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Proceedings of the Second Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of

India Act, 1935
The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on Monday,

the 23rd September, 1946.
PrEsenNT

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chair, six Hon’ble
Ministers and seventy four Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Telephone poles used for American and British Military Lines

Mr. J. S. R. TELFER asked:

2.(a) Are Government aware that a number of the telephone poles which
have been used for American and British Military Lines during the past few years
are now collapsing or in danger of collapsing over the Trunk Road and subsi-
diary roads and cultivated areas in such a way as to form a danger to the public ?

(6) If so, do Government propose te take necessary action to ensure that
this danger is removed by the persons responsible ?

(¢; If not, do Government propose to take steps to enquire into the posi-
tion and act on the reports received ?

+The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY repliced :
2.(a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes, action has been taken.
(¢)—Does not arise.

Mr. C. W. MORLEY . May I enquire of the Hon’ble Minister what action
has been taken ? '

- The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE: The Executive Engineer
has been asked to take immedidate steps to remove the posts which are in a
dangerous position of falling or which have already fallen. Government have
informed Messrs. Allen Berry and Co. to remove those posts and if they refuse
to remove, in that case Government will inform the Director General of Disposal
about the posts. On receipt of his reply, action will be taken in the matter.
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Posting of Armed Police and Military at Digboi during Labour Strike
of 1938-39

iSrijut BIJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI asked :
*69. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of () Armed Police

and (iz) Military that were placed in the Assam Oil Company Area in Digboi in
connection with the Digbhoi Labour Strike in 1938-39 ?

iThe Hon’ble Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee replied the question in the absence of the Hon’ble

Minister in-charge.
1 The Question was put by Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma on authorisation,
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(b) Will Government be pleased to state at whose instance they were
posted there ? 3

(¢) Isita fact that Gove nment sent those Armed Police or Military
at the request of the Assam Oil Company ?

(d) If so, whether the Assam Oil Company have been made liable for
the expenses incurred or not ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state :—(z) for what period, (&) and
for how many occasions these Armed Police and the Military were in Dighboi, in
connection with the Digboi Labour Strike, 1938-39 ?

(f) Will Government be pleased to state what expenses in pay or other-
wise have been incurred for them for the period they were in Digboi, in connec-
tion with the said strike ?

(g) Isit a fact that the Assam Oil Company have not yet paid the
amount due from them on this account ?

(%) If so, do Government propose to take steps to realise the amount
from the said Company without further delay ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS replied :

69. (a)—There were two sections of Armed police, nominally 13 in ecach.
The numbers of Assam Rifles varied from time to time. At the outset there were
two platoons at Dighboi and three at Tinsukia. The maximum number was 264
all ranks. (i) No troops were employed until the end of the strike when the
oilfields were declared a Protected Area by the Central Government, and this
Government have no information about the strength or dispositions.

(b)—The Assam Rifles and Armed Police were provided at the instance
of the Provincial Government.

(¢)—No.
(d)—Does not arise.

(¢)—The strike began on 3rd April 1939 and ended on 5th September
1939. As already stated, the numbers of Assam Rifles varied from time to tip, ;
while the two sections of Armed Police remained throughout ; one of thege secti 7
is the permanent force at Digboi and is paid for by the Company. i

(f)—-The additional expenses involved for police and Assam Rifl
amounted to Rs.43,429-8-0. SN

(£)—The Company bore the cost of transport, but were not required
pay for the cost of these forces, which were shared between the Central Gover L
ment and the Provincial Government for the Assam Rifles in the usual proport'm_
(46: 12) and were re-imbursed by the Central Government as regards the polil(? 5

(A)—Does not arise. :

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : In answer to {a) it has be i

: : { en said
ni:;lberi of Assam Rifles varied from time to time. Will the Hon’hle {/lllﬁt. the
p _ksc €t us know what was the number of Assam Rifles placed for tht-: e

strike at different times during the period ? Digboi
The Homn’ ;
ot han (f onw'ble Mr, BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I cannot give the answer

Srijut SIDDH} NATH

file and give the House the ; SARMA : Wil the Hon’ble Minister look into the

nformation sought for ?

1V
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The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Very well, T will do that.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA.:  With regard to (b), is it the usual practice
of Government to detail Armed Police to protect properties of private “individuals
or companies when such properties are involved in a civil dispute ?

The Hon’ble Mr. I_;A_SANTA‘KUMAR DAS: Itis not really for the pro-
tection of property, but itis for maintenance of law and order. When the ques-
tion of maintenance of law and order arises, Government are to take step.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : What was the reason for deputing the
Armed Forces by Government of its own accord ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: As I said, a report came to
Government from the Company that law and order was in danger, and therefore
the Armed Police were sent. But this thing arose in 1938-39, “so what was the
actual reason, I am not in a position to say now.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : With regard to (¢),is it not a fact that
the Armed Police were deputed at the instance of the Company ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : As far as we knou-f, they were
deputed at the instance of the Company. It may be that the Company informed
the Government that law and order was in danger and Government deputed the

Armed Poli-e.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is it not a fact that the then Hon’ble
Finance Minister, Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, ordered that the Company would
have to pay for the services of the Forces employed at the request of the Company?
Will the Hon’ble Minister look into the file and let us know all about it ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I cannot give the informa-

tion of.hand. I shall look into the file and let the hon. Member know.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: May I know, Sir, the reason why the
Company were not required to pay for the cost of their services if the Forces were
deputed at the instance ot request of the Company ? 2

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Does this question arise,
Sir ? In reply to question No. (¢) 1 ha\_rc sald that therg was no request to depute
the Assam Rifles ; but with regard to this also I have said that I would look into
the file and ascertain if there was really any request from the Company to depute

the Assam Rifles.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: May I know, Sir, whether the same
procedure of sharing the cost between ‘the Central Government and the Provincial
Government in the usual proportion of (46:12) has been in vogue for guarding in
the North-West Frontier for years past ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: With regard to Assam
Rifles, Sir, of course many changes came about during the wake of the War.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Was not the cost of the Assam Rifles borne

by the Government before the War ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: [ do not think, Sir, the
entire cost.
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Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: When the Forces were deputed at the
request of the Assam Oil Company, may I know whether the Assam Oil Com-
pany should not pay their expenses ?

The Hom’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: This is a hypothetical

question, Sir,

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Can the Forces be utilised for siding with

any private company as was done in the case of the Digboi Str ke—such a peaceful
strike as the Digboi Labour Strike ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: T do not understand what
the hon. Member means by ‘siding with any company’. Duty of the Police or
Army would be to give protection and not to side with any party.

For the information of the House I may say that really two Governments
dealt with this matter. The strike and trouble really took place and arose during
the Congress-Coalition Government and all the susbsequent matters were dealt
with by the succeeding Government.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to
inform this Hon’ble House all about this matter during the next Session of this
Assembly ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: But it will be better, Sir,
if the hon. Member tables fresh questions on any of the points he desires to he
enlightened upon.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: I want to know from
Government whether it is a fact that private persons who require the services of
Armed Forces are required to pay the cost necessary for the maintenance of the
Forces so employed by them ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir, that is so.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Why it was not
charged from the Assam Oil Company ?
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has s

- z 3 Ly aid that he
would look into the file as he is not in a position to reply to this questio

Tl.

Report of the Expert Medical Committee
tMaulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN asked :

*70. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Ex
Gc_)mmxt.tee under the Chairmanship of Dr,
mitted its report to Government ?

() If so,do Government : : ' i ‘

. A propose to make available the s of

said report to the members of the Assembly during this Session ? SR glte
(¢) Will Go

the said report ?

: pert Medical
Bidhan Chandra Roy has sub-

vernment be pleased to state whether they have considered

(d) If so, what are thejr findings ?

The Questi P ; =
T Question was put by Maulavi Abdul Hamid on authorisation

\
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

70. (a)—No.
(6)—It will not be possible to do so.
(¢)—No.

(d)—Does not arise.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Does the‘Hon‘ble Minister mean to say that
Government have not received the Report of the Expert Medical Committee ?

The Homn’ble Srijut RAMNATH IDAS: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : If that is so, Sir, then the repiy to question
(b) should have been—¢does not arise’.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Of course the proper answer
should have been—*‘does not arise’.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : Mav we know, Sir, how long it will
take to complete the work of the Committee ?

The Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The Commitiee have finished their
work ; but they have not as yet submitted their report to Government.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH © May I know, Sir, when the Report is
complete whether its copies would be made available for the use of hon. Members?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Tt may so happen that Govern-
ment may have to give effect to some of the recommendations as early as the
Report reaches the Government. Thercfore it may not be possible for Govern-
ment to place the Report before giving effect to some of the recommenda-

tions.

tMaulavi A3DUL HAMID : Will Government be pleased to make the
Report available to the members it and when it is received ?

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : The point is, whether Government will
publish this Report.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: That will be considered, Sir.

tMaulavi ABDUL HAMID : Will Government be pleased to place a copy
in the Library table ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: That point will also be consi-
dered, but I cannot assure the House to do that without giving effect to some of
the recommendations of the Report.

tMaulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: Have Government enquired
as to why the Report is being delayed ?

tSpeech not corrected.
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e

{:5f® The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Perhaps it is known to some of
the hon. Members of the House that the Chairman Dr. B. C. Roy when he was
about to fnish and sign the Report, had to leave Shillong suddenly on
account of the man-killing affair in Calcutta.

tMaulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Do Government
propose to give cffect to those portions of the Report which suit their

purpose ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Evidently.

Allegation against Srijut Haren Deka, Subdivisional Officer,
Golaghat

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHOUDHURY asked :

*71. (a) Is it a fact that lately serious allegations werc made against Srijut
Haren Deka, Subdivisional Officer, Golaghat, that he had disposed of good
saleable cloth worth four lakhs of rupees to interested persons at much reduced
price as damaged goods ?

(b) TIs it a fact that owing to such conduct of the Subdivisional Officer,
acute shortage of cloth was perceived throughout that subdivision and the peo-
ple were deprived of their legitimate quotas ?

(¢) Ts it a fact that representations to this effect were made by respon-
sible persons of Golaghat.

y (d) Did the Government of Assam hold an enquiry into these alle-
gations ?

(e) If so, what has been the result of such inquiry ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE replied :

71. {a)—No allegations from the public have been received but certain
irregularities in the disposal of standard cloth in Golaghat have been brought to
the Government’s notice by its officers and the matter is being enquired into.
So the exact position about the price of the cloth and other points raised cannot

be accurately answered at this stage.

fais is{fu)c—s—.ycs, the people had to suffer to some extent due to the absence of
(¢)—No.
(d)—The enquiry is proceeding.
(¢)—Does not arise at this stage.

Maulavi ABDUL BAR1 CHAUDHURY: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister, how long it will take to complete the enquiry ? |

1The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It will take its usual
course. This much I can say, as I said on previous occasions, in all such
matters Government is very much eager to expedite.

. .Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister, when the enquiry was first started ?

TSpeech not corrected
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TThe Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : It might be a month
and a half that this matter was brought to the notice of the Government and
after that orders were passed that an enquiry should be made.

Commercial Carrying Company (Assam), Limited
iSrijut BEJOY CHANDRA BHAGAVATI asked:

*72. (a) Are Government aware that there is no housing arrangement in the
termination stations for the running staff such as drivers, handymen, etc., of the
Commercial Carrying Company (Assam), Limited ?

(6) If so, what steps do Government propose to take in the matter ?

. (¢) Is it a fact that unskilled labourers, Traffic Coolies, Car-washers,
Greasers, tyremen, sweepers and the ministerial staff except those who are in the
corresponding Branch of the said Company do not get any holiday and are to
work fur 365 days of the year ?

(d) Ifso, do Government propose to take necessary steps to prescribe
holidays for them ?

[ (¢) Is it a fact that there is no Provident Fund for the employees of the
said Company ?

(f) Ifso, do Government propose to take necessary steps to introduce
this system at an early date ?

(g) Isit a fact that the Lorry Drivers of the said Company are to work
from 12 to 16 hours a day without any extra allowance ?

(h) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to reduce their
hours of work ?

(1) Isit a fact that the employees of the said Company have no security
of service and their services are dispensed with at the pleasure of the Officers of
the Company ?

(7) Do Government | ropose to take steps to frame Rules to ensure
security of service for the employees of the said Company who have served for a
prescribed period ?

(k) Is it a fact that there is no pay scale for the employees of the said
Company ?

’ (/) Do Government piopose to take steps to introduce a pay scale for
them ?

*73. (a) Are Government aware that the workers of the Commercial Carry-
ing Company (Assam), Limited and the United Motor Transport Company,
Limited have an Union and that it is duly registered under the Trade Unions
Act ?

(b) Isit a fact that the Companies have not recognised this Union even
now ?
(¢) Do Government propose to ask the Companies to recognise the Union?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replied :

72, (a)—Government understand that there is housing accommodation at
Sythet. There is a room tor meals of running staff at Gauhati and at Shillong :
running staff are allowed to occupy other adjacent room to this,

(b)—The Company will be asked to examine the problem. ‘At Shillong
Jack of space in the yard is an obstacle.
(¢)—Yes.

T8peech not corrected il
1The Question was put by Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma on authorisation,
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(d)—The matter will be taken up in connection with the Code of rules-
for service which the Company is preparing.

(¢) & (f)—The Company has undertaken to establish a Provident Fund
with effect from the 1st September 1946,

(g)—No. Workis so arranged that no employee is required to work
more than eight hours in a day.

(h)—Does not arise.
(1) &€ (j)—Insecurity of service having been made the subject of a dis-
pute, the Company has undertaken to introduce a Code of service rules.

‘ (k) & ({)—The Company has also undertaken to introduce a pay code
with effect from October 1246. /

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Do Government mean that there is no
housing accommodation at Shillong and Gauhati ?

iThe Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: No, not worth the
name.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Will Government insist on (he
Company that it should arrange housing as:comlnodatmn in the neighbourhood
of the Company’s Shillong and Gauhati stations ?

1The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The first part of the
answer is cle.r. I cannotsay anything about Gauhati. So far as Shillong is
concerned, Government have tried to secure some land just adjacent to their
office and workshop.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No question of acquistion
of renting.

1The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It is known to one
and all that it is very difficult to get houses in Shillong. Even the Chair
had to experience some difficulty in getting houscs for the Members. Govern-
ment have full sympathy and wil see that something is done. They wil see
that these difficulties are surmounted.

- Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : May I know whether the Hon’ble Ministe
will insist on the Company to have that accommodation ? r

i{The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQKERJEE: It is a
formality. The effect will be practically the same. Just mild languag

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

73. (a)—VYes.
(6)—No.
(¢)—Does not arise.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is it a fact that the Company haye
recognis=d this Union even now ? e

TThe Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : No, it is not 4 fact
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Do I understand that the Company has

; it is the question

question of
e.

recognised this Union.

{The Hon'ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Yes, Sir ; nece;sarily

- SR Sl Sy
TeSpeech not corrected, ol
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)
(Further Supplementaries on Unstarred Question No.24871)

Burning down of viflages in Baghpuri area in the Mangaldai Subdivision

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

1248. (a) Is it a fact that the immigrant villages in the Baghpuri area in the Mangaldai Sub-
division were recently set on fire by orders of the Goverament of Assam and that all the villages
were burnt to ashes ?

; (6) Will Government be pleased to state who issued sucn orders of burning down of
entire villages and whether there was any Cabinct Decision over the matter ?

(¢) Isitafact that the inhabitants of village Miamari have been served with notices
by the Subdivisional Oficer, Maingaldai, to the effect that they will be evicted from their
houses and holdings during the current rainy seasoa inspite of ths assurances by Government to
the contrary ?

(d) Isit a fact that over extensive areas in thé Mangaldai Subdivision ripe standing
crops were allowed to be destroyed by receat flood and that the cultivators were not permitted
to harvest the same ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state why they did not make their own arrangement
for harvesting the crop in such peculiar circumstances ?

(f) Isitafact thatthe growers who attempted to save such crops from destruction by
flood were arrested under Section 3¢9, Indian Penal Code ? .

(g Is it a fact that on the z3:d of Juae last a procession of 22 elephants were led to the
immigrant villages from the Mangaldai towa and maiss destruction of villages was under-
taken ?

. (k) Isica fac: that Congress Volunteers also accompanied the procession with bands
and slogans ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI replied :

248. (a)—The encroachers within the Baghpari group of Provisional Grazing Reserves (viz.s
Baghpuri, Kharpuri, Hatipani and Missimari) who wers not protected under paragraph 7 of the
Government Resolutioa of July, 1943 were evicted from the 29th April, 1916. The encroichers
were allowed to pull down or remove their thatched house:, and the houses of those who did not do
so were pulled down; but they were allowed time to remove the materials. Some of them did not re-
move heir materials and these were several days afterwards set on fire as re-encroachers attempted
to utilise the materials for erecting new huts. Out of 866 families evic!:e_d, materials of the houses
of 36 families altogether were set on fire by the order of the Subdivisional Officer, with the ap-
proval of the Deputy Commissioner as there was no purchaser to buy or remove these materials
which were of a very flimsy nature. 164 persons who were evicted in April and May last re-cn-

" croached the Professional Grazing Reserves being encouraged by the President of the Assam Provin-

cial Muslim League ‘and other outsiders, by constructing skcleton huts and ekchalas with the old
materials of the houses in the first part of June 1946 in the places from where they had been evicted.
Th se were generally unoccupied huts and were demolished and the materials set on fire. I'he ﬂlfnsy
materials of about 99 huts and ekch s after being pulled dowa a .d after allowing sufficient time
for removal by the encroachers were destroyed by fire during the operation extending over seve-
ral days so that the materials could not be used again for re-erection of similar structures and the
remaining 65 huts were rcr_novcd by the encroachers themselves.

(6)—Does not arise. ;

(¢)—A general notice was served in the E-Iat_ by. bzat pf' drum that t.he -encroacllers _wo_u].d
be evicted during next cold weather and that any objection might be filed in time by the indivi-
dual encroachers. ;

(d)—No. It is hswever, true that when the 994 suddently came about 9th July fast, it
caused considerable damange to the standing crops of the Chapari areas of the Subdivision in-
cluding that of the protected encroachers. Eycn Lh_e unpmtccted' encroachers of the Professional
Grazing Reserves were permitted, on application with undertaking not to trespass, to harvest
their confiscated crops and there was not a single case of refusal of permission to harvest. ;

(e)—Arrangements to harvest or otherwise dispose of the standing crops were being
made when the flood came and destroyed not fmly the conﬁscntm'l but . the unconfiscated crops nI?
the protected encroachers also in the Ghapari and other low-lying riverain areas of Mangaldai

Subdivision. s y :
(f)—No. There has not been aay prosecution under Section 379, Indian Penal Code

the flood.
s (g) & (h)—No. The allegations arc absolutely unfounded.



1638 QUESTIONS [23rD SkPT.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: OQuestions  Unstarred—Suplementary
questions on qiestion No. 248.

Maulavi ABDUL BARLI CHAUDHURY : In regard to (¢), Sir, the question
was ‘“Is it a fact that the inhabitants of village Miamari have heen served
with notices by the Subdivisional Officer, Mangaldai, to the effect that they
will be evicted from their houses and holdings during the current rainy season
inspite of the assurances by Government to the contrary.” The reply is “A
general notice was served in the Hat by beat of drum that the encroachers
would be evicted during next cold weather and taat any objection might be
filed in time by the individual encroachers”.  Now my question is, Sir,
whether it is a fact that inspite of the notice that cviction would be carried
out during the next cold weather the inhabitants of this particular village were
evicted during the rainy season.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: Sir, no eviction took place
as far as this area was concerned. There are two bl_ocks one inside the Professional
Grazing Rescrves and the other outside the .Pro_lesswnal Grazing Reserves, Notice
was given for submitting applications and objections so that enquiry may be started
and people could come and submit any petition to enable the officer to complete
the enquiry before the cold weather.

Mavlavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether any prosecution was made before the flood  took
place ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, this is very vague. The
hon. Member has not mentioned the place of prosecution—whether it took place at
Goalpara, Dhubri or at Dibrugarh.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : In the same question, Sjr.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am speaking of the Supplementary
Question. You have not mentioned any place.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Very well, Sir, I shall reform -
the question.  Sir, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in
the village Bagpuri any prosecution was undertaken before the flood took
place...... ? 3

The Hon’lble the SPEAKER : There might have heen many prosecutions
but what is your definite question ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : The question rclates to (d), (¢)
and (f). Question (d) is: “Is it a fact that over extensive arcas in the
Mangaldai Subdivision ripe standing crops were allowed to be destroyed by
recent flood and that the cultivators were not permitted to harvest the same 2’
Then (e) reads: <Will Government be pleased to state why they did ,n‘m
make their own arrangement f{or harvesting the crop in such peculiar it
tances P’ and then (/) “Isita fact that the growers who attempted to sa\;e
such crops from destruction by flood were arrested under Section 379, Indian
Penal Code ?* The reply is: ““No. There has not been any ])r(;S(!Cuti:)n
under Section 379, Indian Penal Code after the flood.” My Supplementary
Question is  whether any prosecution was undertaken just on .thc ‘“Vc(o{‘
the flood ?
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'f he Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: If the hon. Member means
prosecution under Section 379 then that information I have not got at present
with me but there were some cases, I know, before the: flood for violating the
orders under Section 144. But whether there was any prosecution under

Section 379, I am not aware.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Regarding (e); Sir, is it a fact,
Sir, that crops were ripe for harvesting long before the flood took place
and may [ know why no arrangement was made to harvest these crops before

they were washed away ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, my friend is really
considering that all the fields become ripe all at once. There may be patches
here and there which were ripe. Arrangement was made to harvest them
and even the encroachers were given an opportunity to harvest them on
giving an undertaking that they would not re-enter the land.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, is it not a fact that certain
people excited the evicted people to re-encroach the Reserve 2

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: Yes, definitely itisa fact.

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Are Government : aware that vile
propaganda against Government is going on in Mangaldai on eviction affairs ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: Yes, it is definitely so.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon, Member is firing questions and
the Hon’ble Minister has gone on replying but what is the relevancy ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: Thereis referehce, Sir, in
the question on account of subsequent re-encroachement and that is why he is

putting these questions.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: With regurd fo (g) and (&), Sir, the
reply is ¢“No. The allegations are absolucely unfounded.” May I know, Sir,

what is the source of this reply ?

The ion’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI : Sir, 1 had been to the
locality. 'The Deputy Clommissioner came to the locality, the Supcrmtendept
i isited the locality, I also met large number of public men in

of Police also vi :
the locality, even some of the Muslim Leaguers were present there but even they

did not come forward with any complaint of the nature mentioned in
Questions (g) and (4).

Lady students of the Bgrry-Wlu'te Medical School
- Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR asked :

facilities are there for

249. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what
for residence

the lady students of the Berry-White Medical School in Dibrugarh

in hostel ?
(b) Are Government aw. re of the feeling that the present arrangement

:n rented house for residence of lady students is wholly inadequate and undesir-
able from the point of view of privacy and safety of the boarders ?
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(¢) Are Government aware that a malfa and female studf:nt,s were Latcly
expelled from the school for gross misbehaviour in the Iac:ly s_tudcnts hostel ? 5

(d) Do Government propose to make full enquiry into the matter anc
take adequate measures against those who were responsible for the laxity of dis-
cipline in the hostel ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

249. (a)—Two new buildings with accommodation for 16 girlsin a suitable
site just opposite to the quarter of the Superintendent of the hostel have been
taken over newly for residence of girl students. -

(b)—Government having been aware of some defects in the hostel
under the previous arrangement thought [it to make the new arrangement_
—Yes.
gi))_.G(:vernmgnt already made inquiry into the matter. Thg: Matron
who was found responsible has been dismissed and a new Matron appointed.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir, may I know
from the Hon’ble Minister, with regard to answer to question (¢) the names of
the students who were expelled from the hostel ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, I do not exactly remember
the names of the students.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Sir, may I know from the Govern-
ment if it is a fact that the new arrangement is also not suitable as there is no
fencing so far as I know on the back side.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : There is fencing on the back side
but there is no fencing on the front side.

Srijut LAKSHIDHAR BORAH : Not even on thg two other sides, Sir, that
15, there is no fencing on three sides.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, that may be a fact.
Srijat DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Will the Hon’ble Minister make

arrangement for fencing ?

The Hon'ble Srijur RAMNATH DAS: The present arrangement is not
unsuitable, Sir.

Recognition of Labour as a separate Community
Srijut CHANOO KHERIA asked -

250. Will Government be pleased to state w'rh_ethcr they propose to recognise
Labour as S€parate community in matterspolitical ?

The Hon’hble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

250.—As a new Constituti n is going to be framed by the Constituent

Assembly, it is difficult to anticipate how the political adjustments woyuld be
forrr!ed as a result of that Constitution. But judging by the present standard it is
possible to anticipate that in any future constitution Labour will find

representation and Government will always be prepared to recognise Jaho
to franchise and representation,

adequate
ur’s right
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Tols affiliated under the Assam Sanskrit Board
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

251. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Tols in the Province affiliated under the Assam

Sanskrit Board in the years 1943, 1944 and 1945 ?

‘b) The amount of money spent as (i) scholarships to successful candi-
dates and (ii) rewards or aid to Adhyapaks during the three
years?

(¢) The average amount of money spent under the said two heads for
an afliliated Tol during the said three years ?

(d) Whether Government propose to raise the amount of the annual
grant made to the Assam Sanskrit Board so asto enable the
Board to spend more money in aid of Tols ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

252. Are Government aware—
(@) That the aid given to Adhyapaks of Tols is dependent upon the

results of examinations of the Assam Sanskrit Board ?

(b) That as results of examinations are not always upto the standard
the rewards received by Adhyapaks are unsteady and renowned
and meritorious Pandits are often deprived of rewards for want
of good pupils and as such good Tols get extinct ?

(¢) That this state of affairs cause great hardships to large m mber of

Tols ? ;

953. If the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, do Govern-
ment propose to start a number of model Tols receiving a certain monthly aid

irrespective of rewards earned by the Adhyapaks ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

251, (a)—1943-44 - ... 215
1944-45 217
1945-46 228

h)—Amount of money spent under the heads—,
(2) Rewards or aids to

(1) Scholarship to successful
" candidates. Adhyapaks.
Rs. Rs.
1943-44 4,042 11,930
1944-45 3,803 12,011
1945-46 3,439 16,512
(c)—Average expenditure for the last three years under the above two
heads :—
Rs. Rs.
3,761 3 13,484

giving an average pay of Rs. 6-8-0 per month per Tol.

(d) & (e)—The matter is under consideration of Government.
252. (@) & (b)—Yes.

(¢)—No complaint as to hardship has been received.
953,—The matter is under consideration of Government.
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Intermediate Islamic College a¢ Hamidabad

MauJavi ABDUL HAI asked :

254. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether any stipend has been
awarded to any student passing from the Intermediate Islamic College of Hami-
dabad ?

(b) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

254. (a)—No student has been awarded .any scholarship.
(b)—Because no student from this institution could compete for a
scholarship upto 1945, This vear, of course a student secured scholarship marks

but as he 1s not a native of the Province he is not entitled to scholarship under
the rules.

Qualification of an Assistant Sub-Inspector of Schools
Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY asked :

255. (a) Wili Government be pleased to state whether qualification of an
Assistant Sub-Inspector of Schools is Matriculation plus Normal Third year ?
(b) If so, whether there is any one in this Cadre who is not so qualified ?
(¢) Do Government propose to replace such person or persons by suit-
able person or persons adequately qualified for this job ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

255. (a)—There is no fixed standard of qualification for appointment to the
Posts of Assistant Sub-Inspectors. From 3rd Year Normal passed and Matriculate
to Graduates all are eligible for the posts.

(b)—No.

(¢)—Does not arise in view of the reply given at () above.

Provincialisation of the office of the Assam Sanskrit Board
Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY asked :

256. Are Government aware that a resolution requesting Governmen for
immediate Provincialisation of the Office of the Assam Sanskrit Board wag adopted
unanimously at the Kamakhya Session of the Assam Sanskrit Association held o
the 17th December, 1945, and was forwarded to the Director of Public Instruction
Assam by the President-Secretary, Assam Sanskrit Board? ;

257. (a) Are Government aware that a resolution requesting Government to
Shlf:t the Office of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Sanskrit Fq
cation, Assam), as also of the Office of the Assam Sanskrit Board from Sy u-
§:I'u]]on_g was adopted unanimously a: the Kamakhya Session of }0 As kg
ila)qnsk[nt Asgfocil?tion held on the 17th December, 1945, and was forwarded (g g?}?;

irector i i ; D e
Sandllih Bgard?ubhc Instruction, Assam by the lremdent-bucretary, Assam

K (_b) Is it a fact that a resolution for the immediate shiftine -
of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Sanskrit Edug;ti?)f;] e Office
also of the Office of the Assam Sanskrit Board from Sylhet to Shillong w e
unanimously adopted by the Prachin Kamrup Brahman Samaj.an'};l \as recc(l]n]l}{
forwarded to the authorities concerned by the Secretary to the said .‘Samajv?as ik

N\
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- f{e) Ifso, whataction have the Government taken or they propose to
take in the matter?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATE. BARDOLQI replied :

256.—Yes. )
257. (a)——Yes.
(b)—BDoes not appear to have been received the resolution.
- (¢e)—The matter of shifting the office of the Assistant Director of Public
Instruction for Sanskrit Education and that of the Assam Sanskrit Board is under
consideration.

Damage to Cocoanut trees by insects
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

258. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received
information to the effect that of late some kind of insects are causing great
damage to cocoanut trees by eating up the leaves in various parts of the Kamrup
District, particuiarly in the town of Gauhati ?

(b) Are Government aware that this pest is causing immense loss to

growers of cocoanuts in the said District ?
(¢) 1’0 Government propose to investigate into this matter and take

immediate steps for the prevention of such mischief ?

The Hon’bile Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

258. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to (¢), will the
Government  be pleased to let us know whether any particular officer has been

engaged to investigate into the allegations ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: ‘'T'he answer
is-already there: Yes”.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : 1 wanted to know whether any
officer has been specially engaged to investigate into this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How many cocoanut trces are there at
Gauhati to justify appointment of a Special Officer ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Iam speaking of the whole of
Assam, Sir. I have mentioned Gauhati to give an instance as it will be very
convenient for the oflicers of the Department at least to go to Gauhati and see
for themselves the condition under which the growers have been placed. I may
also mention that the village Hajo, from which the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
comes, has been severely affected by these insects.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: This is the
frst time that the hon. Member has brought this fact to the notice of the
Government. But unless we can train a man specially for this purpose, the
suggcstion of the hon. Questioner cannot be implemented.
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I want to know whether Govern-
ment have been pleased to employ any particular officer to investigate into the
matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The reply was that an officer will have to
be trained, as this i1s a new matter.

_ Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do we understand that there is
not a single officer in the present staff of the Agriculture Department who can
undertake such investigation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR B The
answer is there, Sir. The question was “Do Government propose to investigate
into this matter and take immediate steps for the prevention of such mischief”’ ?
The answeris “Yes”.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Will the Hon’bie Minister please try to
appreciate the question of the hon. Questioner ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, I wanted to know definitely
whether Government have, in view of the nature and extent of the mischief,
engaged any special officer to investigate into the matter ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Not yet, Sir.

*Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY: May I know from the
hon. Questioner whether by ‘“insects” he means also ‘ Kerketuas® ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is no procedure to elicit information
f‘r(.)n:l the hon_ Quesﬁoncr' Th(: p[‘OCCduTﬁ is that ﬂ.]l il’lr()rmation Should be
elicited from the Government.

s Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: In that case T would be compel-
(ﬁ to request the Hon’ble Speaker to make my hon. Friend, Srijut Chau-
ury understand whether kerkefuas fall under the category of insects.

: anP?ulavi ABDUL HAMID: May I inform Government, Sir, that there .
tr(:cv. ;]"l“:ﬂologlst whose services T and others requisitioned ? He treated my
5, € also treated the trees of many other gentlemen at Sylhet.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Where does he stay ?
Maulavi ABDUY, HAMID : At Sylhet, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the question relates to Gauhati,

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Will the hon.

o uestion i
enlighten the House about the name of the insect so that w - glkidly

¢ may be careful ?
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Iam sorry I canno

hon. Friend because I do n
I had 1o seek red
g0t experts.

£8 t oblige m
ot know the name of the insects, anq that E whs)(;

ress from the Agriculture Department | which must have
IR e
e L :

*Speech not corrected
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Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has
been left out of the picture.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The discussion has digressed, bat I am
permitting several g iestions because cocoanut forms an  important item of
food.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: All I want Government to do is
that they should take early steps- to check this mischief created by these
insects.

Th: Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: As this relates to
food, I can assurs the hon. Member that the hest available man in the
Departmentof Agriculture will be deputed to look into the matter.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I thank the Government very much

for this kind assurance.

Allegations against the Deputy Commissioner and Additional District
Magistrate of Sylhet

Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA asked:

259. (a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the proceedings
of a public meeting held at Golapganj on the 27th March last, particularly to the
spcech of Maulavi A. Hamid Choudhury, ex-m.L.c., wherein he made Serious
allegations against the Deputy Commissioner and the Additional District Magis-
trate, Sylhet ?

(b} Do Government propose to investigate into those allegations ?

(¢) Tsit a fact that an enquiry is now being held by the Deputy Com-
missioner against the conduct of the Additional District Magistrate, Sylhet on a
petition by some of the Additional District Magistrate’s neighbours ?

(d) Are Government aware of the public feeling that for obvious reasons

such inquiries ought not to be held by the "immediate superior of the accused

officer ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied:

259. (a)-—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—The enquiry has already been completed by the Deputy Com-
missioner, Sylhet.

(d)—Government are prepared to accept that in some cases such a
course is better avoided, but it is not always possible to find a better person o

hold the enquiry.

shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: With regard to (¢), what is the result
of the enquiry ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: T have not as yet been n
posscssion of the result, >



~
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*Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir, I put some
questions regarding the same matter. My question i1s numbered 3131. May
I be allowed to put some supplementary questions now ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: All right.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 think, Sir, the Hon’ble
Home Minister will be able to give details of the replies much better than I
shall be able to do. He may therefore please reply to these questions.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Which enquiry does the
hon. Member refer to ? Against the Deputy Commissioner or the Additional

District Magistrate ?

*Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: Against the Additional District
Magistrate, Sir.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: The result is that the
Deputy Commissioner has reported that the allegations arc all false and he
has recommended prosecution of some persons under Section 182, Indian

Penal Code.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED .CHOWDRY: Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister stated that the Deputy Commissioner recommended for prosecution of

those persons who had made false allegations against this Government officer.
P

May I know what steps Government propose to take in that recommendation !

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: There arc some difficulties
in the way of Government undertaking a prosecution under Section 182, Indian
Penal Code. The thing is, Sir, that allegations against this Government officer
were lodged with the Commissioner of Divisions. The Commissioner will have to
lodge the complaint, and if a prosecution is started it will take a long time to
conclude it for various reasons. Complainants said that many of the witnesses
were not examined by the Deputy Commissioner and they may insist on their
examination in a prosecution under Section 182, Indian Penal Code. It may be
also that in a prosecution under Section 182, Indian Penal Code, the Magistrate

*Speech not corrected.

ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE ADDITIONAL DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF
SYLHET

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY asked:

7313, (a) Ts it a fact that an enquiry under orders of Government was held Betthe
Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, regarding certain allegations made against Maulavi Syed Nabib
Ali when he was Additional Deputy Commlssaoncr,d Sylhet ? A0

(b) If so, will Government be piecased to lay on the table ‘copies g
report submitted by the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, in that connection p? of the enquiry
(¢) What ac‘ion, fany, has been taken by Government ip the matter ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

313, (a)—The attention of the hon. Member is invited to (he :
Unstarred Questions No. 259(a)—(d) asked by Shri Abala Kantg Gupt PR KO U0
Session, The enquiry was ordered by the Commissioner. P, M. L. A, at this

(b) and (¢)-—Government will consider these matters o .
ale b 2 i 5 o - b I Nel el . s
petition on which the enquiry was "held, and for which they haye Callledl“mpl of the original
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concerned would have to come down from Jorhat to attend the Sylhet Court very
often for the prosecution dislocating his duties at Jorhat, However, Government
are considering the question.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Do Government
realise that they should protect their officers when such kinds of false and baseless
allegations are made ? »

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Certainly, it is the duty of
the Government to protect their officers when such false ailegations are made.

"~ *Shri ABALA KANTA GUPTA: Sir, will Government make an enquiry
about the allegations that the Deputy Commissioner was partial to the Additional
District Magistrate ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Of course, there are allega-
tions that the complainants brought witnesses {or several days to Sylhet Court,
but the Deputy Commissioner did not examine all those witnesses and so they
went back but were required to come again. There were no allegations against
the Deputy Commissioner questioning his impartiality.

Distribution of Saries and Dhuties and sale of Umbrellas and food-stuffs
in Sunamganj Subdivision

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED asked :

260. (¢) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Saries and
Dhuties distributed from the special quota to the Muslims and the Hindus respec-
tively of Sunamganj Subdivision during the last three months on special represen-
tation to the Subdivisional Officer, Sunamganj ?

(b) Isit afact that on 7th June 1946, one Babu Kumod Ranjan
Goswami of Sunamganj was allowed by the Subdivisional Officer to purchase at a
time from the Trading Company, Sunamganj 31 yards of mill-made shirting
cloth ?

(¢) If so, what was the special consideration for allowing such a big
quantity at a time to a particular individual ?

(d) Whether any such special consideration was shown to any other
persons either before or after the aforesaid date ?

(¢) If so, when and for whem and on what occasion ?

(f) Isita fact that the said Babu Kumod Ranjan Goswami, as a retailer
was allowed by the Subdivisional Officer to sell in Sunamganj marset umbrellas
at an excess rate of anmas eight on the retail price of each ?

3 (g) Isit a fact that the retail dealers in food-stuff in Sunamganj town
formerly were allowed to enjoy the benefit of the quota of flour and sugar for
sweetmeats by turn month by month ? X

(h) Isita fact that the present Subdivisional Officer all on a sudden
discontinued the former practice and inspite of representation from the other
dealers, allowed the said Babu Kumod Ranjan Goswami the entire quota of flour
and sugar permanently ?

(7) If so, what were the special reasons for doing so ?

*Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

260. (a)— There is no record in the office to show the number of Saries and
Dhuties issued from the special quota to Hindus and Muslims of this Subdivision
separately.

Four hundred and thirty-five pairs of Saries and 375 pairs of Dhuties were
issued to the people of this Subdivision on special representation as special quota
during the last three months. £

(6)—No.
(¢)—Does not arise.

(d) & (e)—Special consideration was shown to Khan Sahib Maulavi
Mudabbir Hussain Choudhury, B.rL., M.L.A., ex-Minister, Maulavi Munawwar
Ali, B.A., LLB., M.L.A_, ex-Minister, and some other persons whose. names are
not traceable now before the said date on the occasion of religious festivals.

( f)—1It is not a fact.

(g)—No.

(k) & (i)—The free ration supplier of Sunamganj town stopped supply
of freeration and rice at concession rate on the ground that the margin allowed
by the Government did not cover the expenses of supplying the same. - There are
five Wholesalers of food-stuff in this town for issue of food-stuff to retailers. Each
of them has a quota fixed for this purpose. In addition to this each of them used
to get a quota of sugar and flour for supply to registered sweetmeat dealers by
rotation every month. These wholesalers were asked to supply free ration
and rice at concession rate when free ration supplier stopped supply. They
refused to do this. They on the other hand combined in order to force the
Government to raise the margin. Other dealers were also tried but they did not
agree to take up the supply of free ration, etc. Babu Kumod Ranjan Goswami
agreed to supply free ration, etc., if he was given also the above mentioned
addition quota of sugar and flour for sweetmeat dealers so that he may not have
to incur loss. He was accordingly appointed free ration supplier and also
allowed the additional quota of sugar and flour to sweetmeat dealers in order to
ensure regular supply of free ration and rice at concession rate to Goverament
servants without causing inconvenience to them.

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED : Sir, will Government take it
from me that only 100 pairs of Saries and 75 pairs of Dhoties were distributed
to the Muslims out of the 435 pairs of Saries and 375 patirs of Dhoties though
Muslims in that Subdivision are overwhelmingly in majority ?

The Honm’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, may I

be
enlightened by the hon. Questioner on what occasion that special issue of quota
was made ?

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: On special representation
those people for the purpose of marriages, etc. 4
The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I am now in » position
to reply to that question, Sir, Supposing in a place 100 marriages took place
:cmd out of them 75 were in Hindu families and 25 in Muslim families, Nat}umll ;
in such a case the issue of quota to the Muslims was less, S

Maulavi ARDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: Ma infor |
ol . : ay I inform the Hon’bl
Minister that there were more marriages in the Muslim familjes th-s:rc.1L ks

__..—'-b"._u_
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDAYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, thisisa contro-
versial matter. So if the hon. Member writes to me, certainly I will try to make
things right. It is my assurance that Government will give serious consideration
to this matter. ;

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Sir, in reply (d) itis said that special consi-
deration was shown to Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury, B.L.,
M.L.A., Ex-Minister, Maulavi Munawwar Ali, B.A., LL.B., M.LA., Ex-Minister, and
some other persons whose rames are not traceable. Now, may I know why the
names of other gentlemen could not be traced when the names of these two
gentlemen could be traced ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am trying to get the
names of other gentlemen. I am still pursuing the matter. The names of other
gentlemen are not available in my file, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister will please

make enquiry.

i The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, I have said
that,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Probably it was due to the outstanding
personality of these two gentlemen that their names could be supplied.

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, may I know why special
consideration was given to Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain when he is not a Member
of Legislative Assembly of that Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Most probably he
went to that Subdivision in some other connection and tried to get special consi-
deration there while he failed to get his requirement in his own Subdivision
(Habiganj). That might be the reason.

Tood and cloth rations for the Children of Tea Garden Labourers

Srijut DALRIR SINGH LOHAR asked :

261. Will Government be pleased to state whether they contemplate to
move the tea-garden authorities in order to secure for the children of the tea
garden labourers adequate food and cloth rations at concession rates?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

261.—The whole question will be discussed at a conlerence to be held with
representatives of employers and employees in the Tea Industry and other
welfare works and Government propose (o take necessary action thereafter on
the basis of the Rege Report.

Supply Department at Dhubzri

Srijut SANTOSH KUMAR BARUA asked :

262. (a) Is it a fact that the local Supply Department at Dhubri has
lately issued order restricting open sale of salt at a lower rate than the price
fixed by Government?

*Speech not corrected.,
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(b) If so, does not this measure force the public to pay more when they
could get salt at cheaper rate?

(¢) Is it a fact that the purchase of a quantity of salt has been made
compulsory for the sale of kerosene oil to the public in the control shops?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE replied :

202. (a)—The Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara has not issued nor was it
necessary to issue such orders as he. received no complaints of open sale of salt
at a lower rate.

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—Yes, in order to save the Government from heavy loss for non-disposal
of Government salt the wholesalers only were instructed so by the Deputy
Commissioner. The practice has been stopped since.

Maulavi M, IDRIS ALI: Sir, may Iknow from the Hon’ble Minister
whether there is any restriction for selling salc at lower rate ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, at present.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. We shall now pass on to

the next item.

Discussion on statement r¢ : Publication of distorted Report of Assembly
Proceedrngs in certain Newspapers

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before
we go to the next item [ may be allowed to revert to the point of privilege, that
I raised the other day, and refer to a serious distortion and mischievous report
in the two Calcutta dailies, of the proceedings on the floor of this House. I refer
to the discussions on the food debate and certain statements made by hon. Mem-
ber, Maulavi Mayeenud-Din Ahmed Chowdry. I bauded in the papers over to
you, Sir, so that you could see for yourself whether these are true reports regarding
the bproceedings of this House, I am placing before the House that portion from
the Anands Bazar Patrika of the 18th September. The offending portion runs thus :

92 TP SO i Afier g e o ate e st “Afem =i
A5 FTH ©f Awitziean s Seadcaiy

There is absolutel
report as there wa
Again it says—

Y 10 justification for the words that have been used in this
S no withdrawal of the statement made by the hon., Member.
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This is also absolutely false. The hon. Member did not ask for 20 Gy
but you, Sir, were pleased to give time till the next day to submit his list of names
secretly to vou so that you can pass it over to the Hon’ble Premier.

Then again it says

IS OIS s v s fafen @@ AfeAiEe o3 s
TSt AlealT T ot At wife sfice ea= a12 1"
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This is another false statement. Again it says—

“9% 9 AT A AAtwE aeiveE Squle wena Tgel 220s
fafw 2 =t Ftem w3 ot fratags 1°

This is also absolutely wrong. - Then again—
“F2I09 Atet we Tened wged ¢ Aftes z3alte T gifm 17

It must be in the remembrance of the hon. Members of the House, under
what circumstances the Hon’ble Speaker proposed to expunge certain portions
from the speech of the hon. Member. Sir, you were pleased even to suggest
that the House should be adjourned so that the matter could be discussed
between myse'f, as the Leader of the Opposition, and my Friend, the Hon’ble
the Premier  Again it says—

‘ST AAITE FE T OMOIT TSI 92 THgH SrSid izl F1 FIEE A EE
_._P_! f% ?n

It is bene:ath our disnity to complain ahout this ; for, nothing better or more
courteous language can be expected from a rag of this repute. The report of
the Amrita Bazar Patrlka is no less offensive. In continuation of the editorial,
issued in the paper of 18th September, this paper’s statement is this—¢But the
crowning instance of the League’s standard of puplic behaviour was provided in
the Assam Legislature where a League stalwart brought serious charges of bribery
and corruption against some of the Congress legislators whom he took care not
to name in the House.” :

How the entire Organisation can come in for the statement by one hon.
Member, on the floor of the House, 1 fail to see. The report is cbviously a
distortion in order to bring the great Muslim Organisation into dis-repute for
certain political purposes. It says—*“The Speaker asked him to name the persons
concerned in secret to him by a specified time but this gallant gentlemen turned
tail and could not divulge his secret information even to the Speaker.”” This is
also absolutely false. The hon. Member rose up to substantiate his allegation
and I also stated before the House, on three separate occasions, on the same day,
that the Member is prepared to substantiate his allegation fully ; but in order
to preserve amity and good-will among the Members and in order not to increase
bitterness in the country between the two great communities, I prevented him
from placing that matter on the floor of the House, but I was willing to place it
in the hands of the Hon’ble Prime Minister for his attention and action in the
matter. Then again—‘‘That the League’s malicious cry of injustice to the
Muslims in the non-League Provinces is ridiculously false is provided by the fact
that when confronted with a challenge to cite definite i-stances, its charges vanish
into thin air. Thisis, to say the least. pathetically dishonest”. [ can put the
same term that the statement made here by the paper is blatantly dishonest.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on a previous occasion, if I remember aright, in 1937, a
similar matter came to the notice of the House. Certain paper produced
distorted version of what the then Hon’ble Speaker, the present Home Minister,
ruled on the floor of the House. I do not ]’lkc to take up the time of the House
by reading in-extenso, from what the Hon’ble M: Das said on that occasion. I
will simply refer them to the ruling from ‘A Selection f(rom the Decisions of the
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Chair illustrative of the procedure of the House drawn from the Sessions of 1937
to 1945.° I think the volume is probably with each hon. Member and the special
repert is to be found at pages 157 to 160, item No.216. Here the Hon’ble Speaker
said that the report in the paper was a gross travesty ofwhat had happened in
the House and that it was certainly unwarranted, and the hon Members were
quite justified in saying that the privileges of the House against such breaches
were maintained. We were giving latitude to the representatives of the various
newspapers for giving publication to the proceedings of the House and the House
would be quite justified to take such steps as to stop this gross violation of the
privileges of the House.

So, [ submit, Sir, that suitable action be taken in this matter, as was done
by your predecessor as early as 1937. I will leave to you, Sir, the step that will
be most suitable on the present occasion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Which portion does the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition refer 1o, I want to go through it.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Well, itis a distortion.
At the top of page 159 of ‘Assam Legislative Assembly—A Selection [rom the
Decisions of the Chair illustrative of the procedure of the House drawn from the
Sessions of 1937-45" the Speaker said. “If there be such writings, il there be
such comments against the impartiality, of the Chair, certainly all this would
constitute breaches of the privilege of the House. Perhaps the hon. Members
know what is the rule with regard to similar matters which is observed in the
mother of Parliaments. Breaches of the privilege of the Parliament arc
punishable by law in the United Kingdom. .

There are also several other ways in which action against breaches ol the
privilege of Parliament are severely dealt with, but the Legislatures in India
have not got that power. This is really a question which is agitating the minds
of all the Speakers and Presi: ents of the Legislatures, as to what can be done to
prevent such contempt of the Legislatures, and I think some way may be found
out. But before this is done we must find out 2 way for protecting the privileges
of the House against such breaches. Of course we cannot reach all the news-
papers of the country who publish matters like this, but there are certain papers
who send their representatives to report the proceedings of the House, and we
clanci-enz.lmly reach them. And when the hon. Members are keen to maintain
;:Et clsgdlg'égigit‘h?o '_t[z?li:ﬂ:dthn the power that has been given to Cl;zc ‘:;f])llgdalf;
guilty of such conduct,” isciplinary action against those newspapers,

o ing‘f;;ﬁ?r: l_)le the SPEAKER : Docs the hon. the Leader of the Opposttion
op; 5 .- lepresentatives  of the newspapers who are guilty should be taxen
into task and suitable action taken against them ? |

iviaulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If I remember aright, the
p 8¢ that was given to the press representatives was withdrawn.

Th : :
A Pe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has any other hon. Member got anything

Babu RAEINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I say a few

words in reply to the alleant: i
> Ply to the allegations made by the hon. the Leader of the Opposi-

tion i



DISTORTED REPORT OF ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS
IN CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS

1946] DISCUSSION ON STATEMENT RE PUBLICATION OF 165/

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Do I _take it that the hon. Chief Whip is
speaking on behalf of his Party ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: No, Sir. I want to say only on the
question of the privilege of the House. The ruling that was given by the Chair
then is not analogous to the present case. Because if the Chair’s decisions were
distorted, he had no other course to correct it. The Chair is onc who speaks the
least and gets the least chance to give vent to his feelings if any of his statements
is distorted. That is perhaps what he observed on that occasion. Here we can
cite many instances of newspapers with various inclinations and bias to stretch
facts to suit their own purpose and sometimes they distort statements to suit their
own ends. If on all occasions the hon. Members of the House are to pursue those
newspapers, then it will be a terrible thing for us and there will be no end of it.
The hon. the Leader of the Opposition may have the remedy for it not in this forum
Il:-,;lt elsewhere, Certainly this matter does not encroach on the privilege of this

ouse.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: M. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid, the ruling
tflat has been quoted does not apply in this case. Because on the previous occa-
sion 1t was an entirely different matter. The portion that has been read out by the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition clearly shows that on the previous occasion the
:mpartiality of the Chair was ques[ioned, I will readm“ccrtain]y all this would
constitute breaches of the privilege of the House.” In the present case, as the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition said, it is a question of perversion of facts or rather
perversion of the proceedings of the House, I don’t know, Sir, whether it is really
a perversion and whether that constitutes breaches of the privilege of the House .
Any way, Sir, I don’t think the ruling that the hon. the Leader of the Opposition
has quoted does apply in this case. Also I submit, Sir, that what has been publish-
e(.i was pndcr the protection of the ruling of the Chair. I thinks on all considera-
tion, this matter cannot be treated as a breach of the privilege of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. the Leader of the Opposition has
drawn the attention of the House and of me to certain comments in the leaderettes
of the Anranda Bazar Patrike and the Amrita Bazar Patrika of Septe mber 18th,
1946— Wednesday,

In _thiS connection, I have also looked into the Associated Press report that was
transmitted from Shillong and published in the Calcutta papirs. The Associated
Press news appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of Monday, the 16th September
1946 and the Hindusthan Standard of the same date. In both these papers the
same report appeared. To my mind the news reported by the Associated Press is
fairly accurate. Now, the two leaderettes in the two papers about which the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition complains are editorial comments based on the report
of news receiyed by them. It is very difficult for me to say that the news are incor-
rect. Broadly speaking the news published in these two papers are fairly cor-
rect, but Certain details are not strictly accurate. What I had hoped was that
the curtain gyer this unhappy episode had dropped. But unfortunately I have to
refer to it again painfully aud to recapitulate what really happened. Certain alle-
gations were made by the Opposition Members against the Government Benches
including the Hon’ble the Prime Minister. There was vehement protest against
this demanding disclosure of the names and facts then and there. I gave time to
the hon. Member till after the ‘question hour’ on the following day to substantiate

the charges brought. After the ‘question hour’, no statement was forthcoming

*Speech not currected
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and after I was going to take up the next item on the agenda the Hon’ble Pl‘lr'{lﬁ
Minister made mention of the matter. Thereupon the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition got up and said that the Member was ready with the statement but
that as it will only increase bitter feeling he advised him to desist from further pur-
suing the matter. He also made a suggestion that he should like to meet and to
talk the matter over with the Leader of the House. [ expressed the opinion that
if they wanted to do so I had no objection to adjourn the House for 10 or 15
minutes for the purpose. But the Hon’ble Leader of the House declined the offer
to meet and as the old saying goes ‘oue can take the horse to water but cannot
make him drink’—that proposal fell through and no question for adjournment
arose. ‘The Chair was only concerned with the fact that the hon. Member was
given a specified time to make a statement substantiating the allegations and the
statement was not forthcoming. Therefore, in deference to the sense of the House *
as expressed by the Leaders of different groups on various occasions in this matter,
I declared that I would expunge the objectionable portions from the proceedings.

Now, as regards these newspapers editorial comments, in the present times
when party organs or party papers give their editorial or sub editorial comments
according to their own political or social or religious inclinations, it becomes
extremely difficult for a Speaker of any Assembly to give any ruling about the
propriety or impropriety of such comments and probably he will be going a little
out of his way in doing so. While I say this I positively affirm that when a
report or comment is shown to encroach upon the privileges of this House it will
be the duty of the Speaker to take such disciplinary action as is provided for under

the Rules and as is deemed appropriate in the circumstances. In this matter, I

will certainly take the suggestions of the hon. Leader of the Oppcsition into
consideration, but I must poi

= : nt out that the rule which the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has cited does not really throw much light. On that occasion, the matter

was of different nature, and T take it that the then Speaker took the advice of the

present hon. Leader of the Opposition, who was the then Prime Minister. Going

through pages of the proceedings quoted by the hon. Leader of the Opposition
I find that no conclusion was arrived at and no indication was given as to what
action would be taken or should be taken. I find very pertinent passage giving
a very sound advice by the then Prime Minister. the Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
Mubaramad Saadulla, at page 1846 of the Assam Leoislative Assembly Debates,
Vols. I.T1—Part I, 1937, Save and except this passage, 1 find po other light or
e to the conclusion of that episode. On thla%:‘o‘ctc‘}a.si,on the attention of she
Iéf?:iscl;vas dra.\_vn o very serious, but maliciously false, reflections Ca?él “K}’:ult“‘i
SaiYird ’éi:efl\‘il:lrlllanchp;pers and the tlt‘cﬂ Prime Minister, the Honbests At
mmad Saadulla said as follows -

k3 3
* *

will ;g twlgea;ﬁj 1‘: 80 by the writings or comments of the newspapers then S"V-C
the writer hag io? carry on with our work at all on the foor of' this Hcl’:l;*’c‘i'“(;““”.’
Aot B gone beyond the proceedings of this House itself. : O
Stj. Assembly, you were compelled to cal] members to orders on various
Will o be abfe rrs, 1€ to take notice of what the paper writes, then I S
have (o take notj gofon with our work™. Again he says:—“if hon. Members
cannot bring suc}::e ot such writings in the papers, there will be qo‘day when ‘f}\'e
House is that we S]?)i}(flel_" (0 your notice. Therefore my submission befo;e t :}c
tempt”. Ignore such writings in the papers with deserved co

(Shouts of hear, hear, from Government Benches.)




-

i946] THE ASSAM LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) 1655
BILL, 1946

This is the only guiding light I find in course of the whole proceedings on
that occasion. [he Speaker rather made a statement leaving everything inconclu-
sive. This wise advice given by the then Prime Minister, now the Opposuion Lea-
der, will also influence me considerably. I will take into consideration of all that
has been said on the floor of the House and see what can be done.

Now, we pass on to the next item—item No. 5 of to-day’s agenda and with
respect to that the Amendment No. 7 standing in the name of Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury is to be taken up.

Presentation of the authenticated schedule of authorised expenditure in
relation to the Supplementary Demands for Grants for 1946-47

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, before you take up the
consideration of the Amendments to the Assam Local Self-Government (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1946, I wish to present the authenticated schedule.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is it item No. 7 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Yes, Sir.

I heg, Sir, to present the *authenticated schedule of authorised expenditure
in relation to Supplementary Demands for Grants for the year 1946-47 as laid
before the Assembly.

The Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1946

Mr, G. W, MORLEY : Sir, we are now taking up the Ameniments to
the. Assam Local Sel{-Government (Amendment) Bill. We have reached Amend-
ment No. 7 of clause 2. I wish to draw attention to the fact that there is the words
¢‘Jets in hire”’ it should be ““lets on hire”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think, nobody will object to it.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in the second line of proposed sub-section (7A)(Z) of clause 2, after
the words “carriage or cart”, the words ““which he lets on hire or employs in
business and’’ shall be added. Sir, my only object in moving this Amendment is
that carriages or carts which are only used for profit should come under the
purview of this Bill.

‘ In many places there are cultivators who use their own carts for transport-
ing therr paddy or other agricultural commodities from their own Khamar, My
idea is, that such carts which are used for the purpose of the cultivator should not
fall a victim to the provisions of this Bill. Perhaps you remember, Sir, that to this
proposed sub-section already one Amendment has been made and the word “plys”
has been added after the words ““carriage or cart’’. So if this ' particular Amend-
ment of mine is accepted by the House it will read thus: If any person owns,
keeps or is in possession of any carriage or cart or plys the same and which he
lets on hire or employs in business, etc. 1 think, the Hon’ble Minister also does

*Appendix I,
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not want that the bona fide cultivator who uses the cart or carriage for their
own cultivation purposes should come under the purview of this Bill. So, I
think, he should accept this Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : ;
““That in the second line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, after

the words ‘carriage or cart’, the words ‘which he lets on hire or employs in
business and’ shall be added”.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : [ am sorry I can-
not accept this Amendment. The reason, Sir, is that we have already added the
words “‘and plys the same” after the words ‘‘carriage or cart’”’, Local Boards are
concerned with whether the cartis used on the roads. It may be difficult
for the Local Board authority, Sir, to find out which carts are using their roads
for their own business or let out on hire. That will not be possible for the Board.
Of course, Sir, as my hon. Friend has pointed out, carts used for agricultural
purposes by the owners should not be taken into consideration. If the matter is
brought to the notice of the Local Board then they may exempt such carts from
the operation of this Amendment. If we add these words, instead of simplifying
the procedure to be used by the Local Board we make it rather complicated. For
this reason, Sir, I cannot accept the Amendment and I request the hon. Mover,
in consideration of what I have said, to withdraw his Amendment,

Maulavi ABDUL, BAR] CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not
know exactly whether there is any provision in the Parent Act for exempting
the carts and carriages which are not used for profit ; if the Amendment is not
accepted this provision of the Amending Bill will be inconsistent with the Parent
Act. I do not know the actual provision. If the Hon’ble Minister will enlighten

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Mover want to withdraw his
Amendment ?

tMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I do not press the Amend-
ment,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the
s¢ to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Hou

thirszPnlaw ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I beg, Sir, to move that in the
i d”me of proposed sub-section (7A)(7) of clause 2, for the words «J,geal

oard™, the word ¢‘Chairman® shall be substituted. Sir, the proposed sub-section
(TA)_(:!) reads as follows i—“If any person owns, keeps or is in possession of any
carriage or cart for which no license has been taken as required by the foregoing
sections, the Local Board, or any person authorised by them in that behalf, may
Thcal Boie N such carriage or cart etc”. My submission is that the words.
s crcatr 5 a};e 100 vague. Already, Sir, in the Local Boaffis much confusion has
a meetin ”(‘. y the existence of the words ‘“Local Boeu:d and “Local Board at
Shut & tﬁc :ﬂ?ﬂ%}i Local Self:Government Act. Actually it has not been defined

Eactin i nce in the meaning of “Local Board” and “Local Board at a
ing”. .f these two words “Local Board” mean Local Board at a meeting
and be identical in that ;

case the procedure would be very lengthy,
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A meeting of the Board shall have to be convened before the opinion of the
Board can be obtained. This difficulty may be obviated if the Hon’ble Minister
means business and if the Amendment proposed by me is accepted. I want that
the words ‘‘Local Board’ should be substituted by the word ¢“Chairman’’. As
amended, Sir, that particular proposed sub-section will read as follows:—...... for
which no has been taken as required by the foregoing sections, the Chairman, or
license any person authorised by the Local Board in that behalf...... I hope, Sir,
for the better operation of the amending Rill the Hon’ble Minister will accept my
Amendment,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
“That in the third line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, for
the words ‘Local Board’, the word ‘Chairman’ shall be substituted”’.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Mr, Speaker,
Sir, of course, we have no definition in the Parent Act for the words ‘‘Local Board”’
still, Sir, the fact is when we use the words “Local Board”, the implication is so
far as the execution of any order is concerned, that it means the executive head,
that is the Chairman.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Local Board means the Chair-
man ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ASDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: We have in
the Parent Act expressions like this, such as, ‘“‘Local Board or any person autho-
rised by them in that behalf may at any time between sun rise and sun set enter
in the stable or house, etc., etc.”

This Bill has followed the Parent Act and I do not think any dificulty will
arise when it is clearly stated therein “the Local Board or any person authorised
by them in that behalf.”” So I cannot accept the Amendment because I do not
think it to be necessary. There is no other objection. If, however, the words “Local
Board”’ are not found suitable, of course, it will be taken into consideration when
the Parent Act will be amended on a large scale but for the present, Sir, no useful
purpose will be served by substituting these words in the amending Bill when these
words are occurring at many places in the Parent Act. So these words have been
placed in the amending Bill just on the same line as the Parent Act. I will, there-
{ore, request my hon. Friend to withdraw his Amendment as this will not cause

any inconvenience.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, my difficultyis that I
could not follow the trend of the argument of the Hon’ble Minister. Sir, may I
enquire from him whether he means to say that it is the interpretation of the
Government that Local Board means the Chairman ?

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: But he read out certain portion from the
Local Self-Government Act.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : That is something different,
Sir.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Any way what the hon. Member proposes
to do ? ;

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : T will not withdraw my Amend-
ment, SiT.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Since the hon. Member does not with-
draw his Amendment, I am putting it as a question.

The question is:

«That in the third line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, for the
words ‘Local Boards’ the word ‘Chairman’ shall be substituted.”

The question was lost.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now we pass on to Amendment No.9 stand-
ing in the name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

Maulajvi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that in the fourth line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, for
the words “by them™, the words ¢‘by the Local Board at a meeting’® shall be
substituted.

S,"a my contention is based on two points. First of all these two words ‘by
them’ are not clear by themselves and secondly T want that these persons are to be
authorised on behalf of the Local Board and must not be authorised on behalf
of the Chairman. With thesc two objects, Sir, I have tabled this Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved :

“That in the
words ‘by them’
substituted.”

fourth line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, for the
» the words ‘by the Local Board at a meeting’ shall be

Sir, T anpioble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker,
by the hon I\’[crﬂll)q-ﬁ]”s nothing very offensive about the Amendment proposed
i clcla{; i tak'?l’ but as he himself has just now stated that there will be
wait for the (lvc'ision1 ]gf ?Cnon on the lines of the Amending Act if one has to
Claman S Su? }l(}:] Board‘ut a meeting, this can be safely entrusted to the
St ST Bl e 1 the Chairman in his action exceeds his authority or gocs

- Power is there to take proper action against him. So, 1 think,

Sir, the proposed A
& mendment is no : refore, request 1
hon. Friend to withdray his Amenémﬂféfﬁﬁ\ﬂr}’, O !

Maulavi I i
the Honble Minfoo s, SARL CHAUDHURY : My Speaker, Sir, all this while
B omd” e (_‘}1; S Persisting in the interpretation that the words ‘‘Local
to different Loc I.BJ airman.  Ifhe is agreeable to circularise this interpretation

ocal Boards I would be tog glad (o withdraw my Amendment.
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Sir, there has been a good deal of controversy about this interpietation; some
Chairmen interpreted that the words ‘‘Local Board” meant the Chairman, and
the ¢‘Local Board at a meeting” meant some items of business transacted by the
Local Board at that meeting. My submission is that the Hon’ble Minister will be
pleased to inform by a circular to all the Local Boards that the words ‘““Local
Board”’ meant the Chairman, so that this controversy may be set at rest.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think, this is beyond the ambit of our
present discussion.

Maulavi ABDUL BARj] CHAUDHURY: I realise that, Sir. If the
Hon’ble Minister is prepared to do that, I shall gladly withdraw my Amendment.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Can a conditional withdrawal be allowed,
Sir 2

Meaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: The Hon’ble Minister is here,
and he can reply.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: The Hon’ble Minister is not correct when he
says that the words “Local Board” mean the Chairman. The words ““Local Board’
meant the Board as a whole and not the Chairman alone. Subsequent use of the
word ‘‘them’ to signily the Board makes my point clear.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Sir, as regards
«Local Board at a meeting”, if any occasion arises for clarification of these words,
and if so desired by the Chairman of any Board, I will see what can be done to
that end.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Nothing can be done.
What about the Amendment ? -

Mau'avi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I do not like to press it, Sir.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIEA % Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
- the fifth line of proposed sub-section (1A) () ("_f clause 2, after the word
:i‘j(--art” the words ¢‘or after seizure may leave in proper zimma shall be added.

Sir, my object in moving this Amﬂndmﬁl'l_tqls 1055“"-‘ relicf to the Doand e
well as to the poor people who possess carts. llmg’ i, whena cart is seized,
Ve ¢ a distance of 40 or 50 miles from the Local Board~Office, it will be very
sy, 28 It on the part of the Local Board officer to bring the cart to the Local
d1lﬁ%‘ Office. So, if the person who seizes the cart is authorised to keep the cart
Boax i z;'mmﬂ there will be no difficulty on the part of the Board’s employee
in PlOP_“ not be required to bring the cart from such a distance. Another aspect

e Wi . : - ficer .
a“} lxzny Amendment is this : supposing an officer of the Local Board seizes a cart
(0]

-nd brings it to the Local Board Office, there may not be proper space to keep it.
i‘i' the cart is kept outside, it may be drenched in rain and dried in sunshine, and
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after some days some parts may be broken. So, Sir, to give benefit to both the
officers of the Local Board as well as the owners of the carts I have brought for

ward this Amendment, and, I hope, the Hon’ble Minister in-charge will accept
my Amendment.

[23rRD SEPT.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in the fifth line of proposed sub-section (TA) (i) of clause 2, after the

word ‘cart’ the words ‘or after seizure may leave in proper zimma’ shall be
added.”

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,; I am in agrce-
ment with the proposed Amendment, but it is nccessary to define what “proper

zimma’® means. The term ‘“proper zimma” is very vague and it might be inter-
preted in any way a person would like.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: By “proper Jimma” I mean the
custody of any person who could be trusted.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Any dependable person who can furnish
security.

Maulavi MD, ROUFIQUE: The cart may also be released to the owner
after taking some sort of security from him. The hon. Member said that the cart
should be kept in the custody of some reliable person. But I submit that the cart

can cither be kept in the custody of some person or it may be released to the
owner on his furnishing proper security.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: The hon.

x Mover might change the word
“‘zimma’ by the word ““custody”’,

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : It is up to the employees of the Board

to find outa person who can furnish proper security for the cart. If the person

who possesses the cart cannot furnish proper security the officer of the Board may
seize the cart and hand it

over for custody to some reliable person, e.g., the
Gaonbura or the Mandal or the like. : & £z

Maulavi Md ROUFIQUE: In that case the word “zimma” will not do. Tt
should be specifically stat

SE cd that the cart may be released to the owner on his
furnishing some sort of security.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: My hon. Friendis a lawyer and he
knows the meaning of the word *“zimma’ perlectly well.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not think that the
Amﬁﬂdmﬁr}t 15 very much necessary in as much as when a cart will be seized by
the Board it will certainly be in the ‘zimma’ of the Local Board. For any damage

or loss that might be incurred on account of the seizure, the Local Board will
certainly be liable,

Therefore any officer of the Board seizing the cart w
that it is placed in P y g t would see

. ( roper care and is produced when required. As such, no such
Amcn ment 1s necessary.  The officer of the Board who will be deputed for such
seizure will certainly have sense of responsibility.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned or lunch till 2 p. M.
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(dfter lunch)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, a cart may not be seized conveniently near the Local Board Office. Ifa
cart is seized by the Local Board authorities at a distance of say a few miles from
the Local Board Office it may cause some inconvenience both to the owner of
the cart as well as to the Local Board itself. But when there is seizure I think
the cart must be left in proper zimma. Therefore, I accept this Amendment
moved by the hon. Member Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika. 1

Maulavi MD. ROUFIQUE: Sir, the word “zimma” has not been mad
clear.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ASBDUL MATLIE MAZUMDAR : Sir, the hon.
Member may take guidance  from the Civil Procedure Code in this
respect.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

““That in the fifth line of proposed sub-section (7A)(i) of clause 2, after the
word ‘cart’ the words ‘or after seizure may leave in proper zimma’ shall be
added”.

The question was adopted.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move thatin the
seventh line of proposed sub-section (7A) (7) of clause 2, the word “all’’ shall be

deleted.

Sir, in the Bill it is given as: “‘and all police officers are required”. There
is no necessity of the word ¢‘all” as the wordings ‘““and police officers” will cover
the wordings “and all police officers”. So my submission is that the word “all’’
is redundant.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : ;
“That in the seventh line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, the
word ‘all’ shall be deleted”.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : - Mr. Speaker,
Sir. it also seems to me that the word <‘all” is not necessary. So I accept the
b

Amendment.

The Hou'ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

«That in the scventh line of proposed sub-section (7A) (7) of clause 2, the
word ‘all’ shall be deleted”.

The question was adopted.

Maulahvi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move

that in the seventh line oi;‘prop(,),scr] sub-section (7A) (7) of clause 2, for the words
¢care requier” the word “‘shall’ shall be substituted.

Bif, it wordjx?ging a0 ‘tfns f\l'f}emls !311] so lar as tbat portion is ( or:cerned

are not happy. It is written ““all police officers are required..... .. . . The point
: A \ - J
is—required by whom |

4
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved:
¢«That 1n the seventh line of proposed sub-section (7A) (¢) of clause 2, for the
words ‘are required’ the word ‘shall® shall be substituted™.

The Hon’ble MAULAVI ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I find that the proposed Amendment for inserting the word ¢ shall”
in place’ of “ are required” ~ makes the sub-scction a better rcading decidedly.
1, therefore, accept the Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

¢¢That in the seventh lin® of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, for the
words ‘are required’ the word ‘shall’ shall be substituted.”’
The question was adopted.

Srijut LAKSHMIDHAR BORAH: Sir, on acceptance ot this Amendment
there will be another consequential Amendment. The word ‘to’ belore the word
assist” in the ninth line will not be required.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, the hon. Member is right. Then the
word ‘‘to’’ is deleted.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that in the eighth line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of vlause 2, for the words,
“ the application of” the words * requisition by’ shall be substituted.

Sir, my submission is that the Local Board should not be rcquirfd to apply
for police help. The other day I stated in the House that if the Local Board
was required to make any application it ought to be made to the Superintendent
of Police and not to the Officer to the local thana. To obviate this difficulty, I
have suggested that in place of the words ‘‘thz application of” the words
“‘requisition by” shall be substituted so that when police help is requisitioned
the police officers will be compelled to help the Local Board.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in the eighth line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2, for the

words, ‘the application of’ the words ‘requisition by’ shall be substituted.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I appreciate the Amaendment proposed by the hon, Mover. The sub-section will
read better after this substitution. So I accept the Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That in the eighth line of : 3 2
e of proposed sub-section (7A) /), of clause 2, for the
words, ‘the application of’ the words ‘requi Siti ¢ e i »
I ! e $ t1 ’ g ; stituted.
T'he question was adopted. e by dhipll be Tsubsie

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: M;, Speaker, Sir, I beg to

move that j : : ; :
of claii: 2 f}rz.lr bt?:h the second and seventh lines of proposed sub-section (TA) (41)

T betiuted! word‘“ ten” occurring therein, the word *‘thirty’ shall be
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Sir, the period that has been provided in the Amending Bill is too short.
Therefore, I want to extend it to thirty days. With this purpose I have tabled
this Amendment. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in both the sécond and seventh lines of proposed sub-section (7A) (i)
of clause 2, for the word ‘ten’ occurring therein, the word ‘thirty’ shall be
substituted”’

* Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to point
out that here, after ‘thirty days’ he has not mentioned from when. I have tabled
another Amendment 2iz. thirty days from the date of scizure”. So, I think I
will request my hon. Friend to withdraw his Amendment.

* Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : After such seizure the Local
Bordsshall forthwith issue notices, that is, simultaneously, as soon as the seizure
18 affected the notices will be served.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Doecs the hon. Member mean the first
Amendment tabled on the 21st September, 1946 ?

* Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hon. Member may then move his
Amendment.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg tomove
that in the second and third lines of proposed sub-section 7 (4) (i) of clause 2,
for the words “the expiration of ten days” the words ¢‘thirty days from the

date of seizure’”’ shall be substituted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

““That in the second and third lines of proposed sub-section 7(4) (i) of
clause 2, for the words ‘the expiration of ten day s’ the words € thirty days from

the date of seizure’ shall be substituted. *’

* Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, in view of the Amendment
that has just now been moved by my hon. Friend Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika,

I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon, Member leave of the
House to withdraw his Amendment.

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

lTlm Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister may please
reply.

*Speech not corrected
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*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR . Mr. Speaker,
Sir, both the Amendments moved by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury and Srijut
Dandeswar Hazarika, aim at giving better scope and facilities to the cart owners
to pay their taxes and want to prevent oppression on them. So, I accept the
Amendment moved by Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika which also includes the
Amendment moved by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member Maulavi Md. Abdul
Latif want to move his Amendment No. 18 ? Government have accepted the
period of thirty days. Does the hon. Member really want to put his Amendment
for sixty days ?

*Maulavi MD. ABDUL LATIF: Yes, Sir. 1 beg to move that in both the
second and seventh lines of proposed sub-section (7A) (zt) of clause 2, for the word
‘ten’ occurring therein, the words ‘sixty days’ shall be substituted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
“That in both the second and seventh lines of proposed sub-section (7A) (72)
of clause 2, for the word ‘ten’ occurring therein, the word ‘sixty days’ shall be

substituted.”
That is a further Amendment. Of course, if the Hon’ble Minister accepts
that then the previous one falls through. If the Hon’ble Minister does not accept

it I shall have to put it.

*The'Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: IfI go on
accepting Amendment in mathematical multiplication, then there is no knowing
where this will end. I have alrcady accepted the Amendment for ‘thirty days’
and that was also moved by two other hon. Members. As it is decided that thirty
days should meet the requirements of law, I dt_) not accept the Amendment
suggesting sixty days ; that will cause delay and will defeat the ends for which this

measure has been sought to be enacted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Docs the hon. Member like to press his
Amendment ?

*Maulavi MD. ABDUL LATIF: I do not like to press my Amendment and
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Amendment.

The Hor’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House

to withdraw his Amendment ?
The Amendment was, byleave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now put hon. Srfjut Dandeswar Hazarika’s
Amendment as a question.

The question is:

“That in the second and third lines of proposel sub-section 7(A4) (i)
of clause 2, for the words ‘the expiration of ten days’ the words thirty
days from the date of seizure’ shall be substituted?’, -

The question was adopted.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHUR.Y: Mr, Spf:akcr, Sir, T beg to move
that in the second line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i7#) of clause 2, after the
wrds ““on demand to” the words, ‘‘the owner or in the absence of the owner to”

shall be added.

*Speech not corrected
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Sir, the rclevant clause runs as follows:
releva aus as vs: ““the surplus sale proceeds (if
shall be c1"t_:dllcd to the local fund, and may be paid 011[ demand ]i:;)cf,(ﬁds (II z?ny)
who esta_bushes his right thereto to the satisfaction of the Local B ( (}i, e
Court of competent jurisdiction.” St n
My submission is. the surplus, if there b i
: on 1s, su S, ¢ any, shall be paid to a ;
who csta}ohshcs his right on it. With this aim in view I mov(? t’hic; Amrg;dp]cltsotn
and I think, the Hon’ble Minister shall have no difficulty in accopti.ncr it e
o it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Amendment moved:

«That in the second line of proposed s ib-section (7A) (iii) of clause 2 after
the words ‘on demand to’ the words, ‘the owner or i S
i r in the absence of
to’ shall be added.” Gl Uie, g

3 The Hon’ble MAULAVE ABDUL MATLIE MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker
Sir, I have no objection in accepting this Amendment as it does not m'aklz T

difference, rather makes the meaning clear.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

«That in the second line of proposed sub-section (7TA) (iii) of clause 2
after the words ‘on demand to’ the words, ‘the owner or in the absence of the

owner to’ shall be added”.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhury may move
his next Amendment.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg next to
move that in the fourth line of proposed sub-section (7A) (i) of clause 2 for the
words ‘Local Board’ the words ‘Chairman ol the Local Board’ shall be substituted.

Sir, the first four lines of the proposed sub-section (i77) read as follows :—
«The surplus sale-procceds (if any) shall be credited to the local fund, and

may be paid ¢n demand to any person who establishes his right therecto to the
satisfaction of the Local Board or in a Court of competent jurisdiction.”

he ¢“Local Board” shall mean ¢the Local Board at a mecting”. So,
if the disposal of the surplus sale- procecds are to be decided in the Tocal Boasd
meeting, it would involve much delay. For this reason, I think, the Chairman
in his individual judgement should apportion the sale-proceeds. T have therefore
suggested that the words ‘‘Local Board” should be substituted by the words
<«(thairman of the Local Board”.

'  The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

«That in the fourth line of proposed sub-section (TA) (i) of clause 2 for the
words ‘Local Board’ the words ¢Chairman of the Local Board’ shall be

substituted” :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker
Sir, I do not agrec with my hon. - Friend that ‘Local Board’ willl -nC("essﬂ-,
mean ‘Local Board at a meeting’. As I have already submitted in SOBhEC:
evious Amendment, the words ‘Local Board’ as used in the Lmﬁ:l

Sir, here t

rily m
tion with a pr
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Sell-Government Act, means the Executive of the Board, i‘. e., the lChm\n\;m:z{r:
and they do not mean ‘the Local Board at a meeting’. So, here ,t 1CF rothile,
‘Local Board’ seem better than the words ‘Chairman of the Local Board’. Fo s
reason, [ do not like to accept the Amenlmeat. I hope th= hon. Mover w
withdraw his Amendment.

3

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May I inform the Fon ‘I’)l;
Minister-in-charge that some three years back when areferc‘nLcc wia% s
me to Government regarding the meaning _of the words ‘Loca L
Secretary, Local Self-Government Depar‘tm(,znt informed that the ‘fv?the e
Board’ meant® the Local Board at a meeting’ So it is thcc decision o g
cial Government that the words ‘Local Bt)ard: means ‘the Local Board at a
meeting” and it does not mean ‘the Chairman’.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Spcaliill';
Sir, on the point raised by the hon. Member, I shall have to look up.
so far as the present Amendment is concerned, I do not agree.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : We have got a very hca'vv agenda f_(l)lr htl:!];
afterncon, and if hon. Members do not desist from _dig‘rcsmon, tl_wy wi E}t}is
tosit up to 6 p. m. Has the hon. Member any qucctu_)n to w1thdfalw W
Amendment ? He could not reasonably say anything after the Hon’ble
nister has replied.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I beg leave of the House to with-
draw my Amendment.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMD-AR: N::.' BS(EE‘E:!REII",
Sir, as I have submitted, it will not cause any inconveniznce CIthf:" sogtas Wee — Af
to the Court of competent jurisdiction if the words ‘Local Board .rer,nalflon
however any inconvenience arises, we will have to deal with it later on.

use
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the Ho
to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

, The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Next Amendment to be moved by hon.
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury .

Ma(_‘lavi ADUL, BARI GHAUDHURY= M, Speakc[’, Sir, I ng to move
that in the fo

e ds
o m‘th line ofproposed sub-section (7A) (m) of clause 2, the wor
or in a Court of competent jurisdiction” shall be deleted.

Hon. Memberg have alre
Ehe Interference of the court
in the Local Self-

ady noticed that we have scrupulously avocllded
in the Amending Bill. Sir, the usual procedure
edi houl Government Act was that in case of default regular pr(ﬁ
?Ee c’}fz 03n (;11'1 fi be instituted in a court of law, but now we have got fto S?“
€ CHon and f “br license fee w
have to'be dsdustad. rom the sale-proceeds the cart tax or the li

HES oSl e A I don’t see wh at the last stage the court of competent
jurisdiction should be sought for, v g

__ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
“That in the fourth line of Proposed sub-section (TA) (iz), of clause 2 the words
‘or in a Court of competent jurisdiction® shall be deleted.,

4
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Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think, the
words “‘or in a Court of competent jurisdiction” should be omitied. The
amount of money that will remain alter payment of fines and other things
will be really very scanty. ‘The Chairman of the Local Board appears to me
to be quite competent to dispose of this. 1In these days of Self-Government it is
highly desirable that we should have confidence on the elected Chairman of
the Local Boards. It will be really harmful to allow the public any choice for
going to the Law Court with petty matters like this. Therefore, with these
words, I support the' Amendment of hon. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUI, MATLIR MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, to my mind, unless a saving clause is added to this, I don’t think an
action in the Law Court will be excluded by simply mentioning ‘the Local Board’.
Even if we make this provision here for a remedy in the  Local Board,
still T think an action with the Civil Court will lic automatically. So, the
addition of the words “or in a Couri of competent jurisdiction” will not be in
any way harmful—rather it will give an incentive to the Chairman of the Local
Board to do justice; bccause he will see that in case he fails to do proper
justice, the matter may be dragged to the Law Court.

(A voice :—How ?)

In this view of the matter, the addition of the words “or in a Court of
compctcntjurlsdiction” will rather make the clause more useful than without
these words. 1 hope, my hon. Friend will withdraw his Amendment,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : In view of what has been said, I
beg, Sir, leave of the House to withdraw my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the
House to withdraw his Amendment ? : :
The Amendment was, by deave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: Maulavi Nurul Hossain Khan may
move the next Amendment.

Maulavi ‘NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the Proviso to proposed sub-section (7A) (iti) of clause 2, shall be deleted.

Sir, this provides that, if, at any time _])ef'orc the sale is concluded, the
person whose carriage or cart has been seized shall make payment to the
Local Board, or to the person authorised by them to sell the carriage or cart,
of the amount of the license-fee and all the expenses incurred by the Local
Board, the Board shall forthwith release the carriage or cart so seized.

Sir, I think that the proviso is not at all necessary. It will simply create
confusion to the parties concerned, and therefore, it should be deleted.

The Hon’kle the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
¢ That the Froviso to proposed sub-section (TA) (iii) of clause 2, shall be
deleted”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ARDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the proviso throws more light on the main clause and makes it clear that
n case a cart owner deposits or pays his dues to the Local Board his cart will
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at once be released. For all these reasons, Sir, I cannot accept his
Amendment and I hope he will withdraw his Amendment because the proviso
gives all the advantages to the cart owners for whom he wants 1o plead.

Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: I withdraw my Amendment, Sir.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the
House to withdraw his Amendment ?

The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that in the fifth and sixth lines of the proviso to proposed sub-section (7Aj(izi) of
clause 2, the words “and all the expenses incurred by the Local Board” shal
be deleted.

Sir, my intention in moving this Amendment is to save the innocent poor
cart owners from harassment by the Local Boards’ employees. Sir, from my
experience I know that in this respect the Local Boards will utilise the services
of road mohorrars, surveyors, sub-surveyors or tax collectors in enforcing
this Amendment Act. The term ‘all the expenses incurred by the Locgl
Board’ will surely include travelling allowance and other incidental expendi-
tures incurred by the Local Board employecs who will be employed in enforcing
these clauses of the Act and one Local Board employee may be required (o
go 20 miles or 30 miles from his headquarters in order to realise a cart tax of
Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 ; but if this portion is not deleted the whole amount will be realised
from the sale-proceeds of the cart. So, Sir, to save the poor carters, I hope the
Hon’ble Minister—who I know was associated with the administration of a
Local Board and who was connected with the poor people in the  moffusil—will
agree 10 accept my Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
. “That in the fifth and sixth lines of the® proviso to pmpOSCd sub-sec-
tion (7TA)(iii) of clause 2, the words ‘and all the expenses incurred by the ol
Board’ shall be deleted.”

.. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker,
%sr, .I am sorry, I cannot accept this Amendment on the ground that the Local
o::]a lc‘lv?fﬁerl SPending so much money for the seizure of a cart will not be satisfied
e S:WC(, ttﬂ"i Payment of the cart tax. This will make the _an.a] Board loseli. If
Braia. .]}))(-ﬁ”:? .Almendment, Sir, we no doubt do a great injustice to the  Local
o3 ks \'1;1:: -ocal Boards will have to incur a certain amount of cxp.endlture‘ -
Ve ip - ‘mrct of Lbe carts and they cannot be p?nal_lsed for seizure of £
e -art owner breaks the provisions ot: the Act it is only proper that

¢ made to pay for his fault. In this view of the matter, Sir, I am

sorry, I c: L ac i } -
himyg S oot aceept the Amendment of my hon. Friend and I would request
o withdraw his Amendment.

M :

dctcrm?r::;]dzw‘ Dewan ABDUL BASITH: It seems the Hon’ble Minister is

ST 1Ot 10 accept any Amendment from this side of the House ; there-
ot like to press my Amend ment.

The Hon’ble the A :
I',TOHS{‘IFU :fithdmw his iﬁf:fﬁf ﬁt' 3 Has the hon. Member leave of the
1€ £ I[H:ll(llncllt was, I]Y leave of the HQUSC, Withdraw]]v :



1946] THE ASSAM LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 1669
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1946

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : I beg to move that in the third line
of proposed sub-section 7(a) (ii) of clause 2, after the word ‘“‘such” occurring
for the second time the words “‘time and” shall be added.

My intention is to give sufficient time for the auction. Owners must know at
what time their carts will be sold.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in the third line of proposed sub-section®7(a) (if) of clause 2, after
the word ‘such’ occurring for the second time the words ‘time and® shall be
added.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It seems some-
thing like an omission here. ~Without reference to time the meaning is not clear.
The Amendment makes the meaning clear. T accept it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That in the third line of proposed sub-section 7(a) (ii) of clause 2, after the
word ‘such’ occurring for the second time the words ‘time and’ shall be added.”

The question was adopted.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move
that in the seventh and eighth lines of proposed sub-section 7(A' (i) of clause 2,
for the words ‘to the Local Board within ten days after the issue of such notice”
the words ‘‘within the period mentioned in the notice™ shall be substituted.

It is needless to say that it will be only a repetition of the words ¢Local Board.’
So in order to avoid repetition I move it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : €

¢«That in the seventh and eighth lines of proposed sub-section 7(A)(”) of
clause 2, for the words ‘to the Local "oard within ten days after the issue of
such notice’ the words ‘within the period mentioned in the notice’ shall be
substituted.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ASDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I accept this
Amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKEEL: The question is:

«That in the seventh and eighth lines of proposed sub-section 7(A)(ii) of
clause 2, for the words ‘to the Local Board within ten days after the issue of such
notice’ the words ‘within the period mentioned in the notice’ shall be
substituted.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Have any other Amendments been left out ?
(Voices---No.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“«That clause 2 as amended stands part of the Bill.”
The question was adopted. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

«That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill,”
The question was adopted. ! ! :
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: We come now to item No.5(4) of the
Agenda.

3 The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker
Sir, T beg to move that the Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill,
1946 be passed. :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I rise on a point of order, Sir.
I refer you to sub-rule (2) of Rule 70. It reads like this: ““If any Amendment be
made, any Member may object to the passing of the Bill at the same Meeting ;
and such objection shall prevail, unless the Speaker, in  his discretion, allows the
Bill to pass.”

We cannot but object to the passing of the Bill as too many Amendments
have been made to the provisions of the Amending Bill. This Am >nding Bill is
not of such an urgent nature that it should be rushed through in the same sitting.
Therefore T submit that the Motion that has been moved by the Hon’ble
Mr. Abdul Matlib Majumdar is not in order. Tt should not be passed in the same
sitting.

fThe Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I think this
Motion is rather too late. in the day.

. The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : He has raised a point of order. He raised
objection to the passing of the Bill under Rule 70.
T'_I'he_ Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAJUMDAR : 1 have heard
the objection. I do not think any serious Amendment has been made and accept-
ed in connection with this Bill. The Amendments that have been moved and
accepted are rather of formal nature. These have been made to clarify the
rieaning of the proposed sub-section. These have not taken away the utility of
the Bill, So, Sir, I think that the Bill may be passed,

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, more than one Bill in this
House has been rushed through. Previously also another Bill in which substantial
3 rc carried, was passed in this House in the same sitting.  The

on. Mf‘:m!)ers of the House will be deprived of the privilege of reconsidering the
whole Bilj if they accept *he final Motion for passing of the Bill. I, therefore,

lEmugh you, Sir, make a Protest against this hurried method of legislation which
the present Government is adopting. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has raised » point of
Ordt_:r under Rule 70 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules. I have given
anxious thought over the matter whether the Bill should be allowed to pass to-day
or it should be vetoed under Rule 70 (2). few points are required to
ble considered in this connection- (1) This Bill was tabled for consideration
;:_Iause by clause on the 14th. Because of the fact that time did not permit, the
= Oet::ie c{quld 1ot reach up the Bill on that day. Although the Bill was put in the
fcﬁr th: sior; tllle l4th yet the Amendments tabled on the 17th have i

At to]iﬁeriasonﬁlatg thought that the fullest Scope and opportunity should
1. Members to table Amendments, In fact, the Bill has been

Ee:Ki;vglil“tgl;Siidpout and I may also be permitted to say, Ieisurcly_ Now what
; various stages and also

From the dj i f the Bil
Fortha . iscussion o e Bill at
broughtcu;r\%?t}?umf?er of At_nenfln}e_nts tabled, it appears that the Bill has been
a view to give facilities to the Local Boards in the matter of
which tax already exists ;

realisation of cart
t
ax > only better facilities have been

AR e T s TR SIS
Speech’ not correcteq.

s —
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OH'_ercd to Luqal Boards for the realisation of this tax, at thé® same time without
being oppressive to the cart owners or to any section of the public. The result is
that this Bill will enable the Local Boards to have their dues without unnecessary
harassment, adding to the revenues of the Local Boards which is very greatly
needed at the present moment for giving relief to the people in “various matters
such as, medical help, rural water supply and village roads. Considering all thcsé
points I am of the opinion that this Bill should be allowed to pass.

Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose the passing of the
Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1946. It has been made per-
fectly clear from this side of the House, that this piece-meal amending Bill had no
justification and no useful purpose will be served by passing it. By passing it we
will provide another weapon in the hands of the authorities and the police to
oppress the poor cultivators. The carts are only used by the villagers in the
Moffusil areas. So the burden of this new Act will fall entirely on the poor.

The Hon’ble Minister so often boasts that he has been connected with a
Local Board for a long time. But what is that Local Board ? Is itnot a fact
that it is smaller than a Thana in any of the subdivisions of the district of Sylhet ?
So what is possible in Hailakandi may not be possible for the other Boards in the
Province.

Sir, we are sincerely convinced that this Blll is not only unnecesary but it is
harmful for the general public. Tt will not increase the income of the Local
Boards but it will lead to prolonged litigation. The interference of the police in
the matter of administration of self-governing institutions, is most objectionable.
I cannot understand why the Hon’ble Minister is so eager to take police pro-
tection, This is surely something new for the Congress Government after their

hostility towards the police for such a long time.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, this is irrelevant.

Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Sir, I have been connected with a Local Board
for a pretty long time and from my personal experience I may say that the Boards

are not feeling any disadvantage in the absence of such provision in the Local

Self-Government  Act.  As such there is no earthly reason why it should be
extended to the Surma Valley.

Sir, at present the Hailakandi Local Board is not properly functioning. Four
Chairmen out of the remaining six Boards in the Surma Valley are Members of
the Assembly. All of them are definitely against t_hc amend.ing Bill. I maintain
that they are the proper persons who can speak. with authority about the subject
and their opinion should not be brushed aside. I do hope that the Hon’ble

Minister will have no difficulty in dropping the Bill.

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister only yesterday declared in an open public meeting
that possibly he was going to bring forward a comprehensive Bill for amending
the Local Self-Government Act. This is another reason why he should not pro-
ceed with the present Bill. If he is still convinced that the provisions of the
present Bill are so urgent, he can incorporate these provisions in that Bill.

With these words, Sir, I beg (0 oppose this Bill.

Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the very outset,
[ would like to say that this Bill is not at all necessary ; some harmful provisions
have been incorporated in the Bill which will lead the public to unnecessary
litigation. Sir, the people should be allowed to live in peace and they should not



1672 THE ASSAM LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT [23rD SepT.
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1946

be allowed to go to 18w courts, as far as possible It is unfortunate that the
present Government should incorporate such provisions in the Bill which will
compel the people to go in for litigation. Sir, it has been made abundantly
clear that this Bill is not wanted by the Members of the Hcuse in general.  Sir,
in making laws many things require consideration. The rushing of a Bill with
such inordinate haste, certainly, will not be conducive to the good of the country.
We wish that Government should give us and the public sufficient time to assimi-
late the implications of the Bill and to see whether the Bill should be passed or
rejected. I do not understand the necessity of this haste on the part of the
Hon’ble Minister to rush through this Bjll, Sir, I think, whenever any enactment
is necessary, we should be given sufficient time to look to the pros and cons of the
matter so that we may be in a Position to give a correct verdict as regards the
utility or otherwise of the Bill. Tam certainly very much against this move of
rushing through legislation which 15 not at all urgent. I would request the
Hon’ble Minister and the hon, Members of the House to look into the matter in

its true perspective and to wait. In this view of the thing, Sir, T submit that this
Bill should not be passed.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR ; M. Speaker, Sir,
I do not agree with hon. Maulavi Nurul Hossain Khan that this Bil] was not desired
by the wholp H:ouse generally. The Motion for consideration of the Bill was adopt-
ed after a dms:pn, and it was found that about 57 Members were in favour of the
Bill and 22 against it ; that showed the sense of the House, Be that as it may,
Sir, I do not see any abnormality ahout this Bl There is already a provision for
realising cart-tax in thf: Local Self-Government Act, and it is up to the Chairman

3 his tax or not. If the Local Board think that they
should impose the tax on a Particular cart-man they can do it ; or if they think
that they should not fall upon a cart-man they may also do that. Only, Sir,
where there is evasion on the part of a cart-man, and wilful negligence, it is only
to provide against him that this Amending Bill has been brought forward My
hon. Friend is the Chairman of one Local Board ; it may be that he is going on
very leisurely and happily, but there are Boards, of which we have got reports, in
whose case thousands of cases are pending and they are in heavy arrears. So,
Sir, as I already submitted, on the report of the Commissioner in connection with
his inspection of some of the Boards that we had to take initiative in this matter.
Sir, I do not see why there should be apprehension about police zoolum and
oppression. If a certain cart-man evades payment and he is detected on the way,
the Local Board officer will catch him and if necessary his cart wil] be placed under
proper zimma. It may be that better sense would prevail and the cart-man
would make the payment and take away his cart. Where is then any scope for
police oppression ? Of course, if he still evades the Provisions of law it will neces-
sarily fall upon him ; his cart wil] be sold to realise the tax. This is a very simple
provision, Sir, and I do not see any scope for any such apprehension of the hon,
Members opposite. The measure js also very simple ; if we take so much time in
passing such a simple measure, how can I expect I will he able to bring in a com-
prehensive Amending Bill, and have jt passed within a f€asonable time ? Sir, as
the purpose of the Amending Bill has been so clearly put hefore the House 7by the
Hon’ble Speaker and as the purpose has been discussed threadbare on the ﬂg)r of
the House, I do not think there is any moreé necessity for me ¢ dilate'l 6h thiz
matter further, This is g very simple matter and, Sir, in one word i(t has been
brought forward s_imply to enable the Local Boards to rea] : ;

easily, and there is no scope for any oppression being done g the cart-owners
either by the Local Board employees or by the Police, | therefore liope, Sir
there will not be any further objection to the passing of this measure, : g

ise the cart-tax rather
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: L ’2), 9 / ’4)3

“That the Assam Local Self Government (Amendment) Bill, 1946 be
passed.”
The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We pass on to item No.6.
The Assam Primary Education Bill, 1946

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to introduce the Assam Primary Education Bill, 1946, and to move that the Bill
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the following Members :—

1. Maulavi Saiyidur Rahman.

Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

Dr. Emian Hussain Chaudhury. =
Mr. A. C. Tunstall,

Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar.

Srijut Chanoo Kheria,

. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.

. Hon’ble Maulavi Abdur Rasheed.

. Srijut Bidyapati Singh.

Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua and

11. The Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Education, Chairraan.

The report is to be submitted on or before the 3list January, 1947. Five
Members will form a quorum.

Sir, before I enter into a discussion about this Bill, I must take this opportu-
nity of congratulating my hon. Friend, the ex-Education Minister of the Govern-
ment of Assam, Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, for having conceived this Bill, for
making a preliminary survey of the whole situaticn for introducing this Bill, and
for adopting many other measures which he had to adopt before the Bill could be
conceived. The Government had to pass through various stages before they
could actually come to the stage of introducing this legislation and these preli-
minary stages were gone through under the last Government, and we have come
in only to take the place of what the last Government did in this behalf, with a
view to completing this big task. :

Sir, the Objects and Reasons of the Bill are there; T am sure they represent the
hopes and aspirations of not merely Government but, T hope, of all the people of
the Province as a whole. I d_o not want to take the time of the Houze by going
into the reasons why the Province, in spite of its serious attempts to get rid of
illiteracy, has succ_ccdcd in gctting only 10 to 11 per cent. literate on the average.
We hear of great improvements in other countries, of how Russia within ihe
course of 20 years had, from 20 per cent. of her literacy, become cent per cent.
literate. In England as early as 1870, i.e., 75 years ago, they had adopted an
Education Act whose object was similar to what we conceive of to-day. &

Well, free countries have their own way of thinki ng and tackling matters. I
must say Sir, that if we have not been able to get rid of illiteracy in oAttt
is because we have been under a foreign rule all these long years, Sir e 'l]' o

es have come and are to come in the meanwhile in the yh:; Mo ,lma‘nyuc e
of the pqo;zlle.] We therefore think that this is an Ol)pnrtu;m l]I’l):}fH;Cllllll( 13;1]31‘11“?3?1?
ﬁi ?}11:33 é{;ﬂn;‘;t.)u!d be considered not only by this House but also by all the people

\DCG-QC\.U‘IQU:M

—
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The demand for compulsory prirr}at'y education is not a new thing to Ifldla-
The earliest sponsor of compulsory primary education was, Shree Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, onc of the greatest men of India.  He moved a Bill in 1911 in the Impﬁi
rial Council. His Bill sought to introduce compulsory primary education al
over the country. Although the Bill was none too early, the Government of India
defeated Mr. Gokhale’s motion ; but nevertheless gave an assurance that they
would take it up as early as possible and would do their best to push up primary
education in this country. But as is true of Government assurances of those days,
the matter remained there without any progress. Then Sir, the Montague
Chelmsford Reforms came to prevail in India. During this time, .., be-
tween 1919-1926, you will be pleased to find that a number of legislations were in-
troduced by almost all the provinces including Assam to enforce some kind of
compulsion in primary education. T will come to Assam more particularly when
I shall be discussing our present Bill. As I said, Sir, all the provinces in India
adopted some kind of legislation for this purpose. If these did not mean any-
thing, it showed how Indians, to whose hands education came, were alive to t!]c
problem. I do not like to take up the time of the House by going into the dctﬂ_lts
of them now. But I may nevertheless venture to give you some central id:a which
may probably help us in examining the Bill hefore the House., Bengal, for exam-
ple, took up this kind of measure in 1919, According to that measure, they
formed an Advisory Board with the object of co-ordinating the activities of the
District Boards of Education ; they levied an education cess to make primary
education free. It may interest the hon, Members to know that unlike Assam
till then the primary education in Bengal was not free primary education.
will be observed that this measure which largely depended on the education
cess they levied for its success, could not go very far and was a faflyre, In
Mad'ras brought a legislation of this nature which is in existence even now under
modified form. The peculiarity of all this legislation is that powers were left with
local bodies to enforce the provisions of this Act in areas they considered suitab!®
The result was that such areas were very small, and in Assam there was none-

t}‘lNuh thf:f advent of the present Reforms of 1935 Act,
o by Gonerment. T Madis, Govstmnety s peompiison were 145
o Gk ¢ primary education ©
pulsory in 27 towns and 114 villages, Similarly, other i i Uﬂ‘tcd
Provinces, Bihar. the R : 1 Y:d Pes provinces hk_e the of
ihe s e ];r ! provinces also passe rimary Education Acts d
the provinces, particularly the Punjab, ha

the provinces adoPtC

large areas brou lc’tv lncss o almos_L o

e Bilf. o Ela lm (‘1(‘:1 compulsion by operation o_f _Provisions as is propoS¢
s AR Ol that Assam was so much divided poli tically, that nonc
ment had time to bring forward such a legislation during the course
I may inform the hon. Members of this House that the Punjab
The l}umber of towns and villages
ct—for compulsory educa-
Thus it proves that provinces
i this important matter as
of acknowledging with thanks
Opposition in putting into

: parties have not lagged behind
our Province has done, Sir, 1 take thiggopportunity

tﬁe sstf;; th‘a;5 was taken by the hon. Leader of the
e Sta == )
ihto rmélct_e 1;?1{ a:\ISS&I_ﬂ Act of 192}’). It was under his efforts that this Act came
o e th{t i} _ szIt;_d, that Act is a dead letter: Tt had many delects ; it is to
S8 T A nts h111 has been brought before this House. For example,
bodics. The local badie 0L OPeration of compulsion was left to the local
i e and' ! odies were free to choos? any particular area they liked for
body had the co C]'"lnt-mduce compulsory primary education there. But no local
U ¢ u agt. to resort to any levy of tax, or possibly had they the
;. cnough to 1_11‘11\'0 primary education compulsnry and free in any area. 3
a result, things remained exactly where it had been before. | arﬁ ha}‘)p;y to remark

A

%
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that the system of primary education already prevalent in our Province, according
to all reports in that behalf, is better than what is found in many other provinces
and has been commended by many educationists.  All the same, the appalling
rate of illiteracy has remained. It is true that in certain areas, i.¢, one from
which my hon. Friend Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar comes, the percentage of
literacy is about 60 ; but generally in the average villages it is not more than 11.
The object of this Bill is thercfore to remove this bane of illiteracy from our
Province by a method of education and compulsion which I shall explain when
I will go into the details of the Bill.

In order to avoid wasting the time of the House, I, at the moment, pro-
pose only to place before the House some of the salient features of this Bill. The
first and the most important object of this Bill is to invest the power
and function of primary education in a Statutory Body. It will be
a body just like the Municipal Board or Local Board. It will function
independently of Governmental control except for the grants which it will
receive from Government, and for certain extraordinary purposesin which
Government must excercise certain functions. Subject to above, this will be a
body which will be, for the purpose of this primary education, the final authority
and this Statutory Body will not merely act as an Advisory Board to the Govern-
ment but will also act as an Executive Body. The main executive bodies
which have been termed in this Bill as School Boards, will be under the guidance
of the Provincial Board for funds, for curricula of studies, etc. The School Board
will do the details of administrations in the particular places, the subdivisions,
where School Boards shall function and work.

Then, the second important feature about this Bill, is th.e compulsion. And
here the compulsion is not sought to be made all at once in every place. The
places where compulsion should be exercised, will, more or loss, be determined on
the advice of the School Boards and the Provincial Board, and Government will

decide finally where it might be applicable. - :

The third point that has been proposed in this Bill is a tax in only ﬂ']le
compulsory areas. A tax is proposed to be levied in areas where compulsion will
be used and not throughout. These, to my mind, are the fundamentals of this
Bill. To summarise, they mean, in the first place, that, you take out primary

education from the hands of the Local Boards: that isa very important fact for
own funds and it will disburse

us to remember. A Statutory Body shall have its {
those funds. It shall have its own officers, it shall have its common seal, and,
as I have said before, there will be taxation only in those areas where compul-
sion is sought for. The sum total of this means thatif we are to improve
education, we have to introduce compulsion ; and w};‘er'c we do introduce com-
pulsion °~ we must try to bring it into perfection. This 1s actually the summary
of the provisions of this Bill. : .
I do not propose to refer to all the clauses of the Bill. But the clauses in
reference to the formation of the Provincial Board which has been termed as

Advisory Board will be found in clause 3 of the Bill. Clause 9 of the Bill defines
the duties and functions of this Provincial Board.

Then, we have in clause 11-—Provincial Primary Education i‘und. 1In clause
16 we find the Constitution of the School Board and what the definition of a
School Board is In clause 24, the duties and. funcglons of the Sc‘hool }_3(,3_1-(15
are specified. In clause 32 what is to constitute funds of thqse Subdim?ional
Committees, Boards or School Boards, 18 m_entmned 3 ancl’ here is one particular
clause—sub-clause (i), about which there might be some mlsunderstanding among
the Loca! Bodies. The clause is this—‘such part of the local rate, being not
Jess than the average amount annually spent for Primary education by the
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i i i - year i hich the
Local Board for the 3 years immediately preceding ‘thcé ;;Lnrthl:l F";'ovincia]
School  Board is first constituted, as may be determine by of_e\:pendilurc
Government from year to year.” Tt means{that 3 yfarsnsvgxfatgii:e scho‘ols i i

i 5 are incurri aintenance :

which the Local Boards are Incurring  for m the sch A s
their jurisdiction, shall form part of this School fund. Tam pointing
specifically so that your attention might be drawn to this.

In clause 41 of the Bill, attempt has been made to localise theltarf:bs ‘:I](;:\rr?
compulsion is to be used. Clause 45 is a very {Inportanth_(iléu.lsc. nnectiz)n L
that ““No person shall utilise the time or the services of a chi 1}111 rcoise g
any employn ent of such child, whether fo:: remuneration or othe vxl' y P i
manner or at such times of the day as to interfere with the Tegu ’:li‘_ R
of the child at the recognised primary school.”” This is something which g
new perspective to education. '

; ! Sk
Lastly is clause 50, which shows how an education tax should be imposed i
any particular area ar.d for what reasons. y ! =
So, Sir, these are all the clauses of the Bill and I ha?'e alre;}cllybclrrltzetiscd
explain the implications of the Bill as best as T could, T hope you wi p

0 . ; ; 5 . - the
to accept the Motion. 1 hope that within the period that we havs fixed for
submission of the

. e > provisions
report, we shall be able to sit together to discuss th: PIONGE
of the Bill, then ¢

i 1tti for
ome before the House with the report at its next sitting,
its consideration.

The Hon
““That th
Committee ¢

‘ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : : A
e Assam Il:rimary Education Bill, 1946 be referred to a Select
onsisting of the following Members :—
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman,
Dr. Emran Hussain Chaudhury,
Maulavi Abdul Barj Chaudhury,
Mr. A. C. Tunstall,
Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar,
Srijut Chanoo Kheria,
- Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,
Babu Bidyapati Singha.
13' Hon’ble Maulay; Abdur Rasheed,

20~ U1 W B

Stijut Rajendra Nath Barua and .
A8 The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Education— Chairman.
Five Me

ittee to submit its
mbers to form 5 quorum and the Select Committ
¢ 31st January, 1947

i ortunity
Maulavi SAYIDyR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take ““"Hnﬁg’ﬁtmg me
of expressing ™Y gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister_for COmIpt‘ ke my stand
on the steps that were taken by me for the framing of this Bill. If I ta il g
to-day to Parficipate in the discussion on this Motion, I do s0 nt; e before
avowed object of OPposing the measures but only with a view to p ace it
the House the merits ang demerits of the Bill as they appear to ?1 et
careful “Xamination of (he same. This Bill is no doubt an outcome of e f the
efforts on the parg of successive Governments to place primary Cc_iucatm'} g ing
Province on 5 oRnd¥and Istable ' hastl ana Tor achieving the ideal o h'avBill
compulsory Primary education frec in the Province. I must say that 1As a
is an essential anq indispensable step in the achievement of our goal. As r
Bill is going tq affect (he destiny of the future education of thelbroyinceliand fd
the people of ajl communities and creed, it is all the more necessary that it shou
not be hurried

through, but should he subjected - to a very searching and close
examination by this hon, |

Touse,

report by th
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So far as the principles are concerned, as the Hon’ble Premier has already
pointed out, the main principle that underlies the Bill is to take away the control
of primary education from the Local Bodies. Obviously this will appear to be
a very unpalatable and retrograde measure. If T am permitted to go a bit into
the history of this move, I may inform the House that the Central Advisory
Board of Education appointed as far back as in 1937 a Vernacular Education
Committee to consider certain questions connected with the administration and
control of primary education. In that Committee we had eminent persons like
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Mr. B. G. Kher-—the present Premier of Government
of Bombay. They came to the conclusion that a Board of Vernacular Educa-
tion consisting of not more than 7 members with the Minister of Education
should be constituted to discuss the question of Primary Education. In that
Committee’s report we find that they suggested that they would like to see
that all provinces make a survey of the existing schools, as has been and is being
carried by the United Provinces and Madras, with a view to wider location
of schools, improvement of schools, closure of unnecessary ones and -amalgama-
tion of others. During my time this survey was undertaken and I think, the
report has already been submitted to the present Government. I hope, with the
result of this survey it will be easy for this Government to give effect to the
proposal of expansion of primary education on a stable basis. After the report
of that Committee, the United Provinces Government submitted a memorandum
to the Central Advisory Board. It is a long report, but I shall take the
indulgence of the House to read ouly a certain portion of it. The memorandum
says:—“The only arguments for the control of education by local authoritics
are two, viz., that the local interests will be better looked after and, that is
necessary to train Local Government Bodies by handing over to them _the cc_mtrol
of education. Neither of these arguments will bear examination and the history
of primary education carried out under these COIld}thl’lS is a record of waste,
mismanagement and intrigue. The cause of children cannot be allowed to
suffer any longer owing to what at the best 1s sentimental belief in decentralisa-
tion. There is no doubt that a central organisation of primary education will
lead to the spread of literacy by better organisation, better use of the monsey
available an avoidance of local intrigues and jealousies™.

It goes further on that local contx_‘ol on primary _educgltion may be justified
where the population 1s educated but it cannot be Jus}tﬁed mna country where the
vast majority of its population are entirely illiterate. The Jentral Advisory Board

: this memorandum of the United Provinces and

at their 8th meecting considered : _ .
accepted the rccomr;cndations of the Standing Gommittee generally and decided
that Government should assume full responsibility for the administration of pri-

mary education wherever practicable but where that was not practicable the
Government should assume greater control over primary _educatlon under local
bodies, particularly in matters of general policies, d:stl_"]butlon of grants, appoint-
ment and transfer of officers, etc. This recommendation was made several years
back and the provinces were asked to {mple‘ment the recommendations and
ascordingly we in Assam also appointed a committee under the Chairmanship
of Mr. S. €. Roy. Mr. Roy in his report stated that a Central
Advisory Board should be constituted in the Province. So, Sir, from this history
appear that however unplcasz;nt a measure this might be to the local
bodies who had been controlling primary eduqatlon for such a long period,
it will surely enable the Government to pla(':e primary education on a sounder
Having approved of the principles of this Bill I pass on to its provisions.

it would

basis. | (
The Hon’ble the Prime Minister told just now that the Bill was conceived by
me but I may inform the House that I do not take the responsibility for the

provisions of this Bill, As T said hefore that this Bill is going to affect the people
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of all communities, I am to consider whether there are sufficient guarantee in
the provisions of this Bill for future expansion of primary cducation as is under-
stood by my community. Sir, primary education to the Muhammadans does
not mean only the learning of the three R’S and general knowledge and all that,
but religious education forms an indispensable part of the primary education.
Now, this fact—this special position of Muhammadans in the sphere of
education—had been recognised from the carliest time. Even the East India
Company also recognised that elements of religious education for the Muhamma-
dans as a community should be encouraged. Sir, I nced not waste the time ©
the House by giving a history of this but 1 may say this much that in the
Educational Despatch of 1854 the Government of India said :—

““We shall receive with favour any proposition which may appear to you
to be likely to supply the want of so large portions of the natives of India’.
Under the Viceroyalty of Lord Mayo the Government passed a resolution on
the subject of Muslim Education in 1871 laying down certain principles which
were accepted and elaborated by the Hunter Commission of 1882. Doctor
Hunter in his Book entitled the ‘Indian Mussalmans’ attributed the general
apathy evinced by the Mussalmans towards Western education to 3 main causes—
(a) want of muslim teachers (b) absence of the provision of moslem languages
and (¢) absence of religious education. The Commission of 1882 recommended
among other things that special encouragement of Muslim education was to be
regarded as a legitimate charge on local, municipal and provincial funds. Indi-

genous schools for Moslems were to be liberally encouraged to add purely
secular subjects to their curriculum.”

So, my object in reading out the extracts above is to show that the Govern-
ment of India had consistently been following the policy of having religious
education as indispensable to the curriculum for Moslem education.

Now, I have to refer to the change that has comein that policy. Sir, we
have often been hearing about the Wardha System of education. The Muslim
Community has been consistently opposing the Wardha System of education.
'The Central Advisory Board of Education appointed two committees to consider
the Wardha System of education. In the first committee Dr. Zakir Hussain—
the author of the Wardha Scheme, was invited and he was asked to explain the
Wardha System. Dr.Zakir Hussain next answered the criticism which had arisen in
one form or other mainly from Muslim sources that the proposed Wardha Schools
neglected religious education, and were entirely secular in outlook. He admitted
that the Scheme prescribed no syllabus in religious education as the difficulties
were obvious, but one of its foundations was a respect for all religions.  Again
Dr. Hussain stated that no community need have the least apprehensions that
the Wardha Scheme was intended to discourage any form of religion or religious
observance. hiedas
4 From this it will be clear that Dr. [“_lusszlin h'ad to admit that there is no

irect provision for religious education in the Wardha Scheme. Now Sir, the
Sargent Report had also given the go-bye to religious education. T wil] be seen
that the basic education of which we have heard so much is also SR eeeen
Wardha Scheme. The Sargent Report says :-—“Basic education as envyj

the C-cr_ltral Advisory Board embodies many of the educational {deas conts:'gegi I:I)K
the original Wardha Scheme, though it differs from it in certain 1m orta ltn anti-
CUlaI"S-_ ”ljhe main principle of ‘learning through activity’ has bcc*rl?endn spclrb

educatmms}:s all over the world. At the lower stages the activity will ¢ l?r ;any
?’;rms, lﬂaq;ng gradually up to a basic craft or crafis suited to local ccmdi?ig?,g Sg
(:01;1 ?gp]:?;:f”),k the whole of the curriculum will be  harmonised with this general
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So, this shows that basic education, as adumbrated by the Sargent Report,
is mainly based on the Wardha Scheme and Mr. Sargent admitted that “The
question of religious education, however, falls into a diffierent category. The
importance which the Board attach at all stages of education to the training of
character has already been stressed. The e will be probably general agreement
that religion in the widest sense should inspire all education and that a curri-
culum devoid of an ethical basis will prove barren in the end. The Board cer-
tainly envisage that private schools conducted by denominational and other
bodies will have their appropriate place in a national system, provided that so far
as secular instruction is concerned, they comply with the conditions and reach
the standards prescribed in the case of State Schools”.

Now in this repori recommeadation made by them is that State should pro-
vide facilities as at present for every community to give religious teaching when so
desired but not at the cost of the State. So I say that both this Wardha System
and the basic education as adumbrated in the Sargent Report do not insist that
religious education should form part and parcel of the education that is to be
imparted to the children of the great Muhammadan community, and that the

State should bear the expenses of such education.

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will the hon. Member please
explain what he means by ‘religious education’ ?

Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : It is knowledge of religious principles,

tenety and rituals.

My hon. Friends opposite feel that it
communal consideration in considering this Bill. To them I say that they con-
veniently forget that Muhammadans do not regard themselves as a community
but as 2 Nation. In any system of national education there must be statutory

provision for giving the Muslims religious teaching.

is not proper for me to bring any

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Isit a nation for India or for the
entire Muslim Community ?

_Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The Hindus and Muslims are two nations
in India. With this background lct me examinc the provisions of this Bill now.

First of all the definition. Definition of primary education means education

in such subjects and up to such standard as may be prescribed in this behalf by
the Provincial Government. Definition of primary education is left to be pres-
cribed by rules by the Government. S0 it is uncertain and vague. It may be
that the Government as at present constituted, a Government which is wedded to
the basic system of . education, will feel inclined to define primary education later
in a way to suit their own purposes and give effect to their own ideology.
The most important provision in this Bill is the constitution of the Provincial
Board which is not only advisory as pointed out by the Hon’ble Premier, but is also
executive. It will exercise executive control over the School Board. So on the
constitution of this Board depends everything. But the pity is that the constitution
of this Board is also left to be prescribed by the rules. Clause 4 says that “The
Provincial Board shall consist of the prescribed number of members amongst
whom shall be included...... I may point out that in the Bill which was drafted
under my guidance, the number of provincial hoards was given there. In this
clause it has been omitted and morecover, if I remember aright, we provided in the
constitution that there will be certain number of members from the Muhamma-
dan community also. But this provision has also been omitted. There was a

*Speech not corrected.




1680, THE ASSAM PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL, 1946 [23rD SepT.

further provision that in the Board the minority communities Wwill be
adequately represented kut that important provision has been omitted [rom
this Bill.

In the matter of the constitution of the School Board also similarly everything
has been left to be prescribed by the rules. In clause 17 it has been said that The
Subdivisonal Board shall consist of the prescribed number of members amongst
whom shall be included so and so. Thiz School Board will exercise extensive
powers. The School Board shall perform the following duties and functions with-
in its own area namely : (1) creation of new primary schools ; (2) recognuition, con-
trol, redistribution, expansion and amalgamation of primary schools. {3) Appoint-
ment, transfer, leave, reward and punishment of primary school teachers, atten-
dance officers; (4) Provision of adequate accommodation in and supply of necessary
equipments to primary schools ; (5) Grant of funds to primary schools for their
contingent expenditure ; (6) Payment of salary of primary school teachers and
attendance officérs. These important functions have been given to the proposed
School Board.

Then under clause 51 the Provincial Government have been empowered to
make rules for carrying out the provisions of this Act. Amongst others, the
following had been powers given to them namely: Prescribing the curri-
ulum, duration ; standard and syllabus of the course of inspection to
be imparted in a primary school. Now, Sir, my submission is this that
the Provincial Government have been empowered to make rules about
everything. The Provincial Government is going to act on the advice of the Pro- .
vincial Board. Soitis essential that there should be adequate representation of
Muhammadans in the Board to ensure that type of primary education, which 33
per cent. of the population of this Province want, may be imparted without any
check or hindrance. There is no such guarantee. The provisions are absolutely
uncertain as to any furture facilities that will be given to absorb the present
Maktab education into the proposed scheme of primary education. This
Bill therefore falls short of our expectations. With these words I resume my seat.

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : It is already 4 o’clock, Sir.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : What do the hon. Members propose to do ?

*The Hon'ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We shall carry on and
finish this Bill at any rate.

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : From l_llis side of the House,
there are at least ten speakers. ‘They must take at least four hours.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Should we rise at 4-30 for tea and then
re-assemble,

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If we break up for tea, Mus-
lim Members will require some more time to say their afternoon prayer. If we
break now, we must re-assemble at five and then we shall have to re-break at 6-3(
for sunset prayer.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What should we do in the circumstances ?
I seek the co-operation of the hon. Members.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Many Members are going
away to-morrow, and they want to break up early. In spite of my best efforts to
curtail this debate, I have a list of nine Members who want to take part,

*Speech not corrected.,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : s it possible that we break up 4t 4.30 and

re-assemble at 9 50 that we can carry on and ﬁm‘;,h the business ; otherwise, I do
not see how we can finish this important piece 0% legislation.  Has the Hon’ble
the Leader of the House any suggestion ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOL: T am disposed to think,
Sir, that this piece of legislation should be finished by any means within the course
of the day. If we sit in a co-operative mood to finish the business, I think, by
about 5-30 at the latest it will be finished ; I think we can sit il then, if the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition wishes it. ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But he has several Members to speak.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I suppose 1% hours will be
enough time.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As regards the position of the Chair, T want
to make it clear that I am anxious to finish the business, at the same time T am
equally anxious to carry on the wishes of the hon. anbcrs of the House. There-
fore, | am seeking the advice and co-operation from the different parties and
groups as to how best we can dispose of to-day’s business. The other Motion
will not probably take long time although I am not surc il I am treading upon surer
ground. The statement may, if necessary, be kept 1n abcyan(_:e for more opportune
time but as regards the Bill I seek suggestions and co-operation from the different

groups and leaders as to what should be done really.

Mr. W. R. FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, since the large number of Members
who wish to speak to-day will not ultimately be deprived from speaking if we cut
the debate short, asthe Motion is only to refer the Bill to Select Committee,
I think, if we sit for an hour or for an hour and_ a half and the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition could get a fewer number of his party to speak at less
length than they normally would, we might get through the business by 5-30.

I think, Sir, this Bill involves a great princi-
difference of opinion on the principle.
we accept the principles of the Bill.
After hearing me, I think, Mr. Faull

*Maulav ABDUL HAMID :
ple which is to be discussed and there is
If we send the Bill to a Select Committee,
That position we are not ready to accept. — Al
will think differently and say that the Motion is premature.

The Hon’ble the SPEAEER : But after hearing what the ex-Education
Minister has said so eloquently and covering the vital clauses and fundamental
principles so forcefully do you think that there will be much tosay ? Of course,
I do not anticipate.

All right let us carry on.

Mr. A. C TUNSTALL: Mor. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of this group T rise to,
support this Bill as we fcel that this is a very important maiter and we all hope and
assume that the education proposed will be more suited to the needs of the agricul-
tural workers generally than the present system. ‘The present system, I think,
has failed because it has no direct relationship with the lives of the manual

workers.

*Speech not corrected.
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Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am not a little surprised
that such a piece of legislation has been introduced in this House in this manrer.
First of all, before introducing this Bill, I think, a survey should have been made of
the existing primary schools and what number of primary schools we shall require
for the purposes of implementation of the provisions of the compulsory Primary
Education Bill. T am sorry, Sir, the Hon’ble Prime Minister has not given us any
indication of the financial implications of the Scheme. That is Very necessary.
The hon Members must know before they accept the principle of compulsory
Primary Education Bill what is going to be our commitment and what resources
are at our disposal, and what area initially we are in a position to take up for
compulsion.  Sir, we can get credit from the public if we go ahead. IfI remem-

ber aright and if my_information is correct, in all other provinces they have not
gone upto 14 years in their Acts.

) They are not making it compulsory from the
age of 6 to 14. They have limited compulsion from 6 to 11. Sir, the Govern-

ment of Assam is not in possession of enough resources. They therefore, want to
introduce compulsion p’ece-meal.

benefit of compulsion

It is always bad that cer ain areas will get the
derably so far as

and introduction of compulsion should be delayed consi-
deral the other areas are concerned. If the age is raised from 6 to 14
it will mean tremendous increase in expenditure. Morcover, Sir, I do not think
the HO“’b]_ﬂ EducationMinister has taken into consideration the economic condition
of our C‘Jlt_lVﬂtm‘s. I do not think he has sufficiently appreciated the difficulties
of the.cultwators who in the busy agricultural season has to requisition the services
of their boys for the purpose of tending cattle and other works. This is always
done at the busy season of cultivation and the busy season of harvesting. Sir, this
difficulty if he co

uld appreciate, he would not have raised the age from 11 to 14,
rather would have thought of lowering the same.

Sir, provision has been made for Provincial Advisory Board. The
very name signifies that

7. it is Advisory Board to control the Sub-
divisional School Board. The School

. Board is a statutory body, they have
got independent powers, but the Advisory Body that is to control them are

merely advisory and entirely under the thumb and control of the Government.
It appears to me, Sir, that the whole intention behind the Billis to keep control
in the hands of Government. Lest I forget I may make another point clear.
Before introducing this Bill in this House, the Hon’ble Premier has not con-
sulted the Opposition. If there be need for continuity in any measure adopted
by Government this is a measure in which continuity of policy is necessary.
Suppose the present Government goes out and another quernmcnt take over
the latter may alter the whole system, and that will be disascrous so far as
cxpansion of primary education in the Province _is concerned.  So,
Sir, this is a matter 3n which there must be complete agrecment between the
Opposition and the Government - that the question of expansion of prima-
rZosducation may not be a subiscct):t of contro%erSY-bf‘tween difeient Pt
%)ccnpsgiig:} fé)rl?;n;:;nluei JTam sorry, Sir, not the slighte;;;l ()[)Poil;t;‘r':;éicgsq
the Opposition was no(zc; klﬂt(_) its provisions before the Bill was )
el a lc:n into confidence in this matter. L TA RS
non-official r‘lprescntatiocmg say in the preamble that these committe len
. been laid down, fgq D, but the procedure for selection of such met;fl )S‘ e
and the Debt Gonciliagoe: OEedurc be the same as in the case ofSup}? y -fY{f:iom ':'lu(;b
sory primary education i :)}ii_rd;, then, Sir, Cl(})]d he.lpdthe‘ fl'utug: (i:rnmeﬁt 3
not working on the lineg }? rovince. SII‘,- the mind ot the Govern B
land is treated ag His I\,?r‘fw 1’Ch deOC'rfl(‘Y 1s run ; the Opposition lrll ing-
proper selection of halest\{s Oppusition. - We have HEANS clouhtswwll'].cr
T id éll’fl ers w:]l‘hc made f r the Committee. F.hcrcforc, Sir,
Provided in the Bill how these Boards are to be constituted.
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‘The objection of mine as regards the constitution of the Provincial Board
applies also to the constitution of the Suhdivisional Boards. Here also it should
be indicated in the Bill how the members are to be selected. There should be
minority representation. I do not press the claim of the Muslims alone ; it is
very necessary that the backward people, viz., the scheduled castes, hill tribes,
plain tribals, etc., should have statutory representation. From the small expe-
rience I have got of Local Boards and of the public I have gathered that
advanced and clever people take away all the money that is provided by the
Local Boards for primary education for schools in their respective localities,
Jeaving the backward people to their lot. So, Sir, it is very necessary that the
Muslims, the scheduled castes, the tribals and the hill tribes should have statu-
tory representation in the Provincial and Subdivisional Boards, and it must not be
Jelt to the sweet will of the party that is thrust into power.

Then, Sir, I refer to clause 28 wherein it is stated “The P.ovincial Govern-
ment may, on the advice of the Provincial Board or otherwise rescind in part
or in whole any resolution, order or decision of a School Board and may also
prohibit the doing of any act in pursuance of such resolution, etc.” Sir, the
whole mentality of the present Government is demonstrated Dby this provision.
They can rescind everything even without the advice of the Advisory Board
selected by them. Thisis giving too much latitude to Government 1n the
matter of administration of the provisions of this important Bill. I do not know,
Sir, who wi'l constitute the Boards ; if the members be of their own party they *
may not take it as a slur, but no respectable man will agree to bea member of
the Advisory Board if they are to be treated in this way. Sir, no self-respeciing
man will agree to serve iu the Provincial Board unless greater consideration is
showed to their susceptibilities in making provision in this Bill.

Then, Sir, I refer to clause 29 (1), wherein it is SEAtCO RS Rt e the Pro-
vincial Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette supersede -such
School Board and reconstitute it afresh..... - SR »  Here, Sir, in the matter of

supersession and nomination of members of t}}e reconstltu't(_:d School Board
the poor Advisory Provincial Board is entirely lcft in the lurch. They are not even
to be consulted in superseding and reconstituting a Board which they are
supposed to control. The whole thing is left with the Government.

Then, Sir, I am reading clause 41 :“As_soon as possible after the com-
mencement of Part I of this Act, the Provincial Government shall, by notifi-
cation in the Official Gazetie, declare that primary education shall be compul-
sory in the area or arecas for which School Boards have been cons_tituted"- Sir,
after  knowing a bit of the working of the Local Boards in the matter
of primary education, I have gravest dou‘bls that people who are advanced and
who have got influence will be able to force the Government or the School
Board to introduce compulsion in their area. I submit, Sir, if a Board is to
introduce compulsion in any subdivisional area the whole area must be taken
up all at once ; otherwise I have grave doubts that coal will be carried to New
Castle. That is my apprehension, Sir. They will say “introduce it in our
area as there are more schools, the expenditure will be less”. So, Sir, the
areas which were not well-served before will be left to their lot. I do not,
therefore, think that the words ‘‘areaor” should remain at all,

Then, I am reading from clause 50 : «“The Provincial Government may,
by notification in the Official Gazette, impose an education tax in any area
of compul ion............"" I do not know, Sir, whether there is any such provision
of taxation in any place or in any constitution in the world. Sir, have you ever
heard that taxes are imposed on people by notification and they are not
given any opportunity to have their say before they are actually taxed. The peo-
le I submit, Sir, have not been provided with any forum for ventilating their
grievances ; and need I point out that this hon. House also has been over-
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looked. Tts valued right of sponsoring  taxation measure is being surrepti-
tiously taken away. [ am really surprised to find the Congress Party is
showing

scant regard to public opinion and trying to as
more dictatorial than those of the Czar of Russia. This sort of taxation will

bring shame. The taxes will be rot less than Rs 2 and not more than Rs.25,

and we are to accept that principic. FHas the Hon’ble Education Minister who

is also the Premier given out any indication on what basis he has calculated and

how he has fixed that the tax should vary from Rs.2 to Rs 95 ? I think it must

have been fixed at his sweet will. This sort of measure was never introduced even

under the Reforms of 1919 in this Legislature. This is a retrograde measure which

involves the acceptance of a principle that will override all principles of demo-

cratic Government. Therefore Sir, [ respectfully submit that there is inhe-

rent defects in the Bill as it is going to nullify the democratic princij les, per-
haps unconsciously. The scheme to be adopted here should be so framed as

calculated to bring the backward areas under the system of compulsion first, by
giving more education grant to the School Board to be constituted for the
purpose of compulsion. But we have not been given any indication how Govern.
ment Will introduce compulsory education. In such circumstances it is not
proper that we should accept the principle of the Bill by agrecing to the Select
Committee. T, therefore, formally propose that this Bill be circulated for elici-
ting public opinion by the 31st January, 1947 in order that the people who are
going to be vitally affected could have their say before this piece of legislation
is discussed and decided upon in this House. :

I also suggest that in the meantime the (;ovei'n-meqt should make it a
point to see that the Opposition and  other  minority communities in
the Legislature are consulted so that this piece of legislation at least may
not be a plaything with succeeding Government. Such a measure can
be evolved by eliciting  public opinion and consulting every shade of
opintonmit this Hod ses il his il D AE s s which will vitally concern the
rural economy. I personally want and I think other hon. Members also want
that primary education should be made compulsory. Future constitution, T am
sure, will enlarge the scope of franchise and so more Jpeopic will _have vote. 74
is vital that they should be well-equipped to cast their vote Judiciously in
future election,” Sir do realise the situation but at tl_lc_samc time T want
to know what the f)COpTc have got tosay aboutit. Thisis people’s Govern.
ment and so the Government should take the opinion of the people on any Mmatter
of vital importance. [f any change is found necessary after taking the opinion
of the peopl: that must “be incorporated in the Bill. W_hcn 1t will agajy
come before this House after public opinion has been obtained, 1t will haye
to be thoroughly discussed on this floor so that no room may be left for any

future Government that might come in to make any vital change ang
dislocate the whole machinery,

sume dictatorial power,

any

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : . i
“That the Assam Primary Education Bill, 1946 be circulated for ehc1ting
public opinion by 31st January, 1947.”

Maulavi ABD(L, BAR] CHAUDHURY: Sir-1 beg to support
Motion that

January 1947,

At the very outset T must make it perfectly clear, that we are in agreem
with the main principle underlying the provisions of the Bill. '
number of years we have bheen clamouring for m
" early introduction of frec
ter of fact this is ]

this
the Bill be circulated to elicit public opinion by the 31st of

ent
For a large
aking suitable arrangements for
compulsory primary education in Assam. As a mat-
1€ prior responsibility of any Goyvernment worth the name.

b s
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I have been long connected with the primary education in Assam. And
from my experience I am f{ully c'rnwin(_:t'(l that drastic reforms in. the: feld of
education is long overdue  For 1ack of supervision, lor lack of financial resour-
ces and for lack of proper vision our schools are pining in the cold shade of
neglect. The time has come when we sl3oltld examine the problem in allits
bearing. The appalling wastage in the field of primary education shoold be
stopped and that without delay. The Curr:cul_nm and th courses ol studies re-
quire a thorough overhauling. The small children require very careful hand-
ling. We must create such an environment so that a child’s mind may unfold
itself more easily.

In The Primary Education Conlerence held in 1942 at the instance of the
Provincial Government, I insisted that primary education should he made the
sole charge of the Government and I moved a resolution for establishing School
Boards in the subdivisions and a Provincial Board at the centre so as to co-erdi-
nate the activities of the School Bo The resolution was adopted in the

Clonference.

ards.

But unfortunately the Bill as presented by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
as drafted it will not meet the need of

falls far short of our demand. T am afraid, .
the moment. I am conyinced that it will not further the cause of primary educa-

tion to a large extent. The ugliest feature of the present Bill is the centralisation
of power in the hands ol the Provincial Government, This is something which
is not in consonance with the spirit of the time a.nc‘l should be resented by all
sections in this hon. House. I entertain great 1m1sgiving that under the fetters of
Governmental control, the progress of primary _education will be h_ampcred at
every stage and the Bill as drafted will defeat its own purpose. This is a very
serious matter and should engage our earnest attention.

nted before the House in a skeleton form, and too
he Provincial Government to be provided for under
vhat prompted Government to take

do not know v
of fact, the rules that are yct to be made
the Bill has receded to the back-ground.

Even cardinal pringiples of primary education have been left out to be provided
for by the rules. In going through the Bill I ]’1:,1\/{: been c_tonfromed at least
forty times by the words ‘prescrib2 and ‘prescribed’.  What is the constitution
e o e B R oA and  the School Boards ? It willEeabe

School age, what is the curriculum,

provided by the rules. What is the >
what will be the course of studies,—the Bill does not bother to answer, These

are left with the Government and will be provided in the rules. As a matter
of fact everything that is needed for a succgsful execution of the Bill is left
out for the rules. This is an extraordinary  course that the Govern-

for the sirongest protest from the public.

ment have followed and calls !
be placed before the Assembly ; I doubt

It may be argued that rules will > 1
very much whether this course will be taken. Even if it be so, the rules will

lack the sanctity of legislation. Ordinarily the rul? confines itself on matters of
procedure and does not dabble with matters of policy.

The Bill has been prese
much has been usurped by t
their rule-making power. I
this unusual course, As a matter
have come up to the forefront and

Bill is that it is equally permissive in character like
In the old Bill the initiative of introducing
was left with the Local Boards and

My next objection to the
the Primary Education Act of 19 6.
compulFO"Y education in any area or arcas
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: . rovinci sovernment,
in the present caseit is left with the vagarics of the l?lovmm?jl]((_l.r:\ISOIt]klmw
It will mean hardly any improvement in the state of things an C

; i rimary ceducation in
how farit will lead uson our way to the introduction of primary education i
the Province, free and compulsory.

The Bill as presented before the HouSe betrays a lamcqtable lack 101‘ co:;gcli
appreciation of the actual state of things in thc'Provmcc _01 Assair‘;, ot'u_rw et
would not have gone for extending the age of compulsion to years. e
rather curious that while other provinces with more resources are trying Lo in o7
duce compulsory primary education for a period of 4 or '5 Years, 'Assarm 'l.'.(;ln
its very limited resources are rushing in_f_or an elementary (_(luc‘.allc;n'1 orG g
8 years. One may very well be excused if he doubts the  bonafides of the Govy-

eéfnment as regards their intention in - introducing compulsory primary edu-
cation throughout the Province.

Another landmark in the Bill under discussion is the absence of statqury
e v regards minority rcpresclllﬂlif{“ in. the Boa_.-ds.- \Vhattt'v.cr t}lc t({m.l—
gress propagandist might say, such grotection 1s essentially necessary in these
days of party administration,

prov

Coming to the Bill itself, first of all I will refer to the preamble. The
latter portion reads as follows: ‘“whereas it is the declared policy of the Govern-
ment that universal, free and compulsory primary education should be lptrOdlfC'
ed in the province as carly as possible”.  So, Sir, we find an indefinite time—¢as
carly as possible’. So, we do not set out a definite time limit for lnlll”f?duflf}g
universal compulsory primary education. rI‘hf:‘ words ‘as earl}_r aSlPUfsfblﬁ 11
the preamble read along with sub-clause (3) of clausc_ lmakeg it all the _more
vague and indefinite, I submit that the mtroducqon .Of BRinany
education is the urgent need of the day and option of starting it cannot be
left with the sweet will of the Government. We must specifically mentiop

when we are going to enforce compulsion and it must be stated in the bOdY
of the Bill.

The word ‘Child’ has been defined as follows : ¢ <Chila’ means a !Joy or a girl
whose age is hetween six years and fourteen years as the Provincial ”(.wovel'_n-
SR T e e e prescribe in  this  behalf”’. Sir,
this definition 15 also not complete by itself. The option of mOdlf-iCauon
is_left with the Provincial Government. Herein we are going Lo restrict the
school age of compulsion trom 6 to 14. OF course the Provincial 'Government
may  alter A e ards) The hon. Members Will  remep,_
ber that the same age is provided for the boys as well as iorwl the girls, Also
rﬁmember that we are providing mainly for the rural areas. Can you conceive
that a vij)

age guardian either a Hindu or a Muslim will allow his girl to walk
about a mile i

A € I going to schools in broad day light ? It should also be cop.
SIC_icred whether s W vould 'He practicable to enforce the attendance
of unwilling boys‘upto 14, years cven with the best effortg of
the guardian,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cannot the Select Committee ajter the
school going age ?

_ Maulavi ABDUL, BAR] CHAUDHURY: I do not think, Sir. 1t j5,
Y;tal matter concerning policy, and I do not know if the Bill is referred to a
Select Commit 7

: 3 tlee, the Select Committee will be competent to alter the provi-
sions of the Bil],

b
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I am conscious that the framers of the Bill were eager to ensure a perma-
nent literacy amongst the adults. But we must maintain a touch with reality
and should n_ot'?att_cmpt an impossibility. I am also conscious that a good deal of
controversy is raging amongst the educationists over the problem of school-going
age. Seven plus appears to me to be a good number, and it may extend up to the
age of 12. This will ensure more efficiency and less wastage in our children.
Apart from these considerations we must also think over our meagre resour-
ces. Even with the post-war boom it will not be unlimited. So how can we
dare to experiment in an eight years course ? -

Sir, now I will take up the vexed question of the constitution of the Sub-
divisional and Provincia! Boards. Provision has been made for ex-officio mem-
bers only. We do not know what will be the actual number of members in this
Board. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge states as follows: <‘Government feel therefore that the time has come 10
grapple with the problem of illitcracy, so as to attain a solution as early as possi-
bleg and have designed this Bill to arm themselves with the necessary statutory
powers, and to set up an organisation, largely non-official in character, with
ample powers for ridding the province completely of the shame and shadow of
illiteracy” Sir, stress is put specially on 3 words—organisation, non-official and
powers, Here by the word organisation he means the Provincial Boards and the
Subdivisional Boards. Will these Boards be largely non-official in character ?
Let us turn to the constitution as provided in the body of the Bill.
I may submit for the information of the hon. Members that under the
provision as has been provided in the Bill, the machinery for the control
over primary education will be largely official and not non-official.

As regards the constitution of the Provincial Board, it has been stated thac{.
the Diiector of Public Instruction will be the ex-gfjicio Ch'zurman of the ]?:loar
and that two representatives elected by the Assam Leglslatwc A-ssembl;é an On-i
reprcsentative elected by the Assam Legislative Council shall be included amongs
the members. Excepting these four persons we do not know how many more
will be taken in the Provincial Board. In this connectior, I would like tg
submit that the representatives from the Legislature must be at least five. An
that out of these D e e R T [ s RS T W OIS Y be Moslem.
Sir, I also fecl, as a Chairman of a Local Board, that the, Local Boaérfls are
being deprived of their main share in primary education. .‘icsc_Ifioar ?jm};mt
find adequate representation in the constitution qf the Provincial Boar aE  that
must be provided by the Act. My suggestion is that at least three Chairmen
of Local Boards must be taken in the Provincial Board.

As regards the constitution of the Subdivisional Board, here also the number
of members has not been specifically mentioned ; itis to be prescribed by rule.
The Deputy Inspector of Schools for the Subdivision shall be the Secretary and
the Senior Sub-Inspector of Schocls, a member, As regards the rest of the
members, the Bill is silent. Sir, the members of the Local Board are elected
rcprescntatives of the people, and T do not understand why adequate representa-
tion of the Local Board should not be made on the Subdivisional Board.
The Primary School teachers have been clamouring for a long time forz repre-

ptation on the Local Board as so many of them are employed hy the Boards. So.
=% ision should be made for including some representatives of the Primary
Szlc(l)l‘(’)é)i teachers in the Subdivisional Board.
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Now, Sir, I will discuss about the power that has been con[crrqd ons the
Boards. From the provisions made in the Bill especially clauses 23 to 28—
hon. Members will find that practically no power has been given to the bch’o?l
Boards. Government at their own option can remove any member of the Bo(uq
if they think that he is not w. rking properly. Then, again, any resolution that
is passed by the School Board will not be binding on the _G:wc'rmncnt. ['he}i
may rescind any resolution of the Board however important it might be, under
their executive powers.

There is another dangerous provision in clauss 29. The Provincial Govern-
ment may supersede these School Boards at any time they like and may in their
turn nominate all the members of the Board and appoint their own Chairman.
Sir, on the point of Chairmanship of the School Boardthe Bill is also silent.  But
it has been provided that for the first ten years the Chairmen of the Boa}-rl's_ will
be nominated by Government. It is more than certain that in the Sql)dim;uma[
Board the Subdivisional Officer will be appointed Chairman. Sir, can tha
Subdivisional Officer with his multiferious engagements give his whole-hearted
attention to primary education—I ask. Moreover, in these days o_{ democtacy
we do not understand why an official should be allowed to prc_s:dc over the
School Board even for five years. T'his is the most objectionable feature of the
Bill and we cannot but register our emphatic protest on this point

Sir, one of the main intentions of the Provincial Government is to do away
with the dual control of primary education, but from the provisions of the Bill i¢
is found that the dyal control will rigidly remain as it is now. The Scbool
Boards, as they will be constituted, will be analogous to the lLocal Boards. The
School Boards with most of their members nominated will be worse even than
the Local Boards whg are at present administering over the primary education
of the Province. Hop Members are aware that there are two kinds of primary
schools at present. The majority of these schools are administered by the Local
Boards but there are ajso a large number of schools which are managed dicectly

bY.GOVGI‘Hmcnt. The Bill is silent over what will happen to the Government
Primary Schools.

Then, the Hon'ble Premier refetred to item (v1) of sub-clause (2) of clause
32 of the Bill re

garding constitution of the Subdivisional Primary E.ducati.on
Pund. - Tmay inform him that only yesterday under the Chairmanship of the

inister of T,ocal Self-Government a conference of the Chairmen of
:ﬁ;cta;SBoa_rds Was held where a resolution was unanimously passed to lth(‘;o effect
Primary edpca.tlon is going to be in sole charge of the Provi l:lClh!. BO'1rc\lt(:l n-
they ;11‘& PE?SL"{:H: T el et Shuul-d BpGbEitatcn Oﬂ: i'['(_)lI.l the ["mld will chc?ci\?ﬁ
serious com-bl 18 l_?roug‘h dllﬁcult; fime. I hope, Sir, this question

Slderation of (he Hon’ble Premier.

e \::Ira’tlk":’:;iuﬁ' 1"((31fer to the very irn.pnrtan‘t Om':qsiu_n in the . 1.31“'- VZ‘LE?(;;]SHEE
T t][ : BL‘!CM[(“} We are going to impart in the | 1'111‘1(1“')"“9;[, From
Glauss £1 (2 » wlbf II_I' The Bill is scrupulously slent over the ma u[éi Unier
the Act prescribig : lllnfl that the Provincial Government may make r he course
of instruction togt € ‘curncululr!, durau_on, standard and syllabus 0[_ t) Ac’t th
Provincial Govern 5 lflilpartcd 1n.a Ly paietan school. So, under Lh—? > cour i
of instruction . Tl?::em' ![’t empowered Lo prescribe the curriculum and L-]Lcl (ii)lii'fsc
Stchieinit S}Ya;;”t I:IIC?U;-LC z:clco)li:dlng to ‘their own :cls‘.olo.‘;}’nc:::)t Iuvg
the sanction of the Lm'. Siplacedibsfore g Assembly and it sH3 .ry clever
manoeuvre ang  this RIS behind it. . This no doubt is a very i
of the Congr seRa: 14 been so devised with an ulterior otive. The caravan

s L{Oin“‘ilom_ll.‘sl‘;):ms\un and no dog Shi']“ bark at j¢. T
Province and {h;..l :uma““dum (‘Umpulsnly.prun;“:y‘ cducation L[,,-,,ug'iu‘)mi £
bt 1o ko an_enormous cxpenditure.  The country at large hasa
rig 14t type of education we are 50mg to impart to our children,
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The Members of the hon.  House has a right to demand a plausibie explanation

[rom the Hon’ble the Prime Minister on this point. We should not he forced to
rush ic with our eyes blindfold.

We have heard so much about the Post-War Planning in Education. We
have also been told that the Primary Education Bill is the first step for implement-
ing the Sargent Scheme as our Post-War Programme. But we ~entertain shrewd
suspicion that under the cover of the Sargent Plan, the Congress Government of
Assam intends to introduce on a very wide scale the Gandhian ideal in the field
of cducation. Their conduct, past as well as present, only corroborates our
apprehension.

During the 1st week of Julv, 1946, the Government of Assam called an
Educational Conference at Shillong in which three of the main protagonists of
the Wardha Scheme were invited. Though Dr. Zakir Hussain was not
available, Sree Arvanyyakam and Mrs. Asha Devi actually attended the
Conference at a great personal inconvenience. Incidentally these two persons
are the original signatories of the Zakir Hussain Report of the Wardha System of
cducation. And at the present moment they are engaged in working out the
Wardha Scheme in the Hindustani Talimi Sangha at Wardha. Could no other
expert be found out threughout India ? The Members attending the Conference
were led to believe that the Government of Assam were going to implement the
Sargent Recommendations to take advantage of the big capital grant under the
Post-War Plan.  But it was a camouflage, a clever bluff to hoodwink specially
the members of the Oppositicn.

In an explanatory note to the Supplementary Demand on Education we
find that Government have provided funds for establishing some addltionf}.l
training schools within the Province. We have also been told t].m.t a certain
number of cur officers have been sent t» Nelhi and Wardha for training in basic
education. And also that their servi es will be utilised in the schools meant for
the training of the Primary School teachers. We lmow. that certain pmvmcu?l
Governments have _cstablis]zecl training institutions to train up teachers in L!IC basic
system as outlined in the Sargent Scheme, and these institutions have rcc ‘ived the
approval of the Government of India. But still we chose to send our officers
to  two privatc]y n’mn‘ugcd 1nstitutions  which !mvc not as yet been ac(:cpted
by the Clentral Government  as (')onforrmng to their C(mdnmns:
There - are Government insfitutions at Patna and Bombay. A]];Lh:ﬂ_);‘ld has
new Training College with a six months course. But we avoided all
i slaces and sent our teachers to Wardha and Delhi, the only two centres
e ining in basic cducation of the Wardha pattern is being imparted in all
}'thrc t-'mfr Ts it not a prelude to the introduction of Wardha Scheme of Educa-
ez qu”l]\:‘. I’rimary Schools ?  The Government of Assam ought to bave known
t;m:; l?htc] curriculum of Wardha and Jamia Milla at Delhi has not yet been
;T‘lelarm-cd l;y the Central Advisory ‘Board of I"‘Adl:czltiqn. In 111}: 12th Session of the
Advisory Board held at Mysore in January last, it was decided to call for (h‘l,:
schemes of these two institutions for Cxﬂmmilt!()n.bciore rl}«:.y could accord ;‘hc'u
approval to them. The appointment of Mr. Small as Special Offizer of Basic
Fducation is another point for consideration.

started 2

Sir, in this state of things, the conclusions are irresistible that the Government
of Assam are going o i.nl!‘(J(.Ill(Jt! the W;n‘cl.lm .H:;]](‘mc in its entirety. 1;1:t bt} it
Wardha or Sargent, 1t will mean a  very big Jump—a major change of pr;]n,:y
entailing the destiny of the fllll'll'(t generations in Assam. Should not pubhc
opinlt’“ be consulted over such a big issue ? Should not the elected
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representatives of the people be taken into confidence before this is launched in
the Province ? Should the Provincial Government arrogate to itself the entire
responsibility over such a matter of momentous importance ? I am not here to
plead for the present system of education prevailing in our primary schools.
Rather it has often been stated that the curriculum of the primary schools is
very narrow and too much literary. By receiving education in a school a child
does not become a better or more useful member of the society. So long literacy
has been recognised as the sole aim of our primary education. and we do hold
that literacy should always be the main aim of such education. But we also agree
that by becoming literate a child should not alienate himself from his home.
The education he receives must be in keeping with the child mind and the
community life he leads. The defect in our system of primary education did not
go unnoticed and from time to time attempts were made to remedy the short-
comings. But these picce-meal changes had no appreciable effect and the
superstructure remained the same,

We will welcome a change but that change must be for the better. Sir,
we tried our best to raise a discussion over the advisability of introducing the
Ward ha Scheme of Education in Assam. Just on the eve of the session I tabled
a Motion for such a discussion but unfortunately the Motion was disallowed and

we had no opportunity to give vent to our fecling over the Wardha Scheme of
Education.

_ The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: You have got opport-
unity now.

®

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUpDHURY : Sir, it has already been stated
on the floor of this House that Muslem opinion in India has roundly condemned
the basic education under the Wardha Scheme on the ground that it B
godless system of education. The explanation of Dr. Zakir Hussain that the
truths that are common to all religion should be taught to all children, did not
allay their apprehension.
i Ecﬂi’;ﬁ“f“m e Goveg‘nmcnt of Assam try to introduce this Wardha Scheme
2 Biharon Oa.s_ a{i experimental measure they would do well to call for reports
Ho Schcm’c erSSd,-MadrRS an‘d Bombay. The hqn. Members are aware }h}at
Ly UfBi}iirtflkgn up ]f'y different (longress provinces in the year 1937. I llz
e th::n(]llﬂged in an c:\cpqnsivc experiment in the year 1938, 2.7 SChi?Ol-
fledged basic schools S oarani Districe and - were L G
an officer of theis ey ¢ 60 of 4 years the Government of Bihar appoinic
S e tgattlmn department to report on the working of th-se asni
satisfactory. Thi. 5 13? officer, the progress in the cultural subjects were nﬁ)
Wardha Scheme, S damned the enthusiasm of many protagonists ot
: {\s regards Orisg
training school with

4, Sir, the Government set up a Board of Basic Education. A
schools were started

i’x;h()stcl was started at Beri 'in the district of Cuttak. Fifl(}cn
up to February 1947 an;cll compact area ncar Beri. These continued to function
also tried in  Pombg ultimately closed down as being unsuccessful. It was
results. Y and Madras but nowhere did it achieve any appreciable

The crux of i
the exl)et‘imentalt:}iz :“fholc thing is that the Scheme has not as yet passed through
i A lics. It has never been tried anywhere in Assam. Nowhere
! € C@Y ~ \ S i .
for the rest of Indja? €N mtroduced. Should Assam  be the €X periment grouﬂd
i I do not like to spe
1t 1s a memorable doecy

ak too many words about the Sargent Scheme. No doubt
reconstruction in India

ment and presents a comprehensive scheme of ~ educational
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Sir, if we make a comparative study of the Wardha System of education and
the Sargent Scheme we find there is a gulf of difference  between these two. The
Sargent Report has torpedoed the self-supporting aspect of the Wardha Scheme.
According to the report only small percentage of the expenditure may be recovered
from the school. Here crait is not the pivot, it is only subsidiary but unfortuna-
tely the detailed syllabus has not yet been worked out.

Finally T would ask the Hon’ble Prime Minister that it is a vital subject
over which destiny of the whole Province, present and future, is depending. It
demands our sincere examination and sctutiny, Time should be available to
the educationists of Assam so that this Bill may be scrutinised in all its aspects.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion that has been moved by
Maulavi Abdul Hamid.

Maulavi Dewan TATMUR RAZA CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
it is our sincere desire that primary education must be made compulsory with-
out further delay. But at the same time we do feel that we cannot support the
present Bill in this form. We must know clearly and definitely what we are
going to do in the matter of primary education. But unfortunately, so much
has been left under the rule-making power of the Provincial Government, that
it is not possible to form a correct idea as to the intention of the Government.

Sir, we are aware of the fact that the present system of education in our
primary schools is not satisfactory. It needs a thorough change. But we must
know what that change will be. Surely 1t .wﬂl not be wise to leap in the dark.
The Congress Government ought to realise that the Muslim League do not
share their ideology in matters of education. They should also know that any
system of education divorced from religious teaching will be strongly resented by
the Mussalmans of India. But the Bill under discussion is silent over the matter.

Sir, all the hon. Members will surely admit that the success of this Bill or any
such Bill will depend largely on the teachers of the primary schools. A dissa-
tisfied lot of teachers with a small pay will be of littlc use for the success of com-

ulsory system of education. They must be given a living wage so that they can
devote all their energy in teaching the boys at their disposal. But I am serry to
note that there is no provision for improving their condjtions of service. From the
second proviso to sub-clause 3 of clause 30, we are only told that their pay and
prospects as they enjoy under the Local Boards will not be reduced. The Sargent
Scheme has provided a minimum l?asxc pay for these teachers. This should also
be provided under the present Bill.

Sir, going into the det‘alls of the Bill, it 1s foupd from clause 3 that a Pro-
vincial Board will be constituted with ex-officio Chairman and appointed Secretary
and 3 representatives from tlleryeglslature, but we do not know, Sir, how many
of them will be Muslims.  The Government should specifically provide the
number of Muslim a_nd non-.\fI.ushm member: of .he Board.

Sir, in clause 6 provision has been gn‘ade to constitute a Subdivisional
Board for primary education for each subdivision. In the Subdivisional Board,
the Deputy Inspector of Schools and the Senior Sub Inspector of Schools will be
ex-officio members. Who else will be members of the® Subdivisional Board has
not been provided in  the Bill. In these days of democracy, the Government
should give up the idea of nomination. The members of the
Subdivsional Board should be elected by the members of the Local Boards.
The Lower Primary School teachers may be given at least onc seat in the
Subdivisional Board. Thus the teachers will have a scope for ventilating their
grievances. - !
°"" Going through the provisions of the Bill I am convinced that Government
;g very anxious to keep all powers in their own hands. I should request the
Government to vest all such powers in the hands of the public. They should not
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also try to nominate the Chairman of the Subdivisional Schc‘)ol Bg_a‘rd -]i)li’t -51.1([:11
Chairman shonld always be elecied by the members .nf the SL{])LIIY]SHITM _)t_)dl(_[.a.
L also find, Sir, that there is no sufficient saleguarid ol l.hf _f\flu§1un lfl‘i_Clc-Lf T l'lle
proposed Bill. T request the Government to make sulficient ‘provision_ for such
safeguard. .

Finally Sir, T submit that this is a very impo:'_tant Bill and it concerns nl[r lh‘e
inhabitants of the Province. As such, public opinion should be ascertained before
we proceed with the Bill,

The Hon’hie Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : May' I ma‘ke a sub-
mission, Sir 2 In view of the fact that it will take long to finish the a_ebatc we
are asking permission from His Excellency to st on the 25th, Prorogation ordc_r
need not bhe read to-day, Communication has ;~.lrc:1f__i'y been  sent to His
E_\'cclicncy. I would personally like to finish the bu;;incss m course of this day,
but as it is impossible we shall have o extend the sitting to the 25th.

The Hon ble the SPEAKER : If we are sitting on the 25th, probably hon.
Members may not feel inclined to overstay this evening.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :  We arc prepared to sit
long, .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 25th isa Wednesday.” :
The Hon’bie Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : We have no objection.

*Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE : All these should have been foreseen
in making the Programme of the Session.-

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER : All these would be takcn_note of i"m‘ future
sessions. Hon. Members might know that the Privileges Committee which sat the

other day have ajso made some recommendations so that hon. Members may
transact business in a business-like manner.

*Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : T am afraid there have been many
repetitions of thes ame argument,

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : Anyway let us carry on.

. Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE : Mr.  Speaker, Sir, we listened
with ra

| Pt attention to the Specch of Hoo'ble Premicr delivered on the floor of
this House in introduci

rificise the pper L ucing the 31’[[. _ I'may tell him that. we are not gomg_t‘co
T C}iriig}:slonls of the Bill stmply because we are sitting on  the Q])P‘)S:m:
e toeaiiee. 1SINg, it is because we fcel that we are vitally interested in col

12 Y primary education, There are no two opinions that a comprechensive

scheme f - ] ] £

zm‘( n?)L {»’\f;)co(l)‘fl]i)u_ls(,ry l_Il)nmafY cducation is an urgent need of the ft'ImC. " i[;ahdeil:
7 Pinions that Sti e A the face o .

There are no two opinj G stigma of jlliteracy has blackened t

: i - the
OPinions that the ercentage of illiteracy is the highest ;
pereentage of litera gy 4 ¢ ¢ percentage ! o e ey
Therefore ther Y 18 the lowest in India of all the countries W

TR € can be no tywq Opinions that any attempt to efface this stigma Is
€. Come—from whatever source jt may.

mcmﬁzf?ﬁiﬂg‘f ¥ dhﬁer ﬁ,'om the Government view that the cxisting arrange-
ting the urgenc yfe hUCatmn should he thoroughly ovcxzhau]e_d. While admit-
chosen for tai;iny (t)} L Step I 1hln!< I shall not bg: wrong in saying that the time
country at )reqeg 1€ Step 1s not quite opportune in view of the fact that the

Present is passing through a process of transition and everything is in

he rn(:lting pot Tt o reet 1 i .
1 ! L. ‘T would ; [ 1sC i Aini :
a W}'llIC 50 tha L) Ineasyy Chla'vc b €n dlS t Hd(,’Cd if tbf‘. I\IH“SUY h :

y ike this was (g i ace d favourable
atmosphere in 2 settled condigion B s C‘-r ken up in a peaceful an
of the present unsettieq condition of ¢he country

S TS e
Speech not cor rected,

—

——

ountry which is hound to cmerge out.

. T P

— LK

S,
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I want to make it clear to the Hon’ble Premier that we from this side of the
House have not the slightest intention of opposing the Bill for the sake of opposi-
tion. We are even prepared to extend to the Hon’ble Premier our co-operation in
carrying out a measure into iaw. But to tell the Government frankly, we will
not feel free in our minds unless we know from the Hon’ble Premier and have
before us a full picture of the situation—a clear enunciation of the principle of
the Bill—so that we know where we, the Muslims, stand.

It must be admitted on all hands that the Bill has a far-reaching effect.
The Bill will play a great deal in shaping the life of the children of the present
generation and the posterity to come. That is why we have to look at the prin-
ciple and provision of the Bill with a scrutinising eye. Basic or no basic—through
craft or without craft, we have a right to know from the Hon’ble the Sponsor of
the Bill whether his Bill has as its object and whether it aims at making every
Hindu child, a true Hindu and a useful citizen and every Muslim child a true
Muslim and a useful citizen and aims at making these two neighbourly
brothers. Besides this there are certain vagueness in the Bill—certain uncertain-
ties in certain provisions of the Bill and we have genuine fears that unless the
Bill is ridden of the objectionable features, we will not be justified in according
support Lo the Bill. i

From our point of view, the most glaring defect in the Bill is the absence
of any provision for sa{egum’::lmg’ the interests of the Muslim children receiving
education in the primary school.  Muslims will send their boys to schools,
Muslims will pay taxes for ed_ucatmn bgt there is nothing in the Bill that the
Muslims will have any voice in controlling the management and preparation of
the curriculum............

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :
been climinated ?

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE :
(A voice : That is the glaring defect in the Bill.)

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : There ought to have been some-
provision.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE : Now you have scen in the provi-
sion for the Provincial Board. The Board is going to be constituted with two
representatives elected by the_ Ass_arn Legi§]ative Assembly, one representative
to be elected by the Assam Legislative Council, and the prescribed number will be
filled by somebody. Now whatis the guarantee so far as the representation of
the Muhammadans are concerned that they will be adequately represented ? We

have got our experience from the election of the members to the Communication
Board.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER .  Order, order, 1 have been informed py the
Hon’ble the Deputy Leader of the Govern}ncnt Party that His Excellency has
agreed to holding up o_f' the order proroguing the Assembly to-day. This Bill is
an important one with fﬂr'f‘caChmg conscquences. I am of the considered
opinion that we should not sit any longer to-day. Therefore. I adjourn the
House till 11 .M. on Wednesday, the 25th. The hon, Member  will be able to
go on with his speech on that day.

Where they have

There is absolutely no provision.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned il 11 am. on Wednesday, the 25th
September, 1946. )

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,

The 14th December 1946, Secrelary, Legislative Assembly, Assam .
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