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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Thursday March 14, 1974

The House met at 10 A.M. in the Assembly Chamber
Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Pending Starred Question no. 289

D3N v™ el ¢ ANl S qC2IwE,  AAIT AT
TG ACEIACA (SL49T Bgq@ GG FU wum (§, ‘edrzihl e 2R
ffsaa’ 1 awwiy foess cigmeRl foais ssee T@IZA SI®
FaA fGAE s300 wfqiEa ¢l 3fa oz 1 @Rl fefR 9239
foets ore oaEAR & I ves,ked B IF FTRTA
AT AN Sde,5¢0 Bl 4w5 7 (erm | 2 Gl W3
vRgE (qwy Ol (ol @%0B! @Bl A 3EW (T | WA
WFGIS 99 (A GfE g, e ol fEEs SaEEl S
tzim S RUARE (qF qpgAnss o @A 9 e | A
W2 TRES 93 6AFIRT AT AR 17, IS B0 (oA @Bl 20
ffoma 4 cifatEsa Gare 2RoMst w8 309 68 FEaE

@fé?‘?ﬁﬁ (=@)) @ gy ALEIT, siiNig TafAEs fasiob
AR FIMA FAC 3 paFEd Reaswt i 2 |z | GRS A
3f 512 ciEarRl feam @@ srRfRfewatt a9 hifse @riR
3esl fargsaids iz ez |

SAREFHT Sztay ¢ AT ST ALeie, WAL AT 1F)
ALY (FCE T, 3 «Bl oA ffemn  @imE FAH Rgsatds
(z @t | A aeiE ergETEel W@ wee ERERT o B
wR QRPN IS Alg R wEfeeR oxae ¢qd s ffenaeie
G i3 SqEE A FUH| AN (ASiRE !




2 Questions & Answers 14th March

Rfageprt (331 ) ¢ wGF AN, TGEEA I FAUG 7% |

Bfraiplas wFEAw 2 WGP ACINY, WAz FI(F02

Bfepam (37 ) ¢ FYF ARV, (FIFIRAS @51 517 fofema
wirg @ O3B MIEAARIS A | NRIEATR] e wfEdsiitae
<l fofowa ¢fE waffead FM ziee @gta <l (202 |

ustiers AGHIRF : ST qEHY, @I T2 FgaE
N Fivget fEerr ArsNS =fte @&F 2

SAfrgeriv (=371 @ FYT WM, 92G1 @Bl AgH e | TR
3ate «fenl earzii el fofewas sz sfa =z |

el AT @ Ael ¢ qENE wwwm Ay, fAEes
Giigestil famrg il stfasl o fosare #a@E (vge Aol
forgsiq] aifers @3 FAG1 =@«iad 3R @bl o1 fofewa wfe @ra-
FE e F9 foml 3R9 AFE eite qfFd wciEblis At wlE

1 afe iwaia @2 s ffegas  cimadEea faar e
Ffqaca 7

Afepe (7)) ¢ FgF T, REHIAS G5 i fefend
@l | (oreEAe @3Bl w@ @we Af%d wdrziva fefeway Ad
et 519, fofegarsl fama a=ge f& a0 el azd 390 29
305 efeqs @@l Bia 1 2 3PE OIS (FRiEE (3
@ta i fEee bl fefeaa =iift et 23 GiRiE! fRueeardia iz @i |

fedc vw I S FRAlE Sy A0z, S fars @
A3l cr, pAET 2MfFEar S 28 (RIS @R
con | oiEmE @4 9e R afE EUARTIRe et agn |
cBatar Al @2Gle «ft A weifas @ feea (2 raars jacs e
qqf ol @l B @Zwa3 wdrzAl 33 Eit? ?

A (sg)) 3 S AT, @351 50 A%3 |

Siraipfd atzAn @ AR SR A pefpieatic BCCRl
asgais wquzal Wz w41 3 e 7 T2 @2 FUH! Ffeg Yfenil
@, @i wEgArs @A (T2 &5 @l zE 9

S epte (F81) ¢ SO AL, G20 B A e |

g



>

1974 Questions & Answers 3

Dbl SR @ WgT AW, @GNS 4 FEfAeaq

aifs ot cartal zral A2 |

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, may I ask, on what basis
an Irrigation Division is created- whether one for each
district or more than one for each district 7 Is there
any instance in Assam where there are more than one
Division in one District ¢

Shri Bishnu Prasad, ( Minister of State ) : That is a
new question, Sir.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, I wanted to know how
many irrigation divisions have been opend.

Shri Bishnu Prasad, ( Minister of State) : Sir, this
question is of a general nature but the question I am
replying to relates to Gauhati west Irrigation Division.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, I just wanted to know
what principle is being adopted for establishing a Divi-
sion. Whether District is taken to be a unit or whether
a subdivision is taken to be a unit or whether the amount
of work will be the criteria for a division ? :

Shri Bishnu prasad, ( Minister of State) : Sir, it is
under process of finalisation.

Shri Md. Umaruddin : Sir, whether the case of Dhubri
which has been neglected so far will receive due attention 7

Shri Bishnu prasad, (Minister ) ¢ Definitely, Sir.
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Re : Shallow filter points,
Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani asked :

*2990, Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state 3
(a) Whether Government is aware that Kalyanpur,
Solmari and near about villages in Goalpara District

are situated in a very dry area and nothing can
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1974 Questions & Answers 7

be grown in the said area from October to April
due to scarcity of water ¢
(b) Ifso, will the Government take immediate steps for
sinking some shallow Filter points in the said area ?
(c) Will the Government take immediate steps to provide
Electricity to the persons of the said area who have
already got shallow Filter points sink in their land ?

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied :

(a)—Yes.

(b)—The shallow filter points are to be installed by the
beneficiries themselves.

(c)~Government would examine the practical feasibility
of energizing the existing tube wells.
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, it appears some blocks have
been selected for the project. May I know from the hon’ble
Minister on what basis these blocks have been selected ?

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister ) ¢ On the basis of under
ground survey by the Geological Survey.

Re : SD.O. (Civil), Barpeta.

Shri Ataur Rahman asked :
#300. Will the Minister, Home be pleased to stated ¢

(a) Whether on 25th December 1973 the S.D.O. (Civil),
Barpeta faced attack by a person armed with dagger ?

(b) If so, the circumstances ?
(c) Whether it is a fact that the incident could take
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place due to the inactive role of the local police ?
(d) If so, what prompt steps have Government taken
in the matter ?
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of State, Home) replied :
(a) and (b)—Yes, Sub-Divisional Officer ( Civil )
Barpeta faced an attack from one Jatin Das alias
Bombaiwalli on 26th December, 1973 near Civil
Hospital Chariali, Barpeta town, when he went to
enquire as to why Jatin Das had abused hir.n on
the previous night in front of the house of District
Agriculture Officer.
(c) & (d)—Yes. The Police Officers at fault are being
adequately dealt with. Departmental proceedings are being

drawn up against one Sub-Inspectors of Police have been
severely reprimanded.

Shri Ataur Rahman : Sir, may I know whether any
arrests have been made in this connection ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State) : Yes.

Shri Ataur Rahman : Whether any departmental enquiry
has been instituted into the matter ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State ) : Yes Sir.

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed : May I know from the honble.
Minister whether the Police Officers more prone to
corruption than to run the police adminstration properly ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State ) : No Sir.

T FAA KA WG qNE, N ACWE  GARE, @, @3
(RIFRTAR @IFFYA AAreiAn 791 2fEm @ 9 @2 @mFa
Ao sjfary Wy A%Hm 4T FAGH AWl W ? 0 AAISlED 50
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Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State ) : That was

oncd previously and some liguor was found.
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Shri Abdul Hannan Choudhury : May I know from
the Minister since the O.C. was informed before the
incicent took place than why the Police did not take steps 7

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State): We are
proceeding in the matter.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Since the police were
informed than why no police person was present there ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State) : We will
look into the whole affair.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether any officer was

put under suspension ?
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of State) : Proceedings

are being drawn against the officer.  Already two of

them reprimanded.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :; There is no question of
reprimand. The S.D.O. was attacked in front of the
Police Officers and I therefore, want to know under what
circumstances this could happen and why no police officer
Was put under suspension yet ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State) : They are
brought to the Police Reserve and Proceedings are being
drawn up against them. ' The Proceedings may lead to
even dismissal.

Shri Premadhar Bora : What is the distance from
Police Station to the place of occurrence ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of state): 1% furlong.

Starred question no 301 not put the honourable member
being absent.
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_ Shri Ataur Rahman : May I know from the Hon’ble
Ministers whether the Government or veterinary Deptt. main-
tains any Goshala for decrepit and rejected cattle heads.

Feze sm frz (10 7)) : (% oAre (SEIAR) [Refol @I
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Shri Biswanath Upadhya : Sir, Chief Minister has
stated that there is state level committee on Gosala. May
I know whether any meeting of this committee has besn
cancelled or set up.
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Re : PW.D. road between Machkhowa and Dhemaiji.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah asked @

*303. Will the Minister, P.W.D. be plcased to state -

(a) Whether it is a fact that some people have cut a
portion of P.W.D. road in between Machkhowa
and Dhemaji in Dhemaji Sub-division in the month
of June. 1973 last causing great hardships to near
about 5,000 ( Five thousand) population of the
locality due to h'gh flood ?

(b) If so, whether Government have taken any action
against those miscreants involved in the case ¢
(c) If not, why ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W.D. ) replied :
(a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(c)—Does not arise in view of reply to (b) above.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua $ What is the present posi-
tion Sir ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W.D.) 3 Sir, Police
has not submitted its report yet.

Sh‘ri Dulal Chandra Berua : Sir, the incident has taken
place inthe month of June °73. Whether the Government

has. taken any step to get the report earlier from the
Police »
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Pr. Lutfur Rahman (M’inister, P.W.D.) : Sir, we are
pursuing the case.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know whether the
gap is going to be filled up this year ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W.D.) : No.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Why no Sir.

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W.D. ) : Sir, if the
breach is closed onec side with the paddy fields and hom-
stead go under water and if closed the other side
villages and paddy fields remain under water. Therefore,
unless something is done to prevent flood occurring on the
“entire area, it will be very difficult to assess what should
be done. :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether the road is being
maintained ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman { Minister, P.W.D.) : We are
maintaining the road.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether any officer visited
that area and what decision Governmeat has taken ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W D ) : The Execu-
tive Engineer is there and the Addl. Chief Engineer and
more recently the Secretary of the Department visited the
area.

Sri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, while undoubtedly five
thousand familics of 5 Gaon Panchayats are suffcrring why
the Government is not going to implement any project and
not going to fill up the gap ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman = (Minister, P.W D) Sir; if-we fill
up the gap the other side goes undet water. We cannot have

a balanced ~measure for protecting paddy fields ete in
both sides untill something for prevention of fleod is done.

e it o
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, is the Government
aware of the fact that the Executive Engineer, Technical,
suggested to fill up the gap immediat.ly.

Dr. Lutfur : Rahman ( Minister, P. W. D.) : Sir, no such
decision hes been taken;by:the Go.t. in P.W.D.

Shri Dulal Chandra ' Barua : It is more or 'less a
political affair than technical ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister P, W. D.) s Sir, we are
looking to it technically.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :: Sir. we have gone there
and have seen the position. How the Minister could say

that if the breached is closed there would be sufferring again 9
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P.W D. ) ¢ Sir, I have seen
the position myself.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know whether
the Minister visited the area in the summer or winter 3

Dr. Lutfur Rahman. ( Minister, P. W.D.) : Durin‘g
summer within one month of flood.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir.. whether the Govern-
ment has taken decision by considering all the technical
aspects or the decision has been taken on political ground

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P.W.D.) : On technical
aspects. I have already said that unless the Flocd Control
Deptt. take a' step, we cannot take a decision by ourselves.

Re 2 Mandia Marketing Society.

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed asked :
*304. Will the Minister, Co-operation be pleased to state :

(a) When the Mandia Marketing Society was started ¢

(b) Who were the Presidents and Secretaries of the
Mandia Marketing Society ( Please furnish their
names with full addresses)

(c) For what reasons the said Society was defunct ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the cash money and the
goods stocked in the Marketing Society’s godown
were mjsappropriated by.the Secretary in collusion
with the president and other members ?

(¢) If so, whether the Police case was instituted against
them 7

(f) Whether the account of the Society was audited
by the Government its auditor ?

(g) If so, whether the Government will place the audit
report alongwith the balance sheet ?

(h) Who is using the house of the Mandia Marketing
Socicty at present ? '
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(i) 'Whether the Government is contemplating to give
the house for use of the newly formed Co-opera-
tive Societies ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Co-operation ) replied :
(a)—The Society was registered on 15th December, 1960.
(b)—Presidents ;—

1. Md. Abdul Awal Choudhury, vill. Mandiagaon,
P. O. Mandia.

2. Md. Kurban Ali Mia, vill. Agmandia, P.O. Mandia.

Kasheruddin Bepari. vill Mandiagaon, P.O. Mandia.

4, Md. Ataur Rahmap, vill. and P.O. Barpeta.-

Secretaries :—
1. Md. Kurban Ali Mia, vill. Agmandia, P.O. Mandia
2. Md. Majibur Rahman, vill. Mouripam, P.O.
Mandia ( Now absconding ).

(c)—The Society became defunct because :—

1. The Society had ceased to comply materially with

the conditions of registration ;

2. The financial condition of the Society was by that
' time far from satisfactory ; :

3. The working of the Society was also not satisfactory ;

4. All the members of the Society Including the Members

of the Managing Committee had ceased to take
interest in the working of the Society and all att-
empts for revival of the Society had failed ;

5. The earnings of the Society at that time was not

W

sufficient 'to meet the cost of management and as
such its continued existence would have caused
further deterioration in the assets :

6. As per our enquiry report, a large sum of money
of the Scciety was found misappropriated.
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(d)—The . Secretary, Md,  Majibur Rahman absconded
from 28th October,!1966 (A N)) -and is said to

have fled away to East Pakistan ( Now Bangladesh )
with the Society’s. cash. It is not know ' whether
the Secretary did so in collusion with the President
and other members of the Society as the matter is
under investigation of Police till now.

(¢) A Police case has been instituted against the
Secretary.

(f)—Yes.

(2)—Yes. Audit report and balance sheet for 1966-67
along with re-audit copies of balance sheet and
audit notes are- placed inithe table of the House.

(h) - The house of the Society is now at the disposal
of the Liquidator: of Co-op : Societies, Barpeta who
has taken over charge of the Society = after its
liquidation, for —the safety of the property. The
liguidator has allowed two day labourers to stay
in the house of the Society temporarily till the
disposal of the same.

(i) - No such decision has been taken.

30} ( Supplen entaries )

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed : May [ know from the
Minister what was the capital outlay at the time of defal-
cation: of the money, and who defalcated that money ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Co-operation) : The audited
balance sheet has been placed on the table of the House.

Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed : May I know what action
has been taken by the Government so far to realise the
defaulted amount from the persons concerned ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Sir, [ have already replied.

&l
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Shri Ataur Rahman @ Is it a fact that after having
met the expenditure of the building of the Society, a
very smail amount was left for working capital, and that
the Society conducted it’s business by borrowing from the
President and other Members for which recoveries are
due from the Society ?

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister ) : It is a fact, and it is
in the balance sheet placed on the table of the House.

Re : Simbargaon State Dispensary

Shri Charan Narzary asked :
*305 Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state :
(a) Whether Government is aware that construction of
the Simbargaon State Dispensary has been completed ¢
(b) If so, the reason for not posting any medical
doctor to the said dispensary as yet ?
Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied :
(a)— Yes. .
(b)—An A.S.I. doctor has been posted there and he is

serving at the Simbargaon State Dispensary since
26th November, 1973.

Shri Charan Narzari & Sir, may I know what is the
strength of the staff ¢

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) : A part from the
doctor, there is one Pharmacist and a chowkidar. I also

understand that one A.N,M. has also been posted.
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Shri Charan Narzari : Whether there is any proposai

to post a full-fledged M.B.B.S. doctor ?
Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) 3

is already there is an A.S I. doctor-

The doctor who

Started Question no. 306 was not put the hon’ble member

being absent.
Re : Water Supply I tHajo

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked @
*307  Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state :

(@) Whether itisa fact that Water Supply arrangement
in the town of ,Hajo is. only upto a particular area
and that too has been made in a very unsatisfac-
tory way ;

(b) if so, whether Government propose to extend the

arrangement to the whole tcwn and

dition of the project, ?
Health ) replied :

water supply
improve the present con
Shri Chatrasirg Teron = ( Minister,
(a)—The Hajo Water Supply Scheme was completed in
1961. The area covered is according to the estimate

sanctioned = at that time. The scheme does not

cover some areas which have developed subsequently.

(b)—-Subject to availability of fund, the extension work
of Hajo water supply scheme will be taken up
during the 5th Five Year Pian.

Srimati Renuka Devi Barkataki :‘Sir, 'the Minister has
stated that in 1951 this scheme Wwas taken up most
probably under the Rural Water Supply Scheme under
the Central Government. May I know what imporvement
the State Government has made from 1961 to 1974 ¢

Shri Chatra Sing Teron ( Minister ) : No further
improvement has been made but th= scheme is functioning.

~&T
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki : Is Minister aware
of the fact that due to long use Since 1961 most of the

pipes there have rusted and as a result no water could
be supplied through these pipes ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) ¢ It is, of course,
a fact that incrustation has developed in some pipes.
Now it is being removed and supply is being regularly
maintained.

Smti. Renuka Dzvi Barkataki : Who is incurring the
recurring expenditure for this project ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) s It is being done
by the Public Health Engineering Department.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki : What is the recurring
experditure ¢

Shri Chatra Sing. Teron (Minister) : I am sorry, Sir,
the figures are not with me now. Ifthe Hon’ble Member
so desires I can give it later on.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki ; Whether Government is
aware that there is none to look after the scheme at Hajo ¢

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) : We have our
staff for this. :

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ; Whether this scheme has
been taken as a complete scheme ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) :+ When the popula-
tion expansion is there, no scheme can be taken as
complete. With the expansion of population some times
scheme is to be expanded.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What was the original
estimate and what was the expenditure incurred j

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) : The original estimate
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was Rs. 2,52,186.00 and the actual expenditure incurred
was Rs. 3,03, 824.15.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Is it not double the
estimated zmount ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron ( Minister ) : It is not. The

original estimate was Rs. 2, 52, 18600 -and the expenditure
was Rs. 3,03, 824.15. -

Shri Mahammad Umaruddin : May I know whether
the water supplied from the tube wells is unfit for human
consumption because of high percentage of iron content ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) 3 Some percentage
of iron content is there, but I Shall not be able to give
the exact percentage of iron content. For this there is
proyision for iron eliminator. But unfortunately for some-
time the iron eliminator was not working but arrange-
ments have been made for rennovation.

- Shri Giasuddin Ahmed ¢ What was the population
meant to be served and what is the present population 7

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) : Originally when
the construction was taken up the population was 6300
but the scheme was designed to serve a population of
7560. At present it is catering to the needs of 9960 people.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, this scheme was
taken up in 1951 durinz the tenure of the then Chief
Minister, Shri Bishnuram Medhi, May I know whether
Government feels that it is their duty to see that this
rural water supply scheme should function smoothly 3 If
that is so why Government could not provide any money
during all these years for this scheme ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) : Therz fore, we are pro-
posing to improve it further during the next Five Year Plan.
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Shri Mahammad Umaruddin : Is it a fact that this
particular project has failed to supply good drinking water
during all these years ¢

S'ri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) @ Oc:assionally there
were failures, but it is functioning and it is supplying
water now. '

Shri Ataur Rahman : Ts it in the knowledge of the
Minister that at Hajo the Public Health. Water Supply
tank is so kept that during the rainy season it is very
difficult to approach it ?

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Minister) : I have no specific
information about that.
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Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue.} : Sir, the
Khetri state Dispensary is situated on the Sarkari Dag
Nos. 65,6667 of Bhagpur village and Dag Nos. 407.408
of Ulubash gaon under Dimoria Mouza. The land is

not yet reserved for the said Dispensary. And no part
of these dags has been settled with any individual.

Re : Fallow Agricultural land in Mankachar

Shri Nurul Islam asked :
*309. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state 3
(a) Whether it is a fact that about 3000 Birhas of

Agricultural Land in Mankachar arca remains fallow
throughout the year due to heavy accumulation of

water hyacinths ?

(by If so, will the Government take up a reclamatlon
Scheme for making the area cultivable ?



1974

Questions & Answers 27

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture }  replied ¢

(a)—Yes.

(b)— Government will examine the feasibility ?

Re ¢ National Sports Club

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :
*310. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state :

(a) Whether the National Sports Club of Assam, Jorhat
Regional Committee received any grant so far from
the Government ?

(b) If so. what is the total amount ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education)

replied.

(a) Yes, G’rants. were given through the State sperts
Council of Assam,

(b) Rupees One lakh, Five Thousand and Five

hundred only.

Rs.
1956-57 47,000.00 For
1958-59 5,000.00 For
1960-61 30,000.00 For
1966-67 5,000.00 For
1968-69 4,000.00
1969-70 5,000.00
1970-71 4,500.00
1971-72 5.000.00
Total 1,05,5C0.00

Yearwise details given below ¢

improvement.
Mz:lis Shed.
Galleries.
improvement.
—Do—
AP
—Do—
===

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Sir, Jorhat is the
biggest education centre in the whole State but they do
not have their own playground. Will the Government

sanction or consider a rsasonable amount for the develop-
ment of that Sports Club ¢
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Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education) :
Sir, T will look into it-

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, in view of the importance
of this Sports club as stated by the Hon’ble Minister-
in-charge of Education, other day, why Government only
giving more grant in the Nehru Stadium then the other
Stadivm ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education) :
Sir, that grant has been given by the Sports Council as
well as by the Government of India.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : May I know from the
Minister whether Government will allot a specific amount
to that Jorhat Stadium ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar , ( Ministér, Education ) : Sir,
I have already stated that I will look into it.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : - Sir, the ratio is 35.1 bet-
ween the Nehru Stadium and the Jorhat Stadium. Is it
not the case of discriminationy May I know from the
Minister-in—charge whether a sizeable amount will be granted
for the development of that Stadium also.

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister, Education. ) :

Sir, that question I have already replied.
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Shri Renuka Devi Barkataki §

Sir, so far as the National Sports Club is concerned
we have raised a serious allegations against this. May I
know from the Government whether any enquiry has been
made about these allegations ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) :
Sir, I, think there will be an half—an-hour\discussion on
this and we will discuss it at that time.

Re : Borobazar Police Out-post

Shri Golak Chandra Patgiri asked ¢
@311, Will the Minister, Home be pleased to state :
(a) Whether there is a Police Out-Post at Borobazar
under the Subdivision Kokrajhar ?
(b) If so, when it was established ?
(c) Whether it is located in the Government building
or rented house ?
(d) Whether Government in the szlected a plot of land

for the purpose ¢
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of State, Home) replied :

(a)—Yes.
(b)—On 12th March, 1973
(c)—Located at Government building belonging to

Borobazar T.D. “Block.
(d)—Yes.
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Re : Loan to Cultivators

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

‘;3[4, Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased (o state s

14th March

.
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(a)  What was the total amount of loan given to culti-
vators during Rabi Crop Campaign in 1972-73 ¢

(b) What was the total realisation of the loan ?
(c) What steps Government has taken to realise the loan
from the farmers who had crops failure ¢
Shri Upendra ' Das ( Minister, Agriculture) replied

(a) A total amount of Rs. 1,60,15,543 was given to the
cultivators as loan during Rabi Crop Campalgn in
1972-73.

(b) The total realisation of loan upto and of December
1973 is Rs. 17,64,155 only.

(c) All steps are being taken to realise the loans.

Re ; Kalagadia-Balagaon Road
Shri Ataur Rahman asked :

*315. Will the Minister, P.W.D. (R&B) be pleased to state :
Whether the Department has constructed a bridge
or closed the breach in the Kalagadia-Balegaon Road ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahmam ( Minister, P.W.D, (R&B) Replied
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Re : Agriculture Demonstrators Training Centres

Shon TalalnddineAhmed asked.s

x3 1

(a)

Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleused state :

The numter of Agricultural Demonstrators training
Centres established by the Government in different
regions of the State ?

(b) The number of seats for the course during 1973-74 9

(c)

How' many demonstrator trainees were selected for
the above trainirg course in different centres from
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different subdivisions of the State ¢ ( Furnish the
names with their full address ).

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Agriculture ) replied ¢

(a) There are no Agricultural Demonstrators Training
Centres in Assam, but there are two Gram Sevak
Training Centres, one at Khanapara (Gauhat1 ).and
the other at Arunachal ( Silchar ).

(b) Number of seats for Gram Sevak Training are 20
Numbers' in Khanapara ( Gauhati ), 40 Numbers in
Arunachal (Silchar ) during 1973-74.

(¢) No Agricultural Demonstrators were selected for
training in the Gram Sevak Training Centres.

Re ¢ Dacoity cases in areas under Bijni P.S. & Abbayapuri P.S.

Shri Golok Chandra Patgiri asked :
#318. Will the “Minister Home” be pleased to state ;

(a) Whether it is a fact that cases of dacoity have been
alarmingly increasing in areas under Bijni P. S, and
Abhayapuri P. S. in Goalpara District ?

(b) If so, factors responsible ¢

(¢) What measures Government propose to take for effec-
tive prevention of such cases ?
Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State, Home ) replied.
(a) No, only in Abheyapuri Police Station some increase
in dacoity cases had bzen rezistered 2

(d) Unsccial elements from the neighbouring Kamrup
District have developed a tendency to commit the
crimes in the :area. |

(c) Two Patrol Posts ‘at Kokila and Langtisinga have
been established 'very recently! ' Vigorous investi-
gation is directed for detection of the cases and
apprehension of the culprits @ Recently gang leader
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Abdul Haque has been arrested at Nalbari. With
these measures the situation in Abhayapuri Police
Station area is expected to improve much.
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SHORT NOTICE
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Date : 14th March, 1974

Re: Lefekujan Tea Gerden
Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked.

- 12. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state :

(a) Whether the attention of the Government has been
drawn to the news item in the Dainik Asom of 24th
February, 1974 under the caption “L'EICE?%W oM 9T
| 39T Tefige 317

(b) If so, waht is the actual number of starvation death ?



1974 Short Notice Questions & Answer 35

(c) Whether the said garden is closed down ¢
» Shri- Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied,

(a)—Yes, attention has been drawn.

(b)—No starvation death occured as reported in the
said news item.

(c)—Not yet. But the Proprietors of tle Tea Estate

> have served under Sec. 25 F.F.A. of the Tndustrial
3 Disputes Act, a Notice to close the Tea Estate
with effect from the 15th April, 1974.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound ; Whether any alterna-

tive arrangement has been made by Government to run
the garden

Shri Gajen Tanti 3 Yes, Sir, we are making arrangement,
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : Sir, while addressing the
Annual Conference of the Assam Chah Karmachari Sangha,
Jorhat Circle on 3rd March, 1974 the Hon'ble Minister
has stated that the problems posed by garden like Leta-
kujan be solved by the State. He assured to take over
- the management of the garden either under the Industrial
[ Development and Control Act or under the Tea Act. Both
the Acts contain no provision to take over the tea garden,
Therefore, may I know from the Hon’ble Minister how he
could give an assurancs in ‘this regard to the memers of
- the Assam Chah Karmachari Sangha ¢

N Shri Gajen Tanti:I attended the meeting of the Assam

; - Chah Karmachari Sangha and I assured them that neces-
sary steps will be taken from Government side. But I
never assured as reported in the news paper.

Re =All Assam Scheduled Caste Association

;L Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked.
13. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state s
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(a) Whether it is a fact that the All ' Assam . Scheduled

(b)

Caste Association in a memorandum to:  the; Chief
Minister of Assam on 3rd December, 1973 informed
him that the Association would launch movement wit-
hin three months if their long pending demands' are
not fulfilled by that time ¢

If so, what are the demands enlisted in the memor=
andnm ?

(¢) What action the Government has taken or propose to

take in this regard 9
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister') replied

(a) Yes.

(b)

(1)

@)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(©)

(7)

The following 16 demands were enlisted in the mem-
oraudum. !

Constitution of State Ievel and Subdivisional executive
Committees to execute dovelopment and welfare sche-
mes for Welfare of Scheduled Castes people.

Inclusicn of one representative from Scheduled Castes '

people in Assam Public Service Commission.
Reserved seat for Scheduled Castes candidate in next

Rajya Sabha Election.

Eleven Member Study Team  of . Scheduled Castes
people should be sent to other States to study the
development programmes: undertaken: by 'those Gove-
rnment for Welfare of Scheduled Castes people.
Constitution  of Five, Membsr Enquiry. Committee to
help. Chief Minister in settling landless Scheduled
Castes people whose lands were acquired for consts

“ruction of embankment.
Inclusion of  representative from Scheduled Castes in

all District level and Subdivisional Commmces cons-

tituted by Government. i . f14]
The existing fishery rules to be changed to facilitate=

&
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i) Constitution of Fishery Corporation on experimental
basis in each Subdivision.

ii) Settlement of fishery mohals outside these corporation
with Fisherman Corporation.
iii) Financing the management of the Fishery mohals by
Natiacnalised Banks.
(8) Constitution of Scheduled Castes Development cor-
poration before March, 1974,
(9) i) Establishment of Ashram type Technical Institutes
in areas predominantly inhabited by Scheduled Castes
people,

ii) Establishment of Training-cum-production centres for
females. :

iii) Preference in the matter of = accommodation for
Scheduled Castes trainees.

(10) Conversion of dried river beds, swamps, water logged
lands into fishery mohals and cettlement. of the
same with Scheduled Castes people.

(11) Inclusion of representative from Scheduled Castes
people in the JManaging Committees of all Govern-
ment aided Educational Institutions.

(12) The Rules for admission test in Government Educ-
ational Instltulxons should be changed 'to accommos-
date’ Scheduled Castes 'students.

(13) Unemployed educated and half-educated Scheduled
Castes Youths' should be given loan from Nation:
alised Banks “without any security.’

(I4) TInclusion of another fulfledged Minister from Sche-
duled Castes people in the pres nt Assam Miﬁistry.

(15) Construction of a Rest House for Scheduled Castes
people at Gauhati. '
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(16) Provision in State Budget for development of Sch-
eduled Castes people should be raised from Rs. 140
crores to Rs. 3.00 hundred crores.

(c) The demands of the Association are being examined

by concerned Departments.

Shri Probin Kumar Chaudhury : May I know from
the Chief Minister what is the percentage of scheduled
castes population in Assam %

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ¢ I do not remember the
percentage but the perceutage can: be found out because the
Assembly seats have been allotted on the basis of percentage.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu : Sir, whether the definition
of the term actual fisherman ” has been redefined by
Government so as to include thoso people who actually
fish irrespective of castes 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha 3 Here the question concerns
only the actual fisherman and the Hon'ble Member asked
the Cl_llestion whether those who do not belong to- the sche-
duled caste but whose profession is fishing could be
treated at par with the scheduled castes fisherman. That
matter will have to be looked into,

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound : Sir, the association
has submitted a list of demands. Whether the Government
considered those demands and what are the demands that
the Government is going to accede to ? Secondly, Sir,
demand No. 14 could be easily fulfilled. whether it will
be fulfilled soon ¢ H

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : I have said that the
demands of the association are being examined by the
concerned Departments. But so far as this demand is

concerned, there is no Dapartment to consider it.
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Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki ; Sir, I know that
demand No. 14 cannot be censidered by any Department
of the Government. Whether the Chief Minister has
considered this demand and is contemplating to fulfil
this demand ¢ We know it is the Chief Minister who
only can consider this demand and fulfil it,

Shri Sarat Chardra Sinha : Sir, here we are disccuss-
ing the matter relating to the activities of the Depaitments.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki 3 Sir, my question
is that as the demand number 14 cannot be examined
by any Government Deépratments which can only be consi-
dered by the Chief Minister, May I know whether the Chief
Minister is. contemplating inclusion of another fulfiedged
Minister from Scheduled Castes people in the ‘ministry ?

Shri Sarat ‘Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢ Sir, [ have
already replied 'toit. '
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Shri Ataur Rahman : Sjr, in the interest of the State,
whether the Government think it desirable that such
demands should be silently placed rather than agitated
in the public ¢ e

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) s Sir, it is
a matter of opinion.

' Shri P‘rabin Kumar Choudhury : Sir, in West Bengal,
Rajbangshis’ are included in the list of scheduled castes,
May I know from the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether
Goverflment propose . to. include Rajbangshis’ of our
state in the list of scheduled castes 3
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) * Sir, they
are not scheduled castes here.
Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani : Sir, whether they

have submitted any memorandum to this effect ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) ; Sir, I
cannot say exactly whether they have submitted the
memorandum or not.,

Calling Attention

Shri Tulshi Das : Sir, I beg to call the attention of
the Chief Minister under Rule 54 of the Rules of Proce-
dure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly to the News item appearing in the Dainik Asom,
Dated 18th January, 1974, under the caption “sigisitarei zo51”

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) ¢ With

regard to the calling - Attention - Motion - tabled by Shri
Tulshi Das, M.L. A., under Rule 54 of Proeedure and
Conduct of Business of Assam Legislative Assembly regar-
ding the news item under Caption “a&farsttarst zer’” pub-
lished in the Dainik Janambhumi dated 18.1.1974, I beg
to sumbit as follows :

The occurence took place at District Jail, Jorhat on 17.1.
1974 at about 6-30 A.M. immediately after the jail barracks
were opened. One prisoner viz. .Shri Makhan Pathak is

undergoing life sentence since 16.5.64 for committing
offence of murder. He was received in the Jorhat Jail
on transfer from special Jail, Nowgong on 10.2.1973 on t,he
day of occurence, the said prisoner Makhan Pathak stealthily
collected an axe which was lying in the Muslim COOkﬂ_
shed and attacked the fellow convict Ponaram (Gogol
with the axe who was then sitting in a prayerful mocd
on the verandah of ward No. 14. At that time Makhan
Pathak inflicted thre: severe blows with the axe causing

o
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fatal injuries to Ponaram -Gogoi who succumed soon after
his admission: to Civil Hospital, Jorhat. It may be stated
that the ‘deceased Ponaram Gogoi was also a life convict
undergoing sentence there. He was admitted to Jorhat
Jail on 14.3.1973.

During the investigation it was ascertained that Makhan
Pathak had some previous grudge against the deceased
Ponaram Gogoi since. a long time.

From the report of the Inspector General of prisons,
it appears that there were some Japses on the part of
the Jail staff, concerning guarding of prisoners and safe
custody of tools and implements, Departmental action have
however been taken against those found at falt.

Shri  Dulal Chandra Barva : Sir, is Government.
awarc of tke fact that tke conflicts between these two
persons started at the instance of the Jail staff ?

Shri Sarat Chardra Sinha (Chief Minister) ¢ Sir. that
is not to my knowledge.

Matter. undsr Rule 301

Shri Dulal Chandra Baiua ; Sir, 1 beg to raise a
matter under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure and
Corduct of Busincss in Assam Legislative Assembly rela-
ting to the news item appearing in the Dainik Asom
dated [4th February, 1974, under the caption

B EE) (it A 1 N o
Sir, whaole intention of raising the isste is that we are
now facmg, acute scarcity of mustard-oil here in the
State of Assam and Govenment is not in a position to
supply the mustard oil to the common mass at’ asch aper
rate inspitc of the fact that so many agreements have
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already been made in this respect. Of course. I am not
dealing this matter now; I will come to that point later
on. But simply I want to know from the Hon’ble Minis-
ter under what circumstances Government is now considering
to solve the problem of smuggling of mustard-seeds from
the State and steps taken to provide the mustard oil to
the masses at a cheaper rate?

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, I want to know
from the Hon’ble Minister whether Government is aware of
the fact that in the villages the price of mustard-oil has
gone up to Rs. 11/- whereas in the town areas the mus-
tard-oil is being sold at Rs, 7/50p. per litre? If so,

what action has been taken by the Government to reduce the
price in the villages 9y Then, sir, I want to know from
the Minister how far they have succeeded about their
promises to procure mustard-seeds through the procure-
ment agencies of the Assamy I want to know how much
mustard seeds Government have already procured 7 Whether
Government is also aware of the fact that a good quantity

of mustard-seeds are being smuggled from the State to

outside ?
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Smti - Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, through what agency
Government has procured mustard seed ? '

Soirgs el s @lE WAEOEI TS I T |

GOVERNMENT BILIL
Mr. Speaker : Now item No. 4. :

Shri. Sarat Chandra Sinha, ( Chief Minister ):  Sir, I
beg leave to introduce  the Assam Excise ( Amendment )
Bill, 1974.

Mr. Speaker 3 Has the Minister leave of the House to
introduce the Bill ¢

( Voices— Yes. Yes)
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, ( Chief Minister ) ;¢ ~ Sir, I beg
to introdvce the Bill.
( The Seceretary read out. the; title of the Bill)
Mr, Speaker: Now item No. 5.

CGeneral Discussion on IBudget

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua s Mr. Speaker, Sir, Having
had the privilege of = listening to the budget speeches of
the successive Finance Ministers in_ this august House for
a considerable period and after going .through the budget
that has been presented by the Finance Minister to the
Hlouse and .also efter hearing the deliberations of the
Finance Minister, that is the Chief Minister on 4th March
1974 last, Sir. I am tempted to say- if Bernard Shaw was
glive he. would ‘have come and said: ‘a. Finance Minister .
1S a person. who does.something about which he does not
know anything’— Sir, if the bedget is simply keeping of
accounts and showing of expenditure it would have been |
done well by an expert ‘accountant and the Financs
Ministry would have been redundant. In this respec’, Sir,
this isa job which require utmest vision and imagination
pex.rticullfsll:ly .when we. are confrontad with the worst econo-
mic crisis in our living memory. But unfortunately the
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Assam leadership has completely failed to deal with the
roblems in preparing the budget from that perspective.
ir, there are two aspects of the budget ; one is the past
serformance and the second is on the basis of past
>erformance the preparation of the budget. But I do
10t find any of it. That means there is no performance
on the basis of which a perfect budget can be made and
on the other hand there is no expert orientation in the budget

that has been prepared by the Government in the State. I
do not know whether it is a fact that the experts who are
now working in the finance Deptt. under the Chief
Minister, may be due to callousness on their part they
are preparing a so called budget without giving any indi-
cation about the success or failure of the past perfor-
mances as well as without any indication about the step
that is going to be taken by the Government in the
matter of dealing with basic human problems. Sir, at the
first let me come to the performance aspect of the thing.
Sir, the buvdget, as I have already said, does not reflect

anything spectecular about the concrete steps proposed to
be taken by the Government to ameliorate the miserable
condition of the pcor masses of the State. Sir, on the
basis of minimvrﬁ monthly per capita expenditure at Rs 48/~

at current prices in October 1972 the official estimate

indicates that about 107 Lakhs of popnlation that
779, of the population in rural areas of Assam are below
the poverty line. Sir. if we take the entire population

including the population of urban areas it comes to near
about 113 Lakhs or 75% of the total population of the

Siate are below the poverty line against 40 to 50% of the

&

-
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country as a whole; and at this stage the poverty figure
will go up and according to the Government calculation it
will go up to 77% tbis year. Sir, now this  clearly shows

what performance the Government has shown in the
matter of dealing with human problems in the last two

decades. The draft outline of the Fifth Five Year plan
indicates during 1970-71, at page 6 of Vol. I the top

30% of.the population of the country share 52% or more
than half of the national income and the bottom 707%

share 10% national income. This shows the inter—se
disparity in income. In other words the rich are becoming
richer and the poor poorer. In every State, the slogan
indulged in by the party in power about removal of
poverty completely remains on paper and no in actual
practice, and I submit, Sir, that the slogan adds insult
to the injury. Sir, after two decades of sophisticated
planning this Government could not reduce the poverly
much liss eliminate it. In the Fifth plan document for
Assam, through it has been envisages to improve the level
of living in the next 15 years perespective planning, if past
performance is any indication, I fail to understand in
what way they will sclve even a fringe of the problem.
Sir, in this connection I want to submit that whether

the planning has been done in the State or in the Centre,
to my mind, this simply remains on paper and failed
to deal with the human elements and so we have be:n
hearing so many things about the planning that has been
done at the top here in the State or in the Centre and

the planning has not become planning in the true se:se
of the term.

Sir, here in the magazine — “Yojana,” debate on the
Lraft Plan, Prof “A.D. Dasgupta in the headline of his
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article asked—' ‘who haves the caked’ ? He also said,
‘the shares are organised and vocal; they ask for more’.
Prof. Das Gupta also asked— “what have we so give when
the have-nots, too ? “Are we making the planning tO give

something to the have-nots or we are making planning to give
more things to the vocals and the organised 7 Is it called

planning ? Sir, the Government is speaking about removal
of poverty of the people. Here in article= “Strategy for
Removing Poverty”, Dr. C. H. Hanumantha Rao said, “an
investment plan which can achieve the required volume
and composition of output does not necessarily generate
the desired income for the poor. What we need is an
investment plan which provides the needed goods and
services as well as generates the required income for the
poor to enable them to buy the goods made available”.
Sir, are we doing it  Sir, I will try to prove it by show-
ing the figures to the Chief Minister who has been mis-
guided by the bureacuats. He may be trying to do some-
thing but the he has been enttrapped by the officials in
such a way that correct picture was not placed bcfore
him. Sir, after the achievement of the independence and
having 26 years’ of planning, are We having planning to give
benefit to the poorer sections of the people or richer
section of the people ? It isnota planning and it cannot
cover the entire population. For the poor people in the
rural areas, there is no provision for drinking water, medical

facilities etc. We want to spend something but we do not
know from where the plap should start.

Sir, Prof. V. M. Dandekar has written an article
under the heading- “the main roadblocks are profits of
pO]itical offiice ”» He said that we take everything from

i



1974 General Discussion on Budget 49

political consideration. We make the planning in keeping
it the political needs. During the last 20 years of the
Congress regime, their aim has been to keep everything
politically without considering the human problem of the
State as well as the country. I am coming to another
aspect to the thing. The Chief Minister  in his budget
specech at page— 2 has referred to the current economic
situation prevailing in the country in terms of some
economic indicaters like National Income. per capita
Income, index of industrial Production etc. The economic
situation of ths State is far from satisfactory. It would
be evident by ‘the fact that the State income of Assam
at current prices showed a rise of only 4.8% from Rs.
757.7 crores in 1970-71 to Rs.793.9 crores in 1971-72
and at constani prices (1948-49 ) the rise as only 3.9%
from Rs. 3899 crores to Rs. 405.3 crores during the corr-
esponding period. The per capita income at current prices
rose by oaly 14% from Rs. 5276 during 1970-71 to
Rs. 534.8 during‘1971—72. The per capita income at cons-
tant prices rose by a more 0.5% from Rs. 271.5 to Rs.273.0

during the corresponding period. This shows that although
crotes of rupses have besen spent during the successive
five year plans, the economic situation of th> State has
not shown any significant improvement-

According to Government statistics, during 1972-73 it
c.mes only to .Rs. 795.8 crores and 1973-74 it comes to
Rs. 798 2 crores. And at constant prices, the rise was only
Rs. 3.9% from Rs. 389.9 crores in 1970-71 to Rs. 425.3
crores in 1971-72.  Comiag to the per capita income at the
current prices, the rise was Rs. only 14%. During 1970-71,
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it was Rs. 5276 and during 1971-72, it was Rs. 534.8.
During 1972- 73 it was Rs. 5389 and during 1973-74 it wasRs.
540.2. The per capita income at constant prices during
1970-71 was only 0.01. During 1972-73, the per cupita
income was only Rs. 275.3 and during 1973-74, it is Rs.
278.3. That is why we have not been successful and we
could not deliver the goods to the common masses till
today due to lack of administrative efficiency and firm policy
on the part of the government. And the prices of the essen-
tial commodities have gone up to the sky-high. I do not
know what makes the complacent in respect of taking
action against the black-marketeers and hoarders. I do not
know the reason for this. I know the Chief Minister will
object to this as for instance-being the Chief Minister of the

State, what makes the Chief Minister to make an agrement
with the black-marketeers and hoarders. At the time of
Corporation election at Gauhati, with Shri G. Dhanpat
Rai, Motilal Kotary and others, the government had to make
an agreement with the condition that they would reduce
the price of mustard oil to Rs. 7.50. Those people had got
about 9000 tins of mustard oil when the scarcity was there.
The government ought to have punished the hoarders.

But in stead of doing that, my government under
the leadership of the Minister made an agreement with the
corrupt hoarders and had given them free hand in the
matter of issuing or selling the rapeseeds at any price.
Sir, is it the policy of the government y In this way how
this government will control price rise, if they indulge in
such kind of things showing leniency to the black-marke-
teers and hoarders who are sucking the peopl s bloed
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for years together, and who want to kill the people inch
by inch by indulging in adulteration and what not.

Sir, the Govornment has taken over the wholesale
trade in wheat and the result is that it has disappeared
from the market. Forget about the rtural areas where
people are dying in starvation— what about the urban
areas 3 Even in Gauhati what we are giving ¢ To a card
hf)lder we are giving 200 gms. per head per wzek. Rice is
given at the rate of less than half a KG per head per
week. One can guses what quantity of rice in average
a man needs per week. Therefore everyone has to pur—
chase the commodities from the open market @ 2.50 per Kg.

Now, coming to the agricultural sector — In 1969-70
we spent 532.05 lakhs, 70-71 620.03 lakhs, 71-72 74178
lakhs, 1972-73 75774 lakhs, 1973-74 1964:00 lakhs, that
neans, all together we have spent upto the end of the
fourth plan Rs.38.04 crorcs. But what is ths iccrease ¢
There is no increase, [ would show it with figures
ﬂmt- the production has not ipcreased rather it has regis-tercd
t':ie.clme by 0°7%. The index of the agricultural products
is like this ¢ 1971-72  20:35 lakhs, = 72-73 21.3 - lakhs,
73-74 20°35 lakbs and the Government. has claimed that
they have produced good Ravi Crops but according to
their own departmental mathematics the production has
gone down substartially inspite of their drum beating that
they have produced ravi crop throughout the State. The
Government taking shelter under the high sounding slogans
like * Grow Mors Food ” and “ Green Revolulion ” have
turned them into red or black revolution. Although Assam
ought to have been green with pacdy fields and other
crops, the lack of foresightedness, lack of firm policy and
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lack of determination on the part of the Government
and because of the complacency on the part of the
bureaucratic machinery nothing werth while has been dore
so far upto the end of the Fourth Plan period. There-
fore, Sir, I feel that we do not want any industty
excepting agriculture and for that reason firm policy has
to be adopted. and to make agriculture successful in our
State the Government should streamline the entire agricul-

tural department right from the Minister down to th:
Director and district level officers so that there can really

be a “Green Revolution” to its truest sense and do justice
to our original trade - agriculture. Agriculture must be
created in the industries as it has been done in our tea
industry.

Now, about Industrial development. Here also we
have got a top-heavy administration. Here, uptil now we have
invested a sum of Rs. 55300 crores what is the result ?
The result is, Sir, we have spent Rs. 12.38 crores during
the period fromn 1969-70 to 1972-73 of the Fourth Five
Year Plan, accounting for 66% of the total amount
(Rs. 18.64 crores) earmarked for Industry and Mining, the
index of Industrial Production for Assam has recorded
only 929 rise from 1504 during 1969 to 164'3 during
197t. But what is the All India average, Sir ¢ I am
asking the Chief Minister, through you. Sir, we are hav-
ing everything here — raw materials are abundant — forest
material, oil, tea everything but where are the inlustries
based on these raw materials ? What is the fate of the
industry - I ask the Chief Minister. We are depending
only on the raw materials which are to be brought from
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outside the state with an eye to help the capital credit as
it has been done in the small scale development cofrpora-
tion. Sir, I do not like to deal in detail with this problem
but simply would like to draw the attention of the Chief
Minister to the fact that we issue import and export
licences to certain parties M/s Associated Commerce, M/s

Dhanapati Agarwal and M/s Agarwal. All these there
three parties are not in ‘operation but we have been

issuing raw materials and import licences to them. When
the industry is not in operation and when even the

@achinery are not fitted, how and pndér what circumstance
1mport licences were issued in the names of these firms
belonging to one individual :

Sir, Ihave been told that when the Chief Minister had
sent one Inspector (who dces not belong to his cell) to enquire
into this. import-export licences, be allegedly has obtained
an illegal gratification of Rs. 40,00/~ ~and reported ip
favour of those industries saying that those in eXistence
industries - though actually those are not in existence.
The Chief Minister should make an enquiry on this.
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) ; Mr. Deputy
speaker, Sir, would the Hon’ble Member repeat the names
of those industries » I would like to take them down.
Shri Dulal Chandra - Barua - The names are—

(- M/s Agarwal ........ (2) M/s Dhanpati- Agarwal and
(3) M/s Associated Commerce, Co.

. Sir, we found that the fertiliser that we produce here
m. the state are reducing in quantity every day. Similarly
Sir, the Government has given certain figures about sugar
production showing a upward trend and yet we are facing
a crisis for sugar in the State.  Sir, T feel and also
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many of my collecagues will bear me out that we are
having industries without giving any economic benefit to
the people — neither in the from of employment mnor in
any other sphere. Sir, we should not take up the industries
which are ‘not fed by the raw materials available in the
State 'of Assam. In other words I mean that Do industries
should come up unless these are need based of there in
respect of available of raw materials Or 11‘1 respect of
offering employment . opportunities . to, the people:, We
want to start. industries at: our ows . instance and we do
not like to take the help of others:

Now Sir, I am coming to another Very important
aspect: ~ That is the budgetory side’ ~ They have shown

a, deficit. for year 1973=74 of Rs. 50 ForasetInt41974-75
they have shown on revenue receipt side Rs: 156.93 crores
and in expenditure side Rs.” 165.75 Crores, that 15 a
deficit of Rs. 882 crores. But they have chown just to
fil up the gap by an extra income outside 'the ‘revenue
aecount .iie; Rsu 186172 crores; andon the expenditure
side Rs. 17482 crores. Thereby they ‘wanted to show that
the revenue receipt will be 11'89" crores and that the
deficit will be 1819 crores: But in what basis this  will
be done has not Feen shown From the Sixth' Finance
commicsion  the = Government is existing 50 crores of
rupees outside the revenue account. From the oil royalty
they 'are expecting 30 crores of rupees which is still
in negotiation stage. = They alsn exact to Rs. 20 crores
from taxes.' But where is the ‘place for imposition of

further taxes. Qur peonle already ' overburdened with
taxation. ' The per capital income of the people is the

lowest in Assam whereas We are occuping the S5th place in
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respect of taxation, If it is done: than it will be an addi-
tional burden on the camal’s back:

I have already said Sir, that Assam should be mode
rnised. But modernisation should come through. taking
resort to modern methods in respect of agriculture. Be-
cause agriculture is the main prop of our economy. The
Tea Auction Centre is there but unless we modernise the
tea industry by introducing modern methods in respect. of
tea productlon than the whole spirit will be frustrated.

SlI‘ the financial position of our State is worst than
any other ‘State in India. I shall dilate on this point
later on. We are indulging in spending mcney On unpro-
ductive schemes and the result is a large scale failure in
respect of bring economic prosperity of the people. There-
fore, unproductive schemes should be abandoned. All
the productive schemes should be reoriented so that there
is scope for employment to the unemployeds. Of course
there are certain schemes of social services are there those
cannot be abandoned. We are Sir, mostly depending on
the centre on many points, These ideas of dependence
should be abandoned altogether if we are to stand on
our fact. We should try to set up scheme which we are
in a position to do with our own resources and capability.
getﬁzt E}ivi?zmi;ihﬁﬁpfsg?a Cglimission‘at' the instance

_ : ; what is the result we
:}isgz:;ngwirc:::e 1tt0? tali lsas ntcjvs{ become. the -baby of
LAGEL e o biac o jvr;c)l 1't. Therefor.e Sir, t.hlose
to give benefit to the peo lelc;-l“edare At
reminds me of the provf:rb-pl_ shoul "Dc .a.bandoned.‘ It :
are burning both the S Sl L R

ends of a candle. Sil’, we are paying
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18 crores of rupees as interest and on the other hand
what we are getting, I will show how we are deceived
by the Bureaucrats who are on the top. Sir, here I shall
show how we are misusing the public money. Misappro-
priation cases in the year 1969-70 detected were 78-amounting
to Rs. 340 lakhs. Mostly these are Education, Panchayat,
and E & D. In 1970-71 the cases 102-amounting to Rs.
968 lakhs. 1971-72 number of cases 128, amounting to
Rs. 1826 lakhs. 1973-74 cases 142 detected amount in-
volved 38.48 lakhs. Another funnything is there i, e.
wastage of public money. Sir, without sanction and plan
and estimate the Government incurred some expenditure.

The figures year wise are given below—

1969-70  Rs. 7890 lakhs.

1970-71 Rs. 135 crores.

1971=-72 Rs. 9540 lakhs.

1972-73 Rs. 6890 lakhs.

1973-74 Rs. 8824 lakhs.

The same thing happened in respect of R & B Deptt.
also. The figures are—

1969-70 Rs. 9890 lakhs.

1970-71 Rs. 9243 lakhs.

1971-72 Rs. 7929 lakhs.

1972-73 Rs. 84'50 lakhs.

1973-74 Rs. 4692 lakhs.

We are sitting here. This is the Capital. What is
going on here § A simple instance is at the beginning of
the Capital construction under the head of earth filling
Rs 28 Lakhs was ear-marked, but they heve already spend
84 Lakhs of rupees without sanction, without estimate,
This is the financial rules this Government is following
and so also in the matter of giving benefit to the common
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masses, Sir, I am coming to a very important aspect of
a thing. The Capital is draining out every year 1500
people, coming and settleing here encroachirg Government

land. Every year sufficient money is going out from the
State. I am sorry I could not take the figures with

me because even the Finance Commissioner could not give
the figures. Calculatad from the Reserve Bank, it is found
money goes out the State in 1970-71 Rs 1.98 crores; in
1971-72-Rs 216 crores, in 1972-73 Rs 2.38 crores, in 1973-74
2.69 crores. What is the investment Sir, to our industries,
local industrics, that is only 3/4 percent and since the Banks
have been nationalised our boys are not reaping fruits out of
it because of the people coming from out side the State who
use to send money in different forms, Unless, Sir, we
change our outlook, unless we oapture our economic field
of our State, whatever plan we may take there - will be
no possibility of economic growth and prosperity. of this
region. We must give all facilities to our young boys and
the Industries Deptt. should take up different schemes in
the matter of industrial growth. ' Banking facilities should

be sent to the nearer to nearer to reach the people in

the remotest areas. The restriction that the Bank will not
go beyond 10 miles should be removed. Sir, another
important thing is exploitation. On the very nose of the
Government machinery, how the Capital is going on. I
would like to say much of it, We are having bottling

(:;gntractors in Jorhat, M/s Kamrup Contractors and Sup-
pliers. © But actually these Bottling Contractors are in actual

name .Karamsand Thapar and Tinsukia' Tinsukia Cocacola
the lerugarh Industrial Cooperative Society. But the
actual bottiing party is Mohanbhai Patel and Dayabhai
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~Patel. All these local shops are operating and visiting the
Ministers places, Why, this sort of exploitations are being
indulged to exploit the blood of the people. This is only
for election purposes. Why we are not in a position to
do something for the good of the people. If it is so,
Sir, will they live on the coterie of the burceoucretes.
There is political bias ‘ever where. We are not in a posi-
tion¥to finance, to improve our own culture and to give
them "employment. _If this is so, how the growth of economy
in' the State can be expected 7

Sir. amother aspect of thing is that, I do not find
in ‘the Chief Minister’s Budget Speech any important thing.
What is found in Assamese called ‘Galo Balo Khola Kutir
Tal’, If the every basis is wrong then there cannot be
any - development. ‘Sir, I am now ‘specking about power.
Agricultural development, industry development are based on
power potentials. The power potential every time, those
people are telling, there is surplus power, But there is no
surplus power ‘as T know. Assam is facing crisis in respect
of ' power. Sir, I am giving certain figures. If we the
correspondmg installed capacity, it will be as follows

In 1971-72 146 M. W.
In 1972-73 176 M. W,

In 1973-74 206 M. W,
In 1974.75 206 M. W.
In 1975-76 238 M: W,

provided the Chandrapur Tharmal Project is commission-
ing. But the fact is that the Chandrapur Therma] Project
is 2 wrong implementation and now we are having in 1967-
6829 M. W. by commissioning Khaldumkola Project. Our
power requirement is \more. . According to their plan and

\ ey,
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estimate ' they have shown such. This year (1974-75) our total
requirement is 136 M. W. and we producing 133 M. W.

Sir, that is why .we have enough materials improve ; the
power supply,

Sir, I personally feel that the Electrlcuy Board should
function jointly with the Meghalaya Government.  But I
understand the Government of Meghalaya wants to cons-.
titute a separate Board. If they do so there will be «diffi-
culties. - Therefore, we should take advance measurcs: to
produce more power by ourselves. I had a discussion with
the authority of The Assam State Electricity Board. They
have pointed out certain difficulties of having a project
‘at Borgoloi on local coal. They say that it is not econo-
mical. We have other resources; We have rivers, like
Pagladia, Dikrong, Barak and Ai which have enough
potential for power generation. If we want to develop our
State then adlitionall power gencration is a must. When
we ‘are  not surplus I do n»ot wund:rstand why we are
undertaking supply of power to Bhutan, Nagaland and
Arunachal. Tt is understood that the Assam State Elec-
tricity Board is having negotiations with West Bengal
Government for supplying power to them. I do not know.
how this could be possible when we are oursclves suffer-
ing from short of power.

I ‘have ‘already said that we do not have any more
scope to impose taxes on the people, but we must ficd
out some means to fill up the financial gep. Sir, of the
total production of 420.81 million kgs. Of tea produced
in’ India Assam alone produces 215.15 millicn kgs of tea ;
but the shave of taxes due to Assam from the Government
of India we are not receiving. The Central Government
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has also not come forward to hlep this backward state
of ours. We must, therefore,  find out ways and means
to fill up the gap to imp’rove the economic condition,
Therefore, I propose that we should impose a new tax
on tea i.e. Salestax. If we impose a tax of 2 paisa per
kg of tea we can earn about rupees four lacks. We can
even go upto 12 paisa per kg of tea, and it would also
be easy to collect thistax along with the excise tax. This
can be done in consultation with the Government of India.
Sir, the rental charge that ws are now getting from the
oil companies for using our land is rather insignificant.
If necessary we can increase it. We can also impose a

Conservation tax’ on crude oil. T do not think there would
be any difficulty in convincing the Government of India

regarding imposition of these taxes, Another important
aspect which has not bcen mentioned in the Finance

Minister’s budget speech is the earning of foreign exchange
by the Tourist Department. This Department is a neglected
one. It is not manned properly. It is being run by the
Commissioner of Excise in addition to his own duties.

In the year 1969-70 this Department earned 2.66 lakhs,
in 1970-71, Rs. 2.70 lakhs, in 1971-72 it earned Rs. 4.08
lakhs, in 1972-73 Rs. 4.46 lakhs and in 1973-74 it earned
Rs. 12 lakhs. At one time some young officer took in-

terest but he was kicked out by the Government for
easons best known to them. Hundreds of visitors are

coming every year to Assam to visit Kaziranga Though
the Government of India is giving substantial assistance
our Government is not in a position to utilise it. I would

therefore, like to submit that the Department of Tourism
should be re-organised. After we have lost Shillong we
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should now try to develop Haflong as a place of tourist
attraction, and development of Haflong should be taken
up in the Fifth Plan itself. Haflong should be developed
not for the reason of earning tourist traffic alone, it has
political reasons tco. Today it is time to assess the
efficiency of the diferent department. For inefficiency of
the departments we are not in a position to use properly
the funds available, There has teen also misuse of funds.
Sir, the Police Department is a very important department.
For the purpose of re-organisation . and for construction of
quarters Government of India advanced funds, but, I am told,

the money could not be utilised and had to be surren-
dered. Inthe same manner the Public Works Department,

the Flood Control Department,; the Public Health Engineer-
ing Department and some others are going to surrender
huge amounts. Besides the Public Works Department ; the
Public Health = Engineering Departme it and the E &
Department are making huge unnccessary purchases.

Sir, in the mouth of November this Mechanica
Engineer, P.W.D. purchased tools and plants costing near
about 22 lakhs of rupees with the collaboration of certai

parties. The Hon’ble Minister-in-char:e of P.W.D. is no
keen enough to find out the things and moreover he 1
not prompt enough to take action against that man in
pite of repeated reports received by the Governmen
Now all these 22 lakhs of rupees went in vain witho
any use. In this way the things are going on. That
why the financial position of our State becoming wor
day by day,

Sir, one thing is very much clear to our Chi
Minister who is also the in-charge of Finance, Sir, v
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should have a compocsite type of Cabinet. I mean not
on the basis of caste, creed, community, political alliance
and groupism. We should have people whatever -caste
he belongs in the cabinet. Sir, T do not mean that one
man should go and learn everything in one day. I mean
there is lack of sincerety. We ‘do not ~want such kind
of people who are always thinking for their own benefit.
We want: such kind of people are always thinking for
the betterment of the public. * Sir, if the cabinet is formed
on the basis of caste, creed, community and political
alliance the burocracy = will increase day by day. If we

—are 'to follow it I have got no fascination to anybody,

but I want to see that they should think for the good

- of the peoble. But in actual filed we are not doing. We ‘are

simply here for our “Gaddi”. ‘The same thing has been
said in the same tune by one of my colleage yesterday.
We do not have guards to stand against this. Sir, by
quoting one of the specious word written by one of the
renouned journalist. He has written what is Assam in
Annual Illustrated Weekly of India, 1973 T will quote
few things. “The Assamece have always lived in isolation
in a remote corner of India encircled by the mightly
Brahmaputra. Till British conquest Assam remaind outside
the dominion of the various empires that ruled over India.
Never the less affinity of language and religion bind the
Assamese to the rest of the counry. The Assamese are
prcbably the least happy people in free India, and they
have reason to be so Since Irdependence the state of
Assam has lost territory - the district of Sylhet at parti-
tion the Naga Hills in 1958, Meghalaya ( Khasi Jaintia

<
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and Garo Hills districts ) in 1970, and Mizo Hills and
Arunachal (NEFA) in 1972.”

He has quote -another very - interesting thing, and
this is ¢ “Opposition from the Centre”

“The Assamese would have been more enthusiastic
about industrialisation had they not met with opposition
at every step from the Centre, The Assamese are a simple
people who draw moral satisfaction from “being' simple

but are eztremely wary of being treated as simpletons”.

Sir, ‘out Chief Minister is the nominece of the
Prime Minister, That is why he can not speek anp
thing boldly in front of his own people. So he has
got no moral right to continue as Chief Minister.
It. is not the Prime Minister Indira .Gandhi, who made
the Chief Minister. It is our own people of the State
who made the Chief Minister to do ijustice to the people.
I think the Chief Minister will take bold stand an this.
We do not like to here a mutter is under consideration.
We  want that the  transport communication is to be
improved forthwith. Let the Government of India take up
the ‘matter for improving river trasport, let the - Govern-
ment of Irdia give ws a final ward about starting of broad
gauge line, We will raise on the occasion and say give
us something, give us real thing, give us real share of
right, - With ‘these few wards I conclude my speech.

Md. Umaruddin: Mz, Deputy speaker, Sir, at‘ the outset
I should like to express my satisfaction at the dispensation
ma.de'by the Sixth Finance Commission to our State.
Thz.s Is for the first time that the dispensation has been
equitable, if not generous. Whether or not it will be
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possible for the Government to open a new chapter in the
financial history of the State remains to be seen. But for
the present we should feel encouraged and should enter upon

the year 1974-75 with confidence and determination so
that we can bring about all round prosperity particularly

economic improvement and be in a position to give satis-
faction to the people whom we represent. Sir, at page
4 of the budget speech it has been indicated that a total
sum of Rs. 439.62 crores will be transferred to the State
Exchequer during the next five years of which Rs. 185389

will be a share of Taxes and duties and Rs. 254.53 crores
in the shape of grants-in-aid under Article 275. The per-

centage of our share of transfer to all states is represented
by 4.75 percent as compared to 3.65 percent on the

basis of the award given by the Fifth Finance CommisSion.
Now Sir, the allocations or transfer made to us is refle-

cted in the budget provision. Now we find that the reve-

nue under the revised estimate of 1973-74 which is
Rs. 135.66 crores will rise to 156.93 crores accounting for

a surplus of Rs. 21.26 crores. This surplus of Rs. 21.26
crores is mainly due to the increased allocation under the

head grants in-aid which was Rs. 57.97 crores in 1973-74.
Mr, Dzputy Speaker ¢ Order, order it is now 12.30. The House
stands adjourned till 2.30 P.M.

Mr. Umaruddin will continue.

The house met again After Lunch. 14.30 hrs. Mr. Deputy
Speaker in the Chair.

Shri Md. Umaruddin: Sir, I was dealing with the
question of the resourcss that have been made available
as a result of the award of the Sixth Finance Commission.

I also indicated that this increase of Rs, 21.26 crores on
the receipt side has bzen accounted for by an incre-
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ase of Rs. 15.53 crores in grants-in-aid from the Central
Government and Rs. 2.15 crores from allocation under
union Excise duty, making a total of Rs. 17.68 crores.:
Now Sir, I have also found that so far as the state
resources are concerned, there has been an overall increase
of a little over Rs. 3 crores from State taxes on compa-—
red te 1973-74. Thus we get a total increase of Rs.
21.26 crores,

Now Sir, as agzinst this, the revenue expenditure has
been placed at Rs. 165.75 crores as against Rs. 15845

crcres under the last year’s Budget, accounting for an
increase of Rs 7.3 crores. Then again so far as the

inter se position of different heads of expenditure is con-
cerned, I have found that the increased expenditure mainly
comes under administrative services the increase being
Rs. 4.21 crores, and under Education where it is Rs. 6
crores, making a total of Rs. 10 crores as compared to
the last year. Now Sir, the overall position is this that
in the budget the year 1974-75 there is a revenue deficit
of Rs. 8.82 crores.

On the capital side, as agiinst the capital receipt of
Rs. 63.41 crores the estimated capital expenditure is Rs.
65.24 crores, resulting in a deficit of Rs. 1.88 crores, There-
fore, according to my calculation the total deficit both
‘t’cl)l ;ZCO;J(?E”Of revenue rece_ipt and capital receipt comes
Rs. 10.71 crores, so farc as th ; )airii o'vera Tk

e consolidated found of the
state is concerned. But Sir, I find that in page 10 of
the Budget speech of the Chief Minister he has said that

llnqthe year the Revenue receipts are estimated at Rs.
,06,93.63 lakhs while the Revenus expenditure is estimated
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at Rs. 1,65,75.93 lakhs. The total receipt outside the

' Revenue Account is estimated at Rs. 1,86,72.56 lakhs
while the expenditure is estinated at Rs, 1,74,82.85

lakhs showing a‘sulplus of Rs. i11.89 crores. To my
mind this is not a correct representation of the budgetary
position. What I have found from calculation that the
surplus of Rs. 11:89 crores ‘or Rs."12.00 crores ‘on the
Public Accounts sice has been ddjusted ‘against the total deficit
oft =510:71 -~ crores<=there by reducing the overall deficit.
This is not the correct position in my opinion. So far
as this House ‘is ‘concerned, it is concerned mainly with
the Consolidated Fund of the State. . Sir, a Budget has
two aspects, one is the Consohdated Fund including the
Revenue Receipt and capital 1ecelpt and revenue expenditure
and capital expenditure, and the other is the Contmgency Fund
and the Public Accounts. Public Accounts is one over which
from have no right of substantive appropriation. It deals
with the deposit of provident fund and other receipts which
come in the way .of gtnpral mounetory transaction of grant
So far as the accounting aspect is concerned, it is allright.
But so far as the appropriation asyect is concerned, receipt
under public accounts does not fall within the purview of
the means Consolidated Fund of ths State. In this connection
I would like: to refer to Articles 202 and 204 of the Cons-
titution . of India where it is.:clearly,laid down what:is a
Consolidated Fund.

It says, under the head ‘ Annuzl financial statement -
The Governor shall in re<pcct of very financial year cause
to bz laid bzfore the House or ‘Houses the Legislature of the
State a Statement of the estimated receipts expenditure
of the State for that year, in this. part referred to as
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the. “annual financial statement”. - The estimates of expen-
diture embodied in the annual financial statement  shall
show separtely— the sums required to meet expenditure

dzscribed by this Constitution as expenditure 'charg'ed upon
the Consolidated Fund of the State; and the sums

requircd to meet other expenditure proposed to be made
from the Consolidated Fund of the State; and shall
distinguish expenditure on revenue account from other
expenditure.

Then again, Sir, Article 204. It deals with the appropria-
tion bill which relates to the authorisation of expenditure
from the consoliddted fund. In this connection I shall
refer to- the very ‘definition given by the Government in a
report entitled “Analysis of Expenditure for the years 1950-
51 to 1973-74’ to'show the position of *‘Public Account
and the consolidated fund. ‘It says, “Besides the receipts
and ' expenditure” of * Government which are credited and
debittd to the Consolidated Fund, certain other transac-
tions - enter | Government Account in respect of which ‘
Government acts more as a banker, for example, transac-
~tions relating to Provident Funds, Small Savings Collec-.
tion, other deposits etc. The moneys thus received are
kept in the Public Account and the connected disburse-
ments are also made therefrom. Generaly speaking, Public
Account Funds do not belong to Government and have
to be paid back some time or other to the persons or
authorities depositing such amounts. Legislative authorisa-
tion for payments from Public Account is, therefore, not
required.” .

Therefore Sir, in my opinion, the addition of the
surplus  over expenditure on Public Account cannot be
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properly added to the Consolidated Furd to show the
budgetary position of the State.

I again, Sir, refer to the procure entitled °‘Budget
in Brief * which is published by the statistical Department
of the Government, The same picture is there also it
shows the same thing : Consolidated Fund - Revenue
Receipt Capital Receipt and there expenditure from the
Consolidated Fund- separately and Reyenue amount, Capital
amount and then the deficit though an each amount and then
total deficit against the consolidated Fund. In this particular
book consolidated fund, has not been mixed up with
Public Account ; it has been kept separate because public
Account figurs in the overall monetory transaction of the State
Government. It does not come within the purview of
of the Budget as stch. Therefore, Sir, this Budget for the
financial vear 1974- 75 is basically a deficit budget to
the tune of, as I have said already, Rs. 10,71,09,000.
I hope, Sir, the Chief Minister will take this into account
and see whether my contention is correct and note this
for future also. I have not come across any budget in
- the past in which surplus of public account has b-en added

to the Consolidated Fund to show about the budgetary
" position I mean, to show deficit or surplus, as the case
may be.

Now, Sir, Ihave already said that we are now poised
for better performznce in cur financial administration as
also in our econcmic and administrative activities, because
of the comfortable financial position created asa result to
the award. But in this connection I would like to point

out now that we have got fairly adequate resources from
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t a surplus. or
to say

central Goverument, why can we mnot presen
4 at leash a nominally surplus budgei— that is
surplus so far as the Consolsdated: Fund is- concerned,

Sir, the year 1972-73 was a very typical year of the 4th
Plan period, Besides this very difficult = year, during the
4th Plan period. beginning  from 1969-70, every = year
ended with a heavy deficit which led to an_ . enomous
amount of loan from the Central . Government to meet
the expendituie “go to in non-plan expenditure. It was
pertinents indicated in the budget speech of 1972-73 that
the total dcficit during the entire 4th plan period under
due to the order cf Rs. 165 crores arisirg walver peris
that shortfull in necutras mear higher expenditure. Total
public debt was stain other of - Rs. 401 Crores. including
Rs. 107 Crores as loan  to meet non plan excess
expenditure. This does mot, in my opinion, give a good
- account of management of public finance. In this connec-

tion, Sir, I would also cofer to the Budget Speech of
the year 1973-74 where it is clearly stated how the public

the department burden showed arising trend of the year
to year heavy deficit until the total non plan loan case

* to a staggering figure of Rs. 165 crores ~as on April,
1973, Then we had to face a lot of difficulty in getting
the money from the Centre to pay off the loan arising
from over drafts fom the R. B.I. Therefore, there must
be some time when foot  must make a. beginning
with a surplus budget. Then again it is mnot the que-
stion of providing money alone; — we have - also to see
whether the money does come physically from-into the public
offer for the Government to be able :to actually spénd.
We have seen that there are heavy arrears in the fieldof




70 General Discussion on Budget 14th March

tax realisation and all:these factors are. bringing about service
difficulty.’ on the- resources position of the Government,
even though Government took some desirable steps to
control expenditure with the intrcduction of the letter of
credit system. Though this has brought about criticisrﬂ and
frustration from among the people themselves. That there is

no relate from which control of public expenditure in the
present circumstances.

Sir, I again, as I have said. before, turn to the que-
stion of public debt.. Why have we not been able to
make any headway in the field of economic development ¢
Many of the homwble Members have said that the State
has made no headway in economic development. Whet~
her in the sphers of agriculture or in the sphere of ind-
ustry or other spheres of developmental activities whatever

progress. has been achieved, has been neutralised by
increase in population and other adverse factors. In any
case, the heavy public debt and the huge amount of
interest that has to be paid there in constitute a huge drain
on our limited resources. This year, we have to pay Rs.

75 crores also as interest and as interest is charged expen-
diture on Tev -nue resources available for essential service

staved used by that margin, Then again, w2 have to look back
to the past also I never our foot performance in the weather of

creating productive onset. We have some hope that we really in
sitionto open a ncw chapter, and if we are able to

a po
sphere of economic develo-

achieve better progress -in the

ment the State can be taken ahead.
Then #gain, Sir, unless the whole outlook of the

administration changes and . unless the whole administration
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is prepared to meet the challenge of the situation, I do
not think there will be any improvement and "stalemate
as befors will continue In this connection, T would
refer again to the Budget Speech of the Chief Minister
for the year 1973-74 where he has rightly pointed out
that out of the loan of Rs. 426 crores, Rs. 279.59 crores
were spent on development. Of the Plan development
programmes the biggest amount was spent on the Assam
State Electricity Board to which Government had given
a loan of Rs. 71 crores. Though the Assam State Elec-
tricity Board has been producing power, its performance
is far from satisfactory. I would say that at least fr;om
the financial point of view, it is in a very desperate situ-
ation. This is the picture of the biggest public sector
undertaking = under the State Government. ~' I have no
doubt that they should produce the essential thing like
power at the same time; it should be produced at a
reasonable cost

Sir. at the sametime the financial position should be
reasonable sound. But if we go on spending any amount
of ‘money without looking into the financial position itself,
the projects may end  ultimately 'in" disaster. ‘Sir, In this
connection, I would like to refer ‘to the budget statement
of Electricity Board for 1973-74. Though they has shown a
gross trading surplus of Rs. 3 to 4 crores for the years
begining from 1971-72 but in actual practice payment of
interest due on loans as well as depreciation charges the
net position is that the total assets has been eroded by
the accumulated loss of over Rs. 35 crores. Sir, here at
page 13 after Budget estimates of the state Electricity Board
for 1973-74, the Comparative Statement of overall Reve-
nue account during the years 1971-72, 1972-73 and 1973-
74 .the net shortfall in the depreciation reserve and outst-
anding unpaid interest is given. Sir, from this I find tbat
the ob.llg.atory. and statutory requirement of accounting for
depreciation interest and payment of interest on loan
from state Government out or trading surplus has not
been_ fulfilled. The State Electricity Board has not only
obtained loans from the State ‘Government but alcn
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the L. I. C. and the open 'market. = Of course interest on
the later two catagories of loan is heavy poor. Now,
we find that so far to on from the State Government is
concerned interest has not been paid. ‘Now, the total accum-
ulated interest has cometé6 about Rs. 34 crores. Though
it is necessary to give more funds to the state Electricity
Baord, in order to ‘get more much mneeded power, we
should also.see that the financial position is ‘maintained
at a reasonably sound leve).. Therefore, sir, I am only
drawing ‘the attention of the Government to the funda-
mental fact that = utilisation of all public investments
must be properly: looked into so that the Government
not only gets.the services from the organisations but at the
sametime get adequate financial return cor at least one able to
pray thier way inculding interest and other essential regreat
take - depreciation etc. Now, sir, I' should like to  indicate
another - aspect of public -investments. Sir, consistent with
our ideology of democratic socialism it is indeed a welcome
policy - of the Government that all fields of essential
economic activities are progressively taken up in-the public
sector so that we may cut out private sector and private
ground from all strategic fields of economic activities. From
that point of view, the policy in the expansion of public
sector is un exceptionable. But if actual performancc is not
up to the standard, the whole objective will be ' belied. - In
that case. I can say disaster will with' losses occurring year
after year, surely follow. Therefore, I want.to point out
some -of the institutions in which Government have inve-
sted money and their present ; financial position. = Sir, the
next biggest organisation in which Government have invested
a lot of money .is the Assam and Meghalaya- Road
Transport- -Corporation. The total investment in the cor-
poration is to.the tune of Rs.. 8crores, Now, sir, this
organisation had earned profit amounting to Rs. 31 lakhs
or so during the year 1958 or 1959.  Thereafter, due to
peristent mismanagement if began to toper off; the
profit came down to 9.5 lakbs in 1963-64, in 1966-67
to Rs. 3725 lakhs it suffered aloss of about Rs. 6.95 lakhs
in 1967-68, and in 1968-69, 5.25 lakhs was  earned or profit.
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But in 1969-70 or 1970-71, it suffered a loss of ‘more
than Rs. one crore. Then, sir, since the constitution
of the Road Transport Corporation in 1970, it has not
submitted any account of required under the Companies Act ;
nor any report on its financial position to the house. Sir,
this is a very serious state of affairs. Therefore, I would urge
upon the Government that this statutory obligation should be
given proper attention. Secondly there are other organisations
and ventures in which Government have also invested money
and the total investment ccmes to about Rs. 25780 cororcs.
In other words Approximately Rs. 14.68 crores represent
State Government’s direct investment in industrial units
and Rs. 11°12 crores in diffcrent other corporations investing
essential supply ard services. Amorg the Corporations, as
I have stated, the bulk of the investment to the tune of
Rs, 8 crores is stated in Assam & Meghalaya Transport
Corporation followed by others. In the ~Assam Agro-
Industries Developmert Coiporation there is the State
Government’s investment of Rs. 1 crore. The State Govern-
ment’s investment in Assam Seeds Corporation Ltd stands
at Rs 84 lakhs while in the Assam Government Construction
corporation it is Rs. 50 lakhs. Sir the accumulated loss incurred
by the Assam Government Construction Ccrporation amounts
to Rs. 23 lakhs and that'is upto 1970-71" which represents
.4("% of the paid of share Carital representing Government
Investment cr 1" % cf the authoriscd ¢ pital. The total accum-
ulated loss incurred by the Assam Seeds Corporation Ltd.
amounts to Rs. 17°54 lakhs (upto 1970-71) which -cons-
titute 20% of the State Government’s investment or 18%
of the authorised capital.  The accumulated loss of the Assam
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Agro Industries Development Corporatlon up to 31.3.70.
comes to Rs. 2. 16 lath which represent 2% of the
state Government’s . mvestment or l% of the authorised
capital, Therefore, Slr I would request the Hon’ble
Chief Minister to go mto the whole fundamental question
of management of Government stableshed or Govern-
ment sponsored corporation or - protins and see that these
Corporations  and Institutions do function properly. Then

in addition to these public sector undertakings Government

have also invested huge amounts of money in some

other industrial undertakings. Sir, among  the industrial
undertakings with State Government’s investments, the Assam
Cement Ltd., claim the highest amount of Rs. 527
crores followed by Assam Industrial Development - Cor-
poration Ltd, Gauhati and Assam Gas Co., Ltd. with
Rs. 2.27 crores each, Among the industries in the Private
Sector, the State Government’s investment in Assam Hard-
board Ltd., is Rs. 20 lakhs, of which Rs. 15 lakhs through
A. I D; C.and Rs. 5 lakhs through Government besides
Rs. 1 lakh issued as loan. Sir, the investment in Everest
Cycles Factory, Gaubati was Rs. 5lakhs in the shape
of preference share besides Rs. 10 lakhs issued as loans;
the State Government’s investment in the Associated Industries
Ltd amounts to - Rs, 2319 lakhs. . Sir, the Everest
_Cycles Factory, has incurred loss to the tune of Rs.
460 lakhs during 1972-73 and the accumulated Joss
comes to about Rs, 16,43 lakhs, whereas the total accumul-
ated losses suffered by the Assam  Hard Boarder is
reported to the Rs 81 lakhs, Sir, there are other industries
also and I am not going to go to further details in

- —g -c:

ars PO
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this respect. Now, the fundamental question is why this
is so » What are the basic causes for this' deplorable
state of affairs ¢ Now, in this connection a fundamental
question does arise and that is whether the State Government
has any special responsibility’ or not to look" after the
affairs of all these public sector undertakings or ' the
heavy financial staks as also private sector undertakings
in which.-Government has staked public fund to play a prom-
otional role. Now, it does not exmonerate the Goven-
ment machineries involved from the responsibilities to
see to the successful functioning of these public sector
organisations, to fulfil the objectives in consonance with
a very welcome ideology and not to forget‘ about it and
allow misménagement and Jloss to occur year after year.
It will be very dangerous to allow matters to profit in
this way, The" Boards of Directors are composed of only
Government servants; they have no experience of commerce
and industry which is complex and technical; they are
trained only for administration. So, is it safe to place
these impcrtant institutiors = in the bands of ' persons
who have no experience in tusiness management. A
time has come' to review the whole thing, to give a
hard look at the deplorable state of affairs, Directorship
Or management through officials must stop. I request the
Chief Minister to constitute an expert committee to examine
the working of these organisations and make such changes
in the composition of the boards of management as are nec-
essary because there is no Justification for any Government
to.waste public fund raised generally’ from loan. 'We are

raising loan for productive purposes and ‘snould net waste
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it due to ignorance, due to mismanagement and absolute
apathy. Then there can be no ' excuse for Govern-
“ment to make failure of public sector undertakings- and allow
vital public interest to suffer. Therefore, so far as the public
sector is. concerned a time has come to review the, whole
matter carefully and arrive at a decision about the policy on
management it about the composition of the Boards of
Directors so that we can retrieve the situation and restore
the organisations an a sounder footing so-that they can
fulfil the objective for which they have been estabiished.
Now, Sir, I will make some observations on, the econo-
mic development of the State. Sir, many of .my frends,
have remarked about the economic situation and many
of the hon’ble members referred to the position of State
jrcome, per capita irccme, agriculiural production and so
on and so forth. I would like to refer to a particular fact
which is this; so far as the economic development is
conccrned by and large we are in a stagnant position;
so far as the industrial development is concerned we made
some progress. For.an economically underdcveloped State
']ike overs we shovld make faster progress.. Anothcr aspect
ijs this: the incretse in population in the State is-abnorr al
as compared to other States where the increase of popul.
ation is 50% in the last two decades whereas ' in Assam
it is 82%. It is not due to biological factor alore. The
increase in population has been largely contributed by
migration from outside. 'We have calculated that 27 lakhs
of people have come in search of jobs here. During the
last four plan pericds in various sectors of the economy,

in industry, in road building and what nct, job opportunities
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wealth are filled by people’ coming from outside. Therefore
we are faced with unemployment. Sir, ‘T'had - occasion’ to
examine the whole problem' of 'unemployment as Chairman
of ‘the Employment Review Committee and we have sub-
mitted a report also, and I feel that a time has come
to. take positive stéps to put a stop to ‘this ‘rot in the
economic  situation— the downward trend of ‘the economic
situation. ‘About:'90% of thé population of Assam depend
on agriculture for their livelihood: As a result of the agri-
cultural economy  being stagnant® and traditional -60mpared
with high increase in population’ there is tremenddus preésﬁre
on land. In this connection I will cut some figures
to show how pressure on ‘land has been increasing, The
net per capita cultivated land which was ‘23 hectare in
1952 has gone "down!'to- .16 hectares in 1959-70  with
steady deterioratem” in the situation. This shows how more
and more people are having thrown on 'the land ‘resource.
In‘other words there are psople engaged in the cultivation
of same area of land and produce crops to be shared by
more and more people (o havs besn a subsistancs living, The
result is poverty, and 77% of ths population live under povérty
line. Therefore the present abstract economic situation partic
ularly in the rural sector demands concentrated and concreted
efforts on agriculture = The stategy should be selected in
area approach lease priority bzing asps:ted to arcas with
the lowest per capita holding or heaviest pressure on land.
A small percentage of our land is affected is flood every%
year.” But if we undsriak: agricultural development in an
intensive way we cai certainly double our production éven
an areas free from flood h:zards Sir, the agricultural
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science, agricultural technology has made tremendous
progress but notwithstanding this progress we in this state
have not been able take advantage of it. In the field
of modern technology in agriculture the most important
thing is high yeilding varities of seeds. . With the use of
improved seeds, fertiliser, irrigation improved technology incl-
uding plant protection it is possible toobtain four to five the
yield under natural methods with ordinary seed. What is
really needed is to adopt what is known as “Package
practice” i.e. the optimism combination of all the four factors,
in high yeilding varities of seeds fertiliser, irrigation and
improved technology, to bring about rapid development
in the agricultural sector. So far the department of agri-
culture and other ancillary departments responsible for
agficultural development have done virtually nothing not
with standing huge expenditure incurred on agricultural
levelopment. I will give one examples~ the use of ferti-
iser. Sir, in page 21 of the Economic Survey of Assam
1972, published by - Government is given the Assam’s
’onsumption in one year, that is 1971-72, which is 8,650
netric tonnes as against West: Bengal’s 72,826, Bihar’s
9,000, Punjab’s 213,000 and Maharashtra’s 199,000 and
Andhra Pradesh’s 283,000. Virtually we have made no
rogress in the use of ferliliser compared ,to other states.
Now after ten or twelve years when other States have
nade trcmendous progress we have come cnly to a paltry
,650 tons.

This is onec instance, I mean, very little emphasis
as been given on the use of fertiliser to improve agricul-
ural porduction. The next point is the per hectare yield.
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In the matter of per hectare yield also, we are almost stat-
ionary. Sir, here at page-17 of the Economic Survey,
1972 of Assam, it is shown that Assam’s per hectare yield
of rice rose from 895 kgin 19656-67 to 1,022 kg in 1970-71
and in 1971-72 it felt to 985 kg. There is virtually no
sustained of produce increase. Same increase is there ;
there is no doubt but the increase may not be due to
the use of improved methods of agriculture but may be
due to absence of flood and other natural calamitics during
a particular year of higher per hectare yicld. The per
hectare yield in Andhra Pradesh in 1966-67 was 1,460
kg, in Kerela 1,356 kg, in West Bengal 1,038 kg, in Punjab,
1,196 kg and All India it was 863 kg, Again in 1971-72
these ' States have made steady progress and arrived at
some impressive results. Jn Andhra Pradesh in 1971-72
the per hectare yield rose to 1579kg, as against Assam’s

yizld of 985 kg for the year. In Kerela, West Bhupal,
Punjab and All India in 1971-72, the per hectare yield
was respectively 1,533, 1,304, 2,042 and 1,145 kg. respec-
tively as against Assam’s par hectare yield of 985 kg for
the Wyear*(’1971-72%) )% Trelenita economy in the agricul-
tural sector in ‘which 90% of our people are engaged is
more or less stagnant. There is no wonder therefore
that for 85% of our popu'ation, there would be wide sp-
read and acute poverty. So, if we want to make any
impact on the whole situtation, there must be crash progre—
mmes 1n agriculture. In making agriculture progressive we
require the recognition of a few essential things.

There must be a package deal. 1 mean package practice

ie. combnation of high-yieldinz variety of sceds, fertilizer
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irrigation, improved technology including - plant protection
other items. If all these inputs are applied together asa
package practice we can make tremendous progress.in the
field of agriculture. We have a number of trained officers in
this line and with research and effective extension work it will
not be defficult to teach the farmers the package practice.
Since we have our own every where at. the same time.
We should make in resources and personnel and such a
programmes cann’t be undertaken a selective beginning and for
this purpose certain areas will: have to be. identified.
There are certain arcas where the density. of , population
~is high and poverty is very acute: Therefore, there should
~ be a survey. And those who are engaged .in planning and
formulation of plan programmes should adopt the: stategy
of selective or area approach. They should make a survey
to find out where the density of population is. highand
~ poverty is acute, and they should concentrate - on these
areas. In other words a beginning should be make in the
area where the economic situation is the: worst. I think,
we may take up some specific programmes at the begin-
ning of the Fifth Plan. This aspect of the matter should
be seriously considered. I am not going into: the details
of the Fourth Plan. Here I find that a huge amount of
money has been spent on irrigation. I have calculated
that Rs 16 crores of rupees have been spent under this
Head during the 4th Plan period by the concerned depart-
ment. Where are these project, and are they functioning
properly 1 Whether the irrigation potential created have been
utilised ¢ Then again crores of rupees we have spent—
about Rs, 17 crores of rupees on flood control and irrigatino
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for the benefit of agriculturists, But what has happened 1
Nobody has gone back to see whether the projects have
been properly implemented and yielded any result. No-
bedy has bothered about it. Spending of money alone
is not enough, it should bear fruit

So, there should be a radical change in the whole
aprroach to planning. There shculd be en assessment of
cach project cn develcpment of the cempletion.  There
should be an evaluation in the field to see whether the
project undertaken has yieded any result and whether the
people have got any benefit out «f the completed projects.
Unless we do that no amount ¢f money srent year after
year and plan after plan will yield any result, ard neither
it would help anybody and the unhappy economic situation
will continue as before. Now as we are in an advanta—
gcous  position  having more resources from th: centre,
and therefore we must make a correct beginning, we should
not commit the same mistakes as in the past. We should also
sce that the past projects are which huge investments were
mace. Either to be revitalised and restored or given up and
wiitten off. Some survey is to be made as regards so called
pact prcductive projects so thzt we know where we
stand ; otherwise, all new prcjects will have the same fate
With these words, Sir, I conclude my speech.
ABREET sz o s TR, oA avEea]  Ffaage (o
AT AN e @lfe peiad (A e — 73
fety wiatsal 23 aferst | om awss qEBUA A 5o feg
AN o5 wastgiae = afyq AT Slioed ALw N5 qu9 Al
afeagars elagfice wiag et for Signs @FAFA g3 Taad
M8 =3 Aii- MEfEFR @Rl 4w Wl <2 lwiRe w |
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Smti, Pranita Talukdar: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the very
outset I congratulate the Chief Minister ag Finance Minister
for the budget speech to this August House. The Budget

gives us a picture of economic and financial matters of

the State. Every year we find that there is deficit in the
budget. This year also ths budget is a deficit one but

though it is a small one — about Rs. 2 crores. Of course
we are not to worry about it because pot only our State
but all the States of the country run into deficit due to
huge experditure in comparison to the income of the State.
B SBEOW OUl Beonel s noRto oo, stagnant; sigpificant
changes occur in the matter of prodcution, trade, comm-
erce, transport etc. We know Sir, in our State the popu-
lation is increasing day by day at the e T gy
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per year. But in the comparison to the increased popu-
lation the production is very slow. In our State the per
capita income is the lowest, and if this per capita income
of our” State is to remain unchanged the production capa-
city of the State has to expand at such a rate that the
national income also increases by 2% per year. So, all
out efforts of the Government should be to help the State
so that our State reaches the all-India average by incre-
asing the per capita income. Sir, I appreciate the reco-
mmendations of the 6th Finance Commission. The reco-
mmendations ' are for improving the economic condition of
the State, for increasing the income of the State by up-
grading the standard of general administration, administra-
tion of Justice, Medical facilities and Tribal and Backward
Classes, by recovering tax arrears as well as the returns on capi
—tal investment and also by providing the actual requirements
of the people by increasing salary and also by recomm-
ending additional requirements to bring the State to reach
the average, Not only that, Sir, the Finance Commission
by their recommendaticns have tried to reduce the regional
imbalance that is existing in our State and to give all
possible help to reduce the disparity between the financi-
ally stronger and weaker States. This ic a nice thing.
With the recommendation of the Finance Commission our
State will be able to launch the 5th Plan without bors-
owing from the Central Government as the Finance Mi-
nister has stated in his budget speech. The main objec-
tive of the 5th Plan is to eradicate poverty by providing

the minimum requirements of the people of our State.
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, our main objective of the Fifth Plan
Is to eradicate poverty by fulfiling the minimum require-
ments of the people of our State. So all our efforts:should
be diverted towards taking up the community: Development
programmes - whicil covers agricuiture, industry, irrigation,
comunication, education, employment, social welfare, hous-
ing schsme, electrification in rural and backward ares etc.
We know Sir, -that 55 per cent. of the total revenue comes
from agriculture. So our all out efforts should be diverted
towards the improvement of the production and high
variety ‘of food grains by utilising modern methods. In
agriculture, we know that our Government has taken up
differnt methods of- cultivation and other possible means
towards cultivation. We have' seén Sir, though Government
have taken up the different methods of cultivation still

the production is very slow. So this slow production

either may be due to flood, natural calamities, erosion
or it may bz due to labour  unrest or dislocation of
railways which hamper the movement of goods. It is also
noted that the situation has become more aggravated by

high increase of the prices of imported * crude oil and

other essential commodities.. At the very first page of the

budget, our Finance Minister says ¢ the economy has been

subjected to severe strain and there has been an unprece-
dented rise in prices leading to immense hardship parti-
cularly to the poorer section of the people”. Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this abnormal rise in prices of essential food commo-
dities of our State really lead to the common people to
live in distress. If our Government do pot take proper
steps to stop thc rises of prices of essential commodities

e
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the hardship of the people, particularly, the poorer -section,
will not be removed. Our Government should not allow
the raw materials and locally available materials to go
outside the State. 'Our local mills also should be supplied
with the local raw materials. To increase production
special schemes for development of the small apd marginal
farmers should be taken up with the crash programme
scheme including agricultural loans, land reform measures
etc. The special employment scheme launched by the
Government under half a million job programme is a
very nice programme and I hope this will soon be in
operation for giving employment to the thousands of the
unemployed young people. For helping economy, develop-
ment of livestock, development of fisheries are also given
priority, as it plays a vital role for the development of
the economy of our State. Mr. 'Speiker, Sir, side by
side with the agriculture, industry also should be given
priority; but cottage industires like handicrafts in the rural
and backward areas should be given recognition for giving
employment to the poor people of the backward areas.
Sericulture and weaving for economic development of the
rural areas should be given due consideration. I hope this
will minimise the problem of educated unemployment which
has been alarming day by day. Mr. Speaker, Sir, economic
development implies not merely growth of agricultural
and industrial production but also expansion of facilities

for the distribution of goods produced in other. Internal

trades between different ‘parts of the - State and between
other parts of the country help economic development.
For this there should be simultancous development  of
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road communication both railways and road comunijcation.
We find that communication between different parts. of the
state are not satisfactory. So special programme scheme:
should be taken up for improving the roads particularly
in the rural areas. Sir, in the rural areas, the rural
electrification programme should be taken up.  But field
electrification be given priority as it will help and faci-
litate the poor peasants to utilise the power in all the:
year round. With these few wards I anticipate better

success in all the plans and programmes of the Govern-
ment.
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Mr. Speaker : Chief Minister will reply tomorrow.
Now, the House stands adjourned till 9 a.m. tomorrow

dt. 15-3-74

ADIJOURNNMENT

The House stood adjourned at 6 P. M. till 9 A. M.
on Friday the 15th March, 1974.

DISPUR P. D. Barua
The 14th March, 1974 Secretary
Assam Legislative Assembly



