere.is not
cannot reform the socicty. “Th
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not too late, and there should be some social atmosphere for man
laws actuallgf' applicable. For example, two legislations' were almos.
'snmu!taneously passed, one was Sarda “ Act prohibiting mamage of
minor girls, and the other was anti-smoking by )uvem]es Now
whereas the Sarda Act, even without going to the Court, has’ become
unnecessary because the child m'trr:age has pmcncaliy vamshed or
is vanishing, smoking by juveniles has not ' vanished. ‘Similarly
immoral traffic Act is there but it has not vanished. What T am
saying is .that the society should come to ‘a standard of acceptmg
a particular Act. Now gambling as such has become a publ:c nui-
sance but we have not been able to train up the society to reject
it. Though the suggestion put forward by Shri Sarma is ' venerable
and it is respectable no doubt yet it is not practlcable It is a good
“idea but not practicable. With all respect ‘to him' I am not contestmg
his intentiori; I am not at all contestlng the best w:shcs and the
anxiety he expressed for the soclcty Theref'ore deeply in ‘respect to
that sort of sentlment 1 must say that this is not at’‘all pract:cable
and therefore, f‘rom the pomt “of view of practzcabtl:ty, without going
into its merits, I should suggest that more pernicious thlngs should
be stopped first so that they may not spread, and from that point
of view this piece of legislation 1s a necessny

Shri Dillal Chandra Barua : Sir, actually this 'Bill ' was wantéd
by the people in general because the way in whlch this “Tir” buSl-
ness was going’ on throughout the State, it was ‘very dangerous for
the society, and many people have ‘become beggers though-this” game
and many criminal cases took placé. Therefore’ this Bill “is essential
for curbing such’ kind of activities. ‘As T’ have mentioned this ‘mofh-
ing,” this’ ‘game " was $6'" much intoxicating that the boys ' femained
“absent’ from schools ‘and colleges and played ‘this game.

: I “have ‘seén
this kmd of activities gomg unchecked

in lerugarh and Nowgqng.

Shri* Debeswar Sarmah - Sir, on' a point of personal éxplanation.

I am not going to oppose this Bill, but I want that this Bill
should not be dascnmmatory I want lottery should be stopped and

_horse race should be stopped, It is not that I Oppose ﬂ'llS Bill.
I will vote tor it

Shri Dulal Chandra’ Baruah :  Sir, "if you''go through ' the “pro-
'wswn of‘ the Bill you' will see that some ‘sort’ of dlscnmmatory pro-
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vision is there. I fully agree with the contention expressed by Shri
Sarmah that it is discriminatory because here it has been said ‘“‘ex-
cluding .horse race and Iottery.” Therefore the ‘Tir’ lovers are
objecting to it as to why ‘Tir’ game should be stopped when horse
race is not going to be stopped what moral right do they have to
debar the ‘Tir’ lovers when other games will continue ?

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Order, order. It is 5-0’clock. Tt is the
sense  of the House that Shri Barua will finish his speech and then
the Minister will give his reply ? (voices : Yes, yes). Mr. Barua,
kindly  finish within two minutes.

‘Shri Dulal Chandra Barnah : Now, Sir, T want that this Bill
should be comprehensive and it should cover all gambling. —Sir, horse
race is also one of the most disastrous games in our State. In all
the towns there are gamblers but due to the defect in the law.
as haq been stated by some police Officers. and Magistrates, they
cannot be punished. Therefore, if the Finance Minister or the Govern-
ment would have come with a comprehensive Bill covering all the
jtems then it would . have been very helpful and it would have
created a better atmosphere. But if all the items are not covered
then naturally there will be psychological reaction. in the minds of
the people. The Tir lovers feel that because horse race is played by
high ups, it is not touched. Therefore just to counteract this feeling
Government should bring.a . comprehensive Bill covering all the items
and create ‘a psychological atmosphere, as has been stated by our
leader. - Sir, in the past we enacted many laws, but unless people’s
participation /is_ there it will not be successful. I hope, Government
will come forward with a comprehensive Bill in no distant future or
they can bring an amendment tomorrow when the Bill will be passed
so that we can create an impact in the minds of people. We may

also bring some amendments so that the Bill may serve its real pur-

pose.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi The House will remember
that this Bill is the result of an ordinance. Thff situation in Assam
came to such a pass that the school boys instead ‘Of' going to
school remained delayed on the. Way ~and started selling the ‘Tir’
tickets. This came, to such a pass that not one hundred, two

hundred or three hundred rupees tickets Were A



1970 1 THE ASSAM GAME AND BETTING BILL, 1970 79

in ‘Tinsukia more than 3 lakhs of rupees were sold every day. In
Shillong 3 to 4 lakhs rupees tickets were sold and at Gauhati it
was more than 5 to 6 lakhs. The return in ‘Tir’ game is one of
the highest in the world. The “result was that all the people were
booking (Voice : even thé Government offices ‘became the Tir
booking centres). Yes, Thls was played everyday, whereas the horse
race took place once a week or twice a week. (Voice : why _th_e
Government does not nationalise it ?) Tt became so 'powerful ins-
trument in the whole social order that there were threatening letters
coming to me that unless the Government took immediate firm action
and stonned it some revolt would follow and ultimately we had
to collar the situation by an ordinance. Not by an ordinary ordi-
nance. If the ordinance would have been oridnary we could not
have been able to stop it. You see, how draconian it had to be
and by this a very serious punishment has been provided and on
the basis of which we succeded in collarmg the ‘Tir’ game.

Lottery should not be compared “with' “Tir’. Lottery takes' place
once a month whereas the ‘Tir’ used to be played daily (voice :
and the ancillaries are not there) This became so powerful that it
was capable of creating a serious. social disorder. It was  also capa-
ble of producing ancillaries.. T read in_economics that if you gi'ye
59 profit the capital comes slowly, .if: you give 20%, the capital
come running and if you give 1009 profit there is nothing on the
earth .which 'it cannot do. It is the; type of profit which generatzs
the motive and the type of profit which  this ‘Tir’ generate, is capa-
ble of producing all sorts of evils on earth.. I think when we passed
the ordinance it had the unanimous approval. ‘1 am glad to say

- that even the Meghalaya Government, which' was profiting.-most ' by

this have now come forward to stop it..., Meghalaya has passed the
law to stop-it. -

Now, so far as discremination is concerned, Sir, Ehere al"e
two types of: social engineers . One’type of ‘social engineers believe
that all evils' should be fully curbed and the othér type of social
engineers 'believe in safety valve.: Now what is called “J58 5%
for instance. Once a year the boys are allowed all sorts of hooli-
ganism. In 'dewali people are ‘permitted to have some gambling
(Voice : no, no), in some parts I say. Why 9 ‘Because ‘this i a
safety valve. If you completely want to regulate the 'society then
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_thcre may be revolt.. If  youn curb the sathy valve there will be
disorder - -again. One, day when I was passmg by a road .in_Brussels
,‘;omcbody threw sometl;ung at me When I looked at it I found

_that some coIourcd circulars paper cuttmgs were strewened on the
road Nonnally, in the wesr.ern somety one does _not accost anybody-

‘unless he is mtroduced to . lum But thlS was, done ‘without, any
,mtroductlon I asked some f‘neqd why coloured papers were thrown,
He told me that the people _were at llberty on that day to throw
coloured papers on each other just as we throw coloured water on
Hooly day. This is. a type of socnal engineers who believe in_safety
valve. Similarly , regarding prohlbrtlon some want that there should
bo oomplere pl'Ohlblthl’L In Sweeden, the Government made a law

by which all the Bars were to bc closed by 8 O'clock. What the
They, aﬂer office, mstead of going home went stranght

f people did ?
Af‘ter some time when the house-

to bars for drink nll 8 O'clock.
‘wives found that their husbands . dld! not come home after office

and instead went to the bars they revolted against the law and

_ultimately that.law had: to be; scrapped. . If there is. complet¢ pro-
hibition then there is a revolt,. just- what. has_happened at Gauhati ?

Now take for instance, prostltutlon. “In France what they did ?
They “had the system of checking''thé' veneral diseases “and glvmg
“certificates. Af'ter some timé that 'system was abolished ‘and it was
'found that the disease was mm-easmg. They’ again'"restored' 'the  certi-
“ficate system. So Is happerung in Phlllppmes. ' The ''growth of
vérieral disedsés in Amierica has Jumped very ‘high. Thérefore, these
-iordinance are suggeésted accordifig ‘to the social ‘situdtion.”We have,
‘accordingly, tried 'to' pfovide a safety valve -byintroducing the lottery-
(Voice !z horse 'race).'Horse  racevis dying and practically it has been
Killed by 1 the  “Tir’t » The ' Government of = Mysoré” has ' revived' the
“horse race in' Bangaloré and. 'from this horse race alone the Govern-
ment gets about 5 crores. Therefore, we want to plagiall loopholes

S0 far as gambling is concemed‘

Shnmatl Puslipalata Das 2 * Sir 'if the F inance ' ‘Minister ‘has said it
lmmourously I do not-protest: But'if has said itiseriously that prohibition
had to; be scrappcd in’' Sweeden for ithe housewwes ‘then ' T protest

... Shri Kamakhya: Prasad Tnpal.‘hl I d:d not;, .mean it seriously,
,.samply I was_telling it humourously In our,; society .the  wives
know that the husbands do  not drink.an drinking  is ‘a rarity. But in
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western society the wives know that the husbands drink, and. ulti-
mately the husbands

Shri  Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, the Finance Minister js explaining
a wrong theory. He should take the theory of sublimation. The
evil energies should be channalised in a proper way.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : That was tried by Maharshi. But
unfortunately, the beetters did not accept it. The modern society which
believes in material development has ceased to look towards sublima-

tion. I do not know whether my friend Mr. Phanj Bora will agree
with that or not because effective sublimation is more difficult.

Shri Phani Boera : Sir, I do not agree that some sort of pros-
titution and gambling is necessary. Society can live without prosti-
tution, society can live without gambling. There may be exceptions
but ecxceptions cannot be rules.

Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi : Sir, just now we are dealing
with exceptions. So, what I say is that we have tried to stop the *Tir”
game which had become very dangerous for our society and we have
succeeded in killing the “Tir” game completely. Here Sir, some surrepti-
tious things are going on and we took some steps for this. We
have provided for the lottery—it is a game of chance absolutely.
Anybody who wants to gamble with his lot will have some chance
and as Hon’ble Members remember, this was introduced because
other States were selling the tickets, and only to prevent thesc States
taking away all the money we had to introduce it. and, therefore,
this lottery. I urderstand that everybody is for this and there won’t
be any difficulty in passing it. So far as the amendments are
concerned, we will discuss when these come.

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Now., | put the question. The question
is that the Assam Game and Betting Bill. 1970 be taken into con-
sideration.

(The motion was adopted.)
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Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A.M. Tuesday, the 17th
November, 1970.
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U. Tahbildar
Secretary,
Shillong, Legislative Assembly.
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