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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Date ; 12th February, 1974

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur, at
10 a.m. with the Hon’ble Speaker in the Chair, 10
( ten ) Minister, 3 ( three) Minister of State,
65 ( Sixty five ) members.

STARRED
QUESTION AND ANSWERS
( to which oral replies were given )
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2 QUESTIUNS AND ANSWERS 12th Februa,y
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1974 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 3
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 12th February

Re : Extension of School Session.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :

*63. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Government has extended the
session upto the 3Ist March ?

(b) If so, will the students have to pay tuition fees for
15 months in the same class ?

school

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education ) replieq -
(a) Yes.

(b) Yes.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I know
from the Hon’ble Minister, Fducation, whether itis not g
fact that the students are required to pay tuition feeg for
12 months for an academic session ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ) : Yes, sir.
Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Sir, may T know from the
Hon’ble Minister, Education, whether students wi]] be com-

pelled to pay tuition fees for 15 months for the academic
session ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister): s;
to Q. (B), I have given the answer—‘yes’,
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(b) If so, whether Goverament is aware that
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Re : Carriage contract fer cement.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

# 54, Will the Minister, P.W.D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a particular contractor/Firm
of Shillong M/s. National Carriers, were given carriage
contract for cement from Shillong to Gayhati for Capital

Construction ?
the persons

behind this firm were involved in a c€as¢ with the State

Government in the name of another Firm?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this carriage contract was
given to this firm directly by the Secretary, P.W.D. at
Shillong ?

" Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W.D.) replied :

(a) Shri Tara Singh ( M/s. National Carriers ) of Shillong
was given contract to carry cement from factory at Cherra-
punjee for construction of Temporary Capital along With
some other parties,

b) P.W.D. is not aware of any such fact.

(c) Yes.
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Shrimatj Renyka Deyj Barkatak; * Sir, in answer tqo Q (b)

the Hon’p]e Minister has stated that P.W D, IS not aware

of any such fact, fp view of this, may I knoyw from the
on’ple Minijster Whether Governm, [
that My Eagle & Co. hag

firm pq M/s Nationa] Carrj

Dr. Lutfyr Rahmap ( Minjster ): Sir

(b), I have stated thyy PWD. i 00t aware of any such
fact,

T, A T e ficm (pe
e is any machinery to see 'that
Y to itg destination ?

! : =S, 8ir, and we get the
account from the Officers ¢, ;

Shri Dulaj Chandry Baryg , Whether any physica]
fication has been made on this account 9

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Mlnfster): iécs) Sir, Physical yeri.
fication jg made after It jg rec‘ieved,

Verj—

Shri Dylal Chandra Barya,; g Government aware of thq
fact that half of the cement carrjaq in the Name of capita]
construction jg diverted from Jorabat to Upper Assam side ¢

Dr. Lutfur Rahmap ( Minister) :

Government Is not aware
of any such thing,

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury: May I know
hon’ble Minister Whether Government hag

noney to the Cement Co. s 1If SO, What jg

from the
advanced any

the amouyt ?
Jr, Lutfur Rahmgn (Minister) Y esy Sir,

the totg] amount
5 not with me,

~

hri Dulal Chandra Baruga What it the basis on which
Ich agencies are appointeq y

7
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Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : On the basis of experience
and capability.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Why this has not been
entrusted to the Assam and Meghalaya State Road Transport
Corporation ? :

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) . They have not got the
capacity.

Shri Dulal Chandaa Barua : Whether it is a fact that Assam
and Meghalaya State road Transport Corporation wanted
to carry cement byt they were refused permission

Dr Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : In fact, T gave an offer
to them, but the Corporation aid not have the required
capacity,

Shri Dula] Chandra Barua ;: When the offer was given ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : Tt is about two months,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Under what rule, the
Secretary P WD, can give such contract directly to the
contractor for a particular project ? :
DJ'-_LUIfur Rahman ( Minister ) ; It is the duty of the
of W. D, to do thijs, ’
Shrimati Renuka Devj Barkataki : So, the Secre_tary, P.W.D,
was directly involved in the capital construction project ¢
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : Yes Sir, definitely Secre-
tary, PWD, is concerned with the construction of the
capital project.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barva : What is the total quantity so
far purchased by the Government for construction to tem-
porary capita] ? :

Tl‘n Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : * The total quantity so
far allotted is 3,675 metric tonnes, of which a quantity
of 244745 metric tonnes has so far been released by the
Assam Cements,
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Are we ‘to understand that S
the entire: construction has bee g

0 completed by Government . |
by locally manufactured cement or Government procured F’ S

Cement from outside the State and if so, what is the
quantity of cement procured from outside the State o

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) ; That figure is not with me,

Shri Balabhadra Das: Whether
from the contractors and w
ders, for carrying cement
submitted tenders s

tenders were ¢ led for
hat are the dates of such ten-
and who are the parlies that

A

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Mi@i_ts;-;: Quotations were called }?’
for, .but the date is not with me ~

Shri- Balabhadra Das: From how mahy parties quotations
were called for ¢ :

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) :
is not with me. .

Shii -'Balabhadra Das: .
agency ?

.Total number of parties

- o -

So, we cam say what it is a bogus

Dr Lutfur Rahman ( Minisfer) .
Sir. .. . :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: May | know. from the Hon’ble
Minister what are the agencieg through which the Government

of Assam thc P.W.D. Deptt. isv proguring cement from
outside the State y _ .

This is a wrong aspersion, L

N

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Nﬁnister);

There is no agency as
such., Cement is a]lotted to the

Government Of Assam.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua; Whether the Govrenment s B
awere of the fact that the quantity of cmert allotted in the |
name of Assam Governi.ent P.W D, is sold out in Calcutta ¢ v .

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ); That is not a question i

of sclling. Sometimes some quantity of cement booked for !
Assam P.W.D. does not reach the destination in Agsam,
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1974 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 9
may be duae to transport bottle-neck at Farakka or some
other reason, and such cement is diverted to other places.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether any verification has
been made so far if diversion of cement to other places
is mude due to transport bottle-neck or sold out in the
Calcutta market 9 '

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : T cannot say whether it
has been sold out in the Calcutta market, but-I took it
up at the highest level.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, the hon’ble Minister has said
that cement allotted to Assam is sometimes diverted to
other places due to transport bottle-neck etc. I want to
know whether the quantity is sold out or pot.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : Thave already said, sir
cement is a Perishable commodity and due to transport
bottle-neck, diversion to other places js made sometimes,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua . Whether the quantity is
diverted to other pleces with the knowledge of the Goverment
of Assam 9

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : G_overnment of Assam
knows of such diversion, '

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether prior permission is
necessary from the Goverment of Assam for such diversion.
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister): [ do mnot think any
permission 1is necessary.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : It is mnot very clear,
Sir. The hon’ble Minister has said that the quantity
allotted to Assam is sometimes diverted to somewhere else
and at the same time, the Minister has said that no prior
permission is needed for such diversion. May I know from
the hon’ble Miuister if in the name of the railway difficulties,
the quota allotted to Assam can be diverted to some other

places without the permission of the Assam Government ?
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/

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : Sir, cement 1S in short
supply in every State and each State requires much more _
cement than allotted. As guch, if the quota allotted for §°
Assam cannot reach the destination® in Assam due to
transport_difficulties, the quantity is diverted only then.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : I want to know when
it is diverted : whether at the point of allotment or after
the quantity is lifted 4

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) : Both are correct. When
suppliers do not get the required number of wagons, diversion
is made at the place of production and the quantity is
sent to some other States. At the same time when thee
is any transport difficulty on way,. due toany bottle-neck
at Farakka ectc. the wagons are sent back to other places.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : I am -asking whether
cement is diverted at the source of allotment or diverted
after allotment for distribution to private parties v

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister) : Tt is not distributed a'mong
private parties.
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Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury : The h: n’ble Minister has
said that due to non-availability of wagons. cement had to
be diverted to other States, \ :
this to the Ministery of Railwa
of wagons ¢

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) -

s B Not only that I referred
this 1 writing but I took this

up personally at Delhi

Wh.ther the Minister rel’errcdwé» ‘
¥s and Transport for allotment

B

.



1974 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 11

and T got some cement, about 6.000 metric tonnes, in the
month of December ard January last.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah ; The Minister has stated that
both ways cement, were diverted. May I know from the
Minister after allotment of cement in the name of Assam
Government, whether prior permission is obtained if any
quantity has to be diverted ? May T know from the hon‘ble
Minister in charge of P. W.D. whether such permission
has obtained even after lifting the quota from the place
of production or on the way it was diverted and no action

has so far been taken and were DO intimation even given
to the Government of Assam to this effect ¢

Dr. Lutfur Rahaman ( Minister ) ; I have already stated
the position, Sir. In fact the suppliers are to sponsor the
wagons and when wagons arein short supply or they cannot
reach the destination in Assam due to tfansport bottle-neck
on way, the quantity is diverted to other places because
cement is a perishable commodity.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound @ Sir, isit a fact that cement
is sold at higher prices at some places and the quantity
does not reach the destination in Assam not because of
shortage of wagon ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister ) ¢ That may be correct, Sir.
Our official information is that wagons are not available
in time and so cement does not reach the destination
in Assam,
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Starred Questions nos 66, 67, and 68 were not takon up
as the Hon’ble members were absent.

Re : Sugar Mills.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked ¢

% 69. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to states
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government of India has
sanctioned seven Sugar Mills in Assam ?

(b) Who has undertaken the work of these Sugar Mills ?

(c) What is the progress made in this connection ?
Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister, Industries ) replied :

(@) Not yet,
(b) M/s. Assam Industrial Development Corporation Ltd.
under advice of the “Assam Sugar Industry Development
Board” has been doing all preliminary works In connec—
tion with the proposed Sugar Mills. N

(c) Applications for licenses for 7 Sugar Mills have been
submitted ; survey conducted and feasibility report submi-
tted to Government of India ; the **Assam Sugar Industiry
Development Board” constituted ; Screening Commiittee,
Government of India, Ministry of Food and Agriculture
have considered the 7 applications which are NOW pend-
ing for consideration before the Licencing Committee.
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Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, when the Govern-
ment expect that letters of intent for the seven sugar mills
will be issued by the Government of India ?

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ); Sir, I do expect some

letters of intent in no time but I cannot say whether all
the seven letters of intent will be there.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, seven project Teports
have been submitted for approval of the Government of
India. 'May I know whether the sites have been selected 9

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ) ; The feasibility report

e

which has been prepared by the expert team frem Kanpur
after visiting different districts and a few sites in every
district have indicated some sites. After the final conside-
ration by the Government of India of the feasibility report,
the site, 1 mean the districts, will be indicated by the
Government of India and then we will select the sites accor-
ding to the feasibility which we have obtained.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, the Minister has stated
that the sites will be selected finally by the expert commi-
ttez and also the project report will be prepared by them,
Now the expert committee consists of members from outside
{he State, Therefore, may I know from the Minister in-
charge Industries whether anybody, any expert from the Sta.te
has been associated in that expert commiitee ¢ If mot, 1n
what why the so called experts coming from outside the
State will understand the difficulties or potentialities oOF
otherwise in the State of Assam in getting up'such industres ?
Shri Mahammad Tdris, Minister g Sir, our local engineers
in the A.I.DC. have-been associated with that expert team
and also this expert team discussed with all the departmental
heads and officers of the concerning departments like,
Agriculture. But Sir, abcut the feasibility report we.cannot
but rely on expert opinion. So the project report Whl.Ch will
be prepared, it would surely need expert opinion, indige-
nous or from outside.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Are we 10 understand _that
there is nobody in Assam to advise the expert commitiee
or the Government of Assam about the potentiality of
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sugar mills in the State of Assam and that is why we
are to borrow expert advice from outside the State and
for which we are facing a crisis in the industrial deve-
lopment in the State of Assam ?

\

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ) : Expert, in that sense
really there is dearth of such expert in our State. QOne
should not hesitate to admit it. If experts come from
outside, our engineers or cXperts who are available here,
they also give their opinion and fully participate with
the outside experts in formulating a corcentrated view.
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Shri Ataur Rahman: Can the Minist

unlike Dergaon, these proposed sug
tain any distillaries ?

€r assure us that
ar mills will not con-

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ) .

This matter would be
considered in a later stage, Sir,

HIIST (WS T AAS FEAA 4 W&l T =g
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Re : FEradication of poverty and unemploment,

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked .

#70. Will the Chicf Minister be pleased to state -

(@) The progress of nine point time bound schemes anno-
unced by the Chief Minister to eradicate poverty and
unea.ployment in the State ?

(b) What is the total amount spent uptil now against this
programme 9

(¢, What are the schemes taken now ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied ;

(a), (b) & (€)—The Ninepoint schemes coverd programmes
under Land Reforms, Agricultural Development Village and
Small Scale [ndustries, Rural Electrification, Afforestation
and Soil Conservation, Housing, Compulsory Primary Edu-
cation, setting up of Middle and High Schools and of
Model Sciools at the rate of one per Sub-division. There

' has been Considerable progress in the implementation of

all these programmes during 1972-73 and 1973-74, excepting
for the setting up of a Model High School in each Sub-
division which jg proposed to be taken up during Fifth
Plan period by the education Department, The money
spent so far on these programmes is indicated below :—

: ( Rs. in crores )
Expndr. (1972—74)  Fifth Plan
outlay pro-
posed

I. Land Reforms 0.46 2.65
2. Agricultural Development 4.29 32.40
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3. Village and Smal Scale

Industries 2.28 10.30

4. Rural Electrification 3.00 42.00
5. Afforestation and soil

Conservation : 172 7.96

6. Housing 0.6 2.90

7. Compulsory primari Edn. 1.44 11.56

8. Middle and High School 1.68 11.00

9. Model High School Nil 1.00

Total s — 1547 121.77

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki; Sir, the Chief Minister
has said that during 1972-74 an amount of Rs. 15.47 crores
of rupees have been spend on these schemes. May | know
from the Chief Minister in concrete terms as to the
locations of the schemes, bow many persons employed

and what is the impact of poverty so far as the schemes
are concerned ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister): Sir, the
schemes which have been launched have a certain back-
ground and this background must be first understood to
understand the implication of the schemes and the im.
pact that has been produced on the people. This is, in
a way, to implement the election manifesto, Assam Con-
gress Legislature Party took a resolution on the 26th April,
1972 outlining the wurgency and necess.ly to eradicate
unemployment and poverty within the shortest possible
time. On the basis of this resolution which has been
accepted by the State Government a number of schemeg

have been drawn up and this would require « expenditure
as indicated Sir, as a matter of fact the

9-scheme programme, these is a num
In cruse of progressive steps,
been taken up, The financial position of Ag
weak due to the low rate of economic growth which has
inhibited the growth of public fevenues. Except, therefore,

se Is not only the
ber of other schemes,

il any other schemes have
sam 1s extremely
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the amounts that may be available to the State from the
Bank and other Financial Institutions, the rest of the
amount would have to be made available mainly by the
Central Government since the scope of outlay within the
ambit of the 4th Plan is extremely Jimited. Immediately
after the new Government was formed, these schemes Were
formulated, These are not the only schemes. It is just
2 start and subsequently many other schemes were also
formulated This is a process to remove the poverty, 10
remove the inequality and to give employment to the
unemployed, Now, let us consider Land Reform, in the
year 1972-74 only Rs. 46 lakhs have been spent. In Land
Reform, the Ceiling Act has been passed and the pro-
cess has started though we have not been able to make
much headway. We have, however, done something and
this has incurred this expenditure Similarly, in Agricultural
Development also we have spent some money to imple-
ment some sch:'mes on agriculture. The scheme is not a
ctatic thing. It is just the starting and we are taking up
more and more with the object of removing poverty and
inequality. As a natter of fact, with more schemes W€
are moving to the 5th plan more schemes are included
in the 5th Plan, This is a process. It isnot a static thing.
It has given rise to a dynamic thinking. We are at the thresh
of the 5th plan in which such schemes have been included.

Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya s Sir, so far as the question
(cy 1is concerncd, it was, “What are the schemes taken now’ 1
The Chief Minister has already replied that in Agricultural
Development and Village Industries along 657 lakhs of rupees
have been spent. We want to know what are the agricultural
development schemes, in concrete terms, in which place what
agricultural farms and what Village industries have been

taken up for which 657 lakhs of rupees have already been
spent.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) Sir, this will
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be a long list and if the Hon’ble Members want T can submit
the list of schemes.

Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyva : That list on which this
money has been spent—we want that list,

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : T will give.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, the Chief Minjster has
stated that an amount has been spent - on the Housing

Schemes. May T know from the Hon’ble Chief Minister
what are those Housing schemes for which this

amount hus
been spent ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, this will be
a very long list. T have not brought the list with me now,
As the Hon’ble Members want it, I will submit the list.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minjster
has said that Housing Scheme is one of the schemes taken
up to eradicate poverty. May I know the amount of money
surrendered during the last two years under the head ¢Rura]
Housing Scheme” 3

Sh;i Sarat Chandra Sinha ( C hief Mipister ) : That is not

‘with me.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : The Chief Minister has stated| <7

that amount has been spent on land reform. Niay I know from
the Hon'ble Chief Minister whether any single setth ment
has so far been given to any of the cultivators till loday »
Shri Sarat Chaidra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, if a specific
and precise question is put, then the answer will be *No’.
But then, Sir, as a matter of fact the process of rehabil

the land less people have been started. We h
Farming Corporation and there
have been rchabilitated,

itating
ave started a
only the landless people

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Where ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Miniéter):

By the Far-
ming Corporation,

D nd

e
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : In the air?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : It is not

_ in the_ air, it is on the ground. It has been started.

Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya: We want to know the

- ground.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : A Farming
Corporation we have started.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Where ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha { Chief Minister ) : We have
started at Panbari, Bahalpur.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: How many people have been
rehabilitated there ¢

Shri Dulal Chandra Khaund : Sir, we are glad to have
a lesson on economics from the Chief Minister. May I
know how many families are affected by Farming Corpo-
ration and how many families are rehabilitated uptil now ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )2 SIT, thislis
a new question and I have not come prepared for this.
I can, however, assure the House that the Farming Cor-
poration has been started, the landless Farmers have been
allotted land and they have started production.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, the Chief Minister 1s
giving the statement on behalf of the Government. I want
to know where the production has. taken place and how
many people arc rehabilitated. Are we to understand that
the production has taken place and rehabilitation has taken
place in that area? :

Snri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : T have already
said that Farming Corporation is ‘on the ground’ and it
is in Panbari.

Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, let us take Bahalpur.
I request the Chief Minister most humbly te give a con-
crete figure of Bahalpur Farm ; what are the materials
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which have been produced in Bahalpur Farm, what are
the total quantities ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister s That hag
not gone into production.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Sit, the Chief Minister has
said that it has gone into production.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister y: Sir, I am
very sorry the Hon’ble Member chould not distort my
statement. I have said that the Farming Corporation has
gone in production—I have s<aid that, Panbari has gone
in production and T have <aid that for Bahalpur selection
of scope farmes has been made.
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya - Alright let us take
Panbari. As the Chief Minister ig repcating again and
again about Panbari. Let us have the figures of Panbari,
What are the materials—what are the crops which have
been produced what is the quantity and what is the price o
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister )
a seperate question,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: This is coming out of the

supplementary. We want to know how many familics have
been rehabilitated there at Parbari y

g Sil'? [ wa it

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) Sir. thig
embraces the entire economic policy of the Government
and how can T answer this without notjce.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : We want to see it, because
sufficient notice was given an 16 hnow what are the sche-
mes which have taken place there, Mow, if the :chemes
have really taken places when we want to know what

thea
Lieg
schemes and what are their perform

ances ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minjster ): Al right Sir.
Shri Dulal Chandra Khound ; The Chief Minister hag
stated that the schemes have already taken place and I don’t

e i sy e
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doubt the ideads of the Chief Minister about the schemes.
He also read out the resolutions of the Congress Party.
Ideas are very good. Now, may T know from the hon’ble Chief

- Minister how many persons Wwere employed-hoiv many
lendless peasants were embraced by this scheme so far ?

I think it is very much related to this guestion and it
connot be a scparate question. :

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinba (Chief Minister): I cannot
give the figurs Sir. So far as Mr. Khound’s question is
concerncd th: numb:r could be furnished, So far as others are
concerned, [ have said Sir, that the process has started
to give land to the landless people but we have not been
able to complete it yet.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : May I know whether largescale
eviction of landless people will be included in the scheme
of land r:forms ?

Shri Sarut Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister) : No Sir,

Shri Dulal Chandra Bajua: As heis not in a position  to
. - ’

given the actunal picture of the schemes are we understand
that the schemes have found place only on the paper ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister) : It will be
absolutely wrong to say so Sir. I have already said that the
names of the schemes will be given in due course.
Shrimati Renuka devi Borkotoki ¢ Sir, the question was very
specific. We wanted to know what is the progress made
about the schemes y What is the names of the schemes
etc. The Chief Minister was pleased to say that 15 and
odd crores of rupees have been spent for it. But I am
corry to say that in my constituency not a love touch of it
was seen.

@R FefFe «3 wish femias maag sze ( love touch ) S(FTAl
sql w13 | @3 wpfafimie e I3 caE, fewa HImAR AWAE
tore, Tra Bl e A Cwrz B femn oA wafe W @rEsee
faie e =W |
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : I have said
what I have to say Sir.

Crpi R R B R R a5t foraesn foifast | @2
27513 @i agsfiad @jsires fra 3= PRILElL fZ51EA7E 99 ST,
fratn 4wz 771 390 1 few feurm amwee aff frml Ta faRa
o) AreE A 3’51 WA 31 ey g A9 A7 | LT o%5a
=5 gad S i3

Speae v 2 (q@): 73 ewGR ~E I farzl 1 ZarS
e @it 82 A Sata Fu @iz | o feora 2l Al feata @ed
faa o 73 atfia | oy “quEda Bed 19 ARIED FATB
fretg SR FUl afe Aw Rure, cowea o fRe fa o
yq 3fe %2 SIS LTl | |

Fgaer b IFALE AR AFEe g e @R AE (FLAE
FE 1
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Re : Purchase of land by A. L D. C.

Shrimati Renuka devi Borkotoki asked :

« 71. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Assam Industrial Development Corporation has
purchased a plot of land on G. S. Road, Gauhati ?

(b If so, what is the total valuation of the land paid to the
owner of the land ?

) Whether it is a fact that at the time of negotiation to
purchase the.land there was a mutaticn case on this plot
of land pending in the Court ¢ '

s

PR PO PR ——
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Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister Industries ) replied:

(a) Yes.

&) Rs. 1.86,500 ( Rupees one lakh cighty six thousand and
five hundred only ).

(c) Yes ; but the case was disposed of before the sale deed
was registered.

Shrimatl Renukadevi Borkotokl 3 When the Sale Deed was
registered and when the ©as€ was disposed of ?

Shri Mahammad Idris (Ministcr) . Sir, the Sale Deed was
rcgigteud on o175 3: pef~re the Sale Deed was registered
itg mntation was allowed. :

Shrimati Renukadevi Borkotoki ¢ On which date ?

Snri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ) ¢ On 17.7.73.

Shrimati Renukadevi porkotokl ¢ On the same day 1

Shri Mahammad Idris ¢ Yes.

Shrimati Renukadevi Borkotoki ¢ I would like to ask the
Minigter that on the same day after the Sale Deed was
registered the judgement on the mutation case Was given.
How it was. possible to pursuade the matter 0 end the
dispute ?

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ) : Mutation 18 not a bar
to purchase land. In this case mutation was allowed after
the sale deed was registered.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 3 who was the owner of the land ?
ghri Mahammad Tdris ( Minister ) The owner Was Mrs
R Choudhury and Mr. M. Choudﬁury.

Shei Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether she is the wife of
Ex-Minister Shri Moitul Haque Choudhury ?

Shri Mahammad Idris ¢ Yes.

ghri Dulal Chandra Barua g When lands at Jower cost was
available why, this particular land Was purchased with higher
price ? Ts it due 1o highbandedness of the quthorities 7




28 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 12th February

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ) : T absolutely deny about

the highhandedness of any person. This was finalised by yry
the Corporation after dus consideration as they found this >
plot to be useful to them.

Mr. Speaker ; The Question Hour 13 over,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, this question should be
kept pending.

Mr. Speaker ; Alright. This is kept pending.

Undisposed Starred Questions dt, 12-2-74,
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Shri Chaitra Singh Teron ( Minister, Health ) « Sir, yesterday
you dssired that I should make a statement on the

question of the strike by the Gauhati Medjcal College v
Hospital workers. May I make the statement now. 4

Mr. Speaker: The Chief Minister also wants to i ake a
statement about the incident that took place at Goalpara,

He wrote to me this morning for my permission. He may
make the statement,

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinlia ( Chief Minister ) . Mr, Speaker,

Sir, with your permission I beg to make a statement on |
the unfortunate incident that took place near Goalpara %>
town in the early morning of February, 11, 1974, in course
of which Police had to resort to firing causing death of
one Garo person and two constables had becn seriously
injured—one of whom subsequently succumbed to Injuries,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, a point of order, The
point of order is that when a notice is given under ryle
56 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduyct of Businesg
it should get priority over all other business.  Sir,
have asked the Chief Minister
if he makes the statement the Adjournment Motion will
lose its importance. We are bringing the Adjournment
Motion on the same subject on which the Chief Minister
is going to make the statement. Rule 60 provides The
Speaker, if he gives consent under ryle 56 and holds that
the matter proposed to be discussed is in order, shall
after the questions and before the list of business is, entered
upon, call the member concerned who shall rigse in his

place and ask for Jeave to move (je adjournment of the
House.”

You $%
to make a statement, and - .ms

Mr. Speaker: This  rule

will apply only when I give
consent,
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Shri «Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, that is to be decided
by you. The subject maiter on which the Chief Minister
is going to make the statement is the same subject matter
on which we are bringing this Adjournment Motion. After
allowing us to plead for admissibility the question of the
«tatement and other things may come.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister Parliamentary Affairs ) ¢ Sir,
I am quoting rule 314. It says ‘If any doubt arises as
to ithe interpretation of any of the provisions of these
rules, the decision of the Speaker shall be final” So, Sir,
your ruling is final. You have alrcady given your ruling.
So there is no scope for further discussion on this matter,
and the Chiel Minister may be allowed to give his statemert.

Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharjee ; The Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs is correct when he says that if there be
any doubt with regard to the interpretation of any rule
your decicion will be final and we cannot question that.
What Mr. Barua says that you have not as yet decided
whether you would agree to the Adjournment Motion or
not because rule 56 makes it clear “A motion for an adjourn-
ment of the business of the Assembly for the purpose of
di cussing a difinite matter of urgent public importance
may be made with the consent of the Speaker” Sir, either
you are to give your consent or to refuse consent, If
you give consent then any other business of the Assembly
stops and that will get precedence, But if you refuse
comsent then it is a different matter. You are first of all
to decide whether you will give consent oOr refuse consent
to the Adjourment Motion proposed to be moved: It is
not always necessary to have a round of speeches. Itis
only to help you. If you see a prima facie case that it
cannot be allowed, you miay without any further discussion
refuse consent, But at any rate you are 1O give your

judgment. So we cxpect that you give your judgment.




32 Statem=nt by Ministers 12th Februa:y
Mr. Speaker ; T am to take up the matter of giving consent
before the list of business is entered upon,
that I have not ag yet entered the list of business. Tt ig
outside the list of business. On that ground when T haye
asked the Chief Minister to make a statement let him
make the statement. I can assure you that I shall not be
prejudiced and T shall hear you.

Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharjee ; The diffculty  wiil pe
that our rule says that if there is a statement from any
Minister there can be a substantive motion on that state-
ment and there may be a full discussion.

My point is

Mr. Speaker: You may give notice but that ma

Y not be
discus;ed today.

Shri Gourisankar Bhattachariec : I do not mind, but the
only point is afterall your decision is to come first,

Mr. Speaker: When [ have asked the Chjef Minister 1
make the statement let him finish the statement,

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) & Sin: f
to give a backgicurd of the ircident.

3 Memorandum wcre submitted for and o
Garo people liviug in the boarders of Kamry
districts to the Prime Minister of India aud the Chjef
Ministers of Megnalaya and Assam. 'Jhe memorandum g
the Prime Minister was submitted op 7.12.72 and that 5

the Chief Minister of meghalaya on |7th January, 1973 To
the Chief Minister of Assam the memorandum was given o
20th April, 1973,

behalf of the
P and Goalpary

On 7.7.72, Shri Lalit Kumar Sangma
Goalpara Garo National council and
Minister, Assam to press thair dem nd for inclusion of certain
areas of Kamrup and Goalpara  districts predominently
inhabited by Garo people in Meghalaya, Copics of resclutiong
adopted earlier by the Jojint Garo Nationa] Council of
Kamrup and Goalpara districts in d meeting hold at

» President of e

4 others met the Chijcf

‘#'.'r:;:-

.\‘/
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Baduachara  village on 22nd June, 1972 voicing the same
demand were also handed over to the Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister explained to deputationists that
the boundary between Assam and Meghalaya in the relevant
boarder areas had been finally fixed and that the question of
any more part of Assam being included in Meghalaya could
not be rc-opened. The signatories of the memorandum
submitted to the Prime Minister again met the Chief Minister
in December 1972 in New Delhi. They were assured that
the rights of minorities in Assam stood fully protected and
that there was no need for any apprehension on that score.

According to the memorandum, the areas sought to be

separated from Assam for inclusion in Meghalaya contain

316 villages alleged to be geographically contiguous to the
Garo Hills district with a claimed Garo population of 65,113

an area of approximately 762 sq. miles. The
claimed that the Siath

the Government of

covering
signatories of the memorandum

Schedule of the Constitution empowers
Assam to inereas¢ arecas of any autonomous district and
they had been submitting many representations 1o the Assam
Government the Central Government and various Central
Commissions for taking effective steps to amalgamate these
areas with the Garo Hills district.

The memorandum for amalgamation of these areas
with Meghalaya inter-alia related to the introduction of
Ascamses as the State language as well which allegedly
osed the door of job opportunity for the Garo people.
Introduction of Assamese as ruedium in the colleges of
Assam was also claimed to have closed the door of higher

education for the Garo people.

The Chief Minister had assured full protection of

the linguistic rights of the .minorities in Assam and the
ion had

points raised by the Garo population in that connectl
been referred to the Education Department for appropriate
action. As claimed in the memorandum, the villages sought
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to be amalgated with Meghalaya are in the Lakhimpur,
Dudhnoi and Goalpara Police Stations of Goalpara district
with an area of 512 sq. miles. In the Kamrup district,
they are from Boko, Chaygaon, Palasbari and Gauhati
Police stations covering an area of 250 sq. miles.

There were two Assembly questions in the last
Budget Session of the Assembly in 1973, on this issue
and there was ‘also a Lok Sabha Question thereon.

On 23.1.74, the Annual General Conference of South
Goalpara and South Kamrup Garo National Council was
held at Siluk M.E. School with Shri Laditscn Sangma
in the Chair. Resolutions were passed to demarcate the
boundary in the arcas claimed by the Garo National
Council to be merged with Meghalaya ‘by planting trees
along such areas in Goalpara and Kamrup districts, It
was also decided to hang signboards signifying Meghalaya
boundaries on 30.1.74. By another resolution, it was deci-
ded to hold Annual Examinations of Elementary Schools
of the predominantly Garo areas of Kamrup and Goalpara
within 15.2,74 instead on the date prescribed by the D.P.1.
Assam. As a part of their Non-Co-opcration Movenient,
it was further decided not to pay any taxes to the Assam

Government in respect of the areas claimed for inclusion ==/

in Meghalaya

Police arrcsted some persons on 31.1.74 for ilicgaily
occupying the Nisangram Gaon Panchayat office buliding.
On 4th February, 1974, there were big precession  and
demonstrations demanding uncondtioral release of the arres
ted persons at Dudhnoj, Rongjuli and Krishnai.

On 52.74, Rajapara Gaon 2
Goalpara Police Station w
teers even after arrests of 21 G.N.C.
for occupation of the said Gaon P

On 10.2.74, about 7000 G
the bordering villages of Garo Hij

anchayat office under
as re-cccupied by G.N.C. volun-
volunteers on 4.2,74
anchayat Office,

aro  people hailing from
lls and Goalpara district
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assembled af Baladmari for launching hunger strike and
staging demonstration in the g D.0s Court, Goalpara on
11-2-74. Collection of such large number of Garo pepole
at Baladmari and their militant activities along the border
caused serious tension and apprehension of breach of peace.
At about 5a.m. in the morning of 11-2-74, about 10,000
Garo people, who had assembled at Baladmari in the
outskirt of Goalpara since the previous cay proceeded tO
Goalpara town for demonstration in.S.D.O’s Court shouting
slogans demanding merger of Garo villages of Goalpara
with Meghalaya and unconditional release of arrestes G.N.C.
workers still in jail custody. The Magistrate with the
Subdivisional Police Office and a police party went to
Baladmari and tried to persuade the big assembly to dis-
perse as their agitation and plan to stage demonstcation
and mass hunger strike were causing serious apprehensiol‘l-
The processionists at the sight of the Police Party and
the Megistrate became more agitated and a section of
them suddenly turned violent and encircled the police
party. The Megistrate was manhandled and the police
party assaulted including the Subdivisional Police Officer.
2 constables were seriously injured. The Megistrate decla-
red the assembly unlawful and ordered Police to disperse
the mob. TPolice, after due warning, resorted to @ lathi
charge. But the mob became more aggressive and violent,
whereupon Police had to resort to firing in which one
middle aged Garo person had died.

The mob dispersed into the nearly forest arease after
the firing. 17 rioters were arrested by police.

One of the 2 seriously injured constables succumbed
to his injuries.

At Gauhati, about 143 Garo people started squatting

from the morning of 11.2.74 in the D. C.’s Court premises
carrying placards containing slogans like *No inclusion no

-rest’, “Release arrested G.N.C. volunteers” etc.
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- Government are taking with utmost care ail possible d
- precautions for the security and safety of the people in \/
the._bo:undary areas. The District 'authorities have: been ;
-alerted and advised to firmly deal with any acts of law-‘,%”
lessness, The Commissioner of Divisions and the D.I.G.
of Police have already visited the seene of trouble to
supervise the operations against lawless elements, - {
' The situation is under control. ‘
Mr. Speaker: There are two other motions! In point of

time I received Mr. Barua’s first but these are on the
same subject,

- Adjournment Motion.

‘Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir, the matter which I have
placed before you under Rule 56, is a definite matter of
‘urgent public importance and of very recent occurrence,
that means, it occurred only yesterday morning. Sir, it is
free from the restrictions that have been laid down under
Rule 57, that (i) “not more than one such motion shall be
" made at the same sitting” ; Sir, we have brought only one =
motion only ; (ii) “not more than one matter can be discussed, - <
on this same motion and the motion must be restricted to ﬂ'
specific matter of recent occurrence” ; Sir, we went to discu.s
through this adjournment motion only one end a specific
matter of very recent occurrence which, as I have said, took |
place -only yesterday at Goalpara ; (iii) “the motidn must

not revive discussion on a matter which has been discussed

in the same session” ; Sir, we have not discussed this
matter earlier. (iv) ‘The motion must not anticipate a matter J,<
which has been previously appointed for consideration, or
with refcl.‘ence to which a notice of motion has been pre-gh--
viously given, regard pcing had to the probability .of the
matter antxcnp.ated‘ be:rg l?rought ‘befcre the House within

a reasonable time”. This is also free from this restriction,

. ——— e o

I
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(v) “The motion must not deal with a mattcr oD which
a resolution could not be moved.” The motion is free
from this restriction toC. (viy “The motion shall not deal
with any matter which is under adjudication by a Court
of Law having jurisdiction in any part of India.”> The
motion is free from this restriction also. (vil) «The motion
<hall not raise a question of privilege.” The motion 18
free from this restriction and it will not raise any question
of privilege. (viii) “That it must not relate to 2 matter
which is not primarily the concern of the Government
of the State.” Sir, this primarily concerns the State and
the State Government is involved in the matter with re-
gard to the integrity of the State. This is a Very impor-
tant matter concering the future of the State. When some
seople of the State living in a particular area want to g0
out of the State this has got a Very cerious implication.
There at page 432 of Kaul’s Practice & Procedure of
Parliament it is stated «Matter must be of public impor-
tance—To be in order, an adjournment motion-must Taise
a matter of suﬂ’lc_icnt public importance tO warrant interr-
uption of normal business of the House. No hard and
fast rule can be laid down as 10 what constitutes public
impeortarce, (k) The question of Public importancc is deci-
ded on merits in each individual case (1) It is always a
rclative question and in a vast country like India the
importance of an incident has to be judged in the back-
ground of the entire administration of the country.” Sir,
a< [ have said the background of this subject matter has
got a gieat implication 1n the future of the Gtate and it
hay got a serious administrative implication. The State
was reoiganised and a number of States came in as a
resuit ol the re-organisation. After that if a section of
people, whoever they may be, want to gO out of the
State at the instance of somie onc else, it can never be
tolerated, Therefore, Sir, it Las got a great public impo-
rtance - and the integrity of the State is involved therein.
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At page 433 of Kaul’s Practice and Procedure of Parlja- <
ment it is stated ‘“the matter raised should be a question

of public principle, Adjournment motions on the follow- }/
ing subjects were held to be in order as they involved ./~ ‘
the principle of Indianization— |

appointment of Mr. S.P. Chambers from England
as Chief Commissioner of Income-tax (c)% and appointment {
of a non-Indian as Superintendent of Tnsurance even when
only one Indian was qualified for the post.”

»

Sir, here is the question of Assamization. When
the people of the State want to go out of the State, it can , ’1
easily be understood what will be the implication, That ig * §
why such motions have been admitted by the Speaker.in |
earlier occasions. Itis stated therein “hough generally the
policy and attitude of Government canrct beconsidered to
be a fit matter to be raised through an adjournment motion,
occasions may arise when policy an attitude of the Government
may become a matter of public importance,” Now the attitude
of the Government and their action on such matter come
within the purview of the adjournment motion. To-day we
have come to know about such a develo pment. When such
a situation was going on in the State it was the duty of the
‘Government to keep us informed or such developmenty at\#
the beginning. Therefore, Sir, Tfucl, it is a fit case to pbe
‘discussed through the adjournment motion, Now a question
may be raised that when the Chief Minister has given a i
statement on the incident we can give a substantive motion
it. But to my mind it will not be proper. Because, the i
matter is such a delicate one that immediate intervention J
of the House is essential in consideration of the gravity IL,’]
of the situation and if you so consider, the matter may ‘zi
be discussed in secret. The matter must be discugsed through lgﬁ,‘ .
an adjournment motiun in order to thresh out a solution,
If the matter is allowed to drag on nobody knows what

will happen next. So, all business on the agenda should |

BVo
S
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be suspended to discuse the motion to-day. Sir, here it has
been pointed out in May'‘s parliementary Practice “for which
ho administration was responsible”. Here the administration
was responsible. The Government was aware of the develop-
ment in that case and knowing fully Government failed to
take any precautionary messulc and due to their failure
two persons including one police personnel met death.
Moreover, it is a challenge to the administration, Sir, no
where in Assam till to-day after the independence any
police personnel has been Kkilled. Therefore, it is a challenge
to the Government in particular and also it is a challenge
to this House. Therefore, Sir, it is a fit case to be discussed
through adjournment motion. When the integrity of the
State is in jeopardy there is 1O point in discussing the
developmental scheme, The first and foremost consideration
should be the existence of the State, the very integrity of
the situation you may kindly allow the matter to be dis-
cussed through adjournment motion and in view of delicacy
of the question, if You think it necessary, it may be
discussed in secret.

St @ 1 SR A vawe, 1R [ elwe Safe eI
@3fafd 7 Sgenm vm Iwd TlEqE2 IR fps w3 «zfifq
1 Bolfiel @ Fum el A 9E AwES @ IR w3
THiz 43 A @Bl N W@ @dE AFF AN sifas wfag =il
4t WA Baie  Afnafees @3 AN wfE za | @36 S
Afes @l ifBwEre? =¥y WAR FAS P BRC B 1) i MIRCE
ery s o @if (g citel wBA fsg A wpal 3fer eifR
afi sEnAfe #al 3w feal 28 oA wifit i Agra freld AR
sfeals @137 WAd AAER FFE qifie @ wfre, 3 Wik
9zq 331 wER o[ wEfE #F a9 sgafd @3 SIS
sor Fife ¢z Aty BAIS 9zm qEraad S @3afEl AR
=5y WA T@ @® mwied U iz sfg (U astly S5,
s W2 @3de s aae AR faw  Sufere 02R
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@3 fratws FifR REEE Q0T Ao s | w@ETe wFE ofare-
i STl WL RITAN @ Fqfe B AT CaMpERAEET
sral TEz @2Ea edifie (REm a i stial arkew Az SR |
FifF ARG TS FWEA (X NE-¥FA Afswe (2 wFe fa a0z |
@3 FAMHIS AWZ (99 WAL T WLz AR FIIW @A 18
Lo AT TR FIAI SAqre @3 Aqfe WY (AT IR AT
Ss5fa frrz | @3 Rwdl 29 ess @6 @ 9l afFn s
F147 ~AfsEaE fifift (R «ws o3 (/AERET I62 @35 Pas
@3 owizq AL e | sifRrE T Anwie wiwE fASive) e
Farg dAfafafeq fafEe 47l avm Tmmaq G [essl 3F ey
ifamy Sifwd FANERa 512 RIB1 7vae @feienl 3Rata wmafe
fig 3fe @il il |

Shri Gourishankar Bhattacharyya Mr. Speaker, sir, I beg
to be allowed to assist you in this matter. Sir it was very
good of the Chief Minister to take the House-into confidence
about the developments in Goalpara district and also the
background. Sir, my Hor’ble frierds on this sice have
felt that itis so very urgent and important a matter that
it should be taken up quickly for a discussion in the House.
Sir, I should like to submit that whatever may be the form

of discussion, I thirk the discussionn should be in secret...

Sir, this House should not in public discuss this matter.
We are in very sensitive position and in these¢ matter

generally sentiments run very high and there may be veu
serious and none too helpful repercussions 1f we allow this
matter to be ventilated very openly Sir, this sort of situation,
I think, is pot only serious for our State alon but al:o
very dangerous for unity and integrity of India and this
sort of affair is not cotfined to this region alone. Sir,
we know that this type of spirit ran very high with regard
to the boundary between Kariiataka and Maharachira, We
know that due to the same spirit in  Andhra Pradhesh,
there was a great deal of difficulties in the recent past
and we know that so far as our State is concerned, this

!
«*,"
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sort of disputes is not confined to this arca. In the bordering
areas of Arunachal  there are similar difficulties ; in the area
bordering Nagaland, there are difficulties. We also know
that this very place, where we arc sitting now, has been
claimed by some pepple of Meghalaya. Therefore, sir, this
matter shall have to be thrashed out very seriously, solemnly
and calmly. I'sould. therefore, sugged whether you allow
“this discussion in the form of an Adjournment Motior or
by any other motion that is up 1o you, that this matter
should be discussed sucessfully and I beg to submit, sir,
that this should be discussed in secret,

Shri Syed Ahmed All ( Minister) s Sir, I fully agree with’
the views expressed by my Hon’ble friend Mr. Bhattacharyya.
I also agree with him that this is a very delicate and
sensitive question. It is a fact that we should be very much
guarded in our speech so that by our sentimental outbursts
there may not be any repercussions on the other side Of
the border because there are many non-garos and non—tgibalsi
who are permanent inhabitants Meghalaya-both 10 Garo
Hills and Khasi & Jaintia Hills. So. sir, th_e‘vit:WS ?_md
the suggestions advanced by the Hon’ble Member Mr,
Bhattacharyya are highly appreciated and I fully agree wilh
him Then, sir, if we want 1o discuss this statement O
C. M., then is may be discussd by moving a motion on it
for the Member. Sir, the Chief Minister, in his statement,
has fully dealt with the whole history of this case. So, sir,
it will be very much helpful for us if constructive suggestions
are given by the Hon’ble Members to the Government in
this direction by mvoing a motion on the statement given
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. In that case Government
may tackle this very ticklist important matter successfully
and most efficiently. Sir, now ‘coming to_the notice of
Adjournment Moition, I would like to state that when the
Hon’ble Chief Minister has given a statement on this 1ssue,
the question of allowing the Adjournment Motion does not
arise. Nevertheless, when this has been Naived and allowed
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Hon’ble Member to seek permission to move the motion,
LigaHon it 10 be discussed through adjourment motion,
i’h?s?p:;fic; involves to points—one is the p9]ice ﬁrjng and
the incident that took p.Iace and t.ha other is .the situation
arising out of the killing of pol.lceman ‘by violent demo-
nstrators. Now, Sif, so‘far our 1nfc3rmat10n goes no such
untoward situation persists after this occurence. .Tn-that
area everything is now peaceful, no untoward incident
took place uptill now. lhat.me:’_ms no such 51t.uat1.on has
been created. The other point is that the ag1tat19n by
demonstrators living in thajt part of th‘e State did not
occur suddenly, did not arise abeptly; it is a long pro-
cess, it is continuing for along time and ]:Lon’ble membersg
will surely agree that many times many illegal activities
were by the demonstrators and many of the demonstrators
have also been arrested. The authority has tak.en fldfquate
steps against them and many of them are still in jail hajat
and when these demonstrators were proceeding towards
the town they shouted slogans demanding unconditicna]
release of the arrested Garo people, That many people
were arrested for mnany illegal activities has al.o been
mentioned in the statement of the hon’ble Chief Minister,
So, Sir, this agitation is not_a sudden incident ; it is a long
pending one and so this being a continuing precess,
cannot be the subject matter of discussion through an
urnment motion. In this connection I donot like to give
a lengthy statement sUpPOItitig my points, simply I like to
quote two rulings of this august House, On 20th Septmber
1968 Shri Phani Bora and Shri Dulal Chandra Barua A
an adjournment motion to discuss a police firin
employees who were on strike and the Chajr

this
adjo-

rcjected that

motion. Another ruling, Sir, on Ist June 1967 Shri Bishr y i

Prasad Rava moved an adjournment mction to discusg
police firing that took place at Tezpur on 8th may 1947
and that was also not allowed. So, Sir, at the outset T said
one point is regarding the situation arising out of the

€ On rajlway -

the
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killing of the policeman. Nothing untoward = happened,
everything is peaceful after the occurance, and the other
point is firing inuepport of which I have quoted two ruli-
ngs. So the adjournment motion shouid not be allowed.
As regards the suggestion advanced by hon‘ble member
Shri Bhattacharyya, if anyone wants to discuss the statement
of C.M through a substantive motion, I also prefer that it
should be discussed in 2 secret session,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Hon’ble Minister in charge of
Parliamentary Affairs has mistaken the facts. We have
moved the motion to discuss the situation arising out of that
incident. More so, I have given stress on it. One of the
policeman was killed. Apart from other things when the
was killed' by violent demonstrators it
construes a very important maiter to be discussed through
an adjournment motion and he has stated that the situation
is calm and quite. Butour point is the situation may be
calm and quite to-day but there may be worsen In NeEar

future. The Minister himself at the outset said that it is

a very important matter and is to be discussed in secret.

The matter which he suggested to be discussed in a secret
session, does he not consider it to be a very important
me ? It is really important me that is why he himself
suggested that it is to be discussed in a secret sessiom.
The matter is such that we should decide it here in the
House itself by summoning a secret session from your side
as the matter cannot be discussed so openly. Therefore,
when the matter is urgent and such as to be discussed
in a secret session why heis now taking the plea of this
or that ruling, These rulings quoted by the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister are regarding firing but this motion is
regarding the situation where the integrity and solidarity
of the Statc, nay of the country in involved. Therefore,
when he suggested the matter to be discussed in a secret
session through a substantive motion, why Sir, the matter
cannot be discussed through an adjournment motion in secret?

police personnel

7
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Shri Syed Ahmed AI1 Mmlster . Ithmk Icould not con-

vinee h1m S’lr

Mr. Speaker s Supposmg,, Mr Barua, the motron is. allowed
Should it be dlscussed ‘openly or _secretly.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ; T think the matter is to be

discirsced lmmedlafely Whether it is discussed openly or -

secretly, it is for you to decide. The matter is very ‘ticklish’

and if we donot discuss- ‘the. matter very carefully then it .

may: . €reate more tension,

M. Speaker ¢ You prefir itto be discussed’ secretly, -~ -

Slm Syed Ahmed Ali (Mmlster) ‘Wten the subject Matter
cannot be allowed to be dlSCUssed in an adJoumment
motion tl‘lat means 1t1s not co urgent that is thelu]mg
Biif ‘my" pomt is, Sir, when the Ghlef
a st’atement any of the hon’ble members may brmg in
a motlon to- dlscuss that st'atement There are” many thmgs
sentimental and’ sensitive, which may -be discussed. So it,.
would ‘be. better if “we, dlscuss thl . matter by glvmg a
moﬂon another statement in a v»e]I guarded chse ie in
seeret sess1on I do not mean that the adJournment motlon
should', be dxscussed in a secret session

Shm ‘Dulal Chandra Barua : 'Ihe quesuon ls whcthel the
matter is to be discussed in <ecret secret session, {hat j is
up to’ you to decnde Now.the Minister .. asking for
a substansrve motlons - he-. said - that , this - jg A very .
mszor__ nt. matter and ‘he agreed that. it shoglq.. ‘be ‘discu- -
ssed .in- a. secret session. 8ir,_there are ‘two. “parts:of the.-
thmg If the secret  session is to. be simmonég: by you:
according: to rile then there . is no such
ment motion cannot be discussed in th

Mz, Speaker s What the rule says?'- \ 2
Shwi- Gaurishankar. - Bhattacher_]ee= The Rul'e says

~"‘ox]‘ a
request being ‘made for- 3 sécret - s1ttmg of the A

by any member the ‘Speaker; i - ~ consuhation-'

c. seeret S(‘.‘SS]OD. .

ssembly
‘With' the

Mlmeter has given

rule that " ‘adjourn=

\f
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Leader of the House, will decide necessity of such a
citting, and if it is so decided, fix a dayor part thereof
for sitting of the Assembly in secret”. We have made a
submission before you that if any discussion is made
about this, that disucssion should be in secret. That is
my submission. If ‘you so . decide that this should be
discussed whether in the context of an adjournment motion
or in a substantive  motion, whateveer it may be, my
submi-sion is if this matter is at al] discussed, this should
be discussed in secret., But it is upto you ; the adjournment
motion may bz discussed in sceret and any discussion
may be made in secret provided the Leader of the House
also thinks that this is a matter which should be discussed

in secret and you can give that permission.

ST @APIRA WIOIY ¢ AR SGF F2AG,  C By sarE
oz | @i RRIE A Te AEe @Rl /TR G @3 faEaes]
ofs epyold g o1 BIFIRE T CHre @2 @ @FY WA
»@ ‘forms sz WIADAl FEAA TPE | AT SR COI
ar) SgAA N ¥ A A @ credal3 @3 WY
ToaiPe @iel AR exasie andq fig | sifers G
wgEs €3 UG rEnAl w4 FA @Gl fafiy fam faw 30
fraF oe w1q IR @B fafee A s fEe | R 9B
a5l B© 2wia 5l GAEe 27 wiF fores (5RAS s FITATGATE
aql %5 | GCACITE QAT FAMG! AR tz A

Mr. Speaker, Alright, I wise give my ruling.

Matter under Rule 301,

Ttem WNo. 2. '

Shri Robindra Kr. Goswami ; Mr. Speakef, Sir, I beg to
raise a matter under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly
relating to news items appearing in the Assam Tribune,
dt. 11th February, 1974 under the caption _«Attack on
Newsmen by Army personnel condemned”, Siry this relates
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to a very Serious ineident and it j5 , very shocking
news in which 2 Pressmen

SI and  a  member
of the staff of the State Publicity and Information depart-

ment were attacked by Army personnel near Pandu on the
evening of 9th Feby/74. Sir, I '

unprovoked and want-on attack on thege

and I think all the members of thig House will share with
me that we take a serious view of this matter. T also
strongly demand that the State Government should take
up this matter at the highest level With the highest Army
authorities and should warn that the Government will never
in future tolerate this type of behaviour from the Army
personnel. T also strongly demand that the State Government
should immediately take all possible measures to apprehend
the culprits who are responsible for this barbarous attack
on these innocent persons, Sir, this jg absolutely essential
for the Pressmen to function effectively, smccthly, freely
and also for maintaining their professional standard in the
State. I express my deep sympathy to the i
incl'udit_lg the _Pressmel_l and the driver of Publicity Department
and wish their speedy recovery., Ang I also sincerely hope
that this type of incident and this type of attack on the
fifth state ‘will never occur in future.
(At 11-55, Mr. Speaker vacated the chair and Mr, Dy.
Speaker occupied it ).

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, the ihc
9th of February ‘at about 6-30 p.
the Army personnel came''in 2

nnocent persons

ident took place on the
M. near Pandu where in

/ K a0 _ I for somebody
but for many people ‘it is not so." It hag got great
implication in the security of life and property of the
general people of the State. , When We have visited that
area, i1t 1s not understood why the Government of Assam
allowed these Army  personnel  tq

lands 10 that particular area and are
manner  instead of remaining

strengly condemn this |,

~
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The Government of Tndia’s (Defence Ministry) principle is that -
if the'Army is to stay, except during the emergercy situation,
they are to remain in the cantonment area, [ do rot find any
logiz asto how and under what circumstances the Govern-
ment of Assam allowed these army personnel to remain
near the villages and causing all sorts ofrmischiefs in the
partieular arca. 1 will not go to explain all the details, be-
cause the army personnel are also our people,. ~But even
th=n these people, by remaining near the villages, they are
demoralising the people of the particu]ar”a'rra,in various
way . 1 had personally brought this to the notice of the
Dafence Ministry long before on several times in what way the
army people are behaving by remaining near the villages.
The same thing happened not only here but also in Jorhat
and in oth r arcas. There was decision by the Government
of Assam in the year, 1966 that no land would be given to
the army personnel for remaining near the vil!ag_cs'oi' the
towns: if they want to have such kind of place, they should
have this in remotest place-far away from the towns, and
villazes, I do not understand as to why no steps haVC_‘SO
far been taken by the Government and instead allowed
these peopleto remain near the vil'ages and towns, Wwho
are causing various typ:s of things in the State. Were-
jnember, Sir, that taiis happensd onac? in the heart of the
Giauhati town itszlf when some arny pzrsonnel beat some
pzople including some students mercilessly aad _serious
situition took plac: at thut tims. Bat titi now T fin{ that
the Government did not pay any hsad ty taks pree tionery
neasufes in this direction,  Sir, please see the fun, Some-
body might have done som:thing wrong. There a government
vahicle was crming from duty and two Prassmen were there
with the driver, and all 02 a sudden, without puttingf any
qusstion and without any clarifization or asking for their
identity, like beasts, they were mercilessiy assaulted and
severely injured, The Government should take serious
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action against this; I will not be satisfied if only the
matter is referred to the military at the high level. And
I hope the Chief Minister will take up this matter with

the Defence Ministry and take appropriate action so that

such kind of incident does not recur in future, I do not

know whether any case has been registered from the govern-
_mest side and if any case has heen registered, then the
government should proceed with this and arrest the cul-
prits. and_bring them to book, as everybody is equal
. before the law. They are to be dealt with legally and
_such kind of people are to be punished and that particular
gang should be sent inside the bar. Therefore, Sir. as
I have already said, this is a very serious incident and
_ not .a'merel incident because it has got future complica-
_ tions. Sir, these things are going on and these are to
¢.be_stopped. I hope the government will take stern action
_again t this: if necessary, one  highpower magisterial
_enquiry is to be instituted to find out the culpr
_ suggest ways and means so that such kiad of 1
_ not occur in future, :

its and to
hing does

- Shri Gaurishankar Bhattacharyya 28105 4the matter is not
. just of an ordinary law and order situation. It is a very
serious matter and unfortunately it involves 2 veiy impor-
tant organs of our.society those who are in charge of the
defence of the country and those who are the scnijnels of
~democracy, namely, the army personnel and the Press, Sir,
that evening, a few. minutes, probably, after the occurr-
ence I was coming that way. I had been to Rangiva to
attend a m.eting a~d T was retirning home, My car was
stopped near the Railway Cverdridge by some Iy per—
sonnel and queries were made asto who I was and wher-
efrom I was coming. T was a little surprised and a little
worried as well. I thought that probably something very
. serious must have happened in Gauhati or in ths Maligaon
Pandu area and therefore this was taking place, So, after

%,
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T gave the information they wanted, I asked them just

want the matter was. Then the said that some vehicle
nad knocked down one army persennel and therefore they
were now stopping all vehicles just to make enquires.
I caid. if the vehicle had knocked .down somebody, then
that must have proceeded ahead and that must be not
goina back and again coming so that you may enquire and
find out. He said that they wers not sure as to whether the
vehicle which had knocked down the army man had gone
ahrad or hal gone this side or that side. Whatever that
may be, I found that there was  quite a big number of

" army personnel here and they were making some sort of

a demonstration or so which did not speak well of a discip-
lined force and that too in uniform. Sir, 1 do not want
to go into the details of the matter, Sir, as soon as the
pr-ssmen and the Driver of the Government vehicle were
assaulted they had disclosed their identify but even then
those people who assaulted them were in such a mood
that they were not at all interested in hearing as to what
the others have to say. [ think this is.very unfortusate.
Our army personnel are very dear to Us and we love
them. We want that they should be better behaved. They
are also our people and therefore -we have ahsolutely. 10
animosity towards them but then the pattern of the Indian
Amy which is at present existing is a hangover of the
old imperialist force anl therefors their attitude and be-
havious also sometimes become not very congenial to the
general public. It is probably because of this reason that
the cantonments or the army barracks are kept far ‘away
from the civilian population at least from the towns and
village. Now my complaint in this- matter is, why t.hesc
army personnel have ~ been kept there.: My friend,

‘Shri Barua thanks that probably some lind has been given

to the army and they have built these houses. No, that
is not so. These houses where they have been living, do
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net belong to the Defence Department. These are the houses
built’ for the industrial workers by the State Government. ‘
These houses do not belong to the Defence Department, *
that Jand does not belong to the Defence Department that
land “and those house were ot meant
sonnel. They ‘are there 'as some army o
bungalow of the Principal of the Cotto
a purely temporary arrangement by
occupied by ‘the ‘arniy personnel.
once somebody enters
‘Mourishi Patta and’ on

for the army per -
fficers occupied the
n College. It was
which these houses
But it so happens that
somewhere they get o to say ‘a

ce the Deferice personnel occupy,
it becomes very “difficult to oust them, Not only they, 4

Wﬁ"a; “happened ' to’ the top floor of our ‘Assam House in
“Cdlcutta 7 Some ‘neighbouring state wag given it on rent
for'sotne specific purpose and that neighbcurirg Governmert
“again” gave itto ‘the para-militaly force and they are occ-
Upyifig it. They dr¢ not going out ang our people who
“go 'to Calcu;ta' are ‘always in great diﬁiculty_ Therefore
“while associating myself with the feelings and sentiments
“and“alsothe opinion ex pressed by my friends Shri Goswami
‘dnd " Shri Barua. | should iike to suggest to the
Governniént that' they should move the Dzfence Depart- .
“‘mént ‘with * this end in 'view that thsse houses are vacated.
- these House are given-‘bake to the

Government of Ascam and
““these ‘army ‘personael 'are taken away to g safa
“s0 ‘that " they ‘caanot ¢oms so often

“civilian “people dnd ‘May not create
“'hay be v bid 'blood or bad fesling
“and Aty parsotnel  Byth are ‘important and, this sort
H n_fr’th:i(ng,; should 'be:asoided “at-all Costs. My suggestion \
el _tha-&’deernm'ent-' of Assam should not" only take up ,_‘
““the’ issué with: rthe highest quarters of the Defence Dep- !
artment for! ﬁnding:out_ ‘the'guilty ‘ones ang punishing ‘them

““but as a -‘-pre_‘v'entivcl aqd=precauti0ne.ry ‘measure,  these houses

" "should be:vacated by 'the-army personnel and ‘these should

distance
in contact w'th the
a situation where there
between the * cjvilian
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be used for the purpose for which they were build.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of State) : With regard to
the Gall Attention Motion rajised by Shri Dulal Ch. Barua,
M. L. A. and Dr. Rabindra Kumar Goswami M. L. A
under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly regarding
the news item appearing in Assam Tribune of 10th Feb-
ruary, 1974 under the Caption “3 persons beaten up by
Army near Pandu” and another news item appearing in
the same paper of 1lth February. 1974 under the Cap-
tion” Attack on Newsmen by Army personnel condemned”,
I beg to submit that o — .
On 92. 1974 at about 6.45 p.m. onec Army Persc-
nnel was knocked down in front of Army family quarters
(Signal unit) near Railway over bridge pandu by ab uni-
dentified car proceeding towards - Jhalukbari. A few min-
utes layer a car belonging to the Publicity Deptt of the
State Government arrived at the spot from Jhalukbari side.
About 30/40 Army personnel stopped this vehicle, Shri Kartik
Barua, Manager, P.T.T, Gauhati, Shri P. Jairam, Manager,
U.N, I, Gauhati and three employees of the publicity
Deptt, were returning to Gauhati in this car afier atten-
ding the Sahitya Sabha Session at Mangaldol. When the
vehicle stopped, the Army personncl dragged out Shri
Kartik Baruah, P. Jairam and the Driver and had beaten
them all severely with fists blows and bzlts causing blee-
ding injuries to all of them.  Thz other occupants of the
vehicle, i, e, Sarvashree P. C. Sarmah (Ca naraman). Dwijen
Kakati L, D. A, and pradip Das, Film unit  boy
could manage to ©301p3 unhurt, - The Police  party
led by the Decputy Supdt, of  Police City and
Officer in charge Jhalukbari Police station rushed
to the spot immediately and took wup in estigation.
Shri Kartik Baruah and Shri P, Jairam who sustained
bleeding head ipjurics were sent to medical college
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hospital, Gauhati under Police escort where they were
discharged after giving first aid.

The Army personnel removed the car with articles /

of the occupants from the place of occurrence to the
Basistha Army camp with the help of one Army Driver,
The Officer In-charge Jhalukbari Police Station proceeded

to Basistha immediately and took charge of the vehicle
The Driver Shyam Charan Das who sustained g

in the left leg was given first aid in the Basistha
- Hospital and removed to the Gauhati Medicy] College
Hospital for better treatment where he ig progressing, It
refers to Jhalukbari Police Station No. 5(2) 74 U/sS 147/
341/323/379/326 I. P. C. and its investigation is in progress.
The accused persons have so far b:en identified and arr-
angements for their arrest are being made, As the acc.
used persons are from the Army, necessary requisition hag
been sent to the Unit Commander to hand y ‘M over (o
the local Police Authorities, Regarding the point rajscq
by Shri Gaurishankar Bhatiacharyya about those houseg
the Government will look iuto that,

fracture
Army

Shri Dulal Ch Barua : Whether those P2IS0Ds were identfieq 2
. Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State ): I have sajq

Shri Gaurishankagr Bhattacharyya s Whether
arrested ¢

$0,
they have been

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of State )%
Army Authorities to hand them over t
Mr, Speaker : Now, item No, 3,

Shrimati Pranita Talukdar : Mr: Speaker Sit, I beg to
raise a matter under Rule 301 of the Rules of procedure
and Conduct of Business in Agssam Legislative Assembly
relating to news item appearing in the Assam Tribune,

dated 26th December, 1973 under the caption “Text book
Production hampered by paper scarcity,” -

We haye asked the
0 the police.

7,

.,
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Mr. Speaker Sir, it has been seen- that prices of
paper is increasing day by day. There has been scarcity

everywhere all throughout the State. It is becoming very

serious as it hampers the progress of text book production.
We know Sir that the prices of fullscap paper has become
more (han double than that was last year We know Sir,
that there is a paper mill in the State. There are also
wholesale suppliers but still there is scarcity of -paper.
ft has been said that the rise in price of paper is due
to high transport charges, And another -cause is .that
there has been hoarding of paper and in censequence
there is abnormal rise in prices, We know Sir, that
Gauhati University Text book Production Committee has
completed preparation of huge mass of manuscript but due
to the shortage of paper a hurdle has been created in
publishing a good namber of books, We know Sir, that
in coming April school session will begin and for want of
paper there will be a serious rise in prices of ' books.
Our students will suffer greatly in that case, T hepe our
Government would come forward to tackle this serious
problem with all seriousness and I would like to know
what measures Government have taken by now in this

- regard, Thank you Sir.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister): Mr. Speaker
Sir, there has been an acute scarcity of common variety of
paper for the printing of the text books as well as for
general use by the students since September, 1973 in the
State, At the same time the prices of paper have shown
an upward trend, The Dibrugarh University Coordination
Committee for Production of Text Books in the Regional lan-
guage has since solved the problem of their paper requi~
cemients by paying cash to the printing COncCeras against

the books printed by the latter. But as the price of the
books
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will consequently go up. Because the Production of text
books in time is imperative, the Committee has been forced

to adopt the only alternative left to it by the market position, ‘..
The Gauhati University Coordination Committee for

Production of Textbooks in the Regional Language invited
quotations for supply of printing papers from 2 firm in
Calcutta and another of Gauhati in June lagt for 3000
reams, and orders were placed with them to supply the
same. During the last 4 months the Calcuita firm ceould
supply only 200 reams whereas the Gauhatj firm could
not supply at all. The Paper Mills in Calcutta were
contacted for the supply of papers without
result. In December and January last, the Joint Committee
_ of paper Industry, Calcutta made a public announ

celment
that it would supply 60 G. S. M. white Printing papers at
a Special Price of Rs. 2750/— per tonne. The QGauhati
Univer ity Coordination Committee of Paper Industry with
their requirement. The Chairman of the Joint Committee
advised the GU.C.C. to submit the Proposal through the
Government of India, The Vice-Chanceilor of the Gauhati

University accordingly took up the mattep With the Govern-
ment of India,

also

The requirement of ths Assam Sy
duction and Publication Corporation It
Th:y invited quotations for paper along with cates for
printing from the Printing concerrs, but all (he ¢ firms
expressed their inability to supply Paper.  The Corporation
therefore took steps to procure paper dire
Mills in Calcutta buta favourable repl
from the Titagar Paper Mijl. T

d. was 60g tonnes.

the contract with Titagar Paper Miil
year for supply of 590 tonnes of whit
3 00 per k. g. at a total estimated cost of Rs
excise duty and other taxecs.

any positive |

ate Textbook Pros—"_

ctly from Pager
¥ was received only
The COI‘})OI‘&U(}}} c()mple‘{(?d
In November last :
¢ Magplitho paper at \4,

o

. 20 lacs including -5~

The Mill rate of various
qualities of paper were subsequently raised wig), effect from

T
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(9]
(4]

14.12.73 and as per present WMill rate price per k.g. is
Rs, 380 -and -there has been an overall cayvings of about =
Rs. 4,30 lacs with entire transaction when ‘compared with
present ruling Mill rates. . _ : ' e B

The Corporation” has already received 150 tonnes of
paper and the balance is in the process of -being despatched.
The Production: programine of the Textbook Co;poration-.
;s therefore not likely to be effected due to 's_cat_‘c«ity‘ and,
high prices of paper in the open market. - i .

The Board of Secondary “Education has -placed ordars;,
for 10,000 ( Ten thousand )7 ‘veams ‘of ~Demy gize paper
Agent M/S prakash Chandra Sinha and Sons Ltd.-on the
basis of quotations. Out of these 110000 reams, 3,662 reams;
of paper - has already. been. received by. the Board and the
balance will be supplied within March, 1974. As such the
examinations to be conducted by the Board. afe not to be.
offected for secarcityof . paper. : -3 sy

fhe Government of India:is being; moved 10, make,
allotment of paper to mset the further requirements Of,
our State. -3 o

Statement by Minister.

Shri C. S. Teron ( Minister, Health & F. P y'y "M Deputy
Speaker, Sir, T beg to make _zi Jstatemeént- regarding ‘the
strike of the ITI and 1V Grade ‘employees of the Gauhati
Medical College. S uatia Biemt af]

Shri M. C. Thakuria in his capacity as the General
Secretary of an organisation under the: name apd/ style of
«(Gauhati Medical Collsge Hospital Karmi Sangha?, wrote
10 the principal-of the College on 18th January, 1974 that
the Gauhati Medical, College Hospital_—,workcr_smould ob-
serve a token strike on 6th February, 1974. on the ground
{hat the authority failed to imp!el’hcnltf‘th\';-: decision arrived
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at oni 14th June, 1972 with the employees of the hospital,
The letter was received by the Principal on 23. 1 74. Sub-
sequenitly he submitted another letter to the Principal -
stating that the workers would 80 on strike from 6th of
Febiuary, 1974 till the grievances of the workers are red-
ressed.  This letter was received by the Principal on the
Sth February, 1974 (afternoon ). Thus he gave notice of
the indcfinite strike abruptly and without taking into con-
sideration the steps taken by the Government to redress
their grievances. The workers of the hospital launched a
similar strike on 16th July, 1973 also. That unfortunately
caused some inconvenience to the public in general and
the patients in particular,

The Government have implemented substantially the
decisions taken on 14th June. 1972, by converting 95 daily
wage carners to the posts carrying time -<cale of pay with
benefit of leave, increment €t¢. ‘and by making 44 posts
of temporary workers on time gscale of pay permanent un-
der regular establishment, Government had also sanctioned
construction of 10 numbers of R.aQ:¢ buildings to acco-
mmodate 60 Grade IV staff at a cost of Rs; 7.80 Jakha
Arrangements haye also been made to give one day weckly
rest by appointing more workers on daily wage basis:
In this connection it may ‘be mentioned that the daily
Wage sedrners as. on. 14,6, 72 were given time scale of pay
with effect from 8th Aug,72.

The main

grievaoces included in the present notice
relate to :—

allowance on account of ]
non-eompletion of the quarters

Regarding fulfilment of the above grieyances, I would
like to say that 44 empley '

LSS W re S o Shown against

Tr—w)
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permarenet posts &F Grade TV with effect <frem the date
of creation of these posts ic. from Sth August, 1972 and

. their pay has beea continted to' be drawn and disbursed

accordingly. On Teceipt of the strike: notice the workers
have also been given individua! formal orders were issued
on 4th Feb/74 raising the present 1ate of ~daily -wage
intimation, In regard to daily wage,/from Rs.3.00to Fs.
450 per day with effect from 1:1.74 D=mand for the house
rent is covered by the peneral decision of the Government
in respect of all categories of the staffi:

It will thus be seen tnat there was no justification
in launching indefinite strike abruptly  with a view io
disrupt essential services of the hospital, It may bemen:
tiened that in the larger interest of the suffering public
Government had notified on 7th July, 1973 to the effect
it all employment under Government hospital are esseh-
fial to the life of the community, The Principal of the
Collcge intimated the Secrctary of ‘the Karmi Sahgha on‘
7th July, 1973, that association formed in accordance with
Government rules and approved by the - Government Mmay
only be allowed to function. This organisation has not
seenn recognised by the Government. The Grade I11-and
Grade IV staff of the Gauhati Medical College Hospiial
have not formed any association as required under Goverit-
ment Servant’'s Conduct Rules as advised by the Principal
vide his letter No. MCH/30/67/728 dated 7th July, 11973.

In spite of all that Government had done to amelio-
cate the conditions  of the workers and in spite of the
jmplecations of declaring their services: as essential, a sce—
tion of the Grade I staff and Grade 1V staff excluding
some of these working in the kitcben of the hospital ard
also the drivers and haudimen of the College side has
been observing strike from 6th of February, 1974

Government have taken all possible steps to run the

‘hospital so that the ailing patients are not required 1o
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. 12th February
suffer’ due to the strike by the hospital workers. Govern-
ment have recruited temporary Ward Boys and Ward Girls
and Sweepers, The students of the College rendered valu-
able voluntary services on the 6th and 7th instant in normal
functioning ‘of the' hospital. ‘The: doctors and the Nursing
staff in addition to their normal duties have been extending
their voluntary ‘services even in'maintaining sanitary condi-
tion of the hospital. 'I am also " glad to say. that some
voluntary ‘organisations have come forward and rendered
services with a view to lessen the. difficulties that might
be faced by the patients.. The Chairman of the Governing
Body of the/College has -also taken great pain in organi-
sing the' voluntary services -to run the hospital smoothly
during these 'days, With such .valuable help the doctors
and the Nurses are doing their job normally, The hospital
is functioning smoothly and the paticnts arc getting their
meals regularly. There has bsen no abnorlal decrease in
the number of indoor and outdsor patients, operation cascs
etc. © As against 606 indoar patients and 565 outdoor patients

on 5 2.74, there are the following number of paticnts during
these days.

6.2.74 - Indoor patients 592  Qutdoor patients 489

7.274 551 ” 431
8294 -1 ). 556 » 512
9.2.74 # 545 2 438

10.2.74 . Pt 554 X (Sunday)

1122:74 ks 587 ” 401

So' far“there “are only two! deaths: on 72.74 and one
‘death on’ 8,2,74° Op:ration cases are also going on as usual,
The' teaching “programme is alyo running, normally,

S Ehe College authority-have asked the hospital workers
to resume their duties by today ‘positively, It iy my earnest
expectation that in consideration of"inconveniencee of  the
public in = general and- the patients. ig particular, and since
the grievances: of ‘the workers -have been met substantially

~57
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the striking employees will resume their normal duti

I express my deep sense of gratitude to the studer
doctors, nurses, members of the voluntary organisation ar
tne members of the Governing Body in rendering valu:
ble and -voluntary services in normal functioning of t
hospital during these days.

. Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Are we to understand th

the hospital is functioning ncrmally ?

Shri C. S, Teron ( Ministerj: Yes, it is functioni
normally,

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, the Minister has stat
in course of the statement thai Government has not icc
gaised ths workers vnion, May I know whether there W
any agreement with the workers representatives ?

Shri C. S. Teron ( Minister ) : There was no agrecm=t
There was some discussion and the minutes were record
On the basis of that discussion Government is continui
to implement the decisions,
Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki s With whom the Governit
had the discussion ? )
Shri C.S. Teron ( Minister ) ; There were so many 1nc
ding the Hon’ble member hers:If,
Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki : Could the Minister give
names,
Shei C.S. Teron ( Minister ): I was therg, Miuaister
State Shri Hiteswar Saikia was there, Smii Barkataki
there, Shri Autul Saikia, M. L, A. Shri Manabendra Sar
M. L. A, Shri Narasinvhan, Secrctay, Health, BRI
Banerjee, Director of Health Services, Shai M.F. Bezba
under Secretary, Dr. J. Mahanta, Principal, G. M, C, 1
Duara, Shri R. Nobis, Secretary Medical . College,
R. Medi, Shri P, Kumar, Shri M. Mech. Shri P. Burg
Shri Yusuf and Shri Balmiki were also present du
the discussion,
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Shrimati Renuka D:vi Barkataki: Can the Minister tell
us whether a lstter was issued to the General Secretary of
the Gauhati Mzdical College workers’ Union asking the
workers to be present, including the President, in the
meeting ? Then only myself and other Members of the
Union attended that meeting,

Shr Chaatrasing Teron : Ths copy of that letter is not with
me now,
Shrimati Renuka Doavi Barkataki: One year before they
reéognised that Union and now because they have not been
able to fulfil the demands of the union the
saying that they have not recognised the Union,
Shri Chatrasing Teron : We have not recognised the union,
Mr, Deputy Speaker : Do you want to discuss this matter ?
shrimati  Renuka Dezavi Barkaraki : I only want name
clarifications, :
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Do you want to discuss it 4
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Yes, we . will have it,
Ir. Deputy Speaker: The house stands
.30 P.M.
( The house rose at 12.33 P, M. )
After Lunch

( The House re-assembled with Mr.
‘hair at 2.30 P. M., )
hri Md. Idris (Minister) ; Mr. Speakar, Sir,
1e liberty of taking a few minuyteg of the hbu
) make a statement,

Minister ' is

adjourned will

Speaker in the

may I have
se? I want

[r. Speaker: Is it very urgent?

i Md. Idris : Yes Sir, it ig very urgent,

r, Speaker : What is the sense of the house, whether to Reone

s statement or to begin the debate on Governor’s Address 7
( Voice from the Opposition s How long it wily take )

1turally a long statement, ‘ ek
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Shri- Md. Idris : It will take only 5 to 6 minutes.

Mr, Speaker : Alright.

Shri Md. Tdris : Sir, on 8.2.74 at 22-00 hours due- to
mal-functioning of both the boiler feed pumps at oil-fired
Chandrapur TPS, it was decided to have shert shut-down
at 23 hours after following normal short shut-down procedure,
At about 23-55 hours a spark near the Air Pre Heater
was detected by the operation staff. With all the fire
fighting facilities available at the Plant ard later with the
as-istarice of the city fire services ( Assam Refinery and
NFR fire services) the fire was quickly localised and
finally extinguished at 11-30 hours on 9.2.74, ©n a visual
inspection by Japanese engineer who happeped to be at
site on 10.2.74 and by Board’s engineers, it appears that
about 709 of the elements of the Air Pre-Heater have
been damaged, Tt has been decided to dismentle the A.P.H.
and establish the extent of damage and get the replace-
ment on emergency basis, Necessary action to initiate
this has already been taken ard services of experts from
Mitsubishi ( Manifacturers of the Plant ), Board’s Consu-
Itants Messrs Kuljian ( now Development Consultants )
and erectors M/s Kessel have been requisitioned. The
function of the Air Pre-Heater is essential to transfar
heat to the air required for combustion. Without Pre-
heating the air, the combustion canrot be started 'm"?he
boiler, Tn other words, it isnot possible to fire the boiler
without air pre-Heater, 1t is imperative, therefore, (0 get
the replacements on topmost priority baSl'S.‘ .The-.Board
has already taken up the following action in the matter :
(1) To fly one Japanese expert to Gauhati to -assess the

actual damage and reason for such demage.
(2) To arrange for replacement of the damaged part on
an emergency basis, o

- (3) Government of India has been requested to instruct the
. indigenous manufacturers to take up the manufacture
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of the damaged part on an emergency basis. This will
be an additional safeguard if Japanese fail to supply
the part within a very shert time.

In view of the fact that Chandiapur TPS will be out
of commission till replacements are received every onece
of water in the Umian reservoir and  spread it over as
long as possible till the monsoon breaks. The Board has
already started their cmall diecel generatirg sets (abtout
1.5 M.W.) at Tezpur and Nowgong. The. only source
of power supply in lower Assam is the Umiam-Umtru
Complex. The water level of - the reservoir stocd at RL
3201 on 11.2.74. With this water level and expected inflows
during the. coming menths till the onset of monscon, it
will be possible to generate maximum of 70 M. KWH
of energy upto the end of June. Considering the present
outage of Chandrapur, it will be rossible only to supply
14 MKWH per month (average 19 MW c-antinuous}y)
from the Umiam-Umtru system till the onset of tlie men-—
soon, This means an immediate reduction of -load from
28 MW continuous , (21 MKWH per month ) to aboyt
19 MW continuous ( 14 MKWH per month ). If Chandra-
bur can be brought into the grid before the onset.of the
monseon, this cestriction will be relaxed carlier to the
extent Chandrapur power Wwill be available. As there is
no guarantee that the replacement will be available within
a fixed date, dated there is no other alternative then to
conserve this only source of power. for the lower Assam till
monsoon = breaks,

Under the circumstances the Board has no other alter-
native than to consider imposing restriction' on power
consumption  which may go up to 8/10 MW every day
by restricting industrial load in the Lower Assam Zone
with effect from 14.2.74 on a' fair and equitable manner
with due notice to the industries and Chamber of Commerce,

- ;w;.‘;
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' Considering ‘the ~situation, it " is requested that the.
Hon'ble members, public in -general and the industrialists .
in particular will bear with 'us to fide over the -unfortu- .
nate and unavoidable situation, ols ;

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : I want to have - clarification,
YVesterday I raised the apprehension and to-day <t has
come true, Is it'a fact that Chandrapur Plant itself was
def-ctive and last year when it was installed after- 7 or8
days functioning ‘it had to be chut down .for: repair and
because of the defects the fire tock place on.that day 2

Shri Md. Idris : Sir, the hon’ble ‘mcmber -has taised @
technical point, As I have said it- was due to a spark
in the Air Pre-Heater which-is' 2 component part of. the
Plant. It was running smoothly -and there was no defect
in the Plant. : - i3

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : May kiiow from the 'M’linist"e'r
whether there was any leakage in the boiler pipGS‘?"'

Shri Md. Idris ( Minister) : That detailed information is

not with me. I gather from the opiriop of  the experts
that the Plant was behaving properly. =t
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :. When - the Ministéi' is. coming
with a statement he should furnishe all information. - Qur
point is it was defective and there Wwas leakage in the
boiler pipes and that no steps have been taken to remove
these defects. Is it mot a fact that due to ‘this the inCi-

dent took place?

Shri Md. Idris : It is not ducto jeakage of boiler pipes.
I have said that it was due to some spart in the pom-
ponent part, The engineer apprehcnded. comme disorder and
therefore, they shut-down the unit and after one hour they
could detect that there was one spark. : ' £

Shri Dulal Chaﬂdra Khound-: .One ‘more poin,t,'Sir., The
hon’ble Minister has stated that the water level in Barapani
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was low., Was it not the duty of the Board to regulate
the water for last 3 or 4 months ? Last year also we had
the experience of thing, and now the Electricity Board 1§
€oming with the pretext to restrict the power consumption,
‘Was it not their duty to regulate the water during the
past 3 or 4 months ?

Shrii Md. Idris «+ Sir, such a break-down in the machinery
could not be forseen earlier., But the, the water which is
available now will be sufficient up to June, One therma]
plant is also running for last few days smoothly,

e AonF ;. qupw W, GBH W THED @ e

o a3 HaFEE Aol Fd 9 gFeE @F @b s,

@07 FT JEAR FRY @EFA @A w9 ,
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BT (wrHAE o[l &l czre | Apart from this all possible
precautions were taken,
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Suew 3fEyg ¢ wypr wzigy. 93 @361 ofen fig CIEICHAIE S

@375t @fenl oty &fs @iz This time, it was runnin g smoothly

when this accident happened.

Mr, Speaker : Will you please circulate a copy.

Shri Mahammad Idris ( Minister ); T have given a copy
to you, Sir

Mr. Speaker : No, no, you will please circulate the copy.
Debate on the Governor's Address,
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Shri Giasuddino Ahmed : Mr, Speaker Sir,
observed that Governor's- Address is a stereotyped one. |
The same old pattern of a ceremonial speech ig repeated - _
year after year. Sir, in this address the first thing which
has been 'mentioned is the shifting of the capital to Dispur,
which is announced as a temporarycapital. And we have
heard nothing from the Governor categorically as ‘to whe-
‘ther this temporary capita) is going to be permanent here
or weare having a permanent capita] elsewhere. This is
most vital and has been very conveniently omitted frem
the Governor’s address; Then again  Sir, another vital
matter is the question’ of assets and liabilities of undivided
Assam, - After reorganisation of -the - State of Assam that.
is after the creation of Meghalaya anrd the Creation of
Union Territory of Mizoram the apportionment - of agets
and liabilites between different states should have been made
Sir, crores and creres of rupees have heen spent for the
&évélbpm'ént of the hill areas particularly and it has been
rightly observed by mv friend Mr Bora that Sister States
should -take responsibility of liabilities proporttionately Now
our Government to-day is not in a position to tell ug J
what is the share of the liahilities the States of Meghalaya © \)
and Mizoram are going to take, Then again we left by
Shillong the beautiful paradies, the century old capital of
Assam that is perhaps what history wanted and jt has
happened as such. It is a credit to the Government that they

it has been rightly :if
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could.shift the capital; within such 'a short time,,. But then

.what we left there ? Crores and..Croresro,ﬁ ‘r.g_p,eqs -wozth.pro-
perties and buildings and other-materials; .Is the Government

< in a position today to ‘telt us what, .will. be the: ﬁ/gltiqof_ those

-4

properties 7 We 'do not _know what. will be .the value
.of those: buildings. So far as..I remember..jn the -North
_Eastern  Reorganisation. Act it has ‘been, .mengioned that

cost -of . construction of . .capital for Me halﬁ}"at,,v‘iﬂ,l !;e
borne by . Govérnment-of India, . Now . the bui]dgni;;lgsbw'l;ilgh
-belongs to. the Government, of Assam: 3Te, ;.ggins.:f;o(g'bp
atilised by the .Meghalaya Government -that is -unjop
Government is:not to pay @ single fathing for -t
construction: : of : ‘buildings for - the .-- Meghalaya capital.
‘They are utilising our:* buildings ~-and;:. thezyby - -we . ;aLe
.going to. incur a.huge: loss to;the tune of several. ":ﬁrlﬁl'ﬁs
Jiof rupees. . The. Gavernment: of- India- is;nod. going., t(,)_,lne}_
~mburse the amount. Our Government  is n9.t!~?‘;P°Sé,t.§98'§9
tell us how much.money weare going to have..from the
_union  Government - for, congtruction of our, permaneht

capital, - Also our. Governmen}- is;not in a po,sitjori to;tell

- us whereswill our permanent capital be located. Tharefore,

<N

Sir, | apprehend that the. dream, of having, a beaupiful

¥ - permaient -capilal, a new ~city will remain a.dream, for

..ever. : Because in. this ;most. important Address by, the
- Goyernor mo: mention has been made aboutit. Then again
_ Sir,-tHere are other -mattersc-- " ", ;. T e

the Assam’ Goyerpment employees ~ who ~ dre - now in

.

'Meghalaya and Mizoram. We have personal experience

about the hard conditions in which thesé employees ‘are

~working  in these two states. Tde”hot like to go into the
details as to how these people’afe working there, In whe!
way they are living,. how_ they, are being treated, what

- P

" amepities they are getting. " If, T deséribe these things in

e . 1 Lo P
B A te B P S
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'detall then it may not be welcome’ in'‘many quarters part- - -
mu]arly in these two states. That is Wwhy I do not like e
to go any further. The Government of Assam bas a duty 5.
to do something for these unfortunate employees serving <
in the high hills in Mizoram and in Meghalaya. This problem |
"should be studlcd“tboroughly and some":measures should
be taken so that they can be -brought back to the . parent
A‘State ‘and' ‘absorb them here. Nothing has been: mentioned
about * this' in' “the ‘Governor’s: address. :J would like to
‘tell- the Housé 'with ‘anguish about another important matter
“whlch has bt‘en omitted - fsom the Governor’s address,  of
‘cours’e' quite naturally .and quite expectcdly these things
-have" been ¢itted from the address, and never. I'read about -4
“this problém beiig mentioned in any of the Governors
"dddress during ‘the last 26- years. That is the problem
~comncerning the’ minority community of. the State of Assam_
“Ndbody speaks anything about them. Our. national press
“js absolutely silent abcut these people. ard cur. Hon’ble
Members of”* this House ° ‘quite a godd.nmumber of -whom
be]ong to this: commumty’are all quite silent abcut: thjg
prbblem With anguish T stiould tell the House that the :
m]uetlce >that has been” done-to these ‘people is beyond ¥
“'description; This ‘minority ‘community all ~over India ig ﬁi/
-Hving ‘under the '-shadow of death ~ economically apnq -
c‘ultura“y With ‘great pain Iam to say that Assam is

not an exception, Ta different fields of life, in education,
- in, employment in agricultyre, in lard reform measures,

m every ﬁeld the':e peop]e are being deprwed and it appears
“from the actlvmcs of the Gcvernment, from the activities
of dxfferent ‘de partmun’s of the Governmtnt ‘that there
. has “been a calculated pre. planntd move rather a cons- }L
. piracy to’ suppress this community, to ruin this community | ]
~culturally "and ccopomically T want to cite certain instanceg-& - |
how thcse people are being treated. There is a proposed
" resérve it is not reserve, it is proposed. Thise are fellow
lands without any valuable trees, Several thousand people
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-éncroached ‘into ‘that plot in the district of Gpalpa,rgf‘lwithin

Secretary:.of the Congress just qncar-i;Abbayapur,i, Thei,cb.ﬁ-

((\/ the constituency of Shri Dhruta .:Naxjay.apjB?Fug,,A._ﬁte;ncifal

stituency::of .Shri .Ayodhya.Ram Das,. M,

encroachers came. sfrom. different sections of the people.
~There : are Nepalis, there are Garos, there_ are.. displaced
persons from Bangladesh, there are Muslims also, and as

a principle, T would - like to say,_.tha.t._:'all
" gre

13 ]

‘should be settled Bgéause all of them

.these_ people
Jatidless, they

should not be evicted. That ;is - the ,prlincip'leal 'ng):llld

. ‘advocute, but then if they. are _encroachers, .

be evicted all of them-should, be treated as ¢

[N

1l of them should be evicted. But, why

if they are to

ncroachers and
B ‘r' .‘J._‘ O
the. Mnuslims

~have been singled out, Nepa}lshave allOWtdtpjsjéﬂt;ge
R [ AR e’ -,'l" S
_there, Garos haye been allowed to sefte there,  displaced

- N

Per it L4
_ persons .have been allowcds: only Muslipy, have Teen mer-

_cilessty. evicted. .1 can make a challengg. ..

1 ‘.)"'!." \( :1./

Shiri Sarat’ Chandra Sinha Chief, Minister): t:§iir,

- this- is a wrong istatement,’

PSR SRATT | S5t

Shl‘l Gié,ﬁ\;(‘_ldin" A_’h“rﬁ'e’d‘ If T your permit ‘mey /- Sir,

"I can show the documents afterwards. The “docufnents areiof

p . covurse not here now." T this way Musliing have peen-picked
out. their houses havé “been 'buint ‘down and-fhey ‘have'beer
Kicked cvt T did not éxrect such thirgs during the regimeof
“this Hor’ble Chief ‘Mihister; Shri - Sarat! Chandfa vSinha,

“Then'there are other instanccs..'What -hdppe

ps. in, the char

 area of Hajo Circle; About 3000 Muslims living in the €bar

arcas living in a precarieus conditicn for 8

n-arsel of food

have’ been evicted - without s aking .~ any: alternative

Ny

“citizen of the country irfespective :of caste.:an

arrangement. In 'Morigaon Subcdivision. also: similar - ins-
-tances have taken “place.” Law is_ :equal .tof all;: Every

d creed:shonld

. be treated -equaily.”  But why this discrimination -k would
like to ask. Then ‘I come to,the question-of -employment

and 1 would like to quote certain figuresy

One fourth of
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the population of the state about 36 lakhs of these people
are 8 great political force, ‘these unfortunate people. who
created many. great leaders although T would say all

reactionary leaders right from Sir Syed Saadulla downp to |

Moinul Haque Choudhury these are the peeple who created
‘the reactionery leaders who mever tought of thcse teeming
m'11.0Ds. : ' : .
To-day algo there is a galaxy of 'Ministers from
amongst this ~ community. But what is the employment
position 7 Sir, T would like to quote figurcs, This comm-
unity constitutes 259 of the total polulation, Qutof 13
Deputy Commissioners there is only one from amongst
the Muslims, out of 22 Sadr. S. D. Os 'there ‘are only 2
‘Muslims, out of 8 Settlement Officers not a ‘single is ‘a
"Mus_lim, out of 12 Superintendents of Police not’ a single
is 'a Muslim and none of the S.D,P.0s is a Muslim
Sir, in the Directerate cf Housirr‘g there are 180 employees
‘but not a single is a Muslim :Jn the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission there isimot a single Muslim em-
ployee: and out of the -Inspectors qf - Schools not a single
is a Muslim, and there is not a single Assit. Inspector
of Schools . from the Muslim community. These are only

a few instances, Sir,in the Police Department the Muslimg. -

are treated as out-caste and undesirable, What happened
in the Health: Department 1n Dhubri ? The Civil Surgeon

there has started a jebad, so 1o say, against the Muslim
employees apd ‘all the Muslim Vaccinators have been
* retrenched. At Kokrajhar  under National Malaria Fre.
dication Programme all the Muslim  surveilance workers
have been retrenched and ncbedy, including the Muslim
representatives sitting in the Treasury Bench did not utter
"word of objection. But atthe time of the last general ¢le-

ctions helicopters were flying over the Char area for their =

votes and after taking their votes, these people have been
completely forgotten, What- are these people ? - Are they

]
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above the poverty line? Are they very rich people 9
PDefinitely not. '

: Now, Sir, under the half-a-million job programme, I

appreciate the stand of the Government that the scheduled
caste and scheduled tribes ard other backward communi-
ties should be given preference and that their rights
should be safeguarded. { am at one with this idea and
I support the stand. But I would like to speak some-
thing about Dhubri Sub-Division, In Dhubri Sub-Division
the total scheduled castc population is only 35,000 cons-
tituting 4.95% of the total population, The plains tribal
populatien is about 20,000 which constitutes less than
one percent of the total population, The Muslims constitute
65% of the total population and the caste Hindus 109%,
they together constitute 75% of the total population, and
the scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and other backward
communities together eonstitute only 23%. Now, & policy
has been adopted that 609, of the posts should be reser-
ved for the scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and other
backward communities. The position in Dhubri Sub-Division
stands thus : 60% of the posts are reserved for 25% of
the population and 409, posts are kept for 75% of :the
total population, In this connection I would like to
spggest that the -word «Backward® should be properly
defined. Should it be interpreted on cnmmupnal line -or
on the basis of economic backwardness of the population ?
If the backwardness is taken then perhapsa major portion
of the Muslim population can be taken as other backward
communities. Nobody knows what is their plight. Large
sectton of this population are living in a horrible condi-
tion. The immigrant Muslims are affectionately called
«Na-Asamya’ but [ would like to-call them Negros of
Assam. A few of our leaders have any idea about these
people. Sir, 20 lakhs of them are living in the Char area
right from Sadiya down to Dhubri, Sir, do you know
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how many high schools have been set up for these people ? -
As far as I know there is only one High School for 20 .
lakhs of people and that school I have set up in my own Yz~ !
Constituency in the Char area of Dhubri Sub-Division, If
there are more schools, the Education Department will
-enlighten us, Do you know how many dispensaries are
there for these people ? Not a single and there is only
one subsidised dispensary and that is also withcut any
Doctor, Compounder and Medicine. ,
-Shri Syed Ahmed Ali: Whether the Hon'ble Member is
talking about his own Constituency or abcut the whole f
Assam ? ' o ’ e
Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : | am speaking about Agsam -
as a whole. - '
~ Shri Syed Ahmed Ali : Does the Hon’ble Member know
how many schools are there in South Salmara alone 3
. Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : The entire South Salmara is not
Char area. I am taiking of Char area, I have also said
that if there are Mmore schools, perhaps the Education
Department will enlighten us on this point.

'About the percentage of literacy, T have surveyed a
small area because we have no chance to know the actua] . Y
position, Even if we put questiors, that is disallowed.

Any way the percentage of literacy is the lowest. Out of
1000 people 1 got only 20 literate persons. What is the
percentage 7 - C
That is the positicn regardirg educaticr. Sir, these prob-
lems have given rige to. political problems. The communal :
amongst the Muslims elements - have taken this as a .
handle to organise a commundl organisation. 7That is a /,“)’
very bad sigh Sir- I waqt to tcll this House. |
Mr. Speaker: Please coAclude, ¥
Shri Giasuddin Ahmed; 'Ope ruinut: Sir, Scheduled Caste
pcople are organised to have their demands fulfilled : the
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backward communities are. organised to get their demands
fulfilled and all other communities are organising and
agitating for their demands. The muslims are also going to be
organised amongst themselves to get their demands fulfilled.
But this is a wrong approach to the problem, These
problems have given rise to communal organisation and
I denounce it, That is not the way of solving the problem.
I say that all the have-nots of different communitis, irr-
espective of caste and creed race and Janguage Wwho
have been deprived should be combined, should bz united
and launch a united struggle for betterment of all,
‘That is the way. Any way  Sir, the Government
should bz conscinus about thess things. =~ Government
should be conscious abcut these things, Government
should take the right decision at the right time. Delay
may be disastrous. Thank you Sir ‘

B AR NI ¢ WG WEPE A(RIEE, ASITEI W SNID
B AT We @RE WA (g o1 w8 AR afgm | SIS
@3 zerbre W Wik o F YW (T, AAAT ST AT
ca%aﬂ?m weq g @RT  STIGATH  QFT W _,_*31 RAIRIE
W3 1 WERR, @B SR foqn Goece  efex Srmen frEl
orre qgifs QfY, fe, ,f?rﬁm el ¢ R
“T_he phenomenon of a grdwing and crushing price rise has
resulted in unsettli_ng in a variety of ways the normal
life of the community and has imposed hardship as seldom
known before, When we see that almost 40%, of our pop-
ulation continues to live below the poverty line, we realise -
the inadequacy of our performances and achievements.”

aigorfoq erts fy ST Sra etw ATy, W (3 AL IACT
Treiq 3R [ Aofel @wi NBrg QAR IAFAEI NS i3
G Tad s Aweiw (7l A IH erfiae LAY FITBT
ot g ofy aw gy feears st vs98 57 CIECICU LS
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NEEMI CF@S  (otel 9w w15 AT CE IR Y.
77 fex  feifem ) Import Licence No, A-653175/61/
\V-N3/CCI/SH dt 3.9.63 giq4 a3 Sy’ MEH Y77 6D
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‘alcutta V/Sc. V of the Import & Export ( Central ) Act,
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'(A) “Whether there was some allegations regarding bri-
bery and drawal of false T. A, Bills etc.,, against one
of the Deputy Secys. of Political Deptt. while he was
holding the post of Trade Adviscr in Calcutta ?

The reply was Yes,

(B) Whether it is a fact that the said allegation were duly
enquired into by a high ranking Police Official ?
The reply-was-Yes,
(C) If so, what were the findings of the said enquiry and
what actions were taken by Government thereon ?
The reply was-Yes.”
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| o Mr. Deputy Speaker : The House stands adjourned

k‘ - till. 10 A, M. tomorrow. '

e The House then rose at 5P. M. and was adlournedr" '
t(tlll 10 A. M. on Wednesday the 13th February, 1974,

-~

. Shri P; D. Barua -
Dispur . Secretary, ' _
12-2-74 Assam Legislative AssemblY-;._




