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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE_ASSEMBLY
' March 22, Friday 1974, B
The House met at ten of the Clock in the Assembly
Chamber, Dispur, with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.
STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
( To which oral Answers were given )
Starred question nos: 419 and 420 were not put the

members being absent.

Re : Passenger Buses of A.MSR.T.C

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked :

#421; Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—

a) Whether the passenger buses of the Assam and
Megha]aya States Road Transport Corporation are msured

against 8rd Party risk ?
b) If not, how the liability incurred in respect of any

- accident is met and  the yard stick by which the quantum

of money is decided ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister, Transport)
replied : | B

(a) No.

(b) Liabilities are met from out of the Insurance Fund
created for meeting habﬂmes arising out of such claims.
Genelally claims are preferred by aggrieved parties in the
Motor Accident Claims Tribunal and payments are made

<4 as per award of the Tribunal, Govelnment settled a few

cases amicably outside the court at the request of the
claimant though claims were preferred before the Tribunal,
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Shri Atul Chandra Saikia s Sir; may I know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether any exemption has been granted
by the Government of Assam to the Assam & Meghalaya
State Transport Corporation under the Motor Vehicles Act ¢
If so, when the notification has been issued and when the
funds have been provided ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister) s Sir, there is _
a provision in the Motor Vehicles Act that Government ‘,k'
undertaking vehicles are exempted from the insurance. J

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia: Sir, there must be a noti- | ’f
fication exempting that particular concern from the purview 7
of the Motor Vehicles Act. May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister whether Government have made any notification
in this direction ?

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister): Sir, this I
shall have to examine,

Shri Atul Chandra Saikias Sir, this is a question re-
lating to a third-party risk concerned: The Hon’ble Minister-«
has stated that according to the provision of the Act, : .
Government undertaking vehicles are exempted from insu- '\‘f
rance. May I, therefore, know from the Hon’ble Minister
whether any notification has been issued in this regard ?

If so, wheny

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister): Sir, I think
it has been issued. :

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia: Sir, whether funds have 1
been created for that? If so, wheny 3

Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar (Minister)s Yes, sir .
there is an amount of 4 lakhs 80 thousands, Originally

there were 5 lakhs in Government funds and it is still
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1974 ] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 3

in the Government account,

v hri Atul Chandra Saikia ; Sir, regarding the creation

of funds, rules and regulations are to be framed. May I
know whether rules and regulations have been framed or not ?
Shri Harendra Nath Talukdar ( Minister ): Sir, about
the Corporation funds, it is governed by the Corporation
Rules and Regulations:
&S AN ¢ @2 FPFe AF TR FAAA @ A T
GAF > A4 BF| FACAAO6A fral Caf%e
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. Re : Examination of Adulter ated Food stuff and Medicine
®  Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked ;3
' #422. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there are no proper faci-
lities to examine the adulterated food stuff and medicine at

Gauhati ¢
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(b) If so, whether Government propose to establish a
laboratory at Guwahati ?

(¢) Whether it isa fact that these is dearth of experts
to man this Deptt. ¢

(d) What steps Government has taken to train our young
boys in' this line ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) replied's

(a)  Yes.

(b) Yes, Goverment have already accorded sanctlon for’
construction of apuBllc Analyst’s Laboratory at Guwahatl
for e,tammatron “of 'food stuﬁ' The matter regardrng establish-
ment of a Drug ‘Testing ' Laboratory is ‘under examination of
Government :

(c) Dearth of expérts-:;for Food Testing La%oratory is not
felt However shortage of taehnrcally quahﬁed per‘sons 'for

the post of Inspector of Drugs and higher categories ‘of pdsts:

for anaTyms of medlcme is felt:

(d) New recrutts connected wrth food testmg ate tramed
no educatmnal and tramrng facilities for drun testmg wrthiu
the State of Assam for whrch purpose the minimum quahﬁca—
t1on of B Pharm degree 1s requlled Government have made
arrangement for adm}i’s‘sron of our boys in a few insfitutions
outside Assam to study in B. Pharm’ Course:

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki :- Sir, let me firstof-all

ask a question regarding the answer given in connection with a

Q. (d). Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has answered that Govt;
have made arrangement for admission of our boys ina few
institutions outside Assam to study in B. Pharma Course. May
I know from the Hon’ble Miaister, how many boys have uptil-

.
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now gone to study in B. Pharma Course ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister ): Sir, in the year 1972,
we sent 3 boys and in 1973, we sent only one. Though we
gave them stipends and other benefits, only one boy is conti-
nuing and the others have discontinued.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, why only one or
two boys were sent and why they did not continue 3 Why
more boys were not sent ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ): Sir I donot know
why they did not continue. We wanted to send more boys
but the number of applicants weré quite inadequate. Sir,
only‘th'os'e’ who applied were selected.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki: Sir, may I know
from the Fon’ble Minister what are the amounts given to
them as stipand ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ):* Sir, scholarship is
given at the rate of Rs. 60/- per” month. Then Rs: 200/~
given as book-grants in the first year and’ then” Rs; 100/- in°
the subsequent years. Over and above’ these, they are’ also
given ‘journey expensesfor joining’ and after completion” of
the course.

SHrifvati Ranuka Devi Barkataki's Sir, where' they: are
to go to study the course ?

SHri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )'s  Sir,. the' courses are
in several Universities. But we have sent them* in Sagar
University.

Shrimati' Ranuka Devi Barkataki: May: I'know from the
hon’ble Minister whether the amount of Rs. 60" given as
scholafships to these boys is not medgre to manage their
monthly expenses?
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Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )s Sir, after the re-

0t price rise of course, this is a question which required
‘be further examined.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki ¢ Sir, due to this amo-
it being totally inadequate to meet the requirement and
penditure in a University like Sagar; no boys joined this
urse during the last two years and as such will the Govern-
ent consider increasing the quantum of scholarship ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ) : Sir, this scholarship
e are giving only in order to give some amount of assistance

the intending students and this amount is not intended to
eet the entire expenditure for that purpose; However, there
a case also to reconsider this.

Maulana Abdul Jalil Chaudhuri: & steateq fraar «f s
q basis q3 e Ay qam av ?

Shri Atul Ch, Saikia : SFTa 83| i@ a@s 95 4 a9
o dn &R ¢ 9y gred § Maum R & GERa @\ g s, 3§
AT &3 TEeal &1 Saw ® 7

( Voice : am i 3 9@ ® €)

Maulana Abdul Jalil Chaudhuri: SA@ | &8 #€9%T UF
lling oY fis 7z SERwE® &L

Shri Chatrasing Teron : & & & 9@ fqaR S £ axeafcy
A df, gy sgad e select far g1

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister )¢ Sir, | understand
)at there was a question and also the answer given by the
[embers themselves— I mean regarding the language. In

1y way, Iam also replying to the question put by the
on’ble Member,

Maulana Abdul Jalil Chaudhuri ¢ #jf9, 515 35 @S
TaCes R O Ny fr fefars Ienr Select 331 zrarg 9
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Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Health ) : =i, w34t
cx w35l orenl famite, ofF sRefa? Sclect w3i T |

Maulana Abdul Jalil Chaudhuri :  #4caf6 FA61 ¢ WA IS

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister): In 1972, out of th
applications, we selected only 3 ; in 1973 one application wa
there and he was selected.

Shri Debendra Nath Bora :  Sir, Whether Governmer
have any proposal to establish Public Analyst Laboratory 1
every district ¢ |

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister): We do not have an
such proposal to establish Public Analyst Laboratory in eac
district, but we have got provision for mobile laboratory the
will be working in different zones:

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruas Sir, I want to know whe
ther Government made any assessment about the requiremer
of such personnel before sending them for training. If sc
what is that number.

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ): Sir, it will b
dependent upon the programme that we shall be initiating fc

that purpose. Initially, at this stage, so far as the numbe
of posts vacant is concerned, it is not so much, but subse

quently, we feel that such posts will be required, but I ar
sorry that no exact assessment has been made as regards th
requirement, but none-the-less, we feel that requirement 1
there.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua: On what basis then, th

boys are being sent for training p

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ): We felt that th
need for these people, B. Pharm. trained personnel is ther
and therefore we are sending them for training,
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*/8Shri Bijay Krishna Handique ¢ Sir, I want to know how
many cases iof. adulteration have been detected during the last
“tweryears.and - what is the percentage of adulteration ¢
iShri Chatrasing  Teron ( Minister ) s Sir, I shall try to
« givesthe ‘hon’ble-Member ‘the reply. Food samples taken in
1972-72 and 1973 were respectively-this ¢ 1971—food samples
- taken® 1,024 and .out . of that, found to-be adulterated was
¢869." “In 1972 food -samples taken were 1,453 and out of that;
494 were found to be adulterated; In 1973, food samples
‘taken were 1,851 and the number found to be adulterated
~'was ‘346. * So faras the percentage of adulteration as asked
~for by the hon’ble Member; it is something like this; Of the
food samples taken in 1971, 35.9% were found to be adulte-
“rated-and in' 1972; of the food samples taken; 34.1% were
~found to be adulterated and in 1973, it has come down and
* the samples found to beadulterated is 18.1%.
Shri Bijoy Krishna Handique : What action has been
taken against adulterers ¢
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister ): Sir, after collecting
the samples and on analysis, those having been found to be
adulterated, prosecutions have been launched against them,
Shri Kabir Chandra Rai Pradhani ¢ May I know what
is the procedure to examine the adulterated food and medi-
cines and to detect the culprits?
Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister) s Sir, this is so much
- a'matter of details, but I'am only giving a rough idea. Our
district food officers or -the Urban Health Officers go and
collect the samples in presence of the owner or from the
person in ‘'whose custody they are.found, and in presence of
regular witnesses, the collection is put into the container

&,
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and the container sealed and-sent for examination. to the
Public Analyst Laboratory: - Several saipples areitaken ‘atia
time and they are severally sealed.

Shri Kabir Chandra Rai Pradham . Sir, may.. I know
whether the custodian or the producer is.held gullty?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ) ° Sll‘, according to

the Act, it is the person in whose possessmn, such ~stuff. is
found is prosecuted. 3w

Shri Ataur Rahman: Sir, in view of the mcreasmg
number of food adulteration as disclosed by the : Minister,:-do
not Government think it desirable that some reglonal ‘labora-
tories are also necessaryy SRR

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister): - Sir,ufrom : thesta-
tistics that has been furnished, it appears, Sir,~ that the

percentage of adulteration since 1971 has come dOWn from

35.9 to 18.1 in 1973.

Sergst 55 139 ¢ w%ﬁ 2ol c&maﬁ‘t@ ﬁm ?ﬁ e
e, 78 GR «Gr3B) @ 593 i SR e coatd qRIE,

GBI T 7T AT T VI ez 3N GGy
Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ) ¢ * Sir, - this.‘particular

case I do not know but from expert to expert -there may
be some deviation or difference. - - - -». - i s
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua s Sir, the hon‘ble Minister
has given the number of cases of prosecution. May I know
how many persons have been convicted thls -year utider
the Act? - P
Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ) :-. Thc ~number "of
persons convicted, I am sorry; Sir;.that informdtion is- 6t
available with me, but I can give the rough number. The numi-
ber of convictions in 1971, was 25, m 1972, itwas 17; and
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in 1973, the figure is not with me and the pumber imprisoned
.aswell.as-fined in1 1971, it was 23 in 1972, it was 17.
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@4 T@ T @ w9 firraed, wdie > zfeia R S sitexy o

o w3 g AZ—a? sam @3 At Faied @ F G s
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oFr > orEd A S Atenl Il EWIE TTERMA R gy
ezl A3 ?

Shri Upen Das (Minister, Agriculture) s sg% Tz g, i

o3 A GEI Aee > TEE [ ah sArenl W1 e oy
o8l T9Cal FCe fowver (I S G S U [ fifypyg
A zm TS seco Al Sf ez 391 A |- A 5 TS witqy g |

M. A. Jalil Choudhary : sigjm  azf%F, @iy g e g

AR | @R gt Al wtdiEE I @B I PR e sy
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- gqify @Bl AfwE St sfae 512 |

Shri Upen Das ( Minister, Agriculture ): sty oTifir STiEa
@ @ s zi@A 79l &fiy Economically viable 7
aff wfqy 3 “ffFs i oiteql I stz Revenue Deptt. (orz
GRE T W BRI @t X F I el 73 firs %7 |

shri Surajan Nandi: efzter 5 43w A @ srers @t
@2 Agricultural Firms Corporation A 7 FHA RT3 zraty
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e
fa= wﬁt % Areaw 9IT€§!1 w?
Shri Upen Das ( Mlmster, Agrlculture ) ca'«m:( wﬁr m

oif2, i o8l FWIAL T -

Shl‘l Suranjan Nandi : gtz & steal Tl cﬂ&ﬂm fay
| - skt Upeft Das--mﬁ:m«,cﬁ%mmwﬁ%mﬁ TR
aw%a ot Gl ey, - SR Bt O PR
AGIAT TWA AL aﬁf 7Y (S Wﬁﬁ‘&ﬂﬁ#’ﬁ‘a@f‘ﬁw
m@wcmn{ﬁrﬁmm FEmy o TTE

S@v{a i (Y ) ¢ dfve AR arere 2301 mi‘wmm

9h=ﬁ tﬂrﬁWWiﬂ?ﬁﬁWG{ﬁhﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁW ?ﬁ’w

amh« SRV SR L dfgg e a9
st se wfes | Sere WBet bl e e 1 ef4tsi Zm

@, wifi SR W@ AR A fom w1 ciggtere 1o
‘J?W ate gfarre” Bt 5% oAk SR TR T faem

Hfre (e Faaer @Rl AR AT wHE SreTE e TR

=3 31 Tfers wEATT @iTatfe I WRT fowl FETITT STALAY
“@J@zﬂa m(ﬁr) S sl % BHEt wifest R fog
e | ifery - Bare  wRy TR0 Qfsl -3 FAl R |

-weff3 cafenl” zzﬁza Rfen @si ca;f%'« Ems’w =$Wc?ﬁﬁ5@l W

{ﬁfﬂ?ﬂfﬁtﬂ??ﬂﬂl i [ SR SR
.~Shrimati~ Pranita .Talukdar:. er Speaker . SirgE the

Agriculture Minister replied that due to; the .possibilityof
flood in Gobindapur P: G. R, the Government have decided
to stop the agrlculture farming corporation though it was
inaugurated. Nows uhayo I finow> from tbe Minister whether

the Government have taken steps to start another agrlcul—

“tural tarmlng corporatlon in Barpeta Subd1v1s10n, m any

f the Barpeta Subdlvxsmn in v1ew ot‘ the mcreasmg

number of landless cultxvators ? "
Shrx Upen Das (Mmlster ) : T have a]ready stated ‘that



18 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS [ 2204 March

one Farming Corporation will be there at Barpeta subdivi-
sion this year, The proposal has already come and it will
be .examined.

Sefq fa @t : ST AL, TS 43 BT Afega
qtgzs wifh fial (zie (4@ SEEANE sitfaretfas 4943 T RN2iHig

3f3 a3l A ABIA?
RSt win (aa) ) ¢ @2 oS Wi 4 featy WA Sl |

Rega va =29 SHF TR, @ ST Tty

Jfrg fog i fifon 510 (R e «BfFATeT MORN @Ry

A3« eEre (wEE SIRE e 4fta Al e
CBRERE S 5IPid WE T P 101 e TR 3fyg
BIFNI GAICA

Avrim wiA (FE) ) & FTOF AL, (T 5IFFI Afoee g3
Ffsity fs sl carz | AfM @2 AW FSIY W (AW 3wy
ey faw fra) :

Azifogfws Sz @ FOF M, > FfEeita F(9 AT oy -

atgze wEes fiml tzrg | @dA TR AAES > 2 o TS AHfarene

seo ¥Y WiHEE WAHAT 19 A T (CIAFAS R ER gy,
RFERT FEEAT AT S ¢

RAsreteg vt (771 ) ¢ fegata qigz 2feqryy afzeefz | It [BEie
iR *fy 49 ;=

Re: Lift of G.M.C. Hospital

Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury asked ¢
#425. Will the Minister, Health be pleased to state

(a) Whether it is a fact that the lift of the Gayhatj .

Madical College Hospital building is out of order ?
(b) If so, since when the liftis not working ¢

N =
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(c) Whether medlcal college authorrty is takmg steps to
repair the same ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Mmlster, Health) rephéd :

(a) Yes. T : : :

(b) Since 14th September, 1973.

(c) P.W.D.is taking steps -to repair the llft

Skri Probin kumar Choudhury Sll‘, whether P W. D.
has engaged aily mechanic to repair the same ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister ): Sif, P. ’W.‘D’.*’has
asked certain firm to get the [ift repa1red S

Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury’ To repalr ‘the llft

does not take more ‘than 7 days. H‘ 50, than wli‘ - such a
- q o B

i

delay is there.

“Shri Chatrasmg Teron (ﬁlmster) Slr, orrgmally it was
installed by certain firm and m fact they were {0 repair ‘it.
But subsequently they did not ‘turt up®and“thereafter the
P. W. D. requested another firm fo ‘get" the'lift repaired

Shri Manabendra Nath Sarma S May I know from the
Minister what was the terms and condltlons or agreement
with the company who mstaled the llft at Gauhatr I\)Iedlcal
College and whether they have v1olated the terms and con- .
dxtrons 1n respect of repalr of ‘the life's' SRR £

Shrl Chatrasmg Teron A Mlnrster) Srr that agreement
Iam sorry, I am not aware of because the 1nstallatron of the
lift took place under the dlrect superV1s1on of the P W, D

_ Shri Probm Kumar Choudhury What alternatlve
arrangement has been made to carry the serrous patlents fo

other floors ?. | o s
__ Shrj ‘(;ha‘trasing Teron ( Minister ) 3 By stretcher Slr
Do i RS

E3ee 7;4
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Re: New Powamara Bridge

Shri Sudarsan Das asked :

#427. Will the Minister, P. W. D. be pleased to state :

The total Amount spent for the construction of new
Powamara bridge under Karimganj Subdivision uptill now and
when it will be opened for public Vahicles ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister P.W.D.) replied ¢

Total amount spent by P:W.D: is Rs. 5,71;230: The
Department cannot give a definite date. It depends on
B.R.T.F. who have take over this project along with the
road.

Shri Sudarsan Das ¢ Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I know from
the Minister whether the original bridge is in such a dilapi-
dated condition that it may collapse at any moment and there

is every chance of accident ¢

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )¢ Sir, the bridge that
is existing isin a dilapidated condition and thatis why a
new bridge was constructed; it is upto the B.R.T.F. to
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Shrl thsmg Konwar asked 3 :

#» 428, Will the . Minister, . Health be pleased to state H

(a) Whether it is a fact that Government is glvmg
.5 (five:) increments to, the doctorsh ‘havmg post graduate

dégree after 3 years service - in the State and 3 mcrements

- to the :doctors having: post graduate. degree after one year
service as House Physician in- Medical College.

" (b) If so;, whether the _d_eetors are getting the incre-

© mented benefit accordingly j | ‘

“(c) If not, the reasons thereof ¢

| - | Re S Incr\ements to Dociors '

4
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Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister, Health) replied :
(a)—Yes, under certain circumstances.

(b)—Yes, Those who fulfil the prescribed condition.
(c)—Does not arise.

Re: Kanaibazar, Anipur, Monacherra Road and Anipur-
Oliviacherra P. W. D. Road

Shri Suranjan Nandi asked s

* 429; Will the Minister. P. W: D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Kanaibazar; Anipur, Monacherra road via
Ram Krishnanagar and Anipur-Oliviacherra P, W: D, in
the Karimganj P: W. D; Division are motorable through-
out the year ¢

(b) Whether these roads are Kutcha or Pucca g

(c) If Kutcha whether Government will take proper
steps to make it black topping to mitigate sufferings of

travelling public ?
(d) Whether these roads remained closed during consider-

able period of rainy season completely cutting off the area
from outside world causing untold miseries to people of

that area ?
(¢) Why the road has not been black topped so far

in spite of demands from local M. L, As; since last twenty

years 7
(f) Whether Government propose to metal the road

and if so when ?
Dr: Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P. W; D, ) replied :
(a)—Yes, cxcept for some periods.
(b)-Gravelled; with small strelches black topped in
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bazar area in front of School and Hospital:

(c)—Under consideration of the Government,

(d)—No, excepting during flood,

(e)—Due to lack of fund.
(f)—Under consideration of the Government,
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Re : Construction of Culvert at 221/6th Mile on NH. 37

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi asked :
# 432; Will the Minister, P, W: D. be pleased to state—
(2) Whether it isa fact thatthe proposal for constru-
ction of culvert at 221/6th Mile on NH. 37 under the
Sibsagar Division as suggested by the Addl, Chief Engr.,
P, W. D. Dirburgarh vide letter No; AED/66/151, at Dibru=
garh the 30th June/71 was' taken up as State level Scheme
(b) If so, whether Government have received public
representation for expeditious construction of the said cul-
vert ¢ _
- Dr, Lutfur Rahman ( Minister, P; W, D, ) replied :
_(a);NOJ
(b)—No.

Re : Gauhati Medical College Hospital

Shri Abdul Hannan Choudhury asked

#433. Will the minister, Health be pleased to states

a) Who:supplies articles of food and other sundry
materials to the Gauhati Medical College Hospital

b) How are the suppliers appointed ?
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c) Whether most of the suppliers are from out side
the State 9

Shri Chatra Sing Teron (Mmlster, Health) replied:

(a) The approved suppliers supply the Dietary and
other sundry articles,

b) The suppliers are given a contract to supply die-
tary and other sundry articles for a period of one year
after inviting tenders and after obsewmg the -necessary
formalities as required under the Assam financial Rules.
Following are the: suppliers of wvarious artlcles-

|Dietary Articles ™
1) Grocery articles~— The :Gauhati ‘whole ‘sale Consu-
mers Cosoperative Society, Paltanbazar; Gauhati,

- 2) Milk—The Town Milk Supply Schemes; Khanas
Para; Gauhati. : !

3) Loof and Bread—(a) M/s. Saikh Brothers, Gauhati,
Gauhati-1 (b) M/s. Chaliha Trading Corporation, Gauhati-3

-4). Fire Wood— Shri. Barhmadeo Sah, Ulubari;

5) Vegetables—Shri Anuplal Sah, Paltan bazar:

6) Fish—Shri Ashutosh Das; A.T. Road, Gauhan

7) Meat—Shri Usman Goni, Athgaon Gauhatx.

Stationery & Misc, Articles
i) M/s. Ashok Traders, Ohid market; Gauhati,
ii) M/s. Chandmal Binode Kumer; Palashbari, Kamrup.

c) No. Suppliers are given contract after inviting

tenders. The lowest tenderers are usually selected for the
purpose;

Re 3 Karimganj Sub-Divisional Court Building
Shri Sudarsan Das asked
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=u=434 WIll the Mmlster, P.W.D; (Ru& B.)it be ‘pleased

-

to state: i Db - pan w0 0D
a) Whether Government is aware that Subdivisional
Court Bunldmg of Karlmganj is 1n a dllapldated condition
which may collapse at any moment ?
b) If so, the steps taken by. Goveriment-in: this-regard ?
.Dr. Eutfur. Rahman. (Mlmster, P.W:D: r(Rfﬁ&B )trephed
a),,_Yes., C ol rase
b) Government have mltlated actions : - .- .. Ak}

-

.- - L ~-‘ . Eve
> el - X WG

" Re: Kanmganj Court Bmldmg o

N
. ‘Ti"

) 1., . IEN

Shr1 SuranJan Nandy askeds. ... . v o=
#435, Will the Minister,: P.W:D. (R & B. be»’ pleased

to states. .. . L T T -y C) e e

a) Whether Government took decision to reconstruct
Karimganj Court Bulldmg which . is 151 a._.very dilapidated
condition and in fact already condemned by the Deptt.

Of P.W. I-)'g(? LAt SN S ST SRS 06T PRV AN SRS 1) H4
b). If ‘so,. why .constructien shas mot- beenr anertalggn,.
sof fal'? '; : €=t - T DI ¢ o (\“—f

- ©) What is . the: amount sanctloned fon.tthe workH? 1
ed) Whether Government is-aware that. there is urgenay:
of .immediately constructing the building and::if -so; what:

is the difficulty in undertaking construction.? 1. ".s: -
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Mlnlster, P.W. D:x(R(&BL) replied 2"
a) Yes. L T L G el o
b) Due to, non receipt of rev1sed Admmxstratgve Apprem
val and scarclty of Cement and Steel aoieo Taps o nanit

.....
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sand and five hundred) only:
d) Yes; and as explained in (b) above.
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‘Voting on Demands For Grants

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua : Mr. Speaker, Sir, while
supporting the Cut Motion moved from this side of the
House on the demands ‘Roads and works’ of the P. W.D.,;
I want to make certain observations. To get things done
we are to depend on the machinery; The P; W. D; organi-
sation is a big organisation; but though big it is not upto
the standard. Efficiency is not there in this organisation.
Government of India is putting blames on the Government
of Assam in the P.W;D; for its inaffectivenegs,
reason many works have been taken over by
Road Construction organisation. Sir,

For this
the Border

the budget which
has been placed before the House by the P, W. D. hasdepi-
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cted a picture of dismay: To my mind, Sir, the budget
placed by the P. W.D. is not abudget at all. Being a
technical Department the budget ought to have been a
well planned one. I do not want to go into the details
The basic thing that is required in the budget is not
there, What is the basic thing Co-ordinated road planning
and development: of the various roads on this region:
Unless that planningis there there will not be any development
of roads in this region. Sir, T had the good fortune to
see the budgets for the P. W.D. prepared by the Govern-
ments of Tamilnadu, Mysore and Punjab. There they have
made plans and they have also fixed the target and sche-

‘dule. But in the budget prepared by our P, W.D. that

practice has not been followed: Due to lack of planning
there is no proper execution resulting in non-completion
of projects and surrender of huge amounts. Due to failure
to execute projects in time and due to surrender of amounts
meant for border roads, lateral roads and link roads nece-
ssary for industrial development of the State the Govern-
ment of India isnot giving us sufficient financial assistance:
Sir, when you pass via ante road from Choygaon to
Mangaldoi and from Mangaldoi to Tezpur you will under-
stand the standard of work done by our P; W:D. in the
same way if you go by National Highway No. 37 you will
see the condition of the road; For years together culverts

~are remaining incomplete. we see signboards everywhere

with “Sub-way left’ or’ Sub-way right’; I do not know the
reasons for non-completion of the culverts although maximum
amount has been kept earmarked for the National Highway.
I submit, Sir, that roads should be developed on priority
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bisis ' and not-on pohtrcal consrderatron. There should be

a master plan as hasJ been done by‘ the P W D. Departments of
s PR

Jammu & Kashmere, ‘Pun_]ab Hanana and -Tamilnadu. In

\11' Jh
oy, State also_if we wantto develop road - -‘communication
then master plan is. a  must. , Special consideration 'should,

be grven for road development in Cachar, N. C; Hills and

) > JURRN

Mrkrr I:lrlls drstrrcts and . it should also be rapid, if neces-.

sary double road System should be taken up for  these
areas,_l have no objectlon if priority is given to _these .
areas If the pe0p1e of these, areas are to feel that they
are ' a part and parcel of the rest of the state the areas
should be lrnked up by constructing and developmg the
road system connectmg the other  parts; Sir, I asked one
expart aBout the theory followed in respect of construction
of roads He could not grve me any .satisfactory reply:
As there is no theory almost all the- road Projects. are
taken up on pohtrcal consrderatron I accuse the Govern-

ment and the’ Government machinery for their fajlure to ;
marntarn ‘and deveIOp the roads properly as has been done

in other States in Indra. ,Srr, we have got sufficient number .
of~ experrenced engrneers and therefore I do not know why

we' cannot mamtam standard roads in this reglon There-
fore 'Sir, - I submrt that all the borders roads should be
completed 1mmed1ately and the dovernment of Indra should
be pressed “for~ glvmg suﬁ'icrent money for constructmg the

border roads and to construct lmk roads between Mikir =\
Hrlls and * North Cachar Hrlls. Sll‘, unless the border roads _

are completed 1mmed1ately, there w1ll be drfﬁculty in mam—

tamrng law and order in thrs region. So all the areas -

should be properly lrnked up:
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as a man from Assam: In that letter an explanation was
called 'for as to why the progress on this road was so low
inspite” of the fact that sufficient monéy “was i)r"QVided for
this' road ‘and ‘they  wanted to know whether “there was
any ‘misappropriation of funds.”The “total” expenditure on
this toad was ‘shown td' be Rs. 8 ‘¢rores’ out  of *which,
according to our estimate Rs.'4' crores ‘has been misappro-'
priated and a remark has been ‘passed by 'a’'Major’that’
your- people have looted the money. Sir,” C:/B.1 enquiry
is going on in this matter, but‘the people whoi‘are at’
the top and are responsible for this misappropriation and
free but some small fries have been caught. But these people
who are involved in misappropriating Government money
in' Shillong-Jowai-Bodarpur-Road, Shillong-Gauhati-Road and
in the Lateral Road against whom C: B. I, enquiry is going
on, are now getting special favour from our non-corrupt
Hon’ble Minister Shri Lutfur Rahman. Sir, undue favours
have been shown to those officers in the matter of promo-
tions and transfer and postings Sir, these officers have

been promoted to higher ranks without observing the
formalities.' I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister

under- what rules and regulations and under what extraor-
dinary situation these officers, against whom the C. B.I.
enquiry is pending and for which the: Public Accounts
Committee could not complete the report, get the promo-
" tions.: Certain officers are involved in criminal offences. I
want ‘to know under what circumstances these officers could
be''promoted. Apart from that, Sir I would likeé to point
out certain other things. Sir, this' Government consider
themselves to be a' clean'’ Government ' than the'' previous
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P. W. D. Minister also shall have to face the music just
as his esteemed friend Shri Tanti faced yesterday, Sir,

upto this day the expenditure on earth feeling has gone

upto Rs. 78 lakhs which is far in excess of the estimated
amount. Last year the Finance has given sanction for Rs. 2
crores and 98 lakhs and no proposal was submitted to
the Finance Department, Therefore, the Department incurred
excess expenditure without the sanction of the Finance
Department which is highly irregular, illegal and against
the Financial Rules. That is why we asked whether he

was sure -and he said ‘yes’. Yesterday I verified the position
and found that the sanction for the excess expenditure

has not been obtained.. Sir, the year is closing on the
31st March and the Finance Department has refused to
accept any proposal after 15th and therefore, there is no
chance of getting any fresh sanction from the Finance
Department; I want the Minister to take the entire respon-
sibility or responsibility should be fixed on the person or
persons responsible for this illegal action.

Apart from that I must tell you some glaring instances
of irregularities committed by the P. W. D, and it has been
done under the Ileadership of non-corrupt Dr, Lutfur
Rahman. But before giving the details I want to cite a
few instances: Sir, you know that Jowai-Badarpur Road
has been taken over by the Order Road Organisation of
the Government of India. But the circumstances under
which it has been taken over are very shameful and the
letter addressed by the Defence Ministry to the then Chief
Minister Shri Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury was very unfor-
tunate; Sir, I personally feel ashamed to introduce myself

1-"-—‘:,4_4 -
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as a man from Assam: In that letter an explanation was
called for as to why the progress on this road was so low
inspite of the fact that sufficient money was provided for
this road and they wanted to know whether - there Wwas
any misappropriation of funds. The total expenditure on
this road was shown to be Rs. 8 crores out of which,
according to our estimate Rs. 4 crores has been misappro-
priated and a remark has been passed by a Major that
your people have looted “the money. Sir, C.B.I enquiry
is going on in this matter, but the people who are at
the top and are responsible for this misappropriation and
free but some small fries have been caught. But these people
who are involved in misappropriating Government money
in Shillong-Jowai-Bodarpur-Road, Shillong-Gauhati-Road and
in the Lateral Road against whom C. B. I. enquiry is going
on; aré now getting special favour from our mnon-corrupt
Hon’ble Minister Shri Lutfur Rahman. Sir, undue favours
have been shown to those officers in the matter of promo-
tions and transfer and postings  Sir, these officers have

been promoted to higher ranks without observing the
formalities. T want to know from the Hon’ble Minister

under what rules and regulations and under what extraor-
dinary situation these officers, against whom the C. B.I.
enquiry is pending and for which the Public Accounts
Committee could not complete the report; get the promo-
tions. Certain officers are involved in criminal offences: I
want to know under what circumstances these officers could
be promoted. Apart from that, Sir I would like to point
out certain other things. 'Sir, this Government consider
themselves to bs a clean Government than the previous
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P. W. D. Minister also shall have to face the music just
as .his esteemed friend Shri Tanti faced yesterday. Sir,

upto, this day the expenditure on earth feeling has gone
upto Rs, 78 lakhs which is far in excess' of the estimated
amount.:Last year the Finance has given sanction for Rs, 2
crores, and 98_lakhs and no proposal was submitted :to
the Finance Department: Therefore, the Department incurred
excess. expenditure without the sanction of the Finance
Department which; is highly irregular, illegal and  against
the -Financial ‘Rules. - That is why we asked whether he

was sure-‘and -he said ‘yes’. Yesterday I verified the position
and found .that the sanction for. the excess expenditure

has not been obtained. Sir, the year is closing on the
31st .March and the Finance Department has refused to
accept .any. proposal after 15th aand therefore, there is no
chance of getting any fresh . sanction from the Finance
Department; I want the Minister to take the entire respon-
sibility or responsibility should be fixed on the person or
persons responsible for this illegal action.

Apart from that I must tell you some glaring instances
of irregularities committed by the P. W.D.aund it _has been
done .under  the  leadership:. of . .non-corrupt. Dr. Lutfur
Rahman.. But. before . giving .the-details I want .to cite. a
few. instances: .Sir, youw.know, that . Jowai-Badarpur,.;Road
1as, been taken over by the, Order Road: Organisation, of

the- - Government of .India.;. But the .circumstances under -

which . it. -has. been..taken. over, are very shameful,.and, the
letter addressed by the Defence Ministry to the:then Chief
Minister Shri;;Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury was very-unfor-
tunate, Sir, I personally feel ;ashamed to introduce myself
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but. works for even, 7 crores. had not, been .done, by ;the
Depdr[ment but estimate_had been made for Rs. 70 crores.
This_is very lllkgal That Is, why, Government ;.of . India
1efused to give _any kmd of financial . assistance;to . the
Gow.uunem or Assam. Sll‘, Government of India remarked
lhat false a.ld delective demgn had been made in . Lateral
R_oqd construction by the Engineers, and the .officersiwho
Were in charge of the Lateral Road construction.,, Even
after that Governmznt of Assam_ did, not take any , .action
aoamst the partlcular man, SII‘ the case of Guwahati La-
teral ‘-\Oau was reterred to th’* Vlgllence Commlssmner and
the _Vlglience Commissioner by their letter of ,28th Novem-
ber, 1969 written to the Chief Engmeer about the . whole
afTairs ; ; but nothmg has been done so far, . Now, Sir,, coming
to another aspect of a thmg, th1s Governmcnt is telling
that there is no_money. But you will be surprlsed to hear
that Rs. 18.94 crores . worth of stores are lying w1th the
PWLv 1nclud1ng rotten, vqhu,les Slr 1t 1a not .a mattcr
of _]Oke On _one hand they are tellmg that thcre is no
money,  on the other hand they are bIockmg capltal and
for . nonrexecution of any, prriQJth, ‘they are surrendering
money. 'Sir, in_this connection, I must point out _how the
Government, department was_asked to purchase excess stores
in the last part of ‘\Iovember" The Superintending
Eng zinecr, Mechgmcal Diyision, , Guwahatl pulclﬂscd excess
stores,for about 22 lakhs, without obtaining _approval, or any
iﬁdpnp\_from any Divisio‘né. \Sill‘,wI -woulc‘l 1ii<e to point out
that thisgeatleman of, this, Mechanical  Division ¢f P.W.D.
is,llﬁw bgcoming, money squeezer from -t'he Sta{te exchaquer
in various forms,  Next thing Sir, thc,guperinggdj;gl{g Er!l‘gi"
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names of the Contractors.
on anybody,

I am not casting any aspersion
But then the Executive Engineer and the
Superintending Engineer refused to do this, Then later on,

he' managed to change the rate from the Addl. Chief Eng-
ineer directly, Sir, at that time both the Executive Engineer
and the Superintending Engineer refused to recommend his

petition.  Sir, in {hat way, ultimately an excess amount of
Rs. 60 thousands has been paid to him., Then the other

Contractor Shri Manki Das also managed to increase the
rate from' the Addl. Chief Engineer and ultimately he was
also paid an excess amount of Rs. 40 thousands. In the
mean time, the matter has been referred to the Anti Corru-
ption Branch and the Anti Corruption Branch has investigated

the matter, *But late has investigated the matter.

But later on, under the leadership of the New Mini-
Ster payment has been made to this contractor illegally.
Sir, apart from that I am saying about the lateral road
construction. This isa very sad phenomenon on the part
of the Government of Assam. That is, for construction of
the Lateral Road the amount has been spent, but no work
has been done, Therefore, the Government of India raised
objections and when they visited the area they gave a
very disappointing note to the Government of Assam and
they refused to make the payment. Now, the matter was
investigated by C.B.I. and the Anti-Corruption Department
and found that the road was incomplete but the amount shown
spent and no work was actually done, Further, eyen after

such kind of allegations against the officers, they have

been promoted, because they were favourite officers of cer-
tain high ups, Again, the estimated cost was Rs, 70 crores
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but works for even 7 crores had not been done by the
Department, but estimate had been made for Rs. 70 crores.
This is very illegal. That is why, Government @ of India
refused to give amy kind of financial . assistance: to the
Government of Assam. Sir, Government of India remarked
that false and defective design had been madein Lateral
Road construction by the Engineers and the officers who
were in charge of the Lateral Road construction. Even
after that Government of Assam did not take any action
against the particular man; Sir, the case of Guwahati La-
teral Road was referred to the Vigilence Commissioner and
the Vigilence Commissioner by their letter of 28th Novem-
ber, 1969 written to the Chief Engineer about the whole
affairs ; but nothing has been done so far. Now, Sir, coming
to another aspect of a thing, this Government is telling
that there is no money. But you will be surprised to hear
that Rs; 18.94 crores worth of stores are lying with the
P.W.D. including rotten vehicles. Sir, it is not a matter
of joke. On one hand they are telling that there is no
money, on the other hand they are blocking capital and
for non-execution of any project they are surrendering
money. Sir, in this connection, I must point out how the
Government department was asked to purchase excess stores
in the last part of November? The Superintending
Engineer, Mechanical Division, Guwahati purchased excess
stores for about 22 lakhs without obtaining approval or any
indent from any Divisions; Sir, I would like to point out
that this gentleman of this Mechanical Division of P.W.D.
is now becoming money squeezer from the State exchaquer
in various forms, Next thing Sir, the Superintending Engi-
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names 'of the Contractors.” T am ' not caé‘t'iti‘g’; any “aspersion
on anybody. “But then ‘the Execufive - J:',ngmeet and the
Superintending Engineer refused to do this. 'Then Tater’ on,
he managed to thange ‘the rate from the Addl Chief Eng-
ineer dircetly. Sir; at that time both the "Executive Engmeer

and the Superintending ‘Engineer “1efused 6’ recommend His'

petition. * Sir, in that’ way, ultlmately an ‘excess amjount of

Rs. 60 thousands has béen paid to him. “Then"' the other’

Contractor” Shri’ Manki' Das' ' alsd managed to “increase ‘the

raté from the' AddE Chief Engineer’ afd “ltithately he was'

also: paid "dfi excess' Amount of ' Rs. 40° thoudands Tn the
mean  time,” the matter has been referred to the Anti Corru-

ption Branch and'the Anti’ Corruptlon Branch has 1nvestlgated

the' ‘matter; But late has 1nvest1gated the matter

But later on, under “the leadershlp of the New Mml—

ster payment “has been ‘made to “this’ contractor 1llegally

Sir, apart from ‘that I am saymg about the laterdl road

construction. This 1savery sad phenomenon on the part

of the Government of Assam. That is, for construction of
the Lateral Road the amount has been spent, but no work
has been done. Therefore the Government of India‘raised
objections and” when they visited the area they gave'a
very disappointing note to 'the Government of "Assam and
they refused to make the payment. Now, the ‘matter was'
investigated by'C.B.L ‘and thé" Anfl—Corruption'Dep'artment-
and found that the'road was'incomplete but'the amount shown
spent and no work was"actually dode.  Further, eyen'after
such kind of allegations “against’ the officers, ‘they have
been promoted, because they “were fivourite officers of cers

tain high ups. Again, the estimated '¢ost was' Rs:70 crores
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has has1tated in saymg ‘we are not to defend or to plead
for any of the officers”. But in practice this is not so. Sir,
this i's‘ not proper. The principle and the Procedureshou]d
be followed by the Govornment in respect of promotions,
postmg aud transfer, The whole thing is, I am simply citing
an mstance the Officer, who has been put in charge of
thls Mechamcal Division, was at Sibsagar. He is now allowed
to contlnue here. On the other hand, a post is kept vacant at
Tezpur N.T. Road Division to. be filled up by this particular
man as soon as the Capital construction is OVer.

I want to know categorically the officer against whom
we brought allegation and against whom an enquiry was
conducted by the Gover11ment and the enquiry report says
he is to be removed from seryice and that is endorsed by
the Vigilance Commissioner and Assam public Service Com-
mission, Why and under. what circumstances the officer is

allowed to contmue as a Governmentofficer. Sir, last but

not the least I want to know how and in what circumst-
ances the Govemment or the Minister is showing undue
favour to some people there by causing great loss to the
State exchequer Sir, for construction of the remaining were
of the Silchar Medical College thres tenders were there from
B. N. Paul B. M. Paul Choudhury and Gannon and Dunkerly.
ShnB M. Paul Choudhury was a defaulter; he was given
WOlk for construction of Assam .Medical College but he
could not complete it. Though the other two parties were
there, I do not know of the party but'I am telling by knowing
fully well the background of  the man, this Department has ;
allotted the work to B. M. Paul Choudhury who is not in a
position to work and who is a defdulter. Goverament have
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given \the work at a higher rate there by losing about Rs. 10
lakhs which is very much improper. knowing fully well
about his conditions, knowing about his antecendents why
at a higher rate this man has been allotted work at the
cost of the State exchequer and thereby we are to pay
Rs. 10 lakhs morey In this way, Sif, this Department is
functioning very inefficiently: We are having the maximum
number of officers-Secretary, Deputy Secretaries, Chief En-
gineer, Addltional Chief Engineer and so on and so forth.
But is there progress ? By increasing the staff is there any
progress in work ¢ I admit the workload is increasing but
the way the number of officers are increased, the efficiency
is not increasing, This is a top heavy Department and we
are spending more on administration or payment to officers
than they actually deserve. Therefore, I feel the entire or-
ganisation is to be reorganised and Government should
adopt certain policy to reoreient the Mechanjcg) Branch of
the organisation. I feel that the Mechanica] Workshop should
be a training cum production centre so that ywe can employ
more people: The Mechanical Division should pe pade a
full fledged Division and the divisions of the other organ-
isations like E & D should be amalgamated together, We sho-
uld have only one Mechanical Division ang have as top
officials experienced officers and if we expand the programme
we can accchm(?date more LT.I passed boyg for training
and apprenticeship. There fore I feel this OIghttication 18
to .be reorganised fully. Sir, we should seg that i ot
which has been earmarked by the Governmeny of India for
us, we should go and move the Governmepy of India to

Ilqve this amount in time, What we haye found is that

=

-
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though we are having maximum number of officere at various
level, the proposals which are generally sent to the Governm-
ent of India are sent very late and they are not in a posi-
tion to convince the Government of India to have their due
Share. Sir, last but noi the least, you know about the road
communication very well on the north bank and south bank.
Therefore, whatever may be the fund position Government
of India should be convinced to take up the project of bridge
construction at Silghat without further delay. If they cannot
give us direct fund assistance then they should give us loan
on long terra basis as has been done in other States but
it is to be taken up immediately. Sir, as I have already
Said when there is no planning there cannot be any succ-
essful implementation. [ feel that the Design Division and
Architect Division of the Department is to be reorganised
because, for example, for the Medical College we have paid
maximum because we are lacking in respect of experienced
and better architects. Therefore, the Architect and Design
Sections are to be expanded and that organisation is to
be manned with properly experienced persons to deal with
the problems and designs of the Government buildings that
are coming up. Sir there are grievances of the Subordinate
Engineers’ Service, Though it is oldest organisation the service
rules ‘of the officers have not been prepared and gradation

list is not maintained. I think unless proper incentive is
given to the officers nobody can have any efficient work

from them. Grievances of the officers in respect of their
gradation list and service rules should be taken up imme-
diately. I think Government also assured them to meet their
demands, Therefore, T feel all these things are to be looked
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into and the present system of the P: W: D, should be
changed and reouentei so that it can take up the work
of the various projects effectively and the amount®that
earmarked is utilised properly for betterment of the people.
With these observations, Sir; I support the cut motion’ mov-
ed from this side of the House.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker : Now item No. 3-Member absent.
Item No. 4-Member absent;

1974]

'

Now item No: 5, Report of the Business Advisory Com-

mittee.
Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure and Con-

~ duct of Business in Assm Legislative Assembly, the hon’ble

.Speaker called a meeting of the Business Advisory Commi-
ttee on 21st March, 1974 in his Chamber at Dispur to discuss

" about the disposal of Government business during the current

Session of the Assembly. The Committee after discussion
decided that the House should sit on Saturday, the 30th
March; 1974 which was originally a recess day and the
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day will be devoted for transaction of Government Business
to pass a few important Government Bills. I hope this has the

approval of the House.
(Voices: Yes, yes)

Now item No. : 6. (No response)
The House stands adjourned till 10 A. M, tomorrow:

( The House rose at 11.33 A, M.)

P: D. Barua
Dispur. Secy, Legislative Assembly
22-3-74. Assam;

N/



