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NG

Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the
fifth General Elections -under the
Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur,
Guahati- at 10 A.M.on Tuesday, the 19th March, 1974. with
the Hon’ Speaker in the Chair, 10 (Ten) Ministers; 3 (three)
Miaisters of State, 77 (Seventy Seven) members. present.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Date ; 19 March, 1974
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: Re : Creation of District and Subdivisions A
Shn Ataur Rahman asked :

#361. Will the Chtef Mm:ster be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the assurance held out by him that a com-
mittee would be constituted to go into the question of
various demands for the creation of new District and
Subdivisions in the State has been implemented ?



6 ' Questions 19 March

(b) If not, when the Government propose to proceed
wit.. the work ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) replied :
361. (a)— Yes. |

(b) Does not arise.

Shri Ataur Rahman — Sir, In Dainik Asom, there was a
news item that a committee has been appointed. Is it

correct ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Mintster) — Yes, Sir.

Shri Ataur Rahman — If so, what are the terms of reference
of the said committee and what is the timing by which
the committee is required to submit the report ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (C.M.) Sir, the terms of reference
of the' committee aie to look into the feasibility of consti-
tution of the different districts and subdivisions, The date by
which its report is to be submitted is September 30, 1974.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — May I know who are the
members of the said committee ?

Shri Sarat Chandra (C.M.):—Shri. D.R. Kohli, I.C.S., Dy.
Chairman, Planning Board, Assam Chairuzan the Commissioner
of plains Division Assam, Gauhati — Member, and the
Secretary to the Govt. of Assam P.W.D. (R & B) —Membcr

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed - Sir, what are the 1erms of refe-
rence of the said Committee ¢

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha(C.M.) —Sir, I have already replied
to that.

e
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1974 Questions 7

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi — Sir, the Government
has constituted a committee to go into the question of
various demands for creation of mnew districts and sub-
division. May I know what are the guiding principles
suggested by the Government for examination by the said
commitiee ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (C.M.) Sir, the committee will
examine all aspects of the pertaining to the problem.
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (C.M.) — The committee will
examine all aspects of the matter.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — Sir, whether the Government
has" advised the committec to examine the question genera-
lly or specific instructions have been given concerning
certain districts and subdivisions only ?

Shri Sarat.Chandra Sinha (C:M.)—:Generally and also specific-
ally, Sir, because specific demands are also there. From
the administrative point of view, it might be advisable to
consider some those proposals.
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinba (C.M.) — Sir, once 1 read them,

more demands will be coming in. However, they are :—
Districts

1. Conversion of Barpeta subdivision into a district.

2. Creation of North Kamrup district with headquarters
at Nalbari/Bajali.
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Conversion of Mangaldoi subdivision into a district.

- Conversion of Sibsagar subdivision into a district.
Conversion of Golaghat subdivision into a district.
Creation of district in South Goalpara.

ol e e S

Subdivisions.
1. Creation of subdivision at Abbayapusi in Goalpara
district.
2. Creation of subdivision ‘at Moran in Sibsagar- district.
3. Creation of subdivision at Sonari in Sibsagar distict.
4. Creation of subdivision at Naharkatiya in Dibrugdrh
. disgrict. .
5. Creation of Subdivision at Hojai in Nowgong district.
6. Creation of subdivision at Majuli in Sibsagar district.

7.. Creation of subdivision at Tangla, Udalguriiand Biswa-
nath chariali in Darrang district.

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury — Sir, is tkere any possi-
bility of having a subdivision in South Kamrupy

Mr. ‘Jpcaker ~ The commlttee w1ll look into 1t

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury — Will the Chief Mlmster
a specific reply ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Smha (C.M.) — Sir, you have already
replied. -

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed--Sir, whether Government will consider ;

setting up a subdivision in South Bank of Dhubri ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha : Chief Minister. — Sir, the reply
is there. :

o~
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Mr. Speaker : If you had stuck to your reply given in (b)
then this would not have arisen.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki s Sir, this shows the utter dis-
regard being shown by the Minister to the Member of the hon-
ourable House. In reply to (b) the minister has stated that
the Government has not taken any action in the matter of
construction of the S.D.C’s howse and then he has said that
the estimate of the house has been submitted to the P.W.D.
Why there are apparent contrudictions in the Minister’s
reply ?
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Shri Paramananda Gogoi, Minister : Sir, I have said that we
have asked for estimate and other things. We have not taken
any measure for construction of the house yet but primary
thing is that unless we have estimates of a particular buil-
ding we cannot construct the House.

Mr. Speaker: I keep it pending for further information. -

Re : Appleals before Hon. High Court
Shri Balabhadra Das asked :
*363. Wiil the Minister, Law be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government has taken any effective steps to
find out for whose fault several appeals before Houn’ble
High Court were dismissed by order dated 14th March,
1973 passed in F.A (T) 473to F.A (T) 509 of 1971 by the

Honourable Gauhati High Court ?

(b) Whether Government is aware that the Hon’ble High
Court in its. judgment specifically held that some persons
are responsible for the delay in filing the appeals ?

(c) If so, what steps are going to be taken against the per-
sons responsible and when ¢

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister, Law ) replied :

363, (a)— The matter is under examination®of the Govern-
ment. :

(b)—Ne.

(c)—Doges not arise in view it reply to (a) above.
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S/ 1i Balabhadra Das : How long more the Minister will take
to counsider and think over the mattery ‘

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Mipister : When the proper examina-
tion is over then the Government will take action.

Shri Balabhadra Das : But during the course of examination
by the Govt. some of the persons who might have been
involved may be prom»ied or some of them may even retire.
So, whether the Govt. feel that if immediate action is not
taken then nothing will come out ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister : Until such time as appro-
priate action is not taken against the persons at fault, the
process of promotion or demotion, as usual, according to
rule will continue, s

Shri Balabhadra Dass Whether the Government have found
out any prima facie case against anyone ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister ; - Sir, I have already said that
this is under examination and this is a very delicate matter
involving legal implications because a judgement has been
given by the Hon’ble High Court. Therefore, we must movs
very cautiously so that we do not place ourselves in cohtempt
of Court.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, there are two aspects: One
is complacency on the part of these people who have been
entrusted with the filing of the appeals and No. (2) delay
in filing appeals. In that respect what is the difficulty on
the part of the Government to fix up responsibility on the
officers at fault ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister: That is the main point.
We are to find out at what Jevel the delay was made and by




14 Questions 19 March

whom since in the judgement dclivered by the Hon’ble High

Court it has not been specifically mentioned that such and -

such persons are responsible for delay in filing the appeals.

Shri Manabendra Sarma : May I know from the Minister
whether the appeal was dismissed at the time of admission
of the appeal or after hearing the appeals ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister : The appeal was filed for
condoning the limitation of time.

Shri Manabendra Sarma : Whether the condonation of delay
was condoned by the Hon’ble High Court ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister : That is the main case here.
That was dismissed. That condonation was not accepted by
the Hon’ble High Court.

Shri Santi Ranjan Dasgupta: Sir, in reply to question
1a) the Minister has said that the matter is under examination
‘of the Government. How then there can be a reply of ‘No
in answer to (b) ? How can there be such a categorical
reply ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Alj, Minister : Sir, may I draw the attention
of the Hon’ble Member to question (b) wherein it was asked,
‘Whether Government is aware that the Hon’ble High Court
in its judgment specifically held that some persons are res-
ponsible for the delay in filing the appeals’? [n reply to
that I have said, ‘No’—there has not been any specific obser-
vation by the High Court.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, who are the persons entrusted
with filing of appeals ?
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister: Sir, in the Court, in the
matter of filing the appeals, the Senior Government Advocate
is entrusted but in preparing the appeals and Law Depart-
ment and ths Railway Depatment all are involved.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : May I know the date of receipt of
the legal opinion from the Law Departmeat ?

Mr. Sreaker :  There were several appeals.
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Shri Balabhadra Das : Sir, whether the Hon’ble Minister is

aware that there was a delay of 10 days in filing these appeals
and the Hon’lbe High Court held that ‘if the delay in corre-

spondence and usual p-ovement of files in Govt. Departments
is taken as sufficient cause for condonation of delay in filing

an appeal, it will mean giving premium to negligence of Gove-
rnment officers and departments in performance of their du-
ties ! Whether the Government is aware of that ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister : Sir, we have got the judg-

ment and that is with me also but the latter part of his
question is his opinion.
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Shri Manabendra Sarma : = The Minister has stated that they

had filed appeals for condonation of delay. What was the
ground for condonation of delay ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, there are many gro-

unds.. Some of the grounds, so far I remember, were non-
paymen of the cost in time and delay in filing.

Shri Dulal Char‘.dra Barda :— Sir, the Hon’ble ' High Court in
its judgment specifically held that some rersons of the Govt.
Deptts. are responsible for the delay in filing the appeals.
Sir, in view of this, - may I know from  the Fon’ble Mini-
ster ‘what was . the difficulty on the part of the Govt. to fix

up the responsibility for who-e faulis delay took place in
filing the appeals

hri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, as I have stated, three
deptt.,, Revenue Deptt., Central Railway D:ptt. and our Law

Deptt are invulved & the matter is under examination of thc
Govt. :

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki:— Sir, while appointing
Govt. pleaders, more weightage is. given on political consi-
deration than the efficiency of the pleaders and that is why

they failed to file the appeals in time. May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister, whether it is a fact or. not ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) s— Sir, that is a different
question. ‘

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki ;= No, sir, it is nota sepa-
rate question. My question is that the Govt, pleaders,
appointed by the Govt., failed to submit it in time because
the Govi. give more weightage on political consideration

while “appointing pleaders than their efficiency. I want to
know whether it is a fact ?

shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) :— Sir, it is not a fact.
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Shri Jagannath Sinha :-Sir, while submitting applications,
they had to deposit money through Treasury Challans. May I
know from the Hon’ble Minister whether that money, which
were deposited, will be refunded to them or that will be kept
as unemployed tax ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) ;: —Sir, I do not remember
the exact position. This I shall have to enquire into.
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister)— Government have
not imposed any unemployment tax.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki— I am very sorry I could not
make you understand. The question is that Govt. has collected
money from unemployed youths in the frame of treasury
Challan for different employment schemes, but when there was

no employment whether the Govt. is going to refund those
amounts ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha. (Chief Minister) - That was done

long before. After the assumption of office by us this fee has
been abolished.
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister—I am refarring to
the Govt. and not to the Public Service Commission.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—The other day the Registrar
of Coperatives advertised for some posts and the candidates
submitted treasury challans. Each and every time they have
applied for a post they have submitted the treasury Challans.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister—Once they have
paid the fees subsequently they are not to pay.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — How the Govt. is maintaining the
record ? All the candidates applying for a post are to submit
treasury challan or postal order each and every time. Then
how the Govt. is maintaining the record ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, Chief Minister-- A reference to
previous payment will be sufficient.

Re : Bridge over Kolong

Shri Pitsing Konwar asked :
366. Will the Minister, P.%.D. (R &.B.) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Government is paying proper attention for
repairing and maintaining the P.W.D. bridge over Kolong
at Haibargaon just in front of the Court Building ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that one portion of the bridge is slant-
ing and there is every chance of accident ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister P. W. D. (R. & B.) replied :

366. (a) — Yes.

(b)—Yes. As the bridge is open for pedestrain and Rickshaw
traffic only there is no chance of accident for such traffic.
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Shri Pitsing Konwar—Sir, the fact is otherwise. It is an old
bridge and people use the bridge including rickshaws and
cycles. Both sides of the bridge are open to traffic and they
have to face accident sometimes as boulders have been kept
on either side and there are no iron bars. That is why there
is every chance of accident. Will the Minister go and see
personally ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman, Minister—I can go and see Sir.

Mr. Speaker— When you go, give the information to the
Member.

Dr. Latfur Rahman—Regarding repair Sir, it is better to
demolish the bridge.

Re: ASIDC Ltd.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :
*367. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it ts a fact that the ASIDC Ltd. purchased land

at Bamunimaidan area of Gauhati for distribution ameongst
enterpreneures ¢

(b) If so, who selected the land, what is the price paid for per

bigha of land and who was/were the owner/owners of these
land ?

(©0 Whether any land has been distributed amongst the en-
terprencures ?

(d) If so, who are those enter preneures and what is the pro-

gress made by the them in starting their Small Scale Industrial
Units.
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Shri Mahammad Idris (Minister, [ndustries) replied :

367. (a,—Yes. In the year 1968.

(b) The land measuring 110 bighas behind the Industrial
Estate, Gauhati was selected by the Director fo Industries
and approved by the Government.

Price paid per bigha of land was Rs. 15409.09 including cost
of registration.

The owners of the land were :(—

1. Shri Suresh Ch. Berdoloi.

2. ,, Tarun Ch. Bordoloi.

3. ,, Kiron Ch. Bordoloi

4 Buddhindra Ch. Bordoloi.
5. ,, Krishna Ch. Bordoli.

6. ,, Binode Ch. Bordoli.

(c)—Yes. 23B. 2K. I0L. of land have been distributed among
16 entrepreneurs.

29

(d) Details are given below :—
Name of entreprencure — Progress in starting Industrial Units.

1. Shri B.N. Hazarika—Started production and running.
2. Shri Dwipen Baruah—Started production and running.
3. Shrt S. C. Bagrodia—Started production. But unit is
closed now.

4. Shri Romesh Sarma—Started production and running.
5. Shri Janardan Bezbaruah-—Sale deed in process of
execution,

Shri Jogesh Sarma -Taken over possession.

Shri Sushil Kr. Rajkhowa—Sale deed in process of
execution.
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8. Shri Nilakanta Sarma—Sale deed in process of execu-

tion.

9. Shri Kanak Ch. Baruah—Just completed factory shed.
10. Shri N. C. Baruah—Sale deed in process of execution.
1. Shri Apurba Kr. Sharma ~ Possession taken over.

12. Shri Jatin Dutta Choudhury— Possession taken over.

13. Shri Lala Chunilal Das—Started production and
running.

14. Shri Manik Kr. Borpujari — Taken over possession.

15. Secretary, Assam Apex Weavers’ Co-operativa Society
Ltd.—Sale deed process of execution.

16. Secretary. Pub-Gauhati Mahila Samity—Sale deed in
process of execution.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia -Sir, may I know from the
hon’ble Minister what are the terms and conditions under
which those entrepreneures have been provided that land ?
Whether this land is leased or there was some short of sale ?

Shri Mahammad Idris, Minister —Sir, the total aliottees are
sixteen in number. Fificen on hire purchase basis and one
on lease basis. This is the basis of allotment.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia—Whether besides the land near
Industrial Estate any other land has been procured by the
Small Industries Development Corporation in and around
Bamunimaidan ?

Shri Mahammad Idris, Minister—About Ramunimaidan I
have no information.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmad--What are the terms and conditions
of hire purchase and lease ?
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$hri Mahammad Idris, Minister—Sir, for hire purchase
value of land is fixed after taking into considaration eost
price plus development price. Then the terms are like
e 10 jnitial payment is to be made; then we allow
moratorium for two vears; then Rs. 100/- per bigha per
month is to be paid till final payment. Till final payment
is made 9% interest is to be paid.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—May I know from the Minister
whether land owners from whom the land have been pro-
cured are having periodical patta or annual patta ? Secondly
who fixed up th value of the land ? :

Shri Mahammad Idris, Minister — My record -says that it
was fez simple grant, kheraji patta and price was fixed by

negotiation.

ST TR (U e o LR TayerEie @305 I AR
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, what are the terms and con-
ditions of the lease ? Then again Sir, this land was allotted
for a specific purpose of starting industries, If any allottee
does not start any industry or after starting the industry
closes it down and utilises the land for some other pur-
poses what would be the consequence or basis ?

Md. Idris, Minister, Industries : Sir, that would be a clear
violence of the terms and conditions.

e ———
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Whether the Government would take
the land back.

Md. Idris, Minister, Industries : Sir, the land will be taken
back.

Shri Giasuddin. Ahmed : Sir, the land was purchased as per
Reverue Manuals by the Govt. I want to know under what
circumstances these lands were purchased and amount paid
from the Govt. side?

Md. Idris (Minister) : Sir, land must not be purchased in the
legal terms. Records were assessed by the D. C. and D. C.
gave option.

Sri Subhangkar Singh : Sir, how many out of the allottees
belong to the backward district, as declared by by the Govt.
of India and there are 13 districts as backward districts ?

Md Idris (Minister) :  Sir, it is only Gaubhati,

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua: Sir, T am asking at whose instance,
this negotiation has taken place — whether it has taken place
between the Government and the owner of the land and
whether that negotiation is permissible about procurement
which has been termed as free sample land. But there is no
such land in the world.

Md. {dris (Minister) : Sir, I have amply replied. Land mea-
suring 110 bighas was selected by the Director of Industries

and approved by the Government and therefore, it has the
approval of the Govt.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Sir, I am asking about the legal aspect.
Whether Govt. or any person has purchased this land as fice
and sample land ?
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Md. 1dris (Minister) . Sir, that I cannot $ay.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed ; §jr, the Minister has stated that if the
land jsptRsed for e purpose for which it 18 allotted then
the land would be taken back. T want t0 KIOW Whether this
condition is mentioned specifically in the agreement,

Md. Idris (Minister) s Sir, it must be there.
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Md. Idris (Minister) : Sir, this was purchased in 1968, T have
specifically mentioned that the land is pot low. Sir, itis not
a beel. But any way out of this 110 bighas only 23 bighas
could have been developed and allotted t0 enterpreneurs.
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Md. Idris (Minister) : Sir, T have already answered. It shall
have to be looked into.
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Re : Post of Director of Evalution

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :
*368. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(2) Whether itis a fact that there is frequent change of
persons for the post of Director of Evaluation ?

(b) If so, who are the officers holding the post during the
last five years ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :
368. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The name of the Officers are ;—
(1)—Shri A.C. Ray, I. A.S.

(2) Shri J. M. Jala I. A. S.

(3) Shri D. Singh.

(4) Shri R.S. Paramasivan, I. A, .
(5) Shri S.P. Hazarika, I. A.S.

(6) Shri P.C. Misra I. A. S.

8hri Dulal Ch. Barua: Sir, by considering the urgency and
necessity for such kind of Department for successful planning
would not the Government consider for appointing a man per-
manently

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha, Chief Minister - Sir, I fully agree with
the Hon'ble member.

Shri Lakhi Kanta Saikia : What are the function of the Dires-

tor of Evaluation and whether it has got sufficient staff to
evalvate the warking of all the departments ?
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Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha, C.M.: Sir, I cannot say. The point
raised by the Hon'ble Member that the edequate number of
<tafi has not been provided to keep pace with the works
that have been conieraplated. But I must appreciate the attem-
pt that the Deptt. is to Function with scanty staff, and did
the work with scanty staff even after creation of that Deptt
as many as 19 reports have been submitted on the implemen-
tation oi various programimes taken by the Gevernment and
then 4 reports &€ in the process and 3 o ore:chemes are under
consideration. Therefore, I think, the Deptt. is developin
well. But then, this Deptt. will have to be further streng-
thened if we want to see the -chemes really on the ground.
Therefore, acequate staff will have to be taken and I fully
agree that there should be whole time director to see that the

work is done properly.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : In other States they are pieparing
only reports. 1n every area it is the duty of the Dircctorate of
Evaluation to assess Or evaluate about the purposes of various
schemes annually. Therefore, by considering all these aspects
also by considering the necessity of making further planning,
whether Govt. consider it necessary to sirengthen this organi-
sation so that annual assessment and ev.luation can be made

for various schemes 91

Shri Sarat Ch. Sinha, C. M. : Sir, this is true. It has been a
very serious thinking of the Government.

Shri Premodhar Bora: Sir, may I know - whether at The tirds
of drafting the Fifth Plan this Directorate cell was taken

into task ?

Shri Sarat Ch Sinha, C.M. : Sir, when the Fifth Five Year Plan
was drafted everybody was consulted.



i

b
»

A/

1974 Questions 31

Re : Vaters list of G. M. C.
Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked :

*369. Will the Minister, Municipal Administration be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that most of the rate payers
names are not enlisted in voters list of Gauhati Municipal

" Corporation ?

b) If so, who is responsible for such omission ¢

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Municipal Administration)
replied :

469. (a)—1It is not a fact that ncst of the rate payers’
pames were not enlisted.

{b)—Does not arise.

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury : Sir, [ am also a rate payer

having two holdings, but my name was not included in the
Voters’ list. Will the Govt. enquire into it ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali, Minister, M.A. : Sir, in the matter of

enlisting voters’ list for the purpose of Gauhati Municipal
Corporation, holding is not a qualification here. It is on the
basis of adult suffrage under the Peoples representation Act.

Mr. Speaker : Orde.r, Order. The Question hour is over.
(voices : this question may be kept pending Sir) Alright.
Starred Question No. 369 is kept pending. Now Mr. Gogoi ?

Re : School Board (Elementary) Sibsagar
Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

*370, Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state—
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(a}) Whether it is a fact that the School Board (Elementary),
Sibsagar had constructed the Addl. buildipe attached to
Board office through some Contractors ?

(b} 1If so, who wheie the contractors and who allotted
the work ?

(c) Why the construction of the building has not yet been
completed ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister of Sate, Education) replied :

370. (a)—Yes. Th: State Board for Elementary Education,
Sibsagar now Regional Board for Elementary Education had
taken up the construction works of the adeitional building
attached to the office building ithrough a countractor.

(b)—Shri Zehirul Islam was the Contractor and Shri S. C.
Goswami, the Asstt. Secretary, State Board of Elementary
Education Sibsagar allotted the works.

(c)—The building for want of some building materials.

Re ; Vigyan Mandir

Shri Santosh Kumar Roy asked ;
371. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state —
(a) The total number of Vigyan Mandir in the State ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the State Government maintains
it with grant from Central Government ?

(c) How many staffs are there in each Vigyan Mandir ?
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(d) The name of the “Incharge” of Hailakandi Vigyan Man-
dir and whether he will continue in the Vigyan Mandir or
whether a person will be appointed as such ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Education) replied :

371. (a) - Two only,
(b)—No.

(¢)—TLere are following sanctioned staff in cach Vijnan
Mandirs :—

1. Vijnan Mandir Officer—One.
2. Assistan Vijnan Mandir Officer —One.
3. Laboratory Attendant —One.
4. Peon-cum-Chowkidar --QOne.

(d)—Shri A. N. Dutta, Assistant Vijnan Mandir Officer is in

charge at present. Filling up of vacant post of Vijnan Man-
dir Officer Hailakandi is under consjderation of Government.

‘Re : Extension of Electricity line upto Bhagabazar

Shri Digendra Chandra Purkayastha asked :

#372. Will the Minister, power be pleased to state —

(@) Whether Government have received any representation
regarding extension of Electricity line upto Bhagabazar on
the Silchar Aijal Road ?

(b) If so, the action taken by Government in this regard ?
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Shri Mahammad Idris (Minister, Power) replied :

372. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The Board has already decided to electrify Bhagabazar.

Re : Extension of Electricity
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
373, Will the Minister, power be pleased to state—

() Whether North Eastern Council is functioning ?
(b) If so, W
taining integri
the Council ?

hat is the contribution of the Council in main-
ty and good relations between the States under

(c) Whether the schemes submitted by the Council for
development of Assam in particular and other States in gene-
ral have been accepted by the Central Government ?

(d) If so, what are those schemes and the progress of im-
plementation there of ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :

373. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The fact that the member States can: meet at one com-

mon forum and consider schemes of regional benefit wil]
enable the Council to maintain integrity and geod relations

amongst them.

(c)—The proposals sent by the Council to the Central Govern-
ment have been agreed to and some funds (Rupees thirty
ihree lakhs) have been sanciioned for different regional sche-
mes in this region during 1973-74.

&%
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(d)—The sectors in which schemes have recently been sanc-
tioned relating to Assam are :—

i. Railways - - Rs. 0.5 lakhs
2. Investigation of power project -— Rs. 1.5 lakhs
3. Ropeways - - Rs. 0.07 lakhs
4. Animal Husbandry schemes - Rs. 6.5 lakhs

For the schemes other than the Railway ones, the exe-
cuting agencies in the State have just been asked to!go
ahead with the implementation.

Re : North Eastern Council
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkatki asked :
*374. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Secretariat of the North-Eastern Council
has started functioning ?

(b)  If so, since when and where it has been started ?

(¢) Who are the officials of the Secretariat ?

(d) How many persons of the Sectariat are from the State
of Assam and in what grade ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied ;
374. (a)—Yes.
(b)=~7th November, 1972 and at Shillong.

(c)—The following officers are in position :—

L. Secretary : Shri D. X, Bhattacharya (on deputation from
the Government of India).
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2. Planning Adviser : Shri B. 8. Sarao (On deputation from
Assam Government).

3. Financial Adviser : Shri K. Viswanathan (On deputation
from Railways).

4. Security Adviser : Maj. Genl. M. G, Hazari, PVSM, AV-
SM, I. G. Assam Rifles, (Ex-Officio).

Experts :

5. Chief Engineer (Power): . Shri S. M. Majumder (On
_deputation from Assam State Electricity Board).

6. Chief Engineer (Civil) : Shri Y. N. Zutshi (On deputation
from Uttar Pradesh Government).

7. Deputy Director (Railways) : Shri A. K. Ghose (On depu-
tation from N. F. Railway).

8. Deputy Director (Statistics) Miss F. K. Wadia (On depu-
tation from Agriculture) Ministry, Government of India).

9. Assistant Secretary : Shri A. C. Bordoloi (On deputation
from Arunachal Pradesh Administration).

10. Section Officers : Shri E. S. K. Raman (On deputation
from A.P. Administration).

11. Supporting ministerial and other staff.
(d)—Ten and their grades are at follows :—

One — Planning Adviser.

Two — Stenographers Grade II.
Three — Assistant.

Three — Lower Division Clerks.

One — Driver.
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Re : Constitation of Housing Board

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

*375. Wil the Minister, Town & Country Planning be plea-

- sed to state—

(a) Whether the Board to be created under the Assam
State Housing Board Act, 1972 has been constituted ?

(b) If not, what is the reason ?

(¢) Whether the said Board shall employ all the employees
of the present Housing Deptt.

(d) If so, how the pension and other attending benefits
of a Government servant will be protected ?

() Whether the said Board will be successor. of ths Hou-
sing Deptt. in business and liable as such ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Town and Country Planning)
replied :

375. (a) and (b)—The Assam State Housing Board will
be constituted as early as possible. The Assam State Hou-
sing Board Bill, 1972 received the assent of the President
of India on the 1st January, 1974 and the Assam State
Housing Board Act, 1972 (Assam Act-I) of 1974 was pub-
lished on the 20th February, 1974 in the Assam Gazette (extra
ordinary). Draft. Rules are under scrutiny. The Act has also
been enforced with effect from 1st March, 1974.

(), (d) and (e)—Under examination.
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Re : Farming Corporation at Dhardhara

 Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :

*378. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state —

(a) Whether the Government had decided to set up a Farming
Corporation at Bhardhara in the Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(b) If so, when the Farming Corporation will commence its
work ?

Shri Upendra Das ‘Minister, Agriculture) replied :

378. (a) - Yes, An Agricultural Farming Corporation in the
nams of Bhardhara ' Agricultural Farming Corporation has
alrady been formed and registered recently in the Sibsagar
subdivision.



40 Questions 19 March

{b) —Preparation has been made for cultivation of Ahu paddy
from this season.

Re : Revizw of Golok Nath Case
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
*379. Will the Minister, Law be pleased to state —

(a® Whether in addition to the Advocate General any other
Senior Advocate and Advocales on record were engaged by
the State Government in the review of ‘ Golok Nath Case” to
watch the procedings as an Intervenor ?

(b) Ifso, who are those Senior Advocate and Advocates on
records ?

(c) What are their daily fees and what is the total amount the
Government paid to these advocates individully ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Law) replied :

379. (a) - Yes.

(b)—Senior Advocate Shri M. H. Choudhury and Advocate
on records Shri Naunit Lal.

(¢c) Shri M. H. Choudhury was given the fee @ Rs. 1,600.00
per day and Shri Naunit L2l @ Rs. 300.00 for the first day
and Rs. 200.00 for subsequent days. Total amount payble to
Shri M. H. Ckhoudhury is Rs. 1,10,480 (Rs. 1,10.480.00) paise,
So far, Shri M. H. Choudhury has been paid Rs. 72,880.00 and
Shri Naunit Lal Rs. 2,554.80 paise.
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Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : This matter has been taken up on
several occasion. The consencious orinion of the House was
that there should be an enquiry to go into the matter and res-
ponsibility to be fixed on the officer or oificers at whose ias-
tance such amount of payment is made withia one month to
the particula; tea garden owner. It would be proper to insti-
tute a high power enquiry Cormittee and fix up the responsi-
bility of the officer at f:ult ani at whose 1nstance the fabulous
payment has been made to the particular tea garden owner
within a very short peiiod.
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FRate ors ofis 7@ AAfey aEEd 2 ACHEIT F0e FqIHAIZTE
ared 23 ¢ faare AeE el IN FAIITE S(1spIZ0e . @35
wifie gl af st @ afi AFe @2 FAES WIFE 27 coragiA

43 AAfFg AR €5 (A2 € fasifa forssd =IfEa |

Slee 5w st —eaie) OHG FAET AT T ATW (FE
@ frgum g esfds IEE @farg IWER FU A zfea =%
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O fosqia F3eAIw (A9a(3 w@Ag (mie wF @feml TF MIWIA
] sif¥7 f6.fA0sl (@ saFr3 a9 @Bl AWAE 39 @fe T ARTS
fats3ea AF @ne (3 @FEIEEe SR A9 A7 ¢ Swm WIW,
qg WEWIT Sl wifar FeiRel @ Raes RegR Rem 999 @RR
4 (T 02 & WIfErs =i 9rgml 3 aldl A3 ©iF qute (Es
53%q fral 73317 | caigl @7 qiwz s@E @36 (FEE (A IR
farasai <fite Wi @3 wfiteme  Buew 3R e twfem 7w
wify =itaY Ruiw Asie t3te @ @zl Awaerz wifdA IR AfOrF

53T R wifdd fificel @ 7 famie Bty wisw @ f&fes

2 ARy eove ffcg @5 =ag g7 @@y 1@ fofem o3
EIF AFFY evTe 37 wE @Rl ar A3 g

ST o0t — 9B MG 7B FRIEE @ wfibm o 4t
sfifem @bl pol® AFi®T @feram wifis R =% afe Sfency
MfE FRRe (T WAT A3 &3 @3 I ASfs ZEIE @3E
Al (7 SN AT AfStar vifds FRT 93 @A SEEEEs
57 wfqredas @i sfaw 3 taferm v a3 B3 e 373 e
@Bl T4l WAT WAz @ IB Al MGl Afm Aww @Bl B
@2 AWE AW IR AP 513 wWme | Wy A2 WS @5
e wrfEfen @ 3 M 93 A Ty @3 s, o
R Aftars 7S Wig (7 @3 wfieae fonim e Sam
fafesn 3 A2 @G wo AT frw @35 I fy A @
el @2 Ame efeffis F@ 1 oz w0 ofeare o

- Al Wi sifwe (am |

Arel b= IFF -5 I IH B | @3 REm EE AW
¥ Arws IROE@ ) WF wflm ww s vsas 577 @R

TS TR YT IRfeA ww e 3w f’m  Aqwd fifls
o7 PHsrel 59> 553 SN MEq sta wWfs sais v WEarm
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A, oo ffes w9 AT A1 tIFRI FEA s wgARA 790
fiagtsiy wgwwa Aeiw o9 arw w9 @ig stz WE B

TR Ba AwAq FfAbm A fafem fog ozare 9 3991
FF AT Al =IAAA I 2TF AB = 1

AT ool 3 — W ARV, A2 [Q9E A%é Ava @S gt
T (TR (A AR G361 FAA | 8 A3 (A ©ig 56 @ 5AFE
(FIAMCSE AGTF A (43 @5l A3, 33 fidts  ©w@s
QAT (T 5IFNA (Ffoq € 25| Fwrg FwAm wgwiEa| 2717 FIAC |

SAIH I~ GqIFHA (ATH2 (3BBY, INTHY GIFIR 8. o AT “233-
i arer” Mofag 9 W AgAg I I FE 9,30,08 ceo Fa,

@BFA 217 391 26F AL AYTT AGTT ¢,30,08,000 5F, GBFRA
7% ¥4 TeT |

Mr. Speaker : ( To the Opposition Members ) Are you with-
drawing the Cut Motions ?

(Voices from the Opposition-No, No.)
I put the Cut Motions.

(The House divided)

Mr. Speaker : — Result of the Division :
Ayes—13.
Noes—48.
Cut Motions are lost.

Now, I put the main Motion. The motion is that a sum
of Rs. 3,10,66,000 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment du-

ring the year ending the 31st March. 1975 for the adminis-
tration of the head “229. —Land Revenue”.

Motion is adopted. Grant No. 7. passed.
Now, I come to Grant No. 63.
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Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) :—Sir, on the recommen-
dation of the Governor of Assam, I beg, sir, to move that
a sum of Rs. 1,25,01,000, be granted to the Minister-in-chaige
to defray the charges which will come in courre of payaect
during the year ending the 31st Ma ch, 1975, for the admi-

nistration of the head, ““289.-Relief cn account cof natvral
calamitieg ”

Mr. Speaker :— Grant No. 63. is moved.

BT FAUT oW i— <3 fr aif fsAl ot 3 FeFs W3
5IFRF @bl Aty 3fI9 f[wifseng amg’ fafeas sie Ruafafeaeg
Fad T 53 43 ufes 13 B vaer par@ ol wifetes o,
57 S AT FA (2RI AT, B BINGI CAWHDS I 3 A 9

Hogaizw - st (@ — wWI w7 @@ @b ois @ 5

W FAR WHAT A (35 [Rews 4 =g, A(fsrs afen @3-
e [IE FI) 23|

ErFiERiN 2tEAB — g, TIE i, @Ay fha @slEE
GG Sepifie fifiamls 923 suifed tare o3 feis 929 2
bwl fratr flam =iite, =W @13 e SFi@ @B 9sfEzF Wiw WRiAe
CATHITA (A (FES @3 W Bl 3 7317 27 Sl WTI) @3 53
faig fefo al «b, fo, @3 fatg =its (13 Saifesis FofS, @b, f&, =’
A SRR aArers (3 Ags Fews fawm Gl sizsl wifed @
3y TSl FA AIGNZ NG, of6s @3 Bana odEEd A A

BN HBA | WA FENSE @B A35 495 371 SifRTE 3hT wBy
¥3 7% %9 Fio |

Bogataw oKt @3N :— @3 w4 s3TNT Bwl =@ | :

Mr. Speaker :— Cut Motions are not moved. Therefore. I
put the main motion. The motion is that a sum of Rs. 1,25,-
00,000, be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the
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charges which willcome in course of payment during the year
ending the 31st March, 1975, for the administration of the
head, ©289.-Relief on accouut of natural calamities’.

The motion is adopted The Grant No. 63 is passed. Now,
I come to Grant No, 70. .

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister:—Sir, on the re-
commendation of the Governor of Assam, I beg to move
Grant No. 70

Mr. Speakers—Grant No. 70 is moved.

Mr. Speaker:-— Cut Motions are not moved. Therefor, I put
the main motion. The motion is that a sum of Rs 3.10,000
be granted to the Minister in-charge to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the 31st March.
1975, for the administiation of the head 304 -Other General
Economic services-I1V-Other Expenditure”.

The motion is adopted. Grant No. 70 is passed.
Now, I come to Grant No. 71.

Shri Upendra Das (Mibister) :— Sir on the recommendation
of the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move thata sum
of Rs. 4,99,79,500 be granted to the Miaister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of pdym‘en't
during the year ending the 31st March, 1975, for the admini-
stration of the head. “305-Agriculture”.

Mr. Speaker : — Grant No, 71 is moved.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataky :— Sir, instead of moving
the grant, he should submit his resignation.

Mr. Speaker :-— Whether you are moving the Cut Motions ?
( Voices-yes, yes )
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W ol 337 1— AEFT AAT B3 B “eec TR e
¥ > W AFIT T W GIT 8, d8, 93, oo TI, @BIE A I
zed «fic AY 1Y NLAR 8, »3, 98, €oo BF|, @HINA 1A TEF |

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed :— Sir. 1 beg to move that the total
> provision of Rs. 4,99,79,500, under Grant No. 71, Major

Head ‘305-Agriculture,” at pages 715-&12 of the Budget, be

reduced to Re. 1,1i. e, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.
5 499,79,500, do stand reduced to Re. 1.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : — Sir, T beg to move that the total

o provision of Rs. 492,79,500 under Grant No 71, Major Head

= ¢305-Agriculiure, to page 715-812 of the Budget, be reduced to
Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 4,99,79,500,
do stand reduced to Rs. 100/-.

Mr. Speaker ; — Cut Motions are move.

HArsm 797 1~ AT QqGpw wvn. 39 Fretve @2 117 95t

2l ¢ @I BF qgA fisifice ote @2 we2 @fe wEd I

. Rebir @ R 999 7 TgQis e wwy b 7o s, e
8% [P W, (e oqify @3B s wfag @ 3N @ Afdweg
tFl S 3f fiewe sas s fa IRl (378 @Fers  pewha

TS Zoti AfRte (3 a3 ? W qEnt wgES B AFT o TfEfery

Al it (12 AfRfRfer Tosn 3RT AFE @ T3 I Reew

@I @1 Bl w5 3 Bisrel wifs s eAId @xfs wrate

¢ T2 | (OS] IR0 T2 (STLE WA @iy wwe capor
@A gl 3f37 o@ wava |

5 ( Coa1aaa Stedial wAT® 2fF )

WA~ A0y SAxSr @5 @D 72959 SIEATNE (FIRIT w7 wH)
Tledtae Ffe feme sg fsrels w@  Asiq Q] ATeRaE
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TR, A6 6 AW Cleul wF ASR AW @3 sgy o
siweyiet TEA Al I AR WA IR @B A e ?v’fér'z;'*z
@ cidfe q@TE Bl WM WIT @A e @3 ARfEfe sazE
cralfRE 3 SRS =R |

( At this stage Hon’ble Speaker, vacated the Chair and

Hon’ble Shri P. Chaliha, Chairman occujied the Chaj
12.9. p-m.) | -

Shri Jagannath Sinha—On a point of order, Sir.

ghri Dulal Chandra .B.'arua—He is to quote the rule. Under
which rule he is raising the point of order, Sir?

Shri Jagannath Singa :— ( Point ofzorder St EGharinan
aEEa |

Agriculture ﬁqﬁfzt FY 5T % g w1 we™ & fe¥ &g cut
motion S@T @ &1 9 motion & FaTfa® %3 @2 5 agri-
culture & f&d s gar wfmr @ g, <98 e =@rfEd e

( Voices—rule, rule ERIECD)

2y | ( Commotions::-+-)
( Voice— rule, rule )
300 Agriculture I HT F1 S F &M sfom=Y % resignation

53 gy mAY F1 G A4 da1 & @R 2 2
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua -He is to quote the rule, Sir.

Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha, (Chairman)— He is raising a point
of order.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—He wants to mislead you, Sir. A
point of order can be raised only if there departure from rule.
Here there isno question of point of order and he ought not
to be allowed to raise point of order.

R e’
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Shri Pus:padhar Chaliha, Chairman—His contention is that
Mr. Barua should speak on the cut motion.

STATTIT 321 3~ 72 QT 712 (13 #71® A2 I3 LATE |
EAo 3T i B 6T ATWRT @RT 03T |

Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha—He is speaking en the cut motion
and he is at liberty to speak.

Shri Jagannath Sinha—But he cannot demand resignation.

ST TFU 8 CRAAAR 0TI, WAR Wi Aww T ¥ Bfig

OF WA CMARE @R fresl | Sy oia Rsl SRS

a2 AfREfes swwE fm s AvSrist I Ofow | =ify
T TIE v Aififsfe wiifsts wig @i el faw gdel N3
= Of6s | wifs cafom aw efeffa sfgfefes e e s331ee

feR sU 37 ofen @ (1212 fien | wife eniaig AW et

7 wifis wite 53Fiaq W Retsiq |

(Mr. Speaker occupied the Chair at 12.13 PM)

Shri Jaginnath Sinha—On a

point of order Sir; for clarifi-
cation.

( Interruptions )
( Voices — No clarification )

Mr. Speaker—Order Order. You sit, down. He has not begun
his speech,

SRS @wF F5fi7

!
|
l—
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Qo ¥ ¢ WIfE TR @G Ll =i e anw

sify At @eF I3 Afe Srete T2 | e i e

43y @erF A4 FE TS @RI arzisa |
( ©3755_— @5315q wia 317 )

wifs f faoae SR WRT 23 Aoy AFel 3fE w4t w's @2as
oM arzd FANS! | FOF M2, @2 IR A 229 =AD
vp oz Wi CREfEARE FU e SeiE Al s A )
@2 vaFia FA A Teoinad F1AY (A 2eq afFsE @isle 8
ifiewe @z B3l wE IRE I IfF emy Bear wme @
arziveg (F0e (T 8 @ 53R feeqs atg vq =19 Banz aial gavsa
foeas =g FfRa AfRiE il FElE e fra) adel Al @
a3 <R stgEe Al afeey Seemen e ¢ RS g,
nfxaz, Ip<ArE, AvaAZ AW T sifafay Eeaimm wfiw gfa cafe )
gfg» 77 i5fa® Afigz Geoitya 2t @13l 2uq® fx 81 FAF
a1 gon (@ AR ABH 27 wE wEwr (vag M Al J
Afimzq (o 8/t 531 AT A Coife o wim efem Al @Al
S5 (@A TGAS 3 51 AUV 2o Arefiga swgs wqre1bN Anwe
s7§ mawme TS ARAZ TeAIW 28 THES Se v Gris foned S
SR cgrel  WifF FMFAE AZE! Wle ragiae (3fEA @ @2
g (ife ofF (XE | 92 9 afS et grir wAe T o
g AT AIANMA ERIT FrS afem atm wim b1z RrarE aeive
sl fzrm | AAAE faEid T WA (oMo (@ @fem BB Ve
LE1210 fasires A12Ee @ITE | Sgm AEwy, @3 eARIC P 5RO
fifer core ! YA ADT AT @A zreE Wy | wify AR TISTACS
v 5ars fasien fafe g ) ST fafvmrs gpai gl AE Sl
s oife czig A0 @A Wife RAFais Rft wsfie #9159
s1 (e ABE AT AwTe oiffis a1 @2 5 (RN



pi

f

1974 Voting on Demands for Grants 61

nEET Fiels calel A3 @ ? frmmia gAife o9me Rasld s
ANIMS wibfafzans &9 (FEIFE ITAC A 2wled NS« FTEE (A2
5F wAA @ mm | wifEy 4 WEbe. $fi Mghe, @3 PASE
AT/ (Z5 | Azwiard WfF ¢ wf TaE g Reifie @3 5F
WAE AT ANF AT [ I @RAT R A qHACS (7HS
@fa Seonwa 23 sifaifes G Seonwa @ w130 wify A
49 @I Agsx g e =faqg FIReT @R wa (F=RIR

AMeTF ST wEwE, T2 I YBrel @ ey Il AW 7w

¥R et @ fo 7 sqav fReifn wifsts o z=e Wil e @Yl

A AFE @A fGe oF T wapay et o 738, ©ig I
TIf S FfE fAeeibiad | arl et 7 wir @t 359 @3 Reree
el 5=l (Algl 2tz T 3 bele weaEsl %4 tmm G S,

Terifea (ZlT (T W3 wis A caigl T3 cerw (¥m olal A1 wiE

xfEge wiwie fRa @est 1 afe g e cow s aAife R
fea aifest = TR SAUZ B @3 36T @wiEs] Setem IR |

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua : Mr. Speaker Sir, while supporting the
cut-motion from this side of the House I want to make cer-
tain observations on this. Sir, every time we have tezn hearing
various plans and programmes undert:ken by the Govt. in
the name of agriculture development here in this State of
Assam. You are aware of the fact that nearly 85 percent
of our population are living on agriculiure. Therefore, tle
main object of the Government ought to have been to try
to have mechanised cultivation for the develoyment of agri-

culture. Every year we have found that a maximum amount

has been ear-markad for the development of agriculture. But
if we evaluate at the end of the year we find it is completely
nil. Sir, four Plans have passed and we have seen various
schemes undertaken by the Government in the name of we-
chanised cultivation, now’ green revoluticn’ in the name of
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‘grow more food’. But whatis the ultimate result ? They
are telling about ‘grow more food’ -but their actions and acti-
vities in the field show that they are teling not to grow more
fo.d and instead of arking the people 1o have green revo-
lution they ase welcoming or they are asking the people thro-
ugh their complacency and defective pclicy 10 have red-:evo-
lution as going on in Ahmedabad and now in Bihar, I haye
come to know that very soon the same fate will be here in
this ecastern region srecially in Assam. With this kind of
leacerchip and with this kind of working, this region will not
rest in the hands of Skri Sarat Chandra Sinha and {he Mem-
bers of this August House. Time is very near. To see much,
there will be chaos, confusionin this State. It is not fac
from today. Sir, as I hsve alreddy stated in the year 1969-70,
we have spent under Agriculture head Rs. 532.05 lakhs, in
19°0-71 620.03 lukhs, in 1971-72 741.7; lakbs, in 1972.73
767.74 lakhs, in 1973-74 973.74 lakhsi.e. at the end of the
fourth plan we are spending near about 8.80 crores under
this particular head of agriculture. But what is the result 9
Sir, the resultis very much disappointing. Further by taking fur-
ther the current percentage it comes to 1.36 lakhs; 20.26
jakhs in 1972-73 and 220.38 lakhs in 1973-74 and in 1973-74
the great ‘Rabi Crop Campaign’ has been conducted by tphe
great Minister of Agriculture Mr. Upen Das, it has come to
Rs 2025 iakhs and we have been telling and we are telling
to the people and the Government of India that we are pro-
ducing more in respect of Rabi crop. We hive spent under
this particular head near about 40.70 crores and Rabi Crop
Camjaign undertzken by the Go:ernment under lhe. leader-
ship of M. Sarat Sinha, who was very 'much vocal in green
revolution, who was followed by Shri Upen Das who has
come from a agriculturist family who does not know anything
about agriculture. Today he is here simply just to say ‘yes’ or
‘no’. A man, who does not know anything about agriculture,
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is put in charge of the most important and vital department.
It is not justified. That is w.y Govt. has completely
failed to achieve the target that is set by the Govt. Sir, what
has been given to the people ? Sir. I had the opportunity
to visit many of the places here in this State and we ca suzlly
enquire what is the progrmme for developrent uncer the
crop-campaign in different head-quarters, Divisions ard Sub-
Divisions. Most probably Hon’ble Member, Skri Gunendra Fan-
dit also visited some areas We are now bound to say that the

Rabi Crop Campaign is nothing but a Si-, it might be unpar-

liamentary, hoodwink by saying all these, propagating all these,
they are tryiug to mislead the entire people of the State, they

are trying to mislead even the Government of India in respect

production under Rabi Crop Campaign ard cra‘h programme.

I consider itte be a criminal offence. Is it not the responsi—

bility of the Govt. to serve the people. We are paid for it

and we should be ready to give spfficient to the people. But

we are not in a position to give sufficient to the pcople.

It has been stated by the Minister, in-charge. Agriculture

there has been development ip Agriculture in proper way.

Sir, it had been really so, we could have fed not only

our own people, but we could have fed tte people out-

side Assam. More S0, we are producers of crops and

paddy and other things. But the people are now starving.

Many news and information came to us about this. What

is the fate in Goalpara? If the Rabi Crop Campa:i:n

(programme), Agriculture programme that has teen taken

by the Government would have been successful there would

not have been such kind of scarcity of food in Assam.,

Sir,as I have stated already, most of our people are cul-

tivators and we are to depend on our own agriculture and

if the amount spent in this particular heed weuld have teen

utilised for the benefit of people and for successful imp'e-

mentation of programme for modernised cultivation, the

people would not have to starve like this.
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Mrt. Speaker : The House stands adjc d ti
ok Journed till 2-30 P.M.
(House adjourned till 2-30 P.M.)

After Lunch.
(The House re-assembled with Mr. Speaker in the Chair)

Sh..ri Dulal Chandra Barua -— Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 was dealing
with the failure on the part of the Government in respect
,Of rabi crop progsramme undf_:rtaken by them du'ing 1973-74
n the name of green revolution in the State of Assam. Sir,
in reply to -the ggesuon as.ked by many hon’ble members
yesterday thel Mmaslcr, Agriculture informed us that Gover-
nment has given Rs. 1,60,15582. 65 in the form of lean in
kiad to the cu'tivators and Government has realised from
the cultivators Rs.17,65,154. The target was 3,73,000 tonnes.
But from the result it appears that Jeaving aside the question
of achieving the actual target that was fixed by Government
in respect of production of rabi crop even 1/100th%, could
not be achieved in that programme. This is, [ must say, due
to ill-conceived and immature thinking and wrong planning.
The production that has been shown by the Governmet is
below the target fixed by the Government. Of course, that is
according to Government’s account. But according to us the
production has been far less, because Government calcu-
lation which is based on sample survey, is completely wrong.
As for instance, wh=n we were sitting to evalvate the actual
in our District and to find out the ways and
means for realication of the loan advanced by the Agri-
culture Department. In Majuli area they have shown the
entire production and when we 1aised the point where Deputy
hon’ble members were there,
e they could not reply.
he actual

production

Commissioner and some other
as to how tae calculation was mad
So, because of the wrong statistics we cannot get 1
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position. There may be failure here and there. But
the question is, when we fail in achieving something the
actual picture must be known to the Government and to

«the people as well. But in this matter Government is sup-
pressing the fact from the House and the people, that
they have made certain wrong calculation in the matter
of rabi crop production. The sum and substance of rabi
crop programme in 1973-74 is compltely a frilure. Government
indulged in red revolution in the State in stead of green
revolution.

4  Sir, coming to the important part, that is, to make the

= agriculture successful we must consider other factors Viz :

changing of cropping pattern. Assam if a flood affected
State and this is the main hindrance to agriculture in our
State. Unless cropping pattern is changed in this region
there cannot be good production here. Beeause we are still
following the age-old system of cropping pattern. So if we
do net change the cropping pattern our progress in the
field of agriculture is doomed. To that direction Government
has not taken any step. In addition to that Sir, irrigation
/;j is a must in this area. In that respect too, it is discouraging,

AN\ If irrigation facilities are not provided to the cultivators
by the Government we can never expect to achieve any
& progress in production. That facility has also not been given

to the cultivators by the Government till to-day. Only in
paper schemes are there, but in actual practice, it is nil.
According to Government report only 0.33 % area is cultivable
land. thatis, 1/3rd of the total area is cultivable. Therefore,
if we calculate the extent of irrigational facilities given to
the people it will be almost nil. Government have mentioned
in the book “Economic Survey, Assam 1972 some of the
projects undertaken by Government. Jamuna irrigation pro-
jects was the first venture. It is mentioned therein” The
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Jamupa irrigation scheme in Nowgong district was the first
remarkable venture in irrigation. No major or medium irri-
gation project was taken up by the State till the end of the.
Second Plan. Two medium irrigation schemes— Jamuna and
Sukla were taken up under the Third Plan — the first one was
commissioned in June, 1969 with an expectation of pro-
viding irrigation facilities to about 25700 hectares of land
and the work on the other project namely Sukla was in
progress”.

What is the result of this irrigation project? The result
is complete failure. The Jamuna irrigation project for
which we spent SO mMuch money has been completely
useless because of the defective planning and this project
is not in a position to cater to the need of the people in the
area in the season. Sir, in summer season we do not want
any irrigation facilities ; rivers and embankment facilities are
sufficient to meet the requirement of the water needed
for the cultivable area. The maximum number of our pro-
jects to have water throughout the year has teen absolutely
meaningless here in this region. Therefore, I feel, Sir, that
Government should undertake certain special types of pro-
jects through which we can supply people with water to a
great extent and we can help the cultivators in the matter
of raising their production as such. Sir, all the projects that
have been undertaken by the Government till today inclu-
ding the project in the Bokakhat area, i.e.'Sakhsana pro-
ject, is a complete failure. The Jamuna project is also a
failure. I do not know what will happen about_ the Sukla
project ; 1 have no information, but to my.mlnd. due to
defective planning, there is no prospect of haV{ng any apl?re-
ciable impact on ‘Grow More Food’ here. in this region.
Therefore, Sir, I feel we should give maximum stress on
irrigation project, so that more arcas cal go under for
cultivation.

<

D PRI N
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Sir, T am now coming to minor irrigation project. Here

it is mentioned —*“Minor irrigation includes projects for (a)
flow irrigation by construction of bunds, dongs and diversion
of channels from rivers and streams and (b) lift irrigation
by installation of electrically energised pump sets and tube
wells. The execution of the minor irrigation projects is done
mainly by the Panchayats, Agricultural Department and
Flood Control and Irrigation Department.” We find that
till the end of the fourth Five Year Plan, the Agriculture
Department has executed **Flow” schemes upto Rs. 5 lakhs
and “Direct” lift ‘“‘Shallow” tube wells and “Deep” tube
wells scheme valued upto Rs. 25 lakhs each, Diesel pump
sets of 1.6 H.P.to 10 H.P. are provided to the farmers on
cash or hire purchase basis through the Agro-Industries
Development Corporation.  With the extension of the trans-
mission line under Rural Electrification Programme, the in-
stallation of electric bump sets has been intensified.” Sir,
this is a wrong statement, because we know what is our
target in the sphere of rural electrification. Village elec-
trification is not only meant to cater to the need of domes-
tic consumption of electricity by the rural people ; it was
meant to meet the needs of jrrigation facilities in the rural
areas through electric power. Uptil now, I find in Darrang
district only one project which has since come under action
by the Irrigation Departmen‘_t and no such other project,
either by the Agriculture Department or by the Irrigation
Department so far, has been a success in the field of cate-
ring to the need of the people. Sir, itis very easy to say—
we will irrigate so many thousands of acres in so many areas,
but in actual practice it is not easy to implement. On the .
other hand, when the Minister was replying to a question the
other day, it was found that al] the plans taken up there in
Mangaldoi sub-division were undertaken remained to be achie-
ved till today. Therefore, I submit, Sir, that there should be a

L
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coordinated planning between Agriculutre and Irrigation Depa-
rtments and we must assess the actual requirement of power
pumps of our cultivators, requiring water during the rabi crop
season. So, I feel there should be some sort of a definite
coordination between the three departments, so that we can
fully meet the demands of our peasantry.

Now, Government has given so many statistics about supply
of pump sets to the cultivators and the other day the Minister
has replied to a question that the pump sets formerly charged
at Rs. 2 have now been revised to Rs. 15. I feel Government
by enhancing the rate is geing to discourage the cultivators
in the use of pump sets for irrigation purposes because with-
out showing any rhymes or reason, without any basis what-
goever, the rate should not have been revised and refixed at
Rs. 15 from Rs. 2. That will deprive the cultivators ®f the
littele facilities that they used to get from the Government.

Another aspect of the thing also must be taken into considera-
tion. What is that7 We have formed two Organisations—one
is Seed Corporation and the other is Agro-Industries Deve-
lopment Corporation. Are these two organisations function=-
ing effectively to cater to the needs of the people 3 No, 8ir.
They are functioning in a very defective manner. Procure-
ment and distribution policy of the seed is very defective. We
have received report of non-germination of the seed supplied
to the various cultivators and various cooperative farms.
Therefore, I feel that there should be some probe by the Gov-
ernment because seeds are supplied without having re-testing
about germination. More so, Sir, we are depending on the seeds
coming from outside the State through an organisation called
Indian Seed Corporation and we have to depend On e
mercy of that organisation. Sir, here we have many seeds
farms started by the Agriculture Department and placed at the
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disposal of the Seed Corporation, but if you visit those farm
these cannot be called anything other than grazing ground

instea d. Therefore, Sir, I feel Government itself should set an

exam ple by producing improved variety.of seeds and distria
buting them to the cultivators.

8ir, the other day, the Minister has stated that the Govern-
ment have appoointed certain handling agents. These hand-
ling agents are blackmailing the seed corporation and the
Government in the name of supplying improved variety of
seeds to the people. They are procuring some bad quality
seeds purchased locally and in the name of improved seeds,
with the collaboration of the Seed Corporation officials, are
indulging in this sort of black deal in seed. So, Sir, I hope
Government, instead of appointing any third party, should
function directly in the matter of procurement of improved
variety of seeds after proper germination tests.

~ Now, about the functioning of the Agro-Industries Devolop-

ment Corporation, Sir, I found there are many things which are
going on in this particular organisation. You know, Sir, about
the deal about tractors. The tractors are coming only in paper.
We have seen that tractors are given. But actually these
were sold out in Calcutta and other markets. We have
raised this issue in the Assembly and on that the Gowvt,
assured that they will make an enquiry. And aecordingly
the Enquiry Report was submitted to the Govt. long be-
fore, but we do not know about the actual state of affairs.
Sir, our fertilisers, our tractors are sold out outside the
State and only in papers we see that such and such
things are distributed among the cultivators. 1 took up
certain cases and moved about but I could not do anyth-
ing. ‘There is a saying in Assamese, “ w15 @i wq1” I had

o
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to move from door to door to get some tractors for some
cultivators. The Minister the otherday said that many of
" the cultivators were supplied with tractors. I asked for a
list from him. He .has also given a list which I suppose
are fictitious. The tractors were allotted to some people
who are town dwellers. 1 do not know what they will do
with tractors in the towns. I therefore, request the Govt.
to make thorough probe about it. I know that some
big people are involved in this black deal. and at the cost
of the poors the big persons are deriving benefit. The
big people are thriving at the cost of the poor people.
Therefore, [ request the Govt. that about the func-
tioning of the Agro-Industries Corporation there should
be a thorough prove and if necessary, a Committee
may be appointed to go into the affairs to find out
the facts. If the Govt, is sincere about the fun-
ctioning of the Agriculture Deptt. for bringing about a
radical change in the field of agriculture than this Deptt.
should be streamlined. Otherwise there cannot be any deve-
lopment in the field of agricuiture. Sir, in the papers we
have seen that fertilisers were used by the cultivators in
the field. But in practice the experience is different. Our
lands are fertile whatever is grown the cultivators get some
yield, That is not enough to show that fertilisers were
used. Fertilisers are generally used for inereased rate of
production. If we compare the following figures than we
will come to know about the extent of use of fertiliser.
In Assam fertiliser used during 1971-72 29. and 2.93 during

19/2-73 and 2.94 in 1973-74. In Andhra Prade:h it is 22.74.

In Tamil Nadu 31.46, Bihar 9.22 and West Bengal 30.26.
All India 30.26. Now, it seems that the fertilisers which
were brought were not utilised, What happened to these
fertilisers ? I feel Sir, the accounts furnished by the Govt,
is a vague one as fertilisers were not used by the cultivators.
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The figures shown were consumed by the Tea gardens areas
only. Not a single k.g. of fertilisers has been u-ed by the cult-
ivators. Unless we make an honest effort to educate our
cultivators about the use of fertiliser and modern technique
there is no possibility of any improvement. I do not like
to go into the details but only I want to request the Govt,
apart from paddy cultivation, we should also give stress
on jute production as well. The jute produced in the State
are due to efficiency of the cultivators themselves and not
due to any contribution offered by the Agriculture Deptt.
It has been done by the people themselves. Sir, we have
got a better future in jute production. The Govt. should
give maximum importent on jute production. The claim
that the Agriculture Deptt. has dome so many things in
respect of agricultural development. In my opinion other
than expansion of staff in the Offices there was no other
improvement. The Secretary is there, Joint Secretary is
there, Deputy Secretary, Director, Three Joint Directors and
other officials are there but their out turn is almost nil. If
the top heavy administration is geared up than there is
N0 scope for any improvement. The officers were enjoy-
ing at one time at Shillong sitting in the high office and
now they are here in the new capital with beautiful cars
and dress enjoying their lives. Nothing is done to im-
Prove the condition of the people. In British time though
We were not independent the functioning of the Deptt. was
far better than what it ig today. Because the officers were
technically qualified and they meant business, though they

came from a remote most part of the world. Now a days
our officers failed in two ways.

First, they have failed to offer their services to the
secondly, they are also not in a position to loo
interest of employees of the Deptt also.

e
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book of the enployees of the Agriculture Deptt. There
is no security of service, there is no service rule for
these categories of officers till to-day. That is why
there 1is no stability and security of their services.
One thing happend SirI must tell you that so many
unemployed people employed earlier under regulation
3(f) and the services of these employees have not
been regularised by the A.P.S.C. even after many years
and later on regularised by A.P.S5.C. and those people who
have been appoined after 10 and 12 years all these people
have been given promotion. When the employees approached
the officers for their promotion the conceining officer
directed them to see Minister- The Minister, when appro-
ached, replied that this sort of things could not have
happend. But actually sir. the assurance given by the
Minister could not be applied in practice. If the officers do
not get proper justice from the higher authorities, than I
think sir, the inefficiency will be definitely there. There
fore entire department is to be reorganised and service
rules, gradation list etc. must be there so that the officers
will realise that their services are secured and thereby
cfficiency can be increased.

Now this time also I find that maximum amount has been
car-marked for Agriculture Department but if the perfor-
mance that has been depicted earlier and if the same thing
is to be continued it is better not to spend a single
amountunder the Head of Agriculture and I must tell you
Sir, unless, as I have already told you other day while I
was taking part in the general d.iscussmn of thef Budget,
forget about the industry to be imported, what is called,
from the outside of the State, .forg.et al{ the industries,
major and minor industries wh}ch incurring losses, forget
all these aspects of the industries, about small industrial
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development Corporation, sugar mill and other industries.
Only we can find if itis provided, if you can convert our
agriculture to an industry. Therefore, as I have already
said major population of the state, nearabout 859 are
suiviving on agriculture. Therefore large scale farming
with the educated unemployed youths are to be organised

. just to save the drainage of the capital outside the State

and I think all the banking facilities, other facilities to
be extended to those unemployed eithef in the form of
co-operation or in the form of corporation as has been
envisaged by the Govt. during the recent time and unless
we utilies the waste land as is availiable here in the State

- of Assam by opening this farm the food production here

in the State will not be improved and time has come
as I have already said the people are crying for want of
food, high rate of prices and Govt. is not in a position
to control, Unless we produce more with applying modern
method of cultivation, unless we make the people educated,
unless we change the outlook of our young boys and girls
because they have preferred much more in white colour
jobs than go for the" agriculture, there cannot be any
economic change in the State of Assam. Therefore I feel
the Govt. should seriously think in the particular direction
and such kind of co-operation and corporation are to be
organised throughout the State and all the lands which
has been now, what is called remain unutilised must be
fully utilised. Last but not the least, my suggestion that
is wiat I want to susgest is that we are having a modern
type of Agricultural University, The various wings are
therc?, various Deptts. are there and Govt. what is called
Agricultural University is giving stress on cultivation
education and research which is very essential here in the
State of Assam including soil testing, I feel there shoyld
be close co-operation between the Govt. Deptt. as well as

e
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Agriculture Deptt. in framing policy and programme in
the matter of implementing the agricultural programme
here in the State of Assam and modern techniques are
to be adopted. Many experts are there in the Agriculture
University specialised in various subjects and their services
are to be utilised fully with co-operation. With the help
of improved type of cultivation and inspite of taking up
the various schemes, the ‘Grow More Food’ scheme and I
hope that the Govt. should take up this matter sincerely and
that with available resources, Assam can proceed well as the
University is going to introduce the agricultural engineering
and special type of subject in the University I think those
graduates will come up after taking degree in the particular
subject that they can lend to the Agriculture Deptt. what is
called maximum amount in irrigation and agriculture etc.
Therefore the performance that we have now assessed during
these years, atleast two years i. e. during the new regime, I feel
the agriculture could not play any effective role or change
the economic structure of the State and I personally feel,
1 have got no personal grudge against the Minister. Sir, { feel
so I want to request you the Chief Minister, that this Deptt.
is one of the most important deptt. here in the State of
Assam because it deals with the human elements of the
State. Therefore the performance that has shown by the
Minister In-charge of Agriculture. Deptt. is most dis-appoin
ting and I hope, of course it is upto him if you can that a
man of dynamic personality and vision and imagination
should be in-charge of the Agriculture Deptt. for the better-

ment of the entire people of the State,

With these observations Sir, I support the cutmotion moved
from this side of the House.
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed :— Mr. Speaker Sir, in support of
the Cut-Motion I would like to make a few observation,
Agriculture is one of the most important subjects and Agricul-
ture Deptt. is one of the oldest department dealing with the
oldest occupation mankind has ever had. Sir, with the increase
of population the necessity of increasing agricultural produc-
tion has also increased. So we should give attention to agricul-
ture and there should be an attempt on war footing to in-
crease agricultural production by means of scientific methods.
Tatensive cultivation on scientific methods is the only way for
increasing agricultural production. Before I come to the ques-
tion of increasing agricultural production, I would like to
speak a few words about the organisation of the Agriculture
Deptt. itself. Sir, we have got a five tier system of organisation
in the Agriculture Deptt. At the Secretarial level, we have
the Sscretary, then the Directorate and at the district level
we have the District Agricltural Oficer and at the Block level we
have got Agricultural Extension Officer and under him the
Gram Sevak and with the help of this organisation the Govern-
ment is uttering very high sounding words like green revolu-

tion and increase in production. Sir, unless this organ-
isation is re-organised and streamlined increase in food
production will be completely a castle in the air. Now
what happens? The District Agricultural Officer sits at
the district headquarter ; he is to look after a population
ranging from 5 lakhs to 10/12 lakhs. This is humanly im-
possible. That is why times without number I suggested
that the agricultural subdivisions should be re- organised
and the area should be reduced as far as possible. Every
Agricultural = subdivision should be co-terminus with the
Revenue circle and it should be consolidated in one

(5]
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organisation. For improving agriculture what we need is
irrigation, improved seed, improved equipments and finance.
But now there is no co-ordination between the different
agencies., The Seed Corporation is a begus organisation.
It is supposed to deal in improved varieties of seeds. It
is at present involving in a big racket of black marketing
and corruption. We may ecall the Seed Corporation of
Assam ‘The Seed Corruption of Assam’, How the Cor-
poration procure seeds is another story. They call for
quotation from various merchants, and what the merch-
ants do is well-known to all and that is why 50% of the
seeds supplied by the Corporation do not germinate, and
as a result the agriculturists suffer heavily and they are
beginning to lose confidence in the Agriculture Depart-
ment. Then again we have the Fertiliser Corporation.
This is another example of corruption and black marketing,
Sir, it is learnt that the Govt. of Assam once decided to
have another fertiliser plant in Assam, but the Fertiliser
Corporation of India through a conspiracy stopped this
project from coming up. This they did for obvious
reasons. There are big business magnates dealing in ferti-
lisers, and they prevented establishment of the fertiliser
factory in Assam. Then again there is no co-ordination
between the Agriculture Department and the Fertiliser Cor-
poration. Then we have got the Central Co-operative Bank
which is a financial organisation meant to finance the
agriculturists. Due to lack of co-ordination between the Agri-
culture Department, Seed Corporation, Fertiliser Corpora-
tion, Irrigation Department and the financing agency, the
agriculturists do not get the required help in time. Even
if they sometimes ge® it they do not get in time. That
is the greatest tragedy in the Agriculture Department, and
the department has completely failed to make a proper

co-ordination between the different agencies. That is Why
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Iam always suggesting the formation of agricultural subdi-
visions. All these agencies should be consolidated under one
roof. In that case the agriculturists who come to the office
will get all his requisites like finance, seeds, equipments,
fertilisers etc. from one source. This is the suggestion
I gave times without number, but I am sorry to say that
like the Revenue Department the Agriculture Department
is also sleeping like a Kumbhakarna, rather like a bigger
Kumbhakarna. The Agricultural Department have lost
confidence - of the people for obvious reasons. It has failed
to render necessary help to the agriculturists in time. In
order to arouse people’s confidence I would like to make
one suggestion. In each agricultural sub-division which must
be small in area there should be one model farm and that
should be state managed —directly managed by the Agricul-
ture Department itself. It should be absolutely on scientific
basis ; cultivators should be brought to these farms and
demonstrate before them the scientific methods of cultivation
and how modern methods may bring about greater yield
than the traditional method of cultivation. These farms
should be successful and the officer or officers in charge of
the farms should be made personally responsible for any
failure. Regarding irrigation, we have got minor irrigation
projects undertaken by the Agriculture Department, then
there is the Irrigation Department tagged to the Flood Con-
trol Department. Then there is Small and Marginal Farmar’s
agency. The result is the agriculturists do not get any
help. The proverb that ‘many a cook spoils the broth’
holds good here. This is another big agency for corruption
and lakhs and lakhs of rupees have been wasted. The
Small and Marginal Farmars Development Agency in the
Dhubri subdivision. I am sure atleast in may constituency
and in many parts of the Dhubri subdivision not a single
scheme has been taken on the field, but in the meantime
I think crores of rupees have been spent under this
4]
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Small and Marginal Farmars Development agency. In thig
way we are engaging differeat agencies and the agriculturists
bave been confused. That is why this Small and Marginal
Farmers Development Agency should be consolidated with
the other departments under one office in the agricultural
subdivision which must be co-terminus with the Revenue
Circle. Regarding production, whatever productien is there,
the cultivators are deprived of the major benefits. The major
share of the agricultural production is derived by some other
uascrupulous traders. As you know, Sir, in the countryside
there are small commzrcial centres. These are the centres of
exploitation of the agriculturists. They are not big merchants,
Phey are not Tatas or Birlas but they are small traders, un-
scrupulous traders who are being financed by big business
magnets of Calcutta and other places. These socailed small
traders are sitting in the commercial centres in the countryside
and are sucking the blood of the agriculturists like anything,
Sir, in the countryside there is a system called ‘Dadan’
system. At the time of crisis when the cultivator is facing
starvation and his family members are starving and when
he is faced with a situation in which he is compeiled 1o
sell his own children, at that moment whatever property
be may have, he must dispose of it. If he has a plot of
land, he will approach the merchant and obtain money
from him on condition that he will sell the crops to him
at a very negligible price. Sir, you will be surprised to
know that jute is sold“in--advance at Rs. 10/-per maund.
So a cultivator gets only Rs. 100/- for 10 maunds of jute.
That means if the market price of jute is Rs. 50/-per maund
he will zhave to sell it at Rs. 10/-per maund to that mer-
chant from whom he borrowed money. In this way the
major share of his crop is ltaken away by these unscru-
pualous merchants who gave him a loan. But unfortunately

Government is 'not doing anything to stop this practice,
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Government will say that there are Co-operative banks,
Nationalised banks to advance loan. Butdue to certain unnece-
ssary formalities and be cause of corruption and bribary on tl-lc
part of the bank officials, the cultivators do not get the help in
time. Sir, we who are intimately connected with the cul-
tivators do not get financial belp from the banks in time,
and that is why they are compelled to approach the
merchants. Sir, not only in jute, in all -other orops also
this practice is followed. Paddy is sold at Rs. 5/- per maund
and other Ravi crops are also sold in advance at a very
negligible price because the cultivator needs money to keep
his body and soul together. Therefore, Sir, there should
be a safeguard against this Dadan system and the merc-

hants who are living in the countryside must be stopped
from exploiting the cultivators.

Sir, what is the price of jute? A cultivator gets Rs.30/-
to Rs. 40/-per maund. But what is the ultimate price of
jute per maund when jute is exported to foreign countries ?
After deduction of the cost of transport and other costs
the producer who produces the jute with the sweat of
his brow should get the lion’s share but he does not get;
he gets only Rs.30/-to Rs.40/- per maund. In this way
also the major share of his agricultural produce is con-
sumed by non-agricultural persons. So, the Agriculture
Department must give safeguard against all these exploita-
tions. Agriculturist must get his due share, and that is why a
minimum price should be fixed for all commercial crops. I hope
the Agriculture Department will look into it though I
do not believe that this Department can do anything.

As regards marketing, we have got some marketing soc-

ieties nodoubt, The new Co-operative Societies which have

been formed and are being formed should be properly
0 :
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financed so that they can procure all marketable produce
from the agriculturists at a reasonable price and the Co-
operative Societies should bte in a position to finance the
cultivators in time of their need.

Then again the Agriculture Department should make an
attempt to make each agriculturist family self-sufficient in
every respect, in the matter of production of foord, pulses,
fish. meat and even clothes. Sir, before the advent of the
present civilization the cultivators were all :e!f-sufficient.
They could produce their required food from the field,
they collected the required quantity of fish from the beels,
they produced the required quantity of meat from their
own poultry and they even used to weave their own clothes.
But what is their condition to-day ? The cultivators living
in the villages do not have any cash with them and so
they cannot buy fish from the market because it is costly.
They cannot buy meat from the market because itis also
very costly, and they cannot produce sufficient food be-
cause of natural calamities and other things. Besides there
is the exploitation by merchants and money-lenders. The
family budget of each cultivator is a deficit budget and
it is going ion for decades, for generations. So, the Agri-
culture Department should not utter high sounding words
about agriculiural production but should pay their attention
to each agriculturist family and try te balance their bud-
get. To start with they should take one famiiy in each
village. If a cultivator has 10 bighas of land and has 10
members in his family the Departmental officer must take
pains to see that his budget is balanced. The officials of
the Agriculiure  Department must woik with missionary
zeal and should try to help every family. He should work
out how much quantity of food tle family will reed and how
much he can produce from his own land, and if he needs more,
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should find out the way how to produce more. If he needs fer-
tilizzr 12 m 1st be supplied with fertiliser in time ; if he requires
finance, he must be given finance ; if he requires improved
variety of seeds, he should be provided ; if he requires irriga-
tion, it should be provided on the spot. In that way, every
cultivator family must be helped properly at appropriate time.
Unless thatis done, all these high sounding words about agri-
cltural revolution will not help. What is the present position
to-day ? As the agriculture has failed, what is the present
position to-day ? The food position is very dangerous and we
know what is happcning, in Gujarat, we know what is happen-
ing in Bihar and we in Assam must not sit idle. Let us not be
sclf-eomplacent. We are sitting on the top of a volcano. This
Government is siting on the top of a volcano. Unless the
Government rise up to the occasion and take steps for im-
provement of agriculture on war footing they would be finished.
Not only the Agricultural Minister but the whole Government
will be finished in a day and that day is coming when the
over whelming majority will not help. Lakhs and Lakhs,
crores and crores of hungry people are rising like a giant.
Gujarat is an example and following the example of Gujarat
evefy part of India will rise. I warn the Govt. of Assam that
they should not sit idle ; they should not be self-complacent
because of the overwhelming majority because the people have
lost their patience ; they are rising ; they are not sleeping and
the calm and quiet as they appear to be is just a signal of a
great storm to come within a few days.

Shri Gaucishankar Bhattacharyya : Mr. Speaker, Sir, when we
discuss agriculture, we are to consider in a particular setting
and the first and foremost thing is the geographical position
of Assam. Asis very well known, Sir’ Assam is the most
isolated of all the States in India, located in the far north-easg
corner of the country and particularly since after partition our

only link with the rest of India has been a 35-mile wide corridor
(4]
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through North Bengal. Therefore, for everything Assam
is to aspire for self sufficiency and as I have always been saying,
food is the sine qua mon of existence because food is the
border of life and in a colonial aggrarian economy the develop-
mental process and ‘developmental activities also depend on
agricultural production basically. In that setting, Wwe must
remember that Assam has admittedly immense natural resources
but unfortunately these resources are as yet unharnessed. The
result is that here there is a rich State, rich country with a
poor psayole. Assam per capita income. just at the beginning
of our planned economy was higher than that of the average
Indian. Now, today, unfortunately, the per capita income of
an Assamese is lower than the average Indian per capital in-
come. This matter is also to be taken into consideration.

Now, all people know that plans are made with a view to
accelerate development. Unfortunately for Assam that has

not been so. I do not want to go into too much of arithmatic
but I should like to point out a few staggering statistics. The
Govt. of Assamhad appointed a Commission or Committe to go
into certain things in the year 1962ard that Committee had prep-
ared a Techno-Economic Survey of Assam. It washeaded by no
less a scholar than Dr. Lokanathan. From thatsource we see that
in 1950-51 the agcicultural productivity of Assam was higher
than the rest of India. This Commission gave the reason ag
the productivity of the soil of the va!leys-Brahmaputra Vél}ey
and the Surma, Barak valley. That ijs natural productivity.
After the plan started while the other states went on increasing
the productivity by harpessing and utilising scientific methods
Assam is lagging behind. The result was that the derﬂOPment
in the other States went faster and the development In Assam
is lagging behind. This I say because I think from the very
beginning we have started with a wrong premise. I want this
Govsrnment or any Government that may be, to start corec-
tly and to proceed at the expected rate. My submission is that
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what is possible in any other State in India should be possible
in Assam, I do not propose to go beyond the boundaries of
India and I do not propose also to be too idealistic, I should
like to confine myself to stark realities and the basic objective
situation. Now, Sir, looking from that point of view, in 1950-51
agricultural productivity of rice per acre in Aasam was, accor-
ding to the Lokanathan Commission 772 lbs as against all India
average of 596 Ibs. In other words, per acre yield in Assam
was 176 1bs higher than the [ndian average. Jute including
Mz:zda in Assam it was 1240 against India average of 931 1bs.
In othsr wocds, Assan stood on a higher plans of 309 lbs per
acre. Then pulses. In Assam per acre it was 336 lbs against
ail India average of 291 1bs ; 1. e., Assam productivity was 45
Ibs higher. Then seeds, i. €., mastard and rape seeds— Assam’s
rer acre yield was 448 1bs against all India average of 328 lbs.
That is to say Assam was by 120 on the higher slab. Regar-
ding tea—'Assam being the producer of more than 50%
Assam’s per capita productivity was 851 as against all India’s
842. That is 9 point higher in all. Then the output per acre
of gross crop lands in Assam was Rs. 341 as against All
India average of 152. In other wards, the output per acre
of gross crop land in Assam was Rs. 189 higher than the AlJl
Indian average and ouiput per-head of population in Assam
was Rs. 159 as against All India’s 136, i.e., per capita out-
put of Assam’s agriculturists wag Rs. 23/- higher than an
average Indian. To sum up, this Commission found that
the high productivity of Assam wasg mainly dueto the unique
fertility of the valley-lands inspite of the rough terrain of
the Hills, and this, I have already stated, is being quoteq
from the book-National Council of Applied Economic Re-
search under the Director-Lokanathan, Then, sir, after the
first plan what happend ? In rice and pulses, while Assam
was 873, India’s became 779. Assam was yet higher. But
as against 176, it came down to only 174. The difference

(4]
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against us is narrowed. Regarding Jute, aS against Assam
1200, Indian average became 894. Sir, here also the deffe-
rence is narrowed from 309 to 301 against US. Regarding
pulses, as against Assam-291, Indian rise was 260. Here,
of course, we continue to have arise. But then the difference
was narrowed this time also against us. In tea, no doubt
we went ahead and we went ahead from 148 than the
previous years, and we maintain to be higher. Then,
Sir, in all other items we went down. Then, SiT, what ha-
ppened in the subsequent plans, i.e., third and fourth plans
and for this purpose, not getting any other reliable data,
I have mainly depended on the Economic Survey prepared
by the Govt. of Assam in June, 1972 and the Study of the
Plan Achievement and Programme for 1974-75 presented by
the Hon’ble Chief Minister. Then from this Economic Sur-
vey, in 1971-72 as against Assam’s 985 k.g. of rice per
hectare, All India’s average production is 1,145 k.g. Now,
we will see in what great misfortune we have been a State
which was 176 k.g. higher in rice than All India average
has this time come down to 160 k.g. Sir, that has been our
achievement plans after plans. Sir, then coming to the com-
bined growth rate vis-a-vis All India’s position as shown
in the Economic Survey, we find in Assam the combined
growth rate has been minus and in India’s growth rate is
1.2. Then in Jute, which is our commercial crop, as against
0.1 in Assam, All India average growth is 0.2. That is say,
sir, ours is less by 0.1. Then regarding rapc and mustard
seeds, there has been some rise here also. But that is only
0.2 as against All India average of 1.4. Even in 1956, in the
matter of these seeds—production we were at a higher level
than the All India average. But by 1971-72, in the matter of
those seeds, we came down by 1.2%. In tea, of course,
we maintain that higher position and the latest development
is that we have improved in sugarcane and this I strictly
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refer because particlarly refer here because I am going to
suggest certain things in the next phase. Sir, now this is
the admitted fact that in the matter of agricultural develop-
ment not only we have failed to make any progress but
we have also in certain-respect come cown and our position
has become worse. But then what we exrect is that Govt.
should realise the position that this is the reality and Govt.
ought to have realised this. But unfortunately, I find that
reality is missing and then what we find in the latest publi-
cation of the Govt. document the Study of Plan Achieve-
ments and Programme for 1974-75 ? Sir, here in the chapter
of Agriculture, We find the position of rabi crops. Sir, I am
presenting the relevant portion for the consideration of the
Horn’ble Members of the House, whether this is true or not.
Hers we find at page (2), the Govt. has stated that ‘‘inres-
pect of rabi crops, areal breakthrough was made during
1972-73 when the total area under rabi crops shot up to
3.68 lakh hectares, the area under rabi crops in the preceding
year being only 1.54 lakh hectares. Area under wheat du-
ring 1972-73 was 1.12 lakh hectares, the area in the prece-
ding year teing only 40,000 hectares. In 1973-74, the area
under wheat is likely to fall down because of the scarcity
of high yielding varieties wheat seed from outside the State.
However steps are being taken to procure seeds in advance
and also to produce and preserve seed locally in the State.”
Sir, I do not know whether Iam blind or whether my gla-
sses are coioured. But I find atleast in todays newspaper
a report which corobroates my finding that so far as the
suggestion is concerned, not even half could be achieved,
Sir, we find in the previous years, there has not been even 50
achievement. This document coming from the Govt. gives a
picture that not only it has beea maintiined but it has been fur-
ther advanced. If this be complacency or self-satisfaction of the

Govt. what can we expect. -Problems there may come ;
(4]




86 Voting on Demands for Grants 19 March

difficulties there may be. If we do not see the problem,
if we do not realise the difficulties how shall we go to
ficht against them. It is easy to say let us fight on war
footing it 6is easy to say let us mike a gre:m revoluiion
bur first of all we are to appreciate where the lig is and
what is to be done. Sir, the target proposed for additional
fo »dgrains under the Second Plan, again Iam saying from
this Govt. report itself, not from my brain wage, aecording
to this report the target propoused for Second plan was
410 thousand tons but even by 1961 achievemant was only
250 thousand toms. Target was 410 and achievemant 250;
nearabout half. This is pags 25. Target for Fourth Plan
was 25 lakh tons only According to Govt.’s own admission
achievement was less by 2 lakh tons aanually, in 1972-73.
In 1973-74 achievement was less by one lakh ton than
the target and in 1974-75 itself they do not hope even
to reach the target set for 1972-73. For 1972-73 their
terget was 25 lakh tons only. Now for the coming year
they have made the target at 24'5 lakh tons. In the mean
time the population is growing. So while population is
growing the target ought to have been raised but iuspite
of growth of population and increased responsibilities we
cannot push ahead our target. Not to speak of target,
for industrialisation of the country if we do not generate if
agriculture does not provide with the necessary capital:
wherefrom shall we get the money to go for a wide range
of intensive and extensive iadustrial programme. Thisisa
matter which I earnestly request the hon’ble House to
consider. I therefore think that there should be certain
objectives for this agricultural sector as a *.whole. In my
humble opinion the first and foremost objective of Assam’s
economic policy should be to promote stability in agricul-
ture and to make concrete strides. First of all there should
be stabilty and basing on that we should go on making
strides. That should be our foremost objective. My second
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suggestion is that the resources of the State shall have to
be developed and diversified so as to make agriculture it
self an industry in this State. My third suggestion is that
we shall have to reduce the Pressure on land. I have got
figures to show that as years are rolling by the pressure
on land is increasing; but I think everybody admits it
and therefore, I do not want to place those figures again.
Now aaother point is the participation rate or the produc-
tivity of the individual farmers. According the Applied
Economic Develbopment Committee’s report in 1951 Assam’s
partcipation rate was higher than all India average, Produc-
tivity per worker both in primary and secondary sectors
was higher than the all India average. Due to higher
productivity per worker and higher participation rate Assam’s
par capita income in 1951 was higher than that of all
India. That is the finding of the C )mmission. Now though
than agricultural production of Assam vas higher and
thouzh it was nearly twice that of all [adia average, that
being Rs. 152 for Assam, we find that gradully the balance
has been upset and now that the rugged hill areas quite
a big part of it, that is to say Garo Hills, Khasi and
Jaintia Hills and Mizo Hills are not in Assam the produc-
tivity ought to have shown higher rise but it appears in
successive plans there has not been appreciable rise in the
yield of crops. The chief reason for this is that our
farmers have not been able to show enough response to
agricuitural improvemsnt. This response they have been
unable to show not because of their lethargy but because
of certain objective difficulties which are there and these
objective difficulties can be removed only by an enlightened
and far sighted Govt. Uncertainities caused by floods even
Now appears t0 be the main cause of the indifference of
our agriculturists. We have at present surplus ceieals but we

I:ave acute shortage of pulses and oil' seeds. 1 have already
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shown Assam’s soil grow very good oil seceds as also pulses.
As a matter of fact the productivity of Assam for a laige
period continued to be higher than India. I do poturder-
stand why the Agriculture Department should not be able
to surpass the Indian average in these two respects. Ano-
ther thing is to be seen. The Assamese diet is low in
protein ; it is poor in protein and rich in ca:bohyd:ates
and it isthe pulses that provide protein tous. We should,
therefor, in there interest of the health of our pecple incre-
ase the production of pulses. Many a (ea garden have beco - e
uneconomic. [ think some of these tea gardens along withl. bour
population working there can be engaged in raising pulses like
Arahar or sugar-cane. When I went some years back to
the Dergaon sugar Mill I was shown round some of the
sugar fieilds which grew and developed on some abundant
tea estates probably those arcas which were abundant now
appearing unfit for cultivation can be profitably used for
Arahar and sugar. We can encourage sugar because it
produces liquer, the main ingredignt and is derived from
air. While we cannot afford to export minerals, we cannot
afford to export vitamins and protins we can very well
afford to export those things, which are derived from air. We
can for eternity go on exporting sugar for the Indian people’s
health as it had not affected the health of the Cubean
people. Therefore, I think, we should think on celf-suffi-
ciency in food supply This outlook should be examined
in the Agriculture Ministry. We should aim at self-suffi-
ciency in food supply, particularly in view of the transport
defect and piculiar geographical position. We should aim at
producing enough food to create buffer-stock agail_nst bad wea-
ther and against the disruption in our communication ?nd also
to build up a capital for our further development in apro-
industries. Qur principal commercial crops, mainly, jute and
tea, as SO many Hon’ble memters have alieady said, may be
profitably developed and oil-sceds and pulses should be
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produced in the entire area. Sir, I would like to draw
the attention of the Agriculture Ministry the North Cachar
Hills aad Mikir Hills. Those two areas are comperatively
rocky areas. But in Mikir Hills very easily there can bLe
grown cotton and papaya. Without much effortpapaya is
grown there in abundance. Cotton and Papaya should be
specially considered in the case of Mikir Hills. In case of
North Cachar Hills where exists citras like orange, pine-
apple in abundance. We should develop those things. We
may also develop arecanut in those places. By this we can
save huge amount which is going to Bangladesh from Assam
on this arecanut. Again, Coffee, which, is being exported in
sufficieat quaatity from Cachar Hills,is of high quality. I
gave it to one of my S,uth Indian friend. told about the
good quality of this coffee. It is an excellent guality. This
should be kept in mind, because unless and uniill we can
develop the economy of this hill region, simply depending
on bounties there cannot be any development. They should
be given shelter or giving a little weightage will not sati-
sfy the people, will not solve our problems, cannot help
in our lot. This economic condition should gradually be
improved and they should be self relient, the students should
be capable of digesting more solid food. We are now

cornperativel_y weaker. These people should not be spoon
fed, and this spoon feeding may be avoided only when

the basic econemy is developed. Then the people become
participants. For this purpose, we shall have to take recou-
rse to modern science and technology. We shall have to
fiad out better seeds, we shall have to take recourse to
medium and minor irrigation schemes in preference to major
irrigation schemes. I should like to suggest that we may
use tanks, lift irrigation, wells, tube-wells for the purpose
of agriculture development rather than going on for very
big projects. For example, in my own area, we have been

(‘.
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hearing about Pagladia control for many many years. I do not
know when it will come. But it will not be a composite
and multipurpose scheme. It will only be a flood control
scheme and many other schemes have been taken. But what
the ultimate benefit will be, I do not know. If small and
medium irrigation is resorted to, the agriculturists will come
forward and improve their labour economy not only in
respect of intensive cultivation but also inextensive cultivation
without any aspersion on the Govt., In the matter of this
Farming Corporation I can say that even if all the Farming
Corporations succeed fully, say in 100 percent they
will not solve the problem of the Assam agriculturists
becsuse they will cover only a very small percentage
of the total population. The Assamese agriculturists
should be made self-relient and developed. Then
we shall nave to give parcticular attention to the small
cultivators we shall have to find out not only jobs
but also comperatively useful and productive jobs for this
sector of people. Now, in our condition of seasonal
working and for this purpose the A griculture Deptt shall
have to sce that better varieties of seeds, better manure,
more water and timely water are given to the fields of
agriculture. Everything is not very costly, for example,
green manure, compost manure, cow dug etc. need not be
costly. I request that the Ministry of Agriculture be more
objective than subjective and I request that there should be
greater and better coordination with the connected depart-
ments. There should be closer coordination between the
Revenue Department and the Agriculture Deptt. We cannot
think of agriculture without livestock however we may speak
of about big firms. They will not solve the problem. .We
shall have to think on the poor and small agiiculturists,
We cannot ignore, livestock, we cannot ignore Forest Depar-
tment. Itis, Ithink, along idea that we should have 30
or 33 per cent of reserve forest. But why there should be

N
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reserve forest as were in ages. Rev. Nicholse Roy told me at

v/ Kamrkuchi sector, in our own bastis, there is arecanut trees,
trees on both sides, which are as good as forest. Itis not
necessary that supply marked as reserve forest and that wili

serve the purpose of forest. What is needed is green and

that green can be anywhere. It need not necessarily be mar-

ked as’reserve forest’. If these forests are also properly look-

ed after and utilised in the interest of the agriculturists and

if the Soil Conservation Department, Forest Department,
Revenue Department. Animal Husbandry and Livestock De-
partments—as a matter of fact if the entire Government

2y~ have one mind that we shall stand on our own legs to
| generate our own economy out of our own efforts and we
| shall build up infra structure which will have no depen-
‘ dence on any outside help that alone I think, can solve the
| problem, the problems of our 85% of the rural population
l who are dependent on agriculture. I do not know who wil]
’ captain this. Itisnot for me to say this man or that man.
| should be in-charge of the Department. Itis for the Gover-
l nment to do. 1 only humbly request that if the Government
lwgoi  has any love for the common man, if they have any
™= feeling for them and if they have been sympathising with
their sufferings which I hope and believe they have and do,

I think agriculture must get the topmost priority in the

. Governmental effeorts. With these few words Sir, I
support the cut motion.
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Shri Gajen Tanti, Minister : Mr. Speaker. Sir, as assured in

the House the following information are placed on the table
of the House :

The price of rapeseed and ex-mill price is Rs. 107.75 per tin of

16 litres and Rs. 7/- per litre in retail shops within Greater
Gauhati. The price was fixed on 4.3.74.
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Dr. Ribindra Kumar Goswami : On a point of clarification,
m1y I ask the Hoa’ble Miaister whether his attention has been
drawn to a remark made by the Committee on Govt. Assura-
nces in its 19th Report, page 118, ‘the action taken in this
matter by the Government during the period of 12 years is not
satisfactor Government should therefore pursue the matter
more vigorously.’
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua :— Sir, under Rule 301 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam legislative
Assembly [ beg to raise an urgen inportant matter relating
to the newsitem appearing in the Dainik Asom, dated 18th
February, 1974, under the caption” “efafas F=mag a6 Sir,
in this connection I want to draw the att: ntion of this August
House that during last year when the representatives of the
Teachers’ Association met the Education Minister, then the
Govt. gave them an assurance that their demands will be
fulfilled. Then, sir, when we raised the issue in this House,
then these assurances were confirmed by the Minister of Edu-
cation. Now, sir, one year has been lapsed but till today
nothing bas been done on the part of the Govt. Sir, it is
surprising to note that not a sipgle demand has been eonceded
as yet. Then, sir, sometime in the month of last November,
Teachers’ representatives came and discussed this matter again
with the Education Minister and at that also similar assu-
rances were given by the Govt. It was also intimated to
them that all of their demands will be conceded. But it is
surprisingly enough that though there were assurances one
after another from the Govt. but till today nothing has been
done in this respect and their demands are still uraitended.
Then, sir, this time also when the teachers wanted to go on
strike for an indefinite period, Gevt. intervened in this ma-
tter. There was a discussion with their representatives and
it was agreed that the specific demands will be conceded,

But why till today not a single demand is fuliilled for which

the teachers have now decided to go on

= strike again
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indefinitely. Sir, I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister
Education when some assurances were given 1o them as well
a- to this House, then why the Govt. is not in a position to
fulfil the assurances. Sir, it is a matter of bojcur the agree-
ment which was made with the honourable gentlemen by the
honourable Govi. So, 1 do not undersiand why the Govt.
fail to fulfil the agreement which was made with the repre-
sentatives of the Teachers’. Sir, considering the present eco-
nomic sitnation p evailing in tbe State, 1 hope Govt. will
not hesitate to fulfil the assurances made with the repre-
sentatives of the Teachers. Sir, we are now in a difficult
period and we are doubtful whether we have any moral right
to sit here in this House without doing anything for the
people. Therefore, a time may came when we may be thrown
out of this House as in the case of other Siates Sir, tea-
chers are pas»ing their days with great hard.hip. Govt. agreed
to gave them something but it seems instead of giving them
bread Govt. is going to give them stones, and no people,
no teacher can tolerate such kind of treatment from the Govt.
Therefore, 1 want to know categorically from the Govt.
could not concede to the demand of the teachers. The tea-
ch:rs resorted to sirike and assurance was given one year
bafure. Now, what is the difficulty on the part of Govt.
to keep their promises and assurances ? Do Govt. want the
teachers and students to go on strike and the employees to
on strike so that there may be confusion in the State

g0 .
why they do not concede to their demand ?
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Shri Atul Ch. Saikia : Mr. Speaker Sir, I Wwant to raise a
discussion under Rule 49 of the Rules of Procedure ang
Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly op gz
matter arising out of an answer to Starred question No. 229
asked by Shri Lakshmi Kanta Saikia on 7th March, 1974
regarding “Nehoru Stadium Aru Guest House”. Sir there
would be few amongst the lovers of sports and .music
who have not witnessed any game or cultural show, whethe;
that be the football, cricket, table tennis, wrestling or musijca]
pites at Nebru Stadium. Most of the people have t}:e
impression that the Nehru Stadjum and Guest Houyge ,,Iie
he‘ing; managed by the Gauhati Sports Association, But actuaally
tlgls Is not the fagt. Sir, in the year 1953, the Nationa]
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Sports Club of Assam was created and it came into exi-
stence with an unitary character. Subsequently, the position
was modified and 3 regional Committees, one at Jorhat,
one at Gauhati and the other at Shillong were formed.
The Stadium and its Guest House are now being managed
by the National Sports Council of Gauhati Regional Com-
mission. Few Govt. offices took all the pains to put the
objects of the National Sports Council of Assam into rea-
lity. Some Sports loving business of Assam also contri-
buted for the implementation of the objectives of the Na-
tional Sperts Council. Now, Mr. Kidwai is the President
and Shri Nurul Amin is the Secretary. Mr. Kidwai is living
at Delhi since a few years back. I am told that the Treasurer
had expired and some of the members of the Executive
Committee also expired longago. I am also told that for
the last 12 years or so there was no meeting of the National
Sports Council of 'Assam was held. This central NSCA
created the Regional Committee at Gauhati with Shri Radlra
Gobinda Barua as president, Shri Rajen Choudhury as Secre-
tary cum Treasurer and, other & members, out of which,
Shri Joy Kanta Barua who has become invalid for the last
4 yéars. The Gauhati Sports Association has three representa-
tives in this Regional Cc mmittee, who serve the Committec, for
a specific period, - after which, they retire. But this gentleman

are allowsd to participate in the stadium Committee aand
not in the Guest House Committee.

Sir, I would be failing in my duty if I do not mention the
name of Shri R. G. Batua, who is the architect of the Nehru
Stadium and its Guest House. Due to old age of ShriR. G
Barua, he has not been able to give much time to the affairs
of the Regional Committee for the last few years. As a result,
three offices namely, President, Secretary and Treasurer have
been vested in oneindividual in the person of Shrl Rajen
Choudhury. The sports loving people of Gauhatl maintained

v
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conspicuous silence because of Shri Barna whose integrity and
sincere'y beyond doubt. He is the man who created the Stadium.
I only question the wisdom of Shri Bariea for allowing to
use his good name by the Secretary cum Treasurer. The
N.S. C. A created the Gauhati Regional Committe but the
main body is not functioning. So, there is none, even on
sufficient ground, to removal the office bearers of the Gauhati
Regional Committee. The full advantage of the situation

has been taken by only the individual mean, the Secretary
cum Treasurer.

Sir, apart from the grants-in aids, let us see what are the
sources of incomes of this Gauhati Regional Committee ?
The Stadium gets income like this (1) 125 percent rent on
gross sale, excluding taxes, of the Lokopriva Gopinath
Bordoloi Trophy, (2) Godown rent from the Text Book
Production Committee, (3) Rent for leting out the Restaurant
and eight dormatory rooms (4) rent for staging musical aides
(5) Wrestling, (6) Rent for leting out the indor stadium to
table tenis Clubs or Associations, (7) Income from cricket
games , (8) Electric charges collected from each boy and girls

regularly playing table tenis at the Indor Stadium (9) renting
out the Stadium’s chairs to marriages etc.

The Guest House has the following incomes : (1) from boat-
ders staying at Guest House (2) Rent obtzined from the Tea
Auction Market, Rotary and Lions’ Clubs and in frequently
renting out the hall to Commercial firms for holding semi-
nars and conferences in the Guest House. Now let us see
Wwhether all incomes are accounted for properly and whether
all expenditures are made judiciously. Sir, in my file, I have
got the audited balance sheet for the year erded on 3]st
March, 1972. Tt shows that the Secretary kept cash in hand
Rs. 94,965.87. Sir, I repeat that the Secretary kept in his
hand a cash of Rs. 94965.57. Apart from that this the

L
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gentleman concerned in the same accounting Yyear, has obtai-
ned loan from the Guest House account a sum of Rs. 1702 and
from th= Stadwm Account Rs.685.77 Now, Sir. if we total
the who'e amount, 1T comes to Rs.97,35+.50 Siy, perhaps
nowhere in India any individus] has been allowed to keep
so much of money as cash in hand (Voice from the Oppo-
sition : he is a lucky man) Again, I am giving you one in-
stance. One contractor, ShriS. K. Mazumdar, who did the
construction work for the stadium in the year 1971-72, he is

to gst Rs. 54,576 .46

Mr. Speaker—Mr. Saikia under Rule 49 you can only raise
matters which need e'ucidation. It appears you arc raising
the whole history. Rule 49 reads as “The Speaker shali allot
half-an-hour or such time as he deems fit for raising discu-
<sion on a matter of sufficient public importance which has
been the subject of a recent question, o1al or written, and
the answer to which needs elucidation on a matter of faet”.
So you should confine yourself to the supplementaries which
need elucidation. You are giving the history of the case. For
this you ought to have come under Rule 50, but you are
coming under Rule 49. Under Rule 49 time is also limited-

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia—I am finishing Sir. Shri S.K.Mazum-

dar was to receive Rs, 54,567.46 from the Stadium account.
While the same gentleman has given advance of Rs.79,589.45
from Guest House Account in the year 1971-72. S0, he was
paid excess Rs.25,021.99 Again, there was cricket game
between Australia and India in 19¢9 and the income W#S§ 1O
tre tune of Rs.1,27.273 30. The audit was completed but the
amount has not been included in the balance sheet Of 1970-
71. Similarly, Sir, there was some exhibition match between
Maham nadian Sporting, East Bengal, Mohan Bagan and
Assam Potice in 1971-72 and the coliection was about 2 lakhs

of rupees.

That accounts have not been finalised till to-date.

A
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Where is the money ? Was it in the accounts of the Stadium
Commititee. But it is not there. Sir, 1here is huge due out-
standing from the boarders, which will be about 1} Jakhs of
rupees. But no attempt has been taken to realise the amount.
On wrestling account, the profit has been accounied for
Rs:84,627.54. Who conducted this audit? If not, why not ?
Sir, every year, construction works are done but no tender
is invited. There is one gentleman, who allotes the work
to contractors, the same gentleman passes the bill as Sec-
retary and pays the bill as Treasurer of the Committee. Sir,
I have along list to submit.
Y

Sir, if T want to be member, I cannot become 2 member.
Recently, one gentleman of Gauhati, who was jn sports
world, applied for membership of the National Sports Club
of Assam. The Gauhati Regional Committee asked- him to
deposit Rs 500 and he deposited the money and sent his
application. The Piesident also asked the Secretary, Mr.Nurul
Amin toenrol him as member but up till now he has not
been enrolled. Thercfore, Sir, in view of all these things, I
would request the Government to dissolve this Regional Cd;;l_
mittee and order for a probe, ejthe; by some members of
this House or b\: Some others so that public money, which
we have been giving them is not lost. :
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Shri Atul Saikia : On a point of clarification. Sir, the Mini-
ster has stated that there is no serious audit objections raiscd
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by the Chartered Accountant T have got the audited accounts
of the Australia-Izdia East Zone match held at Gauhati on
6th, 7th and 8th of December 1969 This was audited on
28th October, 1976. The profit was Rs.l 27,214.30. Why this
amount has not been included in the balance sheet for the
year 1970-71 7 1 would now read frem the balance sheet of
1971-72. ‘The accourts of the Australia-India cricket match
and the exhibition match has not been adjusted for nonsub-
mission of the accounts.” What has happcned to this ?
Sir, this is the mystery.
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Mr. Speaker :— The discussion is closed. The House stands
adjourned till 10 A.M. tomorrow.

( The House rose at 5.22 P.M.)

P. D. Barua,
Dispur Secretary, Legislative Assembly
19-3-74, Assam.




