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Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam
Lezislative Assembly assecmbled after the
fifth General Elections under the
Sovereign  Democratic Republican
Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur,
Guahati at 10 A.M.on Monday, the 18th March, 1974. with
the Hon” Speaker in the Chair 10 (Ten) Manisters; 3 (three)
Ministers of State, 68 (Six Eight) members. present.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Date : 18 March, 1974

Re : Co-operative Officers
Shri Ayodhya Ram Das asked :
*341. Will the Minister, Co-operation be pleased to state—-

(@) Whether it is a fact that the Government have appointed
Co-operative Officers to act as Secretaries of the newly form.d
Co-operative Socisties and whether such an officer s
holding the Secretariship in two Co-operative Societies ?

(b) 1If so, whether Government

the progress of. the Societies is
secretaries ?

Is aware of the fact that
hampering due to part time
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law) replied :

341. (a)—Yes. Many of these officers are working as Secretary
to more than one Society.

(b)— As most of the societies have not undertaken practi-
cally any business; the posting of part time seeretaries dces
not appear to have hampered their business activities, cven
though collection of share money may have been hampered
in a few cases.

Shri Ayodhya Ram Das:— Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble
Minister, how many fulfledged societies have been func-
tioning so far in the whole of Assan ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) s  Sir, there are in all 663
societies to be constituted coterminus with the Gaon Pan-
chayat areas, By fulfledged societies, probably the Hon’ble
Member means ths societies which have collected required
amount of share capital ie. Rs 10000/-. So far the infor-
mation at hand with me is that there are 160 societies

which have collected share capital of RS. 10,000/-. or above.

Shri Ayodhya Ram Dasi— Sir, 1 think 160 societies have
collected their share capital above Rs. 10,000/- _and most
of these cooperative societies have undertaken business. But
the posting of part-time Secretaries is likely to hamper
their business activities. Sir, in vieWw of this, whether Govjr.
will consider appointment of one Secretary for one parti-

cular society ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, that is the contem-
plation of the Govt. Secretaries of these societies must ke
trained and experienced also. I think the Apex Bank has

[
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1974 Questicns 3

already advertised for appointment of qualified Secretaries
and when sujtable Secretaries will be selected by the Apex
Bank, then they will be sent for training and after that
they will be posted in their respective positions in all the
societies.

Shri Premodhar Bora :— Sir, may I know frem the Hon’ble
Minister how many Cooperative Officers have so far been
appointed ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, according to the
number of societies, we have less number of officers and
that is why one or two officers, in some places, are looking
after more than two/three cooperatives.

Shri Premodhar Bora :— Sir, my question is how many such
Cooperative Officers have been appointed so far by the Govt.?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, that number is not
with me.

Shri Jagannath Sinha : — Sir, there is a Cooperative Society
at Dullavcherra which has got the required amount of share

capital. May I know whether Govt. will appoint a Secretary
there ?

Shri 8yed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, at present we are con-
cerned with the number of societies that covered the Goan
Panchayat area under the new Panchayat Act. According
to this, the number of the society is 663. Sir, I think this
society does not fall within that number and area.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia :— Sir, whether one officer is for
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one job or one officer is for few jobs 2 What is the declared
policy of the Govt. of Assam 7

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) s—- Sir, this is a temporary
arrangement as we do not have trained Secretarjes at present.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia :— Sir, my question is not rep lied.
Sir, may I know what is the policy anunciated by the Govt,
of Assam in this respect ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, that depends upon the
workload.

FArstT I c—AE AT, T2 AF) WEWE o s @I
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Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki :— Sir, in this connection
I would like to express that Hon’ble Minister has suppre-
ssed the fact. Itis about more than 6 months now, Regi-
strar of Cooperative Societies advertised for the persons to
be recruited as Secretaries of the Cooperative Societies
and according to that adv.rtisement......... many
unzmployed educited youth have submitted their appli-
cations with necessary treasury challans. Now, the Hon’sle
Minister is telling that the Apex Bank has been asked to
recruit the Secretaries of these Societies and to train them. 3ir,
without doing anything to them, how the Apex Bank has been

A
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asked to recruit now ? Wherefrom the money will come, sir ?

Shri 3yed Ahmed Ali (Minister) s Sir, according to the
scheme, all the eligible societies will be financed through the

Apex Bank Ltd and the responsibility in this respect lies
with the Ap=x Bank. So, sir, according to that policv, we have
raken up the matter with the Apex Bank and it is also desira-
-b'e that the officers who will be posted there in those societies
should be und:r the control of the financier.

Applications submitted 6 months past refers to appointment
of Asstt Auditors and not the post of secretary of the society.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki - Sir, what happened to
those applications who applied to the Registrar of Coopera-
tive Societ es and what will happen to the treasury challans
also they enclosed thereto ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) Sir, they will be appointed
by the Apex Bank no doubtI mean Society secretary. As
regards appointment of Inspectors for auditing purposes,
that has been almost finalised and appointment letters will

soon be issued these employees i.e. Auditors cum Inspectors
will be under the Govt.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki— Whnether those applica-
tions for the posts of Assistant Auditor and something
like that addressed to the Registrar of Cooperative Soci-
eties will be handed over to the Apex Bank and Apex

Bank will in turn will select reople from among those
applicants ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Al — That will be looked into later onp.

Shrimati Renuka Devij Barkataki — Why later on, the
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Chairman of the Apex Bank was here the other day and they
have been instructed.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) — Sir may I
interveae in the matter with your permission ? Sir, These
applications were invited by the Registrar of Cooperative
Societies in the different subdivisions. After baving received
thzse applicatioas, they have been processed and names
reconmended to the Apex Cooperative Bank. Sir they will
be the Bank’s officers uppointed by the Apex Bank on the
recommendation of the Govt. of Assaa.

Shrim iti Renuka Devi Barkataki - We are not asking whether
Apsx Bank will be appointing authority or otherwise. The
fact is that Governmeat adve.tised for the posts and many
candidates applied as such with treasury challans. What
will happen to those treasury challans, and their applications ?

Shai Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister. ) — They will be
appointed. Instead of Government they will be appointed by
the Apex Bank.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — Sir, the question is 2 different
one. May I know from the hon’ble Chief Minister who

has kindly intervend into the matter that once the vaocancies
were duly advertised by the Government and in response
to these advertisements, the candidates applied and they
have be:n selected and appointment letters about to be
issued, now under what rule these candidates are again to
be selected and appointed by the Apex Bank ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) Sir, they will be
appointedby the Apex Bank. How that will be done will be

left to the Government.

&
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Shri Dulali Chandra Khound -~ Sir, the advertisement p,g
appeared o. tewlf of the Apex Bapk in today’s pape,
inviting new applications also. May I know from the hon’ble
Chicf Minister what wiil be the fate of t e candidates already
selected by the Departmenr, in view of the fact that the
‘Apex Bank has cailled for new applications ?

Shri S.arat Chindra Sinha ( Chief Minister }—Sir, all these
matters will be looked into and taken into consideration and
appointments will be mide accordingly. Let me clearly, Sir ;
Iam not shirking the responsibilitv, Sir, the appointn ent
will actually be made by the Apex Bank. All those
applications we have since received will be considered at
the Government level. How this could be adjusted between
the Apex Bank and the Goverament will be a matter to be
adjusted betweent he Government and the Bank.

Starred Question no. 342 was not put the member being
absent.

Re : Bail Petitions
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :
#343. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the bail petitions are taken

up for dicision by the Additional District Magistrates only
during the afternoon hours?

(b) If so, whether the Government will consider to issue
directive to the Deputy Commissioners to see that the bail

petitions are decided latest by 1P. M. in each working day
of the week ?
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law ) replied :

343, (a)—The bail petition are taken up generally in the
aftern on.

(b)—The present arrangemcnt is working weli : nd no change
ia it is considered necessary.
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed —Sir, whether there is any hard and
fast rule that bail pelitions are to be taken up after 1.00 p.m.
neither e irlier, nor later ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Ministe:)~ There is no hard and fast
rule, but according to convenience, the bail petitions are
generally put up to the Magistrate towards the afternoon
period. Sir, the difficulty is that in the morning hours, almost
all the lawyers remain busy in other Courts. At the same time
Police has to undergo a lot of strain in conducting cases, pus
up records and practically police has to do everything, but this
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arrangement is being changed completely from Ist April. From
first of April, there will be differeat arrangements because
under the new amended Criminal Procedure Code, conduc-
ting of cases by the police personnel will be done away with.
There will then be quite different arrangement, Sir.

Shri Jagannath Singha : a7t wiag, ©s a9t & € 99 griEEl
ST A FiZ AN @ fmm F FRO W S ST
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FERF T feadl R fewdl & a)d wgan 29
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Shri Atul Chandra Saikia; =zgwm sreor 7 § & S fag
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Sir, are we to understand accor-

ding to the statement given by the hon’ble Minister, Law, that
Ist of April, there will be change of time in this respect ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister)— Change of arrangement not
the time.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua - Will there be change of time too 7

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) —No, Sir.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki— Then in what may there
will be change, Sir ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister)—Sir, aceording to new arran-
gement, there will be no police officers to conduct cases from
Ist of April, because under the amended Criminal Procedure
Code, police personnel have not been authorised to conduct

cases and Government have to appoint Public Prosecutors as
such.

Re ; Pay Commission

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked

*344. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) What are the basis on which the Pay Commission has
fixed up the ratio of pay between the highest slab and
lowest slab for the Government employees of the State ?

(b) Whether the pay scales of of LA.S and L.P.S., A.C.S.
and A.P.S. officers were included in fixing up the ratio
between highest slab and lowest slab ?

, '\‘\

e ——




1974 Queéti@ns 11

) If not, Why ?

spri Sarat Chandra Sipha ( Chief Minister ) replied:

344. (2)—The Assam Pay Comm ssion has not figxed any
ratio between the minimum and maximum on any basis.
The Commission have recommended a minimum salary of
Rs. 180/ P.m. and maximuw salary of Rs 2,100/~ p. m.
ia consideration of various factors detailed in Chapter 1V
of their report ( First Part ) which has already been placed
before the Assembly. The disparity ratio between the minimum
apd the mMaximum works out to 1:9.4 (post tax),

(b) & (©—As already indicated in reply to (a), the commi-
ssion did not fix any particular ratio but the maximum
salary payable to an officer appoinied by the Assam Govern-
ment has been fixed at Rs. 2,100/- and this will include

the members of the Assam Civil Service and Assam Police
ervice also.

The officers of the All India Services do not come within
the purview of the State Pay Commission,

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua —Sir, as the prizciple that is follc-
wed by the Govt. and also the purpose for which the Pay
Commission has been set up is to find out the ratio and fix
up the pay scales accordingly. When the Pay Commission has
failed to fix up such kind of ratio, do Govt. not consider that
the fixation of pay will be completety meaningless ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister— Sir, the recomme-
ndations Of. the Pay Commission. particularly this Cnmmissi-
on, is meaningful. Though we have not fixed any criterion for
ascertaining the ratio between the maximum and the minimum
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and  the yet in working out the pay scales,
it has come out like this: In 1956 the ratio was 1 : 23; in
1964 the ratio ‘was [: 18. 4 and Sir, according to the
current Commission’s recommendation the ratio is 1 :9.4.
So, Sir, gradully we are narrowing down the gap. Even in
ideal condition the ratio is 1:10 but here we have reduced
it even below that andit is 1:9.4.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua-—Sir, in view of the present cost
of living index, as the Chief Minister has stated that the ratio
was 1: 23 in 1956, 1 :18.4 in 1964 and in 1974 it is 1 :9.4, but
as the cost of living index is increasing year after year aqd
this year it has reached the zenith is there any meaning in
narrowing down the ratio in fixing up the pay scales 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister— This has no
relation to the minimum needs of the officer. It IS o
principle. What should be the ratio between the highly
paid and the minimum paid officers ? Sir, that is a ques-
tion of principle, it has no relation fo the living standard.
So far as the living standard is concerned the Pay Com-

mission took into consideration all the factors to give 2
minimum standard of living.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound—Sir. the Chief Minister has
replied that the ratiois 1: 9.4, May I know from the
Chief Minister whether all other benefits besides the cash
emoluments to the higher paid personnel are also calcu-
lated in this ratio ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister:—Sir, all the
benefits which are called perquisites are not included 1n
this. The Hon’ble Member will appreciate that to an officer
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working with respounsibilities certain perquisites will have to
be provided.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound - Sir, is it known to the
Govt that if these are calculated actually the ratio comes
toal-e=31: 2

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister — That we have
not calculated, Sir.

Shri Jagannath Sinha - May I know from the hon'tle
Chief Minister whether the recommendations given by the
Pay Commission fall under the minimum wages or fair

wages or living wages ? 1In which category these recom men-
dations fall ?

Shri Szrat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister — We have taken
all these categories into considenation. We cannot say that
a particular wage has been taken into consideration in
fixing the minimum pay.

Shri Premadbar Bora—In consideration of the present
approved policy of socialism will the Govt. so far as the pay
structure is concerned, keep the ratio at 1:9 or the Govt. is
contemplating to further reduce the gap ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha Ch'ef Minister — Sir, there will be
an honest effort on our part to reduce the gap as much as
possible.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki -—The Chief Minister said that
they will try to lower the disparities. But what is the present

position of the Pay Commission’s report ? The first part has
shown its face a long time back; what ahout the second part ¢



Questions 18 March

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha Chi e
> Chief Minister—We expect 1o
it before the House. R place

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—»When ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha

—It is under consideration of the
Govt, and

as 500N as the copsideration is over within the
current session it will be placed before the Eouse,

1 i T L - 5 + . . .

Shri At_aur Rahman—7 e Chief Ministsr seid that in flxing
t_h? Iatiothetween the highest paid and the minimum paid
living standard has not been kept in mind, but considering

the high prices prevailing does not the Chief Minister think °

that the minimum paid employees will have 10 standard at all 7

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister—Sir I have pot
said that. Ev:rything has been taken into consideration.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia—Hon’ble Member Shri Khound
has said that the ratio is actually | : 31. Therefore, will the

Chief Minister place a sratement evaluating the frange benefits
enjoyed by the officers ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister—so far as the
perquisites that ara provided to tle officers are concerned,

those are essential, beecuse without them it is not possible 10
increase their efficiency.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — The Chief Minister has taken
the plea of responsibility in fixing uvp the ratio in the matter
~ of pay scales. Yes, we agree to that. But at the same time
will the Govt. say that those peeple of the lower strata.
the lower category of employees, have no responsibility ?
Without them can the Govt. tun? If not, why the gap

= ¥
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between tte hicher and lower scales cannot be minimised by
considering the declared policy of socialistic paitern of society
of the Govt. ?

Shri Sarat Chindra Sinha, Chief Minister — Sir. it is unfair
for Mr. Barua to construe what I have said that the lower
category of officers have no responsibility. They have equal
responsibility. But then, Sir, there is ceriain differenee between
the top officeis and the oflicers who work at the lower level
and that diffierence exis s sven in ideal condition and if Mr.
Khound has no objsction, even, in U.S.S.R.

Shri Dulal Chandra Knound —In canformity with the principle

of the Govt. has the Govt. fixed any ceiling on salary ? If
so, what is it ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister — It is Rs.2.100/-

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — The Chief Minister has said
that the pay sca‘es of All India Services have not been taken
into consideration. Will the Chief Minister say from what
exchequer we are to pay all these officers and from what

exchequer we are to pay the super time scale of pay that has
been enjoyed by these officers at the top of the administration.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister — Sir, they are

paid from our exchequer but somhow their pay fixation 1is
not within our purview.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — Whether the super time scale
is granted by the Govt. of India or the State Govt. ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister ~ Certain norms

are fixed by the Govt. of India and according to the norms
pay scales are fixed.
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Started Question no 345 was not put, the member
being absent.

Re ¢ North Eastern Council

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

+346. Will the Chief Minster be pleased to state —

(a) Whether it is a fact that the North Eastern Couxcil
has decided to take up the work for improving the road
communication between its members States ?

(b) If so, whether the Council has taken up the constuc-
tion of any new road or whether any old road has been

taken up for de selopment in the Assam State ?

(c) If so, what are those roads 9
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :

)—The Council has got no agency of its

346. (a) (b). & (c
improvement work

own for carrying out construction or
Such schemes benefitting more than oneé member

the Council will have to be taken
ts concerned, or other Central
ike the C.P.W.D. or Border
Roads. A tentative list of roads for improvement in Assam
has been prepared for consideration of the Council after
which formal sanction by the Central Government will be
required. ' The names of the road schemes are :—

of roads.
State and approved by
up by the State Governmen

Government Organisations 1

(a) Garampani -Lanka Road.

[l
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(2) Orang-Majbat-Rowta quarry Road.
(3) Azra-Rani-Mairang Road.

(4) Boko-Sonapahar Road.
(5) Mankachar-Sonapahar Road.
(6) Sonari Namtola Road.

(7) Dolguma-Damra Road ( Assam Portion )s
(8) Dwarband-Kolosib Road ( Assam portion ).

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky : Sir, it more than one year
now that we have heard about the list read out by the
hon’ble Chief Minister, and it is more than one year that
we have heard that the Government of India has given
Rs. 50 crores to the North Eastern Council for the deve-
lopment of the road communication in N. E. Region. May
I know from the hon’ble Chief Minister whether this Coun-
cil is actually functicning and whether they are actually
trying to develop the roads that have been given in the
list ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, they are ac-
tually functioning. As a matter of fact, for the purpose
of the roads development, a committee was constituted
with Mr. 8. K. Tibar, Adviser to the Governor of Manipur
as its Chairman. There are representatives from the diffe-
rent States on this Committee There was a meeting at
Imphal, so far as Assam is concerned, these roads have
been included.  These roads are now at th

i e various stages
of consideration.
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky : Sir, the hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter has stated that the NEC is functioning. May T know
from the hon’ble Chief Minister whether he is aware of
the reported newsitem that has appeared in the Newspaper
about the discussion in the Lok Sobha where the govern-
ment itself admitted that the NEC failed to create the
impact to the constituent States in the north eastern
region ?

Shri Sarat Ch Sinha (Chief Minister) : Let us hope tor
the best, Sir.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky : Sir, whether this reported
discussion of the Minister as well as the members in the
Parliament is correct and what is the Chief Minister’s
reaction to this ¢ Whether the NEC has ¢reated any impact

in this region ?

Shri Sarat Ch Sinha (Chief Ministery : We hope, Sir, that
it would create such an impaet,

Shri Premadhar ~Bora : Sir, is there any tentative list of
bridges like Silghat and others to be taken up by the

NEC 7

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, at the moment,
the roads are being included.

Shri Promod Ch. Gogoi : Sir, the Chief Minister has read
out the list of roads selected by the NEC for improve-
ment : whether any road was taken up by the NEC for
improvement during the current financial year ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, to my know-
ledge, no road has been taken up.

o
g )
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Shri Jagannath Sinha : Sir, the hon’ble Chief Minister has

read out a list of roads which have been taken up by

the NEC, Sir, it is known fact that Cacher every year ,
get cut off from the rest of the country and whether the

Chief Minister will take steps to suggest Cachar-Lumdirg

ro'd for inclusion in the list ?

Shri Sarat Ch Sinba (Chief Minister) : Sir, it is under
Bo-der Roads organisation and they are doing it.

TG «F R : oww qzivE, FE ERA R co @i 59 fire
T A2 e @R foesre 2 29 @ A AfeEle 290
A% AN ARTEAT foeqe wIwte feal ool «al g fe
W% afn 49 tzw R o ey ?
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Shri Dulal Ch. Khound : Sir, the Chijef Minister bas re-
plied let us hope for the best—. May I know fiom the

Chief Minister whether we will be able to be prepared
for the worsg ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) : No, Sir.
Shri Ataur Rahmap - Sir, is it correct that against the

reported plan of many crores, tne NEC has been alioted
only Rs. 30 Jakhs by the Centre 9

:hl’l :Sarz.xt Ch. Sinha (Chief Ministes) : Sir, many criticism
PPear in the Newspaper, What is the actual state of
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things ? The schemes are prepared and a particular scheme
1s sanctioned and approved, then, sometimes it is criticised
that only so much amount has been sanctioned. As a
matier of fact, the whole list is under examination at the

different stage. May be, one or two are dropped. But
there should not be any despair.

Shri Dulal Ch. Baruah : Sir, the NEC had been created

to take up certain common projects, By considering the
present ineffective functioning of this Council, do govern-
ment not consider it proper to get rid of this particular
organisation which is nothing but a gallaxy of officers im-
ported from outside without deing anything for the beter-
ment of this region ;

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha {Ch’ef Minister) : I have no know-
ledge that this is not functioning.

Shri Dulal Ch. Baruah : (Iam sorry to say that till today
the NEC’s existence itself is doubtful ; the existence is in

paper only and by considering the misnomer existence of
this organisation..---- (interruption)

Mr. Speaker : This remark is uncharitable.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, as this organisation has becone

most ineffective for the purpose for which it had been
created, will the government get rid of this ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) : No, Sir. Any new

organisation appears in the paper first and then it grows
on the ground. Its existence appear in the ground.

Shri Subhankar Singh ¢ Sir, Cachar is situated on the border
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of both Manipur and Mizoram. Do governmeat not think
it a ‘must’ to link up Cachar, rather Assam, with Manipur
and Mizoram by counstructing a road right from Jirighat
to Kolosiv via Lakhipur-Maniakhal which lie on the border
of Manipur and Mizoram ?

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha (Chief Minister) ; So far as the think-
ing is concerned, government is very serious.

Starred Question Nos. 347 & 348 were not put, the
members being absent.

Re : Sibsagar Regional Elementary Education Board.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked:

#349 :—Will the Minister of State Education be pleased
to state -

(a) Whether it is a fact that of late Government have
received complaint about the alleged corruption, nepotism
and favouratism in the matter of appointwent, transfer
etc. by the staff of Sibsagar Regional Elementary Educa-
tion Board ?

(b) If so, whether Government have made any enquiry
into these allegations ¢

(c) If not, the reasons thereof.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister of State for Education )
replied :
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349. (a}—No. But Secretary, State Board for Elementary
. Education has received only one Complain regarding
appoinment of one Smt. Bimali Saikai alias Renu Prova
Saikia in Sonari circle Tangia L. P. School under the
Preudoname B Group of Baker sufferers.

(b) & (c) — Does not arise.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, has the government received
any complaint from two lady teachers of that area about
alleged misbehaviour meted out to them by some officials
Secretary and the Addl. D.IL of schools in the month of
November/73 ?

Sari Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of State) : Sir, no such report
is received.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, is the government aware of the
fact that in regard to the appointment for both stipendary
and regular posts, some discriminstery practice has been
applied by the Secretary of the Board ard the Additional
D.I. of schools; if so, whether the governmecnt will take
action against these officers ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia—So far as I understand appointments
were made through the Regional Board. I do not think,

Addl. D.I. could interdere.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Is Government aware of the
fact that some officials of the Board indulged in misapp-

ropriation ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia—1It is true. .

L
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Shri Dulal Chandra Rarua— What is the amount involved
and who are responsible for this misappropriation ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia—Sir, regarding this I want a separate
question. But even then I can speak on it. Up till new
2 D. I s have been suspended and ore Head clerk has
also been suspended.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— What is the amount involved ?

Shri Hifeswar gaikia— The amount will be atout 57,000/-
and it may be more ; enquiry is going on.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua-May I know whether the D.
I.s and the Head clerk who were put under suspension
have been charge sheeted 7

Shri Hiteswar Saikfa—Sir, 2D. 1 s were suspended for-
merly and the Head clerk has been put under suspension
recently. It may be about a month or two back.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua— Whether the D.I. s who were
put under suspension have been charge sheeted ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia—Enquiry is going on in the matter
and action will be taken on the findings of the enquiry.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, out information is that the
D.I.s were suspended one or 2 years back. Will the Min-
ister tell us why they were not charge sheeted so long ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia—Sir, the question is regarding appo-
intment and transfer. Now the question of misappropriation
has come in. Even then 1 will look into the matter and
settle it as early as possible.
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Shri Jagannath Sinha - While giving the appointments to
the stipendary posts whether interview was taken and if
interview was taken in what way it was taken j

Shri Hiteswar Saikia—That report is not with me,
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Undisposed Starred Question dt 18.3.74

Re : R.C. C, Bridge over Bhelengi River
Shri Jalaluddin Ahmed asked :

*352. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be Pleased to state—

(a) When the construction of R, C, C. bridge over Bheleng;i
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(b) The reasons for delay in taking up the work after
the tenders where called ?

(c) Who have given tenders for construction of that bridge ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P. W. D.) replied :

352. (a)—The construction is expected to start early after
finalisation of the contract.

(b)—Due to poor responss from Contractors and submission
of high tender rate by all the tenderers.

(c)— The following three Contractors have submitted tenders,

i. M/S. Bridge and Building Construction Co. (P) Ltd.,
Shyama Prasad Mukharjee Road. Calcutta-28.

2. M/S.Assam Government Construction Corporation Ltd.,
Rupnagar Gauhati—7

3. Shri D.D. Sarma, B. Sc. (Engg.) Tokobari, Gauhati-j
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Re : Regional Engineering Cellege, Silchar
Shri Suranjan Nandi: asked

* 355, Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Regional Engineering College, Silchar has been
functioning and where it is situated 7

(b) How many staff including the Principal are appointed
and are working and where their Head Quarters is situated 5

(c) What is the annual Expenditure on that account and
total expenditure as far incuired by Government under
different sub-heads ?

(d) Whether Government of India have earmarked any fund
for the said Engineering College and whether this is drawn
and spent and if so, howy

(¢) How many students are reading in this College and
if not why not ? :

Shri Harendranath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :
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355.(a) —The reply already given at (a) of starred question
No. 144 in the current session may be seen.

(b) -19, 17 are working at present with Head Quarter at
Silchar.

(c) —The annual expenditure on staff salary etc, is about
Rs. 1.00 Lakh. For total expenditure the reply given at (b) of
starred question No. 144 in the current session may be seen.

(d)—The reply given at (d) (2) of starred question No. 144
as abuve may be seen.

(e)—The admission of students into Regional Eagineering
College has not been started due to non-availability of In-
structional {acilities.

Re : Agricultural Farm at Kuslaiguri

Shai Golok Chandra Patgiri asked :

*356 Will the- Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there is any Agriculture Farm at Kuslaiguri

under Manikpur Development Block in Kokrajhar Subdivi-
sion ?

(b) If so. what is the acrage of the farm and whether
it is functioning satisfactorily ?

(c) Whatis the total production of wheat, mustard Seeds,
Jute and Ahu paddy in 1972-73 and 1973-74 7

(d) Whether there is any proposal for a farming Corpo-
ration ?
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Shri Upendra Das (Minister Agriculture) replied :

356. (a)—There is no Agricultural Farm at Kuyslaiguri under
Manikpur Development Block in Kokrajhar gubdivision.

(b) —Does not arise. :\,

{c)—Does not arise.

id)—There is no proposal at present.

Re: Pending Suits in Goalpara Muygsiff Court .
Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani asked ;
#357. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state— v

(a) The member of suits against the State, Assam NOW
pending in Goalpara Munsiff Court in which the State of
Assam has not filed written statement within one Year

from the date of filing the suit ?

(b) The number of suits against the State of Assam DOW
pending in Goalpara-Munsiff Court in which the State of
Assam has not filed written statement within one year and
six months from the date of filing the suit?

(¢) The number of.sa_id sui's in  which the Gavernment &
has not filed W.S. within two years from the date of filing

the suits ?

(d) Whether the Government propose to take steps SO
that W.S. are filed within six months from the date of the
receipt of the summons for the sake of speedy disposal ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Law) replied :

357. (a)—49.
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(b}—20.
(c)—2.

(d)—Necessary instructions are being issued to all the Deyart-
ments concerned for furnishing the materials specdily for
preparation of written statement.
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Re : Appointment of Senior Counse]

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

* 359. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

(a) Whether a Senior Counsel has been appointed by the
Government of Assam at New Delhi to conduct Govern-
ment cases before the Supreme Court ?
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(b) If so, the name of the Advocate and the terms of
his appointment ?

Shri Syed Ahmel Al Minister, Law) replied :
239. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.

Mr. Speaker : Tho question hour is over, Now, we come to
next item Voting on demand for grants.

Sari Paramananda Gogoi, Minister, Revenue : Sir, on the
recommendition of the Governor of Assam, | beg to move
that a sum of Rs. 3,10,66,000 be granted to the Minister-in-
chsrge to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year cnding the 31st March,1975
for the administration of the head ‘229 Land Revenue”,

S 5™ ST AT WEle, @B Az PIeER @S R
T BAT PR O edqr 3Gq @wlg (3R SHIAT  FEE] |
AEHY WA 8R-Ye  HPIa v -l R’ el 9 999 RIS
AW ¥4 GAT 9 0,0v,000 i, «Bitm i 331 267 |

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Si+, 1 move that the tofal pr-

ovision of Rs. 31066000 under Grant No. 7, Major

head “229-Land Revenue”, at pages 42-60 of the Budget,
be reduced to Rs. 1 1e the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 3,1066,000. do stand reduced to i.s. 1.

Shri Premodhar Bora :Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the total provision of Rs.3,10,66,000 under Grint No. 7.
Msjor Head ““229- Land Revenue” at pages 42-60 of the
Budget, be reduced to Rs. 100, i. e. the amount of the whole
grant of Rs 3,10.66,0"0 do stand reduced to Rs. 100.00

Mr. Speaker s Cut Motion moved.

!

P -
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, my suggestion was to move
both the Demands for Grants i.e. Grant No. 7 and 63
together as both are under Land Revenue.

Shri Paramananda Gogoi, Minister, Revenue : Both the Grants
are not relevant. Let us move separately.
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(Mr. Dy. Speaker vacated the Chair at 11.25 A.M. and Mr.
Speaker occupied it)

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in support of the
cut motion I would like to make a few observations. I
shall try to be as brief as possible. Sir, land revenue is
a most important subject we are dealing with. It is so
important that the attention of the House should be paid
to it as iar as possible. Sir. the history of human civi-
lization is closely connected with the history of land. Man
is born. on land, lives on land and dies on land and his
body is merged with land. So, it is a most important
subject The fundamental principle of progressive land re-
form is this that the actual tiller of the soil, the man
behind the plough, should get land. That is the funda-

mental  principle on which different progressive land
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legislations are made. Sir, there is a class of people who since
the pre-historic pericd were trying to get all the benefits
out of land, and as a result of struggle over land monarcy
came into existence, and so many world wars were fought
on land disputes. Now, those people who have got vested
interest on land are trying to maintain the status quo, and
that is why we made some progressive land legisiations.
In our State and many other States in India we passed
legislation on ceiling of land holdlng and we have a ceil-
ing of 50 bighas. Under the Act nobody is allowed to
retain more than 50 bighas of land and in principle we
supported that. But even within the ceiling we are to sce
whether all the owners of land upto the maximum of 50
bighas are agriculturists or nof. My contention is that evep
within the ceiling limit 50% of the land owners are abs-
entee landlords and we have not made any survey about
this. Lakhs and lakhs of people are allowed to retain 50
bighas of land-some even keep more lands surrepticiously
even though they are not agriculturists, For instance, many
Government officers drawing salaries more than 500/- p.m.
have agricultural land. Many Doctors who are earning
thousands of rupees per month, many engineers, many in-
dustrialists, many capitalists having occupations otker thap
agriculture are having land of their own, agricultural Jangd,
All these reople are living in towns and cities they are absentee
landlords having agricultural land in the rural areas and the
tenants are cultivating land producing crops and these so called
owners are getting the lion’s share this is being allowed
by law. We have made the legislation that all persong
having agricultural land are allowed to have a maximupp
of 50 bighas of land and a nonagriculturist is also allowed
to retain 50 bighas of land. That is not justified. Sjr,
a Ceiling. Bill was introduced in this House and I suk-
mitted one amendent wherein I said that a non-agriculturist
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should not be allowed to keep more then 10 bighas
of land. The ceiling limit for a mon-agriculturist or a man
having occupations other than agriculture should not be
alloved to retain more than 10 bighas of land but in our
ceiling law everybody is allowed to have 50 bighas of land.
It is absured ; it is unjustified. So, my eontention is this :
The ceiling law should te anended. A non agriculturist,
I mean, a person having occupations other then agricul-
ture, all government officers drawing more than 500 rupees,
all doctors, all engineers, all industrialisis, all traders or
businessmren having a certain amount of capital should not
be allowed to have agricultural land. Unless and until
this ceiling law is amended we cannot give land to the
actual tillers of the soil. As the position stands right
now, 50% of the agriculiural land belong to the nen-agri-
cultural people and I can prove it. Let there be a :ur-
vey on it, let there be a survey in every revenue village,
let there be a survey about all the persons having occu-
pations other than agriculture but having land upto the
extent of 50 bighas of land or more than that, let there
be a full survey of it and let there be a legislaiion ac-
quring all these land belonging to non-agricultural people,
Then again, Sir, I come to the next poini-that is, the
tenanis  Sir, in 1971, again T am to come to the Goak-
para Tenancy Act, the problem of which was discussed
times without number with the Chief Minister, with the
Revenue Minister and with all other officers concerned
but [ am sorry to say that they could not take appro-
priate action in this regard. [ am afraid, either they could
not realise the gravity of ithe problem or they have just
avoided the issue. In both the cases the Revenue Depart-
ment ig guilty. The problem is this, Sir. Again T would
like to repeat in the House: In 197] by an amendment
of the Goakpara Tenancy Act and the Sylbet Tenancy
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Act Adhiara was given the right of tepanis. That is the
definition of ‘‘Adhiars” was amended to the effect *“‘tenant”
shall include Adhiara also. As the legal position stands
right now, the Adhiars are tenants according to law and
they cannot be evicted as they were previously. When the
status of tenants is given to the Adhiars the legal conse-
quence should be this that these Adhiars i.e. tenants should
get a record of right in their names. They should get
Khatians in their names, but these Khatians were finalised
long before 1971 that is, by 1965 or 1966; the survey sett-
lement opzration in the district of Goalpara was completed
at that time. The Adhiars were not in the picture. Their
names were not recorded in the Khatian. Subsequently
when in 1971 they have given the status of tenants to
these people, Govt. ought to have taken steps for recording
the names of Adhiars They should have started a survey
and settlement operation for recording the names of the
Adhiars but in spite of repeated requestes to the Govern-
ment they paid no heed to it either deliberately or through
ignorance. Sir, in this connection, many correspondence
was made and the Chief Minister assured and he, so far
as I know, directed the Revenue Minister and the Revenue
Department to take steps but they did not take any step
what soever. Itis a very simple matter under the provision
of the Goakpara Tenancy Act. The Department can right
now issue one circular and one executive order that is
required and nothing else no amendment, no legistation,
No difficulty at all. Simply one executive order from the
Revenue Secretary...... but they have not done it. The result
is that the Adhiara have been evicted. It this connection,
I addressed a letter to the Chief Minister and the Revenue
Minister wherein I stated, while the govt is absolutely callous
in implementation of the relevant provisions of the Act for
safeguarding the legitimate right of the Adhiars, the

~—t
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landlords aided and abeted by the police are cut to evict the
Adhiars forcibly taking advantage of absence of any record
of-right in the names of Adhiars. They have been subje-
cted to extreme harassment — physically tortuted— arrested and
charge sheeted in false and manufactured criminal cases. Put
there is no result uptil now. The Revenue Dep=rtment is sleep-
ing so to say. They did not take any step, The other day we
got one amendment of Temporary Settled Areas Tenancy
Act; that was a very good Act and we submitted one am-
endment to this amendment. On principle we support this
amendment no doubt but then what is about this Goa-
kpara Tenancy Acts This would not solve the problem
unless and until the fundamental problem is solved. The
fundamental problem is record of right in the names of
the Adhiars. That is the fundamental thing. If we could
have got this record of right in the names of the tenants
in time them this amendment safaguarding the rights of
the tenants would not have been required. Because we
failed to give that record of right, that is, the Khatian,
that is why the question of safeguarding their position has
arisen. So, unless and until we give record of right in
their names this amendment will not help. The owners
will go to courts and have a decree in his favour and the
Government cannot go or this Temporary Settled Areas
Tenancy Act or any other Act cannot go against the
decree of the Court. So, this will not give the permanent
solution. This amendment of the Temporary Settled Areas
Tenancy Act will not give the permanent solution.

It is just a temporary relief; it is just a temporary sa-
feguard. So, sir, my suggestion is that this fundamental
thing-record of rights—should be given immediately. Sir,
so far as the district of Goalpara is concerned, that can
be done immediately by an exscutive order from the Revenue
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Secretary. Sir; with these few observations and with the
hope that the actual tillers of the soil, the man behind
the plough, will get the land and the tenants will be safe-
guarded from dispossession the Revenue Dcpartment should
be abit up and doing. Sip, T think this Department is
dealing with the most important subject. But unfortunately
I am sorry to-say that the Hon’bie Revenue Minister per-
haps is not taking much interest [ have a very high
imporession of him. Rut unfortunately that impressior s
just vanishing day by day. Sir, I hope the Revenue Min-
ister will rejuvenate himself up to the occasion and that jg
up to him to consider and with these few words, sii, [
conclade.
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The following amounts were drawn by the Collector and
paid to the Sub-deputy collectors and Land Acquisition
officers for disbursement but their disbursment could not
be verified as there was no entries in the Cash book and
the payees receipt.
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Rs. 1.58 lakhs were paid to the person§ other than the
claimants and awardees.
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As the Patta Number was not quoted in the Chitas pre-
pared fur the respective land acquisition cases, the validity
of ihe title of the claimants to the lands is not ascertainable.
And in Nowgong district, about Rs. 19-79 lakhs for patta
lands was paid without showing the patta number.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Mr. Speaker, Sir, in support of
the cut motion under this particular head of Land Revenue
I want to make a few observations. Sir, Government
declard policy is to give land to the landless people and
this new Government under the leadership of the present
Chief Minister was very vocal in declaring the policy to
give land to the landless pessants and that reformatory
meassures were going to taken in the matter of settlement
of land. But what is the result of all these declarations ?
Have any such measure has been taken so far? Is there
any progress for rehabilitation of the landless people or
is there any progress in the implementation of the land
reform policy ? Sir, the result in these two fronts is nil.
Sir, I want to quote certain figures to show how and in
what was the so-called progressive Government is acting pro-
gressively. Sir, as per Government statistics the number
of landless people in the year 1971-72 was 4.2 lakhs, in
1972-73 it was 4.9 lakhs and in the year 1973-74 it has
jumped to 6.2 lakhs. It clearly shows that this Govern-
ment in stead of giving land to the landless peasants, in
the name of clearing the reserve forests and the V.G.R
and P.G.R,, they have evicted the people. This Govern-
ment have compelled the people to resort to illegal course
viz encroachment etc. Sir, there is limitation to everything.
I have been approaching this sg-called benign Government
for last 12 years for rehabilitation of certain erosion affected
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people of my constituency belonging to Scheduled caste
and other backward classes. These people, numbering 472
families were affected by the erosion of Brahmaputra in
1965 ; they were living on the railway embankment and
abandoned dyke. I have been approaching the Govern-
ment times without number the Govt. for their rehabilita-
tion. Every time I got assurance but nothing was done. I
approached all officers of Government including the Minister,
Revenue and even the Chief Minister. But sir, it is very
much unfortunate that on last 14th the Chief Minister has
given a reply at the instance of Revenue Depariment. These
people were given land at Malpara. The S.D.C. was deputed
by the deputy Commissioner there. The S.D.C. went there
and reported that rehabilitation is not possible. Then they
were given at Kakojan. But the S.D.C. Golaghat objected
that it will nct be possible to give them cultivable land;
only the homne stand land could be given. Ultimately D.C.
suggested that these people are to be settled scmewhere
else in the tea garden land and accordingly the matter
was taken up with the Tea garden management. I wrote
to the Chief Minister about this and the Chief Minister,
at the instance of the Reveaue Department has given a
misleading reply. Is it on political consideration that these
people are not being rehabilitated ? I am not gomg to
Chief Minister any more; I am going to take the law in
my own hand. I will see how much strength the Govt.
has ? How long the people will stay on tbe railway dyke ?
Government is ready to form suger corporation. But till
to-day these people could not be rehabilitated becaused
the Govt. is handicapped by the Celling Act.,, Government
have govt. rules and regulation, but they are not in a

position to do anything for these people. They are dan-
cing at the tune of the capitalists. Sir, for last 12 years
these people have been approaching the Government with

'
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their folded hands for their rehabilitatior. The Revenue
Minister and the Chief Minister would say that they should
have patience. But for how long people will tolerate this
and have patience,

<5

That is why all the people who have been evicted from
Bahami and Dayang reserve became the victim of the cir-
cumstances. And for that Govt. is responsible. Sir, I
will cite an example. It is a simple instances and that is
about Cachar Sugar Mill. A portion of land belonging
to Badarpur Tea Estate and that land has been declared
by the Deputy Commissioner as ‘surplus’ land and has been
alloted to the Cachar Sugar Mill. The owner of the land
did not care the Deputy Commissioner. He came direct
to the Revenue Minister and filed an appeal and the
therefore the papers are kept pending by the Govt. ins-
pite of repeated reminders, is and by the D.C.from time
to time. This is a serious lapse on ineffectiveness on the
part of the Revenue Minister or on the part of the Govt.
as they are dealing with the land reform policy. If this
is the attitude of the Govt. and it they wait for 5 year’s
time to be passed and come out again with some prapa-
ganda to occupy the Gadhi again then I have nothing to
say. My friend is correct in saying that so many amend-
ments were passed in the Assembly for giving benefit to
the cultivators or peasants—but what has happened to those
amendments or acts ? I will show here Sir, how the Govt.
is functioning. In the year 1973-74 94 murder cases took
place in the State. These are all cases of brutal murders
and the murdered persons were the peasants. Who mur-
dered them ¢ The landlords murdered them and that js,
after the adhiere act was passed. What Govt. is doing
to protect the adieres ? NOthing. The Govt. could not
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protect the lives of the peasants. Now, if they say that
they are anxious to bring up the teanants nobody will
have any faith on them. Sir, apart from that we have been
hearing that this Govt. is very much keen to help the
poor peasants and therefore they have established a Far-
ming Corporation and so on. But [ am rather doubtful
whether these are actually in existence. One thing we
know about this Govt. That is, they are driving out peo-
ple from their own soil in the name of ‘forest reserve’ or
Grazing reserve’ on various pretext and on the other hand
they are giving shelter to outsiders. In the North Bank
outsiders along with fireigners are allowed to stay but our
own been telling this to the Govt. to take of the situa-

tion but nothing so far been done. !n Darrang and North

Lakhimpur all the surplus lands are under the occupation
of foreigners and these are all illegal occupation. I know
Sir, certain cases in North Lakhimpur, which is my birth
place that the landless people could not get the lands yet
as these are occupied by outsiders. Our Govt. is not in
a position to take back the lands from the outsiders due
to their slackness and inactivity. Sir, in the name of pre-
servation of forest lands, in the name of preservation for
V.G.R. we are evicinting our own people but we cannot
take effective steps against others. In the Revenue Deptt.
we have got so many officers, Secretary, Under Secretary,
Director, Joint Djrector and so on but if we compare the
out-turn than we will find it is in a complete mess. I
want to know from the hon. Chief Minister or Minister of
Revenue in the context of the land ceiling amendment act
how much land is now available for giving settlement to
the landless people of the State ? Since Govt. has given

assurance to the people that excess lands will be taken
again from the richer section and distrlbuted amongst the
poor people, If thisisthe Govt. policy than why it could

A
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not be materialised yet. The other day the Chief Minister
said that there are some difficulties falling .in tween. If
this be so then is it mot a complete helplessness of the
Govt. in the hands of bureaucrats and capitalists. In my
constituency also the same thing is happening. Lands to
the landless are not given, But should we tolerate all these
things ? We are telling the Govt. about it for the lastso
many years. Now, we are not going to tolerate any mere.
I shall show my strength. I requested the Govt. about the
land scttlement but as I am a member of the Opposition,
I was not given any importance. But we are not 20Ing
tolerata any more. '

Now Sir, I am coming another aspect that is amount
land compensation. Simply I want to remind the Assamese
proverb — itz (A qTF AT WRIE R g ek wwg 1 This
Govt. under the leadership of Chief Minister and Revenue
Minister who called them socialists are betraying their own
people, The Revenue Minister is coming of a peasant’s
family.

Therefore, I must say that this Government has no moral
right to deprive the people from their legitimate claim. I
caution the Government that if this matter is not settled
up within 31st March, 1974 we must call those sufferers
to come and show their ugly faces before the Government
in various constitutional forms. Mr. Choudhury has pointed
out that the efficiency of the administration is practically
nil.

Sir, I have already stated that a huge arrears of land
revenue is pending before the Government in the form of
local rates in various districts and sub-divisions.



62 Voting on Demaads for Grants 18 Mareh

These are as follows :—

1. Silchar Sub-division— Rs. 65,94,658.44
2. Karimganj Sub-division— Rs. 9,90.498.52
3. Hailakandi Sut-division— Rs. 5,27,585.97
4, Xamrup District— Rs. 1,28 lakhs.
5. North Lakhimpur

Sub—divisi_on—-— Rs. 36.46 lakhs.
6. Sib-sagar District — Rs. 46.38 lakhs.
7. Nowgong District — Rs. 56.46 lak\hs.

In this way, huge arrears of land revenue are accumula-
ting and the Government is not in a position to realise
those amount.

Mr. Speaker : How long you will take to finish.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir. only one point more. Iam
going to finish, Sir, I fully agree with the expression ex-
pressed by my hon. colleague Mr. Goswami. This report
which was endorsed to the House and the House through
a resolution decided as to what action is to be taken by
the Government with in six months from today. They have
violated it by dishonouring the prestige of the House. This
Government has pointed out in the Bhatnagar Committee
to enquire into the matter and submit its report within
30th November, 1963, But no report has been submitted
as yet and no action has been taken. Mr- Speaker, Sir,
I have got nothing to say more but only one thing I must
say that this Government who has got no respect to
the democracy, who has got no respect to the House
and who has got mno respect of their own—
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this Government can never do any good not only for the
themselves but for the people in general. With these few
observations I support the Cut Motion.

Mr. Speaker : The House stands adjourned till 2.30 P.M.
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Matter Under Rule 301

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :Mr, Speaker Sir, I want to raise
a discussion under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure and Con-
duct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly relating to
the news item appearing in the Dainik Assam, dated 17th
February, 1974 under the Caption “@Girai=i3 b2 S Fww
csifFg wferatst,” In this connection, Sir, you will very well
remember that I have raised this matter in November Session
too. At that time the Government assured the House that the
Government is taking necessary steps for removing the ano.
malies, particularly; the demands of the employees would be
redressed. Even after that, the Management is trying to shift
its headquarter from Jorhat to Calcutta, If this is so, then we
have got strong opposition against it. Apart from this, the
tea experimental station here not only cater the need of diff-
erent tea estates here in Assam, it also cater the need of the
entire northern India. When we are trying to develop our
tea indust:y, this exparimental station is a must here in ‘Assam.
Therefore, the conspirecy that is going on in this regard and
the Management, at the instance of certain high ups, they
are going to shift this organisation, the very centre of tea
experinent, from bere to outside the state. This cannot be
tolerated at all. Sir. you know it very well that this organi-
sation was one of the best organisation in India: Apart from
the preventive side of the tea industry, it also improves and
helps breeding, from time to time. From this side also, the
future of our tea industry is very bright here in Assam. Ag
we are thinking, the Government also is thinking in-general
term to take over such tea gardens under Tea Corporation,
If this experimental centre is shifted from here to some other
places of outside Assam, it will be very difficult on our
part to have such kind of station here in the State of Assam.
Therefore, I want to know from the Government, whether
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the Govt. has instituted any enquiry ? If it is so, what is the
present position of the enquiry, whether Govt. has already
received the enquiry report from the enquiry committee?
More so, whether Govt. is in know of the things that the
Management is, now, trying to shift the headquarter of
this Toklai Tea Experiment station from here to cutside the
state? and No. 3, that the employees, who are working
here under this particular organisation, are allowed to suffer
in verious means? Though the employees are demanding to
remove such kind of grievances, the Management did not pay
any heed. Therefore, I want to know whether the Government
is firm in taking action against this shifting from Jorhat to
outside like many other local industrial headquarter, which
are instead of locating here in Assam and other organisations
like Regional Research Iaboratory, the headquartar of which
is located at Deradun, the Petro-Chemical Coj; plex, which is
proposed to be set up at Bongaigaon, the headquarter is
situated ‘at Boroda. They are appointing people from outside
the state against this particular project and later on they are
adoptiong a system that these people will be transferred from
here and thereby they are depriving the legitimate right of the
local people. I think, the Govt. will never agree to this proposal
to shift the headquarter of the Toklai Tea Experiment station
from here to some other place. If at all they do not listen t.o
the Government at their own initiative, I think, the matter is
to be taken up with the Government of India and we must
keep the headquarter here, which is a benefit to the different
industrial developmenent here in the State of Assam.
Therefore, with these words I have brought this matter 10
this House.

st © IS 3 — ST TCZR, ARl ARTI GHACSS AfATY AGH ENZT
137 Wi® AP CEDNIIE (GTLATeNS SiAEd] (FHF WA Aq ﬂfiﬁiz
%512 fomrta Franw Fface 31 @bl o BArAq Ifafee | AR AMS A
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Mr. Speaker :—Order, order Let the minister finish his
Statement.
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Mr. Speaker; The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m.
tOmOorrow.

The House then adojourned at 550 p,m. till 10 A.m on
Tuesday, the 19th March, 1974,

P. D. Borua,
Dispur Secretary, Legislative Assembly
18-3-74. Assam,



