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Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Assembled After the Fifth General Elections
Under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

'The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur,
./ Guwahati on Saturday the 23rd March, 1974 with the
4 . .hon. Dy. Speaker in the Chair 10 (Ten) Ministers, 3 (Three)
Minister State, 82 (Eighty two) Members present.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Date ¢ 23rd March, 1974

Starred Question no 437 was not put, the Member
being absent.

Be : Govt, Pleaders’ and Associate Pleaders’ Fees

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu asked :
*438. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the payment of fees of large
number of Government Pleaders and Associate Pleaders engaged
in Government cases are pending for a long time ?

(b) If so, why these fee bills have not been paid so long?

(c) Whether Government will take immcdiafe action for
scttlement of the fee bills ?
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Shri Sved Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law ) replied :
4°8. (a) and (b)—No, but some bills are pending as parti-
culars necessary for their examination were not furnished at the
time of submission of bills. These particulars have already been
called for from the authorities and pleaders concerned. Some other

bills are under examination.

(c)—Action have already been taken to pass the bills without
dﬁl'u.y.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu—Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, May I be informed
by the Minister the number of bills i.e. incomplete bills that are
submitted Bar-wise ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, I have district-wise not

Bar Library-wise, That amounts to same thing.
Kamrup—Total bill pending for Rs. 26,092:28
Sihsagar—159:42
Nowgong—110
Cachar—383+40
Other pleaders—Nowgong—110 Rupees

Cachar—46 Rupees
Sibsagar—574 Rupees

This is regarding civil cases. As regards the criminal cases,
in Nowgong Rs. 536 pending bill, in Dibrugarh Rs. 680, Cachar
Rs. 73, Sibsagar Rs. 65, Darrang 32 rupees only,

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu—Sir, may I know how many of these bills are

pending and since when,
Shri syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—These are not pending from

a lon.  time. Pending bills relate to March/April, 1973.

Sid Ateur fwninan—Sir, May I know what are the rates for different

coscs and 1s it o fact that at the time of submission of bills
ticse rates are manipulated ?

‘it Syed Ahined Ali ( vuonister, Law )—Sir, rates are already fixed. As

S\
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regards civil cases fees of the G.P.s are calculated on the basis
of ad velorem rate, i.e. on the value of the case. As regards
the criminal cases the rate is fixed for G. P., .for the date of
hearing is Rs. 40. As regards the later part, Sir, this is not
possible when the rates are fixed. When the bill is submitted.
whether it is in exorbitant form or in defective form that requires
proper checking and the bills must be countersigned by th-
Judicial Magistrate or by the Deputy Commissioner as the case
may be.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—Sir, may I know what is the basi,
for selection of these pleaders, whether it is personal decision oi

the Law Minister or what is the basis ?

~ Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, this is not the personal

like or dislike of the Law Minister. There is some formalities,
according to the Law Mannual we call for a panel of names of
advocates from the Deputy Commissioner who submit the list
in consultation with the District judge. This is the procedure for
appointing Government pleaders.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—Sir, the first part of my question

is not replied. Who are the Govt. G. Ps?
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, the G.P. is Shri P.N.
Chakrabarty and A.G.P. Shri Samsul Haque.
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, on the date of actual
hearing,

Shri Badan Chandra Talukdar—Sir, there is a rate for hearing When
the hearing is adjourned, may I know whether the same fee is
given ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, when the case is heard the

full fee is paid and in the case of adjournment lesser fee is paid
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, in respect of payment of Government
Pleaders and Asstt. Govt. Pleaders recommendations of the District
Judge obtained, but is it a fact that even after recommenda-
tion received from the D. C. and which is endorsed by the District
Judge, appointment in various districts aré not dome by the
discretion of the Govt?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, although this question does
not arise out of this question at present, even then, for the
information of the hon’ble Member I would like to say that the
Deputy Commissioner in consultation with the District Judge
submits a panel of names of Advocates and the Government
appoints Government Pleader from out of that panel and not
from outside the panel.

Shri Suranjan Nandy—May I know from the hon’ble Minister whether
it is a fact that the Karimganj Advocates made representations
several times to clear up their dues, their bills being duly counter-
signed by the Magistrates, for long pending cases. I also met
the Minister in that connection being requested by the Karimganj
Bar. May I know what is the actual position ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, as far as possible, from
my meémory, I would like to say that hon’ble Member also told
me once regarding the pending bills of some Advocates of Karim-
ganj Bar and as far as I remember, these relate to cases conducted
for other departments, not allotted by the Law Department, Sir.
It might be that the D.C. might have appointed certain Advocates
to conduct an Excise case or other cases. So, I have already
asked the departmental officers and I have also sent all the references
to the Deputy Commissioner for further submission after proper
scrutiny and examination. When we receive the required infor-
mation, we shall take appropriate action in the matter of clearing
these bills,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Minister has said that there
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are different rates for different cases. May I know from the
hon’ble Minister what is the rate for junior and senior Advocates
who appear for the Government in Supreme Court and who were
the junior and Senior Advocates in the Supreme Court appearing

in ‘Golaknath Case?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )—Sir, this is regarding the rate
‘for pleaders in districts and not in Supreme Court. This is
regarding Government Pleaders and associate pleaders, but those
‘who practise in the Supreme Court are not called pleaders.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—The hon’ble Minister may Kkindly note

z that he has been speaking about the rates. I would like to know

what is the rate for the lawyers appearing for the Government

in Supreme Court.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law )-—Sir, it is not possible to say

off hand.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the rates are already fixed by
the Government and why can’t the Minister say?

Mr. Dy. Speaker—But he is not supposed to remember everything. The
hon. Minister says that he cannot remember.
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Starred Question No. 439 was not put, the hon. member

being absent.
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Re : Bangladesh WNationals

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
%442, Will the Chief Minister, be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that a large number of Bangladesh
Citizens entered Assam during December/January 1973074 ?

(b) If so, whether these Bangladesh Citizens hayve regular
permission and Visa ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister) replied ;

442. (a) and (b)—During the month of Dccember 1973 and January

1974, a total No. of 641 Bangladesh nationals entered the

State with valid travel documents. Exact No. of Bangladesh nati
onals who entered illegally into the State during the period js

24

not precisely known, however, a total No. of 942 such persons ?

were detected for illegal entry/unauthorised stay during the period
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkatali—Sir, the Chief Minister himself said

that it is not possible for the Govt to detect the exact number
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of entrants from Bangladesh. May I know what is the present
arrangement or machinery to check this type of infitration in
Assam ? L

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—Sir, there are recognised
routes for entry. There are check posts on these routes where
the check is enforced.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the persons entering Assam from
Bangladesh, they generally stay in certain pockets. What steps
Govt. have taken to check those pockets in different districts in
Assam ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—As 1 have already menti-
oned they check at the entry points; the route through which
they enter. There is the checkpost and they are checked at
the checkpost. So far as their stay is concerned wherever they
are found we take steps.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—The Chief Minister himself admitted
that many of those people who have come by the normal routes
have been checked by our officers but many of them come through
unauthorised routes and stay in some of the pockets in different
districts of Assam. Whether Govt. has any machinery to check
those people staying in different districts ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—It is the duty of the

general police to look out for them.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether the Chief Minister has got
any information from the Home Deptt. that in the char areas

of Brahmaputra many of those illegal entrants are living ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, that is not known to Us.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, on the one hand the Chief Minister

said there is no police outpost and on the other he says that

is not known. What is the way to find out those people who

are staying illegally ?
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—It is the duty of the
police to find out such persons and without outposts they can
be found out.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—Is Govt. aware of the fact that

many day labourers enter into border areas of our country by
giving upauthorised tolls to the checkpost employees ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, it is quite possible
that some people may enter into our state apd so far as the

giving of toll is concerned it is not known to us.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, may I know from the Chief Minister
whether Govt. is aware of the fact that at the time of Bangladesh
upheavel many people came into our territory and most of them
left but some portion, near about 12,600, their whereabouts are
not known and therefore, they could no¢ be detected and sent
back. “If so, whether Govt. has taken any steps to look out for
them ? . , _

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )'-,Sir, according to our in-
formation, 9,55,854 people jfentered into, Assam ;. of them 6,27,507
were in Meghalaya and 3,32,347 in Assan, They were rcpatriated

el
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after the liberation of Bangladesh. Before reptriation, they were
in the camps, some however remained with friends and relations.
All evacuees who remained in the camp were repatriated. 66,265
evacues rtemained with friends of them 58,566 were repatriated and
there remained 7.699. They stayed back showing certain difficulties;
they remained for some time. Since then almost all of them
have since been repatriated. There are now 905 persons. Of them
40 evacuees have been prosecuted and the matter is sub-judice.
24 evacuces have filed title suits claiming Indian citizenship.
66 remain untraced. Cases of 86 evacuees have been taken up
by the D.C. Cachar with the D,C. Sylhet for repatriation.
Another batch of 689 evacuees are being repatriated.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Though Govt. asked those people who stayed
with friends and relatives to register their names in the respective
thanas, many of them did not register their names. Is there any
machinery to check and find out about those people and repa-

triate them as early as possible ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—There is no special
machinery ; it is the normal police machinery. Whenever anything

comes to their notice, they take action.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Is Govt. aware of the fact, because we have

seen for ourselves, that almost all the day labourers who are

working under the E & D Division and R & B Division in
Cachar. almost all of them are Bangladesh nationals ? If so, did
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they obtain any permission from the Govt or the Deptt. concerned
took permission to engage them as day labourers ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—We shall look into it, Sir.
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Starred Question No. 444 was not put member being absent,

Re : Solmara State Dispensary
Dr. Bhumidhar Barman asked : :
#445. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Solmara State Dispensary
in the Kamrup District is the only State Dispensary
in the Mouza Khetri Dharmapur comprising eighteen
thousand Population ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the Dispensary Building
and the doctors quarters are in dilapidated conditions ?

(c) If so, will Government be pleased to reconstruct
its building during the current financial year ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied :

445. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes, the conditions of the dispensary building
and doctors quarters are not good,

(c)—The Chief Engineer, P. W. D, (R. & B.); Assam,
has been requested to prepare plans and estimates for
the State dispensary buildings and staff quarters. But
in the meantime repairs as far as possible for the
existing buildings have been taken up during the current
financial year.
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Shri Suranjan Nandi—Sir, there are some State Dispensaries
in my constituency which are some dilapidated condition.
Whether.....ove.. '

Mr. Deputy Speaker—This question is on a particular
dispensary. You can ask supplementaries on this only,
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Re : Payment of Compensation

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli asked :
*446. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state.

(a) Whether the Government has received any proposal from
the Executive Engineer, E. & D, Dhemaji Division for payment
of compensation of land required for construction of the following
retirements on Brahmaputra Dyke from Dijmora-Sonari to Sissi-
Kalghar, namely (1) Namghari, (2) Dambuk (3) Pipalguri
(4) Barchapuri ?

(b) Whether Government is aware of the fact that above pro=-
posals have been lying pending since 1957 and if so, what steps
have been taken by the Government in this regard ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue)—replied.
*446. (a)—No.

(b)—Government have no information.

A
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Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli—Sir., whether the payment for Jorhat inclu-
des compensation or mnot ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister )—Sometimes it may include, some-
times it may not include.

Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli—What is the definition of compensation
given in the Land Revenue Act?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister )—Compensation to be paid accor-
ding to the market rate. When the land is sarkari the Gove-
rnment have decided to pay Jeerat compensation and those cases
might be pending “So far compensation for land acquisition is
concerned the question is specific. It is only for land Sir, the
answer is ‘No’.

Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli—The land compensation may include Jeerat’

also and the question of payment he has partially admitted. Sir,

in this particular cases two places are involved. One is Chaka-
imajgaon and Amuguribalighat and the compensation is given to

the extent of 3 or 4 lakhs of rupees.

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister j—I have told Sir, that when the land

is acquired or requisitioned, if it is found that there are trees
and homesteads than the question of Jeerat comes in. Therefore,

there may be some pending cases in respect of compensation.
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Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister )—The collector has been directed to

scrutinise the cases. 1ln these cases surface compensation means

‘Jeerat’ Sir, There is a bund constructed in 1962.

Shri Romesh Mohan Kouli—This is not a bund, this is a retirement.

—Whatever it may be the Collector has

scrutinise the claims and make payment
for surface compensation in these cases

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister )

been now directed to

also.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Now the question is that the Minister in

a zig zag way wanted to say that this is not a case of
sation. The matter stands like that the §. . O. Dhem
examining shown these cases as cases

compen-
aji while
of Compensation then
how the Minister could say that these are pot cases of

I want to

and also the causes of delay in res-
pect of payment of compensation since 1962 9

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister )—Sir,
tation whether

compensation ? Even Jeerat is a land compensation.

know the present position

this is a question of interpre-
‘Jeerat’ is land compensation for Japq or not.

Sir, the question is wery specific.  The question g related to

compensation for land .acquired for construction of

Brahmaputra
dyke etc. It

is specifically said that about the lond compen-
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sation and so in answering the question I said "No'. I want to
inform the hon. members that there is a case pending regarding

the compensation. As the time is short it will be difficult for me

to road out the whole thing.

Mr. Speaker—The question hour is over:

Undisposed Starred Questions dt. 23-3.74

Re: Number of Mandays lost due to strike and lock-out

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia, asked :
#447. Will the Minister, Labour, be pleased to state.
(a) The total number of mandays lost in 1972-73 due to

strike in Assam ?
(b) The total number of mandays lost in 1972-73 due to

lock-out in Assam ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied :
#447. (a) The total number of mandays lost in 1972-73 due to strike

in Assam is 51506.

(b)—The total number of mandays lost in 1972-73 due to lock-

out is Assam is 1735.

Re : Bystanding Grievances of Doctors

Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique, asked :
#448. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Govt. is aware of the bystanding grievances of

the doctors of the State?
(b) Whether it is a fact that Assam Medical Service AssO
ciation has made a number ol representations 1o the Govt. 107

fulfilment of their grievances ?

(c) If so, what are those grievances
oss these gricvances ?

(d) The steps taken by Govt. to redr
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Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied :
448. (a)—Yes.
(b)— Yes.
(¢) & (d)—Hon’ble member’s attention is drawn to the sta-
tement made by me in the House on 22nd February 1974 in reply
to the call attention notice given by him on this subject.

Re : Purchase of share of Co-operative Societies

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :
*#449, Will the Minister in-charge of Co-operation be pleased to state.

(2) Whether there is a Government commitment to purchase
share to the extent of Rs. 10,000 in all Co-operative Secieties
which have collected share money to the extent of Rs. 10,000 ?

(b) If so, what is the number of Co-operative Societies
within Goalpara Sub-division which have collected the requisite
amount of share money and have been elegible for getting Gov-
ernment share money ?

(c) Whether any of the Cooperative Societies which have
collected the necessary amount to be eligible for Government
share has actually received the same and the number of such
societies within Goalpara Sub-division ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister in charge of Co-operation)rep]ied :

449. (a)—Government desire to contribute share Capital to
all such societies.

(b)—15 (fifteen) Societies in the Subdivision haye each collected
Rs. 10,000 and above, as share capital as on 28th February, 1974,

(c)—Government have not yet given any share capital to such
societies any where in the State,
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Re { Eviction of tenants
Shri Promode Gogoi asked ¢
*451. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state.
(a) Whether it is a fact that some tenants of Chaboti Village

in Nakari Mauza in the Lakhimpur District, have been evicted
by the Landlord Shri Shafiqul Latif Baruah ?

~(b) If so, whether it is also a fact that the Rayat Sabha
and the District Council of the C. P, I. have submitted several
reprgsqntaiion to the Deputy Commissioner and Superintendent
of Police against violation of the Tenancy Act ?

(c) If so, the step taken by the Government in this fcgard ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenuc ) replied ; .
451. (a)—Government have no such information about eviction
of tenants at Chaboti Village by Landlord Shri Shafiqul Latif
Baruah. J x s )
 (b)—No such representation was received _Aeith'er by the Deputy
Commissioner or by the Superintendent of Police.
(e)}—Does not arise.

/e : Wage Call

Shri Atul Chandea Baikia asked‘:
#452. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to staté.f
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(a) Whether the Planning Commission has submitted a report
on National Wage Policy according to which Wage Cell are to
be created by the State' Governments.?

(b) If S0, when the Wage Cell will be constltuted in Assam ?
Shl‘l Gajen Tantl (Minister, Labour ) replied :

452. (a)—Government has- no information.

(b)—Does not arise.

Re : Expenditure in temporary Capital construction
Shrimati Renuka ! evi Barkataki asked: .
#453. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
“(a) “The total expenditure incurred by the State Government
in construction work ‘of temporary Capital at Dispur ?
(b) Whethér Government. of India agreed to- sanction this
amount to the State Government ?
: c) If not, where from this amount is spent?

(d) “What will be the actual expenditure on comstruction of
“whole ‘of ‘the temporary Capital ?

Shri Sarat Cha;idra “Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied ;

453. (a)—‘he total expenditure incurred upto 31st January 1974
is Rs. 3,73,50,115.

(b) & (c)—The Government of India agreed in principle to assist
this Government to the - extent of Rs, 5 crores out of the total amount

of Rs. 25 crores for the construction of the permanent Capital of
Assam.

(d)—-h is not. possible at this stage to assesg ,the a.ctual total

cost. However, the total cost estimated upto March, 1974 is Rs.
4,50,00,C00.
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Re : Indoor Game Facilities

Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique asked :
#455. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government js aware of the difficulties experi-
enced by the indoor game players of the State ?
(b) If so, what steps have been taken by Government to
provide indoor game facilities in the State ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education ) replied :
455 (a\—Government is aware of the difficulties exnerienced by the
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players of certain towns in indoor games due to lack of facilities
for such stadiums.

(b)—The State Government gave grants-in-aid through the
State Sports Council of Assam to the district and other Sports
Association for construction of indoor stadias who could provide
land for such stadias. Besides above, schemes within overall
provision of Rupees one lakh were called for from other district
Sports Associations for construction of Indoor Stadias as per

scheme of Govt: of India.
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Re : P. W. D. (R & B) Road in Sibsagar

Shri Promode Chandra Gogbi_ asked :

#457: Will the Minister, P Wi D. be' pleased 1o state.—

(a) Whether the improvement, of ro
(R & B) in Sibsagar during the 4th Plan period h
{b) If not, when the improvement of

completed ?

ads taken over by P.W.D.
ave been eompleted 7
the roads will be
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Dr Lutur Rahman (Minister, P. W. D .)—replied.

457 ay)— o.

(b*—Total 95 numbers of roads projects have been taken
over during 4th Plan period. Out of these 26 numbers of roads
have been completed. 18 numbers of the roads will be spilled
over to next plan and the remaining 51 numbers are in progress

and expected to be complete! within this financial year i.e. 31st
March 1974.

Short notice question No. 17 not taken up because of the
absence of Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi, hon’ble member.

VOTING ON DEMAND FOR GRANTS

Renuka Devi Barkataky—Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the P. W. D.
Department is the most vital organisation of the government and

it plays a very important role in the development of our State.

Sir, practically, each and every denartment of the government

depends upon the P. W. Department for its | construction work,

But Sir we have seen how miserably the P. W. department failed
to fulfill that purpose and how miserably this P. W. Department

has let us down to fulfill our targets. | 4, not know about

other constituencies but so far as my OWn constituency is cop-

cerned, in the last two years not g single inch of the P. W. D,

road was constructed and not a single main road or vital com-

munication road was repaired. So far a4 this road construction

is concerned, whenever we ask the Minister, PWD about the

PWD takes the
plea that there is a M L A committee and they have distributed

construction works of the roads, the Minister,

the money, and if we have pot any money we alloted it to the MLA
committee and you will have it through yoyr M L A committee.
In the last two years, we have seep that ig

our constituency
no road work was taken up by the p y, depa

rtment. We are

e N
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giving sanction of money whatever the Minister asks in the floor
of the House. Even. then we do not know where the money
has gone, and how the government has utilised this money. And
this M L A committee in the last two years, where there is any
M L A committee for construction, that previous ML A committee
decided to distribute the money alloted for the constituencies.
It is upto the Minister to explain:ito us. The = department has
shown a long list. -Unfortunately, in my. constituency, during last
five ‘years whatever money was alloted; most probably, V{ras spent.
Within two . years in which I became M L A of this constituency,
the Minister. should show  Pity ‘on me and said there was not
a single farthing;. only Rs. 27,000/- was left for a bridge, “and not

‘a single work was done. I do not 'know if any other hon’ble:

members was lucky to have been alloted money. That Rs. 27,000/
was leff.over.of a road fora bridge, I want to draw the attention of
the government that in this way through the MLA committees, the
government wants to complete the construction work which hampers
t he' main road, the vital communication road, because when it has
been giveﬁ to some sort of s committee constituted by politicians,
naturally, we always think about our own constituencies as a
result of whi¢ch the main communication roads have beed suffe-
ring.  And - after thirty five years we have scen many of the
missing links in the vital communication. It is because of this
that we look to our own constituencies and whatever money
we get, we spend in our constituencies. Supppose a vital comm-
unication road from one headquarter to another headquarter is
the__rc_.bctw:_:cn;m constituencies, and one part of the road ina
particular constituency is done and the other part of lhg: road
is not donme, it remains ha]f and! | mcomplcte That is why We
would like to ask the Mmisttr to find out: whether therc can

be any alternative arr'mgement to. select thc roads and ‘to allot

money lmtcad of allotmg lt through the M. L. A. committees
at least for the vital roads. S]l“ you know that in this House we
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_ unemployed youths have swindled away this money.

“~against corruption, nepotism, . favouritism. | will

. they have misused the

Yoting on Demand for Grants 23 March

have brought many time charges, counter-charges and allegations
against the P. W. Department. In the last budget session we
discussed threadbare about the functioning of the P.W. Depart-
ment on the floor of this House,

I have brought many serious allegations not only against
the officials of the PWD but some charges in which the Minister
was involved. But unfortunately uptill now we have not received
any reply nof' these charges were replied by the Minister or
challenged by the Minister. We have brought this because we
bave to seek the phB!ic “interest. We do not have personal
malice against anybody. It is not that I do not like the Mini-
ster, PWD. It is in the public interest that we have brought
many charges and if the government can prove these charges
to be false I would be the hi_lppic.it persen in the House. But
the government failed miserably to disprove these charges. Even
inspiic of warning we have given in the House, the Minister,
PWD did not pay heed to the warnings, and rather the PWD
regulations are being given farewell to P.W.D. regulations. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I shall show you how the money that
we have been sanctioning year after year to the PWD has been
misused by some corrupt officials, and how some of the
politicians in the garb of contractors and same in the garb of

Sir, the leader of this government when they came to power
either by front door or. by the back door( I am not éOiDg into
the merit of this), they assured the people that they will fight
tell you how
the leaders of this government -and the - top officials of this
government have swindled away the ' public money and how
money. of the common people and
showing favouritism and nepotism to -their own kith and kin,
It is an instance of showing favouritism to s person in the hich-
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up of politics. Most probably, the hon’ble Minister, Mr. Lutfur
Rahman, -he even now owes his loyalty to.this particular person
for his position of the government, end  that. gentleman who
was an Ex-Minister in the Centre, he was shown a direct
favouritism by the government. This gentleman has got some
land. I have brought a charge in the floor of the House
that without settling the mutation, that land has been purchased
by the Assam Industrial Development Corporation But before
that, what happened ? That land is on G.S. Rozd, Gauhati and
there are about 19 khatas and some lassas. But in front of this
land near the PWD road there are some poor people living there
for generations. Most probably, Mr. Deputy Speakér, Sir, you
have heard day before yesterday, if I am not wrong, the Revenue
Minister §aid how some big people have encroached land in
Garbhanga, Government land, for construction of 2/3 storied houses
on Govt. land. Not only that, this Government has rented some
of these houses to accomodate their departments; but this Govt.
have not the guts to evict these big people who have encroa-
ched Govt. land in Garbhanga. But here what happened ?
Here these poor families living for generations and when it was
found that the approach road to the land belonging to the Ex-
Minister would not be cleared unless they were evicted, our P.W.D.
Minister took this up in his hand. Asbecause, I have told you
carlier, he owes his loyalty for his position in the Government
to the ex-Minister of the Centre, he asked the Engineers to come
to the spot and find out whether a case on behalf of the Govt.
and at Govt. expenses could be filed against those persons. The
Chief Engineer instructed the Executive Engineers to file a case
for P.W.D. road side encroachment. The Executive Enginect in
the first place was surprised He did not know how a land
belonging to a public party could be claimed by the Public Work

Department. But, Sir, the promotion of the Exccutive Engineer



Voting on Demands for Grants 23 March

was long pending before the Minister and in order not to ant-

‘agonise the Minister he had to file acase and our Revenue

Minister, Shri Gogoi was found right in hand to ask the Deputy
Commissioner to take up a police case, A police case was filed
immediately against those persons. Here some other persons
were also involved, big politicians, belonging to other parties
and the. police was also involved in politics. The Gouvt, say
they are for the underdogs and against these people the Govt.
filed a case. Immediately the case was disposed of against these
4 persons & they were evicted from the land.

Sir, there is another case of direct “avouritism. One brother-
in law of that ex-Minister of the Centre was involved in a case
while he was S.D. O. in Cachar. But somchow he managed
to grow friendship with the Head Assistant of the Office and one
day he got that Head Assistant drunk. He then opened the
confidential almirah and took out his confidential file where there
was some incriminating remarks against him saying that he
was involved in a cheating case. The case was enquired upon &
the officer was fornd guilty. That matter was sent to the Public
Service Commission the Public Service Commission recommended
his removal from service. When a gazetted officer is to be rem-
oved from service the Vigilance Commissioner’s report is required
and therefore it was sent to the Vigilance Commissioner. V.C
What
hapoened next ? When the present Minister came to power the

also recommended that major punishmeni shoujd be given.

ex-Minister and the Monitor of the present P. W, D Min’ster wrote
a letter to him (thai lciier aiso I placed in ihe Tioust,) Falcromn
he had written—Dear Doctor Saheb, some of the officers of your
depari- cnt is not sympathetic towards him~

Findly take up
the matier personally—something like that,

What our Minister did ?
He asked his Engineers to write a 10 pae note to find out

whether he can be cleared by other ways and that note has
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been sent to the Law Department where the Hon’ble Minister,
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali is presiding and the file is still pending in
the Law Department most probably. This case was in 1966.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, now it is 1974. It is 8 years now,
two apex authorities have recommended for major punishment
against an officer who was involved in a cheating case but -un-
fortunately uptil now no action has been taken against that
officer. He is currently an 8. D. O. in Gauhati and because his

bromotion is hanging, a series of other romotions are also being
I g, P

held up.

There is another case in which the S. D. Q. is related to the
Secretary, P, W.D. and that §. D. O. was also involved in a
defaulcation case. That case is also long pending. But though the
case has still not been disposed of, he has been promoted and
how he is an executive Engineer. Sir, this is the way the P.W.D.
is functioning. Sir, while discussing about promotion, the cases
of competent officers are being kept pending. The S. D, Os, the
Executive Engineers working for 10/15 years are not getting their
promotions simply because promotions are made only if they are
found to be directly or indirectly connected with the top brasses
otherwise their names will remain always pending.

Sir, regarding transfer also, I would like to point out, that
a big racket is going on in the Public Works Department. We
have, ‘many times, pointed this out on the floor of this House but
the Minister did not care or did not pay any heed to it because
so far as ‘my information goes, all the top brasses are involved
in transferring S.D,Os, Executive Engineers, Superintending En-

~ gineers. And there are instances of giving promotions to officers

even when promotions was not due, to make them Executive

Engineers or Superintending Engineers.

Now, Sir, regarding the letter of credit system. Sir, by this
letter of credit system only the petty contractors and those people
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who work in master rolls suffer most because their letter of credit
does not arrive Secretariat or reach the Secretariat quickly but those
who can bring the letter of credit they get their money immediately.

Mot only that, Sir, the hot favourite contractors engaged
for carriage they bring the Letter of Credit along with the work
orders and they get the Letter of Credit passed even before do-
ing the work. Sir, regarding capital construction, we must
congratulate the Chief Minister for the bold step he had taken,
but there would be none to appreciate the manner in which work
is going on under the very nose of the Chief Minister. Perhaps
the Chief Minister thought it fit to bring the capital first and
then he would look to the other things, but he should remember
that time is a great leveller and by that time he started enquiry
many skeletons will be hidden under the P.W.D. Cup-Board. Sir,
in the last session I said about the construction of the capital—
how the construction of the Secretariat building was delayed by
one year. It was first decided that tubular structures should be
used when the merchants dangled the carrot before the corrupt
officers, but afterwards it was found that use of timber would
be 1/3rd cheaper. When an enquiry was made it was found
that the structures were Sub-standard. When the then Superintendent
Engincer and some of the officers were transferred these things

came to the open and immediately ignoring all the norms of
the P.W.D. the Minister appecinted cne Supciintending Bagineel
directly under the Secretary. The Chief Engineer was b_ypassed
and the Chief Engineer was not allowed to go into the working
of ‘he capital constrietion  hecance mngt neahably  thare w2s
apprehension that if some officers who wer; not ;reviously ing
volved in capital construction if they come to the picture many

things would be divulged, But then the Chief Minister when he

saw the point immediately asked that the Superintending Engineer
cannot

work under the Sccretary and thus the Chief, Engineer
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came into the picture. That only at the entervention of the Chief

Minister. When the Chief Engineer came into the picture many

things came into the open. The Chief Minister instructed to

enquire about use of timber. Accordingly one house was inspe-

cted and it was found that the contractors were given money for

supplying Sal timber according to certain specification, But it
was found that the timber supplied was not sal but Makorisal.
If any enquiry is made now the Chisf Minister will be able to

satisfy himself that instead ef Sal, Makorisal, Khokan and even

Manpgoe timber were used in doors and windows. But there is

nobody to enquire into all these. The Chief Minister inspected

only one house but then also he did not go into the details of

the construction and items used. Sir, regarding cement we have

said already about what is happening in capital construction.
Cement brought in the name of capital construction has gone
to black market, but no action has been taken. We have said
how cement brought from Cherrapunji has been opened, removed
some contents and sold in black market, but there is no enquiry.
Government says they have no record as to how many bags
they have brought and how many bags have been received at
the capital site. Govt. says they have no machinery. I will tell
you, Sir, how a Sectional Officer is sitting at Charrapunji and
the most favourite contractors of our Minister are bringing cement.
Regarding iron rods brought from Kumar iron works and other
sources it was found they wére all substandard and when some
materials were diverted to Medical College construction many of
the rods were broken on transit. Even then the P.W.D. did not
take any steps as if it is their own personal money they are
using and wasting. Regarding unemployed youth working in
capital construction, it i8S a complete misnomicr. When the Chief
Minister gave a call to the unemployed youth to take up cons-
truction work in the capital many of our young unemployed
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youths came forward, but only a few youths could pass the acid
test of the corrupt officers. In the name of the youths the
corrupt officers and contractors got their brothers, brother-in-]ay,
and others got registered and got the works. As a result the
profit which was later raised to 123% above rate has gone tq
thosc contractors and those corrupt officials of the P.W.D. Sir,
today we are housed in a former warchouse. It belonged to One
Rajathanni gentleman. The valuation of the Warchouse was firgg
made by the Executive Engineer, Gauhati East Division fop
Rs. 75,000/-, Immediately the owners of the warchouse dangleq the
carrot before the officers of capital construction and they Fa-
assessed the value to Rs. 1,50,000/-. But when it was chccked
in the Chief Engineer’s office it was found that the Drigiﬂal
value of Rs. 75,000/- was mofe correct. But, Sir, you wij be
surprised to hear that the Government paid more then Rs, 1,00,00¢ s

Sir, regarding the earth work racket, I do not have to say much

Tth
fap
lyg

because my friend Shri Barua has already spoken about the ¢
work racket. Earth work is the most profitable business so
as P.W.D. contracts are concerned. Sir, there are two Execyy

Engineers one is the Executive Engineer for capital construc;:io11
and the other is the Executive Engineer, Magazine, and th
e

Magazine Division Executive Engineer is the most favourijte
the P. W. D. Minister and he was given maximum -earth Wopy
o

But as a matter of . fact ythe allotment of both the EXecutiv

e
Engineers should have been the same but..the Executive.Engjnee

Magazine Division was given more and when the physical Ver;

A~

cation - was made at the Joining point it was found that t
&

al

Magazine Division’s earth work was 4 ft. higher then the CaDit
Construction Division, and this was because the Magazine DiijiQ

was  given more money. -Sir, the ‘more money you spend the §
t 1 ;‘.
more money you get back either as a prize or as something el e/“
- . = c S il
This is the formula. in the P. W.D, - . e'”
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Regarding the big drains constructed in the Capital campus,
most probably it was the hon. Member Shri Bora who spoke
about the drains. Sir, at the time of construction of the drains
the opinion of the Town and Country Planning Department was
sought and they advised that the big drains will cause more
stagnation of water than the smaller drains. But ignoring their
advice big drains were constructed so that there may be big flow
of money down the drain.

Sir, the Chief Minister anneunced that about 11,000 Muster
Roll workers are surplus and that we have to retrench about
5,000 of them to streamline the P. W, D. May I tell you what
happened in the P. W.D.? In the lower level the Government

retrenches people but in the higher levels they create more post
and their is more promotions and appointments. Suddenly one

fine morning, disregarding the warning of the Chief Minister, they
created a new post of Additional Chief Engincer because most
probably the former Secretary, P.W. D. before his retirement
promised to give promotion to somebody, and one Superintending
Engineer was promoted to that post ignoring the claims of 2 or
3 officers who claimed seniority over that gentleman. Against that
Superintending Engineer who has been promoted C.B.I. enquiry
is going on. Another glaring instance I would cite here. One
Superintending Engineer was transferred from Goalpara to Capital
Construction and within seven days of his joining he was trans-
ferred to Gauhati and the Gauhati Superintending Engineer who
was there hardly for six months transferred to Nowgong. Whep
we raiscd this point the other day the the Minister 'P. W. D. came
forward with an explanation that because the Superintending
Engineer, Nowgong was to go to abroad thaf is why this transfep
had to be made. But the fact is that when the gentleman from
Goalpara joined here he started enquiring a2bout the earth filling
and the valuation of the warehouse in which this Assembly ig
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sitting. Then naturally there was commotion in the minds of the
top officers that everything would be out. So, he was immediately

transferred to Gauhati and the Gauhati Superintendinlg Engineer

was transferred to Nowgong, Because the Goalpara gentleman
had to be given a. prize post. as otherwise ‘he would disclose the

whole -thing, he was transferred to Guuhati and - the Gauhati

S. E. Bridge, overnight became the Additicnal Chief Engineer at
Gauhati. Siv, my friends in the Public Accounts Committee,
thanks to the untiring cffort of the Chairman of the Committce,
have inspected the P. W. D. Stores and they found that the Stores

accounts had kept pending for years together,

Not only one
Chief Engineer,

many Chief Engineers will retire and die but

nobody will be able to find out what is the actual stores positior,

what was the stores intented for, what has been issued and what

is in store. Moreover, many of the stores are accounted for in

the Suspense Accounts so that nobody can find out what is the

actual position. May I ask the P. W. D. Minister as to why the
stores accounts had not been streamlined

and why no accounts
were maintained during the 1

ast two years ? Why did he not
take any action in this regard ?

Sir, there is a Purchase Board consisting of the Secretary,
P. W. D., Chief Engineer, P. W. D., Chief Engineer,

Flood Contro]
and an Officer

of " the Finance Department,
function of the Purchase Board 2
and at the last m

and the same

But what is the
They do not have any agenda
oment they will put an agend
thing .is done in the Flood Cont
Sir, recently the: P. W. D. had purchased some pi

market price of a pile engine js Rs. 8,000 but the
fixed the price at Rj,

a for approval,
rol Department.
le engines. The

Purchase Board
14,000. Not only that, the pile engine was

ut they purchased 750 K. G. but no action
Ainst the purchaser op th
the N. K. Division has purchased ope

to be | ton monkey b

has been taken ap ¢ contractor. Recently

pile engine at Rs, 6,000, but
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assuming that its price is Rs. 8,000/—its price can never :be fixed
at Rs 14,000/—. The Purchase Board somchow manipuleted the

price.

Sir, not only one engine even for the whole State they
have Purchased only from firm, one Mr. Jalan and one Mr.
B. P. Sarma. They supplied pile engines. But always rates were
fixed—instead Rs. 8 thousand the rates were at fixed 14 thousand.
Whether it is a fact or not 1 must say for the information
of the present Minister. Sir, P. W. D. is incfficiency personified.
The more there is criticism for inefficiency and corruption,
the more there is retrenchment at lower level and they got appo-
intment in the top level. If there is mo work at the lower level
what the officers do at the top level 2 It is this Ministry who
complained about top heavy ~dministration of the previous Ministry.
But they are appointing only the top officials on political ground.
They appointed many people on the ground of political consnderation.
If there is no work, there is retrenchment, but bow can we agree that
top officials appointments while there is no work. Sir, another
corrupt practice in this Department is in appointing local contrac-
tors and contractors from outside. The outside contractors are now

most favourities. I would like to inform Myr. ~Lutfur Rahman,
the P. W.D. Minister about this. Because thcre is reason that

the local ccn'ra:tors are little misar to vash the mouth of
the official in the language of Mr. Barua, while the outside
contractors are very liberal because they have got fabulous money.
They have got money and they paid. In respect of the local
contractors from Assam the officers adopt delaying tactics in giving
design and estimates and thereby the local contractors are doomed

and ultimately he is to give up work. Then they ( the Officers )
came with a revised rate of expenditure, revised estimates and
they will say the local contractor could not complete tke work

so we should give the works to the others. Immediately the job
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is given to the outsiders, designs are given immediately, estimates
are completed. More interesting, even when the works are not
completed the bills are paid. - ‘These are happening in the P.W D..
is the construction of the over-bridge i.e. Railway over-bridge
at Athgaon. There 'was ‘correspondence betwecn the Assam.
Govt. and the Railway Ministry. The Railway Ministry wanted
to construct lhe bridge at a particular angle causing more expenditure
& compensatlon and the Government of Assam, the Ex- -Minister.
P W.D. wrote a D.O. letter that if the bridge is constructed
there according to the Stafe P.'W. D.’s specification then less
compensation should have to be given. That is why our engineers
showed another design. But one fine morning our Engineers wrote a
letter to the Railway Ministry informing that if Assam Govt.
agrced to the proposal of the Railway, if the bridge is constructed
at this particular place we will have to demolish big buildings
mcludmg some warchouse, Cinema Hall etc. Sir, whether the
Mmlster has got time 'to look after the file what his predecessor

had written. Then, again our officers started thinking that their

deslgn were wrong. But they decided to be strict to their origi-

‘nal point. In this way, Sir, it s delayed for more than 3 years.

We have seen how the poor peo

ple are managing with meagre
daily wages

they are getting from master-roll works. On, the

other hand, while the top officers, when they visited certain areas,

thcy do not pay the circuif” bills even. Sir, the P. W. D. Minister

has come in a very bad time, during a very bad financial crisjs,

' which has not enabled him to come out fully in true colours,

he should get more Opportunity to show his mettle.

But I must
congratu]ate him for the unique means devised b

y the department
squander away Govt. money.
‘Temove the. old files: where, the official

notings are against particular contractors to whom he is now

new file ommiting the

(IS
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adverse noting with the help of the .corrupt officials. Here is a
case Sir, A brick edging.case of a contractor, one Suleiman Kﬁan
of Tinsukia. “The Executive Engineer expressed that as per agree-
ment no extra-payment can be made for the brick edging because
it was included in the specifications. But the contractor with a
money bag influenced the superior officers, who are anxious to
dish out Govt. money for cash and kind in return and later on
the successor Executive Engineer: gave the correct report which
did not ‘favour the contractor but ultimately he too fell in‘the
trap. The case was ready for admission but; the clearance of the
former Financial adviser,- who was a scholar could not be befooled
by the Additional Chief Engineer. In his elaborate.notes exposed
the hollowness of the claim: and. the, corrupt P. W. D. officials

and the contractor had'toeat a humble pie: But at the advent

‘of -the new P.W.D. Minister . heralded .a new dawn for the

racketeers and they were quick to find out a new . deyice, w:_}nch
is 'to destroy the file containing the notes open a new file and
pay the.contractor.

Sir, that contractor was paid during the tenure of the pre-
sent Hon’ble Minister of P.W.D. Sir; when we thmk about the

" pamodelling or renovation of any School | Buxldmg or any Hospital,

‘then' we get the answers from the Govt. that there is no fund
at the disposal of the Govt. Their reply in that partlcular con-

" text will be that P.W.D. has no money and, therefore,, they are

not in a position to remodel or-renoviate the bulldmrr Recently

we raised a question about- the renoyation . of |  some School

Buildings. But Govt i§ not in:a position to do;s0 because of the
non-availability of funds. We do not: get. money . for even the
Tarini Charan Girls’ High School, which was damaged by storm.

The eyes of dead bodies were fallen . out at Jorhat HQprtal
because there was.no'iron bar in the windows PWD had no-

money for that too. But, Sir, it will be surprising to note that an
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huge amcunt of money has been spent by the Govt. for renov-
ation and remodelling of the house ' where our present Hon'ble
Minister is staying.  Sir, I want to know wherefrcm this moncy
has come ? Sir, T want to know how much mony has been spent

for ‘this purpose ? Sir, Chief Minister was telling that all the Ministers

will ‘be stayed at Dispur. Sir, I want to know how many Minister

are staying at Dispur ?  Sir, most of the MIlnisters are staying

outside Dispur. Sir, I am particularly ‘mentioning this because
we talk of repairing a school building or a Lospital building, P.W D.
invariably replies that the repairs cannot be done for shortage
of funds. But, Sir, if we look at the Govt. building cccupied
by P.W.D. officials and other high officials" friendly with them,
then we find availabilify of funds is nota question. at all. They

are coloured with all the colours of a rainbow with costly plastic

paints, but there are no funds to stop the leakage of even

hospital building or a School building roof. Sir, whereas the high

officials and Minister almost bathe in costly paints the lower

fry is almost kicked from pillar to post. Let me cite a concrete

instance. Sir, the P-W.D., Minister made a show of simplicity

for. some .days by occupying a residence at Dispur adjacent to

Chief Minister’s residence, But once this show was over and he
has now shifted to

the palatial building cn the hill-top at
Chandmari, which

Was_once Superintending Engineer’s residence,
The building in a very big one and when Shri B. M. Chakravarty

was S. E. we used to see that it accommodated both the office
and residence ot S, E. but as soon as the Minister occupied this
House extensive ¢

xtension to this House has been made costing
more than 20,000/

—of rupees without even Finance’s sanction and
much more money has been spent in repainting with costly paints.
Sir, it is reported that the instruction is to charge the amount
to some other bUilfiings or roads. The Gr. 1V staff occupying the
outhouses were accommodated in some new quarters that sprung up

overnight without finance’s sanction by irregularity charging to Road



—

1974

Voting on Demands for Grants 45

works. But this is not the end of it. Sometimes Ministers staying
together creat inconvenience. They want their, own privacy. That
is why, Sir, some of our Hon’ble Ministers find it inconvenient
to stay. at Dispur. Therefore, Sir, those employees who were
occupying the adjacent houses must leave their hearth and
home lest they see who comes what pours into Minister’s
bungalow from the outside. So, all the low paid employees like
drivers, etc., have been asked to vacate the compound and the
Minister is the monarch of all he surveys. Sir, taking a cue
from the Minister all top officers of P. W.D. have occupied
Subordinate quarters. While the subordinates like Section officers,
SE_Ction Asstts., Mohurrirs are living in rented houses at exhorbi-
tant rates. In certain cases S.E. is occupying Executive Engineer’s
quarters, Executive Engineer is occupying S D- 0.s quarters and
S. D. O. is occupying Section Officer’s quarters and so on and
so forth. Sir, now, I would like to speak something about the
carriage contracts. Sir, every division in P. W. D. is provided
with a fleet of departmental trucks to carry its material, These
The cost of running of these
be charged to finally

trucks are run on a strange mauner.
trucks are debited to suspense accounts (o
to the works but there is large scale corrupt practice in running
of these trucks and near about a crore of rupees have been kept
of suspense accouants deliberately so that

outstanding "in this typc
k. Sir, these trucks are maintained

corrupt practice can rum amuc
for show. 'Sir, the carriage contract of P. W D. reminds me of
one Shri S. I. Choudhury, a carriage contractor, of Pakistani origin
recruited without police verification, ~whose carriage racket in
Baithalangsu, Barpeta, North -Lakhimpur and Dhubri are well
ktown For Baithalangshu division ‘of Mikir Hills most of the
rods carried ~ by ‘this contractor were sold at the blackmarket.
Ultimately, the Govt. was forced to blacklist the contractor. The
first act of the Minister was to lift the ‘blacklisting order. Under

-
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the sunshine of royal favour Shri S I. Chdudhury has ' changed
his name to Bagle Transport Carriers to remove the stigma asso-
iated with his noble name lakhs of_' rqpees recoverable from ‘t'his
c‘oh-tractor and: one of his close lasspciates gnd compatriot Shri
Kutub Ali has been given up. And the said contractor is ip
such a position that he can now trapsfcr and post officers to
places of. their choice and this business is not Jess attractive than
- carriage .contract. Sir, I will no

W cite some examples how the
carriage contracts and

its_racketeering are now ﬂourising under
the patronage .of our present Minirster.

Sir, throughout the State
the Assam P. W, D. faces now acute shortlagé of cement. 'Aﬁout
eight or nine months back lakhs and lakhs of rupees were advanced
and' paid to Assam Cement of, Cherrapunji and contractors chosen
were those who - had intimate relationship with the Minist
someother P. W.D. high up. Th

in this connection 1 would hike

er and
%Y were given the contracts. Sir,
o point out that the Minister

.instead of asking the State Transport undertaking. i. e » the Assam

. he advocated for a
Corrupt contractors

" or’ Meghalaya Road Transport Corporation
no-objection certificate for those to ?arry
cement from Cherrapunji = Sir, more cement were ordered to
distant places where there is no need ; we had a Strarge spectale
of Cherrapunji cement carried to Gosaigaon where there was ne
need- and then from Goszigacn to Dhemaji,

the obvious inten-
tion is to traverse the whole

length of the State twice ‘with

the fabulous carriage rotes. There are ‘m'ore orders for diétant

places. At one time Ministry of Transport officjals were surprised
that. when many National

starving for w

to  Dhubri: where there is no need, the intentiq'n' was to :pIace
the order for- long distance carriage. Sir, thy
some places P. W. D. rates
Rs. 28/—a bag‘ whereas eve
Rs. 21/—and carriage contr

Highway "wor'ks at Gauhat;

‘were
ant of cement 100 tons

of cement were ordered

» the result wag that in
of cement ranged from Rs. 25/— to
n in blackmarket rates of ‘cement is

actors found it more profitable to
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sell the cement at Gauhati at black market and earn a handsome
profit, and purchase cement at the destination at black market
and give it to AP._ W. D. and £0 earn handsome profit. “Another
device adoptad in carlier stage is to lift the cement from Cherra-
punji and sell it at blackmarket ‘at Shlilonrr and to supply to
P. W. D. after two or three "months 'when the scarcity condition
is relaxed. Sir, in this connection Minister’s pleas is that nota

single local contractor is avallablc and that is why they are given

the coﬂtracts

Tottym—fea i AT Sty
AT ! (@ AT AR A e AN

Bulldmg Coustructnon company and thelr rate was

af2, @@ A2 |

But, Sir, I want to ask the Mmlster for how many lceal

contractors he has advocated to Assam Meghalaya Road Transport

Corpontlon fOI. no Ob_leCtIOD certificate ? They have not come

forward for carrying cement from Cherrapunji to Gauhati with

the Assam Meghalya Road Transport

the understanding that
Now,

_Corporpation will not give them permission ‘to carry cement.

_coming to another point, Sir. The Goalpara Sainik School was

establlshed wnth h]gh hopes because it was a backward district.

When Mr. Dev Kant Barocah was the Education Minister ‘he wanted

 to have ihc school at Codlﬁara Nobody has anything to say

But what is hdprcnlng now regarding the construction
For water supply the

e estimate ‘at 24

against that.
of the bu:]dmgs it is in a big mess.
P W D. was given the work and they gave th
When the Education Secretary objected the

lakhs of rupees,
3 lakhs 'of ‘rupees. Sir, -do

P WAD: 1mmedlate]y came down to 1

you know how ﬁnure of 13 lakhs was arrived at ? The P. W..D.

and three contractors were in‘the field. ‘But
bidder

called for tenders
the highest bldder was given the work over the lowest

who was a local boy " The highest bidder was ‘the Bridge and
more than one
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lakh- rupees above the lowest bidder. Th= Chief Engineer of
Public Health Department was asked whether out of ihese three
‘contractors any of them worked for water supply under him and
the reply came that only Bridge and Building Construction worked

and so the Bridge and Buildinz Construction was given
one lakh thirteen

for them

thousand more ‘than the lowest bidder. Even
after that there are big discrepencies in the affairs of the cons-

truction of that Sanik School and they are spending lakhs of
of rupees. This requires to be enquired-into by .a House Commi-

ttee 'Sir, T am going to close my speech. The P. W, D. Minister
in the last session and in this session also, times without number
- he.is. telling that he is going to take action on the defaulting

officers on the allegations brought against them on the floor of

the House but nothing has been done. Sir, now a time has

come when we must cry halt to this business of the P. W. D.
We do. not want any Public Works Department, we do not want

any. buildings, we do not want any roads, we do not want any

gomstruction if. the-P. W:.D. confinues to function in this way

in which they are functioning

at the moment. Mr. Lutfur Rahman,
the

hon’ble Minister was not appointed on consideration of his
of eficiency and merit bec

any excellant capability
probably he was appoin
which the work of Plan
should be on the h
have no doubt ;

ause we do not know whether he hag
as an Archalik Panchayat President. Mos:

ted on zone basis. The department on

and progress of the State depends upon

and of a person about whose integrety we

but we do pot say that we have doubt about
3 ntegrity. I would Tequest the Chief Minister to
t;?cd rjonu; a(:-()ﬂ:i]; cc;lleague of. }.ﬁs Who can keep himself out of
Orrupt officials, who h
happen tomorrow, 4 m
spade.  With thege wor
( Mr,

his ( Minister's )t

as vision to sce what
an who hag gol puts to call a spade a
ds
Deputy Speaker yacy

the ch

1 conclude my spegch.

Cated and Shri Lilakanta Bora took
4r at 12-08 P.M. )
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Deputy Speaker — Order, Order, it is/:12130. "Yiou will
continue in the next half. The House stands adjourned

till 2-30 p. m.
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( After lunch-break, the House met at 2-30 P.M. with
Mr. Deputy Speaker in the chair ),
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Shri Subhankar Siaha— Mr. Depuaty Speaker, Sir. At the outset, I

congratulate the Hon’ble Minister Mr. Lutfur Rahman for the
grants, moved by him and I support them. Sir, while partici-
pating in the discussion of voting on demands for grants of
P.W D, I would like to make certain observations, which, I
hope, the Hon’ble Minister and the Hon'ble August House will
consider sympathctic:‘.ily Sir. these observations relate to my
constituency which is situated on the border of Manijur and Mizo-
ram. On the other ha-d, Sir, you know, Cachar is a most
backward disirict. It is one of the 4 districts of Assam, dec-
lared by the Govt. of India as backward ones while declaring.
72 districis of India as backward districts. Sir, my constituency
is inhahited by 73% of O.B.C. and Scheduled Castes people and
economically backward communities. Sir. in fact, the entire cons-
tituency is inhabited by backward communities and this cons-
tituency is situated just by the border of these two States men-
tioned earlier and this constituency really needs attention of the
Govt. from the standpoint of its security also. Sir, as you know,
on 19th of February last, general election of Manipur State took

place. Then, Sir, subsequently after the election was over, Naga
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hostiles started their activities again and created tension there,
Sir, it is a fact that protection of the place and its sccurity,
demand immediate attention from the Govt. Military operation
is, therefore, necessary to protect the area from any external
trouble and my constituency is the best place for such military
operation. Sir. from this point of view, my submission is that
road development works in my constituency should be given top
priority. But, Sir, in- this connection I would like to state that

in respect of ailocation of funds during the year 1974-75, not

even cat’s share has been provided for my constituency. Sir, I

do not bother abcut the lion’s share ; my concern is about

cat’s share and that is

also not provided for my constituency,
As you know, Sir,

My constituency is just opposite to Silchar
and there is a road rumning frem  Silchar to Jarighat and this

handed over to B.R.T.F. The con-
dition of this road s very bad.

road has been very recently

Sir, recently our Education Mini-

ster, while coming back, “h3d Sthe’ cocasion o~ see. the condition

Sir, the condition of the road is very bad; itls
totally unfit for the plying of cars.

Sir, the fund that has remained unspent for the road con-
truction has been diverte

d towardg development or construction
of some other roads in the district, Once again not once, }
requested  the hon’ple P w
schemes atleast
date there,

- D. Minister to take up some

In my constitrency. Sir, it is the people’s man-
it is not my advice
in between one

furiated

€ because some two months back,
and two months,
towards me apg that

work during my tenure.
P.W.D. Minister

ment of (1)

the people became much in-
is because of non-execution of
submitted a memorandum to the

at Shillonz on 11973 regarding the improve-
Barenga Bagadahar

to Sona Banskandi road including
improvement of ferry on the B

arak by providing engine driven

boat via Gangapur ang Niargram anq (2) Rupairbali to Lakhi-

\
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pur Amjurighat Rangirghat road via Bara Mamda and Chhota
Mamda. These roads are surrounded by cent percent economi-
cally backward classes. Sir, they are yet to pulsate a new life
in the days of modernity. Sir, my constituency is scattered from
Matinagar ( Bhubaw Hills) to Rangpur. They are isolated in
such a way that' they cannot be linked up. I want to say-
Sir, Govt. envisa ¢ to introduce green revolution. There is no
doubt at all. But minus this road which has been handed over
to B.R.T.F, no black topped road is there in my constituency-

In the year 1974-75. there is no provision for road construction,
for metalling, nor for black topping. Not a farthing has been
allocated for my constituency. This Lakhipur constituency is
a part and percel of Assam and it is incumbent upan the Govt.
to look upon the development of the constituency. Sir, in
MLAship I am already two years old and three more years
remain. So this is high time for me to place my grievances
before the august House and there is no institution in Assam
which is as big as this august House. I happen to be an
outsider ; this Lakhipur constituency has been being represented
by outsiders from Dr. Ramprasad Chaubey down to me. Sif
a few words more. On another occasion, I suggested for the
immediate construction of (1) Sibpur-Lakhipur road (2) Saraleikai-
gribar and (3) gibtillal-Sribar road to link up these villages with
Lakhipur, the only town in rural areas in Silchar subdivision.
Sir, I suggest to the P.W.D. Minister for constitution of sub-
divisional level road committee consisting of MLAs so that he
may follow the principle of his predecessor. Sir, one minute
more. A bridge over Barak river at Fulertal near Lakhipur is
a must to link, Cachar with Manipur and Mizoram fdr which
I participated in the debate on the other day. Sir, after all,
this is a Govt. which secks to introduce or to bring in a soci-
tern of society Which is designed to remove the dis-
So I hope this will receive the kin-

alistic pat
parities existing among Us-
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dest sympathy of the P. W. D. Minister, All the more T am

confident, ‘If winter comes can spring be far behind.’
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Mr. Deputy Speaker— No, No, I have asked the Minis-
ter to reply. Please move out,
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RG34 98 3P SRl | s SEFILET s
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CEIRCR 7T WA sIERT @B s gty T
UWoTRl, @ROT (22 5309 farats Piso) weafoiag e
fies1 wriore i @3ReE Geeg M-erefEis Tae wiq
T 9 @I A woe fawy  eomw TEge  fasid
T AR a3 St G e S FRET T

*RI A 3 vaaten esqw wy 1 T3 @R ey
AR s

I must thank the hon.
offering many of the good suggestions and con-
Structive criticisms about the working of the P. W. D. Sir, before

ils of the budget or go to reply to some of
the questions the hon. members have

that Assam ig the poorest State so far a
ation is concerned. Sir,

Five Year Plan from Ap

members for

I go into the deta

raised, I must confess
s the road communic-
WE are venturing to take up our Fifth
ril this year. But you will be surprised
Sir, to know that whatever programme we are taking up in the
Fifth Five vear Plan and whatever w
reach the Aj India

speed  we wi) be

ork we are taking up to
standard of 1957 if we g0 on with that

reaching it by the year [C8[,

This is our
Position Sir, and in view of

this if the hon. members of this
August Houge €Xpress concerp regarding the communication of
the State then there js nothing surprising Sir. And with the

bresent state of affairs, present state of availability

of fund per-
haps we shaj lag much

behind all other State of Indj
as road COmmunijcatiop is concerned.

faced criticism when we handed over

a so far
That is why Sir, we have
roads to B. R.T.F. The

same thing happeneq When we handed over many of our

roads to other agencies,
to tackle this problem p
these works.

But at that time, that was the only way
€cause we did not have fund to complete
State of affairg Sir, we are facinz on

of the 5th Five Year Plan. In this

&

-
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particular juncture we are ina peculiar position. The Fifth Year
of the Fourth Five Year Plan is geoing to be finished on the
31st of March this year and the Fifth Plan will be started fro‘m
Ist of April and yet we do not know what is our plaﬁ, we
do not know what will be total financial allozation,. And there-
fore, on the basis of the previous years’ allocation our P. W. D.

budget was prepared.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barva—What is the indication you have got in
respect of the total amount? We want to know about the in-
dication if any, about the amount to be made available during
this year.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, about the amount, indications are
there in the budget. Ican read it out.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—In the budget there is clear indication.
Budget is practically a misnomer. We want to know what is the
actual amount which wiil be made available.

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, I will be giving it. Before I
venture to speak what I want to make clear is—we were trying
and we were determined to venture on the Fifth Plan on the
recommendations of the Subdivisional Planning Board. But un-
fortunately wh2n the bud et was prepared, the schemes from most
of the Subdivisional Pla~ning Board did not reach us. Therefore
we could not do on cur own to have some schemes for every
arca in the budget before we knew the minds of the Subdivisional
Planniny Board. That is why very few schemes have found their
place in the budget and we have kept a lump provision so that
after due consideration of the recommendation of the Subdivisional
Planning Board we can prepare a list of things.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, if I am permitted I want to have a
clarification. Generally it was decided that the Subdivisional Planning
Board will give the detailed requirements Sub-division-wise on the
priority basis for the Fifth Plan period. I find that from the
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Ist of April a portion of such roads are to be included for
every subdivision. When this is not included, can we call it a
budget ? -

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, we have kept a lump provision to

include all the schemes in the [st year of the Plan and to get

this finalised we have convened a meeting of the Road Board

to give us final advice

regarding the selection of roads sub-
division-wise

> and particularly when we are to allocate money
it will be decided on what basis the roads will be selected.
That is why we are trying to get things done speedily and a
meeting of the Road Board has been convened today to give
advice regarding the selection of roads and projects and the
principles on which" the money is to be distributed throughout
the State. I can assure the hon’ble members that the intention
I that every acea of the State shouid be covered by roads and
in_ every area there should be one project or the other so that
no constituency remains untouched for development works, parti-
cularly in road comzaunications of the State. That is why we
have got a minimum needs programme that will come subdivision-

wise. There may be political consideration in respect of selection

of roads by the Subdivisional Planning Board; we are only to

see which are the roads that can be taken up. There will be
a nlgcting of the Road Board today and they will give us advice
and the State Plahning Board will also advice the P. W.D. on
which basis the work will be taken up. That is why we could

not indiate fully oyr WOHCin the First™ year “of TheiFiftll Plan.
Regarding the 4th plan

i many of the hon’ble .. (interruption)
Shri Dulal Chandry B

-Sir, T want to have a claritication. That
1ave been asked to submit list of roads and on the

consideration more or less we will submit the list of
May I know from the Minister P.W.D. whether any
assessment has so fat been made from the department about the

is—now we h
political

roads.
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requirement of roads. For example, in Nalbari subdivision, now
many roads are there; now if we go to select roads on consti-
tuency basis, automatically there will be more roads, and on the
other hand, in Majuli and North Lakhimpur, the number of
roads are less. On this basis if we give the list of roads,
naturally, we will give this on political consideration. So, the
government is to make an assessment about the whole requirment
of the roads; the government can give priority on these roads.

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, the government has got details

subdivision-wise, and we will take the advice from the Road
Board. ‘and finally we will take the advice of the State Planning
Board Regarding working of the 4th Plan most of present hon’ble
members of this House could not do any work during the last
two years. Our predecessors of this august House selected roads
and alloted money and some works were completed. Whatever
moaey was left over, it was not sufficient and for which projects
could not be taken up. So, the present hon’ble members did
not have moiey to do works during the last two years and as
a result of this we are to face our constituencies as we could
not do any work during the last two years. With the meagre
amount of money for the first year of the 5th  Plan, I do not
know what hooe [ can give to ths hon’ble members for the rest
of the Fifth Plan. During the 4th Plan, works were done in
incomplete manner; at that time money was distributed, but in
some places it is found that bridge was completed but road was
not completed, at some place, gravel road was made but black-
topping was not done. In this way, works were not done in
complete manner and so many things are to be done now. Now
the overall consideration of the State will be taken into account
for the State Highways and for the District Highways. Therefore
we  should not confing ourselves to some areas for

political consideration if we want to develop the State. 5o, we
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must have good State roads and not roads which canm?t carr)T ovur
buses and trucks and we must have district and ]ntel’-d.lST.I"lCt
roads which can take us to the State capital and to the district
and subdivisional headquarters. With this idea in view, the'dep::.l-
rtment will start work and I think the Road Board which is
meeting today will give us advice in this respect. I want to mal.(:;
it clear ‘to the hon’ble members of this House that u.fe.w1
have more roads than what we had. Our funds are hmxte‘d.
As I have already stated we will have All India standard of 1967
in 1981. Whatever Suggestions the hon’ble memters of the
Planning Board have given, it will not be possible for us to
accommodate, but we will select only those roads and on those
principles which the Road Board wijl| advise and the State Plann-
ing Board will advie. Now, about Fourth Plan T can say that
We have done a lot but it appears we have done nothing, Sir,
roads have been Constructed but these are not usuable. Toney
has been Spent and - probably much money has
because these roads could not be repaired.
ition js that repair of foads throughout the

been wasted,
So the overall pos-

“an say that our immediate problem

scheme and the missing links
musts, The schemes th

will be Completed. Ap
raising and
State roads.

—these are two
at were takep up, could

d as usual we will be
strenghtening of the village roads,

Then also comes: the Natj
tional Highway System is the Govt,
many of the Nati

not be completed,

going for the
district roads and
onal HighWays. The Na-

N. H. first Wwe  were given
86 lakhs apg by December
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the Govt. of India informed us that we may be given 74 lakhs
and that amount was almost spent before December. Naturally
many of the works could not be done. I had talks with the
Director General, Road Communication and requested him to
give us some more fund particularly for the Bridge at Margherita
Now, 2/3 days ago the Govt. of India has given some money.
I do not know what will be the position next year and how
much money the Govt. of India will give us. Again, Wwe have
also requested the Govt. of India to extend the N.T. road and
make it circultous so that by that N.T. road we can come
directly to Dibrugarh and this shall he made a N, H. But the
Govt. of India has not released any money for this.

Sir, the Hon’ble member Shri Dulal Chandra Barua has given
a very valuable suggestion of having a better link to the back-
ward region of Cachar and Mikir Hills. This point has been
cngaging the attention of the Govt. for the last few years. The

Govt. of India has tentatively agreed for a link from Haflong
to Silchar via Ditokcherra. The detailed investigation and pre-
paration of estimates for this stretch of road is under examination
The matter hais also bzzn r2ferred to Geological Survey of India
for their views regarding stability of a portion of the proposed
alignment as this passes over saspected faulty zone. This has been
pursued and all attempts will be made to see that the sanction
comes as early as possible, During the 5th Plan period there

is also a proposal to improve the /existing road from Haflong

towards Silchar via Dolia for a considerable length.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—What was the improvement of the Haflong

Silchar road ?
Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Reg-rding the Haflong Silchar present
link, that wasa road constructed years back. Money was spent

on it and then the road was almost abandoned but then the

P. W. D. took it up again and has made it trafficable. In the
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Fifth Five Year Plan, an amount of money, I do not remember
precisely, 11-15 lakhs has been kept for this link and this will
be improved as far as possible.

So far as the working of the P. W. D. is concerned, there
has been many criticisms, constructive and otherwise but I also
agree in one respect. As our Hon’ble members have said, we
have spent so much of money but what we find 9 The result
is not very encouraging. More attention is given on the road
work and less is given on buildings—to allay this apprehension,
Govt. decided quite a long time ago to bilurcate the Public
Works Department into Roads and Buildings.
have started but it js a difficult job and o
done the bifurcation upto a certain

The process we
ainstaking. We have

level and I can assure the
House that this bifurcation will involve officers from

top to bottcm
with an Additional Engineer having the pow

er of Chief Enginecr.
Sir, before I come to answer many of the questions raiscd
of ‘the Public Works

aspect and that i, capital con-

by Hon'ble members regarding the working
Department I want to clear one
struction.  Sir, the capital

construction work Was not done by
the Public Works Departmen

t alone. The work on the temporary

taken by the Government under the
Minister and various
It is neither the credit of
ment nor of any other
there—the

leadership of the Chief

departments took
part in it.

the Publijc Works Depart-
single department.

Public Works Department,
Department,

The whole govt. was
the General Administrative
Public Health Engineering Dep
and several other dep

the'Forest, the
the Electricity Department
Govt. were connected witp

artment,

artments of the

the construction of the capital,
So if T am to answer all the questions it will pe difficult

but 1 wij certainly ‘try ¢ answer certaip questions. There have
been much Criticism récarding (he quality of work, Yes Sir, I
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also cannot certify that every piece of work was upto the mark.
Sir, you know the size of the work, we also wanted our une-

mployed educated youths to take up contructions, labour and the
volume of the job all together made the: position such that every
work could not be upto the mark. Bui then, Sir, the ycuths, the
labourers, the engineers and others worked day and night as a
team and completed the work in record time. Then there has
been criticism about the quality of the bricks. Sir, we had to
use bricks not by thousands but by crores, it was difficult to
check every brick, and in such circumistances there may be some
substandard bricks As regards timber we had to use thousands
and thousands of c¢ft. In such cases there mi_ht be some timber
of low standard The timber used was certified by the Forest
Department. The capital constructsion work had been seen not
only by the Ministers but by the Hon’ble Members also, and
I requested everybody to go and have a look and give us advice
as to how the czpital cculd be best constructed. Sir, we had
nothing to hide. We had an open mind, We constructed the
capital and wr,. are thankful to those persons who helped us in com-
pleting the proj:ct in record time. On: aspect his been very
much criticised, a-d that is regarding earth filling. There had
been heavy earth filling—in some places it is upto a height of
1} meter and in some areas more. I am thankful to Shri Barua
for pointing out certain anomalies in the amount of money
spent' in carth filling. We had .a sanctioncd amount of 3 crores
and odd, and out of that we have spent 45 lakhs for earth work.
We had several estimates for the earth work with the approval
of finance. The total amount bheing Rs 49,08,500/. Over
and above the P.W.D. can spend 10% more. That is why I

think there was some misunderstanding,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—I am thankful to ‘the Hon’ble Minister for

giving us the information, but I think the information supplied
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to him by the Department js not wholly correct. Qur question

The P. W. D. can
spend more in certain circumstances but the amount
far in excess of that amount

was that the original estimate was 28 lakhs.

spent was

also. For the excess expenditure
no finance sanction had been obtained.

Sbri Lutfur Rahman {Minister)—Financ

¢ sanction was for Rs. 43,08,500
Over that the P. w. D.

€an spent 10% more. Pp, W.D. has got

authority from G. A. D. with the approval of Finance for
13 lakhs miore.

Shri Dulal Chzndra Barua—Ap
filling’, wha
works,

ert from th 1

Shri Lutfur Rahman {(Minister)—The total amount that
P.W.D. wasg Rs.

give,
- Shri Dulal Chandra Barua——-My point is that

carth filling which wag sanctioned by the
cluding G A. D. will not pe able to me
by the P: w.D. Therefore, I am raising,

amount which hag been Spent,
the amount will be in excess.

the P. W. D, hag PNt over and aboye the 10% allowed, I shall
have to find out,

Sati Ranuk, D

was given to

3,79.19,600. The toqa] amount spent 1 canno?

the amount spent for
Fianance Department in-
et the expenditure made
after verification, thai
even if the 10% is allowed,

If the Hen’ble Member means that

Vi Birkitakih‘whether the Minister coul

incurred ?
Ruhman-—That I cannot, Sir.

actual expendit ure
Shri Lutfur

cannot give ug figures
construction,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— The sanctioned amount including the ones
given by G.AD. is Rs. 379 crores According to our infor-
mation they have spent over  that amount also. They have
already crossed the 10% expenditure in excess Out thinkirg is
that the excess of 10'%. should not be allowed to sme-d by the
P.W.D. That is another reason for which there has been mis-
use of public fund and we are going to recommend disconti-
nuance of that 10/ . In this case eve1r if this 10/ is allo-
wed the amount spent will be mors than the sanctioned amount.
This is the excess they have committed without obtaining finance
concurrence.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)- - Shall T read the P.W.D. Code.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—You need not read it ; we know it.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)— According to that if owinr to any modi-
fication or change of condition there is excess expenditure and
the amount does not exceed more than [0% of the sanctioned
estimate, we are not required to go to Finance

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—In earth filling you committed excess with-
out obtaining approval of the Finance Department. 1 have dis-
cussed the matter with the Finance and they said that you
were given Rs. 298 crores and another amount has been made
available from the G.A.D. and the total sanctioned amount is
Rs. 329 crores. But according to our information uptill to-day
the P.WD. has committcd excess to the extent of 502 more
than the sanctioned estimate.

Mr. Deputy Speaker—In that case there will be audit obj:ction and

1 the matter will come to the Public Accounts Comittee.
{_ - Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—It will not come so soon, otherwise | would

not have raised i,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki— What is the fofz! expenditure on
capital construction uptill now ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )— T canaot give that information be-
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.§‘.
cause there are other Departments also who have incurred ex- }
penditure. ‘

Then Sir, there is another vital bridge about which quite
a large number of hon. Members have discussed, and this is
regarding the brid e at Silghat.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— All the hon. Members from both sides
of the Housc are interestcd to know about the expenditure on 4
capital construction, but we have been deprived of that infor- \\
mation by the Government, The Minister concerned has a very :

big Department and the Department <hould have supplied that 4["
information to the Minister, and the Minister ough' to have come :
with that information. My hon. colleague has very rightly poin-

ted out that therc may not be any misappropriation of publicf
money in the capital construction but €ven then a talk is going

on outside the House that moncy has been misappropriated

in the name of cap tal construction and we are held guilty for it.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )— So far as the expenditure of Rs. 379 .\
crores is concerned, the amount must have been spent by-the ] ;
P W.D. on authority from G. A. D and finance. The P. W. D. il
cannot spend any thing without authority.

Regarding the Silghat bridge I want to make one point clear
that Government is as much anxious as the hon members to
have this bridge as early as possible. Sir, we have already esta~
blished a Division to investigate into the feasibility of 1the bridge
and we have extended the time so that we may have a project
report, on the basis of which we may move 'the Government

of India or the World Bunk or any other agency to give us K,
.finance for the purpose. In the meantime we also ngproached A
the N E C. and I have learnt that the N. E C. has agreed to .
inclugie that bridge in their proposals. We hope thatsome day

the bridge will come into being.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Why soms day ? Why not immediately ?
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€ Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )— I have been fighting for it for the
last tvo years and I have succeeded in convincing the N.E.C. to

include it in their scheme.

Regarding improvement of work and creation of a Techni-
call Cell, I quite agree with the hon. Members that our per-
formance in the past was not at all satisfactory. We construc-
ted roads asif without liaviug any technical knowledge. Scienti-
fic road construction we did not do. We are now trying to
have a soil testinz unit and a quality control unit during the
X Fifth Five Year Plan. In the matter of construction of bridge
improve our work during

“ ¥
i

and building also we are (rying to
the Fifth Five Year Plan.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki— Is there any proposal to streamline
Minister always talks about

your Department? As the Chief
ring a structural

structural change, is there any proposal to b
change in your Departmznt ?
T Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )— 1f the Chief Minister says that we

: will make structural change, we will certainly do so
v Sir, the hon. Member Shri Soneswar Bora has ‘raised cer-

tain questions regarding the Shramik Bahinis. Sir, when the Shramik

Bahini Act was passed the Government had a very open mind
to have the work done by our own people. But as the hon.
¥ Member has pointed out, in course of ‘time these Shramik Bahi-

nis have become Contractors Bahinis. We are now deeply thin-

to how to bring about an improvement so that the

king as
real Shramiks get the benefit. I quite agree with the hon,
g Member Shri Bora that something should be done to do away
L__ with these Contractors Bahinis.
n that

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani raised a questio

in Dhubri Subdivision no bridge has been contructed 'Sir pro-

bably he is not correct. Jinjiram definitely falls within the Dhubri

Subdivision. Sir, the hon. Member Wwill appreciate that we can-



50

Voting on Demands for Grants 23 March

not have all the bridges we need. Assam has got so many
rivers and revulets and we need hundreds of bridges over these
rivers and we want to have R.C.C. bridges to satisfy our needs
but we cannot have all the bridges. We have of couTse ¢ons-
tructed some bridges but that will not satisfy our needs. So
many big bridges are to be constructed but we have very limi-
ted resources.

Regarding construction of a permanent bridge across Ganga-
dhar we approached the Government of !ndia. At first they
did not agree but lateron, after the bridge appro.ches were
washed off, on our request, the Government of India sent a
team of expert engineers and also some cxperts from Poona Re-
search Station. The team visited the site some time back and
their report is awaited. Sir, it requires time to construct a big
bridge. We are to test the soil, collect hydraulic data znd then
select the site. The Govt. of India is tryin: to expedite the
matter and I think we shall have a birdge over Gangadhar
early as possible.

as

Sir, the hon. Member Shri Lila Kanta Das also raised a
point regarding a bridge over Brahmapuira, which I have alrcady
replied. Regarding North Lakhimpur Kamalabari Road we ap-
proached the Border Road Organisation to take it over but they
did not agree. Now we have decided to construct thrce major
bridges and black topping the remaining lcngth of the road upto
Lohits so that we may have better communication system.

Sir, during discussion the hon. Member Shri Barua refer-
red to the proceeding against an S C. Sir, the officer against
whom mazjor punishment was proposed as per A.P.S.C.'s r;com-
mendations had to be served with second show cause potice.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— When it was given ?

shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)— After we received the recommendations

from the A.P.SC.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki— Sir, the issue of Second Show Cause
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Notice practically means termination of service. The Minister
said action was taken months back. May I know, Sir, how many
Second Show Cause notices will be there ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, we want to know specifically when it
was served ?

Shri Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, the date is not with me. But it
is after the receipt of the A.P.S.C.recommendation. The officer
concerned raised many legal points also.

Shri Dulal Chandra Buarua—Whether the officer is under suspension
@r in service ?

Dr. Lutfer Rahman (Minister)—The officer is not under suspension but
as [ teld already S:zcond Show Cause Notice was served.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—How he can remain in service 9

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister P.W.D )—S8ir, he can remain in service,
why should we remove him frem service ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, how he can remain in service. Without

making any enquiry h: was to bz put under suspension after
receipt of the recommsndation from ths A.P.S.C. and even then
why he is not placed under suspension ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—3ut it depeads on the merit of the
case. .

Shri Badan Talukdac—Sir, may I kaow whether it is on the merit of
the case or the merit of the person?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, on the merit of the case. Sir, I
do not know why my Hon’ble friend Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki
is after the Ex-Minister. Sir, from next year we have so much
of programme to improve roads from the ecapital site up to
Ulubari. I think the Hon’ble Members will lend their full
support so that we can help in getting the roads completed. Sir,
regarding Jowai Badarpur road, the entire file is with C.B.I. It
is up te them what number of persons are to be prosecuted
and what is the latest position is not known to us, as the file
is not available with us. So, I cannot say on any of the questions
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raised by the Hon’bie members, because the file is not available
with me. Therefore, I cannot say who are the efficers going to
be prosecuted. ‘

ghri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, may I know whether they have reccived
audit objections ?

pr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, 1 shail have to find out. So far
my knowledge is concerned, there is no record.

ghri Dulal Chandra Barua— The procedure is that the case is pending
with C. B. I. and the Anti-Corruption Department. But in this
case ths political department instead of taking action against them,
they are promoted.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—I do not kmow the Hon’ble member
might have some body he referred. Regarding V. C.s letter of
October 11, 19¢8 reply was sental-cady regarding transfer, of the
officer Shri A. C. Deka of Gauhati.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, why he could not be out of here o

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minster)—1 admit. He is -here for a long time, g
there is no other post of superintending Engineer, 50 he is alloweqg
to continue here. Sir, regarding metal collection in BO!‘gong-
Guide-Bund, the work was allotted to Shri K. L. Agarwalla.

Mr. Deputy Speaker—H~w much time you want ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir. I want another 15 minutcs.

Mr. Duputy Speaker—Since you neced another 15 minutes, you better
postpone your reply for Monday. No, Item No. 3.
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MATTER UNDER RULE 30!

Mr. De‘PUty Speaker—Now, item No. 4. S :
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Sir, under rulc 301 of th
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business i Assal
Legislative Assembly 1 want to raise a discussion
lating 10 the news item appearing in the Dainik AsOl
dated 21st February 1974 under the caption.
“Sefer qeiqe qfe Wi e Bal (afy (@RS RERE At
My whole contention is that every i AR
raising the marter in the House that the price that D
been fixed by the Govt. in respect of paddy for Pi
carement is much less than in the open market ar
more so it is found that some of the middlemen
traders are giving much more price, That is why the
is some short of difficulty on the part of F. C. L ai
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the Apex Marketing in the matter of procurement of
paddy according to the target., Therefore, 1 want to
know from the hon’ble Minister in-charge of Supply
whether there is any possibility on the part of Govt,
to raise the price of paddy and whether the ‘Govt,
is contemplating to raise the price of paddy here in
Assam. Secondly whether this increased price in the
market has in any way affected the procurement target
and what was our target and what we have received

till now 1
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Adjournment

Mr. Deputy Speaker— The House stands adjourned tll
10 a.m. on Monday the 25th March, 1974.

The House then rose at 5-23 P. M. to meet

again at 10 A, M. on Monday, the 25th March, 1974.

Dated, Dispur

P. D. BARUA
‘The 23th Macch,

Secretary
Legisiative Assembly, Assam

1974,




