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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Thursday, March 21, 1974

The House met at 10 A.M. in the Assembly Chamber,
Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.
STARRED

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(To which oral answers were give)

Re : Special Vigilance Cell

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked :

¥399. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state ¢

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Government of Assam
have set up a Special Vigilance Cell recently to detect
and eliminate Corruption in the various Government
Deptts. under direct control of the Chief Minister, Assam ?

’(b) If so, how many cases have so far been detected and
punished (details of the name of officers, Deptt.
and nature of offences to be furnished). ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) replied :
(a)—Yes.

(b)—So far 18 cases against 13 public servants have been
detected and none has been punished or convicted yet.
(A list of officials along with their Departments and nature of
offences committed is placed on the Library Table).

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I have gone through the
documents which are placed on the Library Table. The Chief
Minister has stated that so far 18 cases have been detected.

Apart from these 18 cases there are some more cases
detected may I know what are those cases ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : The list which I

~
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have placéd on the table includes only the criminal cases.
The departmental proceedings have been drawn up against-
some officers. They are :-

Shri Dr. J. M. Buzarbarua, Director of Vety & A.H. Assam'-:
Shri J.C. Barua, E.E. E & D. Deptt. ’

Shri N. K. Saikia, S.D.O. '
Shri Ramesh Hazarika, S.D.O.
Shri Jadu Bora, S. 0. .
Shri Ananda Bora, S. O.

Shri Md. M. Hussain, §. A.
Shri Nirmal Bora, S. A.

Shri Rambali Thakur, S. A.

Shri M. N. A. Kabir, the then Additional §. P., Darrang.
Shri B. Das, the then Chief Executive Officer, Assam
Khadi and Village Industries Board, Guwahai.

Shri H. Patawary,
Industries Board,

Shri 8. Bora, District Industries officer, Guwahati.
~ Shri B. Sarma, Executive officer, Industries Deptt.
Shri L. Baruah, Ex. Officer Industries Deptt.
Shri P. C. Borpujari, Supdt. of Indust
Shri G. C. Bordoloi,
tries Deptt. Tinsukia.

Shri N. K. Bharali, former Depot i/c Raw material Tinsukia.
Shri Prahlad Chandra’ Das $.D.0. P.W.D. Sarbhog.

Shri S. Talukdar S.O. Sarbhog. |

Shri G. Das. S. 0., P.W.D. Barpeta.

Shri S. Das, B.D.O. Karara Dev. Block. . .
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua:May I know whether any
ctiminal case has been established against these officers ?

E & D Deptt.

_Cashier of Assam Khadi and Village"l:
Guwahati X

ries .Debtt.
Depot i/c Raw materials of Indus-
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[ mean about those 14 criminal cases as has been
mentioned by the Chief Minister ?

Shri Sarat Chandra  Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, in
some cases charge sheets have been drawn up.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: I want to know whether any
criminal cases has been instituted against these persons who
are Involved in the criminal cases ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister ) : Yes Sir, cases
have been instituted.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua ¢ May I know from the hon’ble
Chief Minister what is the legal and constitutional locu-
standi of this particular cell ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, it has the
locustandi. It finds out the facts. Once the facts are found,
then the normal procedure of law takes its course.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, unless some Act or
Provision is made the persons involved may go to
High Court challenging the validity of the Cell and may
make it null and void.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, I think I
have clearly explained that the lacustandi of the Cell is
0 find out the facts and on the basis of the facts the
steps are taken. There is no question of High Court
questioning the status of the Cell.

DA Sz @ 1o o I96R siere Fq Ay (OSEIRT
% o AT I oivrete oI 0 |
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Shri Indreswar Khound : Sir, what is the difference between

the Special Cell and Anti-corruption Deptt. Is it a fact

s
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that due to the creation of the Cell the Anti-corruption |
Deptt. has become idle and redundant ?

Shri- Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : No Sir, the
Anti-corruption Deptt. has not been made idle. It is doing
its business ‘in the apptoptiatt manner. We have devised
a ‘quicker method to dispose of the cases. If a case i
senf to the anti-corruption department, it takes a long - -
time, as the.cases used to go through different channals.
Thereby the cases are delayed. With the creation of this J

Cell, we have cut short the procedure and can quickly dis-
pose - of the cases.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : If I have heard it correctly, the
Chief Minister has stated that 18 cases have been detec-
ted and out of these 13 cases are against officials. May 1

know about. the remaining 5 cases against whom these
cases have been detected ? Are they non-officials ? If so,
who are those non-officials ?

Shri Séprat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : I have placed
the list on the Table of the House.

Mr. Speaker : All the 18 cases.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Yes Sir.

Qg @ AFFW 2 W g Tl SwE el v qm o=
crge fefapaaita @t fefamm b o= oM efem cife ¢
A AR Gfent o8 @RaE bt ety oSEns st
faos fitre BB FAFAR wgEs Baw e apwesy wiis Gl 2
e b= ezt 3 @30T w9 51 Afa

- Shri Premodhar Bora : Sir, out of the 18 such cases already |
detected, how many of them are in the preliminary stages :
of investigation, how many in the stage of drawing up
of departmental proceedings and how many finally charge-
sheeted ¢ '
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Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, I have

given all the details in. the statement -placed .in the

Library Table.

Shri Ataur Rahman : As regirds the special cell, may I
know whether any time limit is fixed for disposal of cases
arid is it known to the Government that due to delay
in disposal of cases by this very Special Cell, a feeling of
demoralisation is prevailing in the rank and file of -the
officers because it is working like a Democle’s Sword, Sir ¥
Shri Sarat Chandra ‘Sinha ( Chief Miister ) : Sir, if thé
hon’ble Member so desires, we may withdraw the Cell:
Shr1mat1 Pranita Talukdar S1r may I know ‘from the hon*
ble Chief Minister what procedure will be followed for
further mvestlgatlon after placmg the oﬁicers under sust
pension ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister) : Sir, the proce-
dure is normal. Once an officer is placed under suspen-
sion, then on the basis of available facts, proceedings.-are.
drawn up, oiﬁcer;esked to submit his explanation and,aftevl;‘
examination of the explanation, action is taken accordingly.

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit : Sir, whether this Cell is aut-
horised to examine the allegatlons agamst Leglslators and

parliamentarians. -
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha. ( Chief . Mlmster) er 1f the -

hon’ble Member so desires, this may be excluded.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir, this Specml ngllance
Cell was formed though there is actually an “Anti-Corru-
ption Department to make a short-cut method in the
matter of. speedy investigation and to find - out the. fault’
of the. officers. May I know when this Special Vigilance '
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Cell was formed and why inspite of there being a Special
Vigilance Cell over and above an Anti-Corruption Depart-
ment; why there is so much delay in disposal of the case
against the Director of Veterinary 9

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, in this case,
departmental proceedings has been drawn up. He has been
asked to submit his explanation and he has not yet sub-
mitted the explanation.

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit : Sir, I did not plead for exc-
lusion of Legislators and parliamentarians from the scope
of the Special . Vigilance Cell. I only wanted to know

whether. this Cell is authorised to deal with the cases
-involving legislators and parliamentarians and has there
been any such case of suspension etc. since ?

Shrl Séfat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister ) : Sir, so far it
has not been so, but if the hon’ble Member so desires. .

R " Re:FDR Grants to Mankachar Area

Shri Nurul Islam asked :

#+400. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be Pleased to state o
(2) The total sum allocated from FDR grants to Mankachar
area (to be furnished roadwise ) ?
(b) Whether - the fund has been utiliseq 2

(c) If not, the reasons thereof ? ‘ '
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P. W. D.) replied :

(@)—A sum of Rs. 8,00,000 (Not road-wise) has been
placed at the disposal of E.E. Goalpa
toration of flood damages to roads
including Mankachar area.

(b)—The fund is being u
progress.

ra Division for reg-
etc. in his Division

tilised and some works are in

(c)—=Does not al:ise in view of reply to (b) above.

/.

FO
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Re : Dhemaji Sub-division

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli asked :

#401. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state—
(a) The amount sanctioned to Dhemaji Subdivision under
various Heads such as (1) Gratuitous Relief (2) Test Relief

(3) Water Supply (4) Sali seedlings (5) Rehabilitation grant
during the year 1971-72, 1972-73 and 1973-74?

(b) The total amount utilised and the total amount surren-
dered under different heads ?

() Whether it is a fact that there were some misappro-
priation cases detected in case of purchasing and dis-
tribution of Sali_seedlings durmg the year 1972-73?

(d) If so, what steps have been taken by Government' m'

this regard ?
Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) replied :

(@) & (b)—Statement showing the year-wise amounts
sanctioned and the year-wise amounts utilised and surren-
dered is laid on the Table of the House. ‘

(c)—No such cases have come to the notice of Govern-

ment as yet.
(d)—Does not arise in view of ‘reply to (c) above.

Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli : Sir, in reply to (c), the hon’ble
Minister has stated that there is no such case of 'mis- -
appropriation. May I draw the attention of the Minister .
whether he is very. much- correct in saying that there is
no much case of mlsapproprlatlon because. I exactly know
that there is a case of mlsappropnatlon pertammg to
distribution of seedlings at Dhemaji Sub- Division ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : I shall have to get
the matter examined. So far, T am speaking from the

e T mermtakle
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Shri Premodhar Bora : Sir, at the time of granting test
relief etc., recommendations come from the districts and
. sub-divisions and then only sanctioned by Government.
What are the reasons then for surrender of the huge
amount of relief money when the demands are prepared
by the district authority?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : Sometimes it is found
that assesment is wrong and on the high side and hence
surrender. .

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, the Minister has stated
that he was speaking from the records available. Is Goverp.-
ment aware of the fact that on the charge of mjs.
appropriation of 'gratuiious relief money as well 44
distribution of sali seedlings, some officers were placed
under suspension and if so, why the Minister has peep
sayin'g" that he is speaking from records and why there
is no ‘record of such cases of misappropriation ?

- Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : There might be ¢age
records with the police, but I have to depend on the:
record available in my Department.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: If some officers are placed
under suspension on the basis of police records, how then
the Minister can say that he has no information 9

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : In reply to an earlier

supplementary, 1 have already said that I will get the
matter examined.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, to my knowledge the case
has originated a year ago and why as such, the Minister
has in his record no such report ? May I know whether
any such kind of case has been detected in Dhemaji sub-

o
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division for which three officers have been put under

suspension ? ‘
Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : Again I am saying,
Sir, that I shall get the matter examined. '

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, we are very sorry with
this pattern of reply. We have got definite _information
that there is a case of mlsappropnatlon of the pubhc

money under different heads and three officers have been
The questxon is very specific and

placed under suspension.
About _gratuitous

the Mmlster should say —yes OT. 1oO.
relief, text rehef water supply, Sali seedllngs rehabilitation
grant during the year 1971-72, 1972-73 .and 1973-74, the
total amount -utilised and the total amount surrendered
under different heads, the question is very spe01ﬁc and
the Minister should give us definite information. If he

does not want to give information. there is no use of

asking questions.

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister)
the report -available, the answer has been -given - that ‘no
such case has so far come to the notice of the Government.
As the hon’ble Member has said that there is such a-case,
1 assure him that I shall get-the matter. examined.

Shn Dulal Chandra Barua : My question is who suspended
these officers—Is it not Government? Is it not the duty
of the .Government to obtain information even after receipt

Sir, on the basis of

of the question to that effect ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (_Mlmster) :
information.

HaSY wFTO! I 3 S Tz T AET WO AT «1%1 el
Fifia AR @ &% ‘53 e s cwas A Wﬁ Quvsifena

I' shall collect
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Shn Glasuddln Ahmed : May I know whether it is a fact
that some officers were placed under suspensxon for alleged
misappropriation as mentioned in question (c).

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister): I have already replied
to that, Sir. 4 '
Shri Ramesh Mohan Kouli : Sif it is a very sad state of
affairs that even inspite of the fact that there is a police
case pending in the Court, even then, how the Minister
can say that there is no information. I am very sorry,

Sir, and may I know whether the case has since been
charge-sheeted ? ~

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : I shall look into the
matter, and examine the question. :

Mr. Speaker : Are you examining it and afterwards giving
the information to the House.

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : The information will
be given afterwards, Sir. '

-
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Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkakati : How can he give inform-
ation afterwards, Sir, when the answer is that there no such
information with the Government ?

Mr. Speaker : I shall keep this question pending for a
week or so.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We submit, Sir, that you will
kindly give direction to the Minister to give proper reply
- to questions put by Members.

Mr. Speaker : Speaker cannot compel a particular Minister

to reply.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Sir. what time he needs,
because the officer has been put under suspension ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister) : By 27th.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, I have a submission to make ;
the hon’ble Minister on the one hand has said that no
such cases have been brought to the notice of the govern-
ment, on the other hand, the hon’ble member has said

that the officers have been put under suspension. It is not
the question of submitting the information after-wards but it
is the question of enquiry by the House as to whether the

hon’ble Minister is suppressing the facts.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, in the meantime, the ‘House
committee has made an enquiry about the matter and the
HouseCommittee found that these people have been put
undersuspension in Dhemaji sub-division for misappropriation

and now the Minister is suppressing the facts. The commi-
ttee of this august House has investigated into this and

now how could the Minister said so ?

Mr. Speaker : I have kept the question pending.
Ry 271 ¢ [ T, R (g @ a@ e e fafie
IfFE g FIR ARKA L 92 fagta qoig e fafas ARG
Atfs 3@l Azed A IFAEA (68 X FAAE frae 2
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qgF ¢ STl IT AR

Re : Employment Exchanges

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

#402. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—
(a) How many job seekers have been provided with jobs
by the Employment Exchanges of Assam during the year
1972-73 ? -

(b) What was the total _numbers of job seekers on the
Live Register of Employment Exchanges of Assam during
the year 1972-73 ? - |

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister, Labour ) replied :

(@)—The Employment Exchanges of the State provided
5624 persons with jobs during the year 1972-73 (Ist April,
1972 to 3lst Maljch, 1973). _

(b).—Thére were 1,03,16_7 job seekers on the Live Regi- .
sters of the Employment Exchanges on 3ist March, 1973.
Shri Atul Chandra Saikia : Sir, May I know from the hon’ble
Minister what is - the number of job seekers ? Of them, how
many are engineers, doctors, M. As, B. As, under-graduates,
matriculates, skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti ( Minister) : Sir, regarding the job provided,
the figures with me are like this : Central government-2773
during that period, State government-859. Quasi-goverp.
ment-769 and other 1,263, that is 5624. And regarding the
job seekers, professional, Technical and related workers-2190,
Administrative, Executive and Managerial workers-7, Clerical

and related workers-1, 087, Sales workers-65, Farmers,
Huiiters;, rishermen, Feggerl-14,752 Mines and Quarrymen
and related workeis-46, Workers in transport and commu-
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nication-1685, Craftsman Production Process workers-10,
876, Service, Sports and recreation workers-3799, workers
not classified by occupations  including educated persons
withdut' any prévious job experience-68, 660, The total job
seckers of that day was 1,03,167.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia: Sir, how many job seekers
were there in the special employment exchange for the
plahtd’tibq workers and how many have been provided
with jobs ? T _—
Shri Gajen Tanti . (Minister) : Siry -that break-up is not:
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Shii Ataur Rahman :- May I have the subdivisionwise break
up of the jOb_s ~provided by the Employment Exchanges ?
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : The break up is not with
me at the moment. : ' o o
Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, one of the procedures for
appointment through the Employment Exchanges is this.
. as we_know ; The Appointing a_uthoritSI asks the Employm-
ent exchanges to send alist of intending. candidates. The
Exchanges then send a list of the intending ‘éaﬁﬂci‘idates‘to
the Appointing authority and while sendiﬂg the list it is
alleged that some favouratism and other sorts of co'rr'ﬁp-‘
tion takes place. May I know on what basis the Employ-
ment Exchanges select the list of intending candidates ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister): The Employment Exchanges

send a panel of names as required by the employer. If
there is any allegation’of corruption in- sending the panel

of names, certainly Government will take action.
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Shri Giasuddin Ahmed: On what basis the panelis
prepared ?

Shri Gajen Tanti: On priority basis.

ST @] @I 7T6DT 2 wWArF  Wzled, WG gy «f{ fags
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Shri Suranjan Nandi: 1 find that last year Subdivisional
Committees were formed. But it is surprising that no sitting
of the Committees have been held till today.

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : If these Committees are not
sitting properly, I will take proper steps, so that the
committees are functioning properly.
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Shri Manabendra Sarma : Sir, the Minister has given a
list of job seekers who have got jobs. May I know how
many of them are local people and what is the definition

of local people ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : As regards the definition of
‘local people’ I want a separate notice.

Shri Manabendra Sarma: How many of them are local
people ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Ministér) : They might be all local people.
Maulana Abdul Jalil Choudhary : s watsm @2 fagi #9(3
s @R % AWMIER WA AW esia fefe Ia @ A s34
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Shri Suranjan Nandi: It is no use talking. We want a

clear reply from the Minister as to whether any steps
will be taken against the officers concerned in the Subdi-
visions for non-convening of the meetings 9

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Sir, I have already replied-
Shri Robin Goswami : Sir, may I know from the Minister
as to whether the “Collection of Statistics Act’”’ has been
enforced in Assam which enjoins all the Industrialists and



1974 Questions and Answers
3rbBY,

the Commercial firms to give information to the Gover-
ament about the availability of jobs in their concerns.
If this act has not been enforced how the Government
can say that the figure collected is correct ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Subject to correction, Sir, the
said Act has been enforced in Assam.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether the Minister is aware
that the Employment Review Committee has submitted
certain reports to the House and in these reports certain
recommendations had been made about the working of the
Employment Exchanges ? If so, whether Government has
taken any cognizance of those recommendations or is
simply sleeping over the matter ?

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : The question of sleeping over the
matter does not arise. The report which have been submitted
by the Employment Review Committee to the House
have discussed in the House.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: I am talking about the First
Report and Second Report. In these reports certain reco-
mmendations have been made as to how the Employment
Exchanges should function. May I know whether Govern-
ment has taken any action on these reports or not?
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Some steps have been taken by
Government on the First and Second reports.

_Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What steps have been taken ?
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) « I cannot give the details.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : In the matter of functioning
of the Employment Exchanges what specific steps have been
taken ?

Shri Gunendra Nath Pandit : What positive steps have been

taken ?
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Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Out of this question all these
questions do not arise and I cannot give the details.
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Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister: : Sir, one Superintending Engi-
neer of Nowgong had to be granted leave for looking afier his
ailing son, and he was also to go to a foreign country.
So, we had to post a Superintencing Engineer at Now-
gong and accordingly the Superintending Engineer, Guwahati
was transferred to Nowgong and the Superintending Engi-
neer, Capital Construction who came on transfer from
Goalpara had to be posted to Guwabhati.

Shri Renuka Devi Barkataki : Sir. the Minister is suppre-
ssing facts. The Superintending Engineer, Goalpara was
iransferred to - Capital Construction and within seven days
he was transferred to Guwahati, and the Superintending
Engineer, Guwahati who was there for hardly six months
was transferred to Nowgong. I want to know why this
chain of transfers had to be made and why the gentleman
who had been transferred to Capital construction from
Goalpara could not be transferred to Nowgong and why
the Superintending Engineer Guwahati who was there for
only six months had to be transferred to Nowgong causing
dislocation to his children’s education ?

pr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : I am not suppressing facts.

The Superintending Engineer, Nowgong had to be granted

leave and so we had to make arrangements for posting an

Officer to Nowgong.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Why the gentleman who

came from Goalpara to the Capital Construction could

not be transferred to Nowgong and why the Superintend-
ing Engineer, Guwahati was transferred to Nowgong ?
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Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : In the interest of public

service he had to be transferred to Guwahati and the
Guwahati S.E. had to be transferred tou Nowgong.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Both the officer are of
the same rank. What was the public interest for which the
Superintending Engineer, Capital Construction could not be
~ transferred  to Nowgong ? Why the Minister harassed
the SE Guwahati like this y Is it because the . E.,
Capital Construction was not a person of his liking but
he had to be given a prize post and so he was trans-
ferred to Guwahati and the Guwahati S. E who is a very
simple man was transferred to Nowgong ? Is it not a fact
that the Superintending Engineer Capital Construction after
taking over charge started enquiring about earth feeling
in the capital campus and so he was transferred ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : There is no question of likes

and dislikes. He had to be transferred in the interest of
public service.

Shrimati Renuka Devj Barkataki : Why the gentleman from
the Capital Construction was not transferred to Nowgong ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)
had to do it.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Why the Executive Engineer,
Magazine Division who hag been transferred to the Natio-

nal Highway Division at Tezpur has not been released
and is being kept here imdefinitely ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : His transfer order has not
been issued.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Why the post at Tezpur has
been kept vacant ?

: I have already replied that we

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : That is a Separate question.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Whether the transfers are made
in the interest of public service or in the interest of the
Minister ? In what interest the Executive Engineer, Maga-
zine Division has been kept here for a long time ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister): I cannot give reply about each
and every transfer. The question relates to the transfer of
the Superintending Engineer, Capital Construction.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Why this particular Executive
Engineer of Magazine Division has been kept here ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : I am not going to answer
to that question.
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Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : Shri S. P. Sarker, S. E.,
Nowgong, Shri S§. K. Dutta Chaudhury, S. E., Guwahati
transferredto  Nowgong and Shri Prasenjit Barua, S. E.
transferredto Guwahati.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : For how long Shri Barua was
in the Capital Construction Circle ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : He was here for seven days.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : He was transferred from Goal-
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para to the Capital Construction Circle and after seven
days he was transferred to Guwahati. Under what rule
he was transferred to Guwahati ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister): We could do it.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Certain norms are followed in

the matter of posting and transfers. Why that norm was
not followed in this case ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : When exigency arises we
have to take steps.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : What is the definition of ‘Pub-
lic interest’ ? Please explain.
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Dr. Lutfur’® Rahman (Minister): What does the hon’ble
Member mean by ‘Arambha Hoigoiche’ ?

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Sir, it is true that there had been
many anomalies in the matter of transfer and posting of

officers. May I know whether Government will examine
the whole matter and frame some concrete rules and

principles on the basis of which this question of posting
and transfer may be streamlined ?

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : Sir, rules are
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there. According to rules, we will have to do it ; but then,
Sir, the Hon’ble Members want definition of public interest,
definition of exigencies: and also the definition of admini-
strative convenience, Sir when the Ministry is answerable
or responsible to the House. Government can take any
steps necessary for administrative convenience. And such
steps will have to be taken. Now, if we are to work
within the strict limitation then, Sir, it may not be possible
to discharge the responsibility in the interest of the people.

If we want efficiency, if we want the work to be done

expedit:ously, then it may be necessary for a certain officer

to be transferred. And, if that power is mnot with the
administration, then probably it will not be possible to
administer the departments effectively and efficiently.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, the Chief Minister is

completely misguided. Shri P. K. RBarua was transferred

from Goalpara to, Capital Construction. When he joined
here he enquired about the working of the Executive Engineer
of the Magazine Division regarding the earth filling and
he enquired of the Executive Engineer regarding the
expenditure on earth filling specially of the Magazine
Division. So he was transferred to Guwahati and the person
who was at Guwahati has been transferred to Nowgong
That is why I would like to know from the Chief
Minister whether the actual fact of what happened or
the inner story is known to him or not.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, (Chief Minister) : Sir, it is very
unfortunate that the Hom’ble Member has already formed
an impression. If there is anything wrong with working
of the department, we are anserable, but certainly, this august
House is not the forum for ventilation of the grievances
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of any particular officer. If it becomes necessary action
will be taken against any officer, but if the august House
becomes the forum to ventilatate his grievances, then it
will be impossible to run the administration effectively.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, we are asking about the
wrong procedure that is being followed by the Government
about discriminatory transfer of officers.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha- (Chief Minister) : Step taken
against the officer is perfectly right. If there is any loop-
hole, if there is any deficiency in the functioning of the
Dept. then we are answerable to the august House and
answerable to the people but we should not be answerable

for the action taken against the dilinguent officer.
St. Q. No. 404 ( Supplimentaries )
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This was the condition. Earth work in filling with earth
carried by truck from outside the Municipal area including
loading, unloading, stacking in measurable stocks and
spreading the same after measurement including necessary
carriage of earth, breaking clods, dressing, levelling etc.

complete ( 124% deduction in quantity will be made for
shrinkage”.
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Undisposed Starred Questions dt. 21-3-74

Re: Executive Officer of G. M.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkakati asked :

+406. Will the Minister, Municipal Administration be pleased
to state—

(a) Under what circumstances the Executive Officer of
Gauhati Municipality was replaced by an officer of the
Corporation ?

(b) Under what circumsiances, the Deputy Commissioner,
Kamrup was asked to take charge of Municipality office,
Gauhati ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Municipal Administration)
replied :

(a) With a view to acquaint the would be Municipal
Corporation officials with affairs and problems of Munici-
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pality and smooth merging of same with Corporation,
Government decided to appoint some Government officials
meant for corporation works as part-time officers of the
Municipality:

(b) During the past few months, there has been no occasion
to ask the Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup to take over
charge of Gauhati Municipal Office.
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Re: Bridge at Goalbilghat
Shri Surendra Nath Das asked :
#410 Will the Minister, P.W.D. (R.&B.) be pleased to state :
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Plan and estimate for
constructions of bridge at Goalbilghat in North Kamrup
Division has already been submitted ?
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(b) If so, whether it is a fact that the tender for cons- .

truction of the bridge was called for twice ?

(c) If so, why the construction of the bridge has not yet
started ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that Public and local represen-
tation has been submitted to Government for construction
of the bridge ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P.W.D. (R.&B.) replied :
(a)—Yes.

(b)—No.
(c)—Does not arise in view of (b) above.
(d)—Yes.

Re: State Dispensary at Makhibaha
Dr. Bhumidhar Barman asked :
#411. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state :

(a) Whether it isa fact that the people of Makhibaha and
its Heigl‘ﬁsouring villages in the Nalbari Subdivision repre-
sented to the Hon’ble Minister Health and Hon’ble Minister
of the State, Health for construction of State Dispensary
at Makhibaha in the Kamrup District ?

(b) If so, will the Government take necessary step for
construction of the same ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :

(2) Yes. One such public representation has been received by

the Chief Minister and Minister Health for the establish-
ment of a State Dispensary in Makhibaha in Kamrup District.
(b)—No.
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Re: Industrial Training Institute in Kokrajhar

Shri Golak Chandra Patgiri asked :

#413. Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state:
(a) The lastest position about the establishment of Industrial
Training Institute in Kokrajhar ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the site has been selected ?
Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour) replied :

(a) There is no proposal for establishment of an Industrial
Training Institute in Kokrajhar.

(b) Does not arise.

Re: Panchayat Election
Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
#414. Will the Minister, Panchayat be pleased to State :

(a) Why the date for Panchayat Election was postponed ?
(b) When the Government propose to held the election ?
(c) Whether t]_:le electoral roll of 1972 will serve the purpose
or the Government propose to publish new electoral roll ?
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister, Panchayat) replied :

(a) Earlier the Panchayat Elections were due to be
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held in the month of January, 1974. But elections had
to be deferred in view of the take over of the wholesale

Rice Trade and the procurement drive launched by the

Co-operative Societies which are conterminus with the Gaon
Panchayat areas.

(b) The election will be held on 8th and 11th April, 1974.

(c) The Electoral roll of 1971 has been adopted as basis,
subject to revision by Panchayat Department.

Re: Direct link route from Mankachar to Fakiraganj
Shri Nurul Islam asked :

#415 Will the Minister, P.W.D. be pleased to state :
(a) Whether it is a fact that the people of Mankachar
has been claiming a direct link route from Mankachar to

Fakirganjghat by passing Meghalaya since the creation of
Meghalaya State ?

(b) If so, the steps taken by Government in this regard ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, P.W.D.) erpliec :

(a) Except verbal discussion no other claim has been received
by Government.

(b) Government may consider if fund becomes available.
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Mr. Speaker : Now, next item—voting on demands for
grants. Mr. Govinda Bora was speaking

Voting on Demands For Grants
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Re : Enchroachment at Rajgarh

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya asked :

45. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state :

(a) Whether Government is aware that many enchroachers
have been occupying parts of the “Rajgarh” at Gaubhati ?
(b) If so, whether it is also a fact that a big two storyed
R. C. C. Building has recently been constructed enchroa-
ching ? upon the road side land and a part of the said

“Rajgarh’ near the Satsangh Ashram ?
(c) If so, whether it is also a fact that the Government

has hired the said R. C. C. Building built partly by enchroach-
ment on the Rajgarh for the purpose of a departmental
office of the Government ?

(d) If so, the steps taken by Government in this regard ?
Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue ) Replied :

(a)raYes.

(b) Yes.

(c) Yes.

(d) An Enquiry Committee has been constituted by Govern-

ment to enquire and report about all enchroachment cases

within greater Gauhati. This case will also be included
in the enquiry report and necessary action will be taken

by Government on receipt of the report.
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Shri  Gaurisankar Bhattachajee: No, No. Government
must be represented and Government can be represented

only by a Cabinet Minister. So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the
House should be adjourned.
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some matters corelated to other departments also, say, in
course of my speech, I may mention about Agriculture.
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky: Sir, there is convention
that if the government want they may not reply to all the

questions but that should be only at the interest of public.
But today the onmly question which Shri Barua, hon’ble
member asked is—who is the Dy. Secy of the BFC. May 1
know from the Minister of State in what public interest

|
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he is withholding the name of the Dy. Secretary.
Mr. Speaker : If the hom’ble Minister of State does not

want to give the name, he should give the reason why he
is unable to do so.
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataky : Sir, we have lodged serious
allegation about the department and - that allegation is
given in respect of the officers in the department in. the
higher rank. Today they are Under Secretary, tomorrow,
they may be Dy. Secretary and day after tomorrow they
may be Jt. Secretary. Sometimes they are working in some

place and then they are transferred and posted as Secretary

or Superintending Engineer in the same place. A big coterie
is working in the BFC office. '

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : On a point of order; Sir. Sir, the
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grant was moved not by Shri Bishnu Prasad, Minister of
State ; the grant was moved by the Chief Minister who is
in-charge of Flood Control and at the time of giving reply
also T do not know whether he has obtained permission
from you. When the grant is moved by a particular
Minister, he is to reply on behalf of the government.
Under what rule the Minister of State, Flood Control has
been authorised by you to reply on behalf of the govern-
ment when he did not move the Grant.

Mr. Speaker : This contravens which rule ¢

Shri Dula! Cl‘gaﬁdrq Barpé: Sir, it contravenes the general
rule in réspect o_f the Cut motion. : : '
Mr. Speaker If it contravenes rules of the Constltutlon
or the Rules of Procedme you please pomt thlS out.
@cvﬁccﬁta SRR IE ) @ﬁﬁm :vm G cacam &l wf%ﬁ—ﬁ'\‘-é
fiumzﬁm B3re Bl arﬁf’sca e GAfEe emzm@ m“c:: @

Beq faa oM 2

g ¢ oSl AN frEA T4l NN ez afeq LBl qiF
@l FE—afers wigsfive wisfes 231 za 12 e o B iy
g Alfaciceres | wiafa 2%3 oz { wewe 72T 9
w67 fiie—"3 A@FWE FARBOoAT (HA @A (SCAY  GHII
Aq| M2 |

Mr. Speaker : The point of order is disposed of. I haye
disposed of the point of order.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I am asking-did he take the
permission from you at the time of replying on cut motion.
Is there any rule in the Parliamentary practice that another
Minister can speak on behalf of the Chief Minister on a
particular Grant which he has moved.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha ( Chief Minister) : Sir, he is also
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in charge of the department.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : When the Chief Minister has
moved the Grani; then the Chief Minister is to reply. Now

the Minister o Siaie is guving il tepiy. Sir, all ihings can-
not come at a time ; we are limited in number . suddenly this
has come to my mind as to under what rule the State Mini-
ster of Flood Control can reply when he did not move the
grant ; did he take special permission from you. If he has
not taken permission then it is ultra vires to the ruies.
Mr. Speaker : As the objection was not raised at the begi-
nning of his speech, T think, he may be allowed to continue.
AT 391 5 @S WA 0207 @ W® (SASY A9 30@| A
Wie | ofrateft 9@ RiFNE ArwiEEAT Tey fae am ays |
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Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : SII‘ on a point of clanhca-
tion. Regarding the officers’ stay in the headquarters I wish
the young Minister had brought the list. Now, I would
like to know one thing. The Minister has said that the
committed liability of the B.F.C. is Rs. | crore and 80
lakhs and this amount is due to the poor cultivators of
Assam. I would like to know whether the Government of
Assam Wwill be able to convince the Government of India to
give this money so that the poor cultivators may be paid ?

A3

Shri Bishnu Prasad (Mmlstm) Government is takmg all steps
to settle all the liabilities.
Shrimati Renuka Devi Ba1katak1 Whether the Government

of India has agreed to pay this 1 crore and 80 lakhs
of rupees ?

B e e e i i
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Shri Bishnu Prasad (Minister) : I cannot say more than that:

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki : Whether the Government

of Assam has been able to convince the Government of
India ?

Shri Sarat CHandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : So far as the
compensation is concerned, the grant comes from the Gov-
ernment of India. So, whatever iiability is included in the

: demand it will be given but land compensation will not come

as an ear“'ialkcd item. Slr as soon as we will get the money
from the Government of India, we will meet all habilities.

Shrimati Renu_ka Devi Barkataki : Sir, the Chief Minister
has confused the mattcf more. I am not asking what they
will get from the Government of India. I want to know
whether the Government of Assam has been able to con-
vince the Government of India to give money for the
habllmes already incurred.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chlef MlIllStel) Expenditure that
has alrady been incurred will be borne by the Government of

India.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: The question is that against

this project there is an item ‘land compensation’ and the-

refore when the scheme was sanctioned this item was also
sanctioned but the mohey could not be paid. Therefore.
why the Government of India w1ll give this money ? The
money has already been sanctioned by the Government
of India for execution of the work. Therefore the question
of taking money from the Government of India does
not arise.

Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha (Chief Minister) : 1 have clearly
stated that the money comes from the Government of India.
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is pending before the Planning Commission and Finance

Department, and wunless we get the money from the
Government of India we cannot make the payment.
Mr. Speaker : Are you withdrawing your cut motions ?

( Voices from the Opposition : No No ).
Then I put all the cut motions.
(The cut motions were lost by voice votes)

Now, I put demand No. 85. The question is that a
sum of Rs. 2629500 be granted to the Minister-in-charge
to defray the charges which will come in course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March, 1975, for the admi-
nistration -of the head “333—Irrigation, Navigation, Dra-

inage and Flood Control Projects-I-Irrigation.”’
( The demand is passed )

I put grant No. 86. The question is that a sum of
Rs. 4,50,99,500 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending the 31st March 1975 for the admi-
nistration of the head “333.-Irrigation, Navigation, Drainage

and Flood Control Projects-{II)-G-Flood Control and Anti-

Sea Erosion Projects.”
( The grant is passed )

I put Grant No. [07. The question is that a sum of
Rs. 3,58,00,000 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during
the year ending the 3lIst March, 1975 for the administra-
tion of the Head “533.-Capital Outlay on Irrigation, MNavi-
gation, Drainage and Flood Control Projects (1)_=s 7

( The grant is passed).
Mr. Speaker : Now, Grant No. 108. The motion is that a
sum of Rs, 1,8525,00 be granted to the Minister-in-charge
to defray the charges which will come in course of payment

¥

w'w/ ‘
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during the year ending the 3lst March, 1975 for the admi-
nistration of the head “335-Capital outlay  on [rrigation,
Navigation, Drainage .and Flood Control Projects-G-Flood
Control and anti-sea erosion Projects—}(l"l).

( The Grant was passed)
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister) : Sir, I beg to move Grants

‘Nos. 88, 109, 23, 50, 93, 94 and 96.

Mr. Speaker : Motions moved.
( To the Opposition 'members ) Are you moving the

Cut Motions ?
( Voices-Yes, yes )
: ‘ .All Cut Motions moved.
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...The position is somewhat better when compared with

the national figure which was 30 km per 100 sg. km. But
the road system of Assam suffers from many deficiencies

like sub-standard surface, narrow lane etc. which require
more “attention to 'be paid........ )
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Shri Probin Kumar Chaudhury : Mr. | Speaker, Sir, I come
from a backward constituency. Sir, at the first instance
I oppose the cut motion and support. the original grant.
I come from a backward constituency. The people do
not know what is road. The peple are very poor. The
P.W.D. Minister had been to my constituency. he has
seen how the people are l'iving there ; there is no road.
In that area brinjal is selling at 20 paise per. Kilo :be-

cause there is no road, and communication. In 1957 Shri

Radha Charan Chaudhury was the M.L.A. of my constitue-

ncy and the then Chier Minister late Bimala Prasad Chaliha
sanctioned some amount for Chamaria-Suntolj road. Sir,

though money was sanctioned for this road it was diverted

to another road. Then when I becime M.L.A. "of this
constituency somehow, I got some money. for this road.
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But up till now during the last 10 years the road has
not been completed. The Minister has seen himself and
he told the people that Government is not responsible
for this.. You speak to your representative. The people
are coming to me and telling that ‘you are not doing
anything, you are not taking interest for,this road.” I want to
say that whatever assurance was given by the Government

that has not been fulfilled so far as this road is concerned-
In the 4th Five Year Plan a bridge was sanctioned at

Chamaria and the money sanctioned was diverted to ano-
ther bridge. I raise’ this matter because the people of the
area are ‘mostly immigrants’ muslim and they: have none
to look after them. Government is also not thinking for

I being a member of the majority community, they

them.
There-

think that I am not looking after their interests.
fore, I earnestly request the Minister to look after the
demands of the people. Sir, the other day, I met some
contractors of my constituency and they complained that
they have completed the work in March, 1973 but uptill
now no payment was made. Sir,” this Deptt. is known
as Public Waste Department and perhaps for this reasons
the Minister has stopped the payment to the contractors.

This mniorning also some people came to me and said

something against this  Deptt. These contractors had to

borrow money from Kabuliwalla and other money lenders
and for that they are paying a huge amount of interest.

So whatever profit they made is being eaten up due to
Therefore

delay in getting payment from the Government.
should

Sir, if the P. W. D. wants that the contractors
live, the contractors should prosper then the payment should

" be made immediately. If the work is not properly done

than of course I have got nothmg to say But if they



90 Voting on Demands for Grants 21st March

really worked then the payment should be made to the
contractors. Sir, I regret to bring to your notice that we
have got a big book, showing future programme and in that
book nothing is recorded about the future plan of the
Gauhati Subdivision. The entire money has been given to
- Mangaldoi (Voices : May be to Cachar also) Yes Mangaldoi
and Cachar- To the Planning Board we have given some
suggestion but those suggestions were not incorpora-
ted in that book. It seems that during the next 35
years we will not get any road. Therefore Sir, I. again
request the Government to consider the proposal and include
the whole subdivision in the future plan. Sir, recently some
money was given for payment towards outstanding arrears
of' the contractors, but I understand that nothing is given
for Boko Subdivision. The otherday, I should say some
muslim contractors went to the P. W. D. Engineers for
their dues. They said that “Why don’t you go to the
Minister or to M. L. A. ?” And now they are disturbing
us. Everyday they are coming to us. Sir, whatever money
is due should be disbursed immediately.

There is a discrimination. During the Idd festival there
was an order from the Chief Engincer that muslim contrac-
tors should be paid immediately and for that Rs. 50,000
was sancticned but these were not disbursed to the muslim
contractors. After the Idd was over these money was distri-
buted to some other people. Our P. W. D. Minijster being
a muslim how could he deprive the muslim contractors
in getting the payment. (Voices: As he is impartial.) No,
no heis not impartial. He is afraid of giving it. Because
a blame may come that he being a muslim he is favouring

the muslim people. Therefore, I would request the P.W.D.
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Minister to see that there is no discrimination against the
muslims. Sir, the P. W. D. Minister must have stopped
payment in order to save money but the voters- who have
voted us to this Assembly with the expectation that some
works will be done for the people. Sir, during these two
years we could not construct a single road, we could not
sanction money for a road nor the oustanding payments
could be made to the contractors and therefore, 1 hope
that Government will take steps so that we can boast ourselves
that we have given something to our constituencies. With
these words I conclude. Thank you  Sir.
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Announcement by the Speaker

Mr. Speaker : Before I come to item No. 3 I want to make
a statement which I prom‘ised regarding the position of
questions. Here is the statement. No. of questions received :
1604 (starred) . No. of Starred questions despatched 1537,
No. of replies received 461. No. of Unstarred questions
despatched-136, replies received-49. No. of Short Notice
questions despatched-25, replies received-17. Therefore ‘num-
ber of questions despatched 1698 and the number of replies
received-527. Another statement regarding the position of
questions departmentwise is being circulated.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed : Before we come to the next item,
may I make a submission regarding question. It appears from
the figures it appars that more than 2/3rd of the questions....

Mr. Speaker : You will get the detail departmentwise state-
ment tomorrow.

Privilege Motion

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Under Rule
158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Assam Legislative Assembly, we want to bring a Motion
of Breach of Privilege against Shri Gajen Tanti, Minister of
Supply with reference to the information he furnished to the
House during Quqstion hour on 4-3-74 and during Half an
Hour discussion under Rule 49-on 18-3-74. The two statements
are not only contrary to each other but by such contrary state-
ments he deliberately misled the House and thereby committed
a Contempt of the House. He also by his wrong information
given to the House wilfully obstructed the Members of the
House from discharging their function as such members.

s NS
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The price of edible oil has gone too high as has given a lot
of suffering to the people whom the Members of the House
represent. Rape seed oil being one of the cheapest varieties
of edible oil Members of the House were keen to know  whe-
ther Government had fixed its price. The Minister on 4-3-74
ed the House that the price was not fixed. But shall

inform
To use his own words he said in answer to

have to be fixed.
the question of Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki “whether the

Government has fixed the price of the rape seed oil or not”he
replied “‘we shall have to fix it.” But on 18-3 74 the Minister
said on the floor of the House “32 fafe ScdreIe 2&51‘
sl A AR oo wi AifE feat tefee e Al @
e A% gfe eial tefem | <7 R @ A g sacil
q% W el @ wi ifa fam are i W2 wiE seatat 531 1”
When his attention was drawn by Smti. Renuka Devi
Barkataki that during question hour the Minister said that
price was not yet fixed and only today he has said . that
the 'price has been fixed. Shri Gajen Tanti, Minister, . Vehe-
mently took his stand and said “erqpw qcsiwd, GIT-FTS TR
“atsr aif ol C2fem fog RAWE (T 37© af2 1 @2 3f= e
When he was again sought to be corrected by Shri Dulal
Chandra Barua, Shri Gajen Tanti Minister took his stand
and demanded to be challenged. Shri Barua again said that
price was not mentioned. Even thereafter Shri Tanti stated

From the above it is quite clear that what Shri Tanti

eaid was not just a statement at the spur of the moment
but a calculated, deliberate and repeated assertion as the
records show that his assertion on 18-3-74 was contrary to
his statement on 4-3-74. It is apparent on the face of the
records that he deliberately gave wrong information to the
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Members of the House with a view to mislead’ them and
thereby to obstruct them in due discharge of their duties
as Members of this Hon’ble House.

Hence this is a clear case of breach of privilege of
the House committed by the Hon’ble Minister in charge
of Supply etc. Shri Gajen Tanti.

Along with the notice the documents that are necessary
were forwarded to you. It isvery much clear tous that
the Minister willfully tried to mislead the House by issuing
contradictory statements. When the Members from this side
of the House wanted to correct his stand he insisted.
He also threw a challenge to the question from this side
of the House thereby obstructing the Hon’ble Members
from due discharge of their duties. Sir, in May’s Parliamen-
tary Practice page 111 it has been clearly stated “Disobedience
to the orders of either House whether such orders are of
general application or rf:quire a particular individual to do
or abstain from doing a particular act, or contravention of
any rules of either House is a contempt of that FHouse.”

Mr. Speaker : Mr. Barua, do you mean to say that the
statement made by the Minister on 4-3-74 does not tally with
the latter statement ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, the Minister stated that
the price of rape seed oil was fixed, but it was actually not
fixed. On 18th he took a challenging attitude and said the
he did not say so. We tried to correct him by saying that he
did not tell anything to the House on the 4-3-74 in reply to
the question that the price of rape sape seed oil -has been
fixed. Actually it was not fixed. At page 114 of the same
book under the heading “‘Conspiracy to'deceive either House
or Committees of Either House.” Sir, the Minister’s respon
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sibiliy to the House is great and therefore he should not try
to conceal facts unless it is not to be disclosed in the public
interest. - Sir, today you have very correctly said, when one
of the Hon’bleMinister did not like to mention the name
of a particular officer, that we have the right to know things.
Therefore, the House has got the right to know the correct
position and it is the duty and responsibility of the Hon’ble
Minister to give correct information to the House. But
when the Hon'ble Members from this side of the House
wanted to correct his statement, he deliberately and wilfully
suppressed the fact and threw a challenge to the ‘questioner.
Therefore, Sir, giving false evidence, febrication of statement
or suppression of fact amounts to a breach of privilege of
the House and of the Hon’ble Members. Sir. the Minister
wilfully wanted to suppress the real fact from the House and
he did not give the real picture of the thing. Sir, on the
4th March when we asked whether the price was fixed or
not, he said that it was fixed. But during the question hour
it was not fixed, probably it was fixed after the question
hour or in the evening. Till we asked this question the price
was not fixed and on that day he tried to mislead the
Members of the House. On 18th March also he
tried to mislead the House by suppressing the fact and
therefore he has committed breach of privilege of the House.
Another aspect of the thing has also to be taken into con-
sideration by the House. The Hon’ble Members of the August
House has got the right to ask questions to get replies, When
there is something wrong, it is the duty of Hon’ble Member
to point out to the concerning Minister. On that day when
we have tried to corrcet his earlier statement, he instead
of correcting the statement and giving the actual state of
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affairs, he threw a challenge and tried to pressurise the

Hon’ble Members from knowing things from the Government,
and this was intimidation. “To attempt to influence Members
in their conduct by threatsis also a breach of privilege.”

Sir, the Minister whose responsibility it is to give the

correct state of affairs, instead of doing so threw a challenge

which should not have been done by

in the House. So, on that account also he has committed
a breach of privilege of the House.

him, having majority

Now, coming to Kaul’s Practice and Procedure of Par-
liament, it has been stated at page 235 that “refusal by a
witness to answer questions put by a Committee (e) and
refusal to produce documents in his possession (f) preva-
ricating (g) giving false evidence (h) or wilfully suppressing
truth (i) or persistently misleading a Committee ... > is
also breach of privilege. First and foremost thing is that
we have asked for certain information but the Minister
refused to give reply to our question and therefore, he has
committed breach of privilege. Sir, we are not here as a
Committee but we are sitting in a House. The House has
the right to know things and the Minister’s deliberate
refusal amounts to breach of privilege. He deliberately misled
the House. He gave one statement on the 4th March and
another on [8th March. But each one is different from the
other. On that day when the question was asked he
said the price was fixed and on 18th also he said that
the price was fixed but he could not give us the actual
rate and therefore he gave false information to the House.
So he has committed breach of privilege of the House.
Again he wilfully suppressed the truth while he was repl-
ying to our question on the 18th March, 1974, when we

{
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raised a discussion under Rule 49 of our Rules. Instead
of correcting his statement, he wilfully suppressed facts and
thereby misled the HHouse. So, it 1s a clear case of breach of
privilege.

My second and last point is that, as I have already
said, we have been persistently trying to rectify his answer
but the Minister persistently misled the House by giving
wrong information.

Under the circumstances it is a fit case to be referred
to the Privileges Commitiee. ‘Under Rule 138 if the breach
is committed in the actual view of the House, you can
dispose of it herein this House without referring it to the
Privileges Committec. Sir, we have nothing personal against
the Minister but in the interest of democracy we want
that the House should know the truth. Sir, the priviso to
Rule 158 says-“provided that if the breach is committed in
actual view' of the House, the House may take action
without complaint ”

Theretore, Sir. in the interest of dignity of the House you
may take action here and now since the breach has been
committed in the actual view of the House or you may

refer the matter to the privileges Committee.
Rule 158 says that vou should make the

Mr. Speaker
In this case it does not apply.

move then and there.
Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki: In the first page the last
question was mine. ‘whether the Government has fixed the
price of the rape seed oil or not’ ¥ The Minister replied,” We

shall have to fix it’. On 18.3.74 when 1 asked the Mini-

whether the price of rape seed oil was fixed by the Government
or not, the Minister replied, (In Assamese). Then in the
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4th page, Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked, ‘Whether the
price of rape seed oil was fixed’ ? Shri Sarat Chandra
Sinha, Chief Minister said, ‘The Deputy Commissioners

were asked to fix the price. About the rates I do nat

know exactly. Again, Shri Promde Chandra Gogoi aslied,
“The Chief Minister has stated that the Deputy Commi-
ssioners have been authorised to fix the price of Rape seed
oil. May I know whether all the Deputy Commissioners
have fixed the price’? The Chief Minister replied, ‘The
price was very uncertain. In different places it was selling
at different prices. So we asked the Deputy Commi-
ssioners to fix the price. As a matter of fact we also
asked the Members of the Food, Trade and Supply Commi-
ttees to take some steps at their own level to reduce the price.’

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister Parliamentary Affairs) : Sir,
before I come to the main point, I would like to submit,
in this connection, the matter before us. There are some
Rules and Reference Books and in the instant case if we
have got our own Rules and Reference Books, i. e, Parlia-
mentary Practice followed in Parliament or in Legislature
then these Rules and Reference Books should be applicable
at the initial stage of any particular case. Now, if our
Rules and Reference Books are silent in any matter of
issue then in that case we will follow the practice followed
in the House of Commons. Now, the book referred to by
Hon’ble Member Shri Barua, is about Parliamentary Prac-
tice by "“May” which is followed exclusively in the House
of Commons. Kaul’s book is followed in our Parliament.

I will come to this point later on whether this book is
applicable in the instant case or the other one. Now, Sir,

the allegation is that the Minister, Supply has committed [

_4
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a Breach of Privilege because, as alleged, he made tw

contradictory statements on the same issue with a motive t

mislead and misguide the House : once on 4.3.74 and agai

on 18.3.74 and so he has committed a contempt of the House.
Sir, when a man misguides or misleads others there must be
some element of gain or benefit or he must have some

motive for doing some harm or damage to the persons

he wants to misguide or mislead. In this case, let us

examine whether the Hon’ble Minister, Supply has in any
way wilfully with definite purpose and motive misguided
this House and mislead this House by which he derived
any benifit. Sir, on 4th and 18th, it is alleged, he has
given a contradictory statement regarding the fixation of
the rate of rape seed. What he said Sir ? He said, on
4th, rate of rape seed has been fixed. On 4th he has

stated this.

Mr. Speaker : It will be better if you read it out from
the original proceedings.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, on 4th he has stated,
when Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked “whether the

Government has fixed the prices of the rape seeds or not”,
T mean, the reply was after correction, sir, “we have fixed
it” So, sir, this is the proceeding recorded by the repor-
ter after it is corrected.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : We have also got a copy of
the proceeding but this is not there.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister ) : Sir, we have also got
a copy of the proceedings. The proceedings should be
treated as final draft after it is corrected by the Hon’ble
Member or Minister who has made the statement. In
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is connection, sir, I am quoting the relevant rule from
pur own Rule Book. Sir, Rule 29 (A) reads like this
¢The manuscript copy of the speech made by the member
roncerned will be supplied to the member within five days
f making the speech and the member concerned will correct
‘he speech and return the same within fifteen days. If
<he speech is not corrected and returned within the
aforesaid time, it may be printed within the aforsaid time,
t may be printed without correction and no objection
-egarding the correctness of the speech will be enter-
tained.” So, sir, this statement was made on 4th March
and then the proceedings was given to the Hon’ble Minis-
ter concerned and after going through the proceedings, he
has corrected it. Now, sir, Hon’ble Member may refer to Rule
303 in this connection. Now, I would like to refer to Rule 303
also. This Rule says that “‘the relevant copies of the procee-
dings of the Assembly shall be furnished to the members con-
cerned for the purpose of correction and return (in accordance
with Rule 29A ) . Correction of speeches should be confined

to grammatical mistakes and there can be no material
alteration”. So, sir, this is the position.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, here the Minister is going
to commit another breach of privilege.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, Shri Barua should know
that breach of privilege is not so cheap. Sir, when I am on
legs. then let me finish speach,. There should not be
disturbance when I am on my legs.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I want to know in what way
grammatical mistakes are to be corrected ?

( Interruptions )
Mr. Speaker : Mr. Barua, let him finish.
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Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, in this House you ar
the judge and not the Hon’ble Member. He cannot give th

verdict.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Sir, I am sorry, we know he is

an old man.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, if the Hon’ble Membe
has the regard for old age, then he should have a regard

towards me also.

Mr. Speaker : Alright, Mr. Ali. then let me know what was

the original proceedings and what was the corrected

procedings ?
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir. the original was “we
shall have to fix it.>’ It was recorded by the reporter and

now he has corrected it as “we have fixed it.” Sir, thatis

a grammatical correction. Now, sir, that will be evident

from the next question I am coming to that. The next

question is that Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki said “‘they
are selling it at Rs. 7/50 per litre at Gauhati” and the
Hon’ble Minister said in his reply that “they will have to sell
it at a price fixed by the Government.” Then he says, “I shall
have to collect the information:’* Then the portion Iin assa
mese.Sir, from this we find that he has simply confirmed the

statement what he has made earlier. Now, Sir, the main thing

- is that even if the Hon’ble Minister Supply inadvertently made

a wrong statement on the floor of the House on this issue.
it is not that he has done so with a purpose to mislead

the House. Therefore, sir, in this case there cannot be any
question of breach of privilege. Now, I am going to quote
from Kaul’s Parliamentary Practice Sir, in page 252, we find
that. “If any statement is made on the floor of the House by
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g member or Minister which another member believes to be
juntrue, incomplete or incorrect, it does not constitute a
breach of privilege. If an incorrect statement is made,
there are other remedies by which the issue can be deci-
Jded. A breach of privilege can arise only when the member
.or the Minister makes a false statement or incorrect statement
‘wilf'ully, deliberately and knowingly. This is a case ruling—
]When two members sought to raise a question of privilege
against the Minister of Food and Agriculture on the ground
_that he had suppressed the truth and misled the Public Acco-
tunts Committee, when he appeared before them, the Speal\el
_inter alia ruled : Incorrect statements made by a minister can-
;not make any basis for a breach of privilege. It is onlya deli-
berate lie, if can be substantiated, that would certainly bring
. the offenc within meaning of a breach of privilege. Other lapses,
:other mistakes do not come under this category, because every
:day we find that Ministers make their statements in which they
make inistakes and which they correct afterwards. So Sir,
‘according to this ruling the main point to be decided is whe
ther the Supply Minister had any intention, malafide inten-
tion, any purpose or motive to mislead or misguide the House.
The Minister had no such motive because that has been
evident from the statement given on the floor of the House.
He said again, ‘They will have to sell it at a price fixed
by the Government.” So, Sir, even if he had made a statement
as alleged by Mr. Barua but he had no such intention
to deliberately misguide the House. Sir, in this connection
I would like to say that hon’ble member Shri Barua
has quoted ruling at page 223 and very assertively
he was pressing the point. “Refusal by witness to
answer questions put by a committee ; refusal to produce

il
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documents in his possession giving false evidence Y {wilfully
suppressing truth, these references all relate to witness in any
case of breach of privilege brought before the committee.
It has no relation with the instant case. So he has mis-
quoted the ruling. So, Siry in view of what I have said
and in view of the ruling which I have quoted the notice
for breach of privilege should not be allowed to move.
Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, I would not say
anything because In your graciousness you were pleased
to appoint me as a member of the Privilege Committee
but 1 find that I am in the pleasant company of my
h:)n’ble friend the Parliamentary Affairs Minister who also
happens to be a member there. If he would not have
taken the stand to make his submission I also would not have.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : In this case it is my duty.

Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharyya : I, therefore, shall not go
into the merit of the case:1 shall only try to distinguish
the point of view I hold from that of my hon’ble friend,
the Parliamentary Affairs Minister. First of all I want to
submit with all humility that probably his appreciation of
Article 194 of the Constitution of India requires a little
.nore attention.

Mr. Speaker : Did he refer to Article 194 ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : I did not refer but [ know
what he wants to say.

Shri Gourisankar Bhattacharyya : I wish he had. I know
he knows but I think he just forgot it. He said- why do
you go for Erskin May . that is after all House of Com-
mons of United Kingdom. Erskin May the world famous
and the authoritative version of Parliamentary Practice and
Procedure has been sought to be just forgotten by saying
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"~ that that relates to House. of Commons of United Kingdom.

I do not want to read the whole Article because it is
pretty long. I specifically refer to Clause 3 of that Article
where it is said “In other respects, the powers, privileges
and immunities of a House of the Legislature of a State,

(
and of the members and the committees of a House of

‘ such Legislature, shall be such as may from time to time be

'
1

defined by the Legislature by law, and. until so defined.
shall be those of the House of Commons of the Parlia-

ment of the United Kingdom, and of its members and

committees, at the commencement of this Constitution.”’

So, if he had kindly taken note of this Clause 3 of Article

194, I am sure he would not have given that remark
that we are not concerned with House of Commons. We
are very much concerned, Sir. Why ? Because uptill now

the privileges of legislators and legislatures have not been
codified or defined. Probably for our own conveniences.
We have made many laws but have not made any laws
regarding our privileges. Whatever we consider our privi-
lege that is our privilege. @~ We are the supreme judge.
No BHigh Court or Supreme Court judge can decide what
our privileges are. But after all as we are hon’ble mem .
bers of the august House we are expected to behave with
wisdom and constraint, self-imposed constraint and that
constraint may come only from authorities. So long as we do
not codify our privileges and mention them we shall have to
be guided by the antecedents and precedents of the House
of Commons of the United Kingdbm. The Constitution
does not say that the State legislatures will be guided or

shall have to be guided by the procedure of the House
of the People.

b[f.
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So Kaul is of much less important than Erskin May.

According to the Constitution. the authority is not the
Lok Sabha. but the House of Commons of United King-
dom. That is the matter of Parliament according to the
Constitution, so far. I am very sorry that the ommission
would come. I do not like to go into the merit of the
case any further. Then Sir, [ say another thing. The Hon’ble
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs was pleased to mention
Rule 303. But I am not going through the merit of the
case with regard to Rule 55 as mentioned by the Minister,
Parliamentary Affairs. That is a statement made by a Minister
I am sure, my Hon’ble friend who was making a submi-
ssion, was not making a statement. Only the voice was loud
but, I think. the reasoning was not sound.

Shri Rajen Phukan : Sir, while making a statement by a
Hon’ble Minister he should not be interfered by any other

statement.
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, Minister is much

respected as my best friend. It is of propriety almost that

I should not interfere. But as a matter of propriety what
is applicable to him that is applicable to us also. Both

are on equal stand.
Shri Rajen Phukan : Then you must maintain the decorum

of the House.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : Sir, if it i1s a matter of
decoram of the House, it is perfectly correct. But the thing is
it is not a statement and it does not come under Rule 55. So
far decorum is concerned, [ fully agree Sir, Now, Sir, about
Rule 303, I am sure that the Hon’ble Minister
will agree with me that, say when the reporter brings
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the manuscript for correction we should have little honesty
to make only gramatical corrections. Now. if someb dy
says, I am not truthful’ and if it is written like that. then
if at the time of making correction. the word ‘not’ is
omitted then the remaks become truthful. Then Sir is it a
gramatical mistake whereby something is made justly oppos-
ite 7 If somebody asks ‘have you done it  and if he says
‘not yet but shall have to do it’ there is nothing wrong.
But if I cut out the word ‘shall and write it ‘[ have done
it, will it be grammatical correction ? I do not think, by
going to defend the Hon’ble Minister Supply my friend
wants to prove that the Hon’ble member is nothing but
truthful. But let us not take things so easy. There may
be something wrong. Let wus say ‘to err is human’. Sir,
in course of a debate or in the heat of discussion sometime
some mistake may occur. It may be forgotten by the Minister.
He may say, ‘well, I did not mean that what T said at
that time. I think that is the maxim. The point is that on
a particular date a statement was made. The purpose of
the statement was that soniething was not done but shall
have to be done in future. That has the propriety. On a
subsequent date on that particular issue you said that the
thing was not done, it only would be done, I do not

say it was done. Then it will not be correct. After all,
it is simply a mistake.

Shri Prabin kumar Choudhury : Sir, some time reporters
do not report correctly.
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharjee : Sri, I am coming to that.

This is, to a very great extent, a help to us. I am not
only speaking about the Treasury Bench but also this is

‘\,,
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about us: But the point is why say. without persistenc
yesterday ‘you did not fix the price and you say you wil
do it in future. Then again you confessed that you di
not say that it was fixed. ‘If you dare you challenge
‘That was the very serious thing’ ‘If you dare to challeng
you can challenge’. Whether this was an inadverten
mis-statement or this was a deliberate lie? If th
challenge would not have been thrown nobody could
say this was a deliberate lie. This is the point. If th
statement is challenged; that can only be inferred from
the conduct of Erskin May. If the conduct would have
been ‘did I say like that, I am afraid I did not mean’ What
was the necessity of throwing a challenge there by making a
grammatical correction for removing the word ‘shall’ that
might be recorded by the reporters themselves ? Instead,
if you say ‘I did not mean that what I said’ you would
have sufficed the matter there. If the Hon’ble Minister
wants to challenge to save themselves you would have
provided with a tape record . The Spéaker may provide it.

‘Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir for question hour there

1S no tape recording.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya: But previouly was. However,
on the instant case, I do not like to go into the merit
of the case and I would not have taken the stand at all
had there been correct interpretation of Rule 303 and
ommission of Article 294, as mentioned by my learned
friend. I wish and I think he will kindly give his decision
and opinion about the matter. I do not like to go into

the merit of the case.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : Sir, one point of clarifi-
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cation. I am very glad that he has pointed out Article
194. But at the same time I would like to recollect my
Hon’ble friend one point of decision on an issue very recently
made by both of us in a very recent case of Breach
of Privilege. While deciding an issue in connection to that
case both of us agreed that while our Rule is very
definite and clear we should not follow the practice followed

in House of Commons and the book of Erskin May. I think

he will agree.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : 1 agree same percent.
Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister) : When in this instant
case, our Rule is definite why should we follow House
of Commons ? That was my contention.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : I quite agree Sir.

Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister): When our Rule is definite
why should we go for House of Commons ? Sir, my sub-
mission is the point is to be decided by the Chair whether
the Minister is assuming he may make a wrong statement.
The main point is to be decided by you assuming that

the Minister made a wrong statement whether he has got
malafide intention. This is the main point Sir.

Mr. Speaker : The Minister has already submitted this.

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Sir, the hon’ble member Shri

Bhattacharyya said that the correction was made by me
afterwards.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya : I do not know when.

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister) : Correction was made by me
long before when the proceedings were submitted to me.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: God knows the Minister
knows it. Assuming the Minister-in-charge of Parliamentary
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Affairs T'want to say-that my next question was “whether they
were allowed to sell oil at any price theyl ike?” The answel
was “No Sir, not at any price they like”. Then again I asked
“whetherthe price has been fixed?”” The repbf from the Minister,

(Shri S. Ahmed Ali : you are going in the merit) was “That
information is not with me now. I shall have to give it
later on’’. Then again 1 asked “whether the Minister is
awale of the fact that the rape seed oil and mustard oil
The Minister said “‘That

are bemg sold at same price ?”’
There was clear under-

information is not with me now.
standing that the price of the rape seed oil is to be
fixed by the Government”. :

Mr. Barua, you have given the whole history.

Mr. Speaker :
That will do.

You need go into these things any more.

I will give my ruling.

Now the next item. (At 607 p- m. Mr. Speaker vacated the

chair and Mr. Dy. Speaker occupied it).
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ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Deputy Speaker : The Fouse stands
A.M. tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at 7 P.M.

adjourned till 9

Dispur : ~ Shri P. D. Barua
21-3-74 Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam
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