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Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly after the Fifth General
Elections under the Sovereign Dem-
ocratic Republican Constitution
of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at
Dispur, at 10 A. M. with the Hon, Speaker, in the

Chair,

STARRED
Questions and Answers

Date ¢+ 6th February, 1974

Starred Question No. 13 was not taken up as the
Hon’ble - Questioner was absent.

Re § Language disturbance

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked g

® 14, Will the Chief Minister be pleased tostate—

(@) Whether it is ‘a fact that the Assam Government has
constituted -a three ‘member Committee to probe into
the alleged administrative lapses in.the wake of recen:
language—disturbances in: the Brahmapuira: Valley ¢, ¢

(b) " If-so-what are- the terms of references { :

(c) Whether the: Committee has submitted any report or
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any interim report ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied ¢

14. (a)—Yes.

(b) —A copy of the Government Notification constituting the
Committee is placed on the Table of the House,

(c)—No.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, because of disturbances
many Govt. officers were suspended. May I know
whether the Government officers who were suspended
during the language disturbances and for which this
Enquiry Committee was constituted have been reinsta-
ted or whether they have been charge sheeted ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—I do not think
that they have been re-instated, or that the charges
have been framed against them.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—It is now nearly two years
that these officers are under suspension: Under the
rules framed by this Government itself “Disciplinary
proceedings against Government Servants and allied
matters” charges and statement of allegations should be
framed by the authority concerned as soon as possible
and when the officer proceeded against is placed under
suspension in no case should it take more than fift-
een days from the date of placing the officer under
suspenion. These are Govt’s own ruless May I know
why the Govt. has violated these rules ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Government
has not violated the rules. These cases are pending
before the Comiission and hence the delay,

-}
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, as per rules cases are to
be disposed up within three months. Why the Offic-
ers are allowed to suffer under the plea that the
matter is pending before the Commission ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Government
explained the difficulties, Unless and until the Com-
mission dispose of the cases it is not possible for the
Govts to take any action,

Shri Jagannath Sinha—In view of the fact that these offi-
cers are under suspesion for more than six months do
Government propose to give them full pay for the
period above six months to redress their difficulties ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—They will get
their dues according to the Rules.

Shri Jagannath Singh—What was the time limit fixed for the
submission of the report by the Commission ? Why
the report could not be submitted within that time

limit fixed in the terms of reference ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—The time

limit was 31st May, 1973, but subsequently it was exten-
ded to .30th June, 1974,

Shri Ataur Rahman—Whether these officers were suspended
for supporting the Assamese medium or for any crim-
inal negligence in maintaining the law and order ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—They were
suspended obviously for certiin defaults on their part.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether at the time of giv-
ing suspenion order any prima facie cases were found

against them
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—Surely prima
facie cases were found against' them,

Shri Dalal Chandra Barua—The Commission was constit-
uted to go into tue details and not individual cases.
What were difficulties on the part of the Government
ro take action againstthe officers against whom prima
cases were found without waiting for the Commission’s
report ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister —Government
thought it proper to wait for the Commission’s report.

Starred Question No, 15 was not taken b as the
Hon’ble Member was absent;

Re : Gradation list of Officers of Supply Deptt.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :

#16; Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government issued a
gradation and fixation of seniority list of the officers
of Supply Department ¢

(b) If so, whether the Government received any complaint
regarding alleged anomalies in the said list ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Supply) replied ¢

16. (a)—The Government has recently published a grada-
tion list of the Gazetted Officers of the Supply De-
partment as it stood on 1st August 1973

(b) Yes, Sir.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound—May I know whether Govern-
ment is taking any step to ameliorate the grievances
of the Officers ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply )—Government received
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as many as 24 representations from the officers, and
they are under active consideration of the Government.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether the Government 1€
ceived memorandum after memorandum for preparation
of the gradation list and whether non-preparation of
the gradation list has deprived the officers of their
legitimate rights ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister }—I have already replied that
after the Gazette notification we have received 24 re-
presentations and they are under active consideration
of the Government.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—When this gradation list was
finalised ¢

Shri Gajen Tauti—The gradation list of the officers as it
stood on 1st August, 1973, was published in a gazette
notification.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Why there was SO much de-
lay in finalisation of the gradation list ?

Shri Gajen Tanti—The gradation list has already been
published, and the representations that we have recei-
ved are under the active consideration of the Govern-
ment and these will be finalised within a short time:

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—May Iknow what were the ano=
malies in the preparation of the gradation list ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti—According to the representations received
some officers are claiming seniority over others, some
are pointing out mistakes regarding the date of joi-
ning, some regarding the date of confirmation and

the like.
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed — Whether these objections have
been looked into ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister I—They are being scrutinised.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound - Who will look into the
grievances of the officers ¢ Who will scrutinise the
Tepresentations ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )~ We have constituted a Com-
mittee and we have asked the officers to appear before
the Committee, but I do not remember the exact date,

Shri Jagannath Sinha—What were the basic principles for
fixation of gradation ? Whether it was seniority or
efficiency or seniority and efficiency both 9

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—Seniority and efficiency both,

Shri Jagannath Sinha—How that efficiency was judged ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—According to service records;

Shri Jagannath Sinha—May I know from the hon’ble Min-
ster if Govt. propose to take necessary disciplinary
action against the Govt, officers found responsible for
creating the anomalies ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti—For the anomalies, I do not think that
any Govt. officers are responsible, There are some-
times mis-statement of facts,

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed —May I know, Sir, whether confi-
dential reports are taken into consideration in prepa-
ration of the gradation list ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—Yes, Sir,
Shri Jagannath Sinha—Sir, may I take it that a]] these anom-
alies are only due to inefficiency of the Department
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Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister }—No, Sir.
Re ¢ Jonaki High School Chamahia Ati

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli asked ¢

# 18. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is fact that an application was submitted
by Rayots of Majuli on 22nd October, 1973 at Gar-
mur to the Minister, Education to give recognition to
the newly established High School under the name
and style “Jonaki High School Chamahia Ati® at Majuli 9

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, the steps
taken by the Government towards recognition of that
School ?

(c) Whether necessary inspection report has been received
by Government from the Inspector of Schools conce-

rned ?

(d) If not why ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied ¢

18. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The Inspector of Schools, Sibsagar District Circle Jorhat
has been asked to inspect the school and submit the
necessary inspection not for consideration of the same,

(c)—No.

(d)—The Inspector of Schools is being reminded; There
was delay in writing to the Inspector of School due to
shifting of the Director of Public Instruction’s office
and the Education Department from Shillong to Dispur.

Mr, Speaker—Starred Questions No. 19 and 20 may be

taken together.
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Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli—May I know from the hon’ble
Minister when the Inspector of Schools was requested
to inspect the School ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education )—On
January 25th,

Shri Premodbar Hazarika—My question is whether it is a
fact that certain restrictions were imposed in the matter
of extending recognition to newly established schools ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—Yes, Sir, the-
re are certain conditions for giving recognition;

Shri Premodhar Hazarika - Sir, considering the literacy in
the area which is well below 13%. will Government
relax these restrictions 9

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—That will not
help the hteracy Sir, if we on establishing schools hapha-
zardly, go then the expenditure only will increase with-
out any corresponding benefit and that is why certain
restrictions have been ‘imposed.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether the Inspector of schools;
in the matter of giving recognition to Schools, insp-
ects. the schools of his own or ai the instance of the
school authority ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—Generally, when

- schools are established, the school authority informs
.the Inspector on submission of written application for

..the purpose and if the Inspc:clor feels that there is
necessity, the Inspector. visits. the . school, :

Shn Dulal Chandra Barm——wlr thether it is necessary on
the part of the Govt. itself to make annual inspection
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and sub.nit report to the Government for considerat-
ion of recognition ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) ~Yes, Sir, for
recognition, the Inspector will inspect the school and
satisfly himself of the requirements.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Whether the Inspector will
visit the school at the instance of the Government
or at the instance of the school authority ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )— Sir, I have alr-
eady stated that when the school will be newly est-
ablished, in that case, the school authority will inform
the Inspector and it is the duty of the Inspector to
visit the school in connection with its recognition.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—My question is that Class VIII,
the school is recognised and when the question of
recognition upto Class X comes, is it the duty of the
Inspector to go himself or send his officer to inspect
the school and submit report ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar(Mi‘nister )—I have already
stated that when the school is pending for recognition,
it is the duty of the Inspector to inspect the school.
As I have already said, there is no sufficient fund
to cover the cost of T.A. etc. of the officers and
that is why the officers could not undertake necessary

tours to inspect all the schools,

Tz TieRa—ug) aEE & @ g S 2RI
fiter Somefwsn 37q | frw @3 @ANE S5l @F @ IS
fe, 1, ST13q oAfqfioa #2Ca MG IATHA FEI (RIS 7
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Sir, as we all know, it is always
the people who take initiative in setting up schools,
Do not the Govt. consider it their duty to set up
schools wherever necessary at the initiative of the
Government itself ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )— Whenever neces-
sary and when Government feels, it is done,

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Sir, simply feeling the necessity
will not do. Whether Government has taken any ini-
tiative to set up any school wherever necessary ¢ I
wanted to know if Government ever took any initiative,

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) Sir, if the
hon’ble Member feels that there is necessity of estab-
lishing school at any particular area, Government wijll
naturally examine any such proposal.

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli- Sir, may I know from the
hen’ble Minister whether in the matter of giving pei-
mission or recognition to newly established schools,
whether any relaxation to the rules would be cosi-
dered in respect of such area which is predominantly
inhabited by tribal people, where there is roughly
more than 40% tribal students,

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—Yes, Sir, there
is relaxation,

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed —Sir, in pursuance of my earlier
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question, I would like to say that the hon’ble Mini-
ster says that if the hon’ble Member informs Govt.,
then Govt. would examine the case. I wanted to
know whether Govt., will make a thorough survey of
the whole State in order to find out the correct posi-
tion as to where there is no school but there is
necessity.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )— Yes, Sir, Govt.
now propose to undertake a survey to get acquinted
with the details to and wherever there is any necessity
to establish schools, naturally Govt. will look into it
after the actual survey report is obtained.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—1I wanted to know from the
hon’ble Minister whether any sehool map has been
prepared from the Department.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )— Yes, Sir, I have
asked the Department to do this.

Shri Jagannath Sinha—Sir, as the hon’ble Minister has
stated that a survey is proposed, may I know from
the hon’ble Minister how many schools have been set
up at the initiative of the Government and secondly,
after the proposed survey is done, whether schools

. wherever necessary will be set up by the Government
or the people will have to set up schools themselves ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—I have already
stated that this will be examined after survey report
iIs obtained.

Shri Jagannath Sinha Sir, my question No. 1 is how many
schools have been set up by the Government and




12 Questions 6 February

No. 2is after survey report is obtained whether Govt,
will set up schools at their own initiative or public
shall have to come again to the Govt, with an approach
that people want to set up a school and that they
have dcnated land etc.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—Sir, I have al-
ready said that this matter will be
the report is obtained,

cxamined after

Shri Ataur Rahman-Sir, is it a fact that unless vehicies

etc. are provided by the managing committee of the

schools, no Inspector ever pays any visit to any naw

schools ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Mm:sler)
information,

-1 have no such

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli—Sir, as the hon’ble Minister
has stated that in case of tribal High Schools, there
are certain relaxations, in the case of this particular

High School, may Iknow from the hon’ble Minjster

whether in the mean time any action has been taken
towards recognition and whether it is g fact that in-
spite of “the request from the managing
the Inspector of Schools did not pay any visif.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister )—I have already
stated that the Inspector of Schools has been asked
to inspect the school and when the report will be
available, Government will consider the case,

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli—Sir, Inspite of request

committee,

from
the public, the Inspector has not as yet visited the

school.,

&

»
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Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—The Inspector
of Sohools has been asked to visit the school.

Shri Pitsingh Konwar—Will the Minister go and see the
school for himself ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister —Then, Sir, T will
have to go to every school.

Shri Md. Umaruddin— Sir, whether t! e hon’ble Minister
is aware that Inspectors have hardly any time for in-
spection and they have virtually b come administrative
officers tightened to the chair ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )—That is also an-
other cause. That is why, the Education Department

is trying to reorganise the whole department.

Shri Md. Umaruddin—Will the Minister consider setting
up a separate Inspectorate apart from the administra-
tion to maintain regular inspection of the schools at
fixed intervals ¢

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister )— I have just now
replied that the Department is proposed to be reor-
ganised.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua-—Sir, the Minister has stated
that as there is no fund, it was difficult on the part
of the Inspector of Schools to inspect the schools, May
1 know whether Governinent has issued any ecircular
to the Inspectors to take taxi fare from the schools and
also to arrange taxis for inspection 9

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar—Such instruction has nct
been issued.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua-Then is the Minister aware
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that these things are going on everywhere in
If so, what steps Govt. has take;

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar - ]
that question.
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Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—Can the Minister give the
date of establishment of the school ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar—That
with me,

Assam ¢
1 to stop such practice 9
have already replied to

A 431 (orawy wqw

¥ I @ AT @3

information 1S not

Shri Jagannath Sinha — Sir, the hon, Member Mrs,
has stated categorically that in the Audit
that school an amount has been
paid for bringing the Inspector of S
on a particular date, So,

Barkataki
Report of
shown ag taxi fare
chools to that school

may T request the hon,
- Minister to make an enquiry on that particu]

ar matter,
and if the said Inspector of Schools hag

drawn any



1974 Questions 15

T. A. on that account, to take action 'against him ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar— @351 st afed

Re ¢ Sundaram Commission

Shri Promede Chandra Gogoi asked :

%19 Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Assam Government have received the
recommendations of the Sundaram Commission set up
by the Government of India on the Assam-Nagaland

border issue ?
(b) What recommendations have been made by the Sunda-

ram Commission ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :
19. (a)— No,
(b)— Does not arise.

Re : Sundaram Commission

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

#20. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Sundaram Commission on Assam-Nagaland

border situation has submitted any report to the Centre 9
(b) Whether a copy of the said report has been received
by the State Government ¢
(c) If not, whether an interim report of the Con.mission
- is sent to the State Government for its perusal 2
- Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :
20. (a)— No.
(b)—Does not arise.
(c)—No.
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Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—Sir, the reply to question
No. (a) is ‘No. May I know how long it will take
for Mr. Sundaram to submit his fina] repcrt to the
Government ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—The date for submission of

the report has been extended upto 28th February,
1974, and I hope the report might be available within
that period.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—What is the co-relation
between the Sundaram Commission and the four agre-
ements signed between the Government of Assam and
the Government of Nagaland 3 The two Governments
have put their signatures on four agreements, What is the
co-relation between the Sundaram Commission and the
four agreements ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha-The august House is aware
that there were disturbances on this border between
Assam and Nagaland. Therefore in order to restore

peace and tranquility in that area it was necessary

to have some interim agreements and the interim ap.
reements have been arrived at so that a solution cabn
be found out in a peaceful atmosphere, The adviser
is jndgpendent of the interim agreement. That report
that is going to be submitted by the Adviser wil] be
helped by these agreements,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Is there any  scope to
repeal any provision in the four agreements if it is
found necessary after submission of the report by the

Sundaram Commission. Suppose the Commission’s report

[P |
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compels us to repeal some of the provisions of the
four agreements. Is there any scope to do so ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—Sir, it is hypothetical. When
the report will be submitted, it will be considered.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki— A Commission was ap-
pointed to go into the question of boundary dispute
and in the meantime the two Governments arrived at four
-« agreements. I would like to know from the Chief
| Minister, suppose the Sundaram Commission’s report
compels us to repeal some of the provisions of the
agreenient, whether there is any scope to do so ?
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—We want to have a solution
of this problem and ia order to have that solution
it is necessary to have peace and tranquility in that
area and these interim agreements had been arrived
at only to have peace and tranquility in that area,
v Once we have peace there it will be easy for us to
have a solution of the problem. When the report is
submitted then the matter would be considered, This
= question at the moment is hypothetical,

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—The Chief Minister has
stated that the last date for submission of the report
is 28th February. May I know from the Chief Mini-
ster whether Mr. Sundaram has submitted any interim

v report to the State Government during the period ¢
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha- No, Sir.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—May I know from the Chief

Minister whether Sundaram Commission is a Commission

or an Advisory Body ¢ If so, whether his recommen-
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dations would binding on us ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—He is an Advisor,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—May I know from the hor,
Chief Minister whether the four interim agreements
arrived at the instance of Mr. Sundaram or at the
instance of both the State Governments ¢

Shri Sarat Chaudra Sinha—1 have not said that it is a
Commission. In the question itis mentioned as Com-
mission, It is true that the agreements have been
arrived at the instance of Mr. Sundaram.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Will his recommendations be
binding on us ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—These are interim agreements
and when the final report will be submitted by Mr.
Sundaram, the matter will be settled on that basis,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Whether the recommendations
would be binding on us ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—That will depend on the final
report,

Shri Ataur Rahman—Are we to understand that the four

agreements reached with the Nagaland Governmenf

are, at any rate, in accordance with the suggestions
made by the Sundaram Commissions 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha—These agreements are between
the two Govts.
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha-—This agreement was made surely
on the advice and assistance of Sundaram Commission
but then the agreement has been made between the
two Governments. To arrive at the agreement Mr.
Sundaram has helped us.
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Re : State Food Corporation

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :

#* 21 Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state —

(a) Whether the Government of India is giving clearance
to the State Governments to Constitute its own State
Food Corporation 9

(b) If so, will the Government of Assam constitute its own
Food Corporation ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Supply ) replied :

21. (a) & (b)}—The Government of Assam has no proposal
at present to constitute its own Food Corporation and
therefore the question of getting clearance from Ge-
vernment of India to constitute such a Corporation
does not arise, so far as this Government is concerned.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound-May I kaow from the Mi-
nister whether Government is awsre of the fact that
always there is conflict between the State Government
Supply Department and Co-operation Department on
the one hand and the F.C.I on the other In matt-
ers of procurement and supply of necessary consumer
goods particularly sugar etc 3

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—There is no conflict,

Shri Jagannath Sinha—Sir, in view of this conflict

Mr, Speaker He has denied the conflict,

||||||||

v
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Shri Jagannath Sinha He has denied, but let me comp-
lete Sir. My question is different one. In view of
such anomalies and conflict the Government of West
Bengal set up their own procurement cell. Therefore,
whether the Minister will try to make enquiries about
these anomalies and set up a separate Corporation
Cell for the State of Assam for the benefit of the
people of the Statey

Shri Gajen Tanti—I have already said Sir, that there is
nc such Government proposal at present.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Khound—The Minister has said that
the E¥ @ Vand “the

56 ST

there is no conflict between
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Supply and the Co-operation Department. May I know

from the Minister whether he knows the fact that

the F. C, I. has not supplied money required at the
time of procurement of paddy to the Co-operative

Societies and because of that many Co-operative Soc-
ieties could not procure paddy ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—If there is specific case I may
enquire into it,

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound—I am giving the specific
cases, On 26th December, 1973 one particular Co-
operative Society, that is, Titabar Marketing Society
submitted bill for Rs. 3,60,000. But the F.C. 1. could

« not pay the money, refused to pay the money and
on the same day Sarupathar Co-operative Submitted
bill for Rs. 2,62,000 or something like that, But the EREEE]
could not pay the money and because of this the Co-op-
erative have been facing difficulties for procurement
of paddy. Is it not a fact 7

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister }—These particular cases | know,
At that time State Bank had no currency and that
is why they could not get the money,

WSl QT (@ WIBI AT ST Az, i fag i
SIS RN @< AITF A 9T siatfice T
TOTEE A BSOS YR (R @, w5, w3
wE Q@ frere qige @ @ 3R | e
wfeseiy Faq #4l SFET b4Sitd @bl SRRl B aym 3fa
fig | =if® @@ b g3zd IOIE  SERE Pgs s
A ICEC B i B T T 1 B B P T
AR ST 7
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Shri Gajen Tanti—w(«/m ACziwd, @2 ToTwS! Ffaftasg @4 W
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Sir, whether the advice of the
Advisory Body will be binding on the F.C.L; This
is No.1. Then I want a categorical answer to this
question— yhether the Government is satisfied with the
performance of the F.C, L ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )— Yes, Sir, at present we are
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satisfied,
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Re : Police firing at Kuwaritol

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
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%22, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the police firing during the last Language
Movement at Kuwaritol ( Nowgong ) resulting in the
death of a teacher Shri Naren Mahanta was enquired
upon ¢

(b) Whether any report on this firing by the enquiry autho-
rity has been submitted ?

(c) Whether a copy of the report be availal:le- to the
Members of the House ¢ :

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister )—replied :

22, (a)—A Commission of Enquiry hcaded by a District
and Session Judge was appointed to enquire into the

incident,
(b)—The commission has submitted its report on 3lst

January 1974.
(c)—Yes, in due course,

Re : Death of Mozamil Haque, Anil Bora etc,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
#24. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the high level Inquiry Commission Instituted
to go into the death of Mozamil Haque, Anil Bora,
Promode Bora and others have submitted thejr reports

to the Government ?
(b) If so, whether copies of these reports can be made

available to the Members of the Assembly ¢
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :

24, (a)—No.
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(b'—Does not arise.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, so far as the St,
Q. No, 22 s concerned, may I know from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister whether the Govt. has given any com-
pensation to the family of Shri Naren Mahanta ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, that is
not with me at present.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, whether Govt.
contemplates to give any compensation to his family ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, that 1S
also not with me.

Shri Dualal Chandra Barua—Sir, whether Govt. consider it
necessary to give the compensation to his family ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinba ( Chief Minister y—Sir. Govt.

may not consider it in such cases at present.

Shri Dalal Chandra Barua — Sir, may I know what is the

reason for not giving the compensation to his family ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, I have
stated that the answer is not with me at present.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, in the last session

of the Assembly while replying to a question of the
Hon’ble Member Shri Nagen Barua about the comp-
ensation, it has been stated by the Hon’ble Chief
Minister that the compensation will be given. But
now we are really surprised to hear from the Hon’-
ble Chief Minister that Govt. is not considering to
give the compensation to his family. Then, Sir, the
Commission has already submitted its report on 3lst

January. I would like to know from the Hon’ble Chief
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Minister how much time Govt. will take to take
action against the officer whose dereliction of duty
has caused the death of Shri Naren Mahanta 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chef Minister )—Sir, so far as the
report is concerned, I have already stated that the
Commission has already submitted its report. Necessary
action will be taken as early as possible.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, when the report will be
made available to the Hon’ble Members of this House ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha { Chief Minister )—Sir, I have
stated that it will be available in due course,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataky—-—Sir, I would like to know
from the Hou’ble Chief Minister how much time will
be taken by the Govt. to consider the question of
giving comipensation to his family as well as to take
action against the officers who are responsible for ca-
using his death

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Min ster )—Sir, T have
already stated that necessary action will be taken as
early as possible. Sir, T want to make it clear once again
that the report is not with me at present, So, I cu-
nnot say whether the compensation will be eligible
or not,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Chief Minister whether there were any terms
of references 9 If so, what are those terms of refer-~
ences at the time of constituting the Commission 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister)—Sjr, that is
also not with me at present. But the terms of
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references are obvious. According to the terms they
are to see whether the firing was justified or not.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Sir, since the report has alr-
cady been sibmitted, may I know from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister whether the firing was justified or not?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister)—Sir, as the report
has not been considered 1 cannot say whether it was
justified or not,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister
has statzd that as the report is not available with him
at present, he cannot say whether the firing was ju-
stified or not. May I know from the Hon’ble Chief
Minister whether the terms of references have been
notified at the time of constituting the Commission 9
If so, what are those terms of references ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )—Sir, the
terms of references have been notified. They are not
with me at present.
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Re : Procurement Price of Paddy

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

#23. Will the Minister, Supply be pleased to state—

(a) What was the basis for firation of procurement price
of paddy from 1st November, 1973 ¢

(b) What was the basis for fixation of increased price of
rice from the date of taking over of trade t
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() What benefit the farmers will get from this increase
of price ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister,, Supply ) replied :

23. (a)—The procurement price of paddy for every Kharif
year is fixed by Guvernment of India on the basis
of ensuring sufficient return to the producer taking
into coasideration the cost of cultivation,

(b)—The issue price of Government rice had to be in-
creased with effect from the beginning of the current
Kharif year because of increase in the procurement
price, purchase commission allowed to the procuring
Co-operatives, storage charge, milling charges, interest
charges and other incidental charges. The increase was
made effective from the first day of the new Kharif
year from which date the procurement price was in-
creased by Government of India as indicated above,

(c) The farmers are able to sell their produce at the
higher procurement price of Rs. 70 per quintal in the
case of standard quality of paddy as against Rs, 5625
in the last Kharif year. Further as the price structure
contains an element to compenstate for the moisture
cut imposed in the last Kharif year and earlier, no
cut will be imposed this Kharif year on account of
moisture in paddy sold by the farmer irtespective of
the month in which he sells the pPaddy. This will
give the farmers an additional financia] benefit, over
and above the financial benefit received by them be-
cause of the increase in the procurement price as
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indicated above.
Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—The present price of paddy

which the Govt. has fixed is Rs, 70 per quintal and
the actual price most probably the Govt, is aware is
Rs. 100 to Rs. 125. If the farmer has got so much be-
nefit from the middlemen what is the use of the Govt.
to say giving benefit to the farmers ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister )—There is still a open market
and why the traders are purchasing giving more price
to the cultivators, thatis up to the tradersto say, Sir.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Then what is the necessity
on the part of the Govt. totake over when there is

no control over the purchase of paddy ?
Shri Gajen Tanti—Govt. has taken over only the wholesale
trade of rice, not the rice trade.

Mr. Speaker—The question hour is over. The suppple-
mentaries on these question are kept pending.

Report of Business Advisory Committee

Mr. Speaker—Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislatve Assembly,
I called a meeting of the Business Advisory Commi-
ttee on 5th February, 1974 in my Chamber at Dispur.
The Committee after discussion decided to fix 10 a. m.
on the 15:h February, 1974 as the date and time
respectively for reprimanding the Ex-Minister, Assam,
Shri Mohitosh Purkayastha in the House:

I hope this has the approval of the House.
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( voices—;€s, yes. )

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, there should be no furt-

her extension of time,

Calling Attention Notice

Smti, Renuka Devi Barkataky —Sir, under Rule-54 of the
Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly I would like to call the attent-
ion of the Minister, F. C& I to the news-item appea-
ring in the Dainik Asom, dated 16th December, 1973
under the caption—3=7@ «Wi3 I 2l ¢ @Wog gasi
wiEes Aferz 2 |

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )—Mr. Speaker Sir,
our attention is drawn to a news item published in
Dainik Assam in its issue of Sth January, 1974 under
the caption “T@mg@ IWiq A AR e DT SiFFT
Aiferz 24 77

I would I'ke to clarify the position,

(a) Two 20” cutter suction dredgcrs were ordered
for supply by the Director General of supply and
Disposals on M/s Garden Reach Workshop, Calcutta
a Govt, of India undertaking on 31. 12.69. The costz
of the two dredgers with pipelines and spares was
about Rs. 2.20 crores and time for delivery was 18
months, The time was extended later upto 15.12.73.

(b) For operation of dredging work ancillary cr-
afts are necesary and order was placed on M/s Central
Inland Water Transport Corporation ( a Govt, of India
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undertaking) by D. G. S & B for supply of the foll wing.

I. House boat 28N oS

2. Dumb oil cum fresh water barge ~... 2 nos.

3. Pipe carrying pantoon P oS

4, Single screw launch e 2108

5. Wochs barge AN 03

6. Twin screw tug RN OSS
] 0 NS i

The total cost of twelve ancillary crafts about
Rs. 94:38 lakhs. As per order these crafts were due
to be delivered within 72-73.

The cost of the dredgers and ancillary crafts are
borne by the Govt. of India.

(c) The first dredger KAPILI was proyisionally de-
livered in June 1973 and the supplier is now in the
process of completion of this at Gauhati for final deli-
very after trial dredging. Final painting, connection
of dredging unit which was earlier kept segregated
and replacement of pumps ete. are required tc be done,
The pipelines of this dredger are being delivered,

The Second dredger, “DESANG” is also taken
over provisionally on 22.12.73 but pipelines of this
dredger are yet to be delivered and trial dredging is
yet to be given as required uader tender  agreement.

(d) The supplier of the dredgers is pointing out
that they will only show the trial dredging after the
pipelines is fixed which is not their concern as claimed by
them. The D. G, S&Bis however requested to clarify
this as there was not specific mention on this. There
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is a discussion on this subject on 6.2.73 to be held
in the Directorate of supply and Disposals for exa-
mination and finalisation,

(¢) The ancillary crafts are not yet delivered by
the C.I'W.T.C. and they will be able to complete
supply only before the next winter. Necessary action
as stipulated in the tender agreement will have to be
taken for the delay.

(f) These two dredgers are manufactured with
foreign collaboration and are of sophisticated and mo-
dern design. It was proposed to entrust the dredging
work to C.U.W.T.C. on agency bas ( with cost plus
profit ) but for their delay in preparing a draft agree-
ment it was also examined whether we should ourselves
set up an organisation for dredging. It was however
found that experienced personnel like Dredging Engi-
neer and Dredger Master are very scarce. The C.L.W.T.C,
is also finding difficult to find proper personnel to work
in river dredging works in Brahmaputra, However,
efforts are being made and it is expected that these
difficulties will be sorted out.

(2) It was earlier proposed te do dredging works
at Dibrugarh on experimental basis and hy rographic
survey was entrusted to the Minor Port Survey QOrga-
nisation of the Ministry of Shipping and Trdnsport of
Govt, of India. Works were started in the winter of
1972 and continued during this winter. Dredging works
at Dibrugarh can be planned only after their Survey

are completed.
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It is however proposed, and attempts are being
made towards that end, to do local dredging works
near about Gauhati on experimental basis during the
remaining period of this winter. This however depends
how soon the C.I.LW.T.C. can set up an organisation
for dredging.

(h) The dredgers are given to the Inland Water
Transport Deptt. of Assam Gov. for maintainance as
they have the necessary CIEW and the maintainance
cost of the 1st dredger was about Rs. 5,000 per month.

There was no report of theft of any “pblade” as
alleged.

(i) Local Dredging works on ¢xpeimental basis
will be taken up after the dredgers are finally deli-
vered ancillary crafts or other crafts provided in liue

of these crafts by CILW.T.C. The case of dredging
agency and terms are being finalised as the B.F.C.
Board in its meeting on 18.1.74 has decided to entrust

the work to C.I.W.T.C.
(j) The case of taking over of B.F.C. by Govt.

of India is under consideration and process of finali-
sation by the Govt. of India. The case of Sth Plan
for Brahmaputra Flood Control is also under examina-
tion of the Govt. of India as this will be under the
Central sector.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky—On a point of information,
Sir, T would like to know from the hon’ble Minister
of State when the Agreement was made with the
Calcutta party to buy these two dredgers which has




38 Calling Attention Notice

e

6 February

cost 2% crores, whether there Was any 1 mit to supply
the dredgers ?

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )—Sir, I haye replied

that this was ordered by the D.GS&D ; and 18 mon-

ths was given to supply the dredgers,

Smti. Renuka Devj Barkataky — Sir, whether there was any
Agreement made between the D.G.S&[ and the Cal-
cutta party to supply these two dredgers
stipulated time, and whether there was any provision
that if the party fails to supply the dredgers along
with the ancilliaty parts within the stipulated
Goverument can file a su;t against the party 9

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State) —Sir, the Agreement

was made by the Govt. of India ang the order

within a
time

was
made by the D.G.S & D; so it wil] not be fit for yus
to say anything at this moments,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, whether these dredgers

were purchased at the instance of the State Govern-

amme coyld

be undertaken. Some people have beep €ngaged undey

N0 training hag
been imparted to them till today. If o, why ,

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )—Sir (e Agreemen

was made with the Government of India apq

ment, and if so, why no training progi

that particular scheme, but it appears,

the
order was placed by them,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—I am asking  whether | these

two dredgers were purchased at the instance Ofhe
Govt, of Assam and if the personnel were imparted

training earlier or not, If so, why no training :wag
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T imparted earlier to men these two dredgers.

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )—Sir, these two
dredgers were ordered by the Govt, of India at their
instance. So the question of training of personnel does
notiarise and the Govt. Assam cannot take the respon-
sibility for sending persons to training.

'+ Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya— I think the Minister will
| = do well to collect correct information from the office
because he being new probably does not know that
the question of dredging came up in 1966 when Shri
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was the Minister and as a
matter of fact, the Govt. of India was moved as early
as that and thcse.dredgers are only the outcome of
that long effort. So, I do not want to embarrass the
Minister and I would request him to keep the matter
postponed and look to the files so that he can come
Y with a fuller and more elaborate information to this
: House.
‘ Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )—I can give this
4 information now from my file.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—This is a long standing proposal.
[ want to know at whose instance these two dredgers
were purchased.

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )—These were or-

dered by the Govt. of India. )

Shri Promode Gogoi—Sir, I want to have one clarification
from the Minister, Whether any time table for the
dredging operations has been finalised. If so, what
are the area selected by the Department for dredging
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operation.
Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State ) —For dredging

operation now we have been surveying at Dibrugarh
and Ministry of Transport and Shipping was requested
for survey work.

Aardizrg «2tg—wqF T2 VAN 3@ qzmE ol
Tl Hifie Rotae] @ 9@ ©FF 6N M @w@E peeie
@itta frm be N2 €6 e @ @@ 3 4g 9y
iz 1

Bifms, emm—@sta a7 I Tl B9 @Sl el Betq
feege @97 |

(3 fafGe 9 (2%@IE BIFIA G O34 53N Y afe st byairg
fafem c(erezte zal9 1 Afmd fial a3 fen e ofe
(@Ea 5aTNEE fufze (STt CRUB AWIA fEw, @i i)
T3 sfedas oy A AfEH© Oeq Wld wiifarg o

Sy emm—afas frn wifis I @ ae-fbr fam tafz
ufe FeFEy 2 (CLETIA WAN BT Riffw @9 |
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599199 (1 (AEd BIFIAY ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister )— May I draw VOllr atten
tion Sir, that this is a calling attention notice and
only 2 clarifications may be be sought under the rules,

Smti. Renukadevi Barkataki—Sir, if the Minister cannot
reply to one question, how many questions can be
asked. -

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Please let me know whether
vou are putting cart before the horse,

Gt (9 o/ BN - G2 @I AANIDT S qreq Z(OS
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Smti. Renukadevi Barkataki—Sir, we want clarification on
this whether it is a central subject or state subject.
Otherwise we would have asked question after ques-
tion every day but ifitisa central subject we would
have given it up now.

Mr. Speaker - Would you give further statement after fur-
ther enquiry as suggested by G.S. Bhattacharyya.

Shri Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State }—Yes, Sir.
Mr. Speaker—Item No. 4 9

Matters Under Rule 301
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¥ Decbate on the Governor’s Address
Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit— Mr. Speaker Sir, the Governor
has given an account of the preceding year assessing
the performance of the Govt.. And his excellency has
dealt with so many ... ( Voices He is no longer ‘His
“ Excsllency’) Alright I shall say only ‘The Governor’. The
Governor dealt with the performance of the Govt. from
Border situation to economical and political situation of
the State and has given an account of the performance
and achievements of the Government which rather seemed
to be bright and the Govt. seemed to perform these acts

as expected, Sir, many friends here in this Assembly have
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accused the Govt. for doing nothing in respect of
accelerated development of the State. Sir, before co-
ming to judge whether the Govt, has tried its best to
reconstruct the economy of the State we shall have to
take back too many factors. Today there is an inter-
national phenemenon in respect of price rise® ‘It=is-an
All India phenomenon and hence there is restlessness
which seems to be rampant everywhere. So Sir, when the
economy of the entire country is suffering a set back
the impact will be on Assam also. There is also an impact
of suffering economy or declining economy in our
State and we have as far as I am concerned, I have
in my humble way assessed during a tour in g
Government Committee in the South that maximum
emphasis is given on industrialisation neglecting agri-
culture. In Mysore State only 10 percent of land is
irrigated, The entire attention is given on industriali-
sation. So, when there is the disparity of attention
of different Govts, on different sectors of production
there is every possibility that this will influence the
entire economy of our State. Before coming to this
Sir, in our State recurrence of floods has swallowed
a certain portions of the resources of the State., Dr-
ought is also telling heavily upcn the State economy
and constant investment in unproductive matters. Em-
bankmets, Health and Education are not deriving be-
nefit in terms of money value. The intrinsic value
is 10 be assessed which is influencing our economy.
Also of late 7 Crores are proposed to be spent on the
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awards of the Pay Commission and continued relief
measures are also telling heavily upon our economy.
Sir, our Govt. has taken 468 crores of rupees as loan
and in the last year’s budget speech the hon. Chief
Min'ster has stated that the Govt. has pressed the
centre to condone the amount, So. Sir, such things
are going on there, and there is a set back in economy
of India asa whole; our State cannot be out of that
set back. An example comparing the Gross National
Income of India in international standard and the per
capita income of our State will make it clear. All
these factors have no doubt affected the growth of our
economy adversely. There has been increase in our
Gross National Product in current as well asin real
terms. In real terms the increase is from 3850 crores
in 1950-51 to Rs. 18,678 crores in 1970-71. We have
to bear in mind that inthe same period the index

rose from 100 to 211. Our rate of increase in G. N. P,
compares unfavourably with the rate of increase in other

countries over the same period. Thus, while the G.N.P.
index in real terms increased from 72 in 1953 ( Base
1963 — 100 ) year, 122 in 1969 in India, the increase over
the same period was 53 to 134 in West Germany, from 40
to 197 in Japan, from 77 to 119 ia U.K in and from 75 to
133 U S:A. Let us sce how our per capita income has been
affected by the developments we have brought about in
our economy. Punjab and Haryana have the highest
per capita income followed by Gujarat. The per ca-
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pita income of Punjab at current prices ( reference year
1969-70 ) is Rs. 245 and at constaat prices  base year
1950-61 ) Rs. 470, The corresponding figures

are Rs. 788 at current prices and Rs

for Hayana
. 440 at constant
prices. The figures at current prices ( reference year
Andhra Pradesh

Rs, 545, Madhya Pradesh R, 354; Maharastra Rs. 778 ; My-

sore Rs, 532 ; Tamil Nadu Rs, 664, Uttar Pradesh R, 504
and West Bangal Rs, 524. The corresponding figures with
reference year 1969-70 for some other States are ¢ Assam
Rs. 545 ; Gujarat Res, 657 ; Among the poorer Sfates
are, Grissa with a per capita incoe of Rs. 325 and
Bihar Rs, 245, Manipur 375. The figures of Tripura
are confusing,

1970-71) for some States are as follows ¢

The hon. Chief Minister in the last budget speech
mentioned that the State’s income on constant price

of 1948-49, rose to 389.9 crores, in 170-71 to 406.3

crores, in 1971-72, the assesment year 1973 which rose

to 280. When there is price rise and other factors

influencing the economy of the state, comparatively,
our State’s gross national product is not inferior to other
states ; the per capita income is not also inferior to
some other States. Many factors also come before
Assam, The entire production which is estimated and
planned for the State’s people is swallowed by people
coming from other parts of India, Employment Re-
view Coinmittee report says that during the last 27

years 27 lakhs of people settled in Assam ag migrants,
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I also told in the last assembly that according to my
own assessment and also from other sources 18 lakhs
of people annually come and get shelter in Assam.
When such large bulk of people from outside come
ihere is suffering of econcmy. In the agriculture sec-
tor there is recurrence of natural calamities which also
influence the economy. Inspite of all these - difficulties
the State was marching ahead in all spheres of pro-
duction and economy, This Government is trying 1its
best by different revolutionaiy, socialst and economic
measures to provide the minimum busic requirements
of the population of Assam. Though these measures
are in motion and are afloat now, it will take time to
derive the fruits. Sir, in two major heads of produc-
tion in which the Govt, is trying to give attention
along with others 1. e. Agriculture ; agriculture is a
subject of criticism from different angles, there is not
so much setback as apprehended by the people. In
1950-51 the all-India production of food was 50.8 million
tons ; in 1950-51 the production of wheat was 660 kg.
per hectre and in 1970-71 it was 1299 kg. per hectre.
In U.S.A. the average is 1720 kg, per hectre. India’s
rice average is 1610 kg. as against that of Japan’s 5920
kg. In comparison with international standard India
as a whole was producing less. Agriculture con-
stributes 56% to the State economy of Assam and
70 per cent of people constituting 66 Dper cent of the
working force is engaged in agricuiture. So agricul-
ture ;s requied to be moderniied, My entire empha-
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sis is that agriculture, power and irrigation should be
re-organised putting it under a high powered board
for augmenting agricultural production, When speaking
about agriculture, one State comes to my mind i.e.
Madras. Everywhere Irrigation pPumps are there in
the agriculture fields and the peasants get
water. High voltage electr_ﬁc lines drawn are
cally useless unless power is uti

enough
practi-
lised for irrigation and
for regeneration of cottage and small scale industries.
So a high powered board ﬁresided over by the Chief
Minister should be constituted, Agriculture, Power
and Irrigation—these departments should work together
so that the entire Assam may be covered by electric
pumps. According to Chief Minister’s budget speech
74% of our people live under poverty line and 90.94%
of them live in villages whose mainstay of life ig
agriculture, We are spending 1/3rd of the entire re-
ceipts of our State in education and large bulks of
our receipts in other departments which are also re-
quired to be regenerated which are also

departments touching the
whose mainstay

important
society ; but those people
in life is agriculture should get pre-
The present system of working will not do.
Some kind of war activity should be initiated so that
entire Assam may be covered by electric pumps for
lift irrigation. I do not want to mention figures ag
the time is s‘hort. It is very easy to charge any-
body in auathority, but one should consider the
geographical situation and climatic conditions also,

ference,

G
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Sir, I have gone throagh a pamphlet published by
a seismological expert—I have not brought it here
and in that pamphlet 20 years assessement of Assam
has been given. It is stated there that the human
beings must go along with the whims and caprices
of nature and if somebody wants to g0 against the
nature, he cannot do so. I do not know how far it
will be\ possible for the Government of India with all
its resources and help and even assistance from the
United Nations to control the mighty Brahmaputra in
Assam. Therefore, when the flood comes, let the
paddy be damaged and do not try to save it by
artificial dams at huge cost and instead go to Ravi
crop, and when the flood water recedes, start cultiva-
tion. We should not depend on others but we should
have plan production and we can have high yielding
variety of paddy. In the Brahmaputra basin and Kopili
basin there are longer lands which have enormous
potentiality for high yielding crops cultivation. In
Mowgong dstrict itself we can have as many as 10
Khansari mills and we can produce enough sugar.
Sir, the A.L D.C. anticipates that in 1988-89 Assam
will have 39 sugar mills. The A.I. D.C. came into |
cxistance in the year 1965 and uptil now, except for
ths Assan Conduictor and Tube Limited which has |
been taken over from S.LD.C. not a single industry based

on either agriculture or mineral or forest resources has |
cen started by it. Sir, our needs and resources need be |

considered. Though our Government is trying its best
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and there is no lack of sincerity, uptill now we have not

been able to make a break-through. Qur agriculture needs

to be modernised, Sir, T have not gone outside India
but T have visited other States in India and 1 can

say that Assam’s soj] is probably the only soil in the

world which can yield any Crop anywhere,
wheat is very nice,

Assam?’s

much superior to that of Punjab
wheat or Haryana wheat, What is not produced in

nt in  Assam, will grow,
So, we should have proper planning

Assam ¢ Anything you pla

in Assam and
in our planning we should associate the people of

the State; mere planning by the oificials will not do,

All the political parties should be associated with our

planning and it has already been done,

An attempt has
been made to find out the weaker people and the ident

ification has already been made and a guideline laid

down, Planning is not the monopoly of the Congress
party ;5 all the other political parties have been assc-
ciated because the party people are associated with
all talents,

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit—J can  speak of Nowgong
district, In Nowgong district all the political parties

are associated. So, Sir, there is an attempt to recon-
struct the cconomy of the State

In the distribution of food Board also, all politi-
cal parties are associated. We have crossed the party
barrier and we have invited peoples participation, and
if there is sabotage, the people of Assam wil[ suffer
and not Congress, Sir, the bulk of our population
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T are living below the poverty line and they must get
food, shelter and rehabilitation, and there is an atte-
mpt in that direction.

Regarding industry, as I have already mentioned,

All India index is 73'5% industrial production taking
1956 as the base year. In 1970 the production was
215:0% and in Assam it was only 3.1% of the total
v All Iadia preduction in 1965-66 and next year it was
2:4% and in the year 1969-70 it was 2:2%. Certain big
projects have been initiated in the State. Paper Mills,
Jute Mills and Sugar Mills are going to be started very
soon and also there is a sincere attempt to industrialise
Assam. The Chief Minister, inthe last Budget speech,
said that private capital was very shy; For reasons best

known to them, the private capitalists are not coming
forward. Sir, there should be proper infrastructure
A facilities in Assam. Elsewhere business houses are also
providing infra-structure facilities besides starting ind-
ustries there. In Assam though there are foreign ca-
pitalists in Oil and tea industry the private capital is
shy in Assam. Sir, I am tempted to quote from the booklet
on national industrial structure of our country visa-vis
the industrial development of our State. The entire

53 per cent national product in industries and assets

are monopolised by 75 business houses. ( Shri Jagannath
Sinha ¢+ What is the source of information t) A pam-

plet issued by the Congress Socialist Association of
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India signed by 17 Congress M.P.s, . If there is ob-
jection to read out this ( Shri Jagannath Sinha ;: Mo,
no. I have no objection ). .. .. It is issued by the
Congress M.P.,s, not by any Opposition Members, I
want to mention one thing before going to the pam-
plet. In the last Session of the Assembly Mr, Bijoy
Krishna Handique charged the Banking institution and
the Chief Minister also promised that the Banks were
trying to simplify the procediire to encourage
young entrepreneurs and that
been removed and banks were

the
som.e hindrances have
not averse to finance
Assam projects, But the pattern of finance of banks

at the national level and the monopoly in production

and assets by the Premier indusirial houses i1 fluence
the economy of the country, Tt is stated ‘there thas
75 monopoly houses conrrol 53 per cent of

of the non-banking private corporate sectors, In the
case of public finance they are shy in Assam but in
other places they are not shy for obvious reasons.
In March,1972, according to reply given by the Fi-
nance Minister 23 large business Lo

uses got over 50%
advance made by the Nantionalised banks. TItis fur-

same is the story of the
important peblic finance insti-
tution the Life Insurance Corporat’on of India.
ding to the

the assets

ther stated therein “the
investment of another

Accor-
L.I.C. Annual Report for 1971-72, of the
total Rs. 248:03 crore Private sector investments of the
L.IC., over Rs. 94'46 crores (3909 per cent) have

gone to finance the top ten monopoly houses, Among
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the top Ten, 22 Tata firms have secured amount of
Rs. 3499 crores, which amounts to 14'11 percent of
L.I.C’s private investments in the private sector, follo-
wed by 43 Birla concerns, whose share stood at
Rs. 23°64 crores or just 4'62 per cent less than that
of Tatas.” This is influencing the economy of the
country, I do not feel shy tosay asa congress mem-
ber that private capitalists and foreign capitalists
influence the Indian economy -and there is impact
on Assam. The other day a resolution was moved for
nationalisation of the Qil concerns and in the last
Session a proposal for nationalisation of tea industry
was sponsored from both sides of the Houes. 8ir,
leaving aside the L.I.C. investment I am to state that
according to the findirgs of the M.P. group “that
flourished so well over the past two decades that the
estimated black money according to the Wanchoo
Committee, has hit the staggering figure of Rs. 7,000
crores.” The capital advance to the public sector
through the public finance institution are not propor-
tionate as compared to private sector. ‘“According to
the official survey, while the capital raised in the
private corporate sector in 1968-69 was Rs. 9'44 crores ;
it went down in 1970-7} to Rs. 867 crores and 1971-
72 to Rs. 77°7 crores”” 1 think there is also foreign
capital investment, “According to replies given in
Parliament, foreign investment in the country at the
end of March, 1969 stood at Rs. 1252'8 crores. Quick
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estimates for the next two years ending March, 1970
and March, 1971 show that this increased to Rs. 1289
crores and Rs., 1319 crores respectively. The gross
profits of foreign companies in India rose from Rs, 332
crores in 1968-69 and Rs. 399 crores in 1969-70 10
Rs. 52 crores 1970-71. The annual sales of these
firms increased by Rs. 630 crores from Rs. 1258 crores
in 1968-69 (and Rs.1535'6 crores in 1969-70 ) to Rs.
183886 crores in 1970-71. Their assets during the three
years were Rs. 12342 crores, 1411'5 crores and Rs,
1468°6 crores respectively?,

These are the factors how these companies and
industrial concerns are influencing and regulating the
economy of the country, In our State the private com-
panies and industrialists fee] shy. In our last tour to
Bombay we were told that the communication facilities
in Assam and not there ; no Broad Gauge line is there
and that political climate is not good. Of course we
defended it. But it was pointed out to yg that com-
munication difficulties were the main hindrances for
setting up of industries i our State. But evep then
private industrialists have to be influenced, Then, Sir,
we find from the budget of the Cottage Industrieg that
the Govt. has invested towards share capital to Assam
Small Industries Development Corporation ang their
profit and loss accounts are also shown there, But in
this connection T would like to give an jdeq about
the activities of this Small Industries

Development
Corporation. These ind ustries have its own

Projects, But
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these industries are not in a position to encourage the
entrepreneurs as they should have béen. Sty
is a national question, [ raised this problem repeate-
dly to our Homble Chief Minister and the Hon’ble
Industries Minister. Of course, we know it well that
our Industries Minister and the Hon’ble Chief Minister
are very much up and doing to find out the entrepr-
eneurs. I am not going to say anything about the
sincerity of our Industries Minister in this respect.
Sir, the A.LD.C. have iis own projects. They have
drawn up 38 projects. But all these were in a fluid
condition. There ate reasons for which these projects
cannot be made successful. Their main reason is that
we are now in a gestation period, I weculd like to
quote some figures in this connection which will prove
the reality of their activities. This Small Scale Indu-
strial Development Corporation could not earn any profit
from these projects. Now I will quote certain figures :
Assam Industrial Development Corporation sustained a
loss of Rs. 17 lakhs 76 thousands 7 hundred 59 p. in 1962-63
and in 1970-71. And their profit comes to Rs, 89 thousand
and 95°31 p. So, Sir, in this way our S. I D.C. are
functioning, But unless and untill we adopt some Tre-
alistic attitude in this respect our plans and program-
mes in the field of industry will be unsuccessful. Then
coming to the agriculture, I would like to mention
that we are still following the primitive method of
agricultural cultivation. This is the main reason for
which our State is lagging behind in the field of ag-
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riculture. Unless and until we adopt modern methods '
of cultivation it will be difficult to go ahead in the
field of agriculture. Then I am coming to the point i
of Khansari Mill. Sir, at present there may be in- |
stalled about 11 or 12 nos of such mill in oy own ll
district. , But not a single mill has come to being, Sim- |
ilar Mills are functioning in other states ]ike D] o |
and M. P. ete. In this connection, Sir, T would like ° (
to request the Hom’ble Minister of Industries to org- A
anise the entire organisation of S.1, D, C, and A. 1. D.C.
Then coming to the point of electricity, I would -like to
state that in our own district electric lines are being
taken even in the remotest areas. But this will have
no effect unless and until we popularise them in the
field of our agricultural programmes. Then [ would like
to meation a few ~words about ths employment of [ocal
people in our State. Sir, we are facing a great problem of - /
unemploymeant since last few vears. But here in our State '
we find that in 1972 as many as 12 Engineers are being
absorbed in our ‘State from outside, Sir,

ers which need sefious attention,

these are mat-
In the private and |
most every time .they prefer e |

to recruit ‘outsiders. Sir, in this respect we can set

up the principle which - are adopted in other States.
In other States, they have clearly decided thejr pr

public sectors, we find, al

inciple
of employment and they give first preference to their

local people. Sir, in this connection | remember
late lamented Chief Minister Shri Chaliha in one of
his replies gave a board meaning of the word

our

|
f

TR e R e e s
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‘Assamese’ in the following words—¢‘I mean that all
those people irrespective of language and religion who
have made Assam their home should be considered as
Assamese.’ Sol am telling of Assamese people within
the framework of this assertion of the late lamented
Chief Minister of Assam. This is the accepted doctrine,
The Employment Review Committee under the chair-
manship of howble member Shri Umaruddin have also
asserted the same thing, So, Sir, local people are
to be given prefcmnce. But in my opinion out-
siders are penetrating under different garbs. I am
mentioning the Electricity Board, For obvious reasons
some people are absorbed from Shillong. [ request the
hon’ble Minister to make a probe. I am not going
to be narrow or parochial but I am speaking for the
people of Assam. The people of Cachar—within the
geographical framework they are Assamese. Let there
be difference of language but they are the sharers of
our sorrows and enjoyers of happiness and hopes. So
Governments attitude should be to prevent outsiders
to come in the grab of local pcopie. I demand that
since 1947 anybody coming and settling here and iden-
tifying himself with the people and throwing his des-
tiny with the local people should be treated as local
people, That T honestly believe because in our case
several lakhs of people are found to be unemployed
and there are staggering figures from the Govt. side.
The term local people should be defined clearly and
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I demand that the question of local people should be
a matter of concern to the State Govf. and they
should take the decision what to do, Regarding re-

constitution of the State Electricity Board, 1 have some
information which T do not want to disclese, I request
the hon’ble Minister to make a prcbe into this matter
and the question of store purchase facilities, the ques-
tion preferring of people from outside, all these things
should be examined.

Another point, which may be unpleasant to many

others is social welfare, Govt. of Assam is talking of
corporation — tribal welfare corporation, scheduled caste

welfare Corporation, other backward classcs ccrporation.
When these corporations would come into being T do
not know. But there is poch pooh in the cutside. Hon’-
ble member Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya remarked
in the last Assembly that Government was infusing

casteism and communalism. So I was thinking if actually

development measures infused casteism and commun-
alism then I should not be a party to it. But those
people, Who by dint of birth

have been segregated,
those people w

ho are suffering from social impedim-
ents, if their life g planned, their society is planned,
then will it be communalism ? I do not know, my
distinguished friend—in what way he was (hinking.
There may be ventilation of grieavances through con-
ferences. Do we want to neglect those people and
rather want them to remain ill clad and ill fed or want
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better people, better stock of Assamese people. When
sectoral and class-wise allotment is made nobody has
risen his head here. There are allocation for scheduled
tribes, allocations for scheduled caste, allocation for
other O. B. C. people but the main purpose is to see
that their social life in terms of economy is acceler-
ated and they are brought at par with other people.
And with this all the good brains of the people are
associated and even the political parties are associated.
So if these plans are there to augment the economy,
to uplift them from general backwardness, I do not
understand how that kind of thing can be communal.
I shall be glad if Mr. Bhattacharyya clarifies his mind.
Even in family planning there is an allocation, There
is pooh pooh in some quarters that muslims are not
observing family planning; but I have seen they are
observing family planning. Even the maulavis are
saying that they do not want ill clad and ill fed pe-
ople. We want a planned society, we want a planned
lifte, because the Pathans and Mughals, though small
in number, could establish hegemony in India. What
is wanted is quality and not the quantity. There
is po-pooh everywhere., I want a clarification of
that kind of thinking. As far as I know, not to speak
of that kind of thinking. As far as I know, not to
speak of educated people, even the village people are
trying to improve their lot. Now the question is—
whether we want a planned life through family pla-
nning, better education and better economic condition
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or to keep them in dishonour, disgrace, ill-clad and
ill-fed making them brute majority for political ends,
We. do not want that. We * should be clear on' this
point: - T should be clear in my mind as a member
whether ' the economic measures are the communal me-
asures where there is the demand of the- Caste Con-
ference for more schools, more roads and so many th-
ings found in the earth. We should be clear in our
mind that in the society, all people are equal and
that we want to bring all of them at rar with other
advanced sections of the society, The Government of India
also desires like that, The other day there was riot
between Hindus and Scheduled Castes in Rombay. In
Bombay on the 3rqd January, one Siva Sena told me

that they were marshelling the Marathas to rise up as a

race irrespective of caste or creed or religion. Next

morning the newspape;
was riot between

‘came out with news that there
Tindus and Scheduled castes ; that
ghastly thing happened:: There wasg Hindu Muslim
tension for many reasons ; who ig responsible who is
not responsible for that, it is for the judicial probeto find

out. In Assam, as a humble member, [ w

ant better Assam-
ese society,

and we want our people live planned life and
an honourable life, We want to util

ter development and we want our
our national and worlq affairs,

ise our people for bet-
people to contribute to

If we want to keep
them downtrodden and tumbled down under the shoes,

them like that ? I believe that in the matter of deve-

LB
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lopment and social upliftiment, the question of caste,
creed and religion do not come. What is about Madhu
Limaiya; he has won over election in Bihar; Bihar
caste politics could not prevent a man from Bombay
like him. The Christians and Muslims candidates have
been installed in Hindu majority areas in Kerela and
they won over and I have been told like that. We
do not see any kind of tension among the Kerela
Hindus and Muslims j they are advanced people, highly
cultured people and they live through the same cult-
ure. So, I respectfully request the hon’ble members
to clarify their minds., If they see any horrible
thing in the State. they may kindly clarify this. Our
distinguished friend, Shri Baraa and Smti. Barkataky
have spcken about Castism, they are not Clarifying
their accusations with facts.

+ Shri Giasuddin Ahmed — Sir, whethei~ the hon’ble member

has been given time to speak further. :
Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit—Sir, I want only another 5
minutes. Sir, the nation is undergoing tremendous change.
Sir, all kinds of modernisation is penetrating into
our life; people are somewhat rejuvenated over modern
way of living ; the modernisation is making some people
delinquent and some of them have become modern-
minded. Sir, some cinema postures are displaying all
kinds of grotesque and~ugly things which creates sex
appeal to the younger minds and which corrupt the
minds of the people; we want strict moral behaviours.
Sir, if it is possible, government should see that
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the cinema which contains elements of corrupting the
people is not allowed to be passed and this should
be prohibited because Government issues license, Sir,
I thank the Governor for his speech and his address
be adopted,

Mr. Dy. Speaker—It is 12-30 ; the House stands adjourned
till 2 p. m,

( After lunch break the Assembly met at 2 P.M, with
Mr. Speaker in the Chair )

Mr., Speaker—Before | call
speak, Shri Bishny
make a Statement,

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Bishnu Prasad ( Minister of State )— Sir, during dis-
cussion on dredging, Mr, Bhattacharjee has rightly said

that the case of dredging was considered in 1966 or
$0, After the cases were gone i

upen Shri  Bhattacharyya to
Prasad, Minister of State wants to

Shri

nto the specification
of the dredgers were fixed by a committee

and orders
were placed ag early as in 1969.

work on cost plys profit basis, The C.LW.T.C is,

however, finding it difficult to take up the work but
are trying to recruit the required personnel. It is ex-
pected that their arrangement w
take up the work,

2;

il be ready soon to
It was also enquired whether it was a “putting
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the cart before the horse’” during the discussion on
dredging. I would like to further say that the dred-
gers are yet to be handed over finally to the B.T.C
Commission.

3. Relating to training of personnel in dredging
it is stated that, as envisaged earlier, the trainees
could not be put straight to dredging works but ne-

cessary training in the line is being imparted. The
v stipernds for training are awarded onlv during last
montl.

4. Driedging works will be the concern of the
State Govt. till the flood control works are taken
over by the Govt, of India.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyye—Mr, Sreaker Sir, Shri Lalon
Prasad Singh who as the Home Secretary of the Govt.
of India was the prime architect of division of Assam
has now come to Assam as its Governor and we had

& the occasion of hearing through him the Governor’s
speech, So far as the speech of the Governor is con-
cerned, it is immaterial generally who delivers it. But
so far as the Governor of Assam is concerned, he
stands on a special footing, because unlike the Gover-
nors of other States, the Governor of Assam has got
certain extraordinary powers and responsibilities in his
individual capacity as well as because of the very geo-
graphical position and also the composition of this
frontier State, In that context, so far as the speech
of the Governor is concerned, it is to be taken with
an added amount of seriousness. As a ceremonial
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spzech, at the beginning of the session, the Governor’s
address is expected to drive at 2 things. Firstly, what
has been the achievements or failures, the promises as
as well as the possibilities used or unused by this
Government in the past year and what the Govt,
proposes to do in the coming years. These are 2 broad
aspects that should appear in the Governor’s address,
It is not merely a catalogue of certain things done.
What is necessary is the broad outlines and, there-
fore, I shall try to confine myself to the broad out-
lines of this State’s health last year and also the
present state of affairs. Sir, they say that there are
three kinds of lies, damn lies and statistics and,
therefore, I do not propose to use too much of Govt,
statistics because that comes to the third category of
lies. Furthermore, T have been toa great extent hel-
ped by the marshalling of facts by my young friend
there who spoke before me, I mean Shri Pandit,
Though our conclusions may differ, so far as the facts
are ccncerned, I think T have little to differ from
him. Sir, first of all, let us see what this Govt.
actually promised and when they made that promise
what were the possibilities. Because it is not encugh
to see only what we wish. We are also to sece whe-
ther that wish can be fulfilled and when a Govt.
makes a promise, that Govt, is expected to see both
the aspects of the matter. There has been a lot of

talk about gestation period or teething trouble, All
that we know is that even the best of wishes cannot
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transform the society overnight. We know that even
this Govt, during its eatire tenure of five years can-
not transform the society., What is mecessary is to
start, to take the direction, and to have a clear goal.
If the Govt. has a clear goal, if the Govt. takes a
correct direction to reach that goal, and if the Govt.
makers a good start, half the thing is done. Therefore,
I am not going to criticise or abuse the Goyvt, for
any failure if this actually has been set right, if its
direct’on has been correct and if its start has been
good. So far as that point is concerned, we may 80
even as far back as 1972 and I think for a Govt.
with a life span of five years, two years of gesta-
tion or teething period should be enough., To our
great pleasure and expectation, the Govt, as early as
1972 had promised certain very important and basic
things, They said that the aim of this Govt. was an
economic policy which was to be put for the removal
of poverty and elimination of acute unemployment and
these two aspects of the approach was symboiised in
the two words *Garibi hatao”. For that achievement
it was said that the policy of “Garibi hatao” would
basically mean reduction of social and economic dis-
parity and securing social justice for the common
man, especially the pocrer and vulnerable sections
of society. Iam aware that Government at that time
promised only reduction and not removal of social
and economic disparity because probably, Government
was aware that it was functioning not in a socialist
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society but it was functioning in a capitalist structure and
therefore what was possible was not a funcamenta}
revolution but only reform. I shail therefore not go
to the extent of expecting this Govt. to bring about
a millenium or to bring a revolution, but even with-
in the limited scope and ambit, the Government sajd
that it was determined to do away with poverty and
with this end in view, virtually declared war oun
poverty. After the declaration of war against poverty
and after publication of that war through the machi-
nery of the Directorate of Informations and Public
Relations of the Govt. of Assam last year, what is
the position of poverty in this state ¥ Whether in
comparison with 1972, today in 1974, poverty in Assam
has increased or decreased ? Whether the number of
people below the poverty line in this State of Assam
has increased or decreased 9 If the Government cap
say that by a substantial number at least, poverty has
been removed fror the people of Assam, [ shall say
three cheers| But even the Govt’s own figures say
that about three-fourths of our population, about 74% of
the people of Assam, are living below the poverty
line. What was the number in 1972 3 Govt, figures
say that that number, taking even a liberal view, was
63%. So, poverty has gone from 63% to 74%. Is it
to the achievement and credit of the Govt, which
promised that poverty would be reduced, that this
Govt, has declared war against poverty ?

Sir, last time, when 1 had the previlege of spea-

(=3
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king in this House, I had shown that towards the
later part of 1973, prices of almost all essential commo-
dities for the common man had gone up. Today, in the
beginning of 1974, I am sorry to say that the position has
further worsened, be it in the case of rice or in the case
of mustard oil or in the case of sugar or in the case of
paper. Therefore, the trend as we see it, is not for
the better but for the worse. Why so ? That is be-
cause of this reason that inspite of the Governor
ending has address by saying that his government is
going to bring in a *socialistic”® pattern of society,
mind, not the ‘“socialist” society, only the pattern,
only the form and not the content By socialistic
pattern of society, we find that this society is in fact
a society where there aré money crisis, production-
scarcity, exploitation of backward sections by the top
people and these are the things—not befitting a socia-
listic pattern of society, but these are vagaries which
are characteristics of a capitalist ~society. There are
societies in other parts of this world where are there
no such vagaries and they are Socialist Societies.
My friend Shri Pandit was say'ng that there are
difficulties no doubt but remember that there are di-
ficulties throughout the whole world. He said that
crisis is international. No, my friend. That is not so.
There is no one world, there are two worlds. One
world is socialist and other is capitalist:- All these

vagaries, be they money-crisis, spiralling rise in prices, be
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they unamployment, be théy exploitation of man |
by man—they do not exist in the social st werld ; but
they do exist in the capitalist world, ‘Therefore, when
you speak of the world, you only mean capitalist

world. It reminds me of the Sanskrit proverb....

(et} I famsqgel Afer:
@l TGIF %q;

When a frog jumps from one well to the other, he
boasts—1 have crossed the ocean. He corsiders the
well as the ocean. Hanuman has no comparison to
him, He forgets that ocean is not the well. So,
when you speak of the world please do not confine
yourself on'ly to the capitalist world. Remember that
there is another world, where everybody is marching
ahead and growing strong and stronger and that
world is one where people may have difficulties ; but
that world is free from vagaries that we are sufferi-
ng from,

You knoyw, Sir, Edgar Snow. He was not a
communist, He wasg ap American journalist, but then
he had 3 liberal and objective mind. He wrote the
book ‘Red Star over China’ which gave us for the

first time Sometime trye information about China, Before

his death, he wrote his last book ‘The long Revolution’.
I am tempted to quote a few lines from his book at
page 155. In that book, he said, “Tota] grain output
in 1970 was more than 240 million

tons to which
should be added accumulated

state grain reserves of
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about 40 million tons. The above figure (240 million
tons ) should be compared to the 180 million tons for
the peak year of 1957 showing thereby that despite
the damage of the “Cultural Revolution”, agricultural
production did grow by 333 per cent.” So, here there
is a country—near us of course, though it is for some
people a forbidden couniry and its achievements also
are forbidden, but even then we have got a country
nearby which became free from imparialist ycke after
about 2 years of our independence. There this achieve-
ment has been possibie due to socialism, This may
raise the question why inspite of this growth in pre-
duction, China should go in for purchases of grain
from the United States ? Not only China, Soviet
Union also has purchased hundreds and thousands of
tons of wheat from the United States and from that,
the Soviet Union has given us some as loan. This
is international trade. To this the Prime Minister of
China replied as below.

“Imported wheat is cheaper in China than rice.
China keeps the cheaper wheat for home consumption
or reserves and exports rice, in balance, to Cuba and
Ceylon in exchange for sugar and rubber, for example,
and uses itin African trade. China also sends milli-
ons of tons of rice to help Vietnam and other
countries.”

My friend was saying that in Assam when we g0
for industries, we should remember what the climatic
condition of this State is & what are our raw mate-




70

Debate on the Governor’s Address 6 February

rials, Whatever industries we build, should ke based
on these considerations. [ fully agree with him. But
tell me Sir—there are 62 jute mills in West Bengal
and who supplies the raw materials to those Mills 7
Is not after the partition of India, Assam the biggest

raw jute producer of India 2 And yet when Assam

applies for the second or third Jute Mill the Govi. .

of India is standing on the way—they are not giving
licence. Even Assam’s Jute Mill is southt io be taken
to Meghalaya, I mean to Garo Rills. Why should
we not have as many jute mills as our raw mat rials
can feed ? What other industries shall we do if we
cannot do the industries for which we have got the
raw materials ? Sir, Assam produces more than half
of the tea of India and yet where is the Tea Board
of India ¢ Where is it located 2 Tea Board provides
employment opportunities. Is there any Assamese among
the Tea Board’s employees ? By Assamese, [ mean a
man from Assam in that Tea Board. Is there a re-
presentative, and elected representative from Assaim in
that tea board ? 1 mean any member of this House ?
Why ? If Assam being the prime producer of tea (annot
locate the Tea Board in Assam, then should we not
expect any move from thjs Govt. 3 It has been said
that the Gauhati Tea Auction Market is growing and
is expected to grow further, Is it not a fact that it
had to be fought for ¢y The Tea Auction Market at
Gauhati was not easily agreed to. The people of
Assam and the then Govt, had to fight together for

v
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it. What is that impediment which is ‘standing on
the way of building bridges over Brah'maputra one at
Jogigopa and another at Silghat when there can be a
dczen of bridges over the Ganges 2 What is the im-
pediment standing on the way of construction of Broad
Gauge railway line upto Dibrugarh and Tinsukia when
other States of India are having the same 3 What are
these impediments which are standing on the way of
using our forest resources for paper mills and other
industries ? These are the matters which should be
takea into consideration. We know that we do not
live in a self-contained world, For many things we
may have to go to outside the State of Assam and may
ve outside India, We produce more than sufficient
foodgrains. More than what the people need rather
more than what the people can eat. We produce tea
coal, jute and oil and yet inspite of such richness,
inspite of the flora and fauna Assam is the poorest.
If the Govt. cannot stand against this disparity, against
this injustice and cannot make its backbone, straight
and strong then I should say that this Govt. has no
right to exist. No Sir, I am again reverting to Edgar
Snow. 1n China “Production is steadily increasing in
chemical fertiliser, cotton textiles, steel, oil an SO Of.
Every one of these industries was of course disturbed
and seriously affected during the years of the ‘Cultural
Revolution’. The losses incurred during that period
however were made up after the recovery which led
to consolidation and further advance”. Such was the
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picture given by the Prime Minister of tie country
in his talk with the American author. This picture
is, in fact, in conformity with the picture in tie So-
viet Union and other socialist countries, Many of
them had serious internal convulsions. Some of themn
like Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland having gone
through armed confrontations at scme slages, Thesc
convulsions and confrontatious did have = temporar,ly
damaging ellect on their growtn., Despite these Le1po-
rary disturbances and damages, however, the socialist
economies are growing and socio-cultural life is devye-
loping. This stands in marked constrast with the
internal situation in the capitalist countries whege
rates of growth of developweatare not only far owe,
than those in the socialist countries but their growy
is through a process of mountiug inflation, 8rowing
unemployment and other acute social problems, For
instance, while the currencies of all capitalist Couantries
are going from one crisis to another, the currencjeg or
the sozialist coantries are able to miintain taejp Stabulity,
Prices of all consumer goods in the capitalist countries
are going higher and higher, the difference between
one capitalist country and another being only one of
degree, while the socialist countries are free from thig
and other manifestations of the crisis, Some of fhe
socialist countries are, in fact, having reductions ip
the prices of conmsumer goods, The superiority of the
socialist system i5, 10 short, being proved by the facts

of economic life. The bankruptey of the capitalist
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i system is there fer all to see.

Now, wiien we hear of the rise in prices, growing
unemployment, growing poverty, regional disparity and
all these, do we find this state of affairs to be in
conformity: with the State of affairs of a Socialist
Country or with the State of affairs of a capitalist
country ? This is the watershed, this is the dividing
line; One may give slogans, one may style himself
as a socialist or even more than that; But facts may
quite different. Without going further into all these
quotations, I should like to say that it is time for
the Govt. to say what exactly they mean by their
socialis. Edgar Snow devotes three whole chapters to
to the question of how the Chinese people live ; how
the State is helping them to improve their living standard ;
how the army and other organs of the State and the
- party are serving the people; how the medical and

public health requirements of the people are met by
a system of integrating of the ancient Chinese system
of treatment with modern medicine, and so on. [see
ihe Medical Min’ster is absent in the House i but even
then I should like to say about it, Here .in Assam
the indigenous system of medicine has not been given
even the stepmotherly treatment—it has been comple-
» tcly neglected and as a result, the local genius, the
local capacities have found it difficult to grow.
Therefore, I want to say that if the Goverament
really means to do something Government shall have

to look to its very character and some efforts shall
have to be made to change the very structure and the
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basic character of the State. When I was listening
to the Governor’s speech I was reminded of the old
saying that ‘“Nero was fiddling while Rome was bu-
rning”. Having seen the flames of Rome he was saying
“How beautifully Rome burns * Here there isa Go-
vernor who comes and says “Things are going on
according to plan and further advances in this dire-
ction will be made.” If this is the plan, God help
us from ‘the plan. Probably I am wrong because the
Governor speaks only for a small minority of top people.
I have got a huge bundle of newspapers before me:
All these relate to the latter part of December last.
Here you will see grand advertisements, Here there
there is some Beile view hotel, 1 do not know whe-
ther the view will be of a French “belle” or Assamese
Beli. T do not kunow, butat a time when people were
starving, when rice was not available, mustard oil was
not availuble, even salt became scarce, Atta and Moida
Were not available; and as a matter of fact, when
people have had to be running after this commodity
and that for mere existence, at that time, here there
Is a society which presents grand dinner, exotic dances

captivating cabaret and so on, Here there is a society

that heralds the new year with choicest drinks in a
“dry® city where somevody’s husband goes on dancing
with somebody else’s wife swinging and singing ‘Happy
new year to youw’. On the other hand, in the midst

of Lachit Nagar that very morning two poor impov-
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erished people were found dead with tattered clothes.
Here there is a society within a stone-throw distance
from the Chief Minister’s house where somebody is
keeping a concubine in a good building in addition
to his wife and many others, and yet in his own
wards there is a family which only a few months
ago used to be a trained carpenter in the Railways.
Unfortunately it so happened that he isa man belo-
nging to the Kaivarta community. Here with his wife
and six children for three days he goes on starving:
He goes and keeps his wife and the two youngest
children in his father-in-laws house and thereafter, he
comes to an Assamese magnanimous contractor and
begs for a morsel of food in in lieu of his personal service.
Which of these societies does this Government repre-

sent ? My friend Shri Pandit asked whether this Gov-
ernment has been encouraging casteism. What we are
to look to is not to the accident of birth, but to the
position where he is. At any rate, my submission is
that here in India there are two societies-——one soci-
ety is of the overwhelming majority of the poor and
the other society is of the very few rich, the very
few ‘haves’, and this Government’s wrong and anti-
democratic policies have resulied in helping this small
minority to exploit the vast majority which is poor
and this has resulted in high prices. This Government
lias totally failed to ensure the people of food and
other essential commodities causing starvation to milli-
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ons of people. Rampant corruption and growth of
money power has bsen coroding the very structure—
social, economic and political - of the State, and asa
matter of that throughout the whole country, A para-
llel market is flourishing ; I do not say ‘black’ market
because what they are doing, they are doing it in
broad day light. It has become the presiding deity
of the establishment deciding its very fate, This ought
to have got expression in the Governor’s address, but
unfortunately this side is completely lost sight of.
The policy of the Government in the face of acute
shortage of vital necessities, high prices, black market
and all round corruption, is only equal to the leth-
argy of political forces like ourselves which seemingly
have the cause of the masses at heart. But that is

onlly “Seemingly”; otherwise we ought to have revol-

ted. There is no doubt a great deal of noise and

some of these noises we also had created. But we
have not been doing anything as a sort of movement
or revolution, A time has come when this sort of
noise should not be enough. That poor lady Marie
Antoinette did not know in what condition the masses
lived. That gentleman Mr. L. P. Singh probably does
not know in what condition the people of Assam are

living ; but we the chosen representatives of the people |

should have given call for revolt, for a revolution
against the present state of affairs. A small section

of the people are profiting out of the general scarcity
with connections they have with the regime that be,
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and they are perpetrating punitive action on the pec-
ple. You can hatao pothing with this group of men
with large amounts of biack money who ‘have close
links with those at the top. These big bellies have
got so closs  links with power that yoa1 cannot
haiao this situation of torpor and hopelessness and
nothing can grow and prosper. Of late you have seen
some examples of this anarchy. In certain areas on
certain occasions peopls not only rejected the power that
bs buat people also have rejested those who are to be in
power. People have voted for anachy. Why ¢ Because this
is a situation which is borne out of hopelessess and
it is in this situation that a fanatical cult can grow
and prosper. Let ‘us not forget the lessons of history.
The history of the fall of the Weimer Republic, the
State of Koumintang in China in the late thirties and
the Siate of affairs in - Spain a little before France
invaded that country are all reminuders that history
has a pattern even though it does mnot wholly
repeat itself. It is warning which not only the
Government should take, all of wus should take.
Either we bring in an organised revolution of
face annihilation and be prepared O be annih-
slated. It does not matter if some individuals or
groups are aanihilated but it matters if the socicly 18
thrown into pieces and if the society itself becomes
doomed. Therefore, it is not enough to say that we
have plans and we are 80ing according to pians. I
admit plans are there and there are also allocat.ons
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but what is missing is “the pecple”. You may have
very good plans; but are the people associated in
building up plans and in operating them ? Failure
of the political leadership including ourselves 1o mobi-
lise popular enthusiasm and to associate people with
developmental work is there, and more and more work
is being entrusted to burcaucracy whose outlook is
enachronistic, wooden and v:ry often reactionary., I
remember a meeting which was held in Rabindra Bha-
van. The Chief Minister and his predecessor in office
addressed the meeting and I was also present there,
There in that meeting, and that wasa meeting of the
bureaucrats, the Chief Minister in a very sharp togue,
and T must say in a very sweeping way, said that
bareaucracy was sought to bz crushed and the Govern-
ment servants should have to be the servants of the

people. And after that he was

going about shouting
the same thing and ths

bureaucracy took it with cy-
nical smiles, Now, after two

years we have seen that
the gentleman who wanted

to crash bureaucracy has
become a slave of burezzucracy. He cannot do any-
the burcaucracy, The bure-
aucracy is now making him dance to js tune,
Not that the bureaucracy has changed but Chijef Mi-
nister is bound to dance to the tune of bureaucracy

because inspite of the best wishes that he might have,

he could not carry the people with him,

thing except through

Otherwise
there would have besn a popular upsurge, This po-

pular uvpsurge ought to be there but we have failed
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to bring in that popular upsurge. It is true that big
£

things are often first thcught of by a limited number
of people. But even the best slogans remain mere
slogans unless and until people's support is there.
You can go on shouting the best theories from the
house-top but unless and until the masses take up
the slogan and work if, all this will remain barren.
In my opinion people’s intelligent and understanding
participation is a must; but uptill now ail the slo-
gans of the Government have remained barren and
that barrenness is writ large in the Governor’s address.

Now, one might ask, you have all the time been
criticising and showing a negative attitude, and one
might even patronisingly concede and console, “After
all being what you are in the opposition, you are
bound to criticise the Governmeiit and taken this ne-
aware that at

gative attitude.” No, Sir, I am quite

least so far as I am conecerncd, remaining in the
opposition does nct mean that one should take a ne-
gative attitude. 1 do nut take the opposition in a
Patliamentary democracy like that. I think that what-
ever I say should be based not only on facts but it
also should have some perspective, and when 1 make
criticism I must ailso show the way out of course accois
ding to my humble capacity. So, I am coming 1o
that. In my opinion there is a way out if and only
if the Government has the courage to take a decision.
It can ask for a period of total austerity: It can in-

troduce austerity provided it is prepared to lead the
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way. Remaining in grandeur, rolling in luxury, was-
ting public money like anything and asking the people
to wait and suffer, cannot inspire the masses. If the
Government wants to inspire the people, Government
as the leader shall have to lead the way, After ali,
who will be criticised if not the authority 3 Begears
are not criticised, those who are in authority are
criticised. Therefore, those who have taken the respon-
sib.lity of Government must lead the way, If the
Government itself lives in luxury then it has no moral
right to ask the people to lead an austere life, Sir,
I am not going to say anything about the individual
Ministers because that will bring the debate toa low
level. 1 would only ask the Ministry collectively, do
they and can they inspire the people ¢ Honestly, if
they can say ‘yes’, then I will thirk that all is pot
lost,

I know, the cho'ce before the Government is un-
pleasant and dificalt. They are in between two horns
of 2 dilemma. If they continue to.condone the black-
marketing and-its operation as it is now being tolerated,
then they will create a sitvation of revolt from the
middle and working clasies and the productive and
supervising woik will collapss. Already it is in the
process of collapse. If black-marketing, the parallel
market and the money power is being tolerated, helped
and patronised then that dire situation is bound to
come. Of course, if there is a revolution then it is
a different matter. On the other hand, if it tackles the
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problems reasonably from the pecople’s point of view,
it will find itself contributing to changing tflf; very
class-sttucture of the present society. You cannot cha-
fige the society by a white washing here or a patch
there, The very basic structure of the society shall
hlave fo be changed and all efforts shall have to be
made in that direction with that goal; I am quite
aware Sir, that after all, the State machinery is a super
structure ; after all, the political power is super struc-
ture. The basic thing is economy irrespective of what
strata of societv has political power. I fully agree
with Shri Pandit that the economic power in our
country is in the hands of big cépitaliists, both indige-
nous and foreign, But then in human society politi-
cal super-structure also influences in changing the base.
We are not merely creature of history; we are in a

sense also creators of history. If with that under-
standing, determination, clarity, direction and goal

Government takes a move forward I think, even now
we can free our society from the impending anarchy ;
otherwise anarchy will come, The apparatus does not
function without a direction. A direction mu‘"s‘_t have
a gool as a prerequisite, Those who speak of socia-
lism and of socialistic pattern of society should decide
it once for all and should be clear in their minds
as to what -they mean by socialism whether they mean
fabian Socialism or Scientific Socialism, Once they decide
it scigntifically, they will have the courage and clérity.

Sir, T do not propose to go into the details of
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the matter. But before I finish I should Iike to say
or I should like to ask the Government again a few
questions. Government made certain promises, One
promise was, and this promise is 2 years’ old, that as
result of the land reform, land will be distributed to
the landless and small farmers. T should like to know
how much of land has been given to the landless
and poor peasants within the two years of rule by
the present Government. The second prdmise was that
with a view to bring a new pattern, farming corpo-
rations compdsed of landless agriculturists would be
set up, I should like to know how may farming cor-
porations have actually been operating, how many
thousands of acres of land these corportions have been
tilling, how many thousands of men are behind the
plough in these corporations ? In what physical term
is the achievement of the farming corporations uptill
now ? What was the input and output ¢ Government
éaid that with a view to the ensuring of production
employment to the poor and unemployed, they would
be given various employment opportunities and that
quite a large number of people would be employed,
I should like to know how many new employments
have been created and also wkat is the number who
have got employment. Government promised regenera-
tion of village industries including sericultuyre and
weaving units of shops and establishments, | should
like to know in concrete terms the facts and figures

of these establishments newly set up, Government

]




1974 Debate on the Governor’s Address 33

promised to set up hundreds of small industrial units
within a year; they said they had ready plans and
arrangements for 50 small scale units at different pla-
ces of the State and that these units would be of soap
making, black-board, mechanised carpentery, umbrella
assembly, tyre retreading, khandsari sugar, servicing and
steel fabricating, Backery & confectionery, printing
press, saw mill etc. I should like to know number of
each of them that has come up. In'addition to that,
Government promised that within this period the pro-
ject like Alum, pre-stressed concrete poles, building
bardware and steel electrical accessories etc and moul-
ded electrical goods would be finalised. I should like
to know what is the achievement in this regard.
Government said thata massive and broad-based food
production programme had been launched for the gro-
wing of winter paddy and other rabi crops. I should
like to ask the Minister, Agriculture whether in com-
parison with last year this year there has been less
growing of rabi crops, less growing of Boro, wheat,
potatoes, pulses, brinjals etc. in the State of Assam ?
Government promised that wheat seeds would be given
with 25% subsidy. Has this promise been kept ? T
do not want vague assurances, [ want coacrete facts,
Wheat seeds were to be distributed with 25% subsidy.
Whether this has been given to the people ? Whether
pesticides which was to be given at the rate of Rs.7/-
per acre has been given ? Seeds of peas, lentils,
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romised. Whether these

IR-8, mustard etc. were also Pi
gure 7 Then there

have been given and what is the &
was promise of irrigation of 7 thousand acres area
free of cost. Has it been done ? If so, what is the
area which has been irrigated 1

Then, Sir, regarding tractorisation, it was promised
that 70 thousand acres of area would be provided
tractorisation free of cost and wheat thrashing in that
area would be provided wherever {easible free or cost.
Sir, T want to know whether this assurance has re-
mained on paper or something has been done in this
reépect? Sir, I am not concerned for a long period:
I want figures only for last one year. Then, Sir, it
was promised that employment opportunities for milli-
ons of unemployed people would be provided. Sir, I
should like to know whether Govt. has created em-
ployment opportunitics for even one lakh of unempleo-
yed people, not to speak of n 1iIIons? Whether Govt.
has created any new employment opportunity in the
last two years. Then, it was promised that provision
for input services and credit facilities would be made
for activities like horticulture, animal husbandary, poul-
try, farming and the like, ¥t was also promised that
the Farming Corperations which would be constituted

by landless agriculturists would look after. the full
irrigation works throughout the year for all the culti-

vable lands. There would be provision for supply of
agro-machinery, such as tractors, power-tillers etc, on

hire. There would be provision of supply of inputs,
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seeds, seedlings, fertiliscr, pesticides ete, There would
be provison for facilities and services for ancilliary
income through poultry, dairy and other rural occu-
pations. There would be provision of marketisg faci-
lities, banking etc. It was also promised that there
would be general coordination of the Farming Cor-
porations with all the Govt. Deptts. These were all
tall talks and big promises. It was said that all
these would be done on a war-footing. Sir, I want
to know whether anything at all has been done with-
in these two years ? If so, in what way ? Then I
shall put one more question and finish my speech.
I would like to say that Govt. have made promises
that within a year or so remarkable progress would be
made and that the programme of this size of unpre=-
cedented levels of investment would help pull the lever
for the much awailed soaring of the Dblate’s economy
towards the wide expanse of prosperity, plenty and
in-built dynamism of compound growth rate; that it
would open new and wide vistas of additional emp-
loyment opportunities both direct and indirect, and
would pave the way for a stable and ever-growing
agricuitural economy not any more dependent on the
vagaries of monscon, These were the solemn promises
of the present Govt. when it came to power. In this
connection my memory goes back to Marie Antoinette.
When the hungry people gathered in front of the Royal
Place, she is alleged to have said “If they did not |
have bread, can’t they take cakes 9 S0, Sir, here
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also it will be something like this and the answer
will decide what the people will do,

Sir, the Chief Min‘ster is fond of stories, So, T would
I'’ke to finish my speech  with a story, The Chief
Min‘ster gave a story {rom the Ramayana, I shalj give
one from the Mahy :baratha. It is like this. There wag
a king whoss name was Ben and he was responsible
to the people for a Jot of promises, Buat after a few
years of his rule, suffering of the people started and
intensified, They grew restive. When the people approa-
ched the King, the King said, “What can T do ?
Natura] calamities like floods, drought etc. are resporn-
sible for all these, It is the *Kala’ the Fate or Na-
ture which had done aji these things” Then the people
said, “You promised us that such and such things
would be done, But you could not do anything, Now
you are blaming God of Nature 1 No, we are not
satisfied.”  So, they went to Prajapati  Brahma—ag
umpire. Then Brahma saidiz s,

WA A wRR A, v A A Figay

2 ® ey HYT—1E Fiany Ftqew

He made it clear that so far as the state of the
Sociely is caaccrned, so far as the lot of the people
is concerned, the blame coanot be laid on Nature of
Time, It is the Govt. that rales the country which
must bear the fylt respoasibility for the state of aff.

Then the people asked ‘Wpae
should wedos ” Brahma said, “Either Ban

airs of the society,

shall meng

\
B
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7 himself or you will end him.” So is the case here. Either
Ben mends himself, or people will end him | With
these words, Sir, I finish my speech.

( Mr. Speaker vacated the chair at 310 PM and Shri
Pushpadhar Chaliha occupied the chair )
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Speaker—The House stands adjourmed till 10 a. m.
tomorrow (7.2.74).

The House then rose at 430 P. M. and stood adjourned

¢l 10 a. m. on Thursday the 7th February, 1974,

P: D. Barua
Secretary,

Dated, Dispur
Assam Legislative Assembly.

The 6th Februéry, 1974




