4 Pr"eeeﬂings of the Seventh Session of the Assam Legislative
: Assembly assembled after the Third General Election
undexr the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

S The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong; at 10 A.M. on
aturday, the 29th February, 1964.

Prescnt
Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B.L., Speaker in the Chair, nine

Mlmsters, three Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers and seventy-
three Members,

- QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Re: Separation of Judiciary from the Executive

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked :

1. (a) Whether itisa fact that the Directive principles of the Cons-
titution directs the State to separate Judiciary from the Exe-
cutive ?

& (b) 1f so, what steps Government have taken to implement the
directives in this State ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law) replied :

L. (a)—Yes.

. . s o cutive £ dy
(b)—The separation of Judiciary from the Executive has alrea
been given effect to from 26th January, 1964 in the districts of Kamrul:t)'
and Lakhimpur, The same course will also be followed in respect o
other districts gradually,

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguxi): Sir, may I
know from the honourable Minister why all the districts are not taken
together.
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): In view
of the administrative difficulty and the difiicultv of finding suirable officers to

‘become judicial officers, at present we have only taken two districts and as

soon as it is posible for us to find out more judicial officers all the other
districts will be gradually taken up.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May I know from the hoaou-
rable Law Min'ster whether he has heard the specch delivered by the Chief
Justice of India for early separation of Jud.cial from the Exccutive ?

Skri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: As I have said Government
alrealy accept the policy of separating the Judiciary from the Executive aud
in pursuance of this policy, a beginning has already been mad= and we shall
try to expedite it as early as possible.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East): May I know
whether the Judical Mavistrates are dicectly appointed by the Hizsh Court
or in consultation with the Siate Government.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED : At present, Government sent a
panel of those officers who were law graduates and the selection has been
made by the High Court and they have been appuinted as Julicial Magis-
trates  As the hon. Member is aware that so far as the junior members of
thic Judicial Service are concerned they are recruited through the P.S. C.
and then they are appointed and transferred, in consultation with High
Ceurt.

Shri PRABIN KUMAR CHCWDHURY (Boko): Whether they
have been appointed permanently or temporarily.

Shri FARKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Law): So far as the
present officers are concerned they have been deputed to the High Court,
for function as | Judicial officers, and as these members entered the Assam
Civil Service, it will be for them to exercise option after service for a number
of years, whether they would like to remain in the Judicial Cadre or come

back to the Assam Civil Service, We will then have to make some
alternative arrangements,

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Lahasighat): Sir, what is
the principle followed in selecting only two districts ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): We have
taken up two districtsfor the present after consultation with the High Cou ¢,

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimgawvj-Iorih): Sir, in the
gradual proecess will the Government tuke up the distvict of Gachar ?

1oh Osulzri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AMMED: Yes, Cachar will n.t be
€1 o .

Slnji HOOVER HYNNIEWTA. (Shillong):  Sir, may T know when
there will be completc separ.uion hewween the Executive and the Judidiary ?
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): As soon as it
will be possible. ;

Shri HOOVER HYNNIZWTA (Shillong): Can we have an ilea as
to when Government will make a decision ?

Shri FARKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No deadline has been fixed.
We have already deputed some officers, after they have been there for some

time, we will ask thm to exercise their option. In the meanwhile, we shall
try to recruit judicial officers.

hei HOOVER HYNNIEWTA: May I know whether Government
will not evolve a five year plan as they have done in so many other cases :

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: That question does not arise.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARWA : May I know what are the requisite
qualifications for the post of judicial magistrate ?

Mr:SPEAKER: Law Graduates.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East): May I know

whether 4 judicial magistrates would be able to dispose of so many cases,
exccedmg 4,000 ?

Shri FAKHAUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): It will be for

. - ' . S,
the High Court to examine. If they want more magistrates, the proposal
will be considered.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jerhat): Are the Govcrnmf}?t
aware that due to the steps taken lor scparation of judiciary from ttraf
executive the places where it has been implemented, the civil aclmmlsms_
tion has come to standstill, and the Bar Association, Dibrugarh have exp
sed their decp concern about it ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I have not been able to foliow
the Hon, Member.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Ars: the Government aware that
due to sudden implementation of the ...... eenessen

Mx. SPEAKER: Don’t you amalgamate too many quesiions at a

time. . g 1tation
Shri DULATL CHANDRA BARUA: Due to sucldt_:n }n1plcmcl e

of such the Civil Admi istration has come to a standstill in those pla

. ! : far
where it has been implemented. If so, what actiun the Government has sv
taken to check it ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALTAHMED: 1am not aware «f any cwil
administration.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Are tht_: Govqrnment awal:e
that in North Lakhimpur; for the delay in implementing this SCh"mcj RS
ordinary administration under the district b «d to be kept under suspcn.ion
for sgme time as reported in the Newspapeds |
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Shri FARHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): I have not

got that information.

Shri PULAKESHY SINGH (Somai): Isit a factthat four judicial
officers have been appointed who are rot law graduates ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I am not aware of it. We sent
a list to the High Court and the High Court appointed Magistrates out of that
list.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Have the Government
received a representation from the Bar Association, Dibrugarh that certain
anomalies are going on to this effect ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED (Minister, Law) : To what effect ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Dueto sudden implementation
of this scheme separating the judiciary fiom the executive, certain anomalies
have appeared specially in Lakhimpur District. Did the Government
r;}geivc;d any representation from the Bar Association, Dibrugarh to this
eliect !

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : When there is such a switch
over, there is bound to occur certain difficulty. But I am sure they will be
overcomed.

7

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): The only
inforimation I have is that some of the judiciary officers are posted late, so
there is some delay in their joining. ‘That creates only some difficulty.

Shri PRABIN KUMAR CHOUDHURY (Boko): Sir, what will be
the function of A. D. M. at Gauhati and Dibrugarh ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: Thereisan A, D. M. Judiciary
and the other A. D. M. will h-ve to continue for some time as long as there
is woik load, these officers will be necessary for the time being.

Obituary References

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir. I am extremely sorry to inform this august House that His Holiness, the
Satradhikar of Dakhinpat Satra breathed his last yesterday morning at the
age of about 54 years. He was a very learned and a pious man too He com-
manded great respect from thousand of his dizciples all over thé State. We
expected that with his vast knowledge of great Indian philosophy and broad
outlook, would live for many years more and make his contributions for the
good of the society. Just a few days back, I had the privilege of hearing his
expression of Bhagawat at D:khinpat Satra. I was highly impressed by
his exporition.

Sir, I hope this august House will associate with me in expressing our
deep sorrow at the untimely demise of His Holiness and in conveying our
sincere condolence to his brother, the Deka Adhikar of the Dakhinpat Satra,
tle inmate of the Satra as well as thousands of disciples of the Dakhin-
pat Satra. We also Pray to the Almighty for peace of the departed soul.

.
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Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] Mr. Speaker, Sir, T also fully asscciate myself with the deep sense
of sorrow expressed by the Leader of the House at the sad and sudden
demise of His Holiness, the Satradhikar Prabhu of Dakshinpat Satra.

His Holiness, the late Dakshinpat Satradhikar, was a pious man and
was actually a religious leader in the true sense of the term. His Holiness
was a large-hearted man and tried to embrace one and all, rich and poor,
into His Holiness’s fold. In him India has lost a great religious leader and
1t will be difficult to fill the vacuum created by his Holiness’s death.

May the great departed soul [rest in peace.

. Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Mr. Speaker
Sir, the news of the sad and premature death of His Holiness the satradhi-
kar of Dakshinpat Satra came to us yesterday and made us all very sad. _It
1s sad not only for his disciples but also for all of us who had the opportunity
of_' coming in contract with His Holiness and knowing the great qualities of
his head and heart. Sir, we have four premicr Satras. Last year we lost the
Satradhikar of the Goromur Satra and this year we have lost another great
Satradhikar of one of the four Satra, siz., Dakhinpat.

The Leader of the House has referred to his Holiness’s knowledge of
the Bhagavat Gita and other religious scriptures. On behalf of myself and
on behalf of my colleagues on this: side, I join with the Leader of the
House in cxpressing our great sorrow at the loss of this great personality and
religious leader of Assam and in conveying our heart-felt sorvow to the Deka
Satradhikar and to his disciples. we also pray to the Almighty God for
eternal peace of the departed soul :

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I also fully associate myself with the sad feelings and expressions made
by the Leader of the House on the floor of this Assembly. His Holiness,
the Satradhikar of the Dakshinpat Satra was not only a Sajradhikar, he
was also very much interested to know what was happening in other parts
of the country. Once I had the fortune of meeting him. He asked me about
the Five-Year Plan, about Subhas Chandra Bose and many other matters.
His death is a shocking news rot only to his disciples but to all of us.

I pray for peace of the departed soul, 3

Mr. SPEAKER: y47=it =fioifaz), i@l wow wadfs e
WI® AT Wy ceRwea A wiweds gafien et featel ¢
et SR FRMG w0 et sfm o2 s clRe 9FFel i
T LE Talfis T atT avEe @l feeishs 9Fd T W
IR =Y 9T AT 4Aefid @ FemiaE aer S il e
*E, Wi itre e et @, arAwa g QT S A 4T
ATF AT ereieT =9

TARET o7 ool g wed wfs e WA R ez, [
26, T ¥ien e i tcafor @ Amies fwd go1 9 S
BE? AT (WA g5y pifdfem, cetded da A2 EASfe afe
TSI |
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COTATS IS @ BifF (3R [Tomes Tgw gidla ke, oHifd RS
FifZw e <Ry @nie f4R aR Afkifga | opeifa afea @is @en
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@z ok 12D ww RTErE 57 7 cordeA WA awafs
FCIRT | :
(The House stood in silence for two minutes).

Speakexr’s Ruling on the Adjournment Motion

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I take up the next item on the agenda, I want to
give my Ruling on the adjournment motion, the admissibility of which was
discussed yesterday.

I have carefully examined the arguments advanced by the Hon.
Members who argued yesterday on the admissibility of the adjournment
motion on the Shillong incident of 17th February last and onwards I also
have taken into consideration the arguments offered by the Hon’ble Law
Ministcr in this behalf. From the arguments it transpires that the issues
invelved in this motion are something more than what meets the eye. A
very great sentiment is working behind the motion. I very well appreciate
the feelings of the Hon. Members, more particularly those of Hon. Shri
Hoover Hynniewta and Hon. Shri Stanley Nichols Roy. I have full
sympathy for them. But occupying this Cha'r now I am seated I am
to be guided by rules and praciices of a democratic legislature.

Adjournment motions are governed by Rule 57 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative Asser bly.
In that rule conditions have been prescribed under which such a motion
can be brought. In this particular case, I generally am one with the
movers of the motion that the matter is urgent and is of great public impor-
tance and also a definite one. The motion has been brought before the
House also more or less at the earliest opportunily. But one very pertinent
factor is involved in this particular case and that is the scope of taking
resort to such a motion in a Legi lature. The purpose of an adjournment
motion is a three fold; one, to get information from the Government about
an incident of great public importance and also recent and three to
censure the Government for not being able to tackle a situation properly.
Further, a member of a legislature takes resort to an adjournment motion
when all other avenues for raising a discussion on a matter of great public
importance are closed. In this particular case we should therefore
examine whether the Hon. Members of this House have scope to get
information from the Government about the incident that took place
on 17th February, 1964 onwards in Shillong and raise some discussion
on the score or not, The Governor, in his Address, delivered in this House

i
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on 27th February, has bricfly mention-d about this incident. He has also
referred that a judicial enquiry will be held to find out whether any excess
from the side of Police Force was committed. Shri Hoover
Hynniewta also tabled an amendment which is now in the order paper, to
the Governor’s address 0 raise « discussion on this incident. That the
matter because of the Governor’s statement that a judicial probe had
been contemplated to go into the matter may be held as a subjudiced one,
is not tenable. The tribunal has not even been appointed nor the terms
of refcrence decided not to speak of the tribunal being duly, in-charge and
tasing cognisance of the case. In the language of the Honble the Educa-
tion Minister, my predecessor in the office ““itis only in the w:mb and
not yet borm *’. Tne judicial enquiry is only anticipated and no step
towards its constitution has been finalised. As such the discussion on-this
subject cannot be scaled as a matter pending a judicial probe.

But the Governor by mentioning about this unfortunate incident in
his address which is under discuss'on in the House and the amendment
thereto by hon’ble Shri Hoover Hynniewt: which is beinug taken up shortly
have offered avenues 10 this House for discussion of the suiject. The
purpose of the adjournment motion wiil be more than fully served by
raising discussion on the issue on the Governor’s address and also on. the
amendment. This i3 born out by May’s Parliamentary Practice at page 371
where it has been unambiguously pointed out that when a matter could be
raised by moving an amendment to the add essing answer to King's speech
an adjowrnment motion couid not be allowed. This is also corroborated by
Official Report of Parliamentary Debates (Commons) 1944-45, Volume
406 at columns 359-62 where an adjournment motion was disallowed by the
Speaker on the ground that the H.n. Member moving an adjournment
motion had the opportunity to put down an amendment to the King’s
speech.

1 fail to agree with ‘hon’ble Shri Hoover Hynniewta that the British
Parliamentary Procedure and Practices have nothing to do with our affairs.
‘The British Parliament is treated as the Mother of Parliament by all
popular democracies. Qur Constitution also in its directive palicies have
recommended that all matters not specifically mentioned in the Constitution
will be governed by the British Parliamentary Practices and Procedure. In
this. very particular case, our rule has not laid down anything on this score.

Therefore, we are left with no other alternative than to go- by the
conventions. established in this respect by the British Parliament.

The hon. Members seeking permission to move the adjournment
motion will be in a position to discuss the incident with all its in plications
near and remove in the gencral debate in Govern r’s speech and the matter
can be raised today. With all my sympathy for the cause I, however, hold

that there is no point in allowing the adjowrnment motion and I rule it as
out of order.

I hope, the Hon, Members will accept my ruling in the same spirit
I have been labouting under.

Sbri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong) : Sir, may I point cu
that T have not heen adequately quoted. Sir, Idid notsay that the Rule

'
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jn May’s Parliamentary Practice cannot apply to this Assembly. But I
said that in case we have rules of our own then our rules will override those
rules and practices followed in the House of Commons. Just now, if my
hearing is correct, I have been quoted as saying that the rules do not at

all apply.
Mz. SPEAKER : Your explanation will be included into the proceeding.

We have got another notice of an adjournment motion tabled by
Shri Santi Ranjan Das Gupta. and also another from Shri Homeswar Deb
Choudhury. That will be taken up on Monday next.

Now, I request Shri Das Gupta to satisfy the House as to the admis-
sibility of the adjournment motion.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, about the admissiblity of the adjournment mation which I have tabled
I can say that it is a motion of great importance which is 2 definite matter
of very urgent importance which affects the integrity of the State, and this
motion fulfils all the conditions laid down in Rules 56, 57 and 58 and it
does not fall under Rule 59. Sir, I have already stated that the matter tells
upon the security of the State, though this incident has not been particular-
ly mentioned anywhere in the Governor’s Address and though the Govern-
ment was aware of this fact. I have received a communication from the
Chiet Minister and the Chief Minister has said that the Government was
fully aware of the situation. This tell upon the peaceful atmosphere and
the law and order of the State. The incident on which I have tabled the
adjournment motion curtailed the fundamental rights of the people because
they could not go to the hats and could not earn their livelinood and  exer-
cise their fundamental rights.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Das, vour speech should confine within your
arguments about the admissibility of the adjournment motion.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA : Sir, no where in the Governor’s
address it was mentioned that the House will be discussing this matter.
Therefore, Sir, when this motion fulfils all the conditions of the Ruies of
Procedure and Conduct of Business I do not see any reason why this
adjournment motion should not be allowed. ~ Then again Sir, May’s
Parliamentary procedure or any other procedure in the World, cannot come
to the rescue of the Government over-riding the provisions of our own Rules
and Procedure. Therefore, when the adjournment motion which I tabled
fulfils all the conditions of the Rules 56, 57 and 58 and doesmot fall under
Rule 59, I do not understand why my adjournment motion will not be
allowed. Therefore, my submission to you, Sir, is that this adjournment
motion is in order and it should be allowed.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chieij Minister) Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I personally do not think that this is a fit subject for a discussion under
an adjournment motion. I received a letter from the hon. Member some
days back and I have sent my reply already and the subject has now been
placed before the House. I have some facts in_my possession at the moment
and our Additional I.G.P. is already there in the district of Nowgong to
enquire into this matter and he is coming back two or three days later when
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more facts will be available and then I will give a full statement on the
subject. Whatever facts are now available with me, with your permission
I am quirte prepared to place them before the House.

“On 153th Fehruary, 1964 at about 10-30 p.m. Abdul Malek, Maham-
mad Ali and Haresh Ali of village Korioni, police station Murajar suddenly
raised slogans of ‘Nara-e-takbir; Alla-Hu-Akbar. These slogans were
picked up by villagers of the same village and later relayed in nearly all the
villages falling within the area of 5 miles radius of Murajar police station.
These villages which repeated the slogans are mainly inhabited by immi-
grant Muslims of Pakistani origin. The raising of these slogans at such an
untimely hour and the concomiiant movement of a very large number of
immigrant Muslims with torches, light and lamps and lathies within and
near their respective villages caused panic amone the few Hindus residing
in small pockets in Murajar police station arca and also among the Hindus
residing in the adjoining areas of Howraghat police station in the district of
United Mikir and North Cachar Hills. A case in the Murajar police station
in this respect was registered and investigation is being made to ascertain
the true cause of this unusual occurreace. Altogether 15 persons including
the 3 named above have been arrested. Prohibitory orders under Section
144 Cr. P.C. were passed all over the district after repetition of similar
occurrences in Juria and Gorajan areas under Rupahihat police station and
Madhapara under Kampur police station with effect from 8 am. °n 17th
February, 1964, Weekly bazars were automatically affected by these
orders, but daily bazar and other markets continued as usual. The suspen-=
sion of weekly bazars had salutory effect on communal situation 1in the
district as it prevented spread of rumours and exaggerated news. Weekly
bazars were, however, allowed to be held in Koliabar and Raha police
station areas with effect from 20th February, 1964, Prohibitory orders.we_rc
lifted at 8 A.M. on 24th February, 1964 after the situation in the district
showed a distinct improvement.”

Sir, these are the informations which I am placing before the House.
As T have already informed, our Additional I.G.P. has also gone to the
district to make further enquiry and on his return I shall be able to give a
more detailed report on the subject.

Mpr. SPEAKER : The incident referred to is dated 13th February,
1964 and Mr. Das Gupta after his correspondence about this incident with
the Chief Minister who holds the Home portfolio, has got a reply from him.
Therefore, a matter which the Chief Minister has already taken up and on
which Government is taking action, cannot form a subject matter of an
adjournment motion. In this particular case, the subject comes under the
General Administration of law and order. From the statement made by the
Chief Miniiter it is learnt that already steps have been taken to quell down
the situation and also police vigilance has been tigh tened. The police regis-
tered certain cases against the miscreants and further investigation is going
on in this matter. The Chief Minister has held out the hope that after
receiving full facts about the situation now prevailing in Nowgong, he will
make 2 fuller statement on the subject- T feel that this matter assumes
some amount of public importance. Some newspapers _l1a\:'(: flashed this
news and many people are agitated over it. Therefore, it will be \iw.:lcome
if the Chief Miaisier apprises the House with the actual state of aﬂau's_a.nd
what steps Government is taking to quell down the teusion now prevailing

there. In view of all this there is no case for an adjournment motion.
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Now let us come to item No.6.

1 have got notice of 7 amendments from different members,  Our
practice generally is that when one amendment is moved other amendments
may be taken as moved and other members muy speak on that amendment.

(Some voice: Yes, yes).

Debate on the Governor’s Address

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, the
question which I raised yesterday in the last sentence of my speech as to
who is responsible for creating a disturbed condition in the State necessi-
tating promulgation of 3ection 144, Cr. P C. and the Chief Minister today
answered it in his statement ox the adjournment motion referred to certain
incidents in the District of Nowg-ng. [ am really surprised to find from
what has been reveale i in the statement of the Chiel Minister that even
after 15 days of such occurrence in the Nowgong district this House could
not be apprised of the actual situation which led to sromulgation of Section
144 in the district of Nowgonz. This shows the inefficiency of the police
department. Itis a very serious matter. Tt did not happen only in the
district of Nowgong.

This sort of attempt to disturb the peace of the State was made simul-
taneously during the same part of the month in the entire State. At mid-
night, the minority community people—by minority I mean the Hindus
because that area is pre-downinated by the immigrant Muslims shouted
slogans. When the Hindus heard the slogan of not nnly ““Allah Ho Akbar”
but in some places there is a slogan of “Pakistan Zindabad” they became
panicky. The children and women in Juria and Kochia side in Now-
gong District raised alarm. They started crying when they saw large
number of immigrant Muslims collected in the bazar, on the road side
with ‘Mosals’ in their hands and all sorts of deadly weapons like Dzo,
Spears, etc. These people became panicky and they ran to the nearest
Police Station and to the Deputy Commissioner t seck protection. The
Deputy Commissioner had to send Police force at night What [ r
the Deputy Commissioner had to send Police force ?  We say
that we ar~ the majority community and the Muslims in Assan
are in minority., Is there any State in this country where the
majority eommunity being afraid of the minority commuaity ran to
the Police for protection ? (Shame, shiame, from the Opposition benche:),
This is unprecedented in the history of India. Not only that. Section
144 had to be jromulgated Sir, this incident took place in certain
pockets where the immigrant Muslims are in majority where the Muslins
are pre-dominant. NOw. what was the necessity of Tpromulgating Section
144 in the entire District curtailing the religious and civil liberty of the
people ? I saw th- sad faces of the boys durinz the Saraswali P ja
because they were not allowed to carry the image of Saraswati puja on the
previous night of Puja to the Puja Mandap and tley were not allowed
to take out emersion procession on the followlng day. The Deputy Commis-
sioner and the Police force could not assure them that they would be protec-
ted. (Shame, shame—from the Opj osition benches). Section 144 was promil-
gated because thete was an apprehension that minority might crenty
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disturbance and the Police could no! assure them t:at they would be
protected. Itisa shameful matter for the Government and for the people
of Assam. Sarawati Puja is the annual festival of the school boys. Sir, we
talk of Children’s Day and iuture of children and arranging recreation
for the children but on thit lestival day of the children these children
could not be allowed to enjoy. Even now we say that the minority in
the State are not safe. The Chief Minister himself has clearly stated that
the trouble was first started by the Pak nationals. If he knuws that the
trouble was created by Pak nationals and in some pockets Pakistani infil-
trators have taken shelter where the trouble started, what steps he hi-
so far taken to detect them and bring them to book ? Only 15 personss
were arrested and the trouble was everywhere in the State. During that
period there was trouble in Dhing, juria, Kochia, Murajhar and Hojai
in Nowgong District, North Lakhimpur and Barpeta and also certain
parts of Darrang District, and Goalpara District and in Cachar also. In
the entire State there was an : ttempt to create trouble by the Pakis-
tani agents and they arve still there.  When the Chief Minister himself
knows from the information available with him that the trouble was
started by the Pakistani infiltrators why did he nof put force there and
search every house to find our the infiltrators. We have received reports
that in those areas Pakistani infiltrators and foreign agents have collected
arms and these are kept in stock in some houses. What steps Governe
ment have so far taken to detect them ? Sir, the Government have put
the entire majority community of Assam into shame because the pro-
mulgation of section 144 in Assam teils to' the world that the minority
community in Assam is not safe. Prohibition of religious procession and
curtailment of religious righ's of the majority community in the State is
sufficient to tell to the people outside that the minorities in Assam are
not safe. This is really very shameful. What more tolerance and  res-
train can the Government expect from the majority commumity and other
communities of Assam ? Have we not heard the story of cruel murder of
minority community people in Pakistan by the Pakistani goondas in
collaboration with Pakistani Officials and armed forces ? Have we not
heard the story of women being rolested in Pakist n and burning down
of the houses of the minority community in Pakistan ? Have we not
heard the heart-rendering story of Pakistani border forces firing on the
innocent women, men and children who were running to our State
for shelter and thereby killing hundreds of them ? Have we not heard
the tragic story of babies being killed by bullets when they were
sucking the breast of their mothers. The mothers in their attempr to
protect the babies were pressing them in their bossom but Pakistani
Arm forces opened fire on them and bullets pearcing through the tender
bodies of these babies and the blood streaming out of their bodies. Have
we not heard the mothers carrying their dead babies in their arms
coming to our State ? Have we not restrained ourselves and showed tolerance
even in the face of such a grave provocation ? But what reward are we
getting for all this ? Our religious liberty and civil liberty have been
curtailed and we have been put to shame by telling to the world that
the mll’]:()l‘ity cornmunity peop]e are not safe in Assam. This is really'vcry
sad. Sir, T am extremely sorry that the Governor could not find a single
word in his speech to congratulate our people for showing this restraint
and tolerance for maintz?ining peace in the State in spite of grave
provocation. :

Not only that, Sir. Thig pmmulgaticm of section 144 has created
misunderstanding between the Indian Muslims and Hindus and also other
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communities in the State because the majority community feels that these
Muslims are responsible for curbing the religious and other liberties of
the people of the State. Sir, the people of Assam read in the newspapers
that the District Magistrate of Goalpara District has promulgated the
order under section 144 curbing the liberty of the people on Holiday.
Is it strange if the majority community feel that the Indian Muslims are
responsible for all these ? Sir, the best way for the Government should
be to concentrate forces in those areas where there was deliberate attempt
to put the blame on Assam, to put Aseam in line with Kashmir and allow
the normal life of the people in the rest of the State so that there may not
be any misunderstanding and the peaceful lives of the people in other
parts of the State cannot be disturbed.

Sir, thestory of the killing of two persons here in Bara Bazar and
injuring 16 or so others is a secious matier. We do not know the actual
situation. In newspapers we find contradictory story. S>me put the blame
on the police, some: put the blame on innoczntpeop'e and some put the
blame on [oreien agents who are working behind al! the:e things and we
do not as yet know the actual situation which led the police to open fire
on crowd at Bara Bazar. We expected the Governotr to give us some
light in this matter which is very serious in nature, happening in this Gapi-
tal town of Assam. Not only that, some Police Stations were burnt down,
an incident which had never happened in Assam before and a curfew
wa: imposed in this town during those days paralysing th= administration
and curtailing the liberties o_f the people. Again Sir, we do not know
anything about another incident which is also of a very._serious nature.
We do not find here (oday one hon. Member in our midst. I refer to our
friend, Shri Pohshna, a Member of this House from Jowai who is absent
today. We read in the newspapers that there was an attempt on his Jife
and he got some injuries. We expect atleast some statement on this
incident from the Governor, but thereis none. This is a serious matter
because some blame has been put in newspapers on those elements in the
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills who arein favour of a separate Hill
State. What is the exact position ? Nothing has yet been given out.  The
people of Assam in g-neral and the Members of this House in particular are
primarily concerned about this incident as there was an attempt on the
life of one of the han. Member of this House. Unfortunately, the Go-
vernor has not told anything in his Address. As I have said, this is a
serious matter and the House cannot ignore it. Nobody is safe now-a-
days. Iam also not safe. In Cachar, what happened. The head of a
cow was thrown inside the compound of our friend the hon. Member,
Shri Bhattacharjee, on the Id Day. Knowing that he is an orthodox
Brahmin some miscreants had done this mischievious act. It is definitely
not the Hindus who did this. It must have been done by some Muslims with
some ulterior motive. What steps the Government have taken to find on the
culprit in this case ? Sir, surely no one 1s safe as I ha\fe already expressed
specially those who speak of deportation of Pakistanis. Sir, I dot not
want that the majority community should be given some concessions or
favour but I expect that asa citizen our liberty, personal and communal
should not be curtailed. I want tl}at all Muslims and Hindus of the State
should have equal treatment. It is quite unthmkab]e_that the majority
community should sacrifice their all for the sakga _of' the minority community-

Sir, in October last, five hoxes of ammunitions were taken away by
some people from Rangia Station. A few days before, as we have seen in
paper a bedding was discovered full of ammunitions, Where have those
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boxas gone ? Has the Government traced the ammunidons ? Who are
the persons who brought those aminunitions and where they have gone ?
Where is the Police administration and what are the activities of the In-
telligence Department i this State ? We have been talking about Pakis-
tani infilirators for the last many years and our Government unfortunately
termed us as communal because we ask the Government to take steps to
check this infiltration. Now, what steps Government have taken ia this
connection ? Sir, the very existence of Assam is in danger because of
thess Pakistani infiltrators. These pro-Chinese elements are still here and
they have combined together because they want to see the ruin of Assam.
Should we not put our heads together and face this problem to sa e Assam
from these foreign agents who are. out to all Assam’s existence, It is high
time that we should think very seriously about that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is almost up.

Shri LAXSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat). Sir, Iam.

fini hing within tcn minutes. The price of essential commodities have gone'up
beyond the reach of the common people. There is no attempt on the part of
the Government to check the rise in prices, to check the ne:arious activities of
the profiteers and black-marketeers. I can say wiih the information 1 have
in my possession that all these profitcers and black-marketeers are active
members of the ruling party. So, instead of making speeches on the floor
of the House, T will simply ask the Goveinment to inake enquiries in their
own party as to the number of profiteers and black-marketeers they them-
selves entertain in their cwn party for their party’s ends. They contribute
to their ¢'ection fund, they lend their cars at the time of clection. Every
tinie you go you find them sitiing in the drawing rooms f the Ministers
discussing with them. When the Ministers go on tour, we always find
our Ministers surrounded Ly these black-marketeers and profiteers.  Uunless
Ministérs make it a point not to allow and give indulgence to these known
black-marketeers and profiteers, no amount of lecturing can curb them.
Sir, specially after the Bhubanesw: r resolution of democratic socialism they
should at least see that none of these people whose business is to take permits
from the Government to deal with foodstuff and other essential commodities
is recruited as members of their party.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): I .ould
pot get his last point, would he please repeat it, Sir ?

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: Specially afier the Bhuba-
neswar Resolution on democratic socialism if the party in power makes it
a point not to recruit as members of their party those people whose profes-
sion is to take rice permit or permit of foodstuff or other essential com-
modities, then I am sure, these black-marketeer and profiteeis will disappear
or they will take their own line, they will either go to the Swatantra party
or will have their own party. :

(Nuise)

(Voice: I beg your pardon—they will prefer the P. S, P.) They will,
when you will be with us,
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Then, Sir, about price coatrol. Government should have a correct
assessment of trend of prices and timely diagnesis of distributing factors in
the economy. They should have a separate machinery for it.

As regards agricultural production, I will give one instance. On
August 27th, 1963 I asked a question to the Agriculture Minister.
My question v as this (Question No.167 of the Proceedings, dated 27th
August, 1963):

Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state— .

(2) The total area of cultivable waste land reclaimed during the
end of 3rd Plans in each district of Assam ?

(b) The procedure adopted in reclaiming such land had been
settled with cultivators individually or with co-operatives ?

(c) Number of individual cultivators or co-operatives and the
name of the places where actually settlement was given ?

(d) Crops grown—{fond crops or cash crops ?

(e) Total yeild ?

(f) The area under improved seeds in each Subdivision ?
(g) Total annual yeild ?

Now, Sir, I am more concerned with the answers to (e)and (f), i e,
the total yield and the area under improved seceds in each Subdivision.
The answer to (e) s this: Information is not immediately available and
has been called for. That means Sir, I sought the information for the
period of Second and Third Plan is already over and we are in the midst
of the Third Plan. Even in the midst of the Third Plan the Agriculture
Department has no information about the yield they got from only one
farm. The answer of the Agriculture Minister to my first question is:

.
(a) Seven thousand thrce hundred seventeen bizhas were reclaimed
during the Second Plan period at Fallangani in the Sibsagar District.

His reply means that only in Fallangani land was reclaimed during the
who}e Second Plan till the midst of the Third plan. But the Minister was
not in a position to tell me the actual yield from VFallangani—Ifrom that
area.

Now, Sir, the total number of persons provided for land—that in answer

to another question—is 304 cultivator families who were individually settled |

in Falangani in Sibsagar district. If this is the progress because I sought
information regarding the progress during the Second and Third Plan upto
date and if this is the progress of giving land to landless cultivators in the
State and the area of land reclaimed for fresh cultivation and the vyield,
then, Sir, it is sufficient for us to have an idea as to the progress made by
the Government in the agricultural sector. ¥
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Then, a sad thing about the Gauhati University. It was really a
matter of serious concern that on the 6th of this month the Gauhati Uni-
versity had to declare the University closed and had to ask the boys to
vacate their hostels because there was

Water, water everywhere

But nota drop to drink.

In this State we suffer from flood but the University was ordered to be
closed because there was scarcity of water and no water was available for
the boys. This is the state of affairs in the only University of the State.
Before you go for another University, we should set things right in the
oaly University.

With these words, I come to the end of my speech, Sir.

Thank vou.

*Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Barchalla): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I con”
gratulate the Governor for his brief but comprehensive acddiess where-
in h: has depicted a!l impertant problems of the Stat:. At the end
of lis speech, Sir, he bad said that the future is not free ltom anxiety
and he had also mentioned certain very serious problems which are facing
the State. Therefore, we have to take into account the indications he
has given, consider thera with all energy and intelligence so that we
can solve the pro'lems. It is not enough that these problems can be
solved by me or by any member of the Opposition or the Treasury
Benches by vilifying the members of the party or organisation that
such an organisation or such party has in it the people who are black-
marketeers or who are profiteers and thus (nishes our job. Sir, we
have not come here just to find out which party contains seeds of
blackmarketing, seeds of profitecring. If any member of any party thiuks
that this is a forum for these things, then it is waste of time. But
whether it is a party full of blackmaiketeers or full of profiteers will
be judged by the people at large. Aad the people of the State Lave
judged the party thrice—l mean they bhave judged the Congress
party thrice, - If the Congress party would have consisted of black-
marketeers or profiteers and while other paities do not have them
in their fold, the pcople would not have voted the Congress party
to power. I repeat that they have voted the party to power three
times. This is the ftting reply to the charge of hallucinations during
the diff-rent elections. But the people have got eyes and they have
blessed this party which is alleged o bave blackmarketeers and pro-
fiteers. Are the people sane or insane ? ‘lhercfore, Sir, I was
pained to hear the Leader of the Opposition while he spoke in this
session. While this session is very impoitant, [ull of important problems
facing us, I feel that such controversial matiers should not have bLeen
brought here which would have the effect of losing its importance.
However, Sir, the Governor, in his address has rightly made hl_s address
brief and he has given a pin-point attention (o the _most important
problems in the Staic which muay endanger the security of the Stat.c.
If there is no secu ity of the State all develupment programmes will
not be executed. This is the first and firemost aspect of the Governor’s
addiess. We should guide our deliberations to this aspect. The Governor has
oy

#*Speech not corrected;




58 DEBATE ON THE GOVEIRNOR’S ADDRESS [29th Feb.,

dwelt on very important problems before us. The first problem which
he has dealt with is about the activities of Pakistan Government so
far as India in general is concerned and this State in particular. He
has rightly said that Pakistan is trying to provoke India to the extreme ;
their forces have violated the Cease-Fire Line. In Kashmir and at three
different places Pakistani forces have ambushed our patrel party. In
Kashmir, in Garo Hills they have also driven away thousands of people
to Assam and other parts of India with a view to creating such a
tension so that there may be communal troubles and communal agitations
which may go against the security of Indiz and also that of the State
of ours. In Kashmir alsu, after the theft of the holy hair of the
prophet they have tried to «reate tioubles. Bul the Muslims here
have combined together and made endeavour so that communal harmony
should not be disturbed. Failing that they carry on atrocities and drive
tue people to India so that there may be repercussions and communal
trouble here. As a matter of fact, in a section in Calcutta and other
places in West Bengal there werc scme troubles but the West Bengal and
all political parties brought the disturbances to a stop inorder to prevent
the evil design of Pakistan against India. 'hat is our ideal P The
ideal is a secular state. As the Prime Minister has said that whatever has
been done by Pakistan Government, India Government will not budge
an inch from this ideal. ‘The ideal is the preservation of freedem of
all cormunities living in India and we will pre.erve 1t, we will defend
it at stake everything. As matter of fact, within a few days the= distur-
bances in West Bengal came to a standstill. Is it not a facl that this
attitude has been taken by the Assam Government ? In Khulna, when
the people came froms West Bengal and other piris it was natural that
those incidents would have created tension in the minds of the people
living in this State. But we are gald to say that in this State also
precautions were made by the Provincial Congress Committees with
direction to District Congress Committee. We took al possible steps,
made piopaganda amongst the people to maintain law and order Asa
matter of fact, we find that in spite of the fact that about 60,000
people from Pakistan have entered Garo Hills and also séme refugees
came to -this State, upto Shillong and other places and although there
is a tendency of some communal trouble and that Section 144, I. P. C,
had to be imposed, yet at the intervention of the authority, law and
order situation remains intact. Up till now, we have not been faced
with any major communal trouble though few incidents took place here
and there which indicate that our State is still at work in the path
of a secular State Ve must make out all efforts and Government
must take all possible steps so that the security of the State and com-
munal harmony and communal peace of the State are maintained,
The Government should take precautionary measures: against ring of
spies sa that other elements may not work ainong onr innocent people
and create tension in our State. So, Sir, the Governor,in his Address,
has pinpointed the attention of this House to this major problem
of the state. We have scen how Pakistan  has thrown away
about 60,000 refugees living in =~ Mymensirgh to this border.
Even the Pakistan Police Force fired upon about 1,000 East Pakistan
refuge-s while they were on their way to cross the border into Assani, and
in that firing two innocent children were killed and about 16 people includ-
ing womien were injurcd with bullets and they were under trcatment in the
Tura Hospital. In the post-mortem ot the two children bullets were found
Such ighurnan atrocitics not tound ia history has been perpeirated by the
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Pakistan Government and the people there. The world has condemned it»
You have seen, Sir, in the newspapersthat they have driven these people with-
out considering their religious faith. You have se=n, Sir, in the newspapers that
15,000 Christians have been driven away from that place, and even two
American Missionary and one Indian Missionary doing social work there
have become now members of the Garo Hills Refugee camp. This is the
state of affairs going on in Pakistan. The world has condemned it, India has
condemned it and everybody is condemning Pakistan for the actions done by
the Pakistani People there with the connivance of the Pakistani authorities.
You have also seen, Sir, in the newspapers how many people were driven
away from Pakistan into West Bengal, and you have also seen in the new-
spapers that about 1,200 Santhals were also driven away from Pakistan into
West Bengal—all these number may come up to about 2 lakhs. May we
not assume that they are going to free their country of these undesirable
elements when they think to have something with India. Therefore, they are
determined to clear Pakistan of these people so that in the event of an attack
for which there is every apprehension evidenced from their conduct uptil
now. In the event ofanaitack these people who have been driven out
may turn into fifth columnists and ohbstruct their war efforts. Probably in
course of time there will be none in Pakistan who were originally Indians—
they will be all cleared with the ulterior motive that Pakistan may ultima-
tely.attack India. They failed in their Kashmir issue and Shri Chagla while
putting the case of Kashmir inthe United Nations have laid the ghost of
plebiscite. Therefore, they have become very much agitated and Mr. Bhutto’s
announcement is something like war making announcement, It is appre=
hended that they are contemplating some attack on India and they are making
preparations for future attack. All these should caution us and we should
take steps so that the security of our State remains intact. It is apprehended. .
that China and Pakiitan are making preparations. The Chinese Premier
was recently in Pakistan and they had certain discussions. They are now
friends with different idiologies because the common project is the same.
They may jointly attack us, 1In case of an attack the brunt of their attack
will be felt by this State. Therefore, it is our duty to forget our party diffe-
rences and devise ways and means on war footing so that in the event of an
attack the whole State and whole of India may present a united front
against those enemies of ours. In this connection, certain things must be
done from the Government side. The law and order “situation of the State
is not so happy as had been depicted by the hon. Members in - their
speeches. . We have scen signs of disorder in our State in which the local
authorities had to promulgate Section 144, Cr. P, C. at Nowgong, at Karim-~
ganj, Barpeta, Goalpara, Shillong and wvarious other places. That shows:
that there are tendencies of flaring up communal trouble in future and for
that purpose certain measures must be taken with firm hand, andall the -
unsocial elements must be dealt with ruthlessly. The hon. Members
must be aware that there was a sudden attack on the life of Shri Pobshna of
this House, This may be political or otherwise but this-has been bappening;
also you have seen in Shillong how the situation took its turn, There must
be some unsocial elements or unruly eclements or anti-State elements in
Shillong working among our people and inciting them to fight against the
authority, and thig created a situation for which we are all very sorry.

Mr. SPEAKER :  Time is almost up.

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: A few minuies more, ir,
Mr. SPEAKER : Five mir?u'tes. :

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS: The Government has set up a Judiclal
Enquiry.
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You all know, Six, that there is corruption, there is inefliciency in all
spheres of administration and we must devise ways and means how to re-
move corruption from our adminisiration, how to gear up the administrative
machirery. In this emergent period we should offer our advice afier cool
deliberation to the Government so that they can maintain law and security
in this part of the country. We have seen how our Police personnel had
been ambushed and killed, they have risked their lives to protect the coun-
try, they arc defending the couniry at the cost of their lives.
Therefore, we should punish any person found guilty of corruption
and inefficiency, and on the other hand , we must also strengthen the hands
of the authority so that the law and security of this State of ours may be
maintained.

Therefore, while we are very sorry for the recent unfortunate firing at
Shillong on the 17th February, 1964 and for which a Judicial Enquiry is
going to be instituted, still we must consider the circumstances under which
the police party had to open fire. We should also consider how three police
beat houses were burnt down in the Capital and how the Excise and Police
people were injured and how police party was brick-batted. One
should again consider how our security police had to work, under these
circumstances, to keep peacs and security. I congratulate our Government
for setting up a judicial enquiry so that the guilty persons should be brought
to book and shguic} be punished. I also thank our Government for keeping
peace in the Capital under such a situation and for which purpose they
have to promulgate 144 and order for curfew in the city. I again congratu-
lute our Government authority for maintaining peace and security of our
common people in this part of the State. With these words, I whole-heartedly
support the motion moved by my friend, Shri Devendra Nath Sarma,

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Mr, Speaker,
Sir. 1 rise to support the 21 point Amendment Motion tabled by our
Oppositicn Leader, Shri Lakshmi Prasad Goswami. Itis really unfortunate,
Sir, that the Governor could not yet pay a visit to our most neglected and
distressed Cachar District. In the last year, there was constant Pak firing in
our Lathitila-Domabari areas almost creating a deadlook in the normal day
to day life of thousands of people while very naturally we expected that the
Governor of the State would pay a kind visit there to strengthen the morale
of the distressed humanity, but yet Cachar has to earn that fortune,

Sir, after the most illuminating and statesman like speech of our leader,
Shri Goswami, there is hardly any room to justify Budget opening speech
of the Governor and very rightly Shri Goswamihas observed that this
Governor’s addressing the Assembly once a year business is a costly luxury.
Sir, yesterday, the maiden speech of hon. Member, Shri Rupram Sut
made us all very much concerned about the repercussion outside India., But
thank God, the honourable Chief Minister while replying to the Adjourn-
ment Motion placed by the hon. Member, Santi Ranjan Das Gupta had
believed his party colleague Shri Sut by categorically stating that it was the
anti-State Moslem element who created unrest and very great commotion in
some parts of Nowgong district in the early part of this month and so also the
Leader of Opposition has dislodged the contention of Shri Sut inasmuch
as his observation that so called minority community here in Assam are very
good and quiet type of people and that they.are simply panicky about the
aggression from the Bhaganias, Mr. Sut, instead of rendering any service
to the State and country as a whole, has done a deliberate harm to us,
strengthening the wild hand« of Pak Government to utilise his statement
outside India to meet their end.
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Sir, the Governor, in his Address, has seen everything in this State
extraordinarily nermal and maintenance of ilaw and order satisfactory. Is
this not anabuse of truth, Sir, while everybody knows that the Governor,
while drafting his Address and signing the same, possibly he had done so
standing on the grave of two Police bullet-torn innocent tribal men here
in the very capital of the State ? The small, but meaningless, Address of the
Governor carried to us a picture of complacency and Sir, this complacency
of the State Government will bring ruin to usall in no time. Unless the
Government are recovered of ihis disease, I am afraid, the day is not too
far for everybody to sece the political picture of this State other-
wise.

Sir, the Governor, in his Address, has mentioned that his Government
have still not been able to even partially solve the problem of the landless

- flood and erosion-effected people in this State. This statement of the
Governor does not, obviously, carry a note of confidence for the State
Government. I agree, Sir, Assam is a small State, but a picturous State with
natural resources and hidden treasures, It is unfortunate that even during
this long 16 years of independence the State Government could not exploit
those natural resources and hidden treasures to better up the economy of
the State and accommodate the Jandless people with land and unemployed
with avenues of earning their livelihood. I would, therefore, urge upon the
State Government to make no further delay in exploiting the natural resour-
ces of the State and bring her to a height unknown before.” Sir, I under-
stand it will not be easy for the State Government to create accommoda-
tion for the recent uprooted humanity of East Pakistan; but Sir, human
urge is necessary and the Government of Assam and the people at large should
from humanitarian point of view welcome and embrace this tortured
humanity for they all being for hard for no fault of them. In this connection,
Sir, I would ask the Government of Assam to rectify the great wrong they
have done to themselves and India by not taking possession of 12 thanas of
Sylhet District soon after the Redcliffe Award was announced. Sir, excuse
me please to say that the Assam leaders out of their racial and linguis-
tic hatred towards {the unfortunate prople of the district of Sylhet had
intentionally sacrificed that most valuable area for Pakistan and even when
the Sylhet Partition Committee started fighting with the Government of
India for rescuing that vast area comprising of over 100 best Tea Estate
and one Oilbelt, the Government of Assam did not show any interest to
pursue this demand. It was, however, Sir, through the pursuance of Shri
R. N. Chowdhury, B. L., Secretary, Sylhet Partition Committee and
the claim for 12 thanas was so much based on reasons and correct legal
interpretation. Government had to agree to reopen the question on Fhe
recommendations of the FlLegal Adviser of the Commonwealth Relation
Wing, Mr. Justice Dalip Singh, late of Lahore High Court and the whole
Central Cabinet overruied the objection of Prime Minister Nehru to reopen
the issue, On the positive instruction of the Cabinet, an official claim
was made on Pakistan for 12 thanas to which Pakistan sent a .rePIY after
cight months to which Pakistan said that if the interpretation is taken as
correct, then a part of Jalpaiguri will come to Pakistan. Mind you, Sir,
in the reply of Pakistan there was no categorical denial of the claim.,
Thereafter, Sir, the Government of West Bengal had been asked by the
Central Government to clarify position while the Sccretary, Sylhet Partition
Committee, Mr. Justice P, B, Mukherjee and Mr. Justice. B. K. Guha,
at that time the Junior Standing Counsel and Legal Remembrancer res-
pectively went to Delhi and explained the correct interpretation of Redcliffe
Award which put Pakistan in a wrong track and it was found that they
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could have no claim on any part of Jalpaiguri. Latec Sardar Patel became
very serious then to reoccupy those 12 thanas of Sylhet District for the
~ State of Assam ; but, unfortunately, the then Prime Minister of Pakistan late
Liaquat Ali Khan came to Delhi and entered into a Pact with the Prime
. Minister of India later known as Nehru-Liaquat Pact and cur demand for
. these 12 thanas kept in abeyance.

Sir, thereafter, in reply to some correspondence on this particular matter
the Government of India Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi by their
letter No. PI11/52/1962/1, dated 13th August, 1953 wrote to the Secretary,
Khwai Bar Association, Tripura, Agartala under subject head-line
“Indo-Pakistan Boundary 12 thanas of Sylhet,’ inter alia ‘if however,
circumstances change so as to permit the questionto be reopened, the
Government of India would, of course, reexamine their previous decision.’
Then agein Sir, it was in the year 1959, myself and Shri R. M. Das,
M. A. President, Karimganj D.C. C. went to New Delhi on deputation
with this particular issue while the then Pak Prime Minister, Shri Feroze
Khan Noon was in diplomatic talk with the Prime Minister of India at
New Delhi and pursued this issuc to the Prime Minister Nehru, The Prime
Mipister, however, assured us then also that he would take up this
issue in opportune moment. I should like to say, Sir, that on - that occa-
..sion our Assam . M. P’s of all political ~groups were very much

interested and supported us very. sincerely to get this case reviewed in
the interest of the State of Assam and India as a whole and Hon. Shri
Lila Kataki, Hon. Shri Vijoy Bhagavati, Hon. ShriP. C. Borooah and
Hon., Shri Hem Borooah arranged an AIl India Press Conference - in
the Parliament House premises for us to address on this subject and the
Delhi Press gave effective publicity to this but all in vain, Sir, as never
any demand had been placed to the Government of India by the State
Government resulting into a premature death of this vital issue. But, Sir,
we did not give up the issue and again pursued  while the Government of
- India External Affairs Ministry wvide their letter No, D.3364—P—1/63,
dated New Delhi, the 29th April, 1963 addressed to Shri N. K, Das, B. A;
General Secretary, Bharat Purba Pakistan Simanta Samashya Samme-
lan, Karimganj, Assam intimated acknowledgement of our resolutions
demanding restoration of those 12 thanas of Sylhet District. Sir, from
all these informations definitely this august House will come to the
conclusion that the issue is not a dead one and since Pakistan could
maintain forcible possession on a part of I_(.ashmir, could even after 12
years of this truncated independence bargained a part of Berubari from
~Government of West Bengal, Patharia Hills area from Government of
Assam, Cooch Behar enclaves and even now could disturb the integrity
of our State by constant firing on our Lathitilla Domabari border to
swallow that part as well, I believe this is the most opportune time  for
the Government of Assam to raize this demand for 12 thanas which if
ot back 12 lakhs Indian may be scttled down there and even the cutrent
collosal problem of_ the uprooted humanity from East Pakistan can  be
partially solved. Sir; in order to help  the State Gpvel‘nmmt and
apprise this august House abqt}t tllc.rgzal position and interpretation of
. the Red Cliffe Award on partition of Sylhet District, I would just read
the Red Cliffe Award portion with its explanation _with a  printed Map
of the District of Sylhet with marks of the Red Cliffe Award 1o prove
beyond any reasonable doubt the justifiability of. our claim, The name
~of.rthe 12 thanas are—1. Srimangal, area 154 sq. miles, 2. Kamalganj—
188, sq miles, 3. Kulaura-.127. sg. miles, 4. Rajnagar—18 sq. miles
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5. Maulvibazar—72 sq miles, 6. Lakhai—74 sq miles 8. Madhabpur—
109 sq miles, 9. Chunarughat—190 sq. miles 10. Bahubal—87 sq. miles
11. Baniyachung—113 sq miles, and 12, Nabiganj—29 sq miles with a total
population of 8,48,786.

Besides this, Sir, I have already stated that there are over 100 best
Tea Estate within those 12 thanas and a Gil track at Kathaltali only
18 miles from Karimganj town. The annual yield of those tea gardens are
over 10 crores of rupees and Government revenue acerues too is over
one crore. Sir, I would just pass on to youa printed copy of the Map
of Sylhet District with marks and notes of the Red Cliffe award and
also the names of the tea estates those, are situated in that area for handing
over to the Hon. Chief Minister for his kind perusal and taking up
the matter with the Government of India without the least delay. Sir, the
Red Cliffe Award and the notes on it go as such.

Writes Sir Cyril in the Award as follows :

“A line shall be drawn from the point where the boundary between
the thanas of Patharkandi and Kulaura meets the fronticr of Tripura
State and 'shall run North along the houndary between the thanas of
Patharkandi and Barlekha, then along the boundary between the thanas
of Karimganj and Barlekha, and then along the boundary between the
thanas of Karimganj and Beanibazar to the point where that boundary
meets the river Kushiayara. The line shall then turn to the East taking
the river Kushiayara as the boundary and run to the point where that river
meets the houndary between the disiricts of Sylhet and Cachar, The
ceutre line of the main - stream of channel shall constitute the boundary.
So much of the District of Splhet as lics to the West and Norlh of this lgr:e
shall be detached from the Province of Assam and Trangferred lo the Province
of East Bengal, No other part of the Province of Assam shall be Traniferred.”

Now, reading between the lines it appears, “So much of the district of
Sylhet as lies to the West ‘and Noith of the line  (drawn by Sir, Cyril) shall be
detached jrom the Province of Assam® - and it is thus disposed of. But the
portion of the District of Sylhet which - lies south and south-west of the
‘meeting point’ of the borders of Kulaura and Patharkandi thanas on the
one hand and-border of Tripura State on the other  (and which is again the
starting point of the line drawn Nerthward by = Sir  Cyril), has mnot’ been
disposed - of in the Award except under proviso, “No ofher pait of the
Province of Assam shall be Transferred’. - In other words, the portion of the
district of Sylhet lying South and South-West of the above joinf has been
inter alia awarded by Sir Cyril to the Province of Assam. Butdue to the
lack of vigilance on the part of Central and Provineial Governments as w_elI
as the public concerned, a very rich and large territory teeming.
with large Hindu population and about 100 best Tea Estate together with
a oil-belt at Kathaltali only  about 18 miles from Warimganj has been
erroneously consigned to Pakistan. This territory extending from  the
South and South-West border of the district of Sylhet to the  present
boundary of the Indian Union in the district of Sylhet must be reclaimed
by the Central Government of India immediately as-its own lost property
through a mistaken interpretation of the Award. The Govcr_n.me'nt of
Assam are requested to take the -initiative in the matter. Sir, if .Ehe
Government of Assam, in consideration of the present msecured. position
of this frontier State, Cloyumunist China heing on the one side,  the
Pakistan baving new Pact and unholy agreement in between themselves
on the other and the hostile Nagas only to add fire to fuel, do not
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make all effective measure to restore this vast lost territory of this
State and of India, the coming generation, who will not be led by
racial or linguistic narrow considerations but shall stand as Indian and
Indian alone will curse the present Government and leadership of the
State as spineless imbacile.

Sir, it isthe horror that the Government in the anxiety of their party
business have made this State a State of Section 144 Cr. P. C. and curfew.
None knows the end. Sir, it is necessary for me to pronounce here before
the trusted leaders of the State that we all are alive to the tradition of India
the sacred philosophy of co-existence and secularism.  Had it not been so
Sir, how could we gracefully embraced and accept the position of our fine
looking smart young Minister who in those days of Musiim League borror
from within that communal organisation wanted to annex the province of
Assam with Pakistan and failing to attzin that end later tried his level best
even by appearing before the Bage Commission to snatch away the district
of Cachar from Assam for Pakistan. Then again, Sir, are we not
tolerating very quickly those so-called < Larke-Leagne Pakistan Wallas®
eniry into Congress by thousands and lakhs using Gandhi Tupi and Khad-
dar only to hoss over us from within Gaon Sabha, Anchalik Panchayat,
Mahakuma Parisad, Mandal and District Congress Committee, Village
Defence Partics ?  Sir, the truth is rather the reverse that it is not the
Muslims in this State of Assam but we the so-called majority community
who are always in distress and terror-striken. Unless this horrible condition
is improved the future of this State is doomed.

Sir, two years before I warned this august House by saying that
Assam has been marching Kashmir-way very fast and Sheik Abdulla has
taken birth in this State. Unfortunately, the House or the Government did
not take my warning with any seriousness and the result today is that the
entire State has to be governed under section 144 Cr. P. C. orders. Once
again, before the most honoured leaders of the State present today, Sir,

I warn each and everybody in this State, beware, Sheik Abdulla has attained
majority and settled down in this State, if immediate action is not ~taken by
he Government and the peaple of the Staté irrespective of any caste, creed
and community, who think themselves Indian and love India’s integrity,

Assam goes to Kashmir-way ; God save Assam. Thank you, Sir.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA. (Nalbari-East): - Mr. Speaker,
in the Governor’s Address it seems many things bave not been touched
It is meet and proper if we would have been given
a complete picture of the present state of affairs in the State of "Assam.

So far as the law and order of the State i3 concerned it cannot be said
that it is satisfactory. It isfar from satisfactory. According to my humble
opinion the situation is explosive. . It is not normal.  The citizens
of the State are passing their ‘days through moments of excitement
and that is not our own creation. That is due to certain factors and

circumstances which are directly responsible for the present state of affairs
hat are responsible are due to migration of

in the State. The circumstances. t ! :
the members of the minority community from East Pakistan, The methods

adopted there to create this position have no _parallc] in the history of India
or rather in the world. Also the word that Is used to create this position
is not found in the dictionary for the meaning, The meaning we can find
only in East Pakistan. Now, Sir, everything 1s not going on well in the
State of Assam. It will be pointed out from the circumstances that we are
not here, Sir, only to oppose the Government 0o to condemn it. We are
here to make proper assessment of actual state of affairs prevailing in the

Sir,
and have been left out.

R.}
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State and to advance our constructive suggestions to the Government so that
we may assist the Government for peace and tranquility of the State.  Sir,
when there is promulgation of Section 144 and when curfew is clamped
down in some parts of our State that does not show that the situation
is normal. Aswe understand, Section 144 or curfew is.clam ped down
in abnormal circumstances., Irom the statements submitted by some of the
Hon, friends in the House it is clear that some elements belonging to the
minority community with their sinister motive to bring chaosand troubles
in some parts of the State rvesorted to such slogans which are anti-India and
pro-Pakistan. This is really very ominous, and we must not take it lightly.
We must call spade a spade. The facts that we possess now sannot be taken
lightly and if we do so then more troubles are likely to come to Assam in
future. In this respect, our only submission to the Government is this that
to curb such things we must take serious steps and ruthless and merciless
measures without showing any fear or favour. My own asses:ment of the
situation is this. Pakistani agents are there. They are there from amongst
our people. - There are also other interested persons coming from various
parts to create troubles in this part of our country. So, Sir, I request the
Government to have around up of all such miscreants who are there to
create disturbances an: who are anti-national in their designs and for that
reasons we should not hesitate for a single moment to take resort to Defence
of India Rules or Act. These people who do not hesitate for a moment to
create trouble and who do not consider India to be their own country should
not get mercy either from the party in power or of the law because they are
the betrayers of the country and they should be confined in Jail for the
safety of the country. -

Then, Sir, T will deal with one or two points about the manner of
specch delivered by my Hon. friend, the Leader of the Opposition. I'am
very much afraid in what light his speech would be judged by the public at
large. But, sofar as I am concerned, with due respect to my Hon. friend,
I must say that it has got some colour of communalism even in the remotest
interpretation of it. We now-a-days speak in terms of communalis.n and at
the same time we speak of secularism. Where is the sanctity of our Consti-
tution if we think and talk in terms of communzlism ? Sir, there is a guif
of difference between India and Pakistan. ~Our State is based on secularism
whereas Pakistan is not, So, if we think in terms of Hindus, Muslims or
majority or minority and act accordingly then it may distract the minds of
our peopie Which may ultimately boil down to communal riots in this part
of the country also. I would, therefore, appeal to the Hon. Members not
to speak in terms of communalism. We must also be conscious about our
own position because we command the majority and we have no right to
command the minority. It is the provision of the Constitution that the
guarantce of the minority is at the hands of the majority and we must
assure them in unequivocal terms that full protection would be given to
them.  Then and then only, Sir, we will not fall into the trap of Pakistan
because they are out there to create some provocation. Therefore, we should .
be on our guard not to fall into the trap of Pakistan.

Then, Sir, I want to speak a few words about the Shillong incident. As
it appears from the Press and Government Press Note that some incidents
took place on the 12ih February in the Bara Bazar area and some Excise
staff was involved there when they went to make a search suspecting some-
thing. But thete was some trouble as it was reported in the newspaper
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After five days of that incident, thatis, on the 17th of February, the un-
fortunate incident took place. As it is reported in the paper, one Hon.
Member of this House was also present there. I expectand I believe from
the heart of my heart that the Hon. Member had exercised his influence to
persnade the unruly mob not to create any disturbance. It is very unfortu-
nate and disgracing that even he failed to control the mob.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): On a point of infore
mation, Sir. May I know from the Hen. - Member who is that particular
Member who was present on that day ? Many of us were present on that
day at Shillong.

_Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA (Nalbari-East): I speak
subject to correction,  As it is reported in the Press, Mr. Hoover was pre-
sent. 3

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : Then Istand here to correct him.

Shri PABINDRA NATH SARMA: Sir, the head of ths Police
administration was here at Shillong. Itis reported that something happe-
ned here on the 12th. If that is so, then the head of the Police Depart-
ment should have made an enquiry as to whether the situation was normal
or abnormal. The fact of the matter is that if these 29 persons had not
been arrested then the Heaven would not have fallen on us. . The thing is
why the head of the Police Department was so injudicious in making these
arrests in the open market on the 17th ? May I ask the Government,
through you, Sir, whether any enquiry was made by the head of the Police
Department to ascertain that there might be some trouble ? Yt was clear
that some trouble was already there. So, Sir, I think the decision of the
Police to make arrests on the 17th was not judicious. On the other hand,
it pains my heart because I boast of our Constitution whichis based on
democracy. In democracy the rule of law and order must be maintained,
Every citizen of the State must have to respect for the rule of law. There
might be excesson the part of the Police Officer on'that very day. Sir, I
am not entering into the incident of firing, but what strikes me most is this
that supposing that some Police Officers in due discharge of their duties had
done something excess then there is the law to the aggrieved party to apply
to the court so that the particular officer can be brought to book. Because,
that there is some excess on the part of the Police Officers I can never
encourage the action of the mob, whatever section of our population they
may belong, to take the law into their own hands. 1If the people are en-
couraged to take the law their own hands then there will be no rule of law
and thers will be chaos and crisis and gradually we will be dragging our-
selves to the law of jungle. So, I'can never appreciate the action of the
unruly mob that attacked the Police with bow and arrow and other weapons
and set fire to the Police Beat House; rather I condemn the action of the
mob. I would request Government to find out what loss in property has
been sustained by the State Government asa result of the action of the un-
ruly mob. I hope Government will make some enquiry of the loss because
it is the peoples’ money, it is not the money of any particular individual,

Now Sir; the next point I want to de_al with is about rehabilitation of
the refugees. We have reason to praise- this Government for they have been
able to help these refugees as soon ag they cross the border. No one can
question so far the activities of this Government in this regard is concerned.

W,

el
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But the question is whether this Government is in a position to shelter and
rehabilitate all the refugees that came over to this State ? Now Sir, from
the census figures we find that excluding N. E. F. A. areas the total area of
Assam is about 47,000 sq. miles of which about 22,000 sq. miles roughly
is covered by the hill areas. The Governor has rightly stated thatso far hill
areas are concerned these people cannot be settled there and he is perfectly
right there. So, far as the 25,000 sq. miles are concerned in the plains areas
as we know Sir, these comprise of waste-lands P, G. Rs., V. G. Rs. and
forest lands and therefore excluding all these the figure comes down very con-
siderably. The density of population may be 600 to 700 persons per sq.
mile. On this similar ground the West Bengal Government are pressing
the Centre that because of the huge density of population no refugees can be
entertained so far as West Bengal State is concerned. So far as this State of
outs 1s concerned, I would request the Government to press upon the Central
(/.;xovemment that we cannot absorb all the refugees that have come over to
Assam,

With these words Sir, I support the motion of thanks to the Governox’s
Address moved by my friend, Shri Sarma,

S
. Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)s Mr. Speaker
Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by my friend, Shri Sarma in
gwing thanks to the Governor for his Address to the House. The
Governor’s Address, though a brief one has touched almost all the
important Problems of the State and also the steps taken by this Govern-
ment to tackle those problems. Sir, some of my friends on the OPpo-
sition have complained that the Governor’s Address did not touch this
point or that point or that there is omission on the part‘of the Gover-
nor to mention this problem or that problem. Sir, I think the Gover.
nor’s Address cannot be expected to be all-inclusive but he has given
emphasis on all special problems that confront the State and the steps
taken by the State to solve al! the problems. The Governor himself has
stated here that all salient features of the most important problems of
the State have been touched and also has given the indication of the
steps taken by the Government to solve those problems.

Now Sir, from the speeches of the Hon. Members here about the
present situation of the State, it is clear to all of us that the future of
the State as it stands today is not very bright. In other words, our
path is not strewn with roses. Rather we find that a very gloomy
picture looms large before the State of Assam and therefore we should
not have any sense of complacency that the problems confronting the
State have been solved or that they have been tackled successfully. We
must be alert, we must be on our guard so that our problems
cannot put us down and can better of us. We must be on our
guard so that our problems cannot make us frustrated. We must be on
our guard so that we can solve our problems successfully by putting
our heads together and our resources in the proper direction. Now, the
immediate problem that faces us is that there is fear of external aggres-
sion from ‘both sides of our borders. There has been constant fear of
aBRTESSION on our side of the border with China, Over and above that,
we are apprchending that there are some foreign agents inside our
own State who are trying to create chaos and confusion In the State
so that the situation can be exploited for the benefit of others, Sir, I
am proud that in spite of provocations irom some quarters that are
constantly coming to ug our Government have been able to tackle the

situation by taking immediate steps even though such steps may not
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to some extent be satisfactory to certain parts of our State. I am
proud of the people of Assam that inspite of grave provocations are
have been able to maintain communal harmony and peace inside the
State. Now, as a matter of fact, my friend, Shri Goswami while deli-
__vering his speech said that we are living in a sense of insecurity. Of
course, he may . say so, but, on the other hand, I feel, Sir, that the
Government by promulgation of section 144 in certain parts of the
State have temporarily helped in checking and preventing larger incidents
which if allowed to occur would have spoiled the fair name of our
State to some extent.

And, therefore, to fight a greater trouble, to fight a major crisis
or some major event, these smaller events are to be borne with some
amount of restraint, I also emphasise this fact that we cannot be misled
or we cannot be swayed away by the feclings which are running on
the other side of the border. Rather we must learn a lesson that if
such events are to happen here the same sort of unfortunate events may
also disturb the lives and property of the innocent people here. There-
fore, Ifeel the measures which have been taken by our Government are
all precautionary measures and they have been taken from the point of
view of preventing some bigger unpleasant things. I also feel that as
the majority community has exercised the utmost restraint, the same
burden or the same responsibility falls upon the minority eommunity.
The minority community living within the State should also foster that
feeling. They must not create tension or unpleasant  situations mnor
should hunt the feelings of the others by some in responsible conduct and

utterances.

Now, as regards this point we have been always insisting that per-
sons who have infiltrated into our State, who have doubtful loyalty or
who have got no loyalty to the State should be apprehended and they
should be deported from the State and here, in this connection, there
has been some trouble as regards the assessment of the number. I do
not bother about the number. The number may be 10 lakhs or 12 lakhs
even 4 lakhs or 5 lakhs whatever the case may be. But, I feel, Sir,
that a person of foreign national cannot be allowed to stay whether the
number be 100 or 100 thousand. From that point of view the measures
so far taken by the Government I do not feel that they have been
sufficient. From the various statements I find that there are a large
number of Pakistanis who are moving in the State without apprchen-
sion or with impunity and who are trying to create a situation that
may by exploited for the benefit of ‘the pcpple living across the border.
Therefore, Government should. take immediate measures so that these
foreign nationals are immediately apprehended and forced out of this
StatcAs regards the other factor, that is the pro:r?lem of fond, the Gover-
nor has stated in his Address that the problemi of food is not unsatis-
factory. From my experience I f(;d that this State has got two major
problems. The first one Is cecunty and the other is how to save the
people from shortage of food, Though it has been said that there has
been a bumper crop during this season, from my experience, T can say
that there has been a luxuriant growth of plants but the seeds are few,
the yield is very poor. I am afraid, during the lean months, the state

may be faced with a critical situation as reguards food supply.
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Then there has been a failure or destruction of the crop of potato
in this State. Some cash crops like betel leaves and betel nuts have been
destroyed. I donot know what is the cause the betel leaves have been
falling down. The people who used to live on these crops arein distress
as well as the consumers are finding it difficult to obtain at a reasonable
price. So, I appeal to the Government that immediate steps should be
taken so that the reason for this failure of these cash crops can be deter-
mined. The Agriculture Department should undertake some sort of en-
quiry into this without the least delay by their experts to find out the
disease.

The Governor has also mentioned about proposals for administrative
reforms for this State. These administrative reforms are not only urgent
but they are imperative under the present set up of things in the sense
thatin a developing economy and during the plan periods when we
have to get so many projects executed, when we have got so many plans
to be implemented, T feel that the entire machinery of the Government
should undergo a tharough reform. Here I do not say that there should
not be cuts here and there, but I feel, Sir, that the administrative mache-
nery should be so adjusted that it all becomes conducive to ' greater
efficiency. TFor example, the power of decision and financial powers should
be delegated to the lower levels in the districts so that the Plans and Pro-
jects can be implemented or executed by taking immediate decisions at the

district level without going for administrative approval from the headquar-
ters. ;

‘The Governor has been pieased to mention about the report of the
£conomy Committee. Here also I feel that there is much scope for eco-
nomy in the administration though we do not know the contents of the
reports which has already been submitted to the Government. : These
ﬁndilllgs should be made use of so that there can be economy in this mate
ter also. J

The Education Department took a decision that all the first division
students will be given scholarship- from the last ysar. This announcement
was made before the Matriculation examination was held.  But I am sorry
to state that inspite of this, practically the entire academic year has come
to a close and I know from my personal information that a lot of stu-
dents have found great difliculty in clearing up their University fees and
college fees because the scholarships could not be paid uptill now. The
hopes and aspirations of these youths were thus thwarted because they
did not pay the college feesin time and regularly anticipating that they
would clear it up from the scholarship money. At the time of examina-
tion they could not get the money and as a result, some of them could
not apper at the examination. So, Sir, my request to the Government is
that whenever they take a decision for the benefit of the students unless
there is scope for final implementation, it should not be declared before-

hand. We have to fully, satisfy ourselves that the intended benefit will reach
the beneficiary.

And then the problem about which my friend, Shri Sarma has already
s aid something. Nearly a lakh of persons from Pakistan have come to this
State and the Government is giving them all the facilities that
have been _Ppossible for their temporary shelter. But they will have
to be rehabilitated either in this State or elsewhere, This isa responsibi-
lity of the Government of India who should rehabilitate them. But here



o DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [29th Feb.,

I feel, Sir, that it may be unpleasant if we have to keep the border secure
we must take some positive step. If we are to keep our border secure
then the border must be manned by such persons over whom we have no
mistrust and this problem that is the problem that we have got so much of
disturbances in the border has to be taken from another point of view.
There should be some sort of a barricade and this barricade can be very
well maintained by these persons in the border who have been ousted from
Pakistan and if we rehabilitate those persons who are uprooted in the interior
and other parts of the State. This will, I feel, ensure the security of the
State and persons from other side of the border will not be in a position

to come into the State and cross the border and find ravenues of entrance
in the State,

Myr. SPEAKER : Your time is up, Mr. Goswami.

Shri, SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Then, Sir,
the only. other point I want to mention is the problem of unemployment
which has, been stated in the Governor’s Address, Sir, the problem of
unemployment is getting all the more difficult. The number of persons
who are depending on a.griculi:'ure are increasing more and more. We
have got practically no industries. All cottage industries are out of gear
and. those persons who used to live on cottage industries income they are
made to depend on agriculture. Even loan assistance to the agricultural
people are very few ; they. cannot be provided with agricultural loans and
many other people living in the State are also unemployed, Besides, we
have got a large number of unemployed youths. T_hercforc, those persons
whe are having no profitable e_mployment are moving from place to place
and so on. Sir, I heg to submit that there should be some scope for
earning in the industrial institutes so tha_t those_ yqut}}s could be trained
there for trade. Now, we have got some industrial institutes but the num-
ber of youths in these industrial institutes is not very much.

Then, another difficulty with those students whoare going to these
industrial institutes. Only 33 per cent of them get scholarship and the
guantum of scholarship is also very small. They getonly Rs, 25 a
month, At the same time, all these industrial institutes are located in towns.
With these amounts of Rs. 25 they cannot pull on. They come to get
admission and after remaining for a month or twoin the town because
they cannot be supported l?y the parents or guardians tb.ey_ are compelled
to. leave the industrial institutes. Therefore, my submission is this that
along with these industrial institutes there must be some sorp of industrial-
cum-production centres so that the students can earn something by being
themselves engaged in training-cum-production centres and this should be
taken up by Government and also the quantum of scholarships for these
industrial students should be increased. With these few words, I suppor
the motion which has been moved. 9

Mr. SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned till 2 », i,

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 ». u, for lunch,
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(After lunch)

Shri HALADHAR UJIR [(Tamalpur Reserved for
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_ Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, in supporting the motion of amendment of Mr Goswami, I would like
to make a few observations. I have very carcfully and with all intcrest
gone through the address delivered by the Governor and I wander whether
there has been anything substantial in the speech unlike the _SPEECh f%eh'
_vercd by the Governor last year. Last ycar’s speech was full of mformatlo?,
it contained some valuable information which gave us some ideas. But in
the present year’s speech the Governor began with the words that my
Government had to face the problems during last yeats, their achievements
and their future programme’’, Sir, I could not find anywhere the achieves=
ments and whag are our future programmes”. In the last year’s speech we
we got some Informatien about education, food, irrigation developmeny
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and such other points. But now all those main points have been left out
in the address. About the food production, what is the actual position
about food and how much has heen produced in the last harvest or season
has not been mentioned in the address. In the last year’s address not only
the figure of last year but the figure of the previous year were also given and
there we found that the last year’s production of crop in terms of rice was
estimated at 16,49,20,000 tons and according to this estimate the production
has gone down to 16,48,03,000 tons ? In the last year’s address something
could be known about the food position, but this year, in the address, nothing
could be available, and so we do not know nur position so far as our food
position is concerned in this year. We know that at the present moment
rice is sold at Re. 1 per killo and we have heard it from the consumers.
So, Sir, on this point, the Governor has kept us in darkness. This morning
I tabled an adjournment motion whereby I wanted to discuss a very
important issue and that is about the security of the State of Assam.
Section 144 has been promulgated in the district of Nowgong and’ some
other parts of the State, but in the Govorner’s address, nowhere mention has
been made about it. But it has been said in the address that the
internal situation has been generally satisfactory and not only that, it is
extremely satisfactory. Sir, if the general situation of the State is satisfac-
tory then why the promulgation of Section 144 was required and why it
was promulgated and why the fundamental rights of the people were
curtailed and why the people were not allowed to proceed with their normal
avocations and to earn their own livelihoad. Nothing has heen mentioned
in the address. No mention has been made about the future development
plans and only as light touch has been given about electricity. In the
last year’s speech, the Governor said that the Government was going to do
something about capital outlay on irrigation. In the present address, he
Governor has not said anything about the the future plan, at least I cannot
find it. Therefore, Sir, I should say that the Governor’s address is not
worthy to be placed befere this House (voices from the opposition : hear, hear.)

Now, Sir, I want to say something about law and order situation point
by point. I shall give two instances. Some of us know what happened
in the month of October, 1963 in the village Bethar under the Belsor out
post thana, Nalbari, in the constituency of my hon. Iriend Sriman Prafulla
Goswami. There one Pandit, Shri Shiba Chandra Tarkatirtha by name
had a2 Sanskrit toll and the Government paid him regularly Rs.125 per
month. He was having regular class in his own compound every day in the
evening. On the 21st October, 1963, he was having his class and after
the closure of the class the boys left and he was called to have his meal
inside his home when one Kutub Ali came forward and murdéred him.
The Pandit did not die immediately and so he gave a dying declaration
before a Magistrate. But still the police did not go there and on the second
day, Sriman Prafulla Goswami informed the 5u13er1qtenr?ent of Police on the
telephone and after that only the Additional Superintendent of Police went
there after 10 days or a week the murderer was arrested and he was released
on bail of Rs. 6,000. The man who co_n::mlttcd the murder the Police
brought him to the Thana like a ‘Barjatrik’. Again, in the constituency
of Begum Afia Ahmed, on the 13th QOctober, we suddenly heard a loud
cty from a long distance. Thousands and thousands of people assembled
there with lathi, dao and other weapons f:lld they were shouting slogan
fAllah-ho-Akbar” and “Pakistan Zindabad”,
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Shrimati AFIA AHMED: ol €=  scziew, 32
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Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: Isnot Kapasbari represented
by Begum Afia Ahmed ? Sir, as aresult of this shouting the minority
living there became panicky and some people climbed at the top of the

trec and some ran helter skelter. The horror of communal franzy
went on there,

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): Sir, was he present

there and heard the slogan ?
Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: Yes.

: Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: You heard the slogan from
Hojar ?

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: Yes, I heard from Hojai and
immediately T ran to the spot. Thousands of people were shouting the
slogan and so it could be heard from a long distance. The Chief
Minister himselfl said that there were disturbances within the radius of
five miles but Isay 10 miles. From 150 villages people came out.

Shri ABDUL JALI[. CHOUDHURY (Badarpur): f3
whisltts Seifye oo @1 owelifEs a2

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding) : I went to Morajhar,
How raghat, etc. In some places, people did not come out of their houses
but in others they came out. The matter was immediately reported to
the Deputy Commissioner, and I admit that the Deputy Commissioner
took immediate steps. The Superintendent of Police came at night. Upto
24th, my information is, 20 persons have been taken into custody but
unfortunately there is no mention of itin the Governor’s Address. So
far as my information goes arms were found in the bringal bags and
I am sure, my information is correct. I would insist upon the
Government to place the C.I.D. report before this House. Sir, my
hon. Iriend, Shri Sut was saying that the religious minority comm-
" unity got panicky. The same thing was also said the other day when
we met the D. C. I said what had happened on 13th night at 10-30 p. .
and how the pcople came out with lathi, dao, etc. I suggest that let the
hon. Members of this august House make an enquiry as to what was
the conspiracy behind this incident. Sir, it isa matter which requires
a serious thinking. There are thousands of Pakistani infiltrators with
the Indian Muslims tring to_create troubles. The Deputy Commissioner
formed me that on 16th similar thing also happened in Ot;hc}‘ places.
In Juria also the same thing happened. The Deputy Comrmissioner told
that on that night no light could be seen in any house of that locality,
There was black-out and I do not know the reason thereof. In
Dhing, of course, they say that the people were playing ‘kapati’ and
so there was noise, Sir, in Nowgong district, there are many big bazars
and hats and thousands of people attend those hats. But all these days
they could not go to the bazar and they were telling what they would
¢at, Even the Saraswatj immersion ceremony was stepped, When the
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boys came to us, we had to mercilessly say that you stop it and offer
only simple puja. As a result, no mike was heard and there was no enjoy-
ment, no immersion ceremony. Sir, thisis the position in Indian Union.
The Muslims will create troubles and the bad name will come to the
Hindus. Immediately, thereafter I reported the matter to the Chief
Minister and he was kind enough to give a reply. I shall again discuss
the matter with the Chicf Minister. This incident clearly shows that there
was no law and order actually in the State.

Then Sir, I come to the Education Department. My friend, Shri
‘Sut spcke good words about the Education Department. I will read out
an open letter written by Prof. B. Tamuli to the Education Minister.
Sir, his younger brother went to London for higher studies and to get
Ph. D. Degree. His ideas was that two years’ course would be sufficient
in London but immediately on reaching London he found that three
years’ course would be mnecessary. Let me read out from his letter. It
says here—" S >
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Now, from London, the Registrar for the Untversity concerned and
other officials wrote to the Govervment of Assam in the Education
Department, but the Education Department did not feel any necessity
to reply to their lctters and telegrams and still we are led to believe
that our Education Department is definitely improving.

Again Sir, let me give another instance. Last year, a delegation
waited on the Chief Minister and we told the Chief Minister that there
are about 1200 Lower Primary Schools with Bengali as a medium of
instruction yet to be recognised. The Chief Minister asked us to submit
a list of those schools. After that, a list for 133 schools was handed over
to the Education Minister many references were made to the Education
Department in that connection but, up till now, we reccived no reply
atall, So,weare in doubt whether the Education Department is actually
in existence or whether it is functicning at all, Still we shall have to
believe that this Department is making sufficient progress and that

(.
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Government is going ahead with its educational activities. Sir, whatever
the Government does within the State or within its jurisdiction in
the matter of providing better education, they have no right to prove
themselves ridiculous before other Governments and before other Univer-
sities. They can at least say that it is not possible for the Government
to do this or that thing. ven in spite of that we are led to. believe that
our Education is improving.

"Then I come to another point Sir, that is about irrigational improve-
ment in the State. Government have recently taken up certain areas. for
improvement of irrigational schemes, but we do not know whether those
schemes have been finalised or whether the Govenment is still going on
with those schemes. Up till now, we have heard nothing about those
schemes and whether any progress is being made. There is no mention
in the Governor’s Address about other schemes for electricity, more food
production, etc. Regarding the Barapani project we do not know whether
this project will be commissioned in 1954. It was finaLy decided that
in 1964 this Barapani Power Project will be commissioned but from some
reports we have doubt whether it will be possible to commission this
Barapani project even in 1965. So far nothing has been done.

Then with regard to devlopment plans. 1In the last year’s Address
of the Governor, we find in paragraph 36 more than two and a half
pages were devoted in his speech dealing with development of power,
but this year barely two lines we were given, that is at page 11 where it is
said—<Efforts to catch up with the rest of India in the matter of power
development have beea continuing”. We do not find any progranime
taken by the State to catch up with the rest of India in the matter of’
power development. Surely the entire machinery of the Gosernment is
at a stand still. ~ About food problem in a State where rice is generally
selling at fifteen annas or one rupee per killogram tbe Governor’s Address
says that ‘when the need arises’ fair price shops will be opencd to counter
the rise in prices. However, I shall deal with this question later. What
I waut to emphasise here is that unless the food problem is taken up
seriously we will face serious conscquences in the very near feature. As we
sce now nothing has been said about improvement of our food pro-
duction.

Then again Sir, I want to draw your attention to another important
point, namely about the Shillong incident, The Governor in his Address
has said that *‘the law and order situation in the State was, on the whole,
satisfactory. It is, however, a matter of great regret that the generally
peaceful atmosphere was marred by the recent unfortunate incidents in
Shillong where seven policemen were injured and the Police were cona
strained to open fire in self-defence on the 17th February, 1964, r
in the death of two persons and injury to sixteen others.
have decided to hold a judicial enquiry?’. Now, when the matter has
already been decided and the Government have already come to the
conclusion that the Police had to open fire in self-defence, what are the
reasons for having a judicial enquiry ? I fail to understand the neces-
sity for holding a judicial enquiry when, as I have already said, the
Government have come to the conclusion that the police had to open fire
in sclf-defence.

‘T'hen again $ir, I shall point out another very interesting fact. Ag
page 1 of the Governor’s Address, the Governor said that “in regard to
Sacial Welfare and economic matters the Finance Minister in his Budget
Speech and the Brochure'which will he given with the speech, will dea]
with these matters in great doail, and so I will confine myself to brief

esulting
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references on matters of interest” Sir, the Governor has already dealt
with matters of interest and the Finance Minister will deal with matters
which are not at all of any interest...........(laughter from the Operation
side)...... . .From all these we can come to the conclusion that there is
something wrong with the Governmental machinery.

Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up ?

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): I shall require
about 5 minutes more Sir. Last year, in the Governor’s Address, we find
a lot was said about opening of fair price shops and it was definitely said
there that more than 2,250 such fair price shops were opened ; but this
year what do we find ? We find a very interesting statement. It says
that fair price shops are being opened to counter the trend of rise in
price when the need arises fzir price shops would be opened. Up till now
no fair price shop has been opened. Sir, I think that the food position
is not at all satisfactory. Though unlicenced husking mills numbering
about 600 are working in full swing and licenced rice Mills are lying idle
the price of commodities which the Governor himself has agreed, that it
gone up, still the Government has not felt the necessity of opening fair
price shops.

Shri RUPNATH NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, the fair price shops are already there. Whenever any
additional need arises fair price shops will be opened there.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: I am only quoting the
sentence used by the Governor. | am not going beyond that. What he

has said is this:

- <¢There has been some risz in the price of commodities. This

trend is being sought to be countered by opening Fair Price
Shops when the need arises.”
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): You are
a distorted interpretation of the Governor’s Address.
Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: Let me read out.
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Read it at your house.
(Noise)
Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GUPTA: Let me again read it.
ought to be countered by opening Fair Price Shops

This trend is being s . 0] : :
when the need arises, What does it mean ? "if it means that Fair Price
L)

lready there....
Shops E_H‘C alrcady (Noise)

giving

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up.

Shri SANTI RANJAN DAS GQUPTA: I have not concluded,
o Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER :There is no time, you have finished your

speech.

The House stands adjourned till 10 A.m. on Monda;} the 2nd

March, 1964. :
(Adjournment)
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Monday the
4,
9nd March, 196 ; 2. G, GHOUDHURL,

Secrete ¥y,
Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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