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FOREWORD

The “Economic Survey, Assam 1982-837, prepared by the Direetorate of Econo-
mics and Statistics, Government of Assam, reviews the development and trends in
various seciors of the State’s eeonomy in the recent years, incorporating the latest
available data. A number of statistical table on important economic sectors are alse
appended. In cases where the statistical data reported in eaclier publications have
undergone revision due to availabilty of more authentic data (e.g. the estimates of
State Domestic Product) the revised data are made use of in this issue.

This Directorate expresses its gratefulness to those Departments and Organisations
who have extended their co-operation by making available statistical data and other
relevent information in the preparation of the present siudy. Comments and sugges-
tions for improvement of the future issues of the publication arz welcome.

. , D. BORA,
Guwahati. i Director of Economics & Statistics,
September, 1983. Assam, Guwahati-3.
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CHAPTER—I

ECONOMIC

National Economy :

1.1.0. The year 1982-83 was
severe drought which cast it’s sh

tural production. Despite this and

was the stability in the price front
brought about by an appropriate mix of policies.

1.1.1. The GNP increased by 5.2. percent in
1980-81. In 1982-83, however it is
by only 2.0 percent owing to
1 output and a slower growth

1981-82 over
expected to increase
a fall in agricultura
rate in industrial production.

1.1.2. Agricultural production increased by 55 per-
cent during 1981-82 which was above the anticipated
3 kharif production was adver-
monsoon Wwith the result
on is expected to
be 3 percent lower than that in 1981-82. Total food-
3 is estimated to be
d with 133.1

million tonnes in 1981-82. The output of cotton is
likely to maintain the same level as in 1981-82.
Some decline is also likely to occur in the produc-

rate. During 1982-8
sely affected by adverse
that overall agricultural producti

grains production during 1982-8
around 125-128 million tonnes compare

tion of Jute and Sugarcane.

1.1.3. During 1982 (April-November) industrial
production increased by about 4.0. percent This in-

crease was contributed by 7.8. percent growth in

power generation, 10.5 percent in mining and

quarrying and 2.5, percent in the manufacturing

sector. Industrial production which decelerated uatil
‘Blgob;rggz showed progressive improvement upto
ey I\}lt again there wasa decline in the growth
that ind ovember. 1982. It is, however, expected
e nn zs;rial growth rate in 1982-83 would be
1981.82, T percent compared with 8.6 percent in
achieved Impressive increase in production was
ed in curde petroleum, coal, vanaspati, sugar,
cement, fertilisers, blister coppsr, electricity and
petroleum refinery products. Coal production which
was 124.? million tonnes in 1981-82 rose by 4.2 per-
cent during April-December 1982. However, this
was lower than the increase of 11.4 percent re-
corded in the same pcriod of the previous year.

1.1.4, Total power generation of electricity in
1981-82 reached 122 billigon kwh which was )iO.l
per cent higher than that of the previous year.
During 1982 (April-December) it increased by 7.2
per cent. The continued improvement in power
generation narrowed dewn the gap between genera-
tion and consumption from 12.7 per cent in 1980-81
to 108 % in 1981-82, Itis expected, this gap will
further nmarrow down during 1982-83 although cer-
tain States were experiencing shortage of power

g upPply.

- stability during

macked by a
adow over agricul-
some deceleration of

industrial output, a remarkable feature of the year
which was

SITUATION

1.1.5. Prices Showed a considerable degree of
1982-83. The inflation rate as
measured by anaual wholesale price index fluctuted
around 2 per centsince the beginning of September,
1982. The annual rate of increase of consumer
price Index in December, 1982 was 8.0 per cent as
against 12.7 per cent in December, 1981, The major
source of increase in prices was the continued
increase in the prices of cereals, fruits, vegetables
eggs, meat and fish. The prices of milk, milk
products, edible oil and oilseeds also registered some
increase during 1982. Prices of sugar, raw-cotton
and pulses showed some decline during 1982. The
Public distribution system played a very important
role ‘n price stability throu:h mainiaining balance
between supply and demand during 1982.

1.1.6. In view of the abatement of inflationary
pressures and the success in mopisg up €XCess
liquidity in the economy, monetary policy in 1982-83
was gradually relaxed in order to improve the flow
of bank credit to productive and priority sectors.
There was larger expausion in baok eredit to the
Government in 1982.83. However, this was sigoi-
ficantly neutraltsed by the decline in net foreign
exchange assets of the banking sector,

1.1.7. In the sphere of foreign trade, the bala-
nce of payments situation during 1982-83 continued
to remain under strain. However, trade balance is
expected to show improvement during 1982-83.

1.1.8. In sum, the economy, showed appreciable
degree of resilience despitc a set-back in agricul-
ture, growing constraints on resources and continue

strain on balance of payments.

Econoiay of the State—

1.2.0. The year 1982-83 for the State was
marked by encouraging performances in several
sectors and absence of any serious bottlenecks, exc-
epting in the last three months of the year which
witnessed unprecedented turmoil in the economic
and social life of the people of the State. The
price level continued to be more or less stable
without any major rise compared to the previous

year,

1.2.1. From available indications it appeafs
that SDP (State Domestic Product) in 1982-83 is
likely to register a moderate rise over 198l-
because of better performance in agriculture, indu-
stry and mining sectors.



1.2.2. The SDP increased by 16.7 p. c. in 1981-
82 at current prices over the previous year. At
constant prices however the increase was nominal being
only 1. L. p.c.. During the year the per capita
income at current prices rose by 13.0 p.c while at

comstant prices it declined by 2.2 p.c. over the
previous year.,

¥2.5;

The year 1982-83 may turn out to be
yet another

] good year in the field of agriculture
in the State. Production of winter rice in 1982-83
1s likely to exceed the previous record production
of 19.78 lakh tonmes 'achieved in 1980-81. Jute
production hag registered a marginal increase in
1982-83 over 1981-82 and in respect of pulse, rape

and mastard and sy arcane prospect appears to be
better in 1989-33, 2 T >

1.2.4. From the available production trends
for the first few months in 1982, it appears that
production of tea

0 may fall marginzally in 1982
compared with 1981. The fa

! 11 is likely to be more
marked in the Barak Valley than in the Brahma-
putra Valley. But prices maintained an increasing
trend and volume  of sales through the Auction
Centré was encouraging during 1982,

1.2.5. The overall performance in the manu-

facturing and processing industries appears to be
satisfactory compared with the previous year. Pro-
duction of sugar, fertilizer, pertroleum and match in
particular  increased substantially in 1982. The

mining sector also resistered significant improve-
ment during 1982 over 1981.

1.2.6. The installed ; 5
was 141.5 M.w,“}ia ¢d capacity fo power which

1979-80 rose to 31i.+ M.W.
at the end of March 1983, Total power genera-

tion in 1981-82 reached 728.1 million Kwh, which

was 65 p:c. higher than in 1980-81., The position
is expected to be Still better in 1982-83. The
general power supply position by and large was
satisfactory in 1982. In respect of rural electrifica-
tion, the State was languishing compared with many
of her compatriots, although of late the programme
appears to have gaiced considerable momentum.

1.2.7. In respect of banking facilities Assam,
is making rapid strides over the past few years.
But in comparison with many other States of the
country it continues to be a relatively underbanked
State. /ssam has now five regional rural banks
covering all the districts of the State.

1.2.8. There was a decleration in price level
in 1982. The rate of rise of price measwed in
terms of annual average wholesale price Index, on
a point to point basis, came down from 17 p.c. I
1980 to 6 p.c. in 1982. The risc was more Prod'
minent in the case of non food iters than 1n fpt_)
items. The retail prices of essential commodities
like rice, atta, salt etc. have regestcred substantlal
rise while that of pulses, sugar, mustard oil and
onion have registerd varying degrees of fall during
1982. As against this, however, it was matter of
relief that public distribution system had heen able
to maintain a balance between supply and demand.
The procurement of paddy in the State did not
reveal any encouraging trend in 1982-83 compared
with previous records.

1.2.8. Notwithstanding ecfforts made through
successive State plans for generation of greater
employment potential, the problem of unemployment
in the State continued to be critical as evident
from Employment Exchange data. The number of
job-seekers on the Live Register of Employment
Exchanges registerd an increase of about 7 p.c. in
November 1982 over December 1981,
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CHAPTER—II
POPULATION

2.1.0. Assam constitutes about 2.4 Per cent (78,
523 Sq. km) of the total land area of the country
and accommodates 2.9 per cent of the country’s popu-
lation as per 1981 census estimates, It has two
distinct natural regions, the plains comprising the
Brahmaputra and the Barak valley seperatzd by the
hills areas of the State situated at the middle,

2.1.1. Assam’s population was 33 lakhs in
1901 which rose to 199 lakhs (estimated) in 1981.
Since 1961, Assam’s population has, however, grown
at a comsiderably fast rate in comparison to the
average growth of population in the country. In
fact, the state contioues to record high decadal
growth rate of population among the other Indian
States, Table below shows the population trend in
Assam and the country as a whole since 1901.

TABLE—2.1

Population (in lakhs)

P.C. decade Variation Average density

o - o P Sk o e o L
Assam India Assam India Assam India (b)
I 2 3 4 R 6 B i
1901 33 2,388 - —_ 42 77
1911 38 2,520 +17.0 5.8 49 82
1921 46 2,519 +20.5 —0.3 57 81
1931 56 2,789 4+19.9 +11.0 71 90
1941 67 3,185 204 +14.2 85 103
1951 80 3,610 +19.9 +13.3 102 117
1961 108 4,319 +35.0 +21.6 138 142
1971 146 5,471 +35.0 +24.8 186 177
1981 199 (a) 6,838 +36.1 (a) +24.8 254 221
(a)=TEstimated

(b)=While working out the density of India, Jammu and Kashmir has been excluded as
comparable figures of area and Population are not available for that State.

Source.—Census of India, 1981 (Series—1)

2.1,2, The density of population in Assam is
estimimated at 254 persons per sg. km in 1981
against 221 §n India. In 1971, the density of popu-
lation in the State was 186 persons per sq. km as
against 177 for the country.

2.1.3. The 1981 population census could not
be conducted in Assam and as such the actual
Size of the population alongwith other demographic
barticulars are not precisely known. Nevertheless,
}"h’!e releasing the provisional 1981 census data for
tnélla, the Registrar General has given the projec-
€d population figures for the state which was 199

lakhs in 1981. Thus the decennial growth rate in
Assam during 1971-81 based on this projection
works out at 36'09 p.c. compared with 24'75 p.c.
for India during the same period.

2.1.4. The size of scheduled castes and sche-
duled Tribes population of the State is not known
for the year 1981 due to the reasons already sta-
ted* In 1971 census, the scheduled castes and sche-
duled Tribes population of the State were 9°78 and
16:07 lakhs respectively and accounted for 6.2 p.C.
and 10'6 p.c. respectively of the total population
of the state. The corresponding national average
figures were 146 p.c. and 69 p.c. Tespectively,




2.1.5. The percentage of people living in
rural areas in the State was 91 p.c. in 1971 com-
pared with 80 p.e. in the couatry. The total num-
ber of inhabitated villages in the State was 21,995
in 1971. Certain demographic characteristics as per
1971 census for the State and other north eastern

States alongwith all India figures are given in
Appendix-II.

2.1.6. Over the past few years, there have been
a steady decline of birth and death rates in Assam

conpared with the All India rates as evident from
the Sample Registration Estimates. Perhaps improve-
ment in medical and public health facilities, spread
of education and impact of family wealfare services
have resulted in this decline. The estimated live
birth and death rates in Assam and India as re-
ported in the Sample Registration Bulletines of the
IEcgistrar General of India is given in table 2.2,

TABLE—2.2,

ESTIMATED LIVE BIRTH AND DEATH RATES IN ASSAM AND INDIA
(BASED ON THREE YEARLY MOVING AVERAGE)

Assam

India
Year Birth Rate Death Rate Birth Rate Death Rate
1 2 3 4 5
1971-73 36.0 17.3 36.3 15.9
1975-77 31.1 14.9 34.2 15.2
1976-78 31.3 13.7 33.3 14.5
1977-79 31.1 12.5 33.1 13.9
1978-80 32.2 11.7 33.2 13.1
1979-81 32.7 11.4 33.2 12.6
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CHAPTER-III

STATE INCOME

3.1.0. The quick estimates of State Domestic
Product (SDP) of Assam at current prices stood at
Rs.2798 crores in 1981-82 as against Rs 2398 crores
in 1980-81 (provisional estimates) showing a rise of
16.7 percent over 1980-81. This upward trend in
the estimates at culrent prices has been observed
since 1976-77.

3.1,1. SDP at constant (1970-71) prices stood
at Rs.1107 crores in 1981-82 as against Rs,1095
crores in 1980-81 showing a rise of only 1.1 percent over
1980-81. Decline in SDP at constant prices had been
observed in the years 1978-79 and 1979-80. It may be
noted that National Income (Net National Product)
of India at constant (1970.71) prices recorded a rise

of 5.1 percent in 1981-82 over 1980-81 in come
parison to a rise of 8'1 percent in 1980-81 over the
proceding year.

3'1.2. Percapita SDP at current prices in 1981-
82 rose to Rg,1380 from Rs.1221 in 1980-81 show-
ing a rise 13.0 percent as against 14.9 percent rise
in 1980-81 over 1979-80. Per capita SDP at cons-
tant prices in 1981-82 was Rs.546 against Rs.558 in
1980-81 displaying a fall of 2.2 percent as against
a rise of 8.1 percent in 1980-81 over the proced-
ing year.

3.1.3. The table below shows the movement of
SDP and per capita SDP at current and constant
prices over the past few years.

TABLE—3.1

STATE DOMESTIC PRODUCT AT FACTORS COST : ASSAM

Net SDP (Rs. crores)

Per capita SDP (Rupees)

At current prices

At constant (1970-71)
prices

At current prices At constant (1970-71)

prices
1970-71 771.4 771.4 534.7 534.7
1971-72 813.9 807.1 548.1 543.5
1972-73 382.6 844.4 576.6 551.6
9173-74 1023.1 865.9 648.4 548.7
1974-75 1837.0 861.8 821.7 529.7
1975-76 1314.4 938.6 783.3 559.4
1976-77 1514.2 932.1 874.9 538.5
1977-78 (P) 1666.2 1009.7 933.0 565.4
1978-79 (P) 1856.1 1004.1 1007.2 544.9
1979-30 (P) 2022.8 982.3 1063.4 516.4
1980-81 (P) 2397.8 1095.1 1220.8 557.6
1981-82 (Q) 2798.4 1107.2 1380.0 546.0

—

(P) Provieional estimates; (Q) Quick cstimates.




3.1.4. An examination of the data on industrial
oreak up of SDP will reveal that income from
agriculture at current prices which cons ituted 46 9
of total SDP recorded a fall of 0.9 percent in 1981-
82 compared with a rise of 3l percent in 1980-81
over 1979-£0. The ineome irom agriculture in 1981-
82 declined as a result of fall in production of
agricultural crops by about 5 percent over 1980-81,
It is important to note that income from mining
ard quarring recorded a rise of 603.0 percent in
1981-82 over 1980-81 as against a fall of 41.2 per-
cent in 1980-8] over the prececding year. The rise
in income from minig is mainly due to
increase of production and prices of crude oil in
comparison to 1980-8., It may be mentioned that
the prices and production of crude oil increased by
more than three times in 1981-82. Income from
electricity, gas and water supply recorded a rise of
84.6 percent in 1981-82 over 1980-81 as against a
fall of 13.3 percent in 1980-81 over the proceding

year. The rise in income in other sectors at current
prices was as follows—Forestry and Logging 10.3
percent, Manufacturing 21.9 percent, Construction
6 percent, Transpor:, storage and communicaiion
11.8 percent, Trade, Hotels and Restaurants 8.3
percent, Banking and Insurance 3.9 percent, Real
estate, Ownership of Dwelling and Business Services
14.3 percent and other services 14.8 percent.

3.1.5. At constant (1970-71) prices declinle in
income in 1981-82 over 1980-81 was noticeable in
Agriculture (6.1 percent) and Forestry and Logging
(27.3 percent). Income from Mining and Quarrying
at constant (1970-71) prices registered a rise of
127.3 percent in 1981-82 over 1980 81 due to in-
crease of production of crude oil while in the rest
of the industries rise in income ranged from 5.6
percent in other services to 27.3 percent in Forestry
and Logging.
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CHAPTER 1V
AGRICULTURE

4.1.0. Agiiculture in the State has been play-
ing a very important role by way of contributing
more than 50 p.c. to the net State Domestic Prod-
act and is a single source of employment to the
crural people of the State. Nevertheless the agri-
culture in Assam continues to be characterised by
mary impediments such =s small and uneconomic
farm units, low cost intensity, low productivity,
lack of proper irrigation facilities, inadequate
credit, Besides, in agriculture and rural economy
tradition  persisted very deep, reducirg thke to al
productvity to u large extent. Excessive rains, floods,
and sometimes draught couditions here and therc
and paste attack on standing crops are soine of
the other porblems which agriculture willy nilly has to
face every year. The following paragraphs discuss
the past trends and achievments in various aspects
relating to agriculture alongwith the up-to-date
position.

Agricultural Production:—

4.2.0 So far the weathsr is concerned the
year 1982-83 has turned out to be a normal one
with timely rainfall. However, the State also experi-
enced three successive waves of floods during the year.
Nevertheless, production of rice was higher at 25.
79 lakh tonnes in 1982-83 as against 22.46 lakh
tonnes in 1981-32. Production ofrice increased by
34 p.ct in 1980-81 over the poor harvest of 1979
-80 and further by 37 p.c in 1982-83 over the
same year. Of course, production of rice in 1982-
83 registered marginal rice over 1980-31 in which
year production touched the peak ever recorded.
During 1982-83  winter rains were by and large
good and as such production of wheat was 117.
90 thousand tonnes, an increase of 2.1 per cent over
1981-82 which was howevver still below the highest
level of production achieved in 1980-81. Production
of maize stood at 12.2 thousand tonnes in 1982-

83, which was a margina] improvement over the
previous year but below the Jeve] of production
achieved in 1977-78 to 198C-S!. Cash crops like
jute and sugarcare recorded steady progressduring
1982-83. But other crops in this group found to
have registered marginal fall. Procuction of jute
increased from 951.1 thousand bales iu 1981-82 to
955.2 thousand bales in 1982-83. Production of
sugarcane (gur) rose to 223.2 thousand tonnes in
1982-83 frcan “0C.0 thousand temrec in  1981-82,
displayiug a rice of 17.6 pc¢ over the year. App=-

ndix vi shows the production statistics ©/ some
important crops in the Staie over the past few
years.

Index of Agricultural Production : —

4.3.00 The index of agricujtura] productien
(base triennium ending 1969-70 = 100) has show_n
vigorous osciilations over the Jast decade, suggesti-
ng that production of agriculture jn Assam has
been experiencing many ups and dow ns. The index
for all crops which was 105 in 1970-71 rose 2
119 in 1975-76 and then declined to 117 in the
next year and again rose to 123 in 1977-78. The
index again declined to 122 in 1978-79 and further to
a new low lcvel of 114 in 1979-80. It then rose
to a new height of 138 in 1980-81 but again
declined to 131 in 1981-82. Inconsistency in the
production of food crops has been responsible for
this resultant trend. Available indications sugg-
ests that the index for all crops may register 2
marginal rise in 1962-83. While year to year percen-
tage change in index in respeci of India was within
the extremeties of —15.5 to--15.4, in respect of Assam
the same was within—6.4 to 4 21.0.

4.3.1. An idea about the trend of agricultural
production in the State as well as in the country for
the last few years may be had fiom the table 4.

TABLE—4.1

INDEX OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN ASSAM AND INDIA

(Base=Triennium ending 1969-70=100)

Assam INDIA P. C, charge over pre-
Year i e A —=——-— vious year (for all crops)
Food Non-Food All crops Food Non-Food All crops r;nssam India
1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9
1970-71 107 101 105 113 109 112 = —
1975-76 123 113 119 127 120 125 (+) 5.7 (+4-)14.7




' 2i 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1976-7° 17 117 117 116 118 116 (—) 1.7 (—) 6.7
1677-78 127 117 123 134 131 133 (4) 5.1 (+)14.0
1978-79 119 125 122 139 135 138 (—) 0.8 (+) 3.8

(P)

1979-50 105 129 114 115 122 117 (—) 6.6 (—)15.0
(P)

1980-81 140 135 128 138 130 135 (4)21.0 (4)15.2
(P)

1981-82 125 141 131 141 146 143 {(—) 5.1 (++) 5.7
)

(P)—Provisional

({-)—Increase

(-~)—Decrease

Source :—(i) Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.

{(ii) Economic survey, 1982-83, Government of India,

Area under crops:—

44,0, The total cropped area of the State
stood at 32.7 lakh hectares in 1977-78. Thus
percentage of area placed under different crops
constitute roughly 42 per cent of the total gecgra-
phical area of the State during 1977-78 as whereas,
compared to all-India figure of 50 parcent cropped
area, this is no doubt a low figure, but it is to
be noted that the State is covered by hills, rivers,
beels and other low lying water logged and sandy
riverine islands which do mot permit the scope for
expansion of area under agricultural use. However,
inspite of such limitations the area under crops
which wag 27.9 lakh hectares in 1970-71 had risen
to 32.7 lakh hectares in 1977-78.

4.4,1. The area under rice account for neatly
69 pcr cent of the total cropped area of the State.
The area under rice was 21.3 lakh hectares in
1979-80, which increased to 22.8 lakh hectares in
1980-81 then further to 23.0 1lakh hectares in
1982-83. It is observed that area wunder wheat
recorded a very marked increase from 1975 76
onwards. The area under wheat which was only
48 5 thousaliond hectares in 1975-76 increased more
than-twice since then and stood at 105.3 thousand
hectares in 1982-83. Area wunder Jute had been
displaying a very fluctuating trend. Appendiv—VII
shows the area under some important food and
each crops in the State for the last few years.

Yield Rate:—

4.5.0. Although a large majority of crops in
1982-83 have maintained f bett']er a{'eragc raF;e of
return per hectare however, compared with overall
performance in 1980-81, the returns appeared to
be not very significant. Though it is claimed that
H. Y.V, varieties have gradually taken over the
place of traditional varieties, yet the yield rate Oj

most of the crops in the S
tate appears to be lower
compared to (ther States. P

4.5.1. The yield rate of ijce jr the State which
%ﬂskw%kg- per heciar in }975-76, declined to
. 7 X8 per hectare in 1979-80 Dbut it rose to 1126
15. ber hectare 1980.81 and then to 1138 kg. pex
ec_gre n 1982-83. While yield rate of maize had
ref}éhtered a ﬂuctuating increase over 1979-8G that
of wheat had shwop g flip flop trend. A trend
similar to wheat had been exhibited by jute. Though
yield rate of suparcane rose to a commendable
p r0p9r:ion 10 1981.82. however, it registered a sub-
S‘.alnd‘m fall in 1982.83. Appcndix-VIII shows the
31718_ rale of certain crops in Assam along with all-
ndia averages over the past few years.

Agricultural Census:—
4.6.0. As per Agricultural census of 1976-77,

{Xsnamfhad.a total of 22.5 Jakh operational hold-
ings of which 22.0 lakh were in the plains and the



residuc inthe hills districts. Thus there had been
an increasc of 15 perecnt in the number of opera-
tional holdings in the State over 1970-71 when it
stood at 19.6 lakhs —19.2 lakhs in the plains and
44 thousand in the hills districts. Though opera:ed
area rose from 28.8 lakh hectares in 1970-71 to
30.8 lakh hectares in 1976-77, nevertheless ave-
rage size of holding declined to 1.37 hectares in
1976-77 from 1.47 hectares in 1970-71. Appendx
IX shows the disirict wize number of holdings, total
area operated and average size of holding mn the
State as obtained from the Agricultural Census
1970-71 and 1976-77.

Developmental Efforts and Reforms:—

4.7.0. (i) High yielding Varicties:—More than
40 per cent of the tctal area under paddy was
recorted te have been brouvght under HYV culii-
vation during the ycar 1982-83, It was made
possible due to the fact that farmers in Assam of
late have taking increasing interest towards the use
of improved seeds, fertilizers, etc. ¥From a coverage
of 3.5 lakh hectares under HYV paddy in 1979-80,
it increased to 6.5 lakh hectares in 1981-82 and
further to 9.2 lakh hectares in 1982-83. Appendix—X
s hows the statistics on the HYV Programme in the
State for the year 1982-83, as reported by the
Agriculture Department.

(I1) Irrigation

480 In order to
production assured water is one of the essential
inputs. Over the past few  years, rainfall
in the State has been showing erratic behaviours
and in view of this irrigation has an important
role to play. Irrigation also helps farmers in planning
for crops programmes where assured water is there
as they do not have to depend on the mercy of
the rain god.

boost up agricultural

4.8.1. Irrigation programmes in the state may
broadly be classified as major, medium and minor
irrigation programmes. Kokrajhar tops the list of
snbdivisions by number of completed minor irriga-
tion schemes followed by Tezpur aud Nagaon during
the year 1981-82. In the case of on-going minor
irrigalion projects for the same year, Morigaon sub-
division tops the list followed by Nagaon and Guwa-
hati. Relating to major and medium irrigation
projects, activities are found to have concentrated in
ten sub-divisions mawmly, among which Barpeta tops
the list in terms of on going projects.

4.8.2. According to the information obtained
from the Irrigation Departmrnt, Assam, the total
irrigation potential available for utilisation during
the kharif crop year 1983 in the state is 232,072
hectares out of which 213,502 hectares is in the
plains. Diphu subdivision with 12,625 hectares of
irrigated Kharif land tops the list among the sub-
divisons belonging to the hills distiicts. Nagaon,
simijarly occupies the first place among the sub=
divisions of the plains districts. Appendix XI and
XII shows the irrigation statistics for the State,

(III) Land Reform :

III. 4.9.0. Land-man relation has a direct bear-
ing on the production and productivity in agriculture.
As this has been realised a long back, efforts has
been made ceaseiessly to create a psychological infras-
tructure through land reform measures like, (i)
securicy of tenancy rights, (i) protecting tenants from
possible exploitation; (iii) establishment of a direct
nexus between the tenants and the Government and
(iv) distribution of Ceiling surplus land, etc.

Table below shows the land reform measurs
adopted in the State during 1980-1982.

TABLE—4,2

ACQUISITION AND DISTRIBUTION OF CEILING SURPLUS LAND IN ASSAM

Distribution of land

Year Total land acqui- Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe Other familles Institution Total
sition (in acres) familics families
‘—-———u\—H - — e -— - —
Areas  No, of Area No: of Area No. of Area No. of Area No, of
in acres families in acres families in acres families in acres families in acres families
(N @ (3) 4 (5) (6) (N (8) 9 (10) (11 (12)
1980 —— 31.86 69 63,05 189 207.62 347 — e 302.54 505
1981 8,232.53 1,267.07 1,893 415.39 606 682.73 1,020 266.13 — 263132 3519
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I - 3 4 5 6 £ { 9 10 i 12
1982 — 214,99 803  204.69 760 267.75 1,004 :380.72 - 3068.15 2557
N Total 3,232.5% 1,513.92 2765 683.13 1,555 1,158.10 2,3%;—2646.85 — 6002.[".‘_-6;_}“"

B Scurce ;~—Dircctor of lLand Requisition, Acquisition and Reiorm, Assam, Guwahati,
1V Agricultural Finance : form of loans and advances stood at Rs. 10 lakh
as disbursement and Rs. 269 lakhs as amoun:

4,10.0. Credit facilities hold oac of the key to
the development of agriculture. Although there are
several institutions such as State Co-operative Banks,
Land Development Banks, Agricultural Refinance
Corporation (ARDC), etc, which deal in agricultural
credit in the State, still the impact generaied so
far by these institutions has appeared to be insigni-
ficant. The tota] credit made available to the agri-
culture in the State by the scheduled commerclal
Banks can be judged from the outstanding credit
which stood at Rs. 5047 crores in December, 1980.
It accounted for nearly 22 p.c. of the total out-
standing credit of the scheduled commercial Banks

Outstanding in 1980,

4.10.1. Refinance and disbursement by Agricul-
tural Refinance and Development Corporation at
the end of June, 1982 may be observed from the
table 4.3. The number of schemes undertaken was
279 at the end of June, 1982 as against 253 in
June end 1981. The total financial assistance and
ARDC’s committment were Rs. 831 crores and
Rs. 71'7 crores respectively in June end 1982 as
against Rs. 78'9 crores and Rs. 67'9 crores res-
pectively in June end 198l. These appear to be

: ding figures allotted to
in the State. The scheduled commercial Bank much below the correspondin,
:ﬁrcct finance to the farmers in the State in thi other States by ARDC, during the years under
reference,
TABLE 43

Disbursement of Refinance by A.R.D.C.
(at the end of June-82)

(Amount in Rs, crores)

State/Country . of Schemes Total financial A.R.D.C.S. Disbursement
assistance Committments
1 2 3 4 5
Assam 279 £3-13 71-70 21-39
Andhra Pradesh 2508 73586 61114 36391
Uttar Pradesh 2276 53850 69574 417-88
Karnataka 1718 40175 32830 166-04
Maharashtra 2110 45361 37432 27365
Madhya Pradesh 1875 50917 43785 22034
All India 16611 5578-07 46463 2807-95
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Soi! Conservation—

4.11,0. Assam has been experieucing every
yeat top soil erosion due mainly to excessive rain-
fall, lack of soil conservation facilities and topo-
graphy. As a counter to this, various soil conser-
vaton measures of late have been undertaken in

the State. Broadly these measures fall into two
categories-protection of agricultural fields from guily
crosion in the plains aad the aHo.estation, eic, in
the hills where shifting cultivation is widely prac-
i'sed. The table 4.5 shows the progress in differens
field of soil conservation in the State for the years
1980-81 to 1982-8-.

TABLE—4.5

Soil conservation activities in Assam  in

1981-82 and anticipated

achievement in 1982-83.

1981-82 1932-83 (A)

Item ol works Unit e e R e i iy Sy
General Hills areas General Hill areas
areas areas

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Protective afforestation—

(i) creation Hectares 721 1505 1364 782
(i1) Maintenance o G442 4495 6375 5124
2. Protection of riverine land—
(i) creation Hectares 2321 — == —
Running metre 1932 — 4531 12
No. of projects — 4 — —
(ii) Maintenance i 13 — 13
: No. of spurs 7 = 21 =
3. Guilly control works—
(1) creation Hectares 3880 — 4421 115
No. of projects — 2 — ~
{ii) Maintenance Hectarcs — i 20 -
No. of projects 60 — 96 —
4, Land development,
terracing etc.
(i) creation Hectares 1753 1138 2683 77
(ii) Maintaniance . 2155 —_ 320 -
No. of projects — = 65 =
5. Cash crop development:
(i) creation Hectares 26 — 14 5
(i) Maintanance 5 29 173 41 229

(A)—Anticipated achievment

Source—Directorate of Soil Conservation, Assam.
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CHAPTER—V

LIVESTOCK, AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND FISHERIES

5.1.0. The last quinquennial livestock census
conducted in Assam during 1979 revealed that
during the year the State had a total livestock
population of 95.8 lakhs. Compared with the live-
stock population of the previous census (80.0 lakhs in
1972) , this was higher by about 20 percent. The
most important component of the states, livestock
population was cattle which accounted for nearly

69 per cent of the total livestock population.
Goats, Buffaloes and Pigs were other notable cate-
gories which respectively constituted 17 per ce.t, 8 per-
cent and 5 per cent of the total, During 1979 almost
all categories of livestock population recorded sub-
stantial increase over the figure of 1972 census,
The following table gives some coraparative figures.

TABLE—5.1

Livestock population in Assam

(in thousand head)

Species 1972 1979 Percentage variation
in 1979 over 1972
1 7l 3 4

1. Cattle 5796 6604 <4139
2. Buffajoes 489 732 +49-8
3. QGoats 1258 1657 +31-7
4. Pigs 397 514 4294
5. Horses and ponies 10 18 +78'4
6 Sheep 51 59 +16'4
Total livestock 8001 9584 +19-8

Source—Livestock census, Assam,1972 and 1979,

5.1.1. As already noted, cattle form the most
improtant category of livestock in the State. It
provides draught power ‘or agriculture and rural
transport besides supplying manure for crops. More-

over, It is the main source of supply of milk im
the State. Some important features of cattle popu-
lation of the State, as revealed by the 1979 live
stock eensus, are furnished in the following table.
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TABLE—5.2.

CATTLE POPULATION OF ASSAM IN 1979

T W e = 2
Head Unit Number
1 2

(1) Total cattle Lakhs 66.0
(a) Male cattle over 3 years » 25.2
(b) Female cattle over 3 years o 20.7
(¢) Male cattle used for work 3 24.6
(d) Cows in milk » 11.9
(¢) Cows not in milk " 6.4
(f) Young stock 5 20.0
(2) Cows in milk per 1000 human population Number 81(*)
(3) Cattle per 1000 hectares of cultivated area » 2597
(4) Working cattle per 1000 ploughs 2 1132
(5) Female cattle 1000 male cattle o 905

(*) Based on 1971 population census,

5.1.2. The number of buffaloes in the State
recorced substantial increase in 1979 as it rose from
49 lakhs in 1972 to 7‘3 lakhs in 1979. During
the year male and femalc buffaloes of over 3 years
were of the order of 30 lakhs and 25 Ilakhs
respeetively, A total ~f 2:8 lakh male buffaloes were
used for work while about 1.4 lakh female buffa-
loes were in inilk during the year. Thus, on an
average, there were 109 working buffaloes per 1000
ploughs and 9 buffaloes in milk per 1000 human
population (as per 1971 pnpulation census) of the
State. Number of buffaloes per 1000 hectares of
cultivated areas stood at 287 during the year.

5.1.3. Assam possesses an appreciable poultry
Population. Its population stood at 104:5 lakhs in
1979 as against 88'8 lakhs in 1972. Fowls and
ducks are the two main categories of pouliry in
the State. The Number of fowls and ducks tota-
lled 73:4 Jakhs and 28.7 lakhs respectively in 1979
as against 61'5 lakhs and 240 lakhs respsetively
10 1972, Nearly 96 percent fowls and 94 per cent
ducks were reported to be concentrated in the rural
areédas of the State in 1979.

Source : —Livestock Census, Assain 1979

Productivity of livestock:—

5.2.0. The productivity of livestock is very
poor in Assam zs its population mestly belong to
the indegenous non-descript type. However, over
the past few years, popularity of improved breed
of catt]e such as Jersey, Hariyana, Holestein Fresian etc.
are on increase in the State, As per information made
available by the Directorate of Animal Husbundry
and veterinary, Assam, the average productivity of
milk per da; of a local cow is only 08 litre
(or 800 grams) and that of crossbreed cow is
about 4 litres in Assam. In respect of local buffaloes
the producitvity of milk per day is reported to be
nearly 2.4 litre per buffaloe.

5.2.1. Production of milk and egg is gradually
rising in the State. According to estimates prepareld
by the State Directorate of Animal Husbandry and
Veterinary, the production of Milk in 1979-80 was
460 million litres as against 343 million litres in 1976-
77 and that of egg was about 271 million number in
1979-80 as against 207 million number in 1976-77.
The production of meat in the State has been provi-
sionally esiimated at 140 M. T. in 1979-20.



Livestock development and veterinary facilities :

3.3.0 In the agrarian economy of the State lives.
tock occupies an important place and therefore deserves
special attention for its development. Some headway
towards livesinck development has been made during the
past few years. Various efforts covering qreeding. feeding.
disease control and dairy development continues to
be undertaken in the State under the five year plan
programmes. The operation of Key Village Scheme
and Intensive cattle Development Project (ICDP) has
helped to a great extent in increasing the popularity
of improved breed of cattle in the State. During 1980-
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81 there were 19 Regional Artificial [nsemination
centres and 254 stockman centres under the ICDE
scheme besides 21 Key Village centres under the Key
Village Scheme. In addition to the above, the State
had 7 livestock farms, 12 poultry and duck farms, 4
pig farms, 13 Gosadans and | each of sheep breeding,
bull rearing, cattle demonstration and goat farm during
the year. A wide net work of veterinary hospitals
and dispansaries have been set-up all over the State.
Table below shows the availability of veterinary faci-
lities and their performances in Assam during 1979-
80 and 1980-81.

TABLE—5.3

Veterinary facilities in Assam

Head Uit Year .
1979-80 1980-81
o 1 —— = e i o 2 - - 3 r )

1. Hospitals No. 25 25
2. Dispensaries o 192 213
3. Block Dispensaries »” 112 109
4, Mobile dispensaries 2 12 12
Total (1 to4) 2 341 359
5. Livestock treated ‘000’No. 1473 2278
6. Poultry treated - 430 545
7. Livestock Castrated > 278 218
8. Livestock Vaccinated < 1661 1445
9. Poultry vaccinated 2063 1390

Source:—Directorate of Animal Husbandry & Veterinary, Assam.

Agricultural implements :

5.4.0. Ploughs, carts, sugarcane crushers, power
tillers, tractors etc. are the agricultural implements
being used in Assam. However, a large part of the
agricultural implements being used in the State are
of traditional type. Of late, there appears to be an
increasing awareness on the part of the farmers for
adoption of modern method of cultivation and asa
result the use of modern tools and implements are
increasing steadily.

5.4.1. The data made available by the 1979 Live-
stock Census reveals that during the year there were

about 20.8 lakh ploughs (20.6 lakh wooden and 15.7

thousand iron) in the State as against 14.0 lakhs in
1972. The number of animal drawn carts, however,
declined from 110 thousand in 1972 to 104 thousand
in 1979. During 1979 the State had about 10 thousand
sugarcane crushers (of which 106 were operated b

power and the rest by bullocks) as against the total
of 6 thousand in 1972. The number of tractors (com-
prising prawler tractors, power tillers and four wheeled
tractors) in the State stood at 907 in 1979 as against
684 tractors and 54 power tillers in 1972. The number
of other agricultural implements such as blade harrows,
wet land paddlers, earth levellers, sprayers and dus-
ters, pumps for irrigation etc. were as follows as repor-
ted by the Livestock census, 1979.



(1) Blade harrows 5.5 lakh number

(2) Wet land paddlers 32 thousand number

(3) Earth levellers 2.7 lakh number

(4) Seed drillers 820 Number

(5) Maize sellers

337 =
(6) Sprayers & dusters 3668 7
(7) Pumps for irrigation 1086

Fishery :

5.5.0. Assam is not self-sufficient in fish  pro-
duction. The production of fish in the State from all
the available resouces is estimated at about 42 thousand
tonnes which constitute roughly half of the State‘s
total annual requirement. In order to meet the grow-
ing demand for fish, the piscicultural activities in the
State have been stepped up. The efforts made in this
direction mainly consist of : intensification of fish-
seeds production through expansion of rearing faci-
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lities, provision of assistance in cash and kind to pri-
vate pisciculturists as a part of composite fish culture
scheme, strengthening of departmental machinery etc.

5.5.1. During 1980-81, a total .of 395 registered
beel fisheries and 173 registered river fisheries were
there in the State. The production of spawn in the
fish mahals of the State has been estimated at 85.6
million number in 1979-80. Production of fry and .
fingerlings has been estimated at 9.5. million number

in 1980-81 as against 7.6. million number in the pre-
vious year,

5.5.2. According to Livestock Census, 1979 there
were about 2.8 lakh fishermen in the State which in-
cluded 76.2 thousand male, 36.9 thousand female
adults and 1.5 lakh children. The number of persons
engaged in different fishing occupations were reported
to be 15.2 thousand full time and 20.4 thousand parg
time during the year. In respect of marketing of fish
nearly 11.4 thousand persons were reported to be
engaged. The census further revealed that during
1979 there were 967 mechanised fishing crafts (consist-
ing of 291 gill netters, 671 trawlers and 5 liners), 11.8
thousand non-machanised fishing crafts and about 1.5
lakh fishing gears in the State.
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Damages caused by floods in Assam

from 20th July and lasted for about a fortnight affec-
ting 11 Sub-divisions of the Brahmaputra Valley. The
third and last wave of flood occured from the middle
of september till the end of the month which also
adversely affected 13 Sub-divisions of the Brahmaputra
Valley. The total area affected as a result of thes

three successive waves of floods was as high as 68.

lakh hectares as compared with 4.6.lakh hectares i
1981 and 11.6. lakh hectares in 1980. Nearly 14 lakh
people were affected due to the flood of 1982. The
total value of damages to crops, houses, public utili-
ties etc. by the flood of 1982 had been estimated at
about Rs.21.9 crores as against Rs.7.4 crores in 1981
and Rs.39.8 crores in 1980. Moreover, the devastat-
ing flood of 1982 also took the toll of 16 human lives
besides resulting in the loss of 227 cattle.

The magnitude of damages caused by floods in

Assam over the past few years may be observed from
the table given below.

TABLE—6.1

~ Ttem 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
N Rk 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Area affected (Lakh hect.) 14.19 10.24 3.06 6.73 11.60 4.57 GR.85
2. Population affected (Lakh) 14.63 45.49 9.17 23.51 33.59 13.58 14.24
3. Human lives lost (No.) 70 2 29 57 22 16
4. Cattle lost (No.) 26,707 144 6,062 9,155 991 227
5. Value of crops demage d
(Rs.crores). 8.65 26.64 3.93 24.14 32.37 7.01 8.90
Total loss (Rs.crores) 11.98 31.08 4.27 28.16 39.80 7.40 21.89
Source :— Revenue Department, Government of Assam.

6.1.2. Erosion of soil, particularly by the river

Brahmaputra on both bank, is another menace which
follows soon after the reccssion of iloods waters.
During 1982 land erosion on the bank oi the Brahma-
putra occured at several places spreading over 12 Sub-

divisions of the valley. A total of 4978 hectires of

land area were eroded during the year which affected
a total of 3621 families. The affcct of erosion was
most severe in the Dhubri Sub-division (2175 hectares)
followed respectively by the Golaghat Svb-divi-

sion (696 hectares) and the Dibrugarh Sub-division
(433 hectares).

6.1.3. During 1982 the State was also badly hit
by storm/cyclone which occured several times between
the period February and August. As a result, nearly
7 thousand houses were completely damaged besides
causing loss of 22 human lives. Dhubri Sub-divin-
sion of Goalpara district and Silchar Sub-division of
Cachur district were the areas worst hit by this menace.



Flood control measures :—

6.2.0. The problem of flood in the State is very
big and complex in character,. Its complete control
is not an easy task. The State Government has given
due priority to the plans and programmes directed
towards countering this menace. To tackle this vital
problem the Brahmaputra Flood Control Commissi-
sion (B FCC) was created in the year 1970 at the
instance of the Central Government, and since then
the Commission has continued to undertake a large
number of flood control and anti-erosion schemes such
as construction of new embankments, strengthening
of existing embankments, channelisation of rivers,
bank protection works and the like.

6.2.1. During 1981-82 anticipated achievements
of various flood control and anti-erosion works under-
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taken in the Brahmaputra valley were as follows : cons-
truction of embankments—96 Kms, raising and streng-
thening of embankments—179 Kms, construction of
sluice—1, and town/village protection works—18 nos-
The achievements made in the Barak Valley during the
same year were: construction of embankments and
drainage channels—16 Kms each, raising and stren-
gthening of existing embankments—I16 Kms, const-
ruction of sluice 1 and town/village protection works
14 nos. As a result of these measures an area of about
55 thousand hectares in the Brahmaputra Valley and
about 6 thousand hectares in the Barak Valley are
reported to have been benifited during the year. The
total cumulative achievements made upto the year
1980-81 and 1981-82 in respect of various flood control
and anti-erosion works undertaken in the Brahmaputra
and Barak Valley are shown in the following table.

TABLE—6.2

Achievements of various flood control programmes in Assam (up to 1980-81 and 1981-82)

Item Unit Brahmaputra Vallety Barak Valley
) = - S o Up to Up to Up to Up to
1980-81 1981-82 1980-81 1981-82
1 2 3 4 5 G rs
l. Length of embankment. K.M 3266.11 3362.00 671.50 687.50
2. Raising & strengthening of dyke b 622.44 082.00 186.70 202.00
3. Drainage channels " 464.00 464.00 220.00 236.00
4, Sluice Number 369 370 13 14
5. Town Protection ]
S P 85 103 28 42
6. Anti-crosion |
7. Area Protected Lakh hectares 12.26 12.81 1.70 1.76

Source :—Flood Control Department,

6.2.3. During 1982-83 also various flood control
measures continued to be undertaken in the State.

Assam.

Table below shows the target proposed for the year
1982-83.

TABLE—6.3

Target proposed for various flood control programmes in Assam during 1982-83

Ttem Unit Target proposed for 1982-83
Brahmaputra Barkak Valley
Valley
B e _H_l 2 3 r%zﬁﬁl
1. Construction of embankments Km 7.44 18.00
2. Raising & strengthening of embankements 7 108.65 9.00
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1 2 3 4

3. Drainage channels ¥ 12.69 3.00

4, Construction of sluice No 8! 4

5. Town/Village protection p 22 12

6. Area benifited Hectare 46,000 4,000

Source :—Flood Control Department, Assam.

6.2.4. A big portion of the expenditure incurred 82 were of the order of Rs.16.67 crores under the Centra :
for various flood control measures in the State used Loan Assistance schemes and Rs.3.77 crores under the
to come in the from of central loan assistance. The State Plan Schemes as against Rs.12.75 crores and
t otal expenditure incurred by the BFCC during 1981- Rs.3.28 crores respectively during 1980-81.



19

CHAPTER—VII

FORESTRY

7.1.0. Assam is well known for her rich forzsi
resources. There are luxuriant evergreen and decid-
duous forests abounding in many valuable timber
species. Extensive bamboo forests also occur in diffe-
rent parts of the State. The State also occupies a
place of pride in the wildlife map of the country for
her rich, varied and rare wildlife species.

7.1.1. The bulk of the forest area in the State is
categorised as reserved forest. During 1981-82 the
State had 17,166 sq.km of area under reserved forest
which accounted for about 22 per cent of the total
geographical area of the State. With a proposal to
cover another 3467 sq.km. of forest area under the
category of reserved forests the total reserved forest
area in the State is likely to go up beyond 20 thousand

sq.km. In addition to the reserved forest areas, the
State also possesses o sizeable forest area categorised
as unclassed state torests. The area covered under
this category of forest is, however, not exactly known
due to absence of authentic daia. The table at
Appendix—XIII shows the division-wise area under
forest (excluding unclassed state forests) in Assam as
stood during the vear 1981-82.

7.1.2. Timber and fuel are the two major forest
prodace o! the State. Every year uuge quantity of
these products are extracted from the Siate’s forests
for catering various needs. The outturn of timber and
fuel from the Torests of the State, as available for the
years 1978-79, 1979-80 and 1980-81, are shown in the
table given below,

TABLE- 7.1

Qutturn of timber and fuel in Assam

Product Unit 1978-79 1979-50 1980-81

Product Unit 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81

- 1 7 2 3 4 g &

L. i"alber

(a) Timber in rough log. cu.m. 390566 349582 341841

(b) Timber in rough pole. R.m. 183107 257969 383259

(c) Sawn or square timber. cm.m. 456 147 2186

2, Fuel. B o St.cu.m. 344316 142144 212222
Source :—Chief Conservator of Forests, Assam.

7.1.3. A large proportion fof the forest produce tion works, also cater to the sleepers requirments of
of the State is processed by a number of forest-based railways. The plywood factories, on the other hand,
industries located in various parts ol the State. manufacture tea chests as well as commercial and
During 1982 Assam had 459 saw mills, 55 decorative plywood. The following table shows the
plywood factories, 4 match/match splint factorics number, production and employment of certain forest-
and 2 [ paper mills, The saw mills of the based factories in the State for:the year 198..

State, besides ,.meeting the { demand ¢ for construc-
TABLE—7.2

Number. production and employment in forest-baesed factories in Assam in 1982. (p)

Factory Number Employment (Average worker) Production
e = - e 7 e
L Saw mill 459 ot 3407 254 thousand cu. m.
2. Plywood factory 55 5658 313 lakh sq.m.
3. Match factory 4 1041 55 lakh gross boxes (a)
4, Paper mill z 1867 4821 tonnes (b)
(B)=Provisional (a0 Relate to production of only one factory viz the Wimeo Lid.. Dhubri

(b) Relate to production of only one factory viz the Ashok Paper Mills Ltd , Jogighopa.
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7.1.4. Although Assam offers enough scope for of wvarious forest development programmes. The
development of forest. the coverage of area under programme of forest development in the State includes
forest has not shown any appreciable growth during stepping up of afforestation and social forestry, forest
‘he past few years. There is rather apprehended that protection measures, improvement of infrastructural
the State’s forest area might decline considerably in facilities, wildlife management etc. Upto the end of
near future if adequate steps are not taken urgently 1982-83 a total of 1.25 lakh hectares of arca heve been
for preventing menaces like wanton felling ol trees, brought under the coverage of various plantation sche-
‘ncreasing incidence of illegal ocupation of forest land mes in the State. Achievements made under different
ctc. However forestry activity in the State have been step- plantation schemes in the State upto the year 1981-
ped up during the past few years through implementation 82 and 1982-83 are shown in the table given below.

TABLE—7.3

Area brought under different plantation schemes in Assam.

Plantation scheme Area (in hectares)
—,—————— e e — A . —_—
Up to 1981-82 Upto 1982-83
1 2 3

1. Fast growing species 20,641 22,741
2. Teakwood 16,494 17,628
3. Regeneration 28,262 30,297
4. Reforestation/Rehabilitation of degraded forests 11,842 12,356
5. Plywood 11,630 13,355
6. Matchwood 13,565 14,319
7. Social forestry 5,273 8,164
8. Fuelwood 1,148 3,272
9, Khoir 2,191 2,191
10, Minor forest products 223 223
TOTAL 1,11,269 1,24.556

Source :—Chief Conservator of Forests, Assam.

7.1.5. As far as development of infrastructural tiger from being extinct, has also been located at the
facilities are concerned the road length in the forest Manas wildlife sanctuary. Following the implement-
areas of the State rose from 4435 km. at the end of ation of this project, the tiger population in the
1979-80 to 4794 km. at the end of 1980-81. Outof sanctuary is reported to have increased considerably over
the total forest road length of 4794 km. in 1980- the past few years. The total arca covered hy the national
81, 502 km. were surfaced and the rest 4292 km park and wildlife sanctuaries is about 1200 sq. km.
were unsurfaced. and this account for about 7 percent of the total

reserved forest area of the State.
7.1.6. One of the most attractive features of the

State’s forestry sector is its colourful wildlife compris- 7.1.7. The State Government earns every year a
ing a variety of animals, reptiles, birds and fishes In considerable amount of revenue fromits vaiious forest
order to protect and preserve the rare w11q11fe species products such as timber, fuelwood, bamboo, stone,
one naional park (viz. the Kazironga National park) sand etc. The amount ol revenue earned from these
and seven waildlife sanctuaries (viz. Manas, Laokhowa, produ_c§s totalled about Rs.15.6 crores in 1981-82
Orang, sonai-Rupai, Garampani and Pavitara) have (Provisional) as agﬂjnst Rs.12.3 corores in 1980-81
been located in the State. The Kazironga national and Rs.11.4 crores in 1979-80. However, the share
park is the home ofthe great one-horned rhions which of the forestry sectorin the State’s net domestic pro-
alone shelters nearly 1000 rhinos. “Project tiger’, duct is not of much significance as it barely constit-te

a central sector scheme aimed at preservation of 2 per centof the total SDP.
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CHAPTER—VIII
PANCHAYATI RAJ INSTITUTION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

8.1.0. Under the Assam Panchayat Raj Act. 1972, 8.1.1. Community development programmes in
a two-tier system viz the Mahkuma Parishad at the Assam are being carried out through a net-work of
top and the Gaon Panchayats at the bottom, is now 135-121 in the plains districts and 14 (including five
functioning as local self Government bodies in the ITDPs)in the hills districts. Out of the State’s 135
rural areas of the plains districts of the State. The Blocks, 22 blocks, comprising all the 14 blocks of the
present set-up ofthe panchayali raj system in the plains hills districts and 8 blocks of the plains districts, are
districts of the State consist of 20 NMahkuma Parishads Tribal Development Blocks. In the hills districts.
and 714 Gaon Panchayats. The Panchayati Raj does in addition to the 9 main blicks there are also 5
not extened to the Hill areas of the State where there sub- blocks. Districtwise number of Mahkuma Parishads
is a District council in each of the two hills districts. Community Development Blocks and Gaon Panchayats
The District councils function as  autonomons are shown in the table given below.

local self Government bodies in their respective districts
as provided by the constitution of the country.

TABLE—38.1

Districtwise distribution of Mahkuma Parishads, C.D. Blocks and Gaon Panchayats in Assam, 1982-83.

District No. of Mahkuma No. of Blocks No. of Gaon
Parishads Panchayats
1 2 3 4

1. Goalpara 3 20 115
2. Kamrup 3 25 129
3. Darrang 2 13 84
4. Nowgaon 2 13 38
5. Dibrugarh 2 10 68
6. Sibsagar 3 1Y 100
7. Lakhimpur 2 8 42
10. Cachar 3 15 88
11. Karbi-Anglong — 10* =
12. N C. Hills == 4% —

TOTAL 20 135 714
*Including 3 ITDPs in Karbi-Anglong and 2 ITDPs in N.C. Hills.
Source :—Directorate of Panchayat & Community Development, Assam.
Developmental programmes achjevements : mmunity. The principal activities undertaken at the

block level are in the fields of agricultyre, animal hus-

50 ) bandry, health and rural sanitation, education and

-<-U The community development programme embraces provision of other basic amenities such as communi-
many important aspects of development in rural co- cation and rural water supply etc.




8.2.1. Under the community development progra-
mmes, physical achievements made in different fields
durine 1980-81 were as follows (i) a total of 52.6
thousand quintals of improved seeds, 4.5 thousand tons
of chemical fertitlisers and about 1.9__Iakh kilogram
of solid pesticides were distributed, (i) a little more
than I thousand improved animals and nearly 25
thousand improved birds were supplied through Blocks,
(iii) constructed 679 drinking water wells besides install-
ine 689 hand pumps. In the field of communication,
539 Kilometres of new katcha roads and 186 number of
culverts were also constructed during the year besides
improving 1891 Kilometres of existing katcha roads.
Under the programme of health and rural sanitation
a total of 543 rural latrines were constructed in addi-
tion to the installation of 275 smokeless chullas during
the year. Detailed particulars of achievements made
under Community Development programmes in the
sphere of different fields (plains and hills blocks seper-
ately) during 1980-81 may be seen at the table at
Appendix—XIV.

Mutrition Programme :—

2.3.0. Under the nutrition programme nutritive
foods are distributed amongst the under-nourished
children and pregnant and lactating mothers through
the numerous feeding centres. The Social Welfare
Department and the Panchayat _and Co_mmumty Dev-
elopment Department are associated with the imple-
mentation of this programme in the State. The spe
cial nutrition programme under the Socia_l Welfare
Department benifited nearly 46 thousand children and
19 thousand pregnant and lactating mothers, mostly
in L.C.D.S. project areas, during 1980-81. The pro-
egramme envisaged to feed more than 58 thousand
ghildren, pregnant and locatating mothers during 1981-
82. In respect of the programme under the Panchayat
and Community Development Department, the number
of benificiaries covered during 1980-81 was 14,700,
During 1981-82, the programme covered about 12
thousand benificiaries including about 4 thousand
benificiaries under Tribal Sub-Plans and 1.5 thousand
under Scheduled Caste Plan. In the hills area, the
programme was taken up both under the social welfare
and panchayat and Community Development to cover
5 thousand benificiaries during 1981-82 and an equal
aumber of benificiaries during 1982-83.
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Special programme for rural development:—

8.4.0. The Integrated Rural Development Pro-
gramme (IRDP) which aim at ensuring a threshold
income to the rural poor, made its beginning in Assam
during the later part of 1978-79 covering 54 sclected
blocks. The Programme now extends to all the 135
blocks of the state. During 1982-83, the  various
schems of IRDP benefited a total of 49,183 families
of the State compared with 22,171 families benifitted
during 1981-82 and 20,285 families benefited during
1980-81. Nevertheless, judging from the target to
be achieved (80,400 families per year) this achieve-
ment still fell short by about 50 per ceni.

8.4.1. The National Rural Employment Programme
(NREP) and National Scheme of Training of Rural
Youth for Self-employment (TRYSEM) are two other
rural development programmes being imnlemented in
the State alongwith the IRDP. While the NREP is
intended for providing employment aveaues to the
rural people by creating durable community aseets at
the same time, the TRYSEM aims at imparting train-
ing to rural youths in various trades and vaccations
as a step towards self-employment. During 1982-83
the schemes under NREP led to the gencration of 41
lakh mandays as against the target of generation of
80 lakh mandays. In the previous vear i.e.in 1981-82
a total of 53 lakh mandays were gencrated as against
the target of 63 lakhs mandays. The achicvement
under the programme of TRYSEM during 1982-83 was
comperatively better than the achieviment made during
the preceding year. A total of 1712 youths were self
employed through this scheme during 1982-83 (up to
December, 1982 ) in comparison to self employment of
1049 youths during 1981-82. However, compared with
the target to be achieved, the percentage of youths
self employed was not much encouraging as it was
found to be only 32 nercentduring 1982-83 (up to Dece=
mber, 1982) and 20 percent during 1981-82.

8.4.2. The amount of credit mobilised for impl-
ementation of the programme under IRDP, NREP
and TRYSEM totalled Rs. 819.9 lakhs during 1982-83
which was much higher than the amount of Rs.502.6
lakbs mobilised during 1981-82. The amount of cre-
it mobilised included both bank credit and subsidy
offered by the government.
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CHAPTER—IX

CC-OPERATION

9.1.0. Co-operative movement in Assam, which
made its begining nearly eight decades ago, hus yetto
make much headway in achicving its desired goal In
fact, the movement has been passing through many
stresses and strains ever since. The increasing inci-
dence ol uneconcmic and dormant co-operatives still
continued to be a disturbing feature in the way of its
progress in the State. The State Government, how-
ever, continued to give due emphasis to the plansand
programmes directed towgrds placing the co-operative
structure of the State on firm and sound footing, which
have, of late, been assigned with multifarious activi-
ties.

9.1.1. Data so far available for the co-operative
sector of the State reveal a none-too-encouraging trend
in the grwoth of number of societies and its member-

ship over the past few vears. During 1978-79 Assam
had a towa! of 7934 co-cperative sccicties of all types
(ie. both credit and non-ciredi?) which declined to 7520
in 1979-80 and then to 7356 in 1980-81. Likewise, its
membership also came down from 33.02 lakh in 1978-,
79 to 31.44 lakh in 1979-80 and further to 31.40lakh
in [980-81. MNotwithstanding the above backgr und
the volume of share capital and working capital of the
societies, however, showed substantial risc during 1980-
81, from KRs.16.7 crores and Rs.124.1 crores respec-
tively in  1979-80 to a much higaer level of Rs.28.3
crores and 2s.1063.6 cirores respeciively in  1980-81.
An idea about the growth of co operative societies

(credit and non-credit sccictics together) in Assam
since 1975-76 may be had from the tablz given below.

TABLE—9.1

Growth of Co-operative Socicties in Assam.

Year No. of Societies Membership Share capital Working capital
(in thousand) (Rs. lakhs) (Rs. lakh)

1 2 3 4 5
1975-76 7868 1907 945 8171
176-77 8181 2822 1205 12374
1977-78 8112 2972 1422 12961
1978-79 7954 3302 1531 11469
1979-80 7520 3144 1674 12610
1980-81 7356 3140 2832 16357

Source :—Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Assam.

. 9.1.2. Out of the total of 7356 cooperative socie-
ties of the State in 1980-81, 3136 were credit societies
and the rest 4220 were non-credit societies. Number
of credit and non-credit societies during the previous
year were of the order of 3148 and 4372 respectively.
The table at Appendix XV shows the organisational
set upand working of various types of cooperative credit
and non-credit societies in the State for the year 1980-
8l. A brief assessment of the working of different
types of cooperative societices in the State is presented
in the following paragraphs.

State Co-operative Apex Bank :

9.2.0. The Assam State Cooperative Apex Bank
Ltd. is a premier cooperative institution in the State
Founded in 1948 it has made significant contribution
towards cooperative movement in the State in the sub-
sequent years through its linking with various CO-oper-
ative ventures of the State. The Bank had 42 branch
offices during 1981-82 as against 41 in the previous
year. ‘The total membership of the Bank stood at 4718
in 1980-81 as against 3765 in 1979-80., The Rank’s




t otal paid-up share capital in 1980-81 was Rs.1.50 crores
which was however lower than the previous year’s total
of Rs.1.77 crores. Its working capital, on the other
hand, increased from Rs.33.67 crores in 1979-80 to
Rs.55.87 crores in 1980-81. The volume of deposits
with the Bank which was Rs.38.19 crores at the end
of 1979-80 rose to Rs.39.19 crores at the end of 1980-
81. During 1980-81 the Bank advanced loans to the
tune of Rs.35.76 crores as against Rs.29.81 croresin
1979-80. Loans outstanding at the end of 1980-81
amounted Rs.29.74 crores compared with Rs.25.12
crores at the end of the preceding year. One distur-
bing feature of the Bank was in respect of continuous
rise in loans overdue which grew from Rs.12.56 crores
in 1978-79 to Rs.13.51 crores in 1979-80 and then to
Rs.15.83 crores in 1980-81. Thus, the proportion
of loans overdue to loans outstanding during 1980-81
was found to be nearly 53 per cent.

Central Co-operative Bank :—

9.3.0. Prior to 1978-79 there were 7 Central Co-
operative Banks functioning in the State. But dueto
their poor functioning, six of them were merged with
the Assam State Co-operative Apex Bank Ltd. in1978-
79. Since then only one central Cooperative Bank
continued to operate in the State. In 1979-80 this
Bank had a total membership of 1134 which rose to
1351 in 1980-81. Its working capital also increased
from Rs.1.43 crores to Rs.1.85 crores over the same
period. The amount of loans advanced by the Bank
which showed decline in 1979-80 (from Rs.92.50 lakhs
in 1978-79 to Rs.75.89 lakhs in 1979-80) however, went
up to the level of Rs.1.14 crores in 1980-81. Loans
outstanding was of the order of Rs.1.26 crores in 1930-
81 as against Rs.96.15 lakhs in 1979-80. Huge accum-
ulation of loans overdue was one of the major prob-
lems of the Bank. In 1977-78 the proportion of loans
overdue to loans outstanding was as high as 63 per
cent. However in the subsequent years appreciable
reduction in this ratio could be noticed as it declined
to 55 per cent in 1978-79, to 45 per cent in 1979-80
and further to 34 per cent in 1980-81.
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Primary Agricultural Credit Socicties :

9.4.0. During 1980-81 Assam had a total of 2647
numbers of various types of Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies as against 2733 in 1979-80 and 3019
in 1978-79. The break-up of these societies during
1980-81 were as follows: ordinary type priiary
Agricultural Societies—1953 number, Gaon Panchayat
Level Cooperative Societies—671 number and Large
Sized Multipurpose Cooperative Societies (located in
hill areas) 23 number. Although the ordinary type
Primary Agricultural Socicties constituted the larges
group, an alarmingly high proportion of these socicties
remained dormant during the year. Out of 1953 such
societies in 1980-81, as many as 1929 or nearly 99 pgr
cent were reported to be dormant during the year.

9.4.1. With a total membership ol 2.49 lakh in
1980-81, the Primary Agricultural credit Societies
(ordinary type) had a paid up capital of Rs.78.8 lakhs
and a working capital of Rs.5.74 crores during the year.
But the amount of loans advanced during the year was
a paultry Rs.47 thousand only while the amount of
loans overdue was staggeringly high at Rs.3.72 crores.

9.4.2. The Gaon Panchayat Level Co-operative
Societies (GPSS) and Large Sized Multipurpose Co-
operative Societies (LAMPS) were organised in the
State in 1973-74 with multifarious objectives such as dis-
tribution of essential commeodities, catering of credit
requirement, rendering of help in procurement of
paddy etc. The area of operation of GPSS extends
to all the rural areas of the plains districts of the State
while in respect of LAMPS its area confined to hills
districts only. A total of 671 GPSS with 19.7 lakh
members and 23 LAMPS with 13 thousand members
were functioning in the State during 1980-81. The
total value of consumer goods sold by these socicties
during 1980-81 stood at Rs.27.8 crores and Rs.l1.5
crores by the GPSS and LAMPS respectively as against
Rs.21.3 crores and Rs.l.1 crores respectively during
1979-80. The working and financial position of these
societies during the years 1979-80 and 1980-81 are
furnished in the table given below.

TABLE—9.2

Position of Gaon Panchayat Level and Multipurpose Co-operative Societies in Assam.

e e e —

GPSS LAMPS__

Head Unit 1979-80  1980-81 1979-80 1980-81
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. No. of societies Number 665 671 23 23
2. Membership Thousand number 2094 1968 13 13
3. Paid-up capital Rs. lakh 376 390 51 66
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. Working capital
Loans advanced during the year

. Loans outstanding

I - N AR

Loans overdue

o

Value of consumer goods sold

3 4 B 6
1012 1292 155 183
120 137 6 D
323 364 2 8
192 238 0.8 o

2133 2781 106 148

Note :—GPSS—Gaon Panchayat Level Samabay Samittees.
LAMPS —Large Sized Multipurpose Co-operative Societies.

Source :—Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Assam,

Primary Non-agricultural Credit Societies :

. 9.5.0. During 1980-81 there were 463 number of
Primary Non-agricultural Credit Societies with 36
thousand membership in Assam as against 392 societies
with 32 thousand membership in the previous year.
But, out of 463 societies in 1980-81 as many as 135
societies (or 29 per cent) remained dormant. In the
previous year the number of dormant societies was still
higher at 144 (or 37 per cent). An amount
Rs.122.5 lakh was advanced as loans by the primary
Non-agricultural Credit Societies during 1980-81 com-
pared with Rs.95 lakhs advanced during 1979-80.
Loans overdue amounted to Rs.137 lakhs in 1980-81
as against Rs.133 lakhs in the preceding year. Thus,
in 1980-81 the proportion of loans overdue toloans
vatstanding was as high as 49 per cent. The total
value of consumer goods sold by thesc societies was
lower at Rs.81 lakhs in 1980-81 in comparision toO
Rs.89 lakhs in 1979-80.

Land Development Banks :

9.6.0. A Central Land Development Bank and-

21 Primary Land Development Banks with.a _me_mber
ship of 37and 18479 respectively were functioning in the
State during 1980-81. The working capital of the
former during the year was Rs.4.3 crores while for the
latter the same was of the order of Rs.3.5 crores.
Loans advanced by the central Land Development
Bank increased from Rs.19.9 lakh in 1979-80 to Rs.30.1
lakh in 1980-81 and that of Primary Land Develop-
ment Banks the increase was from Rs.25.7 lakhs to
Rs.30.3 lakhs over the same period. The amount of
loans outstanding against both the banks were, how-
ever, much higher being Rs.2.5 crores and Rs.2.4 crores
Tespectively at the end of 1980-81. So far as the
amount of loans overdue is concerned, the same decli-
lllgd fron’{ Rs.29.6 lakhs in 1979-80 to Rs.22.7 lakhs in
80-81 in respect of central Land Development Bank

and from Rs.42.2 lakhs to Rs.28.2 lakhs in respect of
Primary Land Development Banks.

Non-credit Societies :

9.7.0. Non-credit societies constituted nearly 57
per cent of State’s total cooperative societies in 1980-
81. A total of 4220 such societies were there in the
State in 1980-81 as against 4372 in 1979-80 and 4512
in 1978-79. They include varions categories of Socie-
ties with activities in many diverse fields—such as mar-
keting, processing, farming, weaving, housing, fishery,
milk supply, transport etc. In order to make the
cooperative movement more effective in diverse fields
a number of State level cooperative federations viz,
STATFED, HOUSEFED, FISHFED, ARTFED ectc.
have lately emerged in the cooperative sector of thz
State mainly as promotional, technical and guida co
agencies for organising, nursing, and developing grass
root level organisations.

9.7.1. Amongst the non-credit societies, primary
weavers societies, numbering 1203, topped the liist
in 1980-81. The number of some other non-credijt
socicties duringthe year were as follows(number putwithin
in bracket) primary fishery societies (449), farming societies
(390), primary consumers cooperatives (382), industrial
societies (391), primary milk societies (123), primary
marketing societies (59), primary housing societies
(24), wholesale consumers cooperatives (23), transport
societies (16). In addition to the above, there were
also a few pouliry and livestock societies, labou r
contract and construction societies, sugar and jute
processing societies etc. in the State. The cooperative
movement in Assam is expected to get further fillip in
near future with the coming up of a few more large-
sized processing units in the cooperative sector viz,
Sugar mills, Spinning mills, Vanaspati plant etc. which
will not only provide gainful employment opportunities
but will also help in industrialisation of the State.
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9.7.2. The working and financial position in brief tive sugar processing societies, Farming Societies and
of a few non-credit societies viz., the Assam State the Assam Cooperative Jute Mill, as available for the
Co-operative Marketing and consumers’ Federation year 1980-81, are shown in the table given below.
(STATFED), Primary Marketing Societies, Co-opera-

TABLE—9.3

Statistics relating to a few non-credit co-operative societies in Assam, 1980-81.

Name of Societies No. of  Member- Working Value of Sales (Rs. lakh)
Societies ship (in Capital
thousand) (Rs. lakh)

1. STATFED 1 0.6 3138 (i) Agril. produce : 436
(i) Agril. requisites : 445
(iii) Consumer goods : 1337

2. Primary Marketing Societies 59(24) 20.5 236 (i) Agril. produce : 87
(i) Agril. requisites : 3
(iii) Consumer goods : 101
3. Sugar processing Societies 3 19.9 422 (i) Sugar : 198
(ii) By-products : 0.2

(iii) Product of
ancillary units : 28

4. Farming Societies :

(a) Joint 120(80) 4.0 13 10
(b) Collective 270(127) 11.0 22 19
5. Co-operative Jute Mill 1 8.3 160 160

Note : Figure within bracket indicate the number of dormant societies.

Source : Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Assam.
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CHAPTER—X

TRANSPORT, COMMUNICATION AND TOURISM

10.1.0. A well developed system of transport and
communication not only subserve the social needs but
also provide necessary infrastructure for rapid economic
growth. Unfortunately Assam, the core state of the
North Eastern Region hardly enjoy a creditable
position in this respect. The State still continues to
suffer from inadequate transport and communication
facilities which also explains the economic backward-
ness of the State. Keeping in view the vital importance
of this sector, the State Government so far made con-
siderable efforts through successive five year plans to
make up the leeway but much more still remains to
be done. WNevertheless, the position is likely to record
some improvement in near future since in addition to
the effort of the State Government, lately the North
Eastern Council has also come forward to lend support
to this cause through its own projects.

Railways :

~10.2.0. Railways serve as the main communica-
tion link between Assam and the rest of India. During
1982 the State had a total railway route length of
2178.55 Kilometres (105.22 Kilometres under broad-
gauge and 2073.33 Kilometres under metregauge)
which constituted nearly 4 percent of the total railway
route length of the country (61230 kilometres). How-
ever, the position of the State in respect of broad-
gauge route length was very much disappointing since
it accounted for even lessthan 1 per cent (0.3) of the
country’s total (32289.8 kms). So far as electrified route
is concerned, there is none in Assam as well as in the
entire N.F. Railway section. Among the important
steps under implementation for improvement of rai-
Iway facilities in the State, the most notable one is
the work on conversion of existing metregauge line
into broadgauge line of the New Bongaigaon Guwa-
hati section which is likely to be completed by the end
of the next financial year. There is also a proposal
for conversion of Guwahati Dibrugarh (via Tinsukia)
metregauge line into broadgauge line and the final

location survey in this respect is reported to be in pro-
gress. Further, the Railway Ministry has a roved
the proposal for construction of a rail-cum-road bridge
across the river Brahmaputra connecting Jogighopa
and Pancharatna in the Goalpara district along with
connecting rail link on the south bank from Jogi-
ghopa to Guwahati (136 kms.). Ii these proposals get
materialised, substantial improvement is likely to take
place in the railway facilities in the State in the coming
years.

_10.2.1. An idea about the performance of N.F.
Railway in various spheres such as gross/net earnings,
passengers carried, freight carried, train kilometre etc.
for the year 1981-82 may be had from the table at
Appendix XV1.The movement of principal comm odities
by Railways as booked from different stations of N.F.
Railway during the yearsfrom 1980-81 to 1982-83 may
also be seen at the table at Appendix XVII.

Roads :(—

10.3.0. Assam is provided with a fairly
extensive road net-work. During 1979-80, the State
had a total of 20693 kilometres of P.W.D. road length
(including 1339 kilometres of National Highways) as
against 20225 kilometres in 1978-79 and 17030 kilo-3
metres in 1970-71. Of the 20693 kilometres of P.W.D.
road length in 1979-80, 4777 kilomtres (or nearly 23
percent) were surfaced roads and the rest 15916 kms
were unsurfaced roads. However, the condition of
most of the roads in Assam is not satisfactory and
requires frequent repair due to ravages caused by
nature’s wrath, particularly during the_ramy season.
Moreover, many of the roads being small in width with
narrow and weak bridges/culverts, needs widening and
upgradation.

10.3.1. The trend in the growth of PWD road
lengths in Assam over the past few years may be obse-
rved from the table given below.

TABLE—I10.

Length of roads under PWD (including National Highwats) in Assam.

(In kilometre)

Year Surfaced Unsurfaced Total
N 1 o ' 2 3 4
1970-71 T N T 7 17,030
1975-76 4,212 15,937 20,149
1976-77 4,276 16,045 20.321
1977-78 4,497 15,728 20.225
1979-80 4,777 15,916 20,693
(i). PE Source :—Chief Engineer (Road), PWD, Assam.



10.3.2. An idea about the availability of road faci-
lities in the rural areas of Assam may be had from
the data thrown up by Economic Census 1977. Accor-
ding to it, the number of villages connected by meta-
lled road constituted 14.1 per cent of the State‘s total
villages in 1977. In this regards, the most favourably
placed district was Dibrugarh with 20.3 percent of
villages connected by metalled road followed by
Darrang and Sibsagar district (17.7 percent in each).
The census also revealed that during the year nearly
54.4 percent of the total villages of the State were
situated within a distance of 0-5 kilometres from meta-
lled road. The percentagre of villages situatad beyond
15 kilometres from the metalled road was 15.3 for the
State. The proporation was highest in N.C. Hills district
(65.6 percent) and lowest in Darrang district (6.7).

10.3.3. Since road net-work of Assam plays a
pivotal role in the field of intra-state and inter-state
traffic, high priority has been accorded for its develop-
ment in the Five year plans of the State. In addition
to the general road development programmes, there
are special programmes under MNP, Tribal sub-plan
and Scheduled Caste Areas Plan which are under im-
plementation in the State. The target proposed for
the year 1982-83 include surfacing of 100 kms. of roads
under RMNP and construction of 939 kms. of roads
under RMNP (including construction of 42 kms. of
surfaced road and 50 kms of unsurfaced roads under
other than RMNP and 153 kms of RMNP road under
Tribal sub-plan) in the general areas of the State. In
addition to the above, 4 kms each of surfaced and
unsurfaced roads and 23 kms of RMNP roads were
also proposed to be taken up under Scheduled Caste
Areas Plan during the year. In the hill areas, the
works proposed to be taken up during the year in-
cluded construction of 36 kms of surfaced roads, 159
kms of unsurfaced roads and 4/5 nos. of RCC bridges.
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Road Transport :

10.4.0 Both the public and private sectors are pro-
viding road transport services in Assam. In the public
sector there is only one organisation viz. the Assam
State Road Transport Corporation (ASRTC) which
provide both goods and passenger traffic in selected
routes. Till the end of 1981-82 the corporation cover-
ed a total route length of 5889 kilometres as against
5586 kilometres at the end of the previous year.The
total fleet strength of the corporation stood at 776 in
1981-82 which included 712 buses, 27 trucks and 24
cars as against the total of 749 (including 686 buses,
26 trucks and 24 cars) in 1980-81. On an average
nearly 82 thousand passengers trevelled daily throu h
the fleet of ASTC in 1981-82 compared with 72 thou-
sand passengers travelled daily in the preceding year.
Moreover, the average quantum of goods carried daily
by the corporation fleet in 1981-82 was about 21 tonnes
which was however, lower than the previous years
daily average of 34 tonnes. The road transport services
under private sector is also playing a crucial role in
the movement of passengersand goods trafficin the State.
The services rendered by this sector extends to almost
every nook and corner of the State. In addition to
the above, under the National Permit System a large
number of private sector carriage agencies also dcals
with considerable volume of inter-state goods traffic
to and from Assam.

10.4.1 The total number of motor vehicles on road
in the State was 87,644 in 1981 which was ncarly 6 per
cent higher than that of the previous year. During
1981 a total of 8062 motor vehicles were registrered
in the State as against 4752 vehicles registered during
1980. The fast expansion in the number of motor
vehicles on road overthe past few years may be obser»
ved from the table given below.

TABLE—10.2

Number of Motor Vehicles on Road in Assam.

Year

Number of vehicles on roac

1970
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

41,303
53,921
59,549
64,707
64,680
68,274



1 2
1980 82,370
1981 87,644 -

Source :—Commissioner of Transport, Assam.

10.4.2. The number of different types of motor
vehicles on road in the State for each of the years
from 1979 to 1981 arc furnished in the table at
Appendix XVIII

Inland Water Transport :

10.5.0. Assam possesses an extensive navigable
waterways. During 1981-82 vassels of different types
were in operation in about 5200 kilometres of water-
ways of the State. Two public sector organisations
viz. the State Directorate of Inland Water Transport
and the Central Inland Water Transport Corporation
are presently providing navigational facilities in the
Statc on commercial basis. The State Directorate of
Inland Water Transport operated its ferry services in
17 different routes across the river Brahmaputra during
1981-82. The number of passengers and volume of
goods carried by these services during the year were of
the order of 22.4 lakh number and 8.5 lakh tonnes res-
pectively as against 19.9 lakh passengers and 1.6 lakh
quintals of goods carried during the previous year. In
addition to the above, these services also carried 33.9
thousand vehicles, 96.6 thousand motor cycle/bycycles
and 25.5 thousand animals during 1981-82. The
Directorate had a fleet of 108 different crafts in 1981-82,
of which 45 were modern steel vessels, 4 ramp powered
léghtef vassels, 12 bantoon, 11 marboatsand 12 relief

oats.

Air Transport :

10.6.0. Assam is regularly served by air transport
scrvices of the Inland Airlines (IA.). These services

are operated through six civil airports of the State
viz.(i) Guwahati (Borjhar).  (ii) Tezpur (Salonibari)
(iii) Jorhat (Rowriah), (iv) Dibrugarh (Mohanbari),
(v) Lakhimpur (Lilabari) and(vi) Silchar (Kumbhir-
gram). The TA operates regular air services between
Assam and Calcutta. With the introduction of a
direct air service between Guwahati and Delhi with
effect from January, 1981 a long-felt demand of the
people of the State has been met. Moreover, Guwa-
hati has also been brought under air-bus schedule of
the IA with effect from Ist June, 1982 and thus became
the eleventh city in the country to be served by Airbus.
In addition to the above, a third level air transport
serveice, christened as “Vayudoot™ also continued to
operate connecting serveral places of the N.E. Region
(including Assam) with effect from 26th January, 1981.

Postal and Telecommunication Services :

10.7.0. Assam has been recording a steady growth
in the sphere of postal and telecommunication faci-
lities, During 1975-76 the State had a total of 2461
post Offices which increased to 3115 in 1980-81 and
then to 3178 in 1981-82. It is pertinent to note that
Assam alone account for nearly 59 per cent ofthe total
post offices of the entire north eastern region. More
over, out of the region’s'21 head post Offices, 14 are
located in Assam. The total number of letter boxes
and post boxes in the State stood at 13,527 and 507
respectively at the end [of 1981-82. The table below
shows the growth of postal facilities in the State over
the last few years.

TABLE—10.3

Postal facilities in Assam

Year No. of Post No. ofletter No. of post
Offices boxes boxes
- W e - 3 i

1975-76 2461 N.A. _ N.A.
1978-79 2904 9687 481
1979-80 3056 11607 507
1980-81 3115 13442 507
1981-82 3178 13527 507

A.N.:—Not avaialble.

Source : —Post Master General, N.E. Circle, Shillong-




10.7.1. Although Postal facilitics in the State
reoistered some improvement as a result of its
expansion during the past few years, the position of the
State however, appeared to be not much satisfactory
when compared with the position of the country as a
whole. For instance, in 1981-82 a post Office on an
average had to serve about 6.4 thousand persons in
Assam compared with 4.2 thousand persons at all-India
level in 1978-79.

B——
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10.7.2. So far as the availability of telecommuni- -
cation facilities in the State is concerned, a slow but -
gradual up-trend has been noticed during the past few
years. The total number of telephone exchanges in
the State rose from 156 in 1981-82 to 159 in 1982-83.
There was, however, no addition to the number of
telex exchanges in 1982-83 and remained at 4 as inthe
previous year. The trend in the growth of telephone
and telex exchanges in the State over the recent few
years may be observed from the table given below :—

TABLE—10.4

Telecommunication facilities in Assam.

Year No. of telephone exchanges No. of telex exchanges
1 2 3 e
1576 132 1
1979-80 147 3
1980-81 148 3
1981-82 156 4
1982-83 159 4

Source :(—General Mangager, N.E, Telecom Circle, Shillong.

Tourism :

10.8.0. With numerous historical monuments, pilgrim
centres and wild life sanctuaries, Assam can rightly
claim a place of pride in the tourist map of the country.
Unfortunately however tourism facilities in the State have
not yet been developed to the desired extent. Thisis
due to the fact that in the past very little was done
for the development of this sector, However, since the
past few years concerted efforts continued to be under-
taken for building up basic infrastructures for develop-

ment of tourism in the State. If this sector is develop--
ed properly Assam can be really turn into a tourist
paradise. At present the promotional and develop-
mental activities of tourism and tourist traffic in the:
State is being looked after by the Department of’
Tourism of the State Government. The table below
provide an idea about the volume of tourist traffic and.
magnitude of revenue earnings there from in the State:
for the past few years.

TABLE—10.5

Tourist Traffc and Earnings in Assam.

Year Number of tourists Earnings
(in Rs. lakhs)
Foreign Indian
1 2 3 4
1971-72 929 8668 1.28
1975-76 4,500 14,000 3.04
F 1976-77 2,880 10,794 3.55



ol

1 2 3 4
1977-78 2,717 13,012 3.26
1978-7S 1,202 13.534 3.92
1979 2.320 9,782 3.11
1930 1,689 5,379 2.46
1981 250 9,108 481
1982 132 10,177 5.74

—_—

Note :—(i) The figure on earnings for the year 1979, 1980 and 1981 relate to the financial year 1979-80,

1980-81 and 1981-82 respectively.

(ii) The data given in the above table pertain to the Department of Tourism, Assam only. There
may be other tourists coming to the State without contacting the State Tourism Department.

Source :— Directorate of Tourism, Assam.

of Ihlp'sgt'l' In order to exploit _the tourism .potemial
; ¢ State various steps are being taken which basic-
ally aim at providing necessary tourism facilities in
the form of accomodation, transportation, informa-
i As a step towards this, a few more tourist
lodges, rest houses and picnic cottages are being cons-

tructed at various places of tourist interest of the State.
Moreover, the Indian Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (ITDC) has also taken up construction of a 3
star hotel at Guwahati in collaboration of with the
Government of Assam which is expected to help in
attracting more tourists to the State.
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CHAPTER—XI

POWER

1i.1.0. Over the past few years Assam is ma-
king 2 slow but steady progress in respect of power
development. Between 1973-76 and 1982-83, the
installed capacity of power in the State has recor-
ded a nearly three-fold increase. But considering
her immense power potental (based on hydel, na-
tural gas, oil and coal resources), the present rate
of exploitation is found to be very discouraging.
In fact, power, which is considered as one of the
most vital infrastructures for industrial devclopment,
is yet to make its desired impact in Assam. As
a result, the State is lagging much behind the rest
of the country so far as generation and consump-
tion of power is concerned. At present, Assam
accounts for a meagre 1 per cent of the country’s
total installed power capacity. Morcover, the average
per capita coasumption of power works out to be
only 40 units in Assam as compared with 141 units
for the country as a whole in 1981-82. In respect
of rural electrification too the position of the State
is very poor as only 34 per cent villages could be
electrified by the end of 1982-83 as against the all
India coverage of 53 per cent villeges upto December,
1982,

Installed cepacity and generation of power :

11.2.0. Following the bifurcation of the Assam
State Electricity Board (A.S.E.B.) in January, 1975,
the installed capacity as well as the generation of
power in the re-organised Assam got reduced consi-
derably as the two hydro-electric projects under
ASEB went over to Meghalaya. Thus, at the end
of 1975-76 the installed capacity of power in the
State stcod at 121.5 M.W. only (including the 10
M.W. capacity of isolated diseal generating sets).
However due to persistent efforts in the past few
wvears, the installed capacity went up to 201.5 m.w.
at the end of 1980-81, 240.0 M.W. at the end of
1981-82 and further to 311.4 M,W. at the end of
1982-83. The project-wise break-up of installed
capacity, as stood at the end of 1982-83, were as
follows : (i) Namrup Thermal Power Project (111.5
mw.), (ii) Chandrapur Thermal Power Project (30
M.W.), (iii) Bongaigaon Thermal Power Station

(120 M.W.), (iv) Lakwa Thermal Power Station
(215 m.w.), (v) Mobile gas Turpine sets at Geleky
(3%x27 MW.), (vi) Mobhile Gas Turbine sets at
Kathalguri (4x27 M.W.), (vii) Bordikharu Micro
Hydel Project (2x0'5 M.W.) and stand by dles:l
sets (163 M.W.).

12.2.1. The Sixth five Year Plan of the State
has accorded high priority for accelerated develop-
ment of power in the State. If the target of raising
the installed capacity to around 500 M. W. by
the end cf the sixth plan is achicved, then thz
existing wide gap between availability and demand
for power in the State would be reduced consi-
derably by that time. Some of the on-going power
projeects in the State are : extension of Bongaigaon
Thermal power Station (2x60 M. W.), Namrup
‘Waste Hcat power Project (22 M. W.), cxtension of
Chandrapur Thermal Power Station (30 M., W,).
Karbi-Longpi Hydro-electric Project (2 x 50 M. W.}
etc. In addition to the above, the ASEB has al-
ready undertaken a number of survey and invest-
igations for future exploitation of massive hydro-
power potential of the State. The power supply
position in the State is likely to improve further
in the near future as the Kopili Hydro-Blectric Pro-
ject, a venture of NEEPCO (North Estern Electric
Power Corporation), is almost ncaring its comple-
tion.

11.2,2. Except for the years 1979-80 and 1980-
8!, the generation of electricity in the State has

shown a steady up-ward trend since 1975-76
The total units generated during 1975-76 was
449 million kwh which increased to 658 million

kwh in 1978-79. Butin the successive two years i.e.
in 1979-80 and 1980-81 the unit generated dwindled
to 513 and 465 million kwh respectively. During
1981-82 power generation in the State reached
the level of 728 million kwh and further to a
new pack level of 896 million kwh in 1982-83

The table below shows the installed capacity
as well as the generation of electricity in the State
during the years 1975-76 to 1982-83.

TABLE—11.1

Installed capacity and generation of electricity in Assam (1975-76 to 1982-83)

Year Installed epaacity (*)
(in M. W.)

Total units generated
(in million kwh)

—

1 3
1975-76 1415 449.5
1976-77 141.5 586.0



1 2 3
1977-78 141.5 588.7
1978-79 141.5 658.5
1379-80 141.5 513.0
1980-81 201.5 464.7
1981-82 240.0 728.1
1952-83 311.4 896.0

(*) Excluding the installed capacity of isolated diesel gemerating seis,

Source—Assam State Electricity Board.

11.2.3, As the power generated within Assam
cannot meet the entire home demand. the State
continued to receive power supply from outside
sources (Meghalaya). During 1982-83, Assam pur-
chased about 304 million units of power as against
350 million wuaits in 1981-82 and 347 million units in
198(-81, It may be noted that although the State
continued to receive power from outside source, the
Assam State Electricity Board algo supplies power

few neighbouring states and Unjon Territories

a1
viz. Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Bhutan

and North Bengal.
Power supply pesition in 1982-83-

11.3,0, As against the none-too-happy power
supnly position in 1981-82, when the AS=B had to
resoct to severe load sheding in the lower Assam
area in the latter part of the vear, the genera]_ power

supply position in the State during 1982-83 was by
and large comfortable. However, peak period
restrictions continued to remain in force during the
year,

Pattern of power consumption:

11.4.0. It has been observed from the trend of
consumption pattern of power in the State that the
industrial sector (including tea gardens) continued
to be the bigzest consumer of power in the State which
alone consumes about 2/3rd of the State’s total powes
consumption, However, besides the industrial sectos
other types of consumption are also recording con-
siderable increase. This is evident from the table
given below which shows the data on power consump-
tion in Assam by type during the ycar 1980-81,
1981-82 and 1982-83.

TABLE—11.2

Consumption pattern of electricity in Assam

(In_million kwh}

Type of consumption 1980-81 1981-82 1962-83
1 2 3 B
I. Domestic (i) Light and fan o i
j- 65.00 69.00 75.00
(ii) Heat and small power 53
2. Commereial (i) Light and fan .. .. .. [
(i) Lig ‘ > 30.00 36.00 55.00

(ii) Heat and smal] power
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1 2 3 4

3. Industrial pewer at low and medium voltage 61,00 67.00 717.00
4. Industria] power at high voltage 245.00 322.28 326.00
5. Public lighting 8.00 12,00 16.00
6. Irrigation and agricultural watering 4.00 8.00 12.00
7. Public water works and sewage pumping 15.00 20.00 |
8. Tea garden etc, 99.71 120.00 L 366.00
9. Bulk supply including defence licencess and free supply 110.29 8.0u 3

to Board® employees J

Source—Assam State Electricity Board.
Rural electrification programme:

11.5.0. Since the past few years the pace of rural
electrification programme in  Assam is gaining
momentum. At the end of 1977-78, the number of
villages electrified in the State was only 2,176 which
accounted for a meagre 10 per cent of the State’s
total inhabited villages. This went up to 6673 at
the end of 1981-82 and then to 7541 at the end of
1982-83. Thus, nearly 34 per cent of the State’s
inhabited villages have been brought under the
coverage of rural electrification wupto the end of

had the largest number of clectrified viilages (1186}
upto that date while it was the lowest in the disirict
of N. C. Hills, being only 86. However, the propor-
tion of villages electrified to total inhabited villages
had been found to be highest in the district of
Nowgong (58.8 per cent) and lowest in the district
of North-Lakhimpur (9.4 per cent). During 1982-83
altogether 868 villages were electrified in the State
as against the electrification of 1046 villages in 1981282
and 1401 villages in 1980-81. The following table
shows the pace of rural electrification in Assam Over
the past few years,

March, 1983. Among the district, Kamrup district
TABLE—I11.3
The Progress of Rural Electrification in Assam
Year No, of villages Precentage of electrified
clectrified villages to tota) inha-
bit.d villagee
1 2 4
Up to 1977-78 2176 9.9
» 1978-79 3001 13.6
.  1979-80 4226 19.2-
s 1980-81 5627 25.6
» 1981-82 6673 30.3
,, 1982-83 7541 34.3

——— —

Sgurec Assam State Electricity Board.
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CHAPTER —XII

INDUSTRY AND MINING

12.1.0. In the sphere of industrial development
Assam is yet to make much headway. The pace of
industrialistation of the State is rather slow and
lopsided. Although the State possesses vast poten-
tial for developing various resource- based and
demand-based industries, excect in certain sectors
like petroleum, coal, tea and forest, other poten-
tials have by large remained untapped. Asa result
Assam has continued to remain one of the most
industrially backward States of the country. This is
believed to have been caused by a variety of in-
hibitory factors such as inadequate economic and
basic  infrastructural facilities, dearth of entre-
prenurial metivation on the part of local people,
shyness in the flow of outside private investment,

low level of central sector Investment etc., to
mention a few.
12.1.1, The State Government, however, has

been continuing to make persisient efforts for over-
coming these bottienecks. The strive aims at provid-
ing the much nreded boost to growth inducing
factors, particularly in respect of expansion and
improvement of various infrastrcturual facilities in the
State. Besides, in addition to cncuraging investment
in the private and co-operative sectors the State
Government is also being increasinly involved
in undertaking various industrial ventures of its
own. As a result a few State-sector industries have
come up in the State during the past few years.
The process of industrial development in the State
Is expected to get further fillip in  near future

with the completion of a few diversified range of
industries being set up under public and co-opera-
tive sectors. A brief amalysis of development efforts
in the industrial and mineral sectors of the State
during 1982 as well as during the few carlier years
is presented in the following paragraphs.

Registered Factories :

12.2.0. Since the past few years a steady grewﬁh
is observed in the number of registered f_‘actor:es
(i. e. factories registered under the Factories Act,
1948) in the State. Total number of such factories
in the State which was 1604 in 1971 increased te
1897 in 1980 and then to 2090 in 198!. Durng
the vear 1982 a total 171 new factories were regis-
tered in the State bringing the total number ol
registered factories in the State to 2261 at the end of
1982. The employment of workers in these iac:tor;cs
tctalled about 91.3 thousand in 1582 compared with
about 90.7 thousand in 1981 and about 87.7 thovs-
and in 1980. Tea factor es accoun: for ubout one-
fourth of the total registered factories in the State.
There are however only a few large scale emP]oy-
ment-oriented industries (four only) in the State,
with an employment of 1000 or more workers. The
growth of registered factories in Assam over the
past few years alongwith their employment are
shown in the following table.

TABLE—I12.1

Number of registered factories and

their cmployment in Assam

—_——

e 2

Average number of

Year Number of factories R A lved daily
1 2 3
197 1604 75,462
197:15 ' 1715 79,780
1976 1742 80,646
1977 1783 82,996
1978 1823 84,566
1979 1864 85,455
1980 1897 87,695
1981 2090 90,713
1982 2261 91,337

Source—Ciief Inspecter of Factories, Assam.
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bndustrinl Production :

5

2.3.0. Manufactuing sector, which recovered
substantially during 198! f[rom the set-back of the
previous two years, maintained more or less similar
tempo during 1982 also. The index of industrial produs=
c tion (kase 1970=1C0) as obtained for the year 1982
displayed a rise of 3.5 percent over 1981 and 21.1
percent over 1980, The rate of rise in the index
in 1931 was 17.1 percent over 1980 as against a
fall of 7.3 percent in 1980 over the previous year.

The trend in the index for different industry group
for the period from 1971 to 1982 may be observed
at the table at Appendix XIX.

12.3.1. During 1982 notable improvement was
noticed in respect of production of a number of
industrial 1tems such as fertilizer, refinery proc_lut:ls,
sugar, match etc. However, production of items
like cement, paper, tea and jute textiles was con-
siderably lower than in the previous year- In the
table below production of some improtant industries
of the State are furnished for the past few years.

TABLE—12.2.

Production of some imporiant industries in Assam.

Unit 1975

Ttem 1979 1980 1981 1982 (P

i 2 % 3 E - 577 B e 6 - o ?ﬁ"

1. Tea Miliion Kg. 263 278 301 305 303
2. Sugar 000" M. T. 7 8 7 6 12
3. Jute textile & 4 4 4 5 6 3
4, Fertilizer £ b 141 274 55 208 284
5. Refinery Produets £ 5 1295 1390 945 1566 1764
6. Plywocod * Miljion sq.m. 23 25 16 31 31
7. Match Millien gross boxes 4 0 5 5 6
2. Cement ‘D00’ M. T. —— 152 129 197 175
9. Paper & & — 12 11 14 5

(P}—Provisional #* Includes Commercial, decorative and tea chest plywood, flush door, black

boards.
Amnmal Sarvey of Industries
12.4.0. An idea about the industrial position

of the Statc can be had from data provided by
the Annual Survey of ndustries (ASI) which 1is

of the State when compared with the position of

the country as a waole. This is discernible from
table 12.3 which shows :ome important indicators
for Assam and India as available from summery
results of AS! for the years from 1976 77 to 19-

presently available upto the year 1978-79. The data, 78-79.
hewever does not indicate a satisfactory position
TABLE—12.3.

SOME INDICATORS CF FACTORIES IN ASSAM AND INDIA (1976-77 TO 1978-79)

{(Amount in Rs, thousandy

Indic..tors Assam India
1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79
(1) ; i2) 3 0] (5) (6) @]
1. Average wage 2 2 3 4 5 5

worker

pet
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2. Total input per 38 42 44 49 54 59
worker
3. Total output 55 63 63 65 70 78
per worker
4. Value added 15 18

per worker

16 14 15 17

Source :—(1) ASI Summery Results for Factory Sector (CSO),

(I1) Dircctorate of Economics & Statistics, Assam,

Directory Manufacturing Establishments survey,
1978-79—

12.5.0 At theinstance ofthe Central Statistical
Organisation, Government of India a survey kmown
as the Directory Manufacturing Establishment survey
(DME survey) was conducied during October, 1978
/September 1979 to fill the gaps in the availability of
statistics in the unorganised segments of non-agricultural
sectors of the economy. The DME Survey covered esta-
blishments having a total employment of six or more
workersfand or annual output/turnover/receipts of

a
Rs. one lakh or more. The provisi T
collected under the cent provisiona] survey dat;,

ral sample reveal thatdur
ng 1978-79 Assam's share in fhe. torr mte of
directory manufacturing establishments of the coun-
try was only 0'65 per cent i. e, less than one per
cent of the total._ _In respect of other characteri=
stics also the position of Assam in the country was
found to be very insignificant. This is evident
from the table given below which shows Assam‘s
share in certain important characteristics of direc-
tory manufacturing establishments of the couniry
in 1978-79.

TABLE—12.4

Assam‘s share in the directory manufacturing establishments of the Country during October
1978 —September, 1979. >

Item

Assam®s share in all India total (percentages)

3. Fixed assets
4s Emoluments

5. Out puc

1 2

I. No. of establishments 065
2. Persons Employed 0-87
| 088
070
037

6. Gross value added 0:71 )
7. Net value added 069

Source :—Central Statistical Organisation, Govt. of India.
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12.5.1. The structural ratios of establisments ting facts for the State. This may be observed
covered by the DME Survey also provide interes- from the table furnished below.—
TABLE—12.5

8tructural ratios of Directory Manufacturing Establishments, Assam and India (1978-79)

Ttem Structural ratio:
e AL S Ll == e ey
A<sam India
1 2 3

1. Output/establishments (000°Ks.) _ 90-1 156-1

2 Employcc;/cétab]ishmcms (Number} 15 11

3. Gross value added/employee (000°Rs.) 26 ' ey

4. Output/employee (‘000°Rs.) 59 137,

5. Fixed assets/gross vallue added 0-84 0°68

6. Gross value added/output 0-44 0-23

Source—Central Statisticdl Organisatlon, Govt. of India
12.5.2. The States and Union Territories cov- can be gauged from the fact that Assam alone
ered by the DME Survey have also been ranked produces more than 50 per cent of the country’s
accordiag to principal characteristics of the estab- total tea production. Moreover, Assam tea also
lishments. It has been found that Maharashira contribute substantially (o the national exchequer
occupied the first position followed by Tamil Nadu every year in the shape of foreign exchange ear-
and Uttar pradesh while Assam ranked lowest in nings. [he total number of tea gardens in the
all the primcipal characteristics of directory manu- State was 777 during 1981 which covered an area
facturing establishments. The rank of different States ot about 2 lakh hectares. The averege daily number
of the country according to principal characteristies of labour employed in these gardens was as high
as available from the DME Survay may be seen as 4.49 lakhs 1in 1980. Tea crop cstimates as
at the table at Appendix XX available for the year 1982 reveal that during the
_ year Assam produced 303 miilion kilogram of tea
Tea Industry : as against 305 million kilogram produced during
g 3 : 1981, Some important statistics pertaining t> the
12.6.0. Tea industry, being the largest single tea industry of the State are furrished in the
industrial sector of the State, has a great bearing following table.

on her economy. The importance of this industry

TABLE—12-6

SOME STATISTICS OF TEA INDUSIRY IN ASSAM.

Head 1970 1975 \ 19738 1979 1980 ' 1981 (P)
1 24 i 4 5 6 7
1. No. of tea gardens o] 756 763 769 177 71
2. No. of tea factories 587 589 576 576 (P) N.A. N,A.



i 2 1 2 L 3 4 5 6 i,

3. Area under tea (in thou- 180 189 192 195 200 (P) N.A.
sand hectare)

4, 7Production of tea 212 263 299 278 301 305
(in million K.G)

5. Average yleld per = 1178 1393 1544 1413 1499 1521
hectare (in Kg.)

6. Dailv average no. of 394 402 421 446 449 (P) N.A.
labour employed ' \
(in thousand).

7. Average price fetched N.A 9.52 12.40 12.83 12.69 13.21

per kg. at the Guwahati
Tea Auction Centre (Rs.)*

N.A.;—Not available

* Guwahati auction opened on 25th September 1970.

Source.—( 1) Tea Board of India.

(ii) Chief Inspector of Factories, Assam.

12.6.1. The State’s only tea auction cenire at
Guwahati, commissioned in September, 1970, made
good progress in business during 1982. The volume
of sales through the centre, which received Set-back
during the previous two years, reached a new
height of 75.34 million kg. during 1982. The total
sales during 1981 and 1980 stood at 64.97 million
kg. and 62.56 million kg. respectively as against
73.3 million kg. and 74.85 miliion kg. respectively
during 1979 and 1978. The average price fetched per
kilJogram of tea at the centre also displayed upswing
during 1982 being Rs. 15.00 per kg. compared
with Rs. 13.21, Rs. 12.69 and Rs. 12.83 per kg.
In 1981, 1980 and 1979 respectively.

Small Industries/Khadi and Village Industries:

1.,7.0. At the end of March, 1981 Assam had
a total of 12056 registered small scale industrial
units (i.c. units registered with. the Directorate of
Industries, Assam) with an employment of an
approximately 62 thousand persons. These included
industries engaged in manufacturing various pro-
ducts such as tea machinary, commercial aud tea
chest plywood, building materials, chemicals cte. A
total of 1287 units were registered with the Direc-
torate of Industries, Assam during 1980-81 as
against 1662 units registered during 1979-80.

12.7.1. 1n order to provide infrastrucral facilities
to local entrepreneurs nine industrial estates have
been set up by the State Government till the engl
ok March, 1981. These are located at Guwahati,
Nalbari, New-Bongaigaon, Dhekiajuli, Nagaon.,
Jorhat, Sibsagar, Tinsukia and Badarpur. These
lndustri_al estates have provided a total of 227 sheds
for setting up small scale units, out of which 222
sheds were ip occupation till March, 1981. Howe-

!

(Px—Provisional

ver, only 138 factory sh.ds were aetually functicning
on that date. In addition to the above, a number
of growth centres have alio been identified which
aim =2t rcduction of elimination of time lag between
the date of completion of factory shed and coming
up of an industrial unit through provision of in-
fractructua! facilities like road, power etc. Upto
March, 1980 the State had four such centres one
each at Kahilipars (Guwahati), Barpeta, Goalpara
and Duliajan under the managemeit of State’s
Industry Department. A total of 11 sheds were
provided by thesc centres upto that date, of which
only 6 were in occupatiomn.

12.7.2. In the field of Khadi and village indus=
tries, various schemes are under implementation in
the State. According to information ‘'made available
by the Khadi and Village Industries Board, Assam
a total of 49 bee keeping centrss, 167 oil extraction
centres, 677 pottery centres, 186 handpounding
(rice produced) centres, 18 gur and khandsari cen-
tres, 30 khadi (cotton and silk) production centres,
8 Soap making centres, 3 cottage match factories,
1 footwear unit, ] hand made paper unit, 7 cane
and bamboo centres and 21 gobar gas plants were
in operation in the State during 19%0-81 which
provided employment to rearly 60 thousand per-
gons. The val e of production by afew of these cen-
tres during 1980-81 were as follows, Bee keeping
centres : Rs. 21.10 lakhs, oil extraction centres; Rs.
53.76 lakhs, pottery centres (Rs. 23.51 lakhs), gur
ard khandsari centres (Rs. 186.84 lakhs), khadi
production ecentres: (Rs. 51.22 lakhs,) and soap
making centres: (Rs. 8.99 lakhs). For marketing of
Khadi and Village industries goods, the Board has
been running 34 Khadi Bhanders in diffe;ent comm-
ercial areas of the State.




40

Sericulture and Weaving :

12.8.0. Sericuliure and Weaving is another
important Sector which is playing an important role
in the economic life of the rural population of the
State. The State is particularly famous for her variety
of handloom products such as eri, muga and silk
fabrics. It is worthment:ioning here that almost
every hcusehold in the rural areas of the State are
connected with the we.ving industry. However,
only a small proportion of the State’s 6.94 lakh
looms (estimated in 1975-76) are operated on comm-
ercial lines. A vast majoerity of them are operated
mostly for self-utilization. In order to revitalise the
handloom sector various schemes aiming at providing
avenues for production of quality fabrics, modern-
isation of looms, motivation of weavers for taking
up the industry on commercial lines, ex ension of
training facilities to artisans etc , have been taken
up in the State. During 1981-82 there were 206
Weaving Demonstration circles under the supervision
of the Directorate of Sericulture and Weaving,
Assam which covered a tota! of 4585 villa. es of
the State. A total of 152373 part-time weavers

]

and 8808 whole-time Weavers were cngaged through
these circles dvring 1981-82. During 1981-82 the
Directorote also distributed 2000 handlooms in
general areas and 4200 handlooms in SC/ST areas
of the State as against the distribution of 1300 and
1050 Jooms respectively in the previous year.

12.8.1. In respect of Sericulture, the State had
6,910 Sericultural villages under the supervision of
the State Directorate of of Sericulture and Weaving
in 1981-82 which engaged nearly 53 thousand families
in ericulture, 3 thousand families in muga-culture and
about 19 thousand families in pat-culture. The
production of silk yarn from the Sericultural villa-
ges were of the order of 63,020 kg. of eri, 4,360 kg.
of muga and 7,500 kg. of pat during the year.
Besides the above, the Directorate also maintain a
number of sericultural farms, eriseed gaainages, basic
muga seed farms, eri-concentration centres, reeling
units etc. The table below shows the production ef
raw silk and silk yarn in Assam during each of
the years from 1978-79 to 1981-82.

TABLE 12.7

Production of Raw Sil: and Silk yarn in Assam.

(in thousand kg.)

Item 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81 1981-82
1 2 3 4 5
1. Raw Silk :
(i) Mulberry 16 8 7 11
(ii) Non-mulberry :
(a) Eri-cut (cocoon) 181 191 151 155
(b) Muga 24 45 48 44
2. Silk yarn :
(i) Spun Silk 17 20 20 30
(il) Noil Silk 16 I6 16 19

Source : (i) Directorate of Serieulture and Weaving, Assam.

(i) Assam Spun Silk Mills Ltd. Jagiroad
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Developmental efforts :

12.9.0. As a step towards augmentation of
industrial development of the Siate, the State Geo-
vernmernt recently announced a pakage of incentives
so as to attract in-estments, promote the establish-
ment of new industries and to facilifate the expan-
sion and diversification of existing industries in the
State. The package of incentives comes into effect
from 15th October, 1982 and zre cxpected to boost
up the State’s irdustrial growth. 'he incentives
offered through this package main!v consist of (i)
contribution towards preraration of feasibility re-
ports, (ii) subsidy on industrial heusing, (iii) conce-
ssional power tariff for wnew indusiries and for
existing units undertaking expar:ion divercification,
(iv) sales tax exemption o: pur.hase oi raw mate-
rials and sazle of finiched goods for the first five
years of commeicial preduction, (v) capital mmvest-
ment subsidy om  the line of central investment
subsidy scheme ir the non-declared backward district
and (vi) allstment of developed lards iu indusirial
arcas ctc.

12.9.1. The task of indusuial development of the
State is being curried out Ly a host of organisations
sct up by the State Governs ent {ror time tO time.
Sone of these organisations are The Assam
Industrial Development Corporatior, zhg Assam
Small industrial Development Corporaticn, the Assam
Hills Small Industries Development Corperation,
the Assam Industrizl Promotion and Infrastructure
Corporation, the Assam State Textile Corporation,
etc. The Assam Industrial de:elopment (J'Ol'p()r;i.IlOﬂ
(AIDC) has so far set up three industrial projects
uider public sector in the State Viz 1hc:_ﬂA§,S':{ﬂ
Petrcchemical Ltd., the Cachar Sugar Muls itd.,
and the Fertichem Ltd. Besides, two sick umtg
viz the Assam Conductors and Tubes Ltd. an

the Chemical Units of Associated Industries (Absnm),
Lid. have also been revived and taken oOver by
the corporatioz. Other projects usder 1mpleme_:nér11;
tion of the corporation nre : a .17’.280 Sgllﬂ at
capacity polyester blended yarn spinning e 2t
Nathkuchi (near Tihu). 2 100 TPD Methanolvi:;;ﬂ‘iv
(Expansion Proje:t of APL) with foreign k%%w-'r%}-{
& cigarette factory in joint sector, 2 72 atetials
Phthalic Anhydride plant based on raw ma t':rPD
from BRPi, with foreign know-how and 22 Eitls
Mmni Cement Plant at Umrangshu 355 4.9 tion
district ). Th- Assam State Textile Co’;;marate
Lid. .\STC) which is a ncw name in the corpos i-
sector of the State is dcsigned for scting upSra]éJe.
nning mill: and other textile industries in b a
Thbe corporation is presently gomg to Stat. Ak ra
spinning mill of 15,552 spindle capacity at I\ogpa;l

in the district of Kokrajhar. The ASRR, ‘mlqo
Industries Development Corporation (ASIDC) -lsj -
actively engaged in building up small scae 2 };‘ r
trial base in the State and have opened a num c..
of small scale wunits under its _oOwn St

ment besides rendering services in implementation
of verious promotional schemes such as seed money

assistance scheme, scheduled caste/tribe development
scheme, marketing assistance scheme, raw materials
assistance scheme, stipendary training programme
etc.

12.9.2. The implementation of programme under
District Industrics Centre is another important step
towards expleitation of small scale industrial peoten-
tial in the State. Till 1981-82 a total of 8 District
Industries Centres were functioning in the State.
Mecasure for accelerated developmen: and growth
of village and small industries in the State as
emphasised under the 20 point programme have
al-o becn intensified. During 1982-83 the target
under this programme was to set up 700 village
and small industrial units in the State against which
820 uanits werc set up during the year.

Tnstitutional Assistance :

12.10.0. Instifuticnal finance is playing 2
very vital role in the process of industrial develop-
ment of our countty. But, so far as Assam is
concerned, the flow of institutional finance in the
State is still at a2 very low ebb when compared
with its flow in many other States of the country.
Inadequate availability of much needed finance is
one of the basic reasons for industrial babkward-
ness of the State.

12.10.1. A big portion of institutional assistance
flows from the commercial banking sector. In
Assam, total outstanding credit of scheduled co-
mmercial banks fo the industry sector of the State
stood at Rs. 1047 crores (izcluding Rs. 21.3 crores
ro the smeall scale industry sector) at the end of
December, 1950 as against Rs. 75.4 crores at the
end of December, 1979, Thus, industry scstor
accounted for mnearly 46 per c¢ent of the
total outstanding bank credit at the end
of December, 1980. In respect of assistance sanc-
tioned and disbursed by various all India
financial institutions, Assam compares very unfovour-
ably with many of her counterparts in the
country. For instance, average per capita -ssistance
sanctioned by these all-India institutions upto end=-
March 1982 amounted to only Rs. 61.9 1.akhs in
Assam compered with Rs. 513°9 Lakhs in Gujarat,
Rs. 458'0 Lakhs in Maharastra, Rs. 292'6 lakhs
in Tamilnadu, Rs. 287'] lakhs in Karnataka and
Rs. 270°53 lakhs in Punjab.

12.10.2 The relative position of Assam vis-
a~vis some otuer states of the couniry in respect of
amountl sanctioned and dishursed by various all India
financial institutions (covering IDBI. IFCI ICICI
LIC, UTI, GIC, IRCI, SFCs and’ SIDCs) upto
end=-March, 1982 as well ag

during 1981.82
be observed from the table shown belo%v.8 i
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TABLE—I12.8

Assistance sanctioned and disbursed by all-India Financial Institutions,

(Amount in Rs. crores)

Sanctioned Disbursed
States o
R CodMarch, 1982 e i Mareh 1553
1 ' 3 4 3
Assam 11.99 123.11 7.42 108.75
Maharas.itra 488.34 2872.80 397.18 2097.88
Gujrat 321.07 1745.25 262.33 1259.61
Tamil Nadu 362,69 1413.39 187.35 982.40
Karnataka 176.15 1063,56 152,48 770.16
West Bengal 184.65 1030.00 164.47 807.33
Uttar Pradesh 200.43 1002.87 162.34 741.09
Andhra Pradesh 268.94 1001.59 135.63 646.53
Rajasthan 148.51 61932 98.34 404.78
ALL INDIA 2820.47 14022.22 2079.39 10033.41
Note :—Institutions covered are: IDBI, IFCI, ICICI, LIC, UTI, GIGC, IRCI, SFCs and SIDCs.
Source :—*"Operational Statistics, 1981-82"* by Industrial Development Bank of India.
Mining: ing the previous two vyears. The production of

12.11.0. The exploration of mineral wealth of
the State is being undertaken by a host of agen-
cies viz,, the Oil and Natural Gas Commission,
Qil Indu?. Ltd, Geological Survey of India and the
State Directorate of Geology and Mining., The
important minerals so far exploited in the State are
petroleum, natural gas, coal and limesione. Although
the State is rich in mineral resources, development
of mineral based industries in the State has not
been to the desired extent so far.

12.11,1 The overall production performance of
the mining sector during 1952 was more or less satis-
factory when compared with its performances du-

petroleum ( crude ) reached the level of 511 lakh
tonnes in 1982 from 43.9 lakh tonnes in 1981 and
10.6 lakh tonnes in 1980. The volume of natural
gas (utilised ) also went up to the level of 875
million cubic metres in 1982 from 869 million
cubic metre in 1981 and 455 million cubic metre
in 1980. However, compared with its performance
during 1979 (942 million cubic metre) | the out-
put during 1982 was still lower. So far as the
production of petroleum ( crude ) and natural gas
(utlllsec_}) is concerned, Assam occupy a noteworthy
place in the country. This is evident from the
table given below.



TABLE—12.9

Production of Petroleum (crude) and Natural Gas (utilised ) in Assam and India

year Petroleum (lakh tonne) Natural Gas utilised

(milion cubic metre}
Assam India Assam India

1 2 3 4 5

1971 354 /18 375 754
1975 419 828 621 1253
1976 429 866 848 1514
1977 45-1 101-9 902 1631
1978 408 112-7 88¢% 1731
1979 45+7 1284 942 1925
1980 10-6 940 455 1462
1981 (P) 430 1490 869 1949
1982 (P) 511 N.A. 875 N.A.

P.—Provisional
Source—: (1) Tndian Bureau of Mines,

N.A.—Not available

(2) Bulletin of Mineral Statistics and Information (IBM)
(3) Indian Mineral Industry at a Glance, ,1981 (IBM)

12.11.2 At present there are ihree refineries in
the State viz. the Digboi Kefinery, the Noonmati
Refinery and the Bongaigaon Refinery which process a
portion of Petroleum crude explored in the State. The
volume of output of the reflneries of the State
which dwindled to a very low level of 9.43 lakh

tonnes in 1980 from 13.9 lakh tonnesin 1979, increa-
sed to 15.7 lakh tonnesin 1981 and further to 17.6
lakh tonnes (estimated) in 1982. The trend in the
volume of output of the refineries of the State over
the past few years may be observed from the table

given below.

TABLE-—12.10

Qutput of Refinery Products in Assam

Year

Output (in thousand tonnes)

1971
1975

1976

1074
1258

1274



1

2

1977 ) ) 129
1978 1294
1979 1390
1980 943
1981 (P) 1566
1982 (P) 1764

(P) Provisional

L —

Source—Monihly Production Returns, Digboi, Noonmati aud Bongaigaon Refineries.

12.11.3. The coal deposits of Assam are mainly
Assam area. During 1932 the
production of coal reached an all time high of 6.94
lakh tonnes from the level of 6.51 lakh tonnes in
lakh tonnes in 1980. The rate of

located in upper

198! and 575

Production of

increasc was nearly 7 per cent in 1982 over

1981 as

against the increase about 13 per cent in 1981 over
1980. The table below shows the production of coal

in Assam over the past few years.

LABLE 2.1

Coal in Assan.

year Producuor « in pousun )
1
1971 57¢
1975 58«
1976 5u
1977 610
1978 643
1979 i
15 575
1981 (P) gk
1082 (P) 694

(P)—Provisional

Source:—Deputy Assistant Controller of Coal, Guwahati
and Coal India Limited, Margherita.
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12.11.4. In Assam cement grade limestone
deposits are mainly concentrated in the district
of Karbi Anglong. At present tnere is only one
factory viz. the Bokajan Cement Factory (a Cement
Corporation of India enterprise) which is exploring
the limestone deposits available in the district for
production of cement since 1978. The production
of limestone in the State was however lower as
232 thousand tobnes in 1982 compared with 269
thousand tonnes in 1981. The production in 1980
and in 1979 stood at 196 thousand tonnes and
289 thousand tonnss respectivelv,

12.11.5. Royalties on mincrals is an important
source of income to the State exchequer. Every
year a considerable amount is received by the
State Government as royalties on min‘rals produced
in the State. During 1981 the rate of royalty
on minerals was revised by the Government of

India. Thus, the rate of royalty on crude oil
was increased from Rs. 42.00 per M. T. to Rs.61.00
per M. T. with effect from 1st April 1981.
Similarly, the rate of royalty on coal was also
enhanced from Rs. 4.00 per M. T. to Rs. 6.50 and
Rs. 7.00 per M. T. with effect from 13th February
1981. In respect of rate of royalty on ]limestone
the increase was from Rs.2.50 per M. T. to Rs.
4.50 per M, T. with effect from 23rd July 198I.
The State Government, however considers the
revised rate of royalty on crude as inadequate
and is  pressing the Central Government to
enhance the rate to Rs. 315.00 per tonne considering
the rise in the indegenous crude price from Rs.
300.00 per tonne to Rs. 1182.00 per tonne, An
idea about the magnitude of royalties on minerals
as accrued to the State Exchequer during the years
from 1979 to 1981 may be had from the table
furnished below.

TABLE 12.12

Royalties on minerais accrued to the Government of Assam

Liem Royalty accrued ( Rs. crores )
1979 1980 1981
1 2 3 4
1. Crude oil 19.14 4.39 24 96
2. Natural Gas 0.64 0.34 5T
3. Coal 0.25 0.23 0.3
4. Limestone 0.07 0.05 1

Source:—-Directorate of Geology and Mining, Assam
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CHAPTER XIII
LABOUR, EMPLOYMENT SITUATION AND WAGES

Workings Population

13.1°0. According to 1971 population census
neéarly 28 per cent of the State‘s population was
workers. Of the total working population of 41
lakhs in 1971 about 37 lakhs were in rural areas
and the rest 4 lakhs were in urban areas. Fémale
workers numbering about 3 lakhs constituted only
7 per cent of the State's total working force. Amongst
the total working force, as many as 76°6 per cent were
engaged in agriculture and allied activities, The per-
centage of workers engaged in other sectors of the
economy were as follows : mining and quarrying
(04 p.c.), manufacturing, processing, servicing and
repiring (4°1p.c. ), construction (1'0 p.c.), trade and
commerce (5.7 p.c.), comunication (2.5 p.c.)
and other services (9.7 p. c.).

Employment in public and private sectors :

Programme of the Direciorate of Employment and
Craftsmen Trzining, Assam reveal a marginal increase
in employment in the organised sector of the State.
The total employment in tne organised sector (ie.
under public and private sectors together) stood at
862 lakhs at the end of March, 1983 as against
8:59 lakhs at the corresponding quarter of the pre-
vious year. Thus, the growth in cmployment in
March, 1983 was higher by (3 per cent over
March, 1982 compared with a slichily higher growth
of 04 per centin March, ‘982 over March 1981.
It is however, pertinent to notc that while employ-
ment in the public sector registered a rise of 32
per cent in March, 1983 over March, 198%Z, in the
private sector there was rather a fall of the order
of 21 per cemt over the same period. Similar trend
was also observed between the quarters March 19:2
and March, 1981. In the following table data rela-
ting to the magnitute of emyloyment in public and
private sectors of the State are furnished for the

13.2.0. Quarterly data on employment as avai- past few years.
lable from the Empolyment Market Information
TABLE—I13.1

Public and Private Sector Employment in Assam

(Figure in “000° )

Quarter cnding/year

1

March, 1975
March, 1980
March, 1¢81
March, 1982
March, 1983

Public Sector Private Sector Total
2 3 4
2659 4776 7435
3471 4876 834-7
357.6 498°5 856-1
3850 474-5 859-5
3673 464-6 8619

Note:—The above employment data does not cover :

persons (including those employed in houschol

a) employment in agriculture proper, (b) all self employed
industries ) (c) defence forcesand (d) Small establishmeats

in the private sector employing less than ten workers.

Source —Directorate of Employment and Craftsman Training, Assam

13.2.1. It will be observed from table 13.1 that
public sector continues to play an increasing role
in providing more employment avenues in the State.
This is discernible from the fact that while the share
of public sector in total employment increased from
35'8 per cent during the quarter ending March, 1975

to 461 per cent during the quarter ending March,
1983, that of Private sector, on the other hand, dec-

lined from 64'2 pe: cent to 53'9 per cent over
the same period.
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13°2'2. So far as the employment of women to be more impressive under private sector
is concerned, it accouated for nearly 28 per cent ( more than 4t percent) than under public sector
of the total employment of the State curing the (arounrd 9 per cent) due mainly to large scale
quarter ending jarch, 1983+ The number of women employment of women in tea gardens. Table below
crrployees, however recorded alittle fall from about shows the trend of women cmployment in public
2.46 lakhs at the quarter ending March, 1982 to and private sectors of the State for the last thr e
about 2-44 lakhs at the quarter ending March, years.

1983. Sectorwise, employment of women is found

TABLE—132

Employment of women in public and private sector in Assam

Quarter ending / year Public Sector Private :ecto. Total

1 2 3 4
March, 1981 31,844 2,20,585 2,52,429
March, 1982 34,626 2,11,201 2,45,827
March, 1983 35,874 2,08,485 2,44,359

Source :—Directorate of Employment and Craftsmen Training, Assam.

Industry-wise Employment : ter ending March, 1983 while under private sector
the group ‘agriculiure’ forestry and plantation claimed
13.3.0. According to industry-wise cmployment as much as 91 per cent. The distribution of employ-
data, the* Community social and personal services,” ment n the State according to the major indus-
group accounted for about ‘1 per cent of the trial division are shown in the table below for
employment under public sector at the end of quar- quarter ending March, 1982 and March, 1183,
TABLE—13.3

Employment according to major industry divisions in Assam.

(Figure in Thoasand)

Division March 1982 March 1983

—i’ublic ——__P;;;ate Total —Public Private ' Total

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Agriculture, forestry, plantation ete. 30-3 4284 4587 30-8 4231 4539
2. Mining and quarrying 12-8 53 181 20°1 001 201
3. Manufacturing 151 207 358 157 206 363
4. Llectricity, gas and water 151 01 152 16-7 01 16-8
5. Construction 326 08 334 32-7 1-4 34-1
6. Wholesale and retail trade and 33 2'8 61 3'5 2:8 63

restaurants and hotels
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

7. Tra:ﬁ;port, storage and communications 664 08 672 646 08 Au-%5'4_

8. Financing, insurance, real estate and 11-4 i) 12:5 12:7 kel 138
business services

9. Community, social and personal services 1980 14-5 2125 2005 14-7 2159

Total 3850 4745 8595 397-3 4646 8619

Source-— Directorate of Employment and Craftsmen Training, Assam.

Employment :nd unemployment of ruralfagri-
cultural labour households

13.4.0 The *““Rural Labour Erquiry, 1974-75”
.onducted by the National Sample Survey Orga-

nisation and prepared and brought out by the
Labour bvureau of the Government of India pro-
vide some information relating to the number of

rura]/agricultural labour households as well as the
number of days of employment and unemployment
of workers belonging to the above mnoted two cate-
gories of labour households. The ‘‘Enquiry’’ reveals
that during 1974-75 Assam had an estimated 476
thousar.d rural labour house-holds and 282 thousand
agricultural labour households as against 274 thousand
and 93 thousand respectively a decade ago i.e. in
1964-65, Thus, over the 1en year period, the
State recorded zn increase of as high as 74 per
cent in rural labour households and 203 per cent
in agricultural labour households compared with only
39 p. c. and 36 per cent increase respectively for the
country as a whole.

13. 4. 1. So far as the duration of employment
of workers is concerned, it had been found that
during 1974-75 the average number of days wor-
ked in wage-paid employments belonging to rural
labour houscholed in Assam stood at 290 for a
man worker, 278 for a female worker and 283
days for a child workers as against 289, 267 and
145 days respectively in 1964-65. in respect of
workers belonging to agricultural labour hcusehoids
the duration of works during 1974-75 stood at 307
days for a man worker, 274 days for a female
workers and 291 days ior a chilld worker comp-
ared with 295, 235 and 141 days respectively duri-

ng 1964-65. The duration of unemployment, whe-
th:r due to non-availability of work or non-a\ai-
lability of person for work had been found to be
43 days for a man worker, 77 days for a female
worker and 7 days for a child worker belonging
to rural labour households and 37 81 and 43 days
respectively for workers belonging to agricultural
labcur houseeholds in Assam during 1974-75. The
corresponding average number of days not worked
during 1964-65 were of the order 49, 67 and 12+ days
for workers belonging to rural labour households and
57,73 and 188 days for workers belonging to agri-
cultural Jabour households. The table at appendix-
XXITI provide certain statistics pertaining to the
number and duration of employment and unem-
ployment of ruralfagricuitural labour households in
Assam and India for the years 1964-65 and 1974-
75.

Employment in establishments
non-agricultural activities

engaged in

13.5.0. According to “Economic Census, 1977"
Assam had a total of 1.02 lakhs mnon-agricultural
establishments having one or more hired wotkers
during 1977 which provided employment to nearly
8.14 lakh persons. Of the total emp] oyment of
8.14 lakh persons, about 7'27 lakh or 89.5 per
cent were hired workers. Rural areas accounted
for about 70 per cent of the total establishments
and about 66 per cent of the total employment.
Table below shows on the rural urban break-up
of the number of these establishments alongwith
their employment (including hired workers) in the
State as obtained from ‘“Economic Census, 19777

TABLE—]3.4

Number of non-agricultural establishments in Assam and persons working in such establishments

(Economic Census, 1977)

['—I;aad

Rural Urban Total

1 . 2 3 o ﬁ—ﬁmv*f}
1. Number of establishments 71,182 30,780 1,01,962
2. Number of persons usually emp’oyed 5,38,366 2,75,535 8,13,901
3. Number of hired workers 491,117 2,35,714 7,26,831

Source:—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.
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Empioyment in Registered Factories :

13.6.0. Employment of workers in registered
fuctories of the State has been showing a steady
growth since the past few years. The average
number of workers emploved daily in such factories
( 1. e. factories registered under the Factories Act)
was 79.8 thousand in 1975 which increased to 87.7
thousand in 1980 and then to 9.7 thousand in
1981. During 1982 the employment of factory
workers further went up to about 91.3 thousand
(provisional), thereby recording a growth of about
07 percent over 1981 and about 14 percent over
1975. The maximum number of employment had
been provided by tea factories which alone accoun-
ted for more than half of the total factory emoly-
ment in the State.

Census of Assam Government Zmployees :

13.7.0. The total number of Assam Govern-
ment employees as on 31st March 1977 stood at
1.57 lakhs as against 1.0l lakhs in March 1975,
The sharp increase in the number of State Gov-
ernment employees in 1977 was due to inclusion of
about 45 thousand teachers of provincialised M. V.
and L. P. schocls who were excluded in the 1975
census since these schools were not provincialised
at that time. Of the 1.57 lakh employees in
March 1977 about 6.4 thousand were gazetted
employees and the rest (about 1.5 lakhs) were non-
gazetted employees including class-IV staff. The
number of State Government employees according
to status as stood on 31st March 1977 are furni-
shed in the table below.

TABLE—13.5

Number of Assam Government Employees according to status
(As on 31st March 1977).

Status Nurmber of Employees
- _1 T = . AL ieh 2
1. Gazetted : >
Class—I 1,574
Class—II 4,795
2. Non-gazetted :
Class—iII 1,21,180
Class—IV 29360
- ';otal IS GTRES TR o M

Source :

13.7.1. The number of scheduled caste and
scheduled Tribe (hills and plains) employees accoun-
ted for 6.7 percent and 8.0 percent respectively of
the total State Government employees in March,

1,56,909

Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.

1977, Employees belongin; to other backward classes
shared 29.6 percent of the total. The break-up of
Assam Government cmployees according to caste/
tribe ctc. may be seen from the table given below
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TABLE—13.6

Number of Assam Government Employees aceording to Castc and Tribe etc.

(As on 31st March, 1977)
Caste[Tcibe etc. In Govt. offices In Schools Total P.C. share
to State total.
1 2. 3 4 5
1. Scheduled Castes 7,429 2,453 9,882 6.3
2. Scheduled Tribe (Hills) 2,053 289 2,342 1.5
3. Seheduled Tribe (Plains) 6,337 3,925 10,262 6.5
4. Other backward castes 31,847 14,530 46,377 29.6
5. Others 64,597 23,449 88,046 56.1
Total 1,12,263 44,646 1,56,909 100.0
Source : Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.
Unemployment :

13.8.0. The problem of growing unemployment
continued to be a matter of great concern for the
State. Although the magnitude of unemployment in
the State is not precisely known, an idea about
the trend and dimension of the problem can be
had from the number of job seekers registered with
the employment exchanges. The live register of
employment exchanges reveal that the number of
job seekers which was only 1.9 lakhs in 1975 in-

creased sharply to 3.7 lakhs in 1981 and then to
4.0 lakhs in 1982. The increase in the number of
jobseekers in 1982 was thus 8 percent over 198]
and 113 percent over 1975. The total number of
vacancies notified to the employment exchanges of
the State during 1982 was 11175 against which
6606 were placed in employment during the year.
The following table shows the trend in the growth
of applicants on the live register as wecll as the
number of placement through employment exchanges
over the past few years.

TABLE—13.7

No. ol applicants on the live Register and No. of placement in Assam

Year

Applicants on the Number of Percentage of Col. 3 (¢

Live Register Placement Col. 2

i 2 3 4
1975 1,89,045 7,383 3.9
1976 2,14,270 7,087 3.3
1977 2,43,441 6,537 2.9
1978 2,87,249 5,696 2.0
1979 3,19,925 7,103 2
1080 3,47,567 6,297 1.8
1981 3,73,035 6,722 1.8
1982 4,03,i113 6,606 1.6

Source—Directorate of Employment end Craftsmen Training, Assam.

|
|
|
|
|
|
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13.8.1, The unemployment problem in the State
has further been accentuated with the joining of
increasing number o' educated jobseekers, including
technical and professional personnel, in the rank of
unemployed from vear ro year. The total number
of cducated jobseekers, as per the live registr of
the employment exchanges, stood at 1.76 !akhs at
the end of 1982 as aguinst 1.50 lakhs at the end
of 1981 and 1.45 lakhs at the end of 1980. Educa-
te1l jobsceker: thus constituted nearly 44 percent of

the total jobscekers on live register in 1932 comp-
arcd with about 40 percent in 1981 and about 42
percent in 1980, Nearly 63 percent of the educated
jobseckers in 1982 were mu:tric.lates while Higher
Secondery/P. U, passcd jobseekers and graduate
jobscekers accountad for about i9 percent and 14
percent respectively. The table below gives the
break-up of number of jobseekers on live register
according to educatioral qualifications for the Iast
few years.

TABLE—13.8

Distribution of jobseekers on Live Registers according to educational qualifications in Assam

Qualification 1975 1980 1981 1982
1 2 3 4 5

1. Engineering graduates 36 35 25 16l
2. Medical graduates 110 238 142 188
3. Agricultural graduates 61 14 46 53
4. Veterinary graduates 1
5. I. T. I+ Passed 2,644 4,039 4,270 4.192
€. Graduates 11,112 20,337 22,632 25,612
7. Post Graduates 506 685 51% 747
8. H. S. S. L. C/P. U/I. A. etc. 16,509 30,508 24,853 33,830
9. Matriculates 53,965 88,368 96,585 1,10,742
10. Diploma Holders (Engineering) 401 603 732 649

Total 85,365 1,44,800 1,49,799 1,76,163

Source—Directorate of Employment and Craftsmen Training Assam.

13.8.2. The Employment Exchange data also
reveal that during 1982 there were 65.2 thousand
unskilled manual workers on live register as against
55.2 thousand in the previous year. The number
of women job seeekers totalled 51.2 thousand in 1982
and constituted about 12 percent of the live regis-
ter total. During the same year Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe job seekers on live register were of

the order of 20.1 thousand and 26.3 thousand
respectively. The number of jobseekers, belonging to
different categories, who were placed in employment
through emplecyment exchanges of the State during
1982 were as follows: women (705), scheduled caste
(517), scheduled tribe (745) O. B. C. (1037) and
physically handicapped persons (4).
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13.8.3. In order to provide employment infor-
mation and assistance to the jobseekers, there are
31 employment Exchanges and 3 University Employ-
ment Inforination and Guidance Burean in the
State. In addition to the above rhere are also 20
Employment Information and Assistance Bureaux
attachcd to the diffrent Development Blocks of the
State. A special Employment Exchange for plan-
tation labour isalso functioning at Dibrugarh (having
jurisdiction all over the State) for registration and
placement in employment of surplus tea garden
labourers.

Employmeut Programme through TRYSEM/NREP:

13.9.0. The National Scheme of Traning of
Rural youth for Self-Employment (TRYSEM) is
meant for generating self-employment opportunities
by imparting training to the rural youths in various
trades and skills. The Scheme has been in operation
in Assam since 1979-80. Under this scheme altogether
4253 rural youths of the State were trained in different
vocations duiing 1981-82 as against 3695 youths
trained in 1980-81. The number of scheduled aste
and Scheduled Tribe youths tiained during 1981-82
were of the order of 418 and 1075 respectively,
However, compared with the number of youths
trained, the number of trained youths self-employed
was mot much enecouraging as out of 4253 trained
vouths in 1981-82 only 1049 (including 85 scheduled
caste and 438 scheduled Tribe youths) were self-
employed during the ycar. The number of youths
self-employed during 1982-83 (upto December 1982)
stood at 1712 as against the target of 5:60 for
the year.

13.9.1. The National Rural Employment Prog-
ramme (NREP) also aim at providing employment
avenues to the rural people by creating durable
community assets at the same time. This scheme
which came into operation in Assam during the
latter part of 1950-81, laid a target of generating
seasonal employment to the tune of about £0 lakh
mandays in 1982-83 against which 41 lakh man-
days were generated during the vear, The farget and
achievement during the previous year were of
the order of 63 Jlakh and 53 lakh mandays
respectively,

Carfismen and Apprenticeship Training :

13.10.0. In order to impart training in various
crafts there are 10 Industrial Training Institutes
(ITI) located at different rarts of tre State. At the
end of March, 1983 a total of 3028 trairees were
on roll in these institutes against a seating capacity
of 3408. Altogether 1906 trainces came out successful
from thesc institutes on July, 1982,

13.10 1. The Apprenticeship Training Programme
was started in this State towards the end of 1976.
The total number of establishment coming under
the purview of Apprenticeship Training Act was
231 in the State at the end of March 1983, of
which 197 had training facilities. Upto that date a
total of 1099 apprentices were taken in under the
Scheme in the State. T:e number of apprentices
currently undergoing training under this Act stands
at 394 at the end of [larch, 1983.

Minimum Wages.

13.11.0 In accordance with the provisions of the
Minimum Wages Act 1948, minimum wages were first
fixed in this State in the year 1952 for workers
engaged in tca plantations, motor transport, rice
and flour mills. In the subsequent years the provi-
sion of the Act was exfended to cover many other
eategory of workers of the State viz., agricultural
labourers, workers engaged in stone breaking/crushing,
certain category of employees in cinema houses,
workers in bidi industry, workers under PWD and
various local authorities, workers in engineering and
plywood industries, workers in shops and commer-
cial establishments, workers engaged in eating houses
and restaurants etc. The minimum rates of wages
fixed/revised by the State Government/concerned
suthoritics during the past few years in respect of
certain category of workers of the State are detailed
in subsequent paragraphs.

13.11.1. During the later part of 1980, the
minimum rates of wages for employees/workers
engaged in (i) transportation, marketing anc distri-
bution of petroleum products, (ii) shops and commer-
cial establishments and (iii) esting houses and restaur-
ants were fixed as under.

TABLE—13.9

Category of employecs/workers

Minimum rates of Wages fixed (in Rs.)

1

(1) Transportation, marketing and
distribution of petroleum products—
(i) Clerks and persons engaged in

jobs of clerical nature

300.00 per montl:
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1 2
(ii) Skilled workers - —— 270.00 per month
(i1i) Unskilled workers . — 210.00 per month
(2) Shops and Commercial establishment :(—
(A) Shops (i) Accountant s — 400.00 per meonth
(ii) Cashiet oe — 300.00 per month
(iii) Salesman/clerk - 250.00 per mom'h
(iv) Other workers — 200.00 per month
(B) Commercia] establishments )
(i' Accountant —_ 450,00 per month
(ii) Clerk —_— 300.00 per month
(iii) Godown Keeper/Chowkider s — 250.00 per month
(iv) Peon — 200.00 per month
3. Eating houses and restaurants —
(i) Accountant e 400.00 per meonth
(ii) Manufacturers (cook etc) —_ 300.00 per month
(iii) Salesman oo = 250.00 per month
s — 200.00 per month

(iv) Clerk/Sewer/Bearer/cleancr

13.11.2. The minimum rates of wages in respect
of workers engaged in rice, flour and dal mills
were also revised during the same period. Accor-
dingly the revised rates for skilled workers would
be Rs. 300.00 per month in class—I mill and Rs.
275.00 per month in class—II mill. For unskilled
workers the rates would be Rs. 240.00 and Rs.

210.00 per month respectively. In respect of clerical

staff the corresponding rates would be Rs. 300.00
and Rs. 275.00 per month. The minimum rates of
wages for PWD workers (road and building cons-
truction, stone breaking and crushing) as revised

in October 1980 is Rs. 240.00 per menth or Rs.
8.00 per day for unskilled workers and Rs. 300.00
per month or Rs. 10.00 per day for skilled wor-
kers. In addition, the workers are also entitled
to variable dearness allowance with effect from
April, 1979,

13.11.3, The minimum rates of wages in respect
of employment in agriculture in Assam which was
earlier revised in October 1974 was further revised
in January 1982. Thenew rates are shown below:—

Category of workers

Revised rate (in Rs.)

1. Operations connected with paddy cultivation
(except transplantation, harvesting 'and for carrying
and Threshing), cultivation of other crops except
jute and sugarcane, horticulture, poultry and dairy
farming.

2. Operations connected with transplantation,
harvesting and threshing of paddy and all operations
conneeted with jute and sugarcane cultivation.

800 per day or 7.00 per day if one meal ig
provided or 165-00 per month plus food, shelter
and clothing if employed for more than 3 months
or 180000 per annum if paid in advance plus
food, shelter and clothing or 200000 per annum if
not paid- in advance plus food, shelter and
clothing.

9:00 per day or 21000 per month plus food,
shelter and clothing if employed for 3 monthg
or 27000 per month or 233000 per annum if
paid in advance plus food, shelter and clothing
or 250000 per annum if not paid in advance plus
food, shelter and clothing.

7
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13.11.4. The daily wage rate for tea planta-
tion workers in Assam was enhanced with effect
from 1st February, 1980 which benefited about 4
lakh workers in Assam valley and about 50,000
workers in the Cachar Valley. In the Assam valley
the enhancement was 92 paise per day for adult
workers and 46 paise per day for child workers

13.11.5. The Directorate of Economics and.
Statistics, Assam collect data on most commonly
paid daily wage rate of afew category of workers:-
in the rural areas of the State from selected cen~
tres. It has been observed that the average daily
wage rate of these workers has shown a steady-

increase over the past few years. The trend may~- L

while in the Cachar valley the enhancement was
70 paise per day. WThe wage rate of daily tea
labourers is reported to have further enhanced
recently through an agreement between the Emplo-
yers and Employees Associations.,

be observed from the table given below.

TABLE—13.9

Average daily wage rate in rural areas of Assam

Year Carpenter Blacksmith

Field labour Herdsman Ot:‘z;.l;o :fri(([:glat:)ml
1 2 3 4 5 6

1970 68 63 37 33 42

1975 92 79 54 | 40 49 |
1976 94 7°9 59 48 59 -
1977 9-2 76 48 37 55 )
1978 102 935 6.1 40 56 .
1979 119 112 65 49 61 ,
1980 138 119 64 46 65 Y
1951 15'1 129 71 49 71

1982 17°5 14°0 86 62 87

Source:—Directorate of Economics and Statittics, Assam

Industrial disputes:

13.12.0. During 1982 industrial relations in the
State_ was cormparatively much better than in the
previous year as evident from data on industrial
disputes. During the year only 6 factories were
mvolved in the industrial disputes that occurred in
the State as against 25 factories involved in 198l1.
The number of mandays lost as a result of these

disputes was only 4343 in 1982 compared with
49,724 in the preceding year. The value of produc-
tion loss during 1982 was estimated at Rs.2.2.
lakhs which was also much lower than the previou§. K -
year’s estimated loss of Rs.53.1 lakhs. The;;l.o§_’§iqj,
of wages resulting from these disputes amounted: O

Rs. 37.3 thousand in 1982 as against a very high. " :
amount of Rs.4.7 lakhs in 198l
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CHAPTER—XIV
Prices and Cost of Living

14.1.0. One of the encouraging features of the
State’s economy in 1982 was that the price rise was
contaired to a reasonable extent during the year.
The upsurge in prices which experienced considerable
deceleraticn during 1981, exhibited further decelera-
tion during 1982 as evident from the movement of
wholesale price indices. The annual average whole-
sale price index (base 1953=100) displayed a rise
of about 5.7 per cent in 1682 over 1981 as compared
with a rise of about 6.7 per cent in 1981 over 1980
and about 17 per cent in 1980 over 1979. Howe-
ver, so far the retail price behaviour is concerned
tke picture was not that encouraging as barring a
few items, retail prices of most of the essential
commodities showed varying degrees of rise during the
year over the preceding year,

14.1.1. An ckservation of the commodity-wise
retail price movement reveal that prices of essential
commodities like rice. atta, salt, potato, vanaspati,
egg, meat, mwilk etc. have rceorded substantitial
rise, ranging from 6 rer cent to 25 per cent,in March,
19&3 over March, 1982. However, prices of items
like most of the pulses, sugar and opion have register-
ed a fall of varying proportions, ranging from 2
per cent to 19 per cent during the same peried.
Table below provides data on retail prices of some
selected commodities as stocd during March 1982 and
March, 1983 alongwith percentage variation in their
prices over the period.

TABLE—14.1

AVERAGE RETAIL IRICES OF SOME SELECTED COMMODITIES

Commaodity Uit Price during Percentage variation
P A N in Mareh/83 over
March/.1982 March/1983 March,/82
(Bs.) (Rs.)
1 2 3 4 5

(1) Rice (coarse) Kg. 2.46 3.06 (+) 244
(2) Atta ” 2.45 2.82 (+) 15.1
(3) Masur dal »» 4.76 4.18 (=) 122
(4) Moong dal . 5.42 5.13 (—) 54
(5) Arahar dal » 5.58 6.31 (+) 130
(6) Gram dal . 4589 4.31 (=) 119
(7) Salt v 0.75 0.83 (+) 106
(8) Potato » 1.51 1.89 (+) 25.1
(9) Onion . 2.60 2.54 —) 24
(18) M. 0il Litre 13.56 13.71 (+) 1.1
(11) K. 0i . 1.84 1,93 (+) 49
(12) Vanaspati (loose) Kg: 16.15 17.32 +) 7.2
(13) Sugar . 6.49 5.28 (=) 187
(14) Milk Litre 3.29 3.49 (+) 6.1
(15) Fish (small) Kg. 13.25 13.20 (=) 04
(16) Meat (Goat) » 18.27 19.50 (+) 6.7
(17) Egg (Duck) Pair 1.71 1.86 (+) 8.7
(18) Writing paper 24 sheets 2.17 2.18 ) 04

-—

Sourcc~ Directoratef, of Economics’and Statistics, Assam.



14.1.2. In the paras to follow the _trend of
differcnt price indicss in the State are discussed.

wholesale Price Index.—

14.2.0. During the year 1282 the wholesale
Price Index (base 1953=100) rose by 5.7 Per cent
over 1981 as against 6.7 Per cent rise during the
corresponding period of last year. This overal_)l
rate of inflasion somewhat slowed dowa in 19?;_
ompared with the year 1981. Itemwise, wholesale
Cncs fad-x for food items 'mcreased by 2.9 per
?em in 1982 over 1981 (which was about half the

te of change in 1981 over 1980). The main
1'?)mrihutiun to the increase in general index in
“:987 {huS, resulted from 1_3 per cent increase in
11 ,.__1dex for the non-food items. In _thc previous
o B the contribution to the total Increase was
yearéd equally by both the groups (food and non-
S.hard nonth-wise, the general index rose at a
fad; ~ rate of varying degree upto September
S S t in October, 1982 and then

breathed a rest in
éggfz;;xcd significantly in the nexiconsecutive mo?ths
o; the year that followed. In the case of foo

items which exhibited irregular behaviour upto April
1987 registercd a violent upsurgs upto September,
1198'? and thea started to decline afterwards. On tae
. hand the Index for non-food items regnsccr_ed
o Llous upswing throughout the consecutive
2 cogtm_f 1982 except for June, July and Augus'.
- ti-I of'xvholesale price Index in As~;1}m for
’i_“he e faw yzars as well as during the diff :rent
g‘gm}iﬁséf %682 is given in  Appendix XXIV.
Consumer Price Index for Working Class in Assam.
A rough idea about the cost of living

14.3.0 .
g had from the Consumer Price

in the State may be

.~ Tor working class in Assam (base
Enidex I:Jg;nagémlp?%e;lwf‘o: the State as a weighted
1949=10 f’ the indices of three centres, namely
gysrage i Silchaz: and Tinsukia. The annual ave-
Guwahatl, for the State rose by 7.4 per cent in
ragt md_c’\-gst as against 4'5 per cent rise 1n
1982 over 1fl980. The increase in the Index in
1981 O;cf 1982 over Januaryg 1982 \.WAS however
Decembes 27 per cent compared with (—) 1.7
higher = in the same period of 1981.. The month
per centth movement of the index during 1982 was
to f{gﬁﬂws. Starting with 531 in January, it took
as

linear tread from _February till Novem-
e ’ng Sg—,hejn declined to 574 in December. Appen-
o ;;?{V shows the trend in the Consumer Price

dix Working class in Assam over
igdcgaﬁg“{?:er;e:?: as well “as for different months
the

of 1982.
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Consumer Price Index Number for Industrial
Workers:

14.4.0. The Labour Bureau of the Government
of India, compiles this seriesfor industrial workars
in 50 selected industrial cantres spread throughsut
the country which includes five centres inAssam name'y
Digboi, Mariani, Doom-dooma, Labac and Ranga-
para Monthwise, in all the centres, the index regi-
stered  varying degrze of rise during 1982. It
Trose by 7.1 per czmt ai Dighoi, 7.5 per cent at
Mariani, 138 per ceat at Doom-dooma, 5.3 per
cent at Labac and 5.5 par cent at Rangapara in
December over [anuary in 1982 and during tha
period overall index rose by 8.3. par cent over
1981. The index recorded ~the highest rise in
October at Digboi and in Septemoer at Rangapara,
other and in July for other centres. Appendix
XXV shows the Consumer Price Index Nunser
for Industrial Workers pertaining to iive seleciaed
centres in Assam along with the ail Ipdia averages

for the past few yeats anl monta wise indices
during 1982.

Consumer Frice Index Nmmber for Urbam Nop-
Manual Empliyees in Assam:

14.5.0. The indices are compiled by the (gp.

tral Statistical Organisation, Goverament of India
and in Assam, Guawaiti is the lone centre coverad
nnder this scries.  The index (base 196)=100) stood

at 413 for Guwahati and 437 for india in 1983
At Guwhati it increased by 8.7 per cen: in 1552
over 1981 against 12.8 per cent rise in [93) over
1980. Compared with this, the percentage ingreqsa
for India, during the respective periods ag men-
tioned above werc 8.4 per eent and 123 per ceng
respectively. The consumer price index number fO_r
urban non manual employees for the Guwahatj
centre along with all-lndia iadices for the past few
year are given in Appendix XXVII,

Consumer Price Index Number for Rura

) 1 Popu-
lation in Assam (Plains Districts) i

. 14.6.0. The Directorate of Economics and Sta-
tistics, Assam compiles this series pertaining to ruraj
areas of the plaing districts of Assam. The base of
the index is 1944, The index which was 694 ip
1981 rose to 709 in 1982 thereby displaying a rise
of 2.2 per cent during 1982. The rise’ was 44,
per cent in 1931 over 1980. Monthwise it recig.
tered a crecping rate of rise upto October 1932

then started to decline and stood at 718 as th::
year passed out. Lhe indices for the last few
years alongwith monthly indices for 1982 are Showg
in the Appendix XXVIIIL,



-State in this respect showed some
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GHAPLFR XV . ... o e

Ban‘king and Comimerce

Crowth of bank offices

15.1.0. The availability of banking
‘facilities 12 Assam was quite inadequate
a few years back. It was only during
the recent past that the position of the
impro-
vemeit following fast expansion in the
banking net-work. As on June, 1969
Assam haa only 74 offices of scdeauied
commercial banks which inter-alia meant
existence of oune bank office for every 188
thousand persons of the State as against
the national coverage of 65 thousand per-
sons per bank office during the same per-
iod. The number of bank offices in the
State, however, swelled to 507 at the end
of June, 1981 and further to 562 at the
end of June, 1982. Thus, at the end of

. June, 1982 a bank office, on an average,

covered about 35 thousana persons of tte
State. But compared with the position
of the country as a whole (one bank office
for every 17 thousand persons in June, 1982)
the State was till lagging much behind
in  this respect.

-15.1.1. During 1981-82 (July, 1981 to
June, 1982) a total of 55 new bank offces
were opened in the State, of which 39
offices were oOpened at whitherto unbanked
centres. ‘The total number of new offices
opened during the corresponding period
of the previous vear was 41. At the erd
of March, 1982 the rurzl areas of the State
had as many as 306 bank offices which

_ constituted nearly 54 per. cent of the total.

‘the following table shows the growth of
bank offices in Assan and the country as

~a whole over the period 1969 to 1982.

TABLE—15.1

Growth of bank offices and population covered per bank office in Assam in India

Year Number of bank offices Population psr bank office

(As on June) (in thousand)
Assam India ~Assam g India
1 2 4 5
1969 74 8262 188 65
1975 214 18730 68 29
1976 263 21220 56 26
1977 354 24802 41 22
1978 414 28016 ’ 35 20
1979 446 30202 33 18
1980 466 32419 31 17
1981 507 35707 39 19
1982 562

39180 - - 35 17

Note —The average population per bamk office is btased on ;

(1) 1961 Gensus for June, 1969
(2) 1971 Gensus from June,
(3) 1981 Census for June, 1981

1975_to June,
ana June,

1980
1982

(4) Projected population of 1981 for June, 1981 and June, 1982 in case of Assam,

Source: —various
(R.B.L.).

issues of “Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India”
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15.1.2. The new Branch Licensing Policy.
aunouced by the R.B.I. for the three year
period April 1982 to March 1985 aimed.
t0 actieve bv ena March 1985 one kank
office on an average for a population of
17 thousand in the rural and semi urban
areas Of the country on the basis of the
1981 ceusus. Sfince Assam is a relativety
wvnaer barked state, the new policy will find
en-ough scope in the State. It s ex-
pected that as a result of the implement-
ation of the above policy; substantial num-
ber of new bank oOffices will come up 10
the State iu uear future. o

Growth of deposit and deployment of credit :

-15.2.0 Gousequemt upon rapid expan-
‘sion in banking facilities over the past few
years, the voOlume of deposits with and
deploymeat Of credit by scheduled cOomm-
ercial banks of the State also continea tO

TABLE—No.152

Deposits and Advances of Schedule Commercial Banks in Assam

- . record encouraging trend. For instauee,

“ercial banks of the State over thec past fey,

. table. :

the deposits with the scheduled commer.
cial ‘banks:which was merely Ks. 37 cro.
res in December 1970 vent un to Rs. 124
crores in Decemr ber- 1975,to0 Rs. - 350 croi
res in December 1980 and then to Rg
4406 . crores- in March 1982. Similarly de:
ployment of credit by these banks algg]
grewfrom just Rs. 16 crores in December 1979
to Rs.56 crors in December 1975, to Rs.187
rores in December1980 and further to Rs.208
crores inMarch 1982. The district wise posig
ion as 0.1 Marcbk 1982 may be seen at the ta.
ble at Appendix XXIX. Between December
1980 and march 1982, the volume of aeposjg
with the banks cisployed a rise of as much
as 27.4 per cent while the rise in the deg:
loyment of- credit over the same perigg
was only 11.8 per ‘cent. - The trend gff
deposits aud credits of scheauled com .

-ycars may be observed from the followiﬁg

Year No- of officers (Ro. Fororen) (RS Troces)
1 2 3 4
" 1970 ( December ) 111 (% 37.17 (%) 15.78:
T1975( . ) 241 123.78 55.9p
1976 (. ) 339 165.39 82.01.
1977 ( n ) 386 212,92 92.48-
1978( w ) 437 256.56 115,77 |
1979(¢  , ) 465 31237 130.33 - |
1980( , ) 491 350.29 186.67 -
1982 ( March ) 549 445.73 - 258.94 .
*—Including Mizoram ‘
Source :—(1) <“Banking Statistics, Basic Statistical

(2) Statistal
(3) Banaking

tables

Relating to Banks in India, 1979 (RBI)

Statistics. monthly Return on Aggregate Deposits
- Bank credit March 1982 (RBI).

Return” December, 1980 (R.B.I.y |

and Gros&i
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15.2.1. Although nearly 54 per cent
of the State’s total bank offices are loca-
ted in rural areas. tte share of these offices
in the aggregate depOsits and gross bank
credit have been found to be very poor
being only Rs. 86 crores ( or 19.3 p.c.) and
Rs. 41 crores (or 19.6 p.c.) respectively as
on Marck 1982. Sofar as credit deposit
ratios of the scheduled commercial benks
including regioral rural banks) are conce-
rned, Assam Presents a very disquieting
picture as evident from data available up-
to June 1983.

It was only 45.4 percent in Assam as agai=
nst 66.6 per cent for the country as a
whole. In respect Of credit deposit’ ratios
of rural branches, the proportion was even
much lower at 37.7 per cent- compared
with 57.7 per cenit at all India level. The
table at Appendix XXX shows State wise cre-
dit deposit ratios.(as on Junc 1981) as:well as
the number -of ban& offices and: population
covered per pank office (as on June 1982).

15.2.2. An analysis of sectoral deplo-
yment of credit in the State, as available; ;
upto December 1980, reveal the preponder-
ance of -industry sector. in. - sharing bank- .-
credit. Out of the tOta§ outstanding pank .
credit of Rs. 225 crores in  December,1980
this sector alone shared about Rs. 105
crores (or 46.5  per cent).  Agricul-
tural sector with an outstanding credit of
g-50 crores ( Or 22.4 per cent) occupied-.
the next position. T1he share of other sec-—
tors were as follows: Trade (17.5 per cent),
Transport operators (5.0 per cent); personal,
and Professional services (2.1 per cent)
personal loans, including
aurables - (2.4 per cent) and all others (4. -
.3 per cent). o

;. the enda of 1975-76 aua tten to 78¢

consumer -

..~ private limited) in

15.2.3. As far as the share of adva-
nces 10 priority sectors is concernea, data
1s available in respect Of public sector banks
only. As on June 1969 the share of this
sector in public sector bank credit Wwas
only 10.3 per cent in the State which, how-

-ever, went up to a comfortable level of
46.1 per cent in June 1981. At all India
level, it rose from 14.9 per cent to 36.6
per cent over the same period.

- Regional Rural Banks:

15.3.0. Assem has now 5 regional ru-
ral banks covering 21l the ten districts of
the State. Till March 1982 the 1egional
‘rural - banks had a toter of 89 bpranche:
.located in rural and semi urban areas of
- the State as- against 63 branches in June
. 1981." 1he volume of deposits with and
credit by these’ banks stood at Rs. 7.21
- crores and Rs. 4.00 crores respectively: ‘in
- March’ 1982 as against Rs. 2.18: crores and
' ,}29%0143; crores respectively in /- December

“-Joint Stock Companies :
* 15:4.0.7 There hds been di'slow but
- steady growth in the number of joint stock
cOmpanies in Assam oOver the past few
years. At the end of 1970-71 a total of
423 joint stock companies ‘were at work
in the State which rose steadily to 635 at
at
the end of 1981-82. Out of 789 joint stock
~cOmpanies at work at the end of 1981-82,
124 were pubhc .limited . compames and
_the rest 665 were Private limited compani-
_es. Table below shows the growth of joint
“stock companies (both public limited ard
the State over the past

. few  years.
TABLE - 153. .
Growth of Joint ftock Co mpaniesin Assam
Year Public limited - Private limited Total
1 2 3 s
1970-7! . 9% - 327 423
1975.76 ©107 528 635




60.

1 2 3 4
1976-77 115 543 658
1977-78 123 566 689
1578-79 124 586 710
1979-80(P) 116 592 708
1980-81 123 632 755
1981-82 124 665 789

(P)— Provisional

Source :—Registrar of Companies, Government of India, Shillong

15.4.1. A total of 37 new joint stock
compaitiies were registered in the State
during_1981-82, of which 2 were publc
limited companies and 35 were pri-
vate limited compames. Total authorised
ana paid-up capital of tke companies reg-
astered during 1981-82 (public and private

limited together! amounted to Rs. 838
lakhs and Rs. 1.67 lakh respectively. The
following table shows the authorised and
paid-up capital of the companies registerea
m Assam during 1980-81 ana 1981-82.

TABLE 154
Authorisea and paid-up capital of comp-anies registered in Assam during
1980-81 and 1981-82
Head During
1980-81 1981-82
1 2 3
1. Authorised capital
(a) Public limited 699.0 7.0
~(b) Private limited 476.5 831.0
Sub-total 1175.5 838.0
2. Paid-up capital
(a) Public limited 1n9.5 0.6
(b) Private limited 99.8 . 1.1
Sub-total 209.3 1.7

——

Source :—Registrar of Gompanies, Government of India, Shillong.
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Procurcmeni of Paddy :

15.5.0 Till the Kharif year 1981-82
the task Of procurement of paddy in the
State was entrusted with both the Assam
State Coo-Operative Marketing and Corsu-
1r €IS Federation (STATFED) and the Food
Corporation of India (ECI). However,
during the kharif scason 1982-83 the State
Government decided to procure paddy/
rice through STATFED both under price

Table

Procurement of Paddy

support measure as well as under levy sch-
eme on millers. The procurement price
of paddy fixed for the year was Rs. 122
per quintal for common variety, Rs. 126
for fine and Rs. 130 for superfine varieties.
Upto February 1983 of the current kharif
year, a total of 3.03 lakh quintals of paddy
and 491 quintals of rice were procured in
the State by the STATFED. Table beiow
shows the volumc of paddy procured in
Assam over tbe past five year.

10:

i Assam

_ Khari_l" Year Paddy procured(in lakh quintals)
. C—— S
1978-79 50
1979-80 48
1980-81 3.9
1981-82(upto 20th January/82) 55
1982-83(upto February/83) 3.0

Source :—(i) STALTFED and FCI

(ii) Directorate of Food and Civil Supplies,

Public distribution system and supply pos-
jtion of essential commodities :

15.6.0 "Lhe need for an cffective public
distribution system is very vital for a state
like Assam since the State depends heavily
on outside sources for supply of a large
number of csscntl_al gOmmOdltles. an exis-
ting public distribution system was intro-
duced into the State in August 1975 and
thenceforth essential commodities like rice,
wheat products, levy sugar, salt, .controlled_
cloth etc. continued t0 be supplied to the
consumers in rural and urban areas thro-
" ugh a wide net work ofdistribution centres.
At present 665 GPSS with 15821 retail

Assam

outlets in the rural areas of tte plains dis-
tricts, 17 whole-sale co-operative sOcieties,
130 consumer’s coO-Operative stOres and
9196 fair price shops in the urban arcas
and 21 LAMPS with 349 retail outlets ip
{he hill areas are assOclated Wwith the
distribution Of thq _above commodities ip
the State. In addition tO the above, the
STATFFD through its 145 retail outletg
spread throughout the State, 1s alsC} engaged
in the distribution .Of many essential commm.-
odities. The following table shows data on
release of rice and wheat for public dis-
tripution system and Pther ( civil) in Assam
by FCI and STATFFD over the past fey

YCaI'S.
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TABLE—- 156

Release of rice and wheat i r publie distribution system.

(in thousand tonnes)

= _Yga_r Rice Wieat
B 2 3
1976 91°5 .04
1977 94-1 560
1978 132:9 558
1979 1910 1342
1980 [
1981 1 2324 2263
1982 i B _

Sources— Directorate of Food & Civil Supplics, Assam.

15.6.1. The gross allotment of rice and
wheat from the central pool to the State
during 1982 (January t0 December) were
3.65 lakh tounes and 2.57 lakh tonnes res-
pectively agaifist which the actual delivery
by the FCI in Assam were of the order
of 2.42 lakh tonnes (or 66 p.c.) and 2.20
lakh tonnes (or 860.c.) respectively. However,
as against the State’s requirement, the all-
ocations made fromr the central pool were
not adequate as these fell .shOrt by r-abom;
20 per cent in respect of rice and 45 per
cent in respect of wheat. Since June 1982,
the moantbly allocation of rice to the State
was further reduced by about 50 per cent
which subsequently caused some disloca-
tions i its regular supply through public
distribution system. Lhe allocation of levy
sugar from the central pool during the year
was 96 thousand tonnes for the State but
the actual delivery by the FCI was ..85
thousaud tonnes. However, the availability
position of levy free sugar in the State was
more or less satisfactory and was sold at
a price around Bs.5 per kg. In respectof
salt, pulses, edible oils and kerosine o0il,
the availability position was by and lzltrgc
satisfactory. 1he supply position of hevy
cement continued to be “critical throughout

ufficient allocation from

. : e to 1ms
?ﬁg }églveft;lment of India. However, in
respect of mon-levy cement the supply posi-
tion was more or less COmel‘téblf‘_ aud was
sold at a price around Rs. 65 per bag.

15.6.2. In order to ensure regular sup-
ply of essential commodities, as well ag

, |

to check malpractices by traders, the State
Government have undertaken a number of
remredial measures. 1hese include strict
enforcement of the existing control orders,
display of stock position and prices by tra-
ders, regular review of the availability and
supply position of essential commodities
etc. During 1982, two new control orders
viz. the Assam Irade Articles (1&C) order,
1982 and the Assan Public Distribution
of Articles Order, 1982 were promulgated
in the State so as to curb down the acti-
vities of unscrupulous traders.

Small Savings:—

15.7.0. Assam has shown encouraging pro-
gress in the field of mobilisation of small
savings as evident from its performance over
the past few years. During 1970-71, the
net collection of small savings in the State
was only Rs. 6.5 crores which ipcreased
t0 Rs. 34.4 crores in 1980-81 and further
t0 Rs. 38.6 crores i1 1981-82. The per-
formance during 1982-83 was however not
upto expectations as the net collection was
lower at Rs. 31.9 crores (approx) as against
the envisaged target of Rs. 43 crores for
the year. Nevertheless, the gross collection
of small savings during the year was higher
at Rs. 95.5 crores (approx) compared with
Rs. 87.4 ciores in the year 1981-82. Table
15.7 shows the trend” in the growth of
small savings collection (both gross and
net) in Assam as well as the net target
over the past few years.
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TABLE 15.7

Collection of Small Savings in Assam

(Rs.crores)

Year Gross Net Net target

(1) (2) (3) —1%
1970-71 22.64 6.55
1975-76 34,16 10.55
1978-79 57.42 22.80 21.00
1979-80 95.95 24.46 25.00
1980-81 68.29 34 .40 30.00
1981-82 87.39 38.61 35.00
1982-83 95.48 () 31.94(x) 42.00

(x) Approximate.
Source :— Regional Director, National Savings, Government of India,

Assam Region,

15.7.1. An analysis of different modes
of small savings collection in the State rev-
cal the increasing preference of inves-
tors in favour of savings under Post Office
Time Deposit wich alone account for more
than 80 per cent of the total codection.
The total net collevtion under the mode
of savings amounted to Ks. 31.57 crores
during 1981-82 as against Ks.28.2 crores
auring 1980-81 ana Ks. 25.1 crores during
1979-80. It respect of other important i odes
of savings, the net collection under NSC
vI Issue (Rs. 7.8. crores) and NSG II Iss-
ue (Rs.6.8 erores) oOccupica respectively
the seecond and third position during 1981
82. The table at Appendix XXXI shows

Guwahati.

the gross and net collection of small savi-
ngs in Assam by type during 1981-82 as well
as during tke the montk of March, 1982.

Life InsurancellEL 7

15.8.0. The area of operation of Guwabati
Divisional Office of the Life Insurance Co-
rporation of India ( LIC) extends tO all
the five States and two union territOries
of the North Eastern Region. The perfor-
mance of the Corporation in respect of bus-
iness introduced and business completed
in the region for the year 1982-83 as well as
for the preceding few years may be obser-
ved from the table given below.
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TABLE 15.8

Business Performance of the Guwahati Division of Life Insurance Corporation of India

(Amount in Rs. Crores)

Business introduced Business completed
Year No. of - Sums No. of —_éums
proposals proposed Policies assured

1 2 3 4 4
1975-76 56,53.2 44-83 55,417 43-50
1978-79 54,996 5589 54,360 54-72
1979-80 51,754 5838 50,822 57-01
1980-81 38,168 49-58 37,353 4770
1981-82 39,910 59'85 39,186 5837
1982-83 37,400 62-67 36,858 60-81

Source :—Divisional Manager, LIC, Guwahati Divisional office.

15.8.1. The LIC is also playing a praise- to State Electricity Board, State

worthy role in respect Of investwrent and  Electricity Board Government housing

credit in the State. Almost every year a schemes, State Road Transport CGorporation

sizeable amount is invested by the Corpor- etc. The table below shows the volume

ation in tbe State Covernment securities, of investment and Cedit of the Guwahati

Flectriuity Board Bonds, Financial Gorporati- Division of LIC in Assam under different

ons’ shares/bonds etc., besides issuing loans heads as stood at the end of March, 1982.
TABLE 15.9

Investment of the Life Insurance Corporation in Assam (as on 5lst March, 1982)

Heaa Amount in Rs. Lakhs
{1) - )
Investment:—
1) State Government Securities 9159-75
2) Land Dev. Bank Debentures 18. 99

8) Electricity Board Bonds 2382.39
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1 2
4) Tinancial Corporation:
(a) Shares 9.50
(n) Bonds 120.40
Loans to:—
1) State Electricity Board 221762
2) State Government for Housing schemes 503,55
3) Municipal Committees for water supply Schemes 140.00
4) State Road Transport Corporaticn 435.00
5) Joint Stock companies 238.00
83.83

6) Debentures and shares of Joint stock companies

Source:—Divisional Manager, LIC, Guwahati Divisional Office.

State Government participation im the shares
-of Corporations, Co-operative ete :—

15.9.0. Every year a sizeable amount
is invested by the Governwent of Assam
in the shares of Statutory Corporations,
Co-operative Institutions, Joint Stock com-
panies etc. The total amount of such inve
estment stood at Rs.60.45 crores at the end

of 1981-82 as against Rs. 36.41 crores ag
the end of 1980-81. An idea about the dis~
tribution of these investments in the shareg
of wvarious statutory Gorporations/C0-0pe-
rative Institutions/Joint Stock compznies
etc., as available upto the ena of 1981-8z,
may be had from the table given below.
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[ TABLE 15.10

, Investment by the Government of Assam (Upto tbe end eof 1981-82)

~ Name of Corgorations / Lustitutions /| Cou panies Amount investcd;.%
(Rs.lakhs)

1 2

1. State Transgort Corporation 843.25
2. Assar Idustrial Develogment Corporation 559.0N
3. Assawr. Plantation Crops Development Corporation 358.76
4. The Assam, Gas Company Limited 350,77
5. Asbok paper Mills Ltd. ' 381.29
6. Assam Teé Corporation Ltd. 162.63
7. The Indian Refineries Litd. A 94,04
8. Assam Spun Silk Mills Ltd. ' 81.67
9, Assané Co-operative Apex Bank Lta. ’ 72%.63
10. Processing Co-operatives 293.06
11. Warchousing and Marketing Co-operatives ‘ 195.35.

12. Ass?;m Co-operative Sugar Mills Lta. (including the Uttar Assam Samabay 180.12° .
Chenikol Ltd. and other Co-Operative sugar mills) :

13. Assam Co-operative Jute Mills (including other industrial Co-Operatives) 174.76
14. Other Corporations/Institutions/Companes ctc. ~ 1736.5;
Grand total 6044..84

Source : - Finance Department, Govt. of Assam (Quoted from the “Assam Gazette, Extraordinary”,
August 1, 1983) '
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CHAPTER

XVI (A)

PUBLIC FINANCE

16.1.0. The Goverrnment budget is an
wstrement  which 1cflects, 1 general, the
totality of «fforts on the part ol the State

10 discharge its adinimstrative, social and
economic responsibilitics. In the follomng
paragraphs details of receipts and expen-

diture of the Geoverrment of Assam are
presented  for the past few years.

Assam  Governwent budget —

16.2.0 Appendix XXXII shows the total
receipts and expenditure under revenuc
and capital accounts together with resul-
tant surpluses and deficits under the con-
solidated Tund from the year 1877-78
{0 1982-83 (BE). thc total receipts of Assam
Government under consolidated Fund which
rosc from Rs. 351.3 crores in 1977-78 to
Rs. 911.5 crores in 1981-82 (RE) decreas-
ed marginally to Rs. 910.0 crorvesin 1982-
83 (BE). It 1s seen ihat the receipt has
siopificantly incrcased by Rs. 388.6 crores
iﬂh' 1980-81 over the previous year. This
sudden rise in the receipt is attributable
1o the rise in receipt under both revenue
and capital account. The risc in receipt
under revenuc account 10 the tune of Rs.
166.9 crores over the year 1979-80 ie. from
Rs. 269.3 crores in 1979-80 to Rs. 436-2
crores 1 1980-81 15 mamly due to the inc-
reasc in non-tax revenue (State) which rose
from Rs. 43.7 crores in 1979-80 to Rs.
969.5 crores in 1980-61. Ana the risc 1n
receipt under capital account to the _tune
of Rs. 221.7 crores over the year 1979-80
mainly as a result of increase in receipt
of public dcbt which comprises loans
and advamces from  the Ceht‘ral Govern-
ment and Internal debtof the State Govern-
ment. The public debt increased from Rs,

117.1 crores 1w 1979-80 to Ks. 539.8
crores 1 1980-81.
16.2.1. The total expenaiture under

the consolidated Fund which rose from Rs.
362.4 crores in 1977-78 to Rs. 967.5 crores
in 1981-82 (RE) declined to Rs. 931.8
crores in 1982-83 (BE) . It is seen that

the expenditure has significantly imcre-
ased by KRs. 4354 crores in 1980-81 over
the previous year. This sudaem rise in the
expenditure 1s atuributable t0 the rise iu
expenditure Unacr capital account to the
tune of Ks. 401.3 orores over the vyear 1979-
80 mainly ag a result of mncrease 1n public
debt. ‘1be ,5yblic debt inercased fromjfRs.
42.6 crores in 1979-80 t0 Rs. 427.6 crores
in 19800L. The expenditurc under revenue
account Ihd gone up gradually from Ks.
251.0 crorgs in 1977-78 10 Ks. 456.5 .crores
in 1962-8% (BE) showing a rise of 82 per-
ceut during the period of five years.
! B
16.2.2. The sources of revenue of the
State Government comprisc the share of
central taxes, State taxes, non-tax revenue and
grants-in-aid from the Central Government
(Appendix XXXIII). 1he share of central
taxes. which rose from Ks. 46.9 croresin 1977-

78 to Rs.88. crores in 1979-80 declined to
t0 Rs. 52.0 crores in 1980-81 but again
rose to 85.9 crores in 1981-82 (BE) ang

further to Rs. 97.2 crores in 1982-83 (BE).
As pércentage of central taxes which was
17 per cent in 1977-78 increased to 33
per cent by 1979-80, but declined to 12
per cent 1 1930-81, it.again recovered
to arouuad 23 per cent in each of the
year 1981-82 (RE) and 1982-83 (BE):

16.9.3. ‘1he State tax revenue which
increased from Rs. 78.6 crores in 1977-78
t0o Rs. 88.6 crores in 1978-79 decreasea to
72.1 crores in 1979-80. The reason for
decrease during the year is mainly due to
fall in the revenue from Agricultural In.
come tax. The tax consistantly Increased
to Rs. 128.9 crores in 1982-63 (BE) from
the year 1979-80. The share of revenue
from state taxes to total revenue declined
continously from 29 per Cent in 1977.78
to 18 per cent in 1980-81 after which peri-
od there was a moderate recovery Of 32
per cent in 1981-82 (BE) and 30 per
cent in 1982 (BE).




16.2.4-. % sThe non-tax i aevenue

te) which decreased from Rs. 47.0 crores
i(zta]9)77-78 to Rs. 43.7 crores 1 1979-80
increased significantly to Rs. 262.4 crores
in 1980-81l. It then declined t0O Rs. :)6:7
crores in 1981-82 (RE) and then again
increased to Rs. 61.2 crores 111 1982-83
(BE). The marked increasc in the non-tax
revenue in 1980-81 is attrlbutablq to the
rise in miscellaneous general services from
Rs. 16.4 lakhs in 1979-80 to Rs. 237.6 cro-
res in 1980-81. The percentage share 'of
non-tax revenue to total revenue varied
un evenly from 14 to 16. per cent except
in 1980-81 during the period under review.

16.2.5 The receipt under grants-in-aid

m Rs. 104.3 crores im 1977-

anﬁ) dROswn *Llf.ré) crores in 1980-81 and then
chreascd t0 Rs. 144.3 crores in 1982-83
BE). The proportion of revenue ﬁ‘Om- gra-
: in-aid to total revenue after attaining
ﬂtsl-evcl of 40 per cent in 1978-79 declined
z} mare L0 percent in 1980-81, but there
a5 aa moderate recovery of 29 per Gent
;Zaslggl-B:Z (RE) and 33 per cent in 1982-

83 (BE).

. Out of the total budget pro-
1 '0}16;;2{:61%5.0931.8 crores for the year 1982-
83, the expenditure under state plan sch-
83, ' amournted to Rs. 1.32.2_ crores
emel dine opuplic sector contribution). In
(Cxc,l.l A géo ‘this state plan outlay, Rs. 12.5
addlth had been provided for special Hill
crores Rs. 3.7 crores for Tribal sub-
plan = Rs. 1.2 crore for schedule
plan 3“& ch were to be fully financed by
castes W 21 Government. The budget also
:ﬁhe Gegtr rovision for centrally sponsored
include U_Ir:l sector plan schemes for which
a]l;ld c;?;‘:trafl assistannce was be of the order
the

of Rs. 49 4 crores.

Economic and Functional Classification
of Assam Government budget:—

The impact of Government
operations On generation of
d capital formation and the pur-
hich Government activities are

16.3.0.
pudgetary
gavings arfl
pose for w
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carried on are not directly discernible from
the budget documents placed in the Degislas=
tve Assenbly.  The  budgetary trans-
actions are, therefore, to pe reclassified and
regrouped under cconomically significant
Categories as well as functions. Some of the
major findings of Economic and Funciional
Classification of Assam Government Buaget,
1982-83 as prepared by the Dircctorate
of Economics aingq Statistics, Assam arc pre-

sented in the following paragraphs. It may
be noted that similiar  classification  for
the acmal year 1980-81 1is not presen-

ted hei_"c alOIlgWith the bl]dgf’.t(‘d year 1982-
83 as it was not prepared due to non ava-

ilabllity of detajls of expenditure 1n the
budget documents.

Economac classification :—

. 16.4.0. The total expenditure of  the
~late  Government (Appendix XXNXIV)
cxCluding Opcrating expenses of depart-

mental commercial undertakings and repay-
Jene of public debts aud loans increased
from Rs. 527.7" crores in 1981-82 (RE) to
Rs. 599.4 crores in 1982-83 (BE). Out of
the (otal expenditure of Rs. 5994 crores
budgetediin. 1982.83, Rs, 417.1 crores OF
dbout 70 per cent constitutes fina! outlay

Assam  Government, The expenditure
represents State Government direGt dem-
and  for goods and, services for consum ption
and capital formation. The gross Capital
formation of the State Government is of
Rs. 100.2 crores in 1982-83 (BE) as aga-
Inst Rs. 85.5 crores in 198-82 (RE). The
rest of the expenditure amounting 10 Ks.
182.3 crores or about 30 perceilt accoull-
ted for disbursement by way of transfe¥
bayments, financial investments and loans
to the rest of the eGonomy that are in-
tended to supplement current and capital
reCepits of other seCtors.

16.4.1. The State Government also
provides financial assistance to the rest of
the economy for capital formation through
grants, loans ana ipvestirents in Sha.ljfzs.
‘Lhe sum totel of such assistanice (Appendix
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XXXV were Rs. 62.8 crores in 1981-82
(RE) and Rs. 72.4 crores in 1982-83 (BE).
Thus, the State Government in total pro-
vided Es. 172.6 crores towards capital for-
mation out of its budgetary resources during
1982-83 (BE) as against Rs. 148.5 crores
in 1981-82(RE) (Appendix XXXVI,.

16.4.2. The .r.Hep ;:5aving . 0f_cithe
Governme.t of Assam has been estimated
at (-) Rs. 48.1 crores in 1982-83 (BE) as
comparcd with (-) Rs. 51.4 crores in 1981-
82 (RE) (Appendix-XXXVII).

16.4.3. The magnitude 0Of generation
of imcome by the State GoOverument can
also be had from thbe findings of the eco-
nomic classification (Appeidix XXX vIII).
It will, thus, bc seen that the total incomre
generated by the State Government dur-
ing the revised year 1981-82 and budgeted
year 1982-83 were Rs. _198.5 crores  and
Rs. 230.2 crores respectively.

Functional  Classification

- 1650 The' functiorial ' elagsification
is disigned to group the expendituie of
Assam  Government Budget according to
the purpose for which it is spent. For fun-
ctional classification wider nine major groups
(Appenaix XX XIX ). Functionwise, after the
other purposes the Economic  Services with
an ‘cxpenditure. of R§. 244.5 crores or 27
per: cent: {0 total expenditure during 1982-
83  (BE) occupied the second Place. In the
Previous | year:also this  group ~occupied
the 'second . place with an  expenditure of
about 24 per cent to the total expenditure
during - 1v¥81-82, (RE). ‘During the year
1982-83 ' (BE) the expenditure on General
Services ‘and Education Occupied - Téspec-
tively the third- and- fourth places. @ As
percentages to. (total ‘expenditure,’ these
two services © remained = around 14 ‘per
cent during the year 1982-83 (BE).
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CHAPTER XVI (B)

MAHKUMA PARISHAD AND GAOUN

16.6.0. The exasting system of Assam
Panchayati Kzaj Lastitution is a two-tier,
oite comsisting of Malkuma Parishasd at
the sub-divisional level and the other Gaon
Panctayats at the village level. There are
20 Mahkuma Parishaas and 714 Gaon
Panchayats covering all the plains districts
of Assam. In accordance with Assam Pan-
chayati Raj Act 1972, _these institutions
are with certain ﬁnanm.al and executive
powers towards demoOcratic decentralisation
of administration and development fun-
ctions. As per provisions of the Act, both
Mahkumra Parishads and Gaon Panchz_tya‘ts
can levy certain taxes, cess, fees etc. within
their respective jurisdictions. Further, they
also get annual allotmrent of funds and
granits from the State Government and
Tocal Authority (in the case of Gaon Pan-
chayats). As per the Act all the Mabkgma
narishads and Gaon Panchayats are required
to prepare annual budget estimates.

16.6.1. The Directorate of Economics
tisti : naertaken annu-

and Statistics, Assam has u A
al studies of the budgets Of Mahkuma
parishads and Gaon panchayats for an ove-

cnt heir financial position
all assesment of their 1ci
1z”md functioning- Ap_pendm KXEXT
shows summary pictures respec-
tively of 20 Mahkuma parishads and 603
re b}rting Gaon Panchayats for the years
19@7-78 (actual), 1978-79 (revised), aud
1979-80 (budget estimates).
16.6.2 The total receipts  (including

- Lalance) of the Mahkuma parishad
Opeaing, bE1 sources has gone up. from
Rs. 720.2 lakhs in 1977-78 0 Rs. 750.0
lalk.hs in 1978-79 and then furthcr_ to Rag.
g14.,5 lakhs 1n 1979-80. The receipts from
gub:divisional rural development fund and
other government grant together amounted
?0 Rs. 295.7 lakhs ia 19779-80 as against
Rs. 266.3 lakhs in 1978-79 and Rs. 249.1
lakhs in 1977-78. It thus been that more
tban one tbird of totar recepts of the
MPS are derived from  externat  sOurces

PANGHAYA'I' BUDGETS
such as government grants, rural funds
etc. Anot_her external source is the funds
received in respect of transferred scheme

which has gone up from Rs. 132.7 lakhs in
1977-78 to Rs. 141.9 lakhs in 1978-79 and
then further to Rs. 143,9 lakhs in 1979-80.
The total receipts of the MPs from their
own sources such as taxes, sale procceds
and other receipts were only Rs.273.7 1akhs
in 1979-80, Rs. 206.4 lakhs in 1978-79 and
Rs. 205.2 lakhs in 1977-78. The opening
balances of the MPs stood at Rs. 127. 2
lakhs in 1977-78, Rs. 129.9 lakhs in 1978-
79 aund Rs. 92.9 lakhs in 1979-80.

. 16.6.3. The total expenditure (exclu-
ding closing balances) of MPs has risen
gradually from Rs. 590.3 lakhs in 1977-78
to Bs. 657.11akhs in 1978-79 and then to
Rs. 777.5 lakhs in 1979-80. The cxpendi-
ture under salary, wages, pension, gratu-
ity and travelling allowances toge-
ther amounted to Rs. 220.5 lakhs in 1979-
80 as against Rs. 223.i lakhs in 1978-79
and Rs. 215.7 lakhs im 1977-73. Fxpen-
diture under these items thus remained
less then one third of the total
expenditure during all these years. The
expenditure under major and minor works
has goue up from Rs. 154.7 lahks in 1977-78
to Ks.172.7 lakhs in 1978-79 and further
to Rs.222.4 lakhs 10 1979-80. Expendi-
turc in respect of transferred scheme cte.
have increased from Rs.123.7 lakhs in
1977-78 to Rs. 153.5 lakhs in 1978-7° then
further to Rs. 189.0 lakhs in 1979-80. The
payments made for interest, divident, rent,
rates and taxes arc however, necgligible.

16.6.4. The study in respect of bud-
gets of 603 reporting Gaon  panchayats
(GPs) reyeal that the total receipts of GP
from different sources increased from Rs.
215.1 lakhs in 1977-78 to Rs. 268.9 lakhs
in 1978-79 and further to Rs. 363.4 lakhs
in 1979-80. During the budgeted year 1979-
80 the receipts from  sub-divisional rural
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development fund, sums assigned by MP,
local authority and private individuals tog-
ether amrounted to Rs. 228.1 lakhs as com-
pared with Rs. 169.5 lakhs in 1978-79 and
Rs. 127.4 lakhs in 1977-78. The receipts
from their own sources of the GP comp-
rising taxes, sale proceeds and othe rece-
ipts has gone up gradually from Rs. 41.1
lakhs in 1977-78 to Rs. 70.2 lakhs in 1978-
79 and further to Rs. 103.5 lakhsin 1979-
80.

16.6.5. On the expeuditure side, the
total expenditure of GP stands at Rs. 334.
3 lakhs in 1979-80 as against RKs. 240.5
lakhs inn 1978-79 and XRs. 188.3 lakhs in
1977-78 (excuding closing balances). The
expenditure made towardas salary, wages,

pension, gratuity and travelling allowances
together has risen from Rs. 98.5 lakhs in
1977-78 to Rs. 121.5 lakhs in 1978-79 and
further to Rs. 175.5 lakhs in 1979-80.
Expenditure under these items remained
around 46 per cent of the total expendi-
ture during all the three years. The exp-
erditure under major and minor works
has gone up from Rs. 61.2 lakhs in 1977-78
to Rs. 87.8 lakhs in 1978-79 and further
to Rs. 109.4 lakhs in 1979-80: The expen-
diture incurred by panchayats for office
expenses, machinery equipments, tools, pla-
nts, vehicles and other charges taken toge-
ther amounted to Rs. 47.0 lakhs in 1976-
80 as against Rs. 30.3 lakhs in 1978-79
and Rs. 28.0 lakhs in 1977-78.
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APPENDIX—I1

SCHEDULED CASTE AND SCHEDULED TRIBE POPULATION IN
ASSAM BY DISTRICT, 1971.

o —

District Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe
Total popula- P.C. to Growth P.C. of Total popu- P.C. to  Growth P.C. of
tion in 1971  district over literacy lation district over Literacy
total. 1961(p.c.) 1971 total 1961(p.c.)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Goalpara 1,20,006 5.39 53.61 2045 3,08,287 13.85 36.12 23.02
2. Kamrup 1,64,762 dult 39.26 22.04 3,98.090 10.44 34,04 19.02
3. Darrang - 77,104 4.44 22.80 23.17 1,85,640 10.69 32.32 16.74
4, Nagaon 1,67,263 9.95 64.96 27.21 1,25,115 7.44 42,93 21.52%
5. Sibsagar 86,120 4.69 8.39 33.25 1,25,311 6.82 30.53 22.90
6. Lakhimpur 41,089 5.77{ 0.67(*) 28.82(*%) 2,04,811 28.78 | 71.93(%) 33.24(*)
7. Dibrugarh 36.700 2.60 | 81,489 5.77 f
8. Karbi Anglong 9,820 2.59 57.68 20.18 2,10,039 5537 24,93 14.68°
9. N. C. Hills 826 1.09 47.24 41.77 52,583 69.15 21.71 21.73%
10. Cachar 2,08,867 12.19 8.33 27.64 15,283 0.89 8.57 30.53
Assam 9,12,557 6.24(*) 24.75  25.79(**)  16,06,648  10.98(*%) 37.95  30.67(*+).

# Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh combined
=% P,C, to State’s total population
Source : Census of India, 1971,
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APPENDIX—II

DISTRICTWISE POPULATION, DECADE VARIATION, SEX RATIO AND LITERACY
RATE IN ASSAM, 1971.

District Population Percentage  Sex Ratio Liferacy

decade varia- (Female per Perceatage
Rural Urban Total tion 1961-71 1000 males)

1 2 3 4 5 6 74

1. Goalpara 20,52,809 1.72,294 22,25,103 +44.1 927 22.0
2, Kamrup 25,19,028 3,35,155 28,54,183 +-38.4 390 28.8
3. Darrang 16,32,445 1,03,743 17,36,188 +34.6 888 22.8
4. Nagaon 15,61,558 1.19,337 16,80,895 +38.8 899 28.9
3. Sibsagar 16,82,665 1,54,724 18.37,389 +21.8 886 36.6
6. Dibrugarh 11,83,589 2,27,530 14,11,119 | +35.7(*) 859 30.5
7. Lakhimpur 6,86,250 25,350 7,11,600 } 888 28.9
8. Cachar 15,77,626 1,35,692 17,13,318 +24.3 923 30.6
9. Karbi Anglong 3,69,110 10,200 3,79,310 -+-68.3 974 19.2

10. N. C. Hills 70,850 5,197 76,047 +40.0 841 273
Assam 133,35,930 12,89,222 146,25,152 +35.0 896 28.1

* Dibrugarh and Lakhimpur district combined.
Source :—Census of India, 1971.
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APPENDIX—III
POPWLATION, DENSITY PBER SQ. KM,, RATE OF GROWTH, LITERACIES AND SEX

RATIOS IN ASSAM, N.E. REGION AND INDIA, 1971.
State/Union Population (In lakhs) Density Literacy Sex Decadal
Territory. (Persons (P.C.) Ratio increase
Rural  Urban  Total Male  Female Persq. (Female of popul-
km.) per ation (i.e.
1,000 1971 over
males) 1961)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Assam 133.36 12.89 146.25 71.14 69.11 186 28.1 896 34.71
Manipur 9.31 1.42 10.73 542 5.31 48 329 980 37.53
Meghalaya 8.65 1.47 10.12 5.21 4.91 45 29.5 942 31.50
Nagaland 4.65 0.51 5.16 2.76 240 31 274 871 39.88
Tripura 13.94 1.62 15.56 8.01 7.55 149 31.0 943 36.28
Arunachal 4.50 0.17 4.67 251 2.16 6 11.3 861 38.91
Mizoram 295 0.37 3.32 1.71 1.61 16 53.5 946 24,93
Total
N.E. Region 177.36 18.45 195.82 102.76 93.05 74 29.01 942 35.03
India* 439045 1091.14 5481.60 284049 2641.11 167 2945 930 24.30

* Inciluding Sikkim.

Source :—Census of India, 1971.

Y
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APPENDIX—IV

NET STATE DOMESTIC PRODUCT AT FACTOR COST BY INDUSTRY OF ORIGIN AT CURRENT
AND CONSTANT (70-71) PRICES OF ASSAM DURING 1980-81 AND 1981-82.

(Rs. Crores)

Industry At current Prices At constant (70-71 Prices)

1980-81  1981-82 P.C.change 1980-81 1981-82 P.C.Change

(P) (Q)  in 1981-82 (P) (Q) in 1981-82
over 1980- over 1980-
81 81
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Agriculture 1298.6 1286.9 (—)0.9 643.6 605.3 (—)6.0
2. Forestry and logging 38.9 42.9 (--)10.3 10.7 7.8 (—)271
3. Fishing ) 61.7 75.5 (4+)22.4 25.7 26,3 +)2.3
4, Mining and quarrying 39.5 281.0 (4-)611.4 10.5 25.1 (4+)139.0
Sub-'fo_ml: Primary 1438.7 1686.3 (4)17.2 690.5 664.5 (—)3.8
5. Manufacturing 328.5 401.0 (-4)22.1 92.0 104.9 (4+)14.0
(i) Registered 262.4 326.8 (4-)24.5 51.9 61.2 (+)17.9
(i) Un-registered 66.1 742 - ()22 40.1 43.7 (4-)9.0
6. Construction 67.3 71.4 (--)6.1 26.2 26.1 (—)0.4
7. Electricity, Gas and water supply 13.2 2355 (4)78.0 4.1 5.4 (4-)31.7
" Sub-Tolal : Secondary 4090 4959  ()2L2 1223 1364 (H)IL5
8. Transport, Storage and Communi- 35.0 95.1 (119 39.5 39.8 (4-)0.8
cation.
(i) Railways : 31.6 379 (+)19.9 14.8 13.3 (—)10.1
(ii) Transport by other means and 43.7 410 )75 19.2 20.7 (+)7.8
storage.
(iii) Communication. 9.7 10.2 (--)5.1 3.5 5.8 (5.4
9. Trade, Hotel and Restaurent 206.4 2225 (+)7.8 104.7 1113 (1-)6.7
= Sub-Total :—Transport, Communi- 291.4 317.6 (-+)9.0 144.2 151.5 (+)5.1
cation and Trade
10. Banking and Insurance 25.6 26.7 (443 14.9 16.1 (+)8.0
11, Real estate, ownership of 20.6 23.5 (+-)14.1 16.0 17.7 (4)10.6
dwelling and business services.
Sub-Total :—Finance and Real 46.2 50.2 (4-)8.7 30.9 338 (+)9.4
estate.
12. Public Administration 77.1 93.9 (+)21.8 52.8 64.3 {(+)21.8
13. Other services 1354 154.5 (H)14.1 54.4 56.7 (4+)4.2
Sub-Total :—Community and 212.5 248.4 (-)16.9 107.2 121.0 (+)i2.9
Personal services.
14, Total Net Domestic product at 2397.8 2798.4 (4)16.7 1095.1 1107.2 (-+)1.1

factor cost.

(P) Provisional estimates ; (Q) Quick estimates
Source :—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.

-
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APPBNDIX—V

Net Domestic Product at Factor Cost by Industry of Origin[at constant (1970-71) Prices |

(Rs. crores)

|

{

Industry Group

1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79

1979-80 1980-81 1981.82

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1. Agriculture, Forestry and 492,2 513.9 3543.1 557.0 3544.6 6122 3851 629-4 6153 387.8 690.5 664.3
Logging, Yishing, Min-
ing and Quarring.

2. Manufacturing, construe- 108,66  113.7 1099 1¢9.0 111.1 1167 122.0 1322 1375 1285 122.3 136.4 .
tion, Electricity, gas and
water supply.

3. Transport, Storage, and 1017 104.4 - 112.0 111.8 1140 1215 127.1 1324 135.2 136.8  144.2 151.5.
communication, Trade,
Hotel and Restaurent,

4. Banking and Insurance, 152 160 169 175 183 192 232 262 283 282 309 338
geal ecstate and owner-
ship of dweling and
business services.

5. Public administration 53.7 59.1 62.5 70.6 73.8 69.0 747 89.5 87.8 101.0 107.2 12,0 »
and other services:

6. Net domestic Product 771.4 807.1 844.4 865.9 861.8 938.6 9321 1009.7 1004.1 982,3 1095.1 1107.2-
at factor cost.

7. Per capita (Rs.) 334.7 5435 551.6 5487 5297 559.4 5385 565.4 5449 5164 557.6 546.0:

.

——

(P) Provisienal (Q) Quick estimates

Source—Directorate of Economics and Statisties, Assam.
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APPENDIX—VI
PRODUCTION OF SOME IMPORTANT CROPS IN ASSAM

=

CROP Unit 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79(P) 1979-80(P) 1980-81(P) 1981-82(P) 1982-83(Q)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Rice Thousand 2067.0 2248.2 2172.3 1880.8 2522.8 2245.6  2579.80
tonnes
Wheat p 67.2 154 69.2 92.3 118.3 115.6 117.90
Maize S 10.6 12.6 13 13.3 13.4 11.6 122
Other cereals 2 8.6 8.6 4.3 4.3 4.1 4.1 4.0
All cereals = 2153.3 2344.8 22595 1990.7 2658.6 2376.9 2713.9
Total Pulses = 37.6 38.0 42.4 41.1 47.1 521 52.8
Total Food- = 2190.9 2382.8 2301.9 2031.8 2705.7 2429.0 2766.7
grains
Oil seeds (Exclu- - 61.3 69.9 94.3 104.7 111.8 1120 = N.A,
ding coconut).
FIBERS :—
Jute Thousand 711.4 554.7 299.0 885.3 912.6 9511 955.2
bales
Mesta o 49.0 43.7 47.9 2.4 48.8 51.7 51.0
Cotton i 1.8 1.8 2.0 1.8 2.0 2.0 1.8
MISCELLANEOUS
Sugarcane (gur)  Thousand 165.2 147.7 160.2 157.4 173.7 200.0 223.2
tonnes

Potato 5 133.3 129.0 176.8 188.6 2238 282.9 250.2
Sweet Potato * 313 30.5 28.1 28.2 33.2 31.9 315
Tobacco % 4.9 4.2 3.9 3.1 4.1 3.7 33

N.A. :(—Not available (P) :—Provisional estimates (Q) :—Quick estimates.

Source ;—Directorate of Economis and Statistics, Assam.
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APPENDIX—VII
AREA UNDER IMPORTANT CROPS IN ASSAM

(Area in thousand hectares)

Crops 1975-76  1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81(P) 1981-82(P) 1982-33(P)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Rice 2199.0 2219.3 22154 2241.3 2130.7 2275.0 2258.5 23,01,7
3. Wheat 48.5 61.0 65.8 68.1 82.3 102.2 102.3 105.3
3. Maize 18.9 18.8 21.4 22.8 22.7 22.6 19.1 20.2
4, Other cereals 22.5 17.6 18.4 8.8 8.7 8.4 8.1 3.1

and Millets

5. Total Cereals
and Millets

2288.9 2316.7 2321.0 2341.0 2244.4 2408.2 2388.0 2435.3

6. Total Pulses

94.4 94.6 99.7 103.5 102.6 113.1 117.2 126.4

7. Total Food-
Grains

2383.3 2411.3 2420.7 2444.5 2347.0 2521.3 2388.0 2561.7

8. Sugarcane
9. Potato
10. Tea

11. Jute

12. Rape and Mustard

13, All crops

40.0 45.7 46.0 47.9 47.4 48.1 49.1 494
26.4 27.8 31.4 34.8 36.2 28.2 40.8 43.3
188.8 189.3 190.6 192.4 193.5 200.6(P) N.A. N.A.

95.9 106.2 101.8 114.9 115.0 112.3 110.3 116.5
145.1 150.7 161.3 196.4 210.0 213.0 224.0 267.8
3176.5 3243.1 3269.2 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.

N.A.:—Not available (P) :—Provisional

Source ;(—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assame.
(ii) For tea “Tea Board of India”
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APPENDIX—VIII

( In kg. per hectare )

Crops 197576 1977-78  1978-79  1979-80(P)  1980-81(P)  1981-82(P)  1982-83(P)

s Eg 84 95 5§ 85 24

L R e P e e

1 2Ty 45 6 9] 8 5.0 jaa108 11 2 13 4 15

1, Rice 1038 1235 1042 1308 984 1328 896 1074 1126 1336 994 1346 1138 N.A,
2. Maize 579 1203 598 1051 601 1076 588 979 593 1160 607 1146 601 N.A.
3. Wheat 1200 1410 1154 1480 1015 1568 1122 1433 1158 1630 1130 1696 1119 N.A.
4, Gram 500 707 470 678 ‘471 744 4767 481 476 658 472 584  -47¢ N.A.
5. Tea 1393 1341 1541 1549 1344 1527 1413 1455 1499 1491 1521 1466 N.A, N.A
6. Total Pulscs 393 533 381 509 410 515 400 385 416 473 445 475 413 N.A.
7. All food grains 1007 944 1012 991 955 1022 878 876 N.A. 1023 N.A. 1033 N.A. N.A.
8. Jute 1385 1367 985 1210 1405 1317 1385 1310 1463 1247 1552 1479 1476 N.A.
9i Sugarcane (cane) 36849 50903 31489 56160 34621 50160 35698 N.A, 35833 N.A. 43564 N.A. 42053 N.A.
10. Rape and Mustard 405 580 400 460 437 525 455 411 481 487 458 545 N.A. NA.
11. Potato 5863 11738 4076 12228 5087 12555 5204 12152 5853 13113 6926 12866 5778 N.A.

(P)—Provisional

Source:— (i) Economic Survey, 1982-83,

Govt, of India.

() For ‘Tea’ Tea Board of India.

(iii) Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.

N.A.:—Not available
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APPENDIX—IX
DISTRICTWISE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLDINGS AND AREA IN ASSAM (1970-71 AND 1976-77)

District No. of holdings Total operated area Average size
(Thousand hectares) (hectares)
1970-71 1976-77 1970-71 1976-77 1970-71 1976-77

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Goalpara 289,535 335,311 416.0 422.8 1.44 1.26
Kamrup 387,413 455,335 528.7 547.2 1.36 1.20
Darrang 350,559 383,195 416.3 427.4 1.19 1.12
Nagaon 237,060 283,866 309.8 344.0 1.30 1.21
Sibsagar 221,655 290,402 404.7 4454 1.83 1453
Dibrugarh 140,088 161,694 272.9 324.3 1.95 2,01
Lakhimpur 112,732 115,942 190.3 169.3 1.69 1.46
Cachar 181,435 177,900 266.7 299.1 1.47 1.68
“Total Plains 1920,477 2203,645 28054 2979.5 1.46 1.35
Karbi Anglong 35,266 39,727 63.4 80.8 1.81 2.04
N. C. Hills 8,633 10,318 13.5 18.9 1.56 1.83
Total Hills 43,899 50,045 71 99.7 176  2.00
Total Assam 1964,376 2253,690 2882.5 3079.2 1.47 1.37

Soucrer :—Agriculture census 1970-71 and 1976-77.
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APPENDIX—X

(In hectares)

District Autumn Paddy Winter paddy Total paddy
1 2 3 4

1. Goalpara 31027 78112 109139
2. Kamrup 32339 122715 155054
3. Darrang 38700 97680 136380
4. Nagaon 39677 95460 135137
5. Sibsagar 16445 99750 116195
6. Lakhimpur 6700 55445 62145
7. Dibrugarh 13814 61030 74844
8. Cachar 33428 68240 101668
9. Karbi Anglong 2100 19750 21850
10. N. C. Hills 650 2000 2650
Total State 214880 700182 915062

Source :—Directorate of Agriculture, Assam.
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APPENDIX—XI

CIVIL SUBDIVISIONWISE IRRIGATION POTENTIAL AVAILABLE FOR UTILISATION DURING
KHARIF CROP SEASON 1983 IN ASSAM

(Area in hectares)

Type of Irrigation

Civil Subdivision Surface flow Surface -—G.W. lift Mobile Institution- Total
Irrigation  lift Irrig- Irrigation  diesel pump ally finance
tion Irrigation. - Pvt. S T.W.S.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Kokrajhar 14037 4187 40 105 204 18573
2. Goalpara 3029 1390 76 — 168 4663
3. Dhubri 205 2692 285 185 747 4159
4. Barpeta 13910 5955 172 175 1125 21337
5. Nalbari 5175 1485 992 172 498 8322
6. Guwahati 18525 3076 438 81 915 23035
7. Nagoan 23004 12158 217 50 1635 37064
8. Morigaon 4300 3275 110 983 1191 9859
9. Mangaldoi 25494 1650 282 140 615 28181
10, Tezpur 17417 2352 143 150 954 21016
11. North Lakhimpur 400 300 622 108 186 1616
12. Dhemaji e 370 853 66 120 1409
13. Jonai s o 114 56 2 170
14. Jorhat 1026 250 1606 146 468 3496
15. Sibsagar 1000 12325 620 X 252 14197
16. Golaghat 585 2527 1013 542 330 4997
17. Majuli & 200 400 55 3 658
18. Dibrugarh s 2980 1078 228 807 5093
19. Tinsukia 566 e 382 193 186 1327
20. Sadiya % 72 14 50 24 160
21. Silchar 4. 2282 s 348 o 2630
22. Hailakandi T 632 e 216 £ 848
23. Karimaganj : B e 22 o 150 . 692 = K
A-Sub-Total Plain 128838 60580 9457 4199 10428 213502
districts a2
24. Diphu 11141 1484 s 326 5 12625
25. Hamren 680 1385 ! 62 st 2127
26. Haflong 2728 764 g A " 3492
B-Sub-Total Hill 14549 3633 i 388 b 18570
Districts
Grand Total (A--B) 143387 64213 9457 4587 10428 232072

Source :—Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, Assam, Guwahati.
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DISTRIBUTION OF IRRIGATION SCHEMES IN ASSAM BY ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS AND BY
SOURCES UPTO THE YEAR 1981-82,

Civil Subdivision No. of Completed Irrigation No. of on going irrigation
schemes schemes.
Surface Surface Ground Total Surface Surface Ground Total
flow lift water flow lift water
lift lift
(1) @ G (€)) ©) © () 3) ®)
I MINOR IRRIGATION SCHEME
1. Kokrajhar 24 21 2 47 7 10 2 19
2. Goalpara 7 1l 4 18 1 3 5 9
3. Dhubri e 10 4 14 1 18 4 23
4. Barpeta 5 14 7 26 2 9 1 12
5. Nalbari 6 2) 10 25 4 3 5 12
6. Guwahati 6 13 3 22 2 23 1 26
7. Nagaon 7 14 11 32 1 23 8 32
8. Morigaon 5 7 e 12 el 43 3 46
9, TMangaldm %l 5 o 26 5 3 e 5]
10. Tezpur 2 8 4 34
11. N. Lakhimpur = 6 6 1 % g izll
12. Dhemaji o o 5 5 7 4 11
13, Jonai s one 7 7 1 1 o 2
14. Sibsagar 4 9 4 17 % 13 2 15
15. Golaghat 3 7 7 17 2 3 8 13
16. Jorhat 3 2 1 6 1 5 10 16
17. Majuli " > ! ) 5 ? T4
18. Dibrugarh 7 4 7 11 3 7 10 17
19. Tinsukia 2 3 4 6 ot 3 6 9
20. Sadiya 2 =X 1 2 o 3 1 1
21. Silchar i 9 i 9 - 9 8 17
22. Hailakandi . o 4 4 4 7 i 8
23 Karimganj 1 4 3 e 7 1 8
24, Diphu : 6 2 8 1 - 6 o | 15
25. Hamren 2 2 4 T 2 5 2
26. Haflong - 10 5 4 15 11 2 A 13
Sub-Total Minor Irrigation - 136 156 87 379 47 216 100 363
II MAJOR/MEDIUM IRRIGATION PROIECT
1. Guwahati 56 % a0 & it we i 4
2. Barpeta . oo 5 ' 4 . ot 1
3. Nalbari _ 1 4 /5 ] 1 5 5 1
4. Kokrajhar 1 | i 2 1 ; 1
5. Nagaon 1 5 : 1 e 12 2
6. Tezpur e & Al e 1 o 1
| 7. Dibrugarh 53 e - ¥4 s I 1
| 8. Diphu 2 & i 2 1 i ois 1
| 9. Hamren o - 5 s 1 1 S 2
| 10. Mangaldoi 2 o o i 1 42 ot 1
Sub-Total-II Major/Medium 5 1 = 6 10 4 14
irrigation
Grand total Assam (I-II) 141 157 87 385 57 220 100 377

i ———y T WA ST T g v vy ]

Py . " ——

Source :—Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, Assam Guwahati.
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AREA UNDER FORESTS IN ASSAM, 1981-82

(In s.q. km.)
Forest Division Reserved Proposed Re- Total Forest
Forest served forest (Excluding un-
classed state
forest)
T 2 3 4
1. Goalpara 212.19 155.95 368.14
2. Dhubri 322,50 180.53 503.03
3. Kachugaon 819.73 4,31 824.04
4. Haltugaon 609.54 22.30 631.84
5. Aie valley 472.97 52.17 525.14
6. Kamrup West 419.90 272.84 692.74
7. Kamrup East 282.93 246.34 529.27
8. North Kamrup 516.99 82.78 599.77
9. Darrang West 803.39 15.56 818.95
10. Darrang East 725.29 31.95 757.24
11. Nagaon 905.93 34.35 940.28
12. Golaghat 1036.27 4.39 1040.66
13. Sibsagar 535.60 97.95 593.55
14. Lakhimpur 842,71 98.82 941.59
15. Dibrugarh 458.36 0.61 458.97
16. Doom Dooma 365.59 49.38 414,97
17. Digboi : 553.56 : 92.17 645.73
18. Karbi Anglong west 1232.70 1232.70 .
19. Karbi Anglong East 706.26 706.26
20. N. C. Hills 617.66 617.66
21. Silchar 1859.97 e 1859.97
22. Karimganj 606.84 27.56 634.40
23. Western Assam wildlife 98.33 : NIL 98.33
24. Eastern Assam wildlife 490.90 : NIL 490.90
25. Tiger Project 516.62 NIL 516.62
26, District Council 1153.00 2037.53 3190.53
Totai 17165.79 3467.49 20633.28

Source :—Chief Conservator of Forests, Assam
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PRINCIPAL PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENT UNDER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PRO-
: GRAMME DURING THE YEAR, 1980-81,

Sl. Item Unit
No. 1980-81
Plains Hills Total
Block Block Block
1 2 3 4 5 6
Agriculture
1 Tmproved seeds distributed (wheat and paddy) Kgs. 5100491 156503 5256994
2 0il seeds distributed Kgs.. 94442 14397 108839
3 Vegetable seeds distributed : Kgs. 6135 250 6385
4 Chemical Fertilizers distributed Tons. 4452.5 51.3 4503.8
5 Green manure seeds distributed Kgs. 52729 20 52809
6 Chemical pesticides distributed
(a) Solid pesticides Kgs. 176986 - 838
(b) Liquid pesticides Litre 14120 30‘11 1?3333
Animal Husbandry
1 Improved animals supplied No. 11058 o 1368
2 Improved birds supplied No. 20867 3928 24795
3 Animals castrated No, 156733 4982 161715
4 Animals artificially inseminated -~ No. 30940 58 30998
Reclamation
1 Land Reclaimed Hect 210 194 404
Education (Social)
1 Literary centres started No. 3883 200 4083
2 Adult made literate s No. 61979 3400 65379
Health and Rural Sanitation
1 Rural latrine constructed No. 535 10 545
2 Smokeless chullas installed No. 267 3 575
Drinking water facilities Provided _
1 Wells constructed No. 661 18 679
2 Wells renovated No. 400 27 427
3 Hand pumps installed No. 667 22 689
Communication
1 New Kacha Road constructed Kms. 500 39 539
2 Existing Kacha road improved Kms. 1822 69 1891
3 Culverts constructed Nos. 158 28 186

4 Culverts repaired Nos. 82 12 94
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ORGANISATION AND WORKING OF VARIOUS CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN ASSAM IN

1981-82
(Amount in thousand rupees)

Type of societies No.of No.of Work- Paid Loan Loan Loan

Soci- members ing ca- up  Advanced outstan- overdue
eties pital capital ding
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Co-operative Appex Bank 1 4718 558709 15021 357609 297385 158337
2, Central Co-operative Bank 1. 1351 18462- 1794 11388 12628 4282
3. Primary Land Mortgage Bank 21 18479 35150 3517 3031 24165 2825
4. Central Land Mortgage Bank , 1 37 43298 8183 : 3405 24771 ' 2275
5. Primary Agricultural credit 2647 2230000 204954 53520 14652 74651 61619
societies (All) -~ :
(1) of which Gaon Panchaya;c 671 1968000 129176 39050 13696 36436 23825
Samabay Samittees :
6, Primary non-agricultural credit 463 36000 51071 3612 12253 28008 13685
Societies (all) : ‘ A
7. Primary Marketing societies 59 20522 23637 10301
'8, Assam State Co-operative Marke- 1 572000 313760 22828

ting and consumers federation.

Source :—Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Assam.
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STATISTICAL PROFILE OF N.F. RAILWAY, 1981-82

Particulars Unit 1981-82

(A) Financial:

() Gross earning Rs. crores 90.45
(ii) Working expense ) 160,13
(iii) Net earning > =) 69.68
(B) Passenger :
(i) Passenger orinating (all gauges) Million. 58.08
(ii) Passenger carried 5 » 60.64
(iii) Passenger Kilometres . 4 5008.96
(iv) Earning from Passenger ”’ . Crores 25.81
(v) Average earning per passenger Kiiometre Paise B.G. 5.53
M.G. 5.12
N.G. 10.80
(vi) Average length of passenger Journey K. M. B.G. 102.6
M.G. 804
N.G. 40.3
(C) Freight :
(i) Freight originating Million tonnes 3.5
(i) Freight carried g 7.4
(iii) Freight tonne kilometres Million 3740.7
(iv) Earning from goods carried : Rs. Crores 54.30
(v) Average earning per freight tonne kilometres Paise. B.G. 14.8
M.G. 144
N.G. 30.2
(D) Train :
(i) Train Kilometre. (a) Passengrer Thousand 10260
_ (b) Goods K.M.S. 6697
(ii) Gross earning per train KM. (a) Passenger Rs. B.G. 8.84
(b) Goods 3 M.G. 3540
B.G. 130.39
3 M.G.  68.16
(iii) Working expenses per train Kms. ” B.G. 78.96
: > M.G. 91.21
(iv) Net earning per train Km (all combined) 2 (—) 41.09
(E) Staff and station :
(i) No. of Staff Number 86281
(i) No. of Station B 467
(iii) Route k.m. K. M.S. 3613.0?

=

Source : General Manager (STAT), N.F. Railway, Maligaon.
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MOVEMENT OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES BY RLY. AS BOOKED FROM DIFFERENT

STATIONS OF N.F. RLY.

(No. of wagons)

Commodities 1980-81 1981-82 _ 1982-83
BG MG BG MG BG MG
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

i. Rice and Paddy 506 8116 287 27113 © 354 38840

2. Oil seeds 4 436 5 283 2 469

3. Cotton raw 190 i 167

4. Jute raw 72251 15766 2113 12791 2209 9944

5. Fodder 363 1510 65 1104 182 1081
6. Coal and coke 1957 17999 5421 12786 7889 19006
7. Mineral oil 9010 37877 25326 47275 35112 46817

8. Bamboo 4857 2311 6981 6047 6960 7970

9. Timber (others) 4447 10332 5223 13388 5388 15435

10. Tea 88 6572 24 4286 532 2615
11. Chemical Manure 4 2758 5 8463 2 9256
12. Marble and other stones. 991 2253 696 2951 705 2639

Source :—General Manager (STAT), N.F, Railway, Maligaon.
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NUMBER OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON ROAD IN ASSAM

Sl No. Type of Vehicles 1979 1980 1981

1 2 3 4 5
1. Bus. 2745 2712 2718
2. Private carrier 6454 7723 6189
3. Public carrier 10213 13684 15872
4. Motor car 14874 14386 16825
5. Jeep 2355 3906 - 6279
6. Taxi car 1341 1598 1089
7. Motor cycle and scooter 10221 13423 - 22048
8. Tractor 3716 3943 4567
9, Trailor 3819 3613 4423
10. Auio Rickshaw 699 923 904
11. Government vehicle 4842 4849 " 5813
12. Others 6905 11610 1420
68274 82370 - 87644

Total

Source :—Commissioner of Transport, Assam
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INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION IN ASSAM (BASE 1970=100)

Industry group 1971 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 19811982 (P)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1. Grain mill products 92 75 99 139 108 110 65 64 56
2. Manufacture and refining 3 67 76 69 66 73 67 54 112
of sugar
3. Manufacture of other 102 88 103 84 70 114 86 76 102
edible oil and fats
4. Tea processing 105 124 130 137 141 131 144 143 143
5. Manufacture of cotton 62 90 89 86 113 108 87 119 136
textiles
6: Manufacture of Jute 105 273 266 331 348 234 237 275 157
textiles
7. Manufacture of veneer Ply- 120 163 175 123 175 250 141 315 325

woed and their product .

8. Sawing and planing of wood 148 132 130 141 108 162 112 152 157
(other than plywood)

9. Petroleum refineries 93 109 106 109 124 118 = 82 136 153

10. Manufacture of products 109 45 85 65 47 73 42 36 38
of petroleum not else-where - :
classified

11. Manufacture of fertilizers 117 175 189 195 420.. 511 65 382 548
& pesticides

12.. Manufacture of matches 97 76 104 105 107 103 93 100 102

13, Almunium manufacturing 96 79 119 140 163 133 125 198 181
All Industries 104 118 124 127 135 133 123 144 149

(P)-Provisional
Source :(—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.
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RANK OF STATES ACCORDING TO PRINCIPAL CHARACTERISTICS OF DIRECTORY

MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS, 1978-79

State No. of  Persons  Fixed Emolu-  Output Net value Rankin
Establish- employed assets ments added overall
ments :

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Andhra Pradesh 7 7 7 9 12 9 9
2. Assam 16 16 16 16 16 16 15
3. Bihar 12 13 , 14 15 14 15 13
4. Gujrat 5 5 4 3 4 4 ' 4
5. Haryana 13 12 11 11 8 10 11
6. Karnataka 8 8 8 12 11 11 10
7. Kerala 6 6 6 7 9 8 6
8. Madhya Pradesh 11 10 12 14 13 13 12
9. Maharashtra 3 3 1 1 1 1 ]
10. Orisa 15 15 15 13 15 14 14
11. Punjab 10 9 10 8 6 7 8
12. Rajasthan 14 14 13 10 10 12 12
13. Tamilnadu i 1 3 2 2 2 2
14. Uttar Pradesh 2 2 2 4 3 3 3
15. West Bengal 4 4 5 5 5 5 5
16. Delhi 9 11 9 6 7 6 7

Source :—Central Statistical Organization, Goyernment of India.
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INDEX OF MINERAL PRODUCTION IN ASSAM (Base 1970=100)

Year Index of Mineral Index of coal Index of Petrolum Index of natural gas

Production Production (crude) Production (utilised) Production
1 2 3 4 5
1971 106 111 105 102
1972 109 109 108 135
1973 106 90 106 141
- 1974 111 97 111 146
1975 124 111 124 168
1976 129 107 128 230
1977 134 117 133 223
1978 125 124 121 160
1979 134 112 132 250
1980 41000 110 31 123
1981 (P) 133 125 130 235
1982 (P) 153 132 152 237

(P) :—Provisional

Source :—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.
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ESTIMATED NUMBER OF RURAL/AGRICULTURAL LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS AND DU-
RATION OF EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT: ASSAM AND INDIA (1964-65 and 1974-75)

Heads Assam India

1964-65 1974-75 1964-65 1974-75

1 ' 2 3 4 5

1. Number of rural labour households 274 476 17843 24835
(in thousand)

2. Number of agricultural labour house- 993 282 15289 20739
holds (in thousand) ;

3. Average annual days of wage
employment in :— :

(A) Rural labour households : (i) Men ; 289 290 235 212
_ (i) Women 2670 0 T8 166 147
(iii) Children 145 283 187 171

(B) Agril. labour households 1) Men ; 205 307 235 211
(i) Women 235 274 153 143

(iii) Children 141 291 202 171

4. Average annual number of days
not worked in :(—

(A) Rural labour households:(i) Men 49 43 78 99
(i) Women 67 77 149 160
(iii) Children 124 47 78 92
(B) Agril. labour households:(i) Men 37 247 74 101
(i) Women 73 81 147 165
(iii) Children 188 43 78 92
5. Average no.of wage earners 172 1.73 2.04 2.24 !
in agricultural labour households i‘r
— = o ;‘-
Source :(—*“Rural Labour Enquiry 1974-75 by Labour Bureau, Government of India. k

~—~
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PERCENTAGE VARIATION (ANNUAL) OF WHOLESALE PRICES IN ASSAM

Item 1975 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

All Commodities ()17 (+ 34 (+4+)5.7 (-+)17.2 (+)6.7 (+)5.7
A. Food z}rticles (+)2.7 (—)2.0 (4-)7.0 (+-)21.3 (--)6.6 (+)2.8
1. Cereals (+)1.8 (—)2.7 (+)12.4 (4)11.7 (—1.1 (+)15.8
2. Pulses (+)4.6 ()79 (+)3.0 (+)9.8 (+)14.5 (—)5.4
3. Edible oil (—)18.0 (—)3.1 23 (H)2810 (4)15.9 (—)2.2
4, Sugar and gur (49102 (—)22.8 (+)10.0  (+)1054 ()42  (—) 26.2
B. Non-Food articles (1.1 (+)11.7 (-+)7.4 (++)8.6 (-+)6.4 (-+)13.0
1. Liquor and tobacco (+)6.9 (+)15.8 (4)3.3 (—)10.4 (—6.8 (+)31.4

- C. Industrial
1. Raw materials (+)0.5 (-1-)3.8 (—)7.1 (+4)9.8 (-+)12.6 (+)8.8
2. Finished products (-{—)0.8_ (4-)22.6 (--)26.1 (+)13.4 (+)2.0 (4+)15.2

Note (+) —Increase

(—)—Decrease

Source :—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.
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MOVEMENT OF WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX OF ASSAM (Base 1953=100)

Year/Month Food Non-fogd : General
1 2) 3 o 14
1960 (Annual average) 129 136 131
1965 * 177 176 175
1970 D 266 229 250
1975 3% 429 291 : 383
1976 = 384 296 355
1977 * : 439 - 350 409
1978 2 430 2 391 423
1979 My 460 420 447
1980 7 558 456 524
1981 o 595 485 559
1982 3 ' 612 548 591
1982 January. ‘ 582 503 556
February. 576 524 559
March. 582 534 566
April 589 540 573
May. 606 549 586
June : 615 559 596
July. 624 561 603
August, 638 559 612
September ‘ 644 561 616
October . 643 561 916
. November 633 563 610
December. 617 567 600

S i

Source :—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.

=3
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBER FOR WORKING CLASS IN ASSAM (Base :=1949—100)

Year/Month ; Guwahati Silchar Tinsukia Assam
1 2 3 4 R g
1960 (Annual average) 102 109 118 111
1970 % 216 231 240 230
1975 s 349 387 415 386
1976 X 309 325 348 330
1977 ¥ 343 375 385 367
1978 2 359 399 396 380
1979 " 389 446 446 422
1980 & 450 491 528 494
1981 7 488 537 538 516
1982 = 530 567 573 554
1982 January 502 502 551 553 531
February 501 534 2355 531
March 504 537 - 569 540
April 513 566 570 545
May ' 531 578 573 555
June 525 590 558 545
July 543 577 567 557
August 532 569 581 560
September 549 571 585 569
October 542 574 591 570
November 557 585 591 576
December - 563 371 583 - 574

Source :—Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Assam.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBER FOR%&&%@L&SS_ IN ASSAM (Base :—1960=100)
Year/Month Digboi  Mariani Doom- Labac  Rangapara All India
dooma

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1975 (Annual average) S R800 272 078 R 266 321
1976 el _ 12 A507 243 246 246 241 296
1977 Ui ateya 272 282 266 286 321
197ERE s 338 286 284 - 278 293 329
1979 = 357 312 305 314 319 350
19RO 4T 404 338 339 348 354 390
1981 ,, : 437 358 356 348 367 - 441
1982 2 467 383 382 389 392 475
1982 January 448 362 354 357 367 459
February 451 364 350 366 373 458
March 454 362 361 367 372 457
April 467 378 349 394 380 459
May 470 386 379 398 390 362
June 468 392 396 413 394 470

July : 470 400 400 407 408 478
August 465 399 397 396 410 488
September 469 389 400 395 417 489
October 482 389 395 400 412 491
November 475 390 394 404 400 496
December 480 389 403 376 384 497

Source ;—Labour Bureau, Government of India.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMEBER FOR URBAN NON-MANUAL EMPLOYEES : ASSAM
AND INDIA (Base : 1960=100)

Year/Month : Gauhati All India
1 2 3
1970 (Annual average) 167 173
1975 5 267 ' 279
1976 ¥ 260 273
1977 = : 279 292
1978 ,, 281 304
1979 e ; 300 321
1980 2 337 359
1981 4 380 403
1982 G 413 437
1982 January 392 421
February ’ 392 3 420
March 394 423
April 400 425
May 401 428
" June 412 433
July 432 442
August _ 429 448
September 427 449
October 427 450
November 429 452
December 426 452

Source ;—Central Statistical Organisation, Government of India,' New Delhi,
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBER FOR RURAL POPULATIQN IN ASSAM (Plain Districts )
(Base =1944-100)

Period Consumer price Index number
1 2
1970 (Annual Average) 288
1975 s 469
1976 >3 454
1977 2 520
1978 » _ 551
1979 ” 584
1980 » 665
1981 » 694
1982 » 709
1982 January 692
February 692
March 698
April 704
May 706
June . _ 798
July 712
August 716
September - 720
October : 722
November 719
December ' 718

Source § Directorate of Economics and Stafistics, Assam,
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DISTRICTIWISE DISTRIBUTION OF BANK OFFICES, AGGREGATE DEPOSITS AND GROSS
BANK CREDIT OF SCHEDULED COMMERCIAL BANKS IN ASSAM (March, 1982)

(Amount in lakhs of Rupees)

District Offices Deposiis Credit j
: - .
(1 ' : 2 3 4
1. Goalpara _ 64 28,96 13,87
2. Kamzup ' 141 171,01 98,38
3. Darrang _ 58 27,87 7,67 i
4. Nagaon 53 25.12 8,76 i
5. Sibsagar 79 44,48 17,93
6. Dibrugdrh 68 101,59 48,16
7. Lakhimpur ; 19 743 2,45
8, Cachar 50 32,64 10,18
9. Karbi Anglong 11 2,53 "
10. North Cachar Hilis _ : 6 4,10 38 s
Assam , 549 445,73 208,94 |

|

(RBD

Sorce ;—Baunking Statistics, Monthly Return on Aggregate Deposits and Gross Bank Credit- March-1982. ]
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BANK FACILITIES IN INDIA (State-Wise)

State/Union Territory No. of Offices Population per Credit Deposit
(June 1982) Bank Office in ~ Ratio (June
June 1982 1981)**
; (im thousand)

1 - 2 s 4
Andhra Pradesh 2,998 i8 70.8
Assam ' | 562 35 454
Bihar - 2.807 25 39,9
Gujrat 2,452 14 ] 56.4
Haryana 872 15 e o
Himachal Pradesh : o 412 10 37.6
Jammu and Kashmir 546 ‘ 11 41.2
Karnataka 2,973 127 79.3
Kerala - 2429 10 R
Madhya Pradesh 2,510 1% 61.4
Maharashtra : 3,888 16 76.0
Manipur : 39 37 37.9
Meghalaya ' 67 20 17.%
Nagaland 45 17 279 -
Orissa 1,228 21 68.0
Punjab 1,672 10 43,2
Rajasthan 1,785 19 70.8
Sikkim ] 7 45 5.6
Tamilnadu " 3925 15 98.4
Tripura ge 86 24 53.4
Uttar Pradesh - . 4,747 23 . 482
West Bengal ' 2,465 23 ggg
Andaman & Nicobar Island 12 ég o
Arunachal Pradesh 25 L

; 39 5 194.4
Chandigarh : : 17 101.3
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 7 6 7 .
Delhi _ 2 4 37.9
Goa, Daman & Diu 24g : : I
Laksha Dweep 13 41 5:4
Mizoram 11 62.4
Pandichery : 55
India il h iy

Sy e R #¥ Pr—c;\—fisional

17,500 to be exact
Source :—Report on Trend & Progress of Banking in India, 1981

-82(RBI)
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COLLECTION OF SMALL SAVINGS SCHEME ACCOUNTS AND SECURITIES IN ASSAM,

1981-82
Accounts/Securities Uéit During March/382 Progressive total fram April/81
to March/82
_—éiross Net G_ro—ss Net
Collection Collection Collection Collection
1 2 3 4 5 &
1. P.O.S.B. : Rs. in 3,25,60 3,23,91 29,71,10 40034
Thousand

2. P.O.CT.D. ~ 25 38 28396 11597
3. P.O.R.D. 3 4] 376 37317 16847
4. POT.D. fize 3 3 405838 315662
5. N.S.C. ii Issue s 58 43 33.06 (—)67656
6. N.S.C.HI 2 2 2 2.07 (—)2,34
7. NS.CIv ” 2 19 ()1 2.92 (—)49,29
8. NS.CvV. e (—)9,28 (—)8,21 4266 (—)25,55
9. N8.CVI ,, 2 6 5 ' 7,8593 7,84,83
10. N.S.C. VIIT ,, 4 =5 oo 93,44 92,98
11. N.S.A, CS 2 e oo (—)05 (—)36
12. N.D.B. 2 o e 3t (—)26 (—)26
13. EépS.C.F.D., DDCS and i ~i (—)44 13 (—)1,71,06
14. h?[gigfl[isg.,C.M'P.F. 2 4,56 4,56 4,56 4,56
15. Neepf (i) P.O.T.D. 2 - oo 87,92 63,43
(i) N.D.C.C. 3 oo oo e (—)32
Total o 3,22,42 3,24,98 - 87,39,09 38,61,46

Source ;—Regional Director, National Savings, Government of India, Assam Regional Office, Guwahati,
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RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FROM THE CONSOLIDATED FUND OF ASSAM
GOVERNMENT BUDGET

(Rs. Lakhs)
Year Receipts : Expenditure Surplas (4=
Deficit (—)
Revenue Capital Total Revenmue Capital Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1977-78 27077 3051 35128 25100 11136 36236 (—)1108
1978-79 30605 11322 41927 27194 14037 41231 (+)696
1979-80 26929 12281 39210 30993 15940 46933 (—)7723
1980-81 43616 34450 78066 34400 56070 90470 (—)12404
1981-82 (RE) 36547 54604 91151 40225 56521 96746 (—)5595

1982-83 (BE) 43158 47845 91003 45654 47523 93177 (—)2174

" R.E. :—Revised Estimate
B.E. :(—Budget Estimate.
APPENDIX—XXXIII

REVENUE RECEIPT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM UNDER DIFFERENT HEADS

(Rs. Lakhs)
st
State taxes Share of Cen- Non-tax Revenue Grants-in-aid Total
Year tral taxes (State)
g S
o) 3 4 5 6
1
L R
e
7864(29.1) 4686(17.3) 4698(15.1) 10429(38.5) 27077(100.0)
1977-78 :
3862(28.9) 5108(16.7) 4305(14.1) 12330(40.3) 30605(100.0)
1978-79
g 7206(26.8) 8808(32.7) 4373(16.3) 6542(24.2) 26929(100.0)
1979-8
] 7991(18.3) S198(11.9) 26244(60.2) 4182( 9.6) 43615(100.0)
A 11752(32.2) 8585(23.5) 5666(15.5) 10544(28.8) 36547(100.0)
29.9 9718(22.5) 6115(14.2) 14431(33.4 0)
1982-33(BE) 12894(29.9) (33.49) 43158(100.0)
o —_—_,_,______—H"—-/. -

; P
s—Revised Estima
g E < Budget Estimate

Note :—Figures within Brackets indicate percentage of tofal Revenue receipt.

Source i—Assam Budget in Brief, 1982-83,
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SRR

Distribution of Total Expenditure of the Government of Assam By Major Types.

Rs. in Lakh

Items

1981-82 (Revised)

1982-83 (Budget)

1 2 3
1. Final outlays 35349 41706
(a) Government Comsumption Expen- 26801 31682
ditwre.
(b) Gross Capital Formatlon 8548 10024
(i) Gross Fixed Capital Formation. 8471 9689
(ii) Increase in inventories 77 335
2. Transfer payments to the rest of the 10330 10259
economy.
(a) Current transfers 10330 10259
{b) Capital transfers. A e
3. Finaneial investment and lozms to 7093 - 7976
the rest of the economy.
4. Total Expenditure (14-2--3) 52772 59941

APPENDIX—XXXV

Financial Assistance Provided By Assam Government for Capital Formation.

(Rs. Lakhs) R
Item 1981-82 (Revised) 1982-83 (Budget)
1 2 3
1. Grants for Capital Formation
(a) Local Bodies
(b) Educational Institutions
(c) Others o hic
2. Investment in shares (Net) 789 698
(a) Government concerns (Non- 486 100
Departmental)
{b) Co-operatives 300 300
{c) Others 3 298
3. Loans and Advances for Capital 5488 6540 -
Formation
4, Total Financial Assistance for 6277 7238

Capital formation (1-+2--3)
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Gross Capital Formation out of Budgetary Resources of the Government of Assam.

(Rs. Lakhs)
item 1981-82 (Revised) 1982-83 (Budget)
1 2 3
1. Gross Capital Formation by 8548 10024
&overnment of Assam, '
2. Financial Assistance for Capital 6277 7238
Formation to the rest of the ecomony.
3. Gross Capital Formation out of the 14825 17262

budgetary resorces of Assam Government,

APPENDIX—XXXVII-
SAVINGS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

(Rs. Lakhs)
Ttems 7 | 1981-82 (Reveised)  1982-83 (Budget)
1 > ;
T =
1. Saving of Government Administration (—)5143 ot
reciation provision of Government
% a%ﬁ?il;istration and departmental comm- 2 2
ercial undertakings ~
3, Gross savings by the Government of st o
Assam.
-tyre on renewal and replace-
Y ExptG n(,dfﬂgdnministration and Depart- oo
ﬁggtal commercial undertakings.
5. Net Savings by the Government of (5141 wir

Assam (5=
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APPENDIX—XXXVIII
GENERATION OF INCOME THROUGH BUDGETARY OPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

OF ASSAM.
(Rs. Lakhs)
Items 1981.-82 (Revised) 1982-83 (Budget)
1 2 3
1. Compensation of Employees including 16693 19207
pensions of administration. :
2. Net output of Departmental Commercial 1009 393
undertakings
(2) Salaries and Wages 924 308
(b) Operating surplus 85 85
3. Salaries and Wages component of 2149 2917
construction outlay (a)
4. Total (14+2+3) 19851 23017

(a) 33.3 percent of the fofal expenditure on construction.
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FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF ASSAM GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE

(Rs. Lakhs)
Services 1981-82 (Revised) 1982-83 (Budget }
1 2 3
1. General Government Services 11619 12994
(12.3) (14.3)
1.2. General/Administration, External affairs, public order and safety 11619 12924
(12.3) (14.3)
1.2. General Research o g
2. Civil Defence : ¥ 3 3
3. Education 10458 12449
11.1 !
3.1. Administration, Regulation and Research ( 145? (13_383
it R 2 & . 0.2) (0.3)
3.2. Schools, Universities, Institutions including subsidiary Services. 10310 12217
(10.9) (13.5)
disticalth 4081 4731
4.1. Administration, Regulation and Research 7 (4;2)7 (53%{
4.2. Hospital, Clinics and individual health services. ?8)334) 584143
ial Security and Welfare Servi 4.0) 4.8)
5. Social Security are Services %21 L §3 =
: M L 1.3) (1.5)
6. Housing and other Community amenities 1814 2608
7. Cultural, Recreational and other Religious services (1189% (%993
: : ' (0.2) (0.2)
8. Economic Services 29975 24445
g.1. General administration, Regulation and Research (23é65) (%;1505)
g.2. Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting %:?3 &333
g.3. Mining, Manufacture and construction, {ggsg %—H
: : .0
g.4. Electricity, Gas, Steam and Water .(,:1251) 58941)
bt . . -2
g.5. Transport and Communication o g?(,)f:‘;
? : 3.9 5.6)
8.6. Other Economic Services 56312 §577
‘ (1.7) (1.8)
9. Other purposcs : 42779 31841)
T 453 35.1
9.1. Relief on calamities ( 34% ¢ 346
' (0.4) (0.4)
9,2. Other miscellanaous purpose 42433 31495
(44.9) (34.7)
10. Total (1+2+43-44-+5+6-+7+8+49 ) 94426 90656
(100.0) (100.0)

Note :—Figures within breckets indicate percentage to total,
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RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE OF 20 MAHKUMA PARISADS

(Rs. Lakhs)

AN
No.

Sources of Receipts

Actual

1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 SL

Heads of Expenditure

Revised Budget No.

1977-78 1978-79 1979-80
Actual Reviced Budget

2 3 4 | 2 3 4 5
1. Opening Balanece 12 7. 2819919 92.9 1. Salary wages, pension 197.7 200.9 2064
and gratutity
2. Grants from sub-divi- 78.8 77.8 78.9
sional Rural Develop- :
ment fund 2. Traval Expenses 18.0 22.2 14.1
3. Other Government- 170.3  188.5 216.8
grants including Matchi-
ing Grants under sec-
tion 69(1) (a) and (b) 3. Office Expenses including 13.0 13.1 10.5
publication etc.
4. Proceseds of Taxes, 45.2 38.1 74.7
fees and other assesments 4. Rent, rates and taxes 6.3 8.8 7.8
5. Loans & advances inclu- 6.0 5.9 8.3
ding loans raised by
Mahkuma Parisads. 5. Major and Minor works 154.6 1727 222.4
6. Sale proceeds 66.0 77.9 98.3 6. Machinery, equipments, 5.8 6.1 8.0
. tools plants, Motor
7. Other Receipts 94.0 904  100.7 vehicles and maintain
ance.
7. Interest/Dividend 1.1 1.3 17/
8. Fund received in respect 132.7 141.9 143.9 8. Other charges including 70.1 78.5 117.6
of transferred scheme etc. write off and losses,
9. Expenditure in respect 123.7 153.5 189.0
of transferred scheme etc.
10. Closing Balance 129.9 92.9 37.0
Total 720.2 7500 814.5 11. Total 720.2  750.0 814.5

Pl
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APPENDIX—XXXXI
RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE OF 603 REPORTING GAON PANCHAYATS

(Rs. Lakhs)
Sl Sources of Receipts 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 SL Heads of Expenditure. 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80
No. actual Revised Bugget No. : actual Revised Budget
1 2 3 4 ] 1 2 3 & 5
1. Opening Balance 455 26.8 28.4 1. Salary Wages, pension, 80.7 105.0 148.4
gratuity
2. Allotment out of Sub- 62.2 65.1 83.6 2. Travel Expenses 17.8 16.5 27.1
divisional rural Develop-
ment Fund.
‘3. Sums assigned by Mah-  40.1 74.8 ikl a2l Office Expenses including 12.0 13.0 21.8
kuma parisads. Publication, rent, rates
and taxes.
4. Contribution from Govern- 25.1 29.6 72.6 4. Major and minor w
roant/local authority : works 61.2 87.8 109.4
Private individuals
s 5 4.2 399 5 i .
5, Proceeds of taxes, cess, 12.1 2 . Machinery equj
fees & rates. tools, plan(t]s, migis 2 2.5 50
vehicles maintainance,
11.1 > o
6. Sale proceeds 128 188 6. Interest Divideng 0.6 09 24
ived by way L1 24 34 7 om :
. Sums received er charges includj
of loan or gift Write of and Jce 08 138 148  20.2
i 17.9 33.2 :
g Other receipts 44.8 8, Closing Balance i s 29.1
/- -—-ﬁ—-_‘—'_——-—
2151 2689 3634 9 T, 2 i T
9. Total otal 2151 2689 3634
__-_——_—‘—.
4—14-4-1984 T AT A e —

AGP (StatiStical) 227/8
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