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Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled afier the Third General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 A. M.
cn Monday, the 2nd March, 1964.

PRESENT

Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B.L., Speaker in the Chair }
six Ministers, three Ministers of State, three Deputy Ministers and
seventy-five Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
The Economy Committee

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked :
#1, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Economy Committee constituted by the Govern-
ment has started functioning ?

(b) Whether the Assam Secretariat falls within the purview of
the said Committee ?

(c) If so, what is the findings of the Committee in so far as the
Assam Secretariat is concerned ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:
(a)—Yes. :
(bY—Yes.

(c}—The Committee has not yet started its study in_ the
Assam Secretariat. It has started its work in the offices of the Heads
of Departments.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Sir, what arc the
terms of reference of this Committee ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance) : The terms
of reference are :
" (1) Consider workload of staffat various levels in various Depart-
meats and  determine a rational yardstick for entertainment of staff
in Government departments.
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(2) Locate surplus staff department by department.

(3) Examine to what extent economy can be effected in utilisation of
paper, electricity, coal and other items which are used for daily

Government business.

(4) Examine how touring by Government servants can be rationalised
so that Government business can be conducted effectively and with

economy,

Any other matter which Government may refer to the Committee
. from time to time.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Sir, who are
the members of this Committee ?
Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): The

(1) Shri R, B, Vaghaiwalla, Chairman, (2) Shri S. Sarma,
Trivedi, Member

(5)

members are
Director, Statistics, Member and (3) Shrimati P. P.

bdecretary.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Whether the Ministers’
tours will be covered by this Committee ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED {Minister, Finance): No, this
Committee will not cousider that matter,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorbat): What are the offices
already examined by this Committee ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): The
Committee has already submitted a repert regarding the Commissioner of
Plains Division, Chief Cons rvator of Torests, Director of Agriculture and
Sericulture, Director of Social Welfare. The report on the Director of

Community Projects is likely to come very soon,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whether the Committee is funce
tioning upto the district level also ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): No, Sir.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: Whether the Committee
has submitted an interim report in the meantime ?

Shyi FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I have already sajd thag
the Committee has submitted reports of five Departments and of the sixth

departments the report is' expected very soon.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When this Commiitee {5 expece
ted to examine Lhe Secretariat Departments ? !

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): When
this work is over, they will take up the Secretatiat Departments,
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Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May I know from the Hon’hls
Minister whether Government is of the opinion that there is no scope for
economy in the district level ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance): Yes,
Sir, that will be considered also. But let us first of all finish this work.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOQLOI (Titabar): Sir, whether it is a
fact that on the recommendation of this ( ommittee the post of one Lower
Divgsion Assistant in the Community Project Dcpartment has been abolishe
ed ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, as
I have already said, the Committee are submitting a report on the Commu-
nity Projects and after it is received by us we shall know what recommen-
dation has been made by the Committee.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora): Whether any
action has been taken on the report of this Committee on those five offices?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Those are being examired
by the Departmen's concerned and after taking their comments into cone
sideration Governiment will take a decision.

Re: The Deputy Secretary to the Government of Assam in the
Appointment Department

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA asked:
*2. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Who is the Deputy Secretary -to the Government of Assam,
Appointment Department ?

(b) For how many years he has been in the Appointment Depart.
ment ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:
2. (a)—Shri M, C. Narasimhan, LA,

{b)—As Under-Secretary, Appointment, since 26th June 1961 and
as Deputy Secretary, Appointment since 19th July 1962 ill date.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Whether it isa fact
that this officer indulged in high-handedness in respect of appcintment,
promotions, transfer and other adminisirative matters in the Secretariat ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): No
Sir, thatis nota fact.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Whether itis a fac
that recently when the D, Cs and S. D. Os met here in Shillong, when
some officers approached him to discuss some administrative matters he
misbehaved themi? -
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): Sir, we
have no such information and the Hon. Member must realise that so far as
these matters are concerned, the power does not rest with the Deputy
Secretary. '

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whether it is a fact that though
this officer concerned is a junior one he has been given the power fo put his
remarks in the character rolls of the senior I A. S. Officers ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: He isonly to submit papers
for recording by higher officers.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Isit afact that complaints
have been lodged from district level against this officer to the G. 5. ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I am not aware of those
complaints.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Will Government examine
those complaints ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, whenever complaints are
received they are examined and considered.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Re : Bringing Forest Villages and Tea Gardens under the purview
of Panchayat Act

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlichera) asked:
9. Will the Minister-in-charge of Panchayat be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Government are aware of the discontent
prevailing in forest villages and tea-gardens for not
bringing these under purview of existing Panchayat Act ?

(b) Whether Government Dropose to include the forest villages
and tea-gardens under the existing Panchayat Act to

eliminate discrimination ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA [Deputy Minister, Develop-
ment (Panchayat and C.D.)] replied:

2. (a)=—Yes.

(b)—It has already been decided to form Gaon Sabhas in forest
villages and necessary action s being taken in this regard.

As for tea-gardens also the Government has taken a decision
to form Gaon * abhas with necessary safeguards so that the tea industry
is not harmed in any way. This is now under examination.

In the meantime steps are being taken to give representatiﬂﬂ
to the tea garden population in the Anchalik Panchayats.
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Shyri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May I know whether the

Forest villages and Tea garden labourers are entitled to cast their votes in
the ensuing Panchayat elections ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Deputy Minister, Commu-
nity Development, etc.): Sir, in the ensuing Panchayat elections it may
perhaps not be possible, but Government has made provision to nominatz
certain members from those unrepresented areas. A

- San

Mr, SPEAKER: He said it may not be possible in the ensuing
clections.

Shri FARHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance) : Sir, may
I make the posirion clear in regerd to the reply to this question With regard
to the forest villages action is being taken to constitute the Gaon Sabhas
wherein they will be entitled to vote, But where it is not possible to con-
stitute the Gaon Sabhas, representation to the Anchalik Panchayats will
be done by nomination after the election have becn completed.

Shri RATHINDRANATH SEN (Karimganj North): Sir, why
not Government stay the operation of coming Panchayat elections and
make necessary arrangements for holding the election after the process 1s
being completed, instead of nominating members according to sweet will of
the Government ? 3

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Asthe Hon. Member is aware,
it is not within the competence of the Government to postpone the
election beyond the first week of May, because Government had the
power to postpone election for a year and this has been extended. Therefore,

there is no further scope for Government to postpone the election beyond
time already done,

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : What about the forest
villages which are not entitled to form one Gaon Sabha, will they be entitled
to vote ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Such forest villages can be
brought together with the existing Gaon Sabhas.

Shri RATHINDRANATH SEN: May I know, Sir, why Government
was taking such along time to form the Gaon Sabhas when the tea garden
labourers should have been given proper representation ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister ,Finance): The
hon. Member should know that when tea garden labourers are lu{mg in an
area which is the private property, we have been negotiating with the tea
garden management to find a solution and even now it has not been possible
to reach an agreement. The tea garden Labourers live on a land,
which is a private property, and I do not know to what extent even when
we extent the Panchayat to those areas, it will be possible for us to help
these tea garden labourers until and unless the employers come to some
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sort of an apreement. Then we find that many of the amenities and
facilities which are provided to the tea garden labourers are more than what
will be available under the Panchayat.

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj North): May we
expect that Government will take some such steps so that such questions will
not come before us in future ?

Sktri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED (Minister, Finance): We
shall examine and expedite.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): In reply to
(b), 1t has been stated ‘““as for the tea gardens also the Government has taxen
a decision to form Gaon Sabhas with necessary safeguards so that the tea
industry is not harmed in any way™. May I know whyv there is apprehen-
sion in the mind of the Minister that if Gaon Sabhas are introduced in tea
gardens the tea industry will be harmed ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Tea gardens have land for the
purpose of tea cultivation and there can be no question of giving any juris-
diction to the Gazon Sabhas over the area which is under tea. If Gaon
Sabhas are given this jurisdiction, there will be two authorities, viz., the
management and the Panchayat and this will give rise to a clash between
them. We have to see that the tea indusiry is not harmed due to any such

clashes.

Shri GOURI SANKAR ROY (Katlichera) : Tea
garden areas # wiwfas d9m4q #1 A= FF basis  qz gwr ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN All AHMED (Minister, Finance) :
Tea garden areas § population basis 93 99 &1 A= gAT
oAt § | afed Em 3@ ARA @ AR o #x ® % frag
JAm OF UF garden § . 31 a7 =% garden FT AT |

Shri GOURI SANKAR ROY: #g 9919 3,%0¢ ¥ bagsis 9%
& gFm o WY ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN All AHMED * 3,400 % basis 72 7 2
FAT & | UF UF area & basis 9 W TAFAT T wwx dar
T § ar gav @ objection W | zafem gw Tea garden
population Hmar @ & | IUAT FGFL FA ATAT FEA ISMAT |

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipalfa) : ME}Y I know whether the
Gaon Sabhas formed in tea garden areas will be entitled to equal grant from
Government as other Gaon Sabhas ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Certainly,

Shri ABDUL JALIL CHOUDHURY (Badarpur) :
Ex-Tea garden & wvgdl & wafeas @<FT FT Fqa #T @y 2 7

oy
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Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): That
will be decided when tea garden areas form part of the Gaon Sabhas,

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR JEE (Katigora): May I know
whether Government will give representation to the tea gardens in the
Gaon Sabhas as Government have suggested to give them representation in
the Anchalik Panchayats,

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Thatwill be considered,

Shri PULAKESHI SINGH (Somai): May I know whether Govern-
ment propos: to take steps to give representation to the forest areasin
the Anchalik Panchayats before the elections ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: We shall sce what can be
done.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : There are many areas in
the tea gardens which have been surtendered for rehabilitation of people
according to the I. T. A, schemss and other schemes. Will these areas also
come under the Gaon Sabhas ?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Of course, they will come
automatically.

Shri GOURI SANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): Nomi-
nated members 1 vote FT&F 0T AT TEI 7

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMEDs$ Yes, they will have the right.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May I know whether
Government will also grant money for construction of roads in the gardens?

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : It will be for the Panchayats
to consider.

Shri GOURI SANKAR ROY: sisfas d=ma & President
T |19 nomination & d@ FOT a1 IT & qgw gwmr 7

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Nomination will be made.
hefore.

Adjournment motion

Mr. SPEAKER: One adjournment motion from Dr. Homeswar Deb
Choudhury is standing over from 28th February. Belore I take a decision
on'this I want to hear the Law Minister if he has anything to say on it,

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law, etc.) :Mr. Speaker, .
Sir, as you will be pleased to see from the adjournment motion, it
is a'matter which comes under the administration of Law and, as such,
I submit, it is not g subject-matter which can come under an adjournment
motion. In this connection, I would like to inform the House through you,
Sir, that even in a place where Section 144 was not in force, recently some
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trouble had arisen. We received a telegram from Tezpur day before yester-
day, dated 28th February, which states “Today at about 10 a. . 82 persons
consisting of Nepali, Marwari, etc., workers of Indian Traders SLB air
field came to Tezpur town on two trucks from said side and sprinkled
coloured water indiscriminately on passers-by including college-going girls.
One Dulal Bhuyan, a clerk-cum-college student, was assaulted by the Holi
revellers. At this there was a commotion. Police on duty at the spot
immediately brought the situation under control by arresting those persons.
Dulal Bhuyan sustained grievous injury on the forearm. After some time
about 300 college students and others collected at the thana compound.

They left peacefully after seeing action taken against the Holirevellers by
authority. Investigation proceeding.”

Sir, it is obvious that under these circumstances some precautionary
steps have to be taken by District Authority so that similar disorders do not

occur in their parts,

Therefore, action under section 144 hasbeen taken by the Deputy
" Commissioner, Goalpara. Itis nota question of restricting observation of
any religious function or ceremony because no religion does permit, such
kind of rowdyism Everyone is free to perform Holiin his own house or
compound, but this freedom should not be abused to interfere with the
rights of others. Itis obvious that what has happened at Tezpur may be
repeated elsewhere and, therefore, Government think that Deputy Commis-
sioner, Goalpara was justified in taking this precautionary measure.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : Has section 144 been
promulgated at Tezpur afier the incident 7

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Finance): No, Sir,
Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, Dr. Choudhury, have you got to say anything ?

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): Mr.
Speaker Sir, my motion isa rcgularone and fulfils all the conditions. In
the Goalpara district section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code has been
promulgated. There was no incident, nor was there any apprehension of
any incident. Section 144 has been promulgated in the Barpeta subdivision
also. Barpeta is the seat of a Mahapurushiya Satra where Holiis played
and coloured water sprinkled. Promulgation of these orders in the Goalpara
district and the Barpeta subdivision has wounded the religious sentiments of
the people. This has_also curtailed their right to perfurm an important
religious ceremony. I have, therefore, brought this adjournment motion
about promulgaticn of Section 144 in the Goalpara district,

 Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
promulgation of Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code in the Goal-
para district has been done for a specific purpose, 4. é., to prevent obsers
vance of Holi. This has amounted (0 interference with the ohservance of a
religious festival and the Government under no circumstance had any
necessity to do so because in time of Holi, in every place, there is
more or less some sort of disturbance. It is), a time-old: festival.
Hindus and in some patts Muslims also observe this festival, So, Sir, I
do not know why the Government has take# - bis step. The Government

e
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for the matter of that, the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara, has taken this
step to wound the religious suscepiibilities of a particular community. .
This is very important, Sir. All these tuings never happened in our State
L e

before,

Wiy, SPEAK]*}R: We are at the moment concerned with the admis-
sibility of the Motion. We are not going into the merits of the Motivn,

Shri MADHUSUDHAN DAS (Barpeta): Oh! on merits of the
Motion? (laughter). As the religious feeling of the Hindus are wounde
there might be some unhappy incidents because of this. So, this is a matter
of utmost public importance and the Motion should be «dmitted to discuss
in this Asiembly which is the highest authority of the State. This
Assembly should consider this matter. The Government ought not to
have done this. So, I tnink this should be admitted. We must be given
a chance to discuss this here and to see whether the Government is
justified in promulgiting Sec. 144 Cr. P, G. at this time to prevent
the observance cf the rcligious festival.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, may 1
speak ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, ves,

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI : Sir, an adjournment
motion is tabled to discuss a certain matter which 18 definite
and is of pubiic im portance. Now, by this adjournment motion, the
Hon'ble mover of the motion proposes to raise a discussion on the
\ecessity of promulgation of Section 144 Cr. P.C. in certain parts of
the State and with particular reference to the Goalpara district.  Sir,.
our appreuension is that thisis a pre:matuic measure on the part of the
Government on the  basis of reports which are not correct givingscope
to trouble-mongers to create troubles ia those areas. So, the Government
should be very cauticus belore promulgating Sec. 144 Cr. P.C. so
that it may not give cause to those people who are actually afier
creating trouble to come with a plea that there is a Government who
does not allow freedom of religious functions and tivs Government has
fallen upon the refigions rights of the community. So with this appre-
hension in nund the notice of the adjournment motion has been given, and
the matter is of a serious nature because during this debate on Goveinoi’s
address we had discussed certain points and about the nec: s-ity of promul-
gation of Section 141 Cr. P. C,, and most of us are of the opinion that
promulgation of Section 144 Gr. P. G. was not necessary. So, in order
to rzmove the doubts in the minds of the people rotice .f an adjournment
motion has been given and this isa definite matter because this pro-
mulgation of Seciion 144 - Cp. P. C. was with reference to a Hindu
festival, and secondly, it is a matter of public importance, because I
have alreaC_lY referred to the backgiound on which we have been forced
to give notice of this motion for discussing the promulgation of Secticn
144 Cr. P. G Considering all these I frel that the moiion is in order
and it is a timely one and may be adn itted. .

Shri MAHAMMAD UMARUDDIN (Dhubri): Sir, Section 144 Cr.
P, C. isa preventive step, and the propricty or otherwise of that order
depends on the local situation prevailing, and it is for the District Magistrate
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or: the Officers in charge of those ar=as responsible for maintaining law and.
order, to make a decision. Whether there is need or justification for piomul-
gation ol Section there 144 Cr.P.C. it is not possible for this House to di:cuss.
without knowing the situation. Secondly, Sir, if there is any apprehension in
.the minds of the Hon’ble Members, the Government can obtain reports
“from: local officers and make a statement on the situation.

' Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): I cannot agree with the
Hon’ble Member. He has stated that the House is not in a posi-
tion to discuss this matter. But the Government is not aware of the
whole situation as it was. The Government by app:ehending some disturban-
cesin that particular area promulgated Section 144 Cr. P. C. which was not
at all necessary, as the situation was quite normal there. By doing so Govern-
mient has curtailed the cwvil right of the people granted by the Constitu-
tion.. So, we want to discuss this matter here.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Minister, Law): Sir, I have
already explained the position. The matter continucd in the adjournment
motion is within the subjective consideration of the District authorities
who are to consider the circumstances and deal with situations accordingly.
It is for the District Magistrate of the particular area to study the situation
and see to the necessity of other ways of promulgating order U/S 145
Cr. P. C. which has not been promulgated by the Government. It has been
done by the District Magistrare after considering the situation prevailing
in that particular area. As I pointed out to you, Sir, even in a plapc
like. Tezpur, where there: - was no apprehension according to the District
Magistrate, an incident of serious nature has taken place, and if
incidents of that nature are allowed to take place in other areas, these
may plung the state in  disorder. In-these matters we should not
interfere with. the discussion of the authorities and I do not agree with
the. Hon’ble Member that promulgation of this order there has been any
interferance with the observance of the rehgious rights or ceremony.

The people are entitled to play holi in their own houses and other places.
Only what has becn prohibited is throwing of Holi water in public places.
Itis not laid down in the religious scripture that performance can be
done only by throwing Holi colour jn public thoroughfore. I submit no
one. has been prevented from observing the religious rites. So, my sub-
mission is that this is an ordinary matter of administration oflaw and order
which the District Magistrate is competent to deal with and this is a matter
of his subjective. consideration. We should not interfere with the discussion
of the District Magistrate. As I have - already pointed out that the
adjournment motion must deal with a matte: beyond the ordinary adminiss
tration of law and this is -not fit matter to be . entitled to discussion.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI
Sir, may I know whether this House has the right to know from the
Distriet Magisirate whether there was actually any circumstances which
compelled the District Magistrate to promulgate - Section 144 Cr. P. C.,
or this . Houce has to go by the whims of the

or N ) > District Magistrate as was
Fontended:, But I feel, Sll’, this House has every right to the circumstances
ander which the District Magistrate was compelled to promulgate Section

144 Cr. P. C; in the district of Goalpara aud that js the reason for which

(Laharighat) : Mr. Speaker
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the honourable Member has given notice of the adjournment motion. We
feel, Sir, there was no necessity of promuigating this order, and that is why
we are here to discuss the situation,

Shri SANTIRANJAN DAS GUPTA (Lumding): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I do not agre:z with the honourable Law Minister that this District
Magistrate has the right to curb the fundamental right at his own whims.
The Law Minister must know that the fundamental rights are always
honoured by the High Courts and Supreme Ccurts. No law can override or
over rule fundamental rights not to speak of a magistrate to override it. So,
whenever curtailing of fundamental right arises, the officer should know
that he is overriding the provision of the constitution, which none can do.
So, the officers should be instructed or an explanation is definitely necessary
from him whether he is overriding the fundamentalrights. Thisis my
submission, Sir,

Shri RATHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Mr. Speaker,
Sir. It appears from the statement of the honourable Law Minister that
there is nothing like making Holi festival in common places, in Hindu
Scripture  May I know from. the honourable Law Minister is there
anything written in the Islamic Book whether Idd and Muharam should
be performed in a common public places. :

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED (Law Minister): Section 144,
Criminal Procedure Code was also in force when Idd festival was
performed.

My, SPEAKER : Hon’ble Members had alleged that section 144,

Crimival Procedure Code has been 1llegally ‘promulgated in the District of
Goalpara,

The magistrate has the right, afier being satisfied that the situation of
the country demands promulgation of section 144 Criminal Pr..cedure Code
to do this as a preventive measure. Now, the question is—from the Govern.-
ment side it has been argu-d that they have not got sufficient information
from the 8. D. O. as to under what circumstances the S.D.O., Goalpara had
to promulgate Section 144 Criminal Procedure Code in the Goalpara Sub-
division and from the side of Opposition it has been argued that promul-
gation of Section 144 Criminal Procedure Code has been illegal, I get
the Rule in May’s Parliamentary Practice at page 372 —f‘motion has been
disallowsd because the matter relates to no more than ordipary adminis-
tration” and it further illustrated that the alleged illegal action of the
Department is a matter involving ordinary administration of law and as
such for alleszed aciion of the department no' adjournm:nt motion can be
moved in the Assembly. Therefore, my haads are tied down by the rules,
Therefore, I disallow the motion.

Next, an adjournment inotjon from Shri Rathindra Nath Sen, Shr
Dulal Chandra Barua and also from Shri Madhusudhan Das was received
on the same subject. ]



102 ~ NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION [2nd March,

Calling Atiention under Assembly Rule 50 Re: certain
incidents at Gauhati Medical College

Mr. SPEAKER : T have also got a Calling Attention Motion under
Rule 50 of the Ru'es of Procedure and Conduct of Business from Sarbasri
Madhusuhan Das, Haladhar Uzir, Ram Prasad Das and Shri L. P. Gos-
wami. I think this is a matter which may be discussed in this House.
“Therefore, T allow rhe discussion of this motion under Rule 50 of the Rules
.of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Assam Lesislative Assembly .
It will be takrn up on Thursday next after 4-30 .M I do not want to
waste the time of hor, Members who have to tabls motions, bills and
_resolutions, etc.

. Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Sir, what is the subject matter of the
-motion ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The subject matter is regarding certain incident in
Gauhati Medic] College. The matter is of public importance. Theretore,
1 have allowed to discuss the motion, under Rule 50 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly.
, It will be taken up after 4-30 r.m. on Thursday.

No-Confidence Motion

Myr. SPEAKER : I have got another motion tabled on 29th February,

1964 at 2-50 p.M. Therefore, it could not be taken up on that day. Itisa

motion expressing want of confidence in the Ministry. The Rule is that

- for such motion, at least 11 Members of this House are required to support

this motion. I want to know how many Hon. Mombers support this motion,
Those who are in favour of this motion, kindly - rise up in their seats.

(Opposition Members stood up.)

Sixteen hen. Members have stood up in support of sitting late to move
this motion. Therefore, this motion can be moved I shall fix up a date
in consultaticn withthe Leader of the House; unfortunately. he is ahsrnt
‘today on some important matters. He will be back on the 4th and after
discussion with the Leader of the Oppesition #nd the Leader of the House,

- I shall fix up a date convenient to them for discussion of the motion,

Shyi MADHUSUDHAN DAS: Under Rule Motion— notice submitied
under section 50, if allowed to be discussed, should be taken up after 15-30
hours, .
Mr SPEAKER: Order, order. The motion of No-Confidence is this—
T his Heuse has no-confidence in the present Council of Ministers’’. Thisis
: the motion.

Originally the House h-d to sit till 3-30 p.m. This Rule was that the
question of motion should be taken up at 3-30 p.v. But, later on, we
extended th time of s'tting of the Hous; 1ill 4-?0 PM. ‘'Jhe subsequent
amer dment is rot there, Therefore, motion «f this kind should be taken up
after the business of the House is over ; that was the spirit of the Rule.

* Therefore, T have, for the interest of the hin. Members of the Oppo-
sition fixed, the time at 4-30p. M. instead of at 3-30 p.y. If the time is txed
at 3-30 ».m the Opposit'on Members will get less time for discussion of their
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non-official business. Natural'y, for their benefit, I have fixed the at 4-30 p.m.

However, ifthe Hon. Members so want I have no chjection to fix the
time at 3-30 ». Mo !

. (Vufn:.f No. NO-)

Supplementary Demands for Grants and Supplementary
Appropriation fon 1963-64 :

Shyi FAKERUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sip, I beg to present the list of

Supplementary Demands for Grants and Supplementary Appropriation
for 1963-64.

The Assam Panchayat (Amendment) Crdinance, 1964 (Assam
Ordinance No.1 of 1964

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I begto lay out copies of

the Assam Panchayat (Amendment) Ordinance, 1964 (Assam Ordinance
No.l of 1964).

The Code of Criminal Procedure (Assam Amendment) Ordinance,
1964 (Assam Ordinance No.Il of 1964) :

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I begto lay out copies of
the Code of Criminal Procedure (Assam Amendment) Ordinance, 1964
(Assam Ordinance No.II of 1964).

The Assam Panchayat (Constitution) (Amendment) Rules, 1964

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I begto lay out copies of
the Assam Panchayat (Constitution) Amendment Rules, 1964,

Debaie on the Governor's Address
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*Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
am rising to speak today under a shadow of human suffering caused by the
inhuman behaviour on the part of those who are running the administration.
Sir, when I associate myself with the No Confidence Motion I would not
like much to dwel! on the other aspects of the administration mentioned .in
the Governor’s Address just at this juncture, Sir, the other day, the Chief
Minister and the Finance Minister, while making a submission before you
made a reference to King’s Address in England and for all the attention that
the Hill arcas received in the Governor’s Address you might as well believe
that we are hearing the Address of King of England—as some other Heads
of States. Sir, the Governor’s Address does not contain even 5 per cent
i. ¢, 5 per cent of the contents in it about the Hill problems, the problems
confronting the Hill people. He made mention only of the establishment of
an administrative unit for the Nongstoin Pawi Lakher region and this ‘of
course’ is a long-standing need of the people living in the western side of their
United Kbasi and Jaintia Hills. Government in  establishing this Unit has
not done any special favour to the people of the district. It makesas
reference to the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills Autonomous District Gom-
mission thatis only to bifurcate an already mutilated district. It refers
also to the extension of the State Transport Services from Kbhlichriat to
Silchar. ‘This ‘no doubt’ will fetch money for the State Transport authority.
It makes vague reference to improvement of tribal areas. Itis at the most
a pious expression of wish that the interests and the welfare of the _lnbal
people will b.. promoted and thea Sir, last of all ‘it r fers to the question of
refugees fleeing from Pakistan 10 Garo Hilis' but that also, Sir, does not con-
tain anything that the State Government will be doing for the suffering
humanity, the victims ol the partiti n of the country. Sir, it is menti. ned
tuat the Cent al Government has agreed to bear the entire cost of relief
and rehabilitation. The Centie is footing the bill and the Sta e G vernment
i8 entrusted only with the task of spending the money given by the Centre.
But lor that littie thing that Government could have do e, they are expres-
sing difficu'ty in doing it and that is with regard to the land on which these
refugees will have to be renabilitated. The Governor said, ‘‘as 1s known to
the hon’ble mewbers, under the >ixth Schedule of the Constitution, the
entire jurisdiction over lund matters in the Auton mous Districts rests mth
the District Cour.cils,  Apart from this, almost all the refuzees are agrncu.l-
tunsts aid there is hardly any land for wet cultivation normally available in

@ Bpesch met corresied,
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the hill areas. In other parts of the State, we have still not been able to
even partially solve the problem of our landless, flood and erosion-aflectes
people in the State.”” Sir, they have no land for these unfortunate victiis
of partition to be rehabilitated in other parts of the State. Sir, I would
submit before this House that when we have plenty of land to the Muslim
immigrants, when we have plenty of land to play host for the Pakistani
infiltrators, I do hope, Sir, I am quite confident that we have plenty of land
on which we can rehabilitate these unfortunate refugees. I would suggest,
Sir, that Government should appoint an All India Committee which will go
into the question as to how far Assam can accommodate these poor victims.
I would not accept a mere statement on the part of the Chief. Minister or on
the part of any Minister that land is not available here in Assam, I will
be satisfied if Government will appoint an Enquiry Committee. I would
be satisfied if Government wili appoint an enquiry Committee to sce
whether there is more land to accommodate these people. But Sir, these
are very few references inade to the problems obtainingin the hill areas.
Sir, so far as the other aspects of the problems are concerned, we might as
well have not functioned, we mightstill have lived in a princely State of
Assam for all the care and attention we receive from the Government.
But, at least, I must congratulate the Government for rather being straightfor-
ward this time. In the past, they were saying one thing and they were doing
quite another thing. But this time, they have not said anything whatsoever
for the interest and welfare of the tribal people, they are intending to ignore
the tribal problems. They have only given an indication to them. AsI
said a few minutes ago that the reference to the hill people does not consti-
tute 5 per cent in this Address, Sir, we are to-dayin a life-and-death strug-
gle with regard to the soil erosion and jhum cultivation. These are the
most pressing problems for all our people living in the hills. Soil is being
eroded year by year to the tune of millions of tons and the soil going down
from the hills to the plains also helps the floods causing more damage to the
people livingin the plains. 5o, unless you solve this —problem at the soures
you cannot solve it in the plains, when this silt will be flowing from
hills to: plain areas. Sir, the other aspect o_f this.problem is the aspect
of making the land less and less fertile for the hiil agriculturists. _Ailu\nal soil
is being eaten away just 1 Ik : flesh and blood of a human being, bit by bit and
year by year. But S, the Government bave not de:cended to make even a
small fraction of reference to thus very very fundamental question.

Sir, the second thing is the border problem. Our }_)eolzlc living in the
border are stili suffering from the after effects of partition; they have lost
their markets in vakistan, And not only that, the orange trees which have
been fetching some kind of incowe for them 2re also dying one afier another
and to-day there is hardly any orange prod}zce from tht_: bordex_- areas af
Khasi Hills  Sir, we have made repeated refcrence of this question to the
Chief M.mster and to other Ministers of the S‘t_zlztc. _ We have uul.scct all the
ava.lable opportunity to bring home to the Government this pressing p 0-
blem But the (Government have not done a}nythmﬁ:. V\{c also breougnt this
question to the notice of our very efficient Minister Of‘Agrlctlxlture, but he also
in all his wisd.m has not thought it fit to make proper enquiry 1nto the causes
of this disease which is Gorruding our prﬂClOUS- orauge tiees, 'Su', the people
iy the border ore living from hand to mouih; it 18 onl‘)" with the grace of
Providence they have been able t live to-day. But Sir, I would liketo
underline this fact that the population i the border arcas is being reduced
wic people are undeifed. Lhey are.caiuig the. fevd which they had neve
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caten before, and so their rate of birth is going down and infant mor=
tality is going up. They are not dying of starvation but their number is
decreasing day by day. Sir, the Governor has not found it possible to make
any mention of this human problem in his Address.

Sir, 1 come also to the question of sanitation in the town of Shillong. The
improvement of this capital city of our State, it seems to me, that the
highups in the Government aré more concerned only with furnishing their
palatial buildings. That even in the high emergency when the Ghinese
were knocking at our doors of our country; when they have tresspassed on
areas of our country, our Ministers find it wisein keeping with their
dignity and spend 10 thousand rupees for furnishing their humble abodes.
But, Sir, what has happened to this capital city of Assam. The capital
city of the State of Assam, the town of the Khasi people who
have founded it is almost deplorable. The other day, Sir, I took
the Chief Minister on the death anniversary of the Father
of the mnation, to see certain areas of Shillong, and he was shocked
as far as I could see. “I was shocked” he kept telling me from
time to time. 1Jo these people pay taxes ? And while he was crossing a
certain lane, Sir, I was shocked to see a few drops of drain water fell on
the = Chief Minister’s dress. But that also is not enough to make the
Government alive to the problem. The people are living in the midst of insa=
nitary conditions, The roads also do not exist. If they call them roads, they are
the 15th or 16th century roads where people lived in those days.
I took also Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister. The other day he was busy;
he had previous engagement. So he could not spend so much time and
he was kind enough to go and visit one of these areas, We showed him
the land through which hundreds of school going children have to pass
every day on their way to school. - I hope, Sir, that the Finance Minister
will be able tosay somecthing during his budget speech. 1 cannot anti-
cipate him ; . I cannot criticise him in advance. I hope, he will be able
to say a kind word for us in his budget speech. But, Sir, the Government,
as far as the Governor’s Address is conceraed, is not at all keen to do any-
thing to improve the sanitary conditions of this town. Sir, I would like
to draw the atiention of this House to the fact that new colonies inbabited
by our fortunate friends from the plains of Assam and elsewhere, evenif
there are five houses, the Guvernment will spend thousands and thousands
of rupees to construct roads for them, We have no grudge ; make good
roads. We want good roads to be constructed anywhere in the town. But
why you are excending that liberality -to those who have coms only yester-
day and you are leaving out those peaple who have founded this heautifiil
town which used to be called the Paradise, the Queen of all hill stations,
the scotland of the Fast, those peopie who are responsible for tounding
this beautiful Hill Station, you are ignoring them and you are leaving them
in the midst of the most insauitary conditions of habitation. Sir, the other
day, we were invited by the Deputy Commissioner to his residence to
discuss one very important matter, iz, the constructicn of qu-.rters for
t]l‘c (_:llass IT & v emp. oyees The Chiel Executive Member of the
District Council was also present there, some M. L. As— Shri Stanley
Nichols Roy and Shri B. B, Lingdoh were also there, and the Deputy
Commissioner requested us to use our good offices to make certain lands
available near Umpling for the construction of these quarters. Ido not
know, sit, whether these quarters will be actually \cunstructed, You will
pe surprised to hear if I'intorm you that we were deadly opposed to land

pring made available-te the Gevernmwenty * Perbaps, some of tlie ‘hews ™
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Members will like to know the reason. Certain lands in the past were
made available for scitlement of the refugees, but not all of it was given
to the refugees. Some lands were reserved for the Minister the land
acquired for a public purpose for rehabilitating the refugees— some  of it,
or hall of'it was allotted to the Minister, I do not name them, Sir. If any
Member of this House is interested he may go and sec with his own naked
cyes-the breach of trust that this Government is commiiting. They want
land from us only in the self-interest of certain people, certain high-ups on
this or that pretext they take land for allotment to Ministers under the
plea of helping this or thai person.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED: Will you give a list of the
Ministers ?

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA. : I will not care because the Govern-
ment has all the information.

Shei SIDDHINATH SARMA: Iam in-charge of revenue, As far
as I know, no land has been allotted to any Minister.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA : Sometimes the knowledge of the
Ministers is limited and they sometimes require notice.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is better Mr. Hynniewta to submit the list
through me to the Minister. You can give it confidentially to me also,
I will passii cn to the Minister.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): Sir, this is the report
we have received. As regards the list of Ministers we will try to find out,
but this is the report we have received and the lands which had been
acquired for the settlement of vefugees are still lying vacant, only half of
it ias been utilised for the refugees. So this is 2 fact to which we want te
draw the attention of the House. 8ir, I would like to refer to another
question—the question of the cost of transporting potato from Shillong
to Gauhati, I made a refereace to this in the course of my specch during
the debate on the no-confidence wotion last year, and the Chief Minister
in all his goodness, while replying to the debate, gave an assurance that
he would do something about it. Thinking that the Chief Minister is a
very busy man and ne m:ght have forgptten his assurance made in the
floor of this House. I took pain to see him on a number of occasions and
of late, I met him on the 4ih of January, 1964, Then he told me ¢ Hoover,
1 will be able to make 2 mention of this in the Governor’s Address’’, and
to-day, Sir, I have strained my eyes thinking that it might te hidden in
" some secluded portion of the speech, but itis nowhere to be found. Sir,
this is a glaring case of callousness to the interest of the tribal people,
Clost of transporting potato from Shillong to Gatt!latl is. Rs. 2.20 whercas
the cost of transport from Gauhati to jorh?.t a distance of 190 miles is only
annas 10 per maund  You know, Sir, while going down from Shillong to

Gauhati very little petrol is consumed ; itis only while going up some
amount of petrol is consumed  So, it is surprising that the cost of transpor-
ting potato, the sale of which is so vital to the lives of the people of Hills,
should be Rs, 2:20, The Chief Minister hagl 8Ivén us an assurance that
he would do something about it, and now si% Or seven months have pas.ed
and vet the Government is too busy to help these backward tribal people.
A far 23 rosy promises are ceneesned, 83 fAr 29 high-sounding speechen
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are concerned, we have too many of them and enough of them, We have
suffered from over-consumption of these rosy promises, byt as far as real
work being done for the people is concerned, this Government has done
nothing. I must say these things only to score a point of debate, but T will
appeal to all the hon. Members of this House to kindly consider this
question, You are all condemning Pakistan for shooting the unfortunate
refugees. I will join with you whole-heartedly ; but it is better to shoot cn
to kill than to starve them. When we cannot feed them it is better 1o shoot
them rather than starving them driving them inch by inch to their slow
and painful death. Sir. I would request the hon.  Members of this
House to whatever political shade of opinion they belong to kindly consider
this human question, these human problems. We are all Indians. We
must be cencerned with each others problems because if the hills are
unhappy India cannot be happy. The body of mother India can never
be happy. So ‘I would request the Government, no, I order the Government
because is passed the stage of requesting the Government to do their
duty according to the sacred oath that they had taken under the Consti-
tution, Under the Constitution the Ministers have bound themselves to be
fair to all sections of the people. Yet to the Hills people they have nevee
been fair. They are ignoring the Hills people and they are leaving them to
their unfortunate. position.

Sir, I would come again to the question of Education. Iam happy
that the Minister in-charge of Education is here grecting me" with a sincere
and charming smiling face. Sir, I have been expecting that the Education
Minister will be able to fish out something from his magic box. But unfor-
tunately, we have been asking and asking for the last six months a Law
Colleze for us. I hope, he will exercise his charm on the Gauhati University,
30 that we will get the Law College here. It will not only be heneficial to the
tribal local people here, it will be beneficial to all. I think people learning law
will understand the principles of our constitution more and more. If we can
produce more and more lawyers, we may have a Government representing
the Rule of Law, which is one of the most fundamental aspects of the demo-
cratic form of Government. If our young hoys and students can understand
law without difficulty, I hope, our country will have a Rule of Law,

The Education Minister tells me that he would give us Politechnic Insti-
tute and selected a site at Mawlai for this purpose also. ‘The other
day I have discussed with him and he told me ‘that there was
gome difficulty in getting land at Mawlai. I volunieered my good
offices, and then he told me that Government was going to take land by
force. This is quite in keeping with his nature. I velunteered my good
officers to meet those land owners and explained to them that the construc-
tion of the Institution would be done only in the town area of Mawlai and
it would serve the interest of our tribal people. 1 requested the officer
concerned to see me in this connection, I am _quite sure that the Educa-
tion Minister is too busy with other education matters and he has not
been able to direct his officer to mecet me. I would urge upon him to
utilise his good offices.

Sir, I must thank the Education Minister who is also the Minister in-
charge of Co-operative Societies, because he was so helpful in creating the
Co-operative Society at Barabazar comprising the fish sellers of the Barabazar
who have heen all these years granting under the monopolists control of one
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section of fish traders. I hope, Sir, Lis interest will not end here after
registering the society. He will have to follow the development of this
society. Sir, the Chief Minister also told me when I met him in the
month of January last, he said that his conscience is always pricking when

he realised that the Khasi traders at Barbazar has to borrow money at -
the abnormal rate of interest. They are to borrow Rs.20 in the morning

and to return Rs.23 inthe ecvening and so interest of Rs.20 comes o
Rs.3 within 12 hours. So, Sir, it works out Rs.15 for rupees one hundred
within 12 hours or so. I feel that this is too much and most inhuman
exploitation of the small Khasi people. At a public meeting, the other
day, the Chief Minister referred to the bank. I volunteered my good
offices to see that the bank which was started in 1958, function properly
and efficiently and which is doing nething so long. The Chief Minister
entrusted the work to one officer’ to give a report of this bank and that
officer in keeping with his duties completed the report long hack and
submitted it to the Chief Minister, I believe. But uptil now nothing is
done in this direction.

Shri DEV KANT BOROOAH (Minister, Education): The report
was submitted only a few days back. It surely takes time to be studied by
the Government.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): I am not accusing the
Co-operative Minister who is very very co-operative. This report was
prepared at the instance of the Chief Minister himself. I gave him rings
after ring, but I tould not get him. It was the Chief Minister whose con-
science pricks and not the Iducation Minister. So, Sir, I believe that
sympathy for the (ribal people come so speedily. I hope, the Govern-
ment which has the sacred task of running the administration for whole
of Assam, will also perform its duties to the Hill people also.

Sir, the other day, while speaking on the proposal made by the Prime
Minister to the delegation of the All Party Hill Leaders Conference, I told
this August House that a wind of change is blowing over the whole of Assam.
I am not expected to play the role of a Prophet, but as far as 1 see this wind
of change is blowing over Assam and what will happen, if you try to arrest
that wind ? When the very wind is prevented, the cyclone may take place.
The other day, we saw that when Government tried to arrest this wind of the
change from blowing of its own course a cyclone exploded in the Barahazar
area and other parts of the town. We did not want this incident to take place

and wedid our level best but, regardless of all our attempts this incident °

took place and innocent blood was shed. I would not go into this problem
at great length now, because as I have already said at the outset that
we shall be discussing these things when we discuss the No-confidence
motion, But I tell the Government and I tell the people of Assam
that you cannot prevent this wind from blowing, you cannot prevent
the water from flowing underground and when it comes, it will be more
dangerous and it will take you by surprise and do more damage.

I would come to the last point.
My. SPEAKER : Your timeis up.

Shei HOOVER HYNNIEWTA: 1 would request you to give me a
few minutes more.
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Mrx. SPEAKER : Notmore than five minutes.

Shri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): Sir, that point is th - election
of the District Council. Sir, our Government is always professing to be the
believers in the democratic principles, The life of the present | District .
Council in the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills expired one year and |
two months ago. But, up-till-now, the elections were not held. I mst t e
Chief Minister again and aga n—-and acain and again, I met him!
in September last and also on the 4th of January last. We, the l-aders.
including the Chief Execulive Member of the UDistrict Council met him -
on the 2nd February this year. He told us that he would be guided -
by the opinion of the Advocate General. There are certain legal difficulties. .
pointed out by the Election Department. One Legal KRemembrancer !
gave a green signal that under Special rule 4, the Government could hold
the election and wlen arrangements were being made for the delimitation
of the constituency by the District Council he gave a green signal.  But:
Government did not ho!d the election because his view was not up to their 3
desire, They have consulted another lawyer and eventually the matter
was referred to the Advocate General. He also gave a green signal that :
the elecuon could be held. Then the Chief Minister said that he would
be guided by tne cpinion of the Advocate General and to-day, one month -
has passed and we donot know whether the guidance of the Advocate
General is being put into practice. Sir, 1 hope, my other friends will refer
to this question at greater length. Since the time at my disposal is very
limited T w.uld say only this much. Government will force the people
to resort to demonstration—a peaceful demonstration. But I do not know,
if in the midst of the present strained atmosphere prevailing in the town,
resorting to a  demonstration will improve the law and order position of the
town. 1f the Government force us into it we have no other al:ernative. We
must be allowed to select our representatives once for every five yeas, other-
wise, democracy cannot function. So, Sir, I would sound a note of warning
to the Government that if they do not want any more strain. in. the
atmosphere prevailing in the town, I would urge upon them to hold the
election immediately, if they are willing at all to do so. Peihaps, they want
one or more members of the District Council should die so that the
party position will reverse and a more friendly district ccuncil administration
with Government would be brought into being. They are waiting for one
year and two months, yet the Province has not thought it fit to
fulfil the desire of the Government. So, Sir, if they really swer by the
name of democracy and if they are believers in - democracy they will hold
the election of the Distiict Council which is under the cireoi the Govern
ment so that it can also function under the democratic basis, -

_Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Mr. Speaker: Sir,
while supporting the amendment m tion on the Governor's Address moved
by my esteemed leader, I want to make a few observations. Sir, I will be
failing in my duty if I do not point out the lacunaec I h.ve fo nd here.in
the Governor’s Address,  Sir, to my opinion, the Governor’s Address can be
termed as a stercotyped manuscript which we have seen last year and also
in the previous vears. It consists of only 13 pages and it can be very well
imagined what a correct picture of the various problems of the State it can
give, specia}ly in respect of the development program ne and the general
administration.  Apart from this, it is surprising that in this 13 paged -
Address we have found that there are. some ommissions for. which the..:
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Governor had to send a correction slip after he had already delivered his
speech. This sort of skin deep seriousness on the part of the Government
clearly reflexes inefficiency of the Governmental machinery.

The major lacunae in the Governor’s Address is with regard to the law
and order situaiion of the State which other Hon. Members have also
referred to.  Sir, until and unless there is security of life and property as
envisaged in the Constitution cf India how can there be progress and wel-
fare of the people. If the Government does not function properly there
cannot be any development, there cannot be prosperity in this Frontier
State. We are greatly concerned with the internal secu ity of the State
which, as you know, is surrounded by enemies from all corners. Sir, we
have observed the ccmplacency of the Governnent as revealed by the
Go.ernor in his Address in respect of law and order situation. It is
expressed therein that the law and order situation of the State as a whole is
satisfactory. Sir, can it be called a satisfactory situation when the man
in the street cannot move about safely in the very capital of the State ?
For the sake of maintenance ot law and order this administration had to
resort to as many as four firings, i. ¢., one in 1959 at Jorhat, one in 1960 at
Gauhati, one in 1961 at Silcuar and one in 1964 on the 17th Febtuary Lere
in the Barabazar «rea within the State capital itself. Sir, in this way or
that way the Government are killing the innocent people. Sir, even under
the very nose of those who are in the helm of affairs who are responsible
for the maintenance of law and order, it is surprising that a mob camre and
set’ fire to the Police Beat House and Police vehicles and so cn andso
forth. Even in front of the Police officials, the Home Minister and other high-
upsof the Government machinery, the police who arejinscharge,of the task or
maintenance of law and order, could not find their lives secure. What is the
reag.n, what measures Government have taken to prevent such occurrences
and to protect the life and property of all the people in the State ? It can
be easily imagined what steps they can adopt to save the life and property
of the people in other parts of the State while they are failing to protect the
lives and properties of the police themselves under the very nose ot the
high-ups of the administration in the heart of the Capital and what guaran-
tee they could give to the people for the security of their lives and proper-
tics. In the context of these incidents, I feel that the Chief of the Folice
has failed miserably in discharging his duties and for the general interest
of the people I would urge upon the Government to replace him imme-
diately as it is.shameful on his part to create such a situation in the State
Capital where the Police personnel are afraid even to petrol the Streets after
dusk. Sir, it is surprising that if one goes out in the evening or at night
in this capital town of Shillong, he will not find a single police man in the
strects and that shows alzo that there is no law and order and that also proves
the inefficiency of the Police department and the Government. In view of
- such inefficiency on the part of the police department, the Government
had: to cail for the help of the militarx to restore law and order.  When
the situation is such, what is the m aning of having this ctvil admir jstra-
tion ? Sir, for all this the people are losing fith in the civil administra-
tion. It is my apprehension, Sir, that since 1960, there has been a third
party. which has been trying to create some trouble i our State. May I
pause for a reply to know who is this third party who is trying to create
disaider inside our State with some ulterior motive ? In the working of
the present set up of the administration a suspicion is arising that there is
something wrong some where, Many of the Hon. Members have also expres-
seska concern that there is something wrong in the present adminissragive
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machinery itself, This is not only my individual opinion but it is the opinion
of the entire people of the State of Assam that sometihing is wrong in the pre-
sent administrative machinery. Until and unless something is done to over-
haul the entire administrative machinery, especially the police department,
there will be no improvement of law and order in the State. It is known
to all that for the inefficiency of the police department some troubles take
place and for that the Deputy Inspector General of Police and also the
Inspector General of Police have to appear at the site.  What is the reason
for the Inspector General of Police to go to such troubled spots himself
when the Superintendent of Police is responsible for the District? And
ever then it is surprising to note that at the hands of the police party or
the armed police some persons have to lose their lives. Therefore, Sir, it
is a clear proof of the inefficiency of the police department aund for which
the entire population of the State are losing faith in the civil administra-
tiom. It is for this reason, Sir, a thorough overhaul in the police depart-
ment is necessary, Otherwise, there cannot be any peace and maintenance
of law and orde1 in the State cannot be ensured.

In this connection, I want tc mention about another very important
and sad thing, My Hon, Friend, the leader of the Opposition, referred to
one incident that took place in Jowaiin which the lite of one of our
colleagues had been threatened, When the representatives of the people
have no security of life and property then how the common people ‘can
expect 1o get security of life and property ? May I pause fora reply as
to how such a criminal attempt could escape the notice of the Police and
whether the culprits have been arrested ?

Another incident that has been referred to by the same Hon, Men ber is
about the incident on the last Idd-day when the head of a cow was thrown
into the house of Shri Tarapada Bhattacharya, a Member of this House
who is also present here.  When the police or the Deputy Commissioner
wanted to take action on the matter I am sorry to observe that there were
some sort of interference from some untouvchable high-ups. I cannct under-
stand what is the use of such an interference. I hat also shows that there
is something wrong in the entire administrative machinery. There are
sincere officers who want to do things properly, but alway: there have been
some interference. What is the intention of a particular person holding a
high position to visit that area at the time. Isit with an intention to hush
up the matter ?

The ol.her day, Sir, the Chief Minister even expressed great concern
about the situation that is Prevailing in the distict of Nowgong, I am
very much surprised to observe that my Hon. Friend, Shri Rupram Sut and
anather colleague {rom Nowgong wanted to bypass the statement given by
the Chicf Minister. 1 have full sympathy for those Hon, Members, but, in
actual practice, while they are going to speak on the Governor’s Address,
Shri Rupram Sut ought not to have given such expression of his mind that
differs from the Statcment of the Chie} Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: That s 4 sort of expression which you should avoid,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Alright, Sir. Another
situation that has been created inside the State is a velry grave one and
abou this, €xpression has been made by all concerned, not only in this
House but outside as welland even by the Home Minister himself, about some
Pakistani ring that is working heve in the capital itself and this is being done
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_by the Pakistani agents. Up till now, the police department has not been
_able 10 take any effective step against this movement. If this work of the
_Pakistan: ;itg gee on in this way then the sccurity of this frontier State
cannot be maiutained. After my careful observation, I fouad that the work
of this Pakistani ring is n t against certzin individual or indivi uals but
_against the endre State.  We also should rct forget that while we are going
. to maintain law and order scrupulously we must at ali cost have to maintain
and resp:ct secularism. Governm: nt should, however, note that we should
not maintain seculari-m at the cost o' the securitv of the State. We are
ready to make soiue sacrifice to se= that our motherland always remains a
Secular State. - That is why, Sir, I appeai to ail the members of this House
irrespective of castc or creed to put their heads together to find out the root
_cause of thistrouble and to remeve it immediat-ly so that we can maintain
_peace and order amon st all communiues of this frontier State.

! Now, Sir, I am comins to anorher important matter and it is about the
trouble created on t'e Na a Hills border. We note with regret that in
those places maximum number of incidents took place and yet Goverament
has not taken effective steps to stop such incidents  Sir, onthe 7th January
last at about 6 p m a gang consisting o! about 180 to 200 hostile Naga
people came to Gaharichowa village under the Titabar police station and
attacked the village people and burnt almost all their houses and as a
result, nearly 25 familbies have been rendered homeless. It is surprising
to note, Sir, that though at a d stauce of about half a furlong there is a
police outpost but the polics did not come to their rescue and when the
people went to inform them about it they were driven out and even vhen
the Deputy Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police of Sibsagar
came to learn about it, the border security pe 'ple did not turn up at the
spot saying that it was not their duty to do anything. Tnere is another
police outpost nearly 2% miles away from that spot and from there also no
help came for the rescue of the people.  Sume Naga peaple have resorted to
violence and injured 8 people, 3 seriously, and after that incident some
more depredations are going on in the area and they escaped safely without
any action from the side of the Border police. Sir, they have g'ven a
threatening letier. 'They have circulated a leaflet and it reads like this:
“Beware of small nations”. It is from the Federal Government of Nagaland.
“Ever since 1954, the Indian imperialism has enforced continued reign of
terror in Nagaland. Arson, concentration camp, poverty, raping and
genocide are the general fatz of the unarmed and undefended innocent
Nagas since then In order to effect Nagaland s early forced marriage -with
Ind'a, India spared no evil undene. but, without any resuit upto-date.Nehru,
theref 1¢, being in desperacy has again resoived to put the whole population
of Nagaland in concentration cainps under the beautiful name of willage
remodelling with immediate effect. ;

We do not mean fo cause village remodelling in Assam. This i:signi-
ficant visit of the Niga Aruiy to Assam is but a message to political thinkers
of Indis; if she has any. So long as the Indian Army carrics on her reign
of terror in Nagalard, we sincerely inform the people of Assam not 1o con-

d the Naga Army ” :
cmgfl‘r.eSPlgAKER: How did you get it ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: I gotit from the village people
in the Nagaland Borders. ;

Myx. SPEAKER : Puss it on to me when you have finished.,

s
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Shyi DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorkat): I shall give it to you, Sir.
In this way, the Nagas are creating disturbance in our borders but no effective
steps have so far been taken by the Administration to maintain peace in ths
border areas. When the Chief Minister visited that area the lucal people
demanded immediate removal of the Maharastra Police because they were
doing just nothing. Sir since 1926, this particular village has bzen attacked
by tae Nagas four times but no steps have been taken by our Government
to restore peace and security to the villagers in that locality. [t is amizing to
note that up-till-now our Intellisence Depaitment has not been able to gather
any informativn and they have totally failed. I have got information that
four Naga generals are in the Doyang Reserve in Sibsagar District and
they are trying to att ck Moriani and ‘litabar Railway Stations. They are
also trying to derail the goodstrain just to loot and create disturbance. Sir,
if our Border Security Police are not vigilant, then we cannct maintain
security in that area. "Therefore, I consider that until and unless our
Government ta es up the matter with the Nagaland Government to solve
the problem, the lives and properties of the people living in the border areas
will not be safe. Sir, we have been speaking about this matter repeatedly
since 1962 but no action has yet been taken by our Government. My
submission to the Government through youa, Sir, is that instead of the
Maharastra Police, the Assam Rifles should be posted there. At the same
time, our Government shouls] take up the matter with the Nagaland Govern-
ment because they have a special resoonsibility i1 this regard. Besides,
improvement of the border roads should also be taken up. -

As I have already stated earlier, Sir, our Police force is so inefficient
that in the first week of February last azain 300 Naga Armz1 Force: have
crossed over to Pakistan through Maibong. As my friend, Shri Hoover
Hynniewta said just now, we only get flowery assurance [rom the Govern-
ment but actually they have done nothing Therefore, this Goverament
has no moral right-~though they may have legal right—to occupy the
‘Gaddr’. :

Sir, the Governor’s :address is practically. silent about another very
important question and that is regarding traffic control. Itissaid that the
Government have set up a Committes and they are waiting for the recom-
mendation of that Committee. You know, Sir, that so inany accideats are
taking place every day all over the State. Therefore, I submit to the
Government, through you, that they should take im:mediate effective steps
to have a separate unit of Traffic Conirol You know, Sir, about the

“accident thav took plice at Gauhati, but us-till-now, no compensation has
been paid for the lives lost. Thercfore, the local Disteict or Subdivisional
officers should be given the full power to s=ttle the claim for conpensation.
At the same time, the speed limit within the town area should be restricted
ag’in the case of Dighoi.

Now I come to the most important problem and that is regarding
Pakistani infiltration into Assam. Sir, very recently, the Government
of India, under pressurc from the State Government, have s:t up six
Tribunals, }

Mzx. SPEAKER : Your time is up. Only five minutes more.

. Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Please give me some more
time, Sir. Up-till-now, no effective steps have been taken to drive out the
Pak infiltrators. Now the problem of Pakistani refugees has come up. Our
Finance Minister was prompt enouzh in informing the Government of
India that there is no land “available here for renabilitation of the recent
refugees from East Pakistan, We would have been very much pleased if he
could be equally prompt enough in driving out the Pak infiltrators. Sir, in the
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Governor’s Address it has been mentioned that six Tribunals have been set up,
but actually up-til-now on y two have been set up. Tke Government of India
assured the State Government of financial help but even then all the Tribunals
have not been set up. Sir, in order to protect the rights and pri ileges of the
minority community Tribunals have been set up. But may I krow from
the Government what they have done to satisfy the sentiments of the people
of the majority community ? As a result of the Pak infiltration our internal
sccurity and safety has been disturbed and we find that our administration
is also creating some trouble. Sir, here we wantto treat all equally and
we want to live hete like brothers and sisters. In 1947, when there were
communal disturbances throughout the country the people of Assam lhved
peacefully, This time also when trouble was going on in Pakistan and
Pakistan Government was torturing the minority community there and
there was communal ‘trouble in West Bengal, our people here in Assam
are living like brothers and sisters and there is no trouble. It is only for
the Government machinery some trouble arose. They are doing everything
for their personal benefit. As my friend, Shri Khagendra Nath Nath
said that the problem could be easily solved if the minority community
come forward to solveit. In Bihar the minority community have given
24 warning to Ayub Khan by adopting. resolutions to the effect that the
minority would come forward to solve this problem. Sir, when the security
of the State is involved there should not be any distinction among the
people living in the State. These people living in this State if they do
not consider themselves to be Indian or to be citizens of India they should
quit from here and if they do not, the Government should take effective
stéps against them It is high time Sir, that this Government should
think seriously this problem created by the refugees from Fast Pakistan,
because, as my friend, Shri Hynniewta has already said, we have no land
to rehabilitate these refugees. Therefore, T would urge upon the Govern-
ment to drive out these Pakistani infiltrators and to root out this problem
and then only land will be available for settlement of the unfortunate
refugees. It is only the question of time. So, Sir, my humble submission
is that if this Government cannot solve this refugees problem and stabi-
lise the law and order situation in the State, I apprehend there will
be mass uprising. Sir, we all know that this Pakistan refugee problem is
a never-cnding business as expressed by the Prime Minister and the
Union Home Minister. It is, thereiore, high time Sir, that this Govern-
ment should take up seriously with the Central Government so that they
can make some permanent settlement of this problem. Now, Sir, so far
my experience in this connection goes, when I visited Delhi in Decem-
ber last and met both the Prime Minister and the Urion Minister, [
could understand from them that this Government totally failed to apprise
the Central Government of the actual position of this problematic State
of Assam and for that it is not possible on the part of the Government of
India to take effective measures to solve those problems. 1 have more
than once told this August House that we the younger sections of the
people of this State want to live peacefully, we want to live !ﬂ(e brothers
and sisters with all kind of people who had made Assam their home. By
it is the elderly section of the people who are creating divisions just to
meet their selfish ends.

Mr, SPEAKER ; The House stands adjourned till 2 p, M. to-day,

Adjournnaent

'The Assembly was then adjouraed till 2 p. M. for lunch,
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(After Lunch)
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¢“Members of the minority community of Dhing area panicked on
hearing a rumcur that members of the majority community were going
to aitmk ‘hem Further confusion was caused by the shouts of school
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muni 'y of Kawaimari and surrounding villages started fleeing in panic.
They were met by Magistrate patrolling witn Armed Police in the area
in connection with Idd dutics reassured and sent back, The incident had
- no further overtone.”
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Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, while supporting the motion of thanks
for the Governor’s Address I want to make a few observations in the
course of my speech. Sir, much has been said about the Pakistani in=
filtratjon into the State of Assam and so I do not want to dwell much on
this matter which has already been dealt with by some of my friends on the
floor of this- House. The point I want to deal with now is with regard to
the Tribal Welfare Advisory Councils and other matters. For the infor-
mation of the House, I like to say that these Tribal Advisory Councils are
not constituted as per provisions of theIndian Constitution. Sir, we
have been demanding that Scheduled Tribe Advisory Councils should be
constituted as per Fifth Schedule of the Indian Constiution, but in the case
of Assam these Advisory Councils have not been constituted as per Fifth
Schedule of the 1ndian Constitution and since they have not been formed
or constituted as per this Schedule they have no binding force or statutory
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right at all and the recommendations of these Advisory  Councils remain
unimplemented. Since these Advisory Councils have not been formed, as
I said, as per provisions of the Fifth Schedule they are not of
much use to the tribal people. The character of these Advisory
Councils is of an advisory nature just like Supply Advisory
Board. Morever, Sir, these Advisory Councils do not meet in time
but they sit according to the convenience of the Ministers concerned.
So, if these Advisory Councils would have keen formed as per provi-
sions of the Indian Constitution then it would have been mandatory
on the part of the Government to call the meetings of the Board at
fixed time at least twice or three in a year. Sir, when I met one of my
friends from the Hills areas I asked him, of course—I do not remember,
his name, about these Tribal Advisory Councils he told me that he
knew nothing about them and he never attended even one of those
meetings. So, if the Government actually feels for the development and
welfare of the Scheduled Tribes people especially of the Plains Schedule
Tribes the Advisory Councils, especialls Advisory Councils for the Plains
Tribal should be constituted as per Fifth Schedule of the Indian Cons-
titution otherwise they will be of nouse to the people for whose welfare
they were meant.

My second point Sir, is concerning the Tribal Belts and Blocks.
Some 5 years ago a Sub-Committee was formed and that Sub-Committee
submitted a report obout the workings of the Tribal Belts and Blocks
about six months ago, We expected that the recommendations of this
Sub-Committee would be placed before this House but till today those
recommendations have not been placed before this House and even
officers working in the Tribal Areas Department do not know anything
about those recommendations, When I happened to meet of these oflicers,
namely, Shri Rajeswar Das, I asked him about thoge recommenda-
jions of the Sub-Committee and he told me that hedid not. know any-
thing about them. So, I had to explain to him about the matter and the
Minister concerned was pressed to call a meeting of the Advisory.
Council to discuss about the recommendaticns of the Sub-Committees
But, no meeting for discussion of the subject was called despite  my
repeated request to the Minister, Tribal Areas Department. It seem
that the Minister, Tribal Area Department is not serious  about this.
Had he been serious he would have complied with our request and called
a meeting of the Advisory Council for discussion of the recommenda-
tions of the said Sub-Comittee.

Sir, mention may be made here that there are a large number of
encroachers in the tribal belts and blocks. Most of the Hon. Mem-
bers who have gone to Gauhati have seen large number of non-Tribal
people encroaching upon the lands near Veterinary College in Beltola mauza.
These lands kept encroached—upon fall within Tribal Belts and Blocks.
Sir, a.large number of Pucca houses are being erected there on the lands
falling within the tribal belts and blocks and on my enquiry I came to
learn that these people are all encroachers and in the very eyes of the
Government  these encroachers are erecting their houses on the lands
falling within the tribal belt and block, If the Government is sincere
about the welfare of the tribal people, I request the Government to
evict these persons for with. Further, I request the Government to see
that these encroachers are evicted and also see that the recommendations
made by the Sub-Committee are implemented and placed before the
House.
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.. The Commission appointed under Article 339 of the Constitution in
April 1960 under the Chairmanship of Shri U.N. Dhebar submitted its
reports, in October 1961. Sir, the recommendation have heen received
by our Government and if the recommendations of the Dhebar Com mis-
siomn are accepted and implemented, I think these backward people can
easily come to the level of other advanced sections of the people within
two to three ycars; but our Government has not taken any steps for
implementation of these recommeéndations. So, I request the Govern-
dament to take serious note of these things and try to see that the recomen-
tions made by the Dhebar Commission are implemented without any
further delay. I do nut like to read out the rccommendations as this is

a lengthy report and it will tnke a lotof time of the House. I think,
overnment also got a copy of the report.

Sir, I have gone through the report of the Commissioner for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes for the year 1961-62 and there one thing has
been mentioned which is about giving legal aid to the poor Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe people. This legal aid has been given to various
other States both during the Second and Third Year Plans by the Cenitre
under Article 275 of the Constitution but our State since no such scheme
has been submitted to the centre by our Government. If this scheme would
have been submitted to the Government of India, I think, the Government
could have rendered some legal aid to the poor Scheduled Castes and

_Scheduled Tribes people of our State. 1 hope there is still time for it and
Government will come forward with a suitable scheme for giving legal aid

to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes people deserving legal aid for protec-
tion of their property.

Then, my third point is regarding the site for the establishment of the
office of the Assistant Secretary, Elementary Basic Education for Majuii.
Sir, against the wish of the majority people of nlajuli this office, i.e, the
office of the Assistant Secretary was going to be located at Garamur. The
Anchalik Panchayat, the four Mandal Congress Committee, the District
Congress Committee and the representative of that constituency ie., I,

- submitted representations to the Government to the effect that the office
should be located at Kamalabari. Asa result of these representations
Government have kept the matter pending. So, I request the Government
to see that the opinion of the majority ol the people is taken into account
and the office is located at Kamalabari. This is wanted by one and all,
Therefore, I bring this matter to the notice of the Finance Minister as well
as the Chief Minister and the Education Minister.

My fourth point is regarling di:tribution of grantstc L.P. Schools in
Jorhat Subdivision. In the matter of distribution of grants especially to
L. P. Schools situated in the different constituencies of Jorhat Sub-division
~ special stress has been yiven to the constituency from where the Deputy
Minister of Education has been returned. Majority of the grants except
flood damage grants of the last floods, althoug:h my cons_tituen(n{ is the worst
victims, are given to the Schools of her constituency as if there is no need o!
such granis in other constituencies. So, I request the Chief Minister and
the Finance Minister to see so that the grants to L. P. Schools for Jorhat
Sub-division are distributed equilly amongst ail the scheols of the Sub-
division and that justice is dene to us all.

e House is well aware that Majuli has also got an Arts College and
the College has heen given recognition by the Varsity, but it has not been
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given any grant, either recurring or non-recurring till to-day by Govern
ment. So, I request the Chief Minister to see that other recurring and
non-recurring grants are given to this College. e
My Fifth point is regarding the rehabilitation of the flood and erosion
affected people of the Jorhar Sub-division. Sir, in the year 1962, in the
month of November, the Revenue Minister himself came to Jorhat and in
consultation with the leading persons including M .L.As. and M.P.s., found
out some Government waste land and P.G.1.s for rehabilitation of the flood
affected people of Jorhat Sub-division and dircction was left with the D.C,
to rchabilitate the flo.d and erosion affected people on these lands, but due
to the inactivity of the Deputy Commissioner, the directions given by the
Minister was not implemented and the other day three or four monrths ago
when the Minister, Revenue went there it was brought to; his notice that his
direction was not carried out. The Minister felt much annoyed when he
came to know of this. So, if the officers neglect to execute the directions
of the Government in this way, I do not think Government will be able to
solve the problem of rehabilitating all these flood affected people. Along
with this, T want to bring to the notice of the Government, especially to the
Revenue Department, that somie persons were given settlement of land at
Barbheta Sapori in 1960 or 1961 but these persons have not been given
possession till today. The ground is that the plots of lands allotted to these
people have been kept encroached upon by other people. It is really
surprising that the persons who have been given allotment of land on
Government waste lands cannot be given possession simply because the
plots of lands allotted are under encroachment. As such, I request the
Gcevernment to take prompt action in giving possession to the allottees by
removing the encroachment. This matter was brought to the notice of the
Revenue Minister during the Autumn Session but no fruitful action has
been taken till to-day. The matter was also brought to the notice of the
Deputy  Commissioner, Sibsagar. But it was of no use. If the
Government cannot remove the encroachers, what the people will
think of this Government. So, Irequest the Governmentto remove the
encroachers and give possession to those persons to whom the land has been
given seitlement. Not only that Sir, some 200 bighas of land from one of
Randharijan P.G.R. in Jorhat Subdivision had been dereserved for rehabili-
tation of flood affected people of Majuli on individual basis and the order
for settlement on individual basis was passed by Government some two years
ago. But the persons fer whom this P, G. Rs had been thrown open lave
not been given settlement till to-day. When I asked the S. O. about the
reason, then he told me the list of the allottees had been sent to the Deputy
Commissioner for approval and the list is to be approved by the Land Advi-
sory Committee. ,
But, for the information of the Revenue Minister I say that no meeting
of the L. S. A. C. was held for approval of the list of the allottees. The
D. C. culled the meeting of the Committee twice but on two occasions he
had to postpone the meetings on the very datesof the meetings without
assigning any reason. So, since [uly last, there was no meeting, 1n spite of
mysell and Mr. D, Barua, m. 1. A, made requests to him to call the meeting
of the Land Advisory Committee. The meetings calft_:d after our requisi-
tion had been also postponed. It is not known when the next meeting will
be called, e
So, I request the Revenue Minister tosee that the settlemen_t-: i3
expedited and action may be taken against the D, C, for not expeditinig
the matter, ;
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up Mr. Pegu ?

8hri MAL CHANDRA PEGU [Majuli (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)]: Sir, one thing more. The Governor, in his Address,
bas also laid much stress regarding removal of corruption. Sir,
I will cite a concrete instance here. Sir, I myself submitted a repre-
sentation to the Excise-Minister against the Excise Superintendent of Sibsa-
gar District, Sri A. Sarma during the last session for taking undue advan-
tage during the case settlement of Excise shops of Jorhat Subdivision and
enquiry was made as a resulc of my representation. The Excise Commis-
sioner  conducted the enquiry. Hearing that adverse report against the
Excise Superintendent has been submitted to the Government by the Excise
Commissioner, the Superintendent has come to Shillong and has been
approaching ‘M ‘L. As. and Ministers pleading for his cause. If this
corrupt officer ‘against whom “inquiry is going on is allowed to plead
his ciuse before the ‘Ministers and ‘M. L. As , I doubt very much whether
corruption’ can be rooted out from the country. So, I request the
Government that when there are specific charges against this officer, he
should not be allowed to approach any M. L. A. or Minister.

Sir, the Embankment and Drainage Advisory Committee was. constitu-

ted in the year 1962 and that Cempmittee has not been called till to-day.
he reason is notknown tous, I am also one of the members of that
Committee, When people meet me and ask me about the fate of that
Committee, I am not in a position to tell them anything. So, I request the

Government to enlighten me why that Adyvisory Committee has not been
called even once.
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Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS [North-Salmara (Reserved for Sche-
duled Caste)|: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank the Governor for his kindly
reviewing the main problems of the State. The Governor has given an
indication that the security question is not very satisfactory ou the gound
of conimued hostility ol tne neighbouring countries, Pakistan and China.
Sir, many of our Hon’ble friends have discussed about the security of the
State, 1 teel that Assam is in a danger zone and it has Lecome the hot bed of
enemies. By encmies, I mean Pakistani agents, Chinese agents, fifth colum-
nists, anti-social elements, black-marketeers, profiteers smugglers and so on.
Therefore, we must fight twoth and nail these agents which are lke internal
germs which cause more serious condition and produce serious disease than
the external germs. S0, we 1iust be cautions about our int.rnal enemies like
the internal germs in our body. Therefore, we must deal'with this situation
very seriously. I woald suggest that in certain probable disturbed places and
also in some strategic places armed P olice should be posted 10 maintain law
and order. Home-guards, 1he village defence party, V. D, T. etc. should
be mobilised to keep an €ye and keen vigilance on thp Pak infiltrants and
other bad elements. Also there should be peace Co{nmlttees in the sub-divi-
sional level as well asin Panchayat level to inaintain the morale climate of
the people, because for sometime past, it has been seen that communal
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tension is growing in the state. From time to time it occurs in different
parts of the State. This is no doubt a very serious thing and it cannot
be neglected.

I also sometimes fail to understand why our people bring in the quesw
tion of minority and majority when we are concerned with national unity.-
This leads to the communal feeling more and meore. Therefore, I have to
raise this question in the national interest because more the talk about mi-
nority and majority community more it disturbs communal harmony. Our
women folk are also a minority community and these sometime may also show
their helplessness. Similarly, if we consider about the poor people, they are
also a majority and the rich people are the minority. Here this majority may
ieel helplessness and fear to be exploited by the rich minority. So, it is a mis-
nomer to talk about majority and minority. Sir, Government has faced the
criticism about promulgamation of Section 144 in certain areas of the State.
I think this was necessary to maintain law and order because prevention is
always better than cure.  When we apprehend troubles it is surely wise on
the part of Government to promulgate this Section 144; otherwise we do not
know what may happen. Therelore, taking into consideration all the
experiences of the post, I think, the Government was justified in promulga-
ting Section 144 in certain areas. But, I also admit that the administration
of police is not satisfactory.

My Hon’ble friend, Shri Knhagendranath Nath cited instances akbout
establishment of police outposts at a distance of every 5 to 6 miles so that
they can safely and easily move on the good roads. But there is negligence
on the part of the Government in this respect, in spite of repeated
reminders and request and at least in my own constituency with a population
of 1 lakh 72 thousands, there is not such police outposts. During the
last three years I had to run to my constituency only to help in maintaining
peace after certain troubles. I have found that Government is not very
often correctly informed by the police when 1here is occurrence of any
trouble because some police officials do not like to go into the interior
places because of difficult communication to find out the trouble makers.
Sir, in a distance of about 28 miles thereis not a single outpost between
North Salmara thana and Sorbhog thana and it is because probably there
is mo good communication. When I raised this point, I was informed
that as there was less number of crimes registered in the nearby thanas
there is no justification for opening an outpost. When the communication
is bad in this distance of 24 miles, except in the winter season, how is it
possible for people to come to register cases of any crimes etc. to North
b‘alme_lra and so the number of registered cases in the record may be less.
But, if a proper and thorough enquiry is madeit will be revealed that
there are cases of crimes which, on the other hand, come to our notice and
which have gone unattended to from police side. Police Out Posts should
be set up as preventive measure too. Moreover, Sir, there are dc_:ubtful
elements among the police people who manipulate things in a -dlﬁ'crent
way. Therefore, Sir, I request the Government to consider this matter
and to make an enquiry into it. I am quite prepared to give materials
in this respect. But itisa known fact that police sometimes do not give
correct information to the Government and Government also readily accept
any J.nfo_rmation given by the police without taking us into confidence how
far the information is correct. Such statements or information given by
the police can well be further enquired into through the Panchayat or Sub-

divisional Officer or Deputy Commissioner concerned in case of any
complaints.
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Sir, coming to the question of corruption, I do not Ilike to take

much time of the House by discussing elaborately. I may say that itis
the opinion of all that very little is done to root it out. I gave certain
informations about complaints for taking action by the Government but
nothing has been doneso far. I, therefore, suggest that if Government is
sincere to root out corruption from the State then they should sect up an
expert committee for the purpose. Sir, more establishment of an anti-
corrruption department or augmenting the stafl’ for this purpose is not
enough. Government should try to find out the reasons why people have
to go for corruption and they become corrupt minded. This is very
imporiant. Mere inflicting punishmeut for corruption is also not enough.
Government should try to take preventive measures and if that is done
then, I think, this problem can'be tackled in a scientific way. It is
my. belief that there are many people who have been compelled by circum-
stances to be corrupt minded because they find that there is great
disparity between their earning and the price levil of essential com-
modities and such other things have gone high and for want. Therefore,
Sir, I have given thought over the matter and believe thatit will help
us- a lot if we take some expert’s advice to tackle this burning preblem.
Itis my experience that sometime when a person is to be punished fur his
corrupt practices often he gets relief at the hands of Government and so they
escape without punishment. I want to cite an instance. Certain companies
have cheated the Government by their bad dealings and overcharges, ctc.
and have been recommended to be blacklisted and after some time, again, it
was found that those companies have been selected for supply of certain ma=-
terials as approved firms. I do not understand how companies once proposed
to be black-listed can again be selected and approved as dealers or suppliers.
So, Sir, Government should take serious steps againstsuch persons who
are responsible for such thing and give appropriate punishment.
. Now, B8ir, I would like to refer to one burning question, You are
aware that a strike notice has been given by the Medical college students.
It is very unfortunate. Once I gave a hint to the Government that things
are not going well there. But there is a limit to one’s patience. First I
accused the students, but, latter on, I found that it is the Government who
seem to be responsible for the cause of this strike. But Government secm to
have paid little attention to this. For control of leprosy no proper facilities
are given, Though the Department concerned is very anxious to do something
in this respect, we find the lepers are still going about in the towns. At
Gauhati, in the heart of the tcwn a leprosy patient was lying as hall dead.
It is really disgraceful. I, therefore, request the Government to see that
some effective steps are taken for the control of leprosy. The work so
far done by the department concerned in this respect is not satisfactory.
We as member of the medical profession are very eager to extend
our co-operation in this matter, but sometime we feel that to cry in this
House is equal to a cry in the wilderness. In spite of our eagerness to
extend on co-operative in this matter G_m:emment seems (0 be not keen to
enlist help. But, Sir, at least for public interest something must be done for
the eradication of this menace. A commltteo_s: of Advisory nature was set up
long ago but I do not know whether during  the last two years any
mceting of this commttee was held atall. The Hon. Minister, Medical
in-charge is not here now and therefore I reserve my_full'her comments in
this respect, otherwise 1 could raise some mOTC points,

As regards education, many of my colleagues to-day appreciated the
Education Minister for his taking keen interest to the cause of education but



]

1964] ADJOURNMENT 145

I like to say that very little has been done especially for the girls residing

in the interior rural areas. ‘Lhey can not walk long distances to attend
high school. After passing the Middle English Examwination in the
interior, girl find at a loss where to go for further education. Thercfore,
Sir, establishment of more hostels in secondary high schools for the girls
living in the interior is very essential and for this purpose, sufficient
provision should be made and facilities should be given. Unless that is
done the girls of the poor families have to suffer for want of facilities for
education and we cannot expe:t to improve the condition of the society
and our illiteracy will remain where it is now. i

I request the Government to consider all the points I have raised
Thank you, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned till
10 A. M. tomorrow,

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Tuesday, the
3rd March, 1964,
R. C. CHOUDHURI,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assamg

AGP (LA) 142/64—225—10-11-64.




