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Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly Assembled after the Fifth
General Elections under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution
of India

The Assemly met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur,
Guwahati, on Monday the 10tb March 1975 with the
Speaker in the Chair, 14 ( Fourteen ) Ministers, 6 ( Six )
Members of State, ( one ) Deputy Minister, 56 ( Fifty six )
Ministers present,

STARRED

Questions and Answers

Date ; 10th March, 1975

Re : Excess land

Shri Dulal Chandra Khound asked :

*29]1, Will the Minister Revenue pleased to state—

(1)~ The area of excess land available to the Government
from tea gardens under the Ceiling Act in Jorhat Sub-
division ?

(b) The total area of land distributed among landless
peasants so far ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue ) replied

291: (a)—Uptil now, an area 12,948 bighas is available,




2 Questions 10 March

i. e., 61 bighas as per 1.2 formula and 12,887 bighas
as per amended Act of 1970,

(b)—826 bighas have so far been distributed to 238 land-
less families.

Shri Dulal Chandra Khaund—May I know which areas
of land has been distributed to the people ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi, (Minister, Revenue)w—Mahmdman
Gaon of Taimur Company.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—Minister has informed that
about 12,948 bighas of land has been available, whetss

o

her all the lands has been acquired by the Govers
ment under the provision of the Act ? :

Shri Pramananda Gagoi (Minister, Revenue )—Tt isa par
of the estimated area; So far as the final a“ql‘iSti“’;
is concerned the area is 12,948 bighas.

Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah—Whether it isa fact as Miy
nister has said, that 12,048 bighas of land are avaik
able for cultivation to the landless people. T Kuo¥

that- almogt all the cases are now pending before lh\':'
GOVernmant ;‘

T RS ra—

m.-l

Shri Paramananga Gogoi, (Minister, Revenue)— There i o
usstion. of pending, we have r=habilitated those er¢
Sion affected families and there are tenants also. Vacas
= .Lmdq HTSERlN0" fhors

Shri t:;o(r::lirzg( handra Gogoi—My question is whcrhc: qr‘
befo cases of 12948 bighas of land are pemmﬁ]
"¢ the Government ?

2anda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue ) —Regardings

the
- €ases of Jands which the D.C. proposes (o tal;:\“_.\

Shri

P“ral'na
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over by publishing draft notification only those cases are
pending before the Government. But this 12,948 bighas
are finally acquired;

Shri Dulal Chandra Khaund—Whether the excess land of
tea gardens of Jorhat Sub-division are finally assessed ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Mnister, Revenue)—The breakup
is not exactly with me. At Jorhat land for acquistion
was originally estimated to be 45,000 bighas. Only in
case of 12,943 bighas it is finally acquired, the other
cases are pending in the stage of draft publication

and some cases are pending under appeal.

Shri Premadhar Bora—Whether Govt. is aware of that

large areas of tea garden lands are brought under
cultivation by the Management knowing that these
lands will be brought under Ceilng Act by the Go-
vernment ¢

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue }— That infor-
mation is not with me, They can utilise the land

which is till now not taken by Government.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Hon’ble Minister promised
on the floor of the House that he will enquire about
one thing which he has not done till now. Many of
the tea gardens have started Citranela cultivation,

Sbri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue)—I have not
assured the House like that. I remember that except
tea any other cultivation they can bring, I assured
the House like that whether they are doing Citranela
or any other cultivation it is subject to Ceiling Act.

|
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Shri Dulal Chandra Khaund — Whether the forest resources
of excess land they are selling this Government Prop:
erty, whether it is known to the Minister of Forest
that these resources are exhausted, whether it is known

7 by the Government ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Forest )— So far my
memory goes there are two aspects of tea gardens for
settlement,—one is RFS and the other is NLR. Se
far as NLR is concerned different concerns are there.
Perhaps, they cannot, subject the correction, sell dnectl\;
any timber without paying their royalties to the Go-|
vernment.

RAGEER  (Fiaa — o= caiwE, A" qFr qrZiwea (Fe (T R :TW!

S8 fRar  wify Seatsd www Wimze faal o e | @3
AT 3 gz ?

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Forest)—They ar s
mostly from Majuli. |

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—Whether Government is: iss- |
uing any directions to the S.D.O.s and the D, C.s
sreventing them from further effecting acquisition of
lands ? !

Shri Paramananda Gogoi ( Minister, Revenue )— Rules are net;
like that.

Serger v ATFE — ST ACEIeY, RS XeFAR 2l GRS
@fs WS 39 o9l ez 791 czre ¢ atfiml (FELAI AT GAA LS

Serw| W sie—ugl, «3E1 T zra A% Afes@ 5T el
3q® 99 qpeiE feied fowdw tazts B FeriEe {9
fa=l, GIoET #{l qpe= =19l >58 =l Iqeienid =9l > 21F§ ¢
fral, Fwtaree A9l 3o fR9l, @wER @Iy 2F Sve th
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JRFBEE Rl w88y fXul, T odl sy AU AF (@SB
ol > TMEA 2 A o I, FWaz T4 (FE

SRRfFe o R |

Qoo THA— ST o, e fe w9 mibfee fofeT
aifesq | AP WEE  fume @fes criteE A Ten
fepire 430 BIFIIT wFTai FING A ?

e e () e M R T A R e £ (BRI TR 2 ¢

Qgenter v IFI—A FTB Py FAL ez GiE o B S
et f7Aq o 5f1 st o Rl fwme o 23 ?

S Ae—fefmz am 2a 1 @2 s [ fIaca
s R el wm s ) afete fame fime o) 2
@tal B |

Ssaretien FAFT—TRET Tagte 1 (el Jifiety T (e
e B N afeatais fewm Afwwtas faal 2o ?

Sperie A— T Ziee A3 fEert W ve B ARIES et

a0z | }

starred Question No. 292 was not put, the member
being absent,

Re : Starvation death in Majuli

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua asked : |

«03. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state——;

(ay The number of starvation death in Majuli during the
last five months ?

(b) The steps taken by Government to avert the present
critical food situation prevailing in that areap

(¢) The quantity of food staff supplied to that area during
the last five menths and the Agencies thiough which
thos: food stuffs were distributed ?
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(d) What were the specific relief measgres t?kiia:ir:;
the Government to save the population o
from the brink of starvation death ? (i

Dr. Bhumidhar Barman (Minister of State, Reven%le) r‘fpt ﬁv-e

293. (a)—No starvation death occurred in during las
months;

(b)—1. Gratuitous Reljef in kind ( food and CIOthb) Z::
given from time to time tq the distresed p.eople esl
rice amd atta, sugar, flgy, and sujee supplied through
Fair Price Shops.

2. Test Relief Schemes

Rice 470 Qtls,

1 .

2. Atta SO0EEES

3  Chira 12 ’

4. Gur, 20 ks,

S. Salt 2 bags,

6. Paddy 200 Qtls. ‘, juli. 8
and distribution was made through E. A. C Maju

and the S.D.C, Kamalabari,

s dstuff \
In addition the following quantities of foo .
Were Supplie

1.
2.
3%
4,
3,

i i S L
d through 107 Nos of Fair price shop

\
Rice 2466 Qlts,

Atta 3681 :

Sugar 1637
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|
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(d)—Covernment have issued Gratuitious relief to the

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—In reply to my question (a)

Dr,

Shr

Dr.

Questions 7

deserving flood affected and economically distressed
people. In addition Seed/Seedlings were provided to
the deserving flood affected cultivators for raising Sali
and Rabi crops. Test Relief schemes are being executed
to provide employment opportunity to the flood affected |

and economically distressed people.

the Minister has stated ‘No’. May I koow from the

Minister incharge of Revenue whether there was any

death due, according to the term of the Government, |
to malnutrition ? If so, what is the number of such

deaths ?
Bhuinidhar Barman — As per enquiry we have found

that there was no starvation death.
i Dalal Chandra Barua—I want to know whether any

enquiry has been conducted 1nto the causes of death |

of so many people in that area ¢ If so, whether the

cause of death was malnutrition, according to Gover-
ament 2 And what is the number of such deaths ?

Bhumidhar Barman—We did not enquire whether peoc- |
|

ple died due to malnurtrition.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua — Whether Government reczived .

any complaint from the people of Majuli submitted
to the Deputy Commissioner about the death of SO |
many people in that area ? If so, whether the Deputy;
Commissioner enquired into the matter and submitted |
his report ¢ What is the number of such deaths ¢
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Dr. Bhumidhar Barman—That matter is not with me now.
Shri Paramananda Gogoi—In connection with the Call
Attention Notice on that day there were two reports
but one report was available on that day. And accor-
ding to that report there were 16 cases of death and
all these 16 cases were enquired into. The deaths

were reported in Janambhumi. So far as the second

part was concerned, although detailed enquiry was made
I can just Say %

.

the report is not available with me.
that none of the 16 people who died, as reported in
the newspaper, died of starvation.

Shri Dula] Chandra Barua—What are the causes of death
mentioned in the report y

Shri Paramananda Gogoi—Dierrhoea dysentery, old-age etc.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Dijarrhoea ind dysentery duc

to what ¢ 3
Shri Paramananda Gogoi—That is due to the trouble of =
the stomach.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Who has conducted the enqu-
iry and when the enquiry was conducted and submi-
tted report ? L

Shri Paramananda Gogoi—The enquiry was conducted through
the D. C. Sibsagar. Perhaps the E. A. C, Majuli and
the Addl. D. C. went to Majuli and enquired into
the matter.

Shri Dulal Chandta Barua—When the enquiry report sta-
ted that there was no starvation death whether any
post-mortem examination was conducted 9
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‘Shfi Paramananda Gogoi—Post-mortem is not possible.

After the deaths were reported in the paper, how can
there be post mortem examination §

' Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—This matter w~as reported by
the local people including the President of the Ahc-
halik Panchayat through the E. A. C,, Camalabari.

Whether he enquired into the deaths and ordered post
mortem examination ¢

Shri Paramananda Gogoi—There was no post-mortem exa-
mination.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—How Government could asce-
rtain that these 16 people did not die of starvation g

Shri Paramananda Gogoi—Our officers went from House
to house and ascertained the causes of death.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—The Press reporter also went
to every house and reported the matter in the news-

paper. Which one is correct ?
Shri Paramananda Gogoi—Government report is correct.

Sq A5 Frar e AR A6t 1 fFE w 2T
ez TR AW Ameta i eifrel wife  4f€e2 2 Catshis
yq| dBATT WA Aa MFEF AL gfga et ¢

Shei Paramananda Gogoi—It is known to everyone of us
about the severeness of the last flood. During the
emergency we rushed food-stuff to Majuli but I cannot
exactly say whether it was sufticient for the people or
not. But we tried our best to supply as much as possible.
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Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, the Minister has stateg
that to save the people from starvation, Government
has taken up test relief works. May I know from
the Minister what is the total amount sanctioned as
test relief measures and how long the test relief works
will continue 1§ ‘

Shri Bhumidhar Burman (Minister of State)—The tntali
amount sanctioned for test relief works is Rs. 1.30]
lakhs and works are progressing. |

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—How long the test relief
works will continue ¢

Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister, Revenue) : Sir, it is
very difficult to say how long these test relief works
will continue. Government has contemplated to carry
on the rest relief works in different spheres.

EeAtT 9T AFARTT i ateEty 9igee weim OR O
AARCS] A 7@ A2 | A @R e SRR 36
QNT 479 oA T2 | SR NigEste ettt w3 @k
f* tzie ¢

ST sl — GBB1 AT ST TofEm sfRims qf s @0
fial T2tz 72 gtz SIce (Al wAge  cafes Seteatsnt Tibe
Sitate Ifa =y 2fitg oS 42T A3rel AT Wwy ot 3@ |

QAT IJ—AMR =B A SN, WNT, Afwz, @ S | o
faats  «feite qa Seige il A3 | (ormzee wigae )
N E G T T (I '

ST Sie—2FfeT  wrd wie  wifaw  w@E @@ cHeAR
G2 AFAFLE (GRRwT feal tzrm |

Shri Premadhar Bora—Will the Minister enlighten us about
the cattle mortality, and whether cattle loan has been

_—

ey
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sanctioned.
Shri Paramananda Gogoi (Minister)—We have not santioned
any cattle loan till today. The figure of cattle mor-

tality is not with me and I am sorry for that.

Spat vw TwA—f1 e wdtafor www  qem am OR
Feme A @R IN twe T F9wel 2z wizs afd
787 4e @ @ faafl 4F @R el ©E INE ZE
2 SEETS TEEe U wwwm vz P SRES e &
gEd 19 2r F% @3 ygy gl I atenm @fe? I
qree «feml CIfETEBY wamy ol @B wiw X Tl FEEE
Aga® AT ?

Yoiqrrerwr S0 — T FIT FYs  oifal carm one ey A
Gl (zed, AIF IR wrAlie efratsn e 3 A2
qretral | TARIEF Aty A9 B @l 2z |

S v ORZ—UTETS (B2 faferer <t FRAter S a0 =T
a2tz 7% i fReiss wi fral afes %
(@& «feq B AU si%a st o1 (IR SF ©F
starde @bl frold tzg |

g 59 AFA—AGANT Tigrze D] I FRAA e iz Wifzz
frg 2EREE A cefE Bai fofd Atalse 1% A A
gl A2 @206 FY TFT TRiwA S ?

Sieqe s PRZ—GE ReiE wm s SR ol 2 |

A zE—@2 ey s i @ SR L w2
o Aife =te @fF ¢
Dot o—a3tl fafew T w2 |

Re : Payment of Wages Act.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia asked @
% 294, Will the Minister, Labour be pleased to state—
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(a) Whether the Labour Minister’s Conference decide.:’l
to enhance the lay-off compensation to the workers
windening the scope of the Industrial Disputes Ar::i
and extending the coverage under the payment o
Wages Act ?

(b) If so, whether the State Government will consider

to have its own legislation in this regard as the Central
Government has failed to amend the aforesaid Acts
till to date ?

Shri Gajen Taxzti ( Minister, Labour ) replied : E

e ——

-

j

294, (a)—Yes, some recommendations in these matters were

made by the Labour Ministers during different Con=
ferences,

!
The consensus was that Government of india L:
would keep such recommendations in mind while '
drafting the comprehensive Industrial Relations Bill.
(b)—It is understood that Government of India are

financing the draft of the new Industrial Relations
Bill,

-

Under the circumstances, State legislations On
these matters is not contemplated,

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia—Sir, the information given by
the Minister in reply to (b) is that the Govt, of
India are finalising the draft of the new Industrial
Relations Bill. Sir. the Ministry of Labour has been

promising for the last 6/7 years that they will come up
with a legislation, Therefore, will the State Gover-

W Py 3

nment be pleased to enact a separate legislation in

view of the inordinate delay made by the Govt. of
India 9
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Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister, Labour)—Sir, 1 have already!
replied in (b).

Shri Atul Saikia—Sir, this legislation is pending for the |
last 6/7 years because TUTC, INTUC, EMS, SEATO |
etc. have not been able to agree over the question

of recommendaticns, So I urge upon the State Labour |

Minister to bring in a separate legislation here in the |

State legislature on  the pattern of the Assam Tea |

Plantation Prevident Fund Scheme 3

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister)—Sir, I have already replied
in (b) that no State Ilegislation on these matters is
contemplated. Our recommendation was that there
should be cne legislation for the whole country.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi—Sir, may I know what
were the recommendations of. the Labour Ministers’
Conference ¢

Shri Gajen Tanti (Minister)—Sir, at present the workmen
payment of lay off compensation is not covered by
the Industrial Disputes Act and the Payment of a
wages Act. So our recommendation was that it should
be included in the proposed legislation.

Re ! Development of Fisheries

Shrimate Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
» 295, Will the Minister, Fisheries be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the committee constituted to advise on deve-
lopment of fisheries and to enquire about functioning
of the Fisheries department under the Chairmanship

of the present Deputy Minister Shri1 Lila Kania Das
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submitted its report?

(b) If so, what is the main points in the
which Government action is needed ?

(c) Whether a copy of the same will be supplied t0 the

report on

members ?

Shri Upendra Das ( Minister, Fisheries ) replied ¢

- 295. (a)—The Sub-Committee constituted under the State
Fisheries Advisory Board to examine the settlemf-‘ﬂt
and working of the existing Fishery Co-operative
Societies in Assam submitted an interim report of the
Advisory Board: The Board decided that the Sub-
committee should submit *its full and final report

early as possble.

(b)—and (c)—Does not arise.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, this sub-committee was
formed under the chairmanship of ,Shri Lila Kant
Das who has since been appointed as Deputy Min*-
ster. May I know whether this sub-committee has
since been re-constituted or Shri Lila Kanta Das is
still continuing as the Chairman ?

Shri Upendra Das (Minister, Fisheries)=Sir, the sub-commi-
ttee has been reconstituted with Shri Kandarpa Das
as Chairman.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkatak’—Sir, [ would like to know
whether pending availability of the report the Gover-
nment has stopped setlement of fisheries to the Co-
operative Societies ¢

Shri U pendra Chandra Das (Minister)—No. it is not done.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether the Govt. 18
settling the fisheries with co-operatives or settling with




1975 Questions 15

the private individuals 9

Shri Upendra Ch. Das—According to rules the fisheries
are settled both with co-operetive fishery society as
individual,

Shrimati Renukadevi Barkataki—There is no doubt about
it. But we are asking whether the fisheries are settled
with the Co-operative Societies or with the private
individuals.

) Shri Upendra Ch. Das (Minister)—According to rules the
Fisheries are to be settled with Societies and also with
individuals.

Shrimati Renukadevi Barkataki— When the rules will be
framed

Shri Upendra Ch. Das (Minister)—That is under prepar-
ation and will be registered Very soon;

Shri Badan Talukdar—Whether the Chairman even after
becoming the Deputy Minister of the Govt, continued
to function as Chairman 9

Shri Upendra Ch. Das—No. in his place another man was
taken in.

Shri P. K. Choudhury—Whether the Govt. have changed
the rules of settlement of fisheries and taken to direct
settlement ?

. Shri U. C. Das (Minister)—No, Sir.

Shri Dulal C. Barua—What is the recommendation made
by the Committee y Whether there isany time limit 9

Shri U. C. Das (Minister) - When the examipnation will be
over they will submit a report afresh.

Shri Dulal C. Barua—Whether the interim report has been
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submitted to the Govt,
Shri U. C. Das—No, it is submitted
Committee and not to the Govt.

Shri Dulal C. Barua-— Are we to understand that it is done
it and not for the

to the Advisory

with some political motive behind
benefit of the fishermen of the State ?

Shri U. C. Das (Minister)—Certainly not Sir.

oo awa— @3 MGG foga we arergsdr I
& sawiE cAifefser ¢ aff st Afefee SR
fry vasiqs fafm «osidelq FMGF W ?

o wiA—a3r5l oSl wesiEefy A 51a =fafs =f3 fafed |

ieifs Forq (BEI—d39¢ FAS  FIAIEGA 2 AN gfe Eaplie
framresy (A, cowwEee afeqte fea czfal 2!

Shri U. C. Das (Minister)—By the Advisory Commitee this
Sub-Committee was formed.

Shri Dulal C. Baruah—What is the locustandi of the
Committee y If it is not appointed by the Govt. the
what is locustani of this Committee ?

Shri U, C. Das (Minister)— The Sub-Committee wa
ed by the Advisory Commitee. The suggestion Was
given by the Advisory Committee and then it was
approved by the Govt. for the appointment of “a subs

fora eAfefes
sq13 Al

s form-

committee.
Shrimati Renukadevi Barkataki—The Minister has said that

the Corporation is going to be registered very soeh
and on the other hand the settlements are being given
to the private individuals and also side by side to

th? Co-operative Societies. Now, when the corporation
will be registered whether all the fisheries given (0
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the private individuals will be brought under the
Corporation ?

Shri U. C. Das (Minister)— As soon as the Corporation

~ will be registered that will be considered.

Shrimati Renukadevi Barkataki—The Fishery Deptt, is
giving settlement to the private individuals and in
the name of certain Dalals, these things are going on.
The Minister has said that the Corportion is going
to be registered very soon. Now, suppose the Corpo-
ration is registered within 1975 then whether the
fisheries given to private individuals will come under
it ?

Shri U. C. Das (Minister) —Before formation of the Cor-
poration certain rules will be framed for guiding
the settlement affair, If within 1975, the Corporaticn
is registered then this thatter will have to be exami-
ned on the changed circumstances.

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Whether the Govt. is aware that
there are private lands converted inte Gavt. fisheries and
for that there is dispute prevailing between Fisheries
Dzptt. - ‘and the private individuals 9 If so, what
steps Govt. propose to take on this ?

Shri U. C. Das (Minister)—Nao private land is taken for
fisheries.

Shri Dulal C. Barua—After giving settlement, can the lease
be cancelled

Shri U. C, Das (Minister)—No, according to the terms
we cannot de that,

Shrimati Renukadevi Barkataki—The Corporation is a
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managing body and they are givinz settlement to pri-
vate individuals, Now after the corporation is regis-
tered whether those fisheries can be included in the
Corporation ?

Shri U. C. Das (Minister)—The purpose of the corporation

is very much known to the hon members. 1t is a coI-

poration for development of fisheries for increased

production. The fisheries settled may be incloded in
the Corporation after expiry of the term of lease in

suitable cases.

Shri Dulal C. Barua—If the Govt. is very much keen (@
form a Corporation for Fisheries then there (nust be
certain fisheries to be under the Corporation.

Shri U. C. Das (Minister)—The fisheries left out of
ment for the next year will be taken up by the

settle-

: Corporaiion,
s ARSMNE SIIFC AIHT (FT

SAPEHR R IR

* 33vl TEAER 97 Qe w@l TEiwE eigaz Iy SRR

() AN TP AOMNE ST @Bl G (P A I
IMBET ST Aql $590 bA® fwal WA 47 bIwICT A !

(}) T “A3fee 2 wtgwt @@ (R ) G YfEHIT IS HIFA
ofeattats 5 sl A ga

@fereds =@Fa ( 9zaFr ) sy firg ¢
spel  (F)—aadE A sETRIE Az wdm (o3 coltat CRfRe

() —famasl -[rm =fq el @fes | fre ga@e© @Rl AP
a5qq fowqs W6 ST KA 513, @ $13e IEATCA AHH]

@FH “eld SEYFS] dAmfd FI) AE |

|
l
S
p
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HPGER (FET TH WIMI FA @ @R GH AIZg e SR
PITHES 2HA AT @Hleq (2o wie @3 @M TAS S
g w AT G4 (2feq wiw Imes Wb i 94 (e |

Sifyredq *BFE — BB @B R <931 | ©ig a5t SR
(3™ CAAT TE AIB

TS @I WIBI—GIHT ST WA IA LT OIS
HEF (AW AR wReGT At3 3 A@l WIME T |
@fenl fEAeT  (F53 MmAp IfF ot cofen] FBCE SEI
offfieq TAfF ?

wfiredq I AMMeTqe o A Tl Wiz A FRA
e wifa |

el @ AT TESI—aB  qwe| Ttwg oRl F;© AN
SHIFS! (AL ATCE = 9

Rfrody 23T —T2 (IEIEE T T TR (T ot Siwae]
Bofd ¥ A3 | ARG o/ B @ o6 1B OIS SN
aEata @HIEAT TWATNE T

WEGHHR (PRI TAS oyl Afenl fomes =itfes  (sfen
72 YreNe S (Sraww ws 4fy @3 Al (Ffewel | sfem
erare WMe f&eta offes pentfRagbaredy  FH@ o1 fearm
zo| (@ | @3 I @IeFTRI cerAre ARl A3 ?

Wifsredd AZFT—CTIF = wql FATH A5l (BB (TSR AL
Ffa i 87 il oter wte o9l B@ ST @3 SRl (e
oty (B SRS G2 |

alzd A AAT—@3 A Reris Im fGag WS Al | IS
fafeniss  werzte  gaman Ifm 2tz wie @pizwe <ifprz |
(SRS 92 YR Rt s o A 1

igredq “2al—o4fs Rt wre Te TS AT Oie Tl 02 |
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_ ) ver |
Starred Question No. 297 was not put, the membes J
being absent.

Re ¢ Check Gates i

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked : ‘

*298. Will the Minister, Home be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it isa fact that State Police Departmentand
Supply Department set up check gates on different
routes within the State ? -

(b) If so, under what rule these check gates have oper=
ated ?

(©) Whether the public has been informed about thes®
check gates and aiso whether passengers travelling by

Bus are also liable for checking in these gates?
Shri Hiteswar

298. (a_)'.;._Yes-
(®)=The check eates have been established under the folls

SWIng Rules/Orders/Acts—

(D)  Assam Foodgrains ( Licencing and Control ) OrdeT-
1961 as amended vide Siupply Department Notificat=
151 No, 8DB, 274/71/PF/56, dated 4th January, 1975.
Section 7 (a) (ii) Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Act, 1974,

Section 10 (a) of (ii) Essential Commodities (Amen=
dment) Act, 1974, X
Section 6 A. B.C. D. of Essential Commodilies
LXSR0s5 read with Section 5 of the Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 1574.

Clause 2l (¢) of Assam Foodgrains (Licencing and

e

-

Saikia ( Minister, Home ; replied :

’F—

(ii)

(i)

P

(iv)

(v)
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Control) Order, 1961 and sub-rule (2) and (3) of
Rule 114 of Defence of India Rules, 1971.

(C)—Yes.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sit, on the other day
the Minister stated that some casual labourers were
appointed to help checking buses ‘and trucks, specially
the trucks carring rice and paddy to the border
areas. May I know from the Minister whether these
check-posts are part of the Police out-post and whe-
ther the checking of the trucks is the duty of the
Police out-posts ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister, Home)—Both are engaged.

In one side, we have the Police Constables and on
the border, we have the Home-guards to check trucks
carrying rice and paddy to the borders areas.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkitaki—I am asking whether
this duaty of checking trucks is allotted to the casual
employees.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Home Minister)—Where there are
Police Out-posts, it is the duty of the Police. Besides
we have some other additional arrangements to restrict
movements of trucks and buses so that they cannot
carry rice and paddy to places outside.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether these Police
Out-post employees have other duties besides checking
trucks carring rice and paddy ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Minister) 1his is the main duty. They

are also used for loading and unloading whenever

necessary.
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Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Every functioning authority
has to observe certain executive norms in regard to
the exercise of their executive authority. Truck chec-

king does not come under the Police according to

the Police Manual. I want to know under what

authority the Police have been entrusted with this
extra responsibility. Whether any executive order from
the Home Department has been issued and if o, when ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Home Minister)— Under Clause 21 (¢}
of the Assam Food Grains ( Licensing and Control
Order, 1961 and sub-rule (2) and (3) of Rule 114 of
the Defence of India Rules, 1971 respective D). Csare
empowered to issue orders entrusting all Police officers
above the rank of A.S. Is to discharge this exird
responsibility.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—This is a special law.
to know whether to that effect the Police Manual has
been amended without which any and every bod¥
cannot be entrusted with such kin. of respoasibility.

I want

ey

Shri  Hiteswar Saika ( Home Minister )—The D, Cs have
eertain special powers by virtue of which they have
the right to search any persons whenever nDecessary.
by virtue of that power the D.Cs have issued nece-
ssary orders to Police Officers above the rank of A, S. Is

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Generally D. Cs cannot issue
such kind of orders :o search a person. It is the S.P.
who are empowered to do this. Even for that purpose

I?O. the Police Manual has to be amended. Because
tiie Police oificers also cannot be entrusted with any

M T T T e T R g —— |

P g # r T ]
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and every Kind of responsibility. They have certain
specific duties. Now, whether to that effect the Gov-
ernment have amened the Police Manual ¢

Shri Hiteswar Saikia ( Minister, Home )—Sir, the D. Cs are
empowered to issue orders to this effect under the
Defence of India Rules, 1971.
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Starred question No. 299 was not put the member

being absent. t
Re : Government Forms
Shri Abdur Rahman Choudhury asked . : \
*300. Will the Minister, Printing and Stationery be ple-
ased to state— Y

Whether Government is aware about the fact that
owing to shortage of supply of adequate quantity of
Government forms the offices and pubiic are suffering

e
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a lot ?
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister, Printing & Stationery) replied :
300.—Government is awaare of the temporary shortages. |

All possible efforts are however, being taken to ease

the situation.
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Re : Sugar Mills

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :
#303. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state—
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(a) Whether it is a fact that Centre has agreed to give
letter of intent for only three Sugar mills in Assam ?

(b) If so, what are the reasons for turning down the
proposals for rest four Sugar mills ?

(c) Whether the Project reports of all the seven Sugar
mills were submittzd in time ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Industries ) replied :

303, (a)—So far Centre has issued licenses for three Sugar
mills in Assam.

(b)- Our proposal for the rest four Sugar mills has been
rejected on the ground that sufficient Sugarcane is not
likely to be available in the proposed areas.

(c)—The Feasibility Reports of all the seven Sugar mills
were submitted promptly,
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Re ¢ Sugar Mills

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki asked :

% 305. Will the Minister, Industries be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of letter of intents received uptill
now.'by the State Government to start Sugar Millin
Assam ¢ ' _

(b) When these letter of intents were received ?

(c) - What will be the financial involvement in these Mill% ¢

(d) Whether A.I D.C. will start these Mills in public &
Sector or in Co-operative sectors ?

Shri Chatrasing Teron ( Minister, Industries ) replied :

305. (a)—Three locenses have so far been received for
starting new Sugar Mills in Assam.

(b)—The licenses were received as below —

Dibrugarh Dist. 21st May 1974. \
Nowgong Dist 21st May 1974. 3
Kamrup Dist 26th May 1974.

(c)—About Rs. 700 lakhs in total,

(d)—These Mills will be started in the Co-operative Sector.

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki-~Sir, the Minister has stated
that the feasibilty reports of all the seven Sugar Mills
were submitted by the Industrial Development Corpo-
ration of India, but the Govt. of India has rejected
4 of these reports, Now, may I know from the Mini-
ster whether the feasibility report of the other three
also stated’ the sugar cane is not available in Assam?

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister)—Sir, we have submitted
relevent datas about existing cane cultivation for all
the seven mills and also probable expended area yield e
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~ of these areas.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Whether it is a fact that the
feasibility 1'eport$ of these sugar mills showed that
we have got enough sugar cane to feed tho e mills ?
_If ‘hat is so, why the feasib lity report has been rej-
ected by the Govt of India ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister)—Sir, in this respect we
are exploring the available areas of sugar céne cult-
ivation as well as the potential areas on which sugar
cane can be grown and on that basis we are reque-
sting the Govt, of India for issue of licence in sugar
mill.

Sonte Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, my question is, in
submitting ‘the feasibility rteport, they have spent lot
of money.” And if the report is rejected that there is
no feasibility ‘of establ shing sugar mills then there cannot
be any feasibility report. if that is so, T am asking
why the Govt. of Assam spend so much money
on it ¢ :

Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister)—Sir, in the case of fea-
sibility, report no such expenditure was incurred. The
National Sugar Development Corporation, which is the
Govt. of India’s concern, they prepared the feasibi-
lity report.

Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, I ‘want to know whe-
ther in future the Govt. will be cautions in its appr=

oach to submit report to the Centre ¢

Shri Chatrasing Teron, (Minister)—Sir, that aspect will be

looked into.
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Smti Renuka Devi Barkataki — Sir, the letter of intents havei

been received for 3 mills. Now, I want to know what

is the physical progress these mills have achieved up
to date ¢
Shri Chatrasing Teron (Minister)—For these three mills
the matter have been taken up with the Natfonall
Co-operative Development Corporation for financing
the cost on preparing the detailed project reports for |
the mills. As these are in co-operative sector, the
National Co-operative Development Corporation is pre- |
pared to bear the expenditure of the detailed project ;‘
report and quotation for plant and machinery obtained f
]
’z

and our Co-operative Department is taking preliminary
steps for formation of cooperative societies jaround.the
three sugar mills and also . for applying loans from
the financial institutitions and at the same time for
the purpose of cane development, the Agriculture Deptt, .
in collaboration with the Cooperation Deptt and Indu-
stries Deptt carrying out surveys in the field on which
Sugar cane cultivation can be carried on.

Shri Atul Chandra Saikia — May I know how many crushing
days would be there according to the fesaibility report? i

Shri Chatrasing Teron—Our estimate i1s from 120 to 140
days in a year,

S AtCe Sy 39— ey ST Aztey, SRt Sgafa Aelers J13eq
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Undisposed Starred Question date 10-3-75

Re : Vespa Scooters
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Shri Probin Kumar Choudhury asked ¢
* 306. Will the Minister, Transport be pleased to state—
How many Vespa Scooters were allotted during

Ist April, 1974 to 31st October, 1974 ( The names of
the alloitees may be furnished ) ?

Shri Indreswar Khound ( Minister, Transport) replied :

306.—200 units. The names of the allottees are placed on
the Table of the House.
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Question and Answers ?

Date : 10th March, 1975

Re : Purchase of Medicine, Instruments etc. 1

Shri Kabir Chandra R&Y Pridhanis asked =

1. Will the Minister, Veterinary be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Veterinary Dbpartmen‘u
has ordered vide Memo, No, A. 5-319/72-73/435518205
dated 7th September, 1972, not to purchase anytif
from M/S Bijoy Stores and Trading Corporati®®

Gauhati ¢ :
(b) If so, why the department has been still PUFChasms‘
medicines, instruments from the said firm ? '
(¢) What is the total purhase made from that firm Siﬂc":l
1972 till date 9 ti

Dr. Lutfur/Rahman ( Minister, Veterinary ) replied :

1. (a)—This order was issued by the Director of Animal |
Husbandry and Veterinary Department. .
(b)—No orders for purchase of medicines. instruments €tc. |

has been placed with this firm. However, it is found
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that many manufacturers of medicine, instruments etc.,
when orders are placed with them, effect their supp-
lies through the said Bijoy Stores instead of supply-
ing directly. '

(©) ~ The value of such supplies made through said -Bijoy
Stores is Rs. 1,82 117°32 Paise.

Shri Kabir Ch. Roy Pradhani—Sir, may I know from the
Minister what is the details of purchases for the diff-
erent branches of the Department since 1972 tillto
day from the said firm, I want the analysis of the

purchase.
Dr, Lutfur Rahman (Minister)— Sir, analyses of purchase

from 'that particular firm is not with me but from
that firm mediciues, glaxo etc. had to be purchased
bacanse they are the sole distributor in these and so
when we put orders to the manufacturers, they route
it through the firm,

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua—Whether it is a fact this firm was
black listed ?

Dr, putfur Rahman (Minister)—It was not black listed but
no orders were placed with it.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua—When there was orders not to pu-
rchiase anything from the firm why the purchase was
made by the Director from. this firm ¢

Dr, Luatfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, the position is such
that the Director had to place orders through the
Distributors an i M/3 Bijoy Stores is the distributor of
certain medicines which are not available with any other
firm and thesc are available only with them and these
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U
t the emergﬂﬂch'-'?

0

medicines were specially required to mee
Shri Dulal Ch. Barua—How can it be that the Govt. col
not -arrange to purchase from any other firm ? :
Dr, Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Yes, Sir, there are cerlam;

medicines which nobody else can manufacture. S ‘
Shri Dulal Ch. Barua—Sir, what is the reason for g:vm!-:;ﬁ
such orders that no purchase should be made from;

the said firm qoms
Dr. Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—Sir, there are suspicion &
involvement of this firm with a case of double
ment and this is under investigation.

Dulal Ch. Barua—Whether it is a fact that the ¢ ‘
of ‘double payment has not yet been settled and undet
what circumstances, ordsrs are still placed with (63
firms fo supply medicines ? :
. Lutf'ur Rahman, (Minister)—Sir, as I have already sa1dj

that there is no other alternatives than to routé ort?'\

°rS through the said firm as certain essential medic ¢

&S are available only with them.
Dula) Ch, o' know whether orders

pay 1\‘

Shri ase §

Shrij
Barua—I want

w i :
°'® placed with the particalar firm just to ear
Something B

of it.
Pr: Liitfu ders

s Rahman (Min'ister)—It is not a fact, the or T

Shri Izleb-placed as there was no other alternative. ‘
a . 3

ble ol Roy Pradhani—So there is a case of dou-

Pa . g o
YMent and the caseis also under investigaton:

It s g '
Whetha distributor firm. May [ know from the Ministel

er th; ; : ; : -
Cturer o particular firm which is not a manufa

> €annot be plack listed ¢
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Dr, Lutfur Rahman, (Minister)—We put all orders to the
manufacturers but we cannot write to the manuf-
acturers to black list the firm because of the fact
that a case is simply under investigation..

Smti. Renuka Devi Barkataki—This Bijoy Stores, Sir, as
the Minister said it is the distributor and stockist only
in Gauhati. I do not know whether this firm is the
distributor and stockist for Gauhati only or for the
entire Assam. But whether Govt. will ascertain orthe
Govt. is trying to procure medicines directly from the
manufacturers in view of the case of double payment.

Dr, Lutfur Rahman {(Minister) - Unless the investigation is
completed no action can be taken just mow.

Shri Dulal Ch. Barua—Apart from  this case, is Govt.
aware of the fact that this gentleman wanted to play
o very bad role and for that reason, the Govt. had to
issue such orders ¢

Dr, Lutfur Rahman (Minister)—I am not aware of this.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—Sir, may Iknow from
the Minister what amount is still to be paid ?

Dr. Lutfur Rahman, (Minister)—Balance is not with me but
[ have given the figure, We have already paid price
of medicine worth Rs. 1.82.117.32 paise total.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—Whether this amount
has been paid or to be paid ?

Dr, Lutfur Rahman ( Minister y—It is not with me now and I
am not sure how much has been paid and how much

is yet to be paid.

Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—I want to know what
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£

is the balance amount to be paid and how much has

been paid. |
Dr. Lutfur Rahman, ( Minister )—I said, Sir, [ am not sure.‘_l
Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani—Wlether this firm &5
involved in regard to the suspension of the previos:
Director of the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary?ff

Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )—1It is the same case, Sit-

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Whether this firm is involve::'i
suspension of some officer in the year 197-“

in case of “8
he firm 15163

and whether one of the charge against 1
the matter of appointment. 2
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )—Yes Sir, that is so.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua-1If itis so, how this firm cﬁl‘-Lj
be allowed to continue to supply ? 3
Dr. Lutfur Rahman ( Minister )—Sir, the circ
such that some of the medicines nobody €
actures and we are making all endeavourl o g€
supplies of medicines from other sources.
Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pradhani-I1 want to

ether the Hon’ble Minister would be pleased to end® =
d the =

umstances ar

lse manuf
¢ ouf N\

know wh

uire into all these including suspension case an
payment of the articles made so far. "
Dr. Lutfur Rahman—It is already under enquiry, Sir. &
Unstarred Questions and Aunswers
Date «+ 10th March, 1975 X
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" Shri Dulal Chandra Barua -1 will inform the House when

it is found necessary to do sO.
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Mr. Speaker—According to rules you are to inform the
|

House.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Sir, time has not
to do so. I
Mr. Speaker—There is an obligation on the Chairmar, under

Rule 200 (3) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly that
he has to report to the House.

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—Unless opportune time Comes
I cannot make a statement. At this stage I do 1ot
feel it necessary to report, | ‘

Mr. Speaker—Waithin this week ?

Shri Dulal Chandra Barua—I will discuss with vou Sif.

Mr, Speaker—You will report within this week.

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki - Sir, under Rule 54 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly I call attention of the Minister, i
Supply to the news item appearing in the Dainik
Asoni, dated 10th January, 1975 under the caption
— i FIT A’

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali (Minister)—Sir, Under Rule 3 of the
Conduct of Elections in all Towns in Assam, there
shall be’ six members ( Commissioners ) in total in a
Town Committee of whom 4 (four) shall be elected \
and 2 two) appointed by State Government to represent
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes or other - socially ¥
and educationally Backward Classess residing within }

the small Town.

yet come j

o P e
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Accordingly, the general election of Nazira Town
Committee was held on 7-10-74 and Sarvashri Jadab
Baruah, Duleswar Bezbaruah, Matiur Rehman and
Abdulmazid Khan were elected as members of the
Town Committee,

As two persons are required to be appointed by
Government to respresent Scheduled Caste/Tribes O
other Backward Classes as ment‘oned above, necessary
proposal we2s called for from the local sub-divisional
Officer concerned, as usval on 11.11.74.

The prescribed criteria for nomination are that
the appointed person should —
be a resident of the town ;and
Belong to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes or other
socialy and educatiorally backward classes.

The Sub-Divisional Cfficer, Sibsagar accordingly
suggested to persons viz-Sarvashri Priyaram Borgohain
(Ahom-OBC) and Ramakanta Sutradhar (Scheduled Caste)
for appointment, as members of the Town  Committee
on 23-11-74. Government, after considering  the
suggestion of the Sub-Divisional Officer, appointed these
two persons as member of the Town Committee on
3-12-74. There is neither any indication in the report
of the Sub-Divisional Officer about their party alliance
nor Government consider it necessary to ascertain their
party alliance, as appointments are not made on party
considerations,

As such, the question of appointing 4 persons of
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i

|

doubtful relation with ruling party by Governmenlgg
does not arise. ].
Theé Ist meeting for election of Chairman and Vi
Chairman of the Town Committee was scheduled lﬂ'i
be held on 8-1-75, but it was not published in !!IE;,
Assam Gazette, within the prescribed time Timit Undff'\
Second Schedule of the Assam Municipal Act, % -
it is pecessary that the date fixed for first meeting shll ‘
be notified in the Gazette at least 15 clear days &
fore the meeting. The notice for meeting on 8-1-73 Wi
issued by the Sub-Divisional Officer as required undflf‘:
the said Second Schedule on 13-12-74 and as such, ("%
Was published in the Assam Gazette on 25-12-74 att |
45 _such this was ;:hallenged by Shri Duleswar BC'I‘ '1;1
oaruah; existing Chairman of the Town Committee I8

- N
the Gauhatj High Court, The Hon’ble High Courtht N
Passed order ag A deri »

“The operation of the impugned notification No.

SGM/M/IOS dt, 13-12-74 published in the Assam Gazeft® -
dt. 251274 is stayed pending disposal of this Rule.
Ehas will not, however, put any fetters in the powers k
of the officer concerned to hold the meeting by issuiné &
fresh Hotice in accordance with Rules.” l
-Accordi"giy, the Sub-Divisional officer issued: fresh ‘
non.ce on 16-1-75 fixing 20th February, 1975 and the \
121;)};(-:':5 Was also published in the Assam G(«J'ZCT[G dt.
) 2027 * The first meeting also held acc':‘ord'ngly on
/5 ang the Chairman and Vice-Chairman Wwel€

°d in the said meeting.

Elect
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Shrimsti Renuka Devi  Barkataki—Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I would like to know only one clarification in this
connection from the Hon’ble Minister. Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister has stated that two members have been nomi- |
nated to represent the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled |
Tribes or other socially and educationally backward
classes residing within the area. But Shri Borgohain
belongs to O.B.C. Whether that is validy -~ Then, Sir,
it is understood that some of the nominated members
are related to some of the topbrasses of the Ruling
party ? Is it a fact, Sir ?

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali ( Minister )—Sir, according to the
relevant rules the nominated members should belong
to one of the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes or
other socially and educationally backward classes. Now,
gjr, there is a convention and we have adopted this
in principle in the matter of appointment that the
residents of the Scheduled Castes © and Scheduled
Tribes should not be less than 5% of the total pupu-
lation of the area. Generally, we do not select the
member from them if their number is"less tham 5%.
So, in that case w: select member  frome the other
section; of @:B.C. etc., if their numbers ate more than

s9,, and Sri Borgohain belongs to C.B.C. (Ahom).

Shrimati Renuka Devi Barkataki—Sir, what about my other
point regarding the relationship-of some of the mem-
bers with some of the topbrasses of the Ruling-party ?

Shri Syed Ahmed “Ali ( Minister )=—Sir, that -isrnot within
my knowledge.
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Shri Dulal Ch. Baruah—Mr, Speaker Sir, While taking

part in the discussion on the Budget that has been

presented by the Chief Minister, the Finance Minister
the other day, 1 want to raise certain points.

But the main point is, I would like to raise, is
this a real surplus budget? Dose it really bring
succour to the teeming masses groaning under the
strangle-hold of the worst ever economic disaster in
the country ? Does it bring a ray of sunshine through
the dark clouds that threatens the common man with
an impending disaster, that threatens him with a final
doom ? To that my answer will be a big No. In
the real sense of the term it is not a surplus Budget

...,.’-.,

s

e
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but a deficit Budget. To support this I want to say
that the Chief Minister has tactfully omitted one im-
Portant aspect and that is the debt position of the State.
The debt ros tion is upto the reck & we are indebted
to the Govt. of India and varicus financial institutions but
the Chief Minister has tried to hide it by saying that
there is no overdraft. But Sir, overdraft is still there
although it has not been shown in the Budget.
Again Sir, at page 19 of the Budget speech it
has been stated the deterioration was due chiefly to
wrong debits against the State Goverament by the
Controller Defence Accounts and irregular debits by
the Railways and partly to non-reimbursement of our
dues on account of outside Police Battalions by the
Governtment of India. The wrong debits made by the
Controller of Defence Accounts were adjusted and
the irregular debits ra‘sed by the Railways were reve-
rsed due to the vigorous efforts made by the State
Government.” Sir, it is a very vague thing because
it has not been mentioned what is the amount that has
been adjusted and what is the amount that is to be
adjusted in respect of reimbursement. Unless we know
these things the real picture cannot be known. Apart
from  that, Sir, in the receipt side they have shown
all receipts on probable basis especially the revenue
receipts. In revenue receipts there is no probability as
we have seen in many years. Apart from that the
State Government are required to contribute Rs. 50
crores for the plan by additional resource mobilisation
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including Rs. 30 crores by the revision of royalty of
crude oil. These things are still in the mother’s womb
Therefore, this Budget cannot be said to be a Surplus
Budget ; it is' a deficit Budget. It is a misnomer, It
is a mirage, it holds out only a false promise, I bel
ieve, by mnot imposing an extra dose of taxation, the
Sinha Government want to earn the applause of all
But the pertinent question is, can our people sustain
more taxation ? They cannot, because everything has
already been sucked outof them. Nothing remains to
be squeezed out from them anymore. But various
indirect taxes will cuniinue to badger even the fallen
victims,

Sir, I do not claim myself to be a financial wiz-
ard with magic wand in hand to effect magical tra-

nsformations of economics nd financial situations; nor
do I have any pretentiois notions of being an expert on -
such nicities. But as a laymar, [ do know and understand
that a budget should clearly and in no ambiguous term
display the true picture of State’s finances and that
it should also contain in itself the measures for the
€conomic advaicement of the people. It shuold reflect
people’s hopes and aspirations, It should be able to
enthuse and insp:re them to go forward with zeal and
8usto on the onward muarch towards a brave new goal
But. is this bunch of Papers, full of figures and tab-
les an indicator of all that ? No. It is a mere jugglery
of figures to confuse and mislead the pcople; one has
only to browse through them to see the utter hollow=
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M

ness, the unfathomable emptiness it is compossed of:
It is a whitewish, a camouflage for the Government’s
failures.

Sir, it is within the easy comprehension of all
that the strength or weakness of a country’s or State’s
economy is measured by certain things like State income,
per capita income etc. And judging by thesé.criteria,
it appears crystal clear that the economy of Assam
is miles away from a happy situation. There has been
only 5% marginal increase in the per capita income
at current prices from Rs. 572 in 1972-73 to Rs. 601
in 1973-74 and a mere 2% increase of State’s income
at constant prices over that of 1972-73. Besides, the
Chief Minis'er has dropped a hint that additional
taxation may have to be imposed to pay Dearness
Allowance, if it is sanctioned according to the form-
ula evolved by the Assam Pay Commission, 1973 as
the Govern.i:ent  will have ‘to incur an additional
expenditure of Rs, 32 crores to cover an additional
81 points with effect from 1st July, 1974 upto the end
of the next finaucial year,

Sir, since the Government constituted the Pay
‘Commission there is no point in saying that they are
not going to implement the recommendations. If it is
so, what is the meaning of constituting a Pay Commi-
ssion at the instance of the employees. If the Govt:
wants to give benefits to the employees, it should im-
plement the recommendations within a year or so:
Therefore, when the Government will be require to
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pay Additional D. A. the Budget will be a deficit on

To sum up in few words, the whole economy¢

the country and more especially that of Assam he
slowly and deliberately over the decades been drwe’
to deepest doledrums. W]/ at is more, Assam has bees
regularly chosen and allowed to stagnate economicall
and the common man is being forced to bear U
whole brunt, Though the plan era began with b
objective of raising the down-trodden masses o
their sub-standard of living, in reality it has onil

culminated - in enriching the rich and impoverishin

the poor—the octopun grip of inflation is throttli
out the life of the common man—the frankenstien d
deficit financing created and let loose by our Gover
nment hovers around to crush each and every bodl
among the poor in his monster grip. The |_1nheard0f§
price spurt deprives the commeon man from his birth
right to four square meals—deprived him of a)afd"]
cloth to cover his nacked body,

Talkingesabouts . infation: ouf = Giovt: intibaniia
measures gives us the idea that inflation here is &
Side effect of the internati nal monetary and fiscal
Upheavals that the roots of the malaise lie in the in
ternational money market—that, t is a common phena:}
Menon even in the advanced countries. But Sir. it isi
only a half truth and if viewed at the backdrop of
another important relevant feature, it becomes a total]
myth, In almost all these countries wages have gtown:
manyfplq and this very fact nullifies and negates the |

[ ]
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effects of a price hike, In this country, between 1956
and 1966 price level went up by 80%.. Between 1966
and July, 1972, it shot up by another 54%. Over the
last two years it took another upward swing of 50%.
This is an all India figure publised by a prominent
Bombay weekly. According to the Economic survey
of Assam, 1972, codsumer prices level in Assam is
about 20% higher than the all India lever. Now if
All India price level is 80% or more, the Assam figure
works out at more than 100%, i.e. more than double
during the period between the perjod from 1966 and
July, 1972. This abnormal price spurt coupled with stag-
nation in the sphere of production, threatens to obliterate,
annihilate the poor and the wvast cross-section of the
middle income group from its very existance. Accc-
rding to the latest available estimates, the total number
of persons below the poverty line in Assam is 3 lakhs
in urban dareus and 107 lakhs in the rural areas. This
comes to a total of 110 lakhs which accounts for
nearly 75% of total population of the State. Besides,
there are lnnumerable pockets where famine and near-
famine conditions prevail. Whrat more tzlling evidence
is needed to say that a Democle’s sword is hanging
over the people’s head ? Mur Government remains a
passsive onlooker of this vast degradation. Presumably
in a clitch like ‘Garibi Hatao’ it seeks the penacea
for the malignant growth in the entire social fabric.
Sir, unemployment has assumied a frightening and men-

acing proportion, more specially, among the educated
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unemployed. The magnitude of the problem can he
gauged from the fact that before launching of the F&=
urth Five Year Plan the backlog of the unemployed
was 13 Ilakhs of whom 125 lakhs were educated
unemployed. The Draft Fifth Five Year Plan of Assam
has placed the estimate of unemployed at 115 lakhs
in the rural areas and another about 4 lakhs in the
urban areas i.e. a total of about 15 lakhs. But the
Chief Minister’s Budgat speech made no mention of
the size of the unemployed nor has he spelt outany=
thing clearly about how it should be dealt with. Though
there is a declared policy that the unemployed youthss
the retrenched personnel and surplus labour population
will be given opportunity for employment, it has become
a mere mockery. The Government could not do anything
in that particular direction. Though industries have
been sought to be established to give employment (O
the youths, if you analyse properly you will find that
not a single industry has come up at the instance Of
the Government or with the help of the so-called
nationalised banks. The banks have been nationlised
only to give benefiit to the rich who can be termed
as capitalists and not to the common man. The Go-
vernment has remained silent to do away with the
starvation conditions in the tea garden pockets, NoO
indication about this has been given in the C.M.s
budget speech. Sir, in the sphere of agriculural prod=
uction the country presents the most dismal picture.
agricultural state, where,

Assam, predominantly an

|
|
!
!
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80% of her population is engaged in agriculture still
remains a starving State. In our estimation this sordid
of affairs is not primarily caused by floods and drou-
ghts, but by human ingemity. The major task of
identifying all approaches and ideas with agriculture
or with the cultivators has been thrown overboard.
Instead this major issue concerning our progress and
very existence is being made the ground for political
horse-trading.  Agriculture has become thoroughly
politicalised. It is all but plain to see that inspite
of the millions poured to raise agricultural production,
no break-through has been made and agriculture in
Assam in essense has made no significant stride to-
wards progress from its primitive existence. And for
this, the blame must be laid at the door of the
Government. To make political capital for the ruling
party, agriculture has been allowed to rot. Why Assam
being an agricultural state connot provide a morsel of
food to the hungry millions ? The answer is, that agriculture in
Assam must be turned over to the cultivators, they must be freed
from the present state of keeping it in a political playground.
Wwhat I want to say, Sir, is that the policy which has becen
jollowed by the¢ Government in respect of agriculture produc-
tion is a wrong policy and no sincerity of purpose. Sir, in the
year 1971-72 there was a slight increase in food production which
eventually tampered off. The so called green revolution did not
usher in an era of plenty and prosperity because all manner of
planning for agriculture was framed with short-icrm political

benefits in view. and a real scientific and objective attitude was

never taken. Although 4 or 5 crores ol rupees are spent annu-
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ally on flood contreol etc. occurrence of flood has been a regulas
feature. If food production is to be increased significantly more
affective measures for flood control and scientific methods of
irrigation and embankment must be adopted. Sir. our totalgeo-
graphical area is 7893 lakh hecires and that total crop area is
728 lakh hectres i.e. 248 % of the total ceographical area,
According to the Chief Minister 50,000 hectres has been proposed
to be brought under irrigation, this is, only 18 % of the tofal
area. Sir. this will clearly show what effective measures have
been taken by the Government to have more production in the
State. They have failed in flood control, they have failed in

irrigation front, they have also failed in other fronts. Before |
politics,

d. Sir,

expecting any achievement, agriculture must be freed from

and a solid infra-structure for agriculture must be create
I must submit another thing. Now we are having a planfor
farming corporations. No doubt, the idea is good but inmany
respects we find that we are putting the tart before the horse.
We are not having proper planning to achieve the target and
we are not in a position to do away with all the obstacles be-
causc we are thinking not for the common masses but we are
thinking only for ourselves—for our political gain. Therefore,
far from curbing expenditure there has been wasteful expenditure.
Recently the ¢hief Minister has appointed an adviser to look
after rabi crop programme =at a flat salary of Rs. 3000/— P&
month. Not only that he has been trcated as a State guestands
has been provid.d with @ car  All this shows that the Govern=

ment 15 living beyond its means A person living beyond i

means becomes insolvent. A private business man living beyond
his means becomes bankrupt. And a Government living beyond
its means leads to deficit financing and inflation. Qur Govt in
the name o development is only expinding its burecaucracy and
ncreasing wasteful ex end ture 't is high time Government

tichtens its belr
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In this connection, I want to submit a few important aspects of the

thing Sir, according to the Govt rerort upto date there area
total number of 1692 cases of misappropriation detected from
1962 to 1975 intolving an amount of Rs. 7827 crores. Apart
from these there are other cases which could not be detected
yet. Out of these the major share goes to the following Deptt ;
P.W.N. 237 cases, E & D 209, Education 437 and medical 97.
Tn P.W.D. one case alone involves | crores of rupees which is
now under investigation of C.B I In the same way the expen-
diture incurred in connection with the improvement in the Agri-
culture, even 40 per cent was not spent properly and as a result
of this there has been a total bankruptey and starvation deaths
in the State. Apart from that about °8 lakhs of rupees Wwe are
paying annually to the officers who are put under suspension.
Due to the delay in disposinz of these cases we are to pay them

for which we are not getting any service from them.

Sip, the Drogress of industrial Development in this State has been at

the lowest ebb The draft outline of the five year plan of Assam
has rightly observed that the pattern of investment and exploi-
tation of rich resources of the State, such as tea, jute and oil

continue on the old colonial pattern. These are the biggest

foreign exchange carners for the country. The proportionate‘

foreign exchange earning from Assam tea is Rs. 81:2 crores, From
Assam crude oil is Rs. 284 crores and from Assam Jute is Rs.
53'1 crores. But in spite of such huge foreign exchange carnings
derived from the exploitation o the resources in Assam, ihe
centre is not giving Assam its legitimate <hare for its prosperity
and economic development. The taking OVer of land for tea, oil
and for industrial projects have impoverished the local people
¢ urther, barri g the s-tung up of a \ertiliser factory and a mini:
refinery, no significant utilisation Ol patural resources has come

about since indcpendence
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I would like to submit that we have gone through the statement made

by the Minister incharge of Petrolium that the Govt. of India
has civen assurance to our M. Ps and M. L. As that they are
not going to take any more crude oil than the original 3 mi-
Ilion tons to Barauni. They have given already a statement fo
this effect. I do not know whether the Chief Minister or the
Govt, who were having discussion with Govt. of India have
agreed to the proposal of taking extra 1 million ton to Barauni
for which an extra pipeline is being laid from Lowkhowa to
Barauni. If this is so, then I would say that we are not going
to budge an inch from our stand point. We have already allo-
wed them to take a lot of oil. T am speaking on behalf of
the people, we will not allow them to take away any more oil
We have given them already. In this connection I want to quote
from Mr. Tarlok Singh’s ‘India’s Development Experience’. Here
in Table 6 : Eastern Region, State Plan outlays fer the year
1971-72, Assam 123, West Bengal 959, Tamil Nadu 1513. Andhra
Pradesh 1421. Now, this gives the picture of the North Eastern
Region. Again Sir, in domestic product Assam is the lowest
282, West Bengal 334, Tamil Nada 375, Panjab 1038. In page
61 of the same book, I am quoting, “Data such as have been
cited above are meagre enough. Even these are not available for
all the territories in the north east region, not for hill regions.
The latter are only now bcginr.ling to emerge from the stage of
pre-development. While there is new activity in construction and
in social services in these areas there is no significant change
yet in agriculture, or in employment and productivity”. Now,
he has also suggested the reasons for that. *“High transport
costs and insufficient integrations with the rest of the country
are serious obstacles for which solutions have still to be found.
In this connection, the ¢mergency of Bangla Desh as a separate

country and the growth of regional co-operation in its wider

h— MMJM "
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meaning could throw up new possibilities of development and
integration. Both in the plains and in the hill areas, the pro-
ductivity of land has to be raised through systematic action by
way of flood coatrol, soil conservation, improved crop patterns,
co-operation in production wherever possible, and strengthening
of marketing, credit and communications within each district.”

Sir, in this connection I would like to submit that in doing the n'a-
nning we should change outlook, The Chief Minister should look

into this so that there is no haphazard Planning. We are always

speaking of proper planning but without any result. We areto
frst of all find out which are the industries suitable for us and
we should go for that only. In other words, the projects should
be need based projects, be it in the field or agriculture, or
industries Whereever it may be. Even the advanced countries
like Russia and America, their industries arc also need based
industries-

Our need based industry is agriculture industry.
So, at the time of making plan, we should make in
such a way that agriculture would be converted to
industry. Sir, we have formed different corporations
such as Tea Corporation, Agricultural Development
Corporation. But all these have been now a misnomer.
According to the draft Fifth Five Year Plan, Assam
and the sorrounding North Eastern region accounts
for 40 per cent of hydel power potential of the country,
yet the production of power per capita in Assam is
about the lowest in India and tariff is the highest,
according to some news paper report, According to
the recent newspaper report, Assam will face a serious
power crisis. The power shortage in the region cove-
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ring Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram has been estim-
ated at 25 M.W. during 1973-74, 37 M.W. during
1974-75 and 57 M.W. during 1975-76. The bifurcation
of the Assam State Electricity Board into two separate
and independent units for Assam and Meghalaya States
will further affect and aggrevate the situation, This
is high time the Government implemented the recom-
endation of the Enquiry Committee on the Assam
State Electricity Board to avert the power Crisis Sir,
notice some false agreement also, We have seen in
the paper that Meghalaya is entrusted with constr=
uction of certain projects like Kopili, which was mef=
tioned earlier by the Govt, So, if proper step is not
taken for rural electrification of Assam, there will

not be a single industry and Assam will be completely
in darkness. While the economy of our State presents
a dismal picture, it is strange that the Govt. is going
on increasing capital expenditure, While the Govt.
has failed to mobilise the financial resources, and (0
step up revenue potential, its capital expenditure is
increasing by leaps and bounds, Recently the admini-
stration has been made top heavy without comimens
urate increase in efficiency. The size of the Sinha
Ministry has been doubled., There has been no effec-
tive control on expenditure on tours by Ministers.
Inspite of temporary ban on creation of new posts of
the non-plan schemes, Govt. has violated its policy
by appointing extre experta for Rabi Crops. They
are appointed on fat salaries, There is accumulated
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arrcar of taxes and revenues of all kinds besides there
are a huge number of cases of tax dodging and tax
evation. Sir, this Govt. is imposing taxes but the total
arrear of taxation upto 1974 is Rs. 167 crores still
to be realised by the Govt. under different heads.

Govt. did not take any efective steps  to remove

corruption, nepotism and favouritism. Unless corruption
is removed there cannot bes any significant change in
our economy, the condition of the common peopie
will remain as it is today, There is no significant
change in employment and productivity in agriculture
or social services. But our Govt. is not prepared to
admit  these realities, Sir, 1 would like to
mention here thar the Govt, has promised to give
social security to the weaker seciety of the State, the
weaker Section is the cultivators. But notlding has been
given. Their promise has gone without any benefit
1o the the garden population, to the  cultivators.
Therefore, 1 want to know whether Govt. is sincere
to implement the Acts for the welfare of the tea
garden population here in Assam. Sir, the proper
remedy IS a complete reversal of the policy
which the Governm:zat has foliowed  during
the last twenty years, There is urgent need for ret-
hinking on the part of the Planners and Administra-
tors to eradicate the “cconomic malaise such as rising
prices, mounting unemployment, sluggish growth of
economy. Social justice can be brought about only by
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increasing production and by creating job opportunities.
Unless these basic changes are made, leaving aside the
ideological considerations, poverty of the masses will
only deepen and middle classes will  progressively
join the ranks of the poor. Cnly a small section of the
ruling elite which is protected from inflation by per-
quisites, blackmarketeers, smugglers, hoarders and corrupﬂ
burcaucracy will be the beneficieries of the rising

prices. Inflation, after all, in a gift to these classes,

because it gives scope for controls and corruPti0“-1

A stable economy, on the other hand restores the

control over the economy to public as CcONsSUmers.
Sir, whatever budget is prepared, whatever plan may
be taken at the time of execution we are not in a
posititon to get it properly. Everything goes wIONS
The other day the Minister, Agriculturs could not |
give us the detail about the constitution of Agro-Ind-
ustries Development Corporation, What they are giving
to the common masses, the cultivators by way of provi:
ding, implements, machinery and fertilizers and We
have given them 1.22 crores. But my point is, could
these_ implements, fertilisers reach the destination for
which it was meant ¢ No, it did not reach them. Only
some fortunate people are getting money at the cost
of the poor people. It has become a corruption, a
corruption for corruption. Everything goes at the instance

of a certain people who are doing everything for the-
mselves, not for the benefit of the poor people. If |

8 |
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the Planning Minister is sincere to do something for
the benefit of the common people he should go ahead
with taking up different development plans. Planning
js human thing. Unless it is properly planned no im-
provement of the condition of the common people can
be achieved and it will be more harmful with these
words, Sir, I conclude my observations.
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( After lunch the House re-assembed with Mr Speaker

in the Chair.)

Shri Lila Kanta Bora— Mr. Speaker, Sir, | have heard with rapt

atthntion the bud et speech of the ' inance N inister. Contrary

to our expectation he has presented surplus budget .in this
House though the surplus is very nominal. Why ! have sad
it to our expectation is that for a Siut huckward State bike
ours which is purely undeveloped and wh.i. the sources ol income

are very very limited and few and the c¢xpenditures are ever
increasing and very wide, a deficit budget may be said to be
the normal feature. But in spite of that it seems the Finance
Minister has presented a surplus budget. It may be dueto his
anxiety that as a consequence of deficit budget the prices of
commodities rise very high and for that by curtailing certain
expenditure he has placed a surplus budcet so that there may
not be further rise of prices. Sir, if it is so, it is no doubt a
good thing. But then Sir, in certain heads some more expen-
ditures should have been provided. From a perusal of the
different allocations of expenditure we find that irrigational faci-

lities for agriculture has been given a top priority. As a matter

of fact we welcome this. But Sir, I think, some more provision

for industrialisation should have been made, for it is through :
industrialisation we can expect to solve the unemployment probiem

and we cenerally find that educated youths prefer to work in

industries than elsewhere. So Sir, it will be better if some more

provision is made for industrialisation.

gir, another welcome feature of the budget is that there is no pro-

posal for fresh taxation. Butin his statement the Cheif Minister

has said that there is no proposal for fresh taxation during the

Session. He may have contemplation to impose some fresh tax

in the supplementary budget. Sir, we all feel that the taxable

capacity of Assam has been exhausted. We will welcome that
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no further taxation is there.

Sir, ours is an agricultural economy. About Zths of our population
live on acriculture. Development of agriculture is therefore a
sine-qua-non for the economic well-being of the people of State.
But then Sir, we find this feature has long been neglected. In
the first Five Year Plan we found that some steps for develop=
ment of agriculture were taken. In the latter plans the same
was neglected. For this, Sir, our people are also fo some extent
responsible. Because we find that our people generally ask for
roads, Social welfare works and things containing amenities and
seldom ask for irrigational and agricultural deve'opment;, as &
consequence of which the economic position of our country has
gone from bad to worse from year to year, rather from Plan
to plan. Now this has been further aggravated by successive
floods and other natural calamities culminating in deaths of
a number of persons last year in some parts of the State due
to starvation and mal-nutrition. This is Sir, really most unfor

tunate. All attemps should be made to check this sort of prob:

lem recurring in future

We are glad to find that Government have given the priority
to provide irrigational facilities so to say to agriculture. This
is a welcome feature. I am glad to find that a major irrigation
project has been proposed for the Dhansiri Project. This is no
doubt a welcome measure. Sir, u-fortunately for Assam We
have not got any major irrigation project not to speak of any
multi purpose rinch valley project. Uf course, some small and
light irrigational projects ar¢ taken up here and there. I hope
and trust that these projects are speedily implemented and ifil-
plemented in time, so that they wili do some measure of good,
bring some economic welfare to the people of our State. But
I am sorry to observe that our experiences with regard Lo some

e ‘ ‘-
0 the projects about which Government gave us hope the

i
|
|
|
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performance is not happy. For example I may bes permitted to
refer to the Kaliabar Lift Irrigation Prcject. In 1952 when Dr.
K. L. Rao come to Assam, he also went to Nowgong and saw
for himself the Brahmaputra river while it was in high spate and
it was about to join the Kolong river. Ve then su gested that
mouth of the Kolong river should be closed. Then | told him
that in that case the vast paddy fields on both sides of the
river would become quite barren. In fact, yicld per acre of paddy
jJand in Kaliabar is very low. Then he asked me¢ what would
be the likely area of paddy fields that would be affected. It
was rather difficult for me to say exactly as to what whould
be the area, but I stated that roughly it would be about 20
thousand acres. Then he asked the then Irrization Minister of
Assam Shri Moinul Haque Chaudhury to submit a scheme to
the Centre for irrigation of the thousand acres. Ultimately after
two years a scheme covering an area of about 28 thousand
acres was submitted to the Centre. But unfortunately, Sir, that
scheme still remains unimplemented although some works have
peen taken Up now and we have seen in the Budget that a sum
of Rs. 75 lakhs has been provided under this Head. But Sir,
more than twelve years have elapsed and yet the project remains
unexecuted- If a small project like this take such a long time
for its implemcntation, then 1 am constraized to say that it is
nothing but making a paper provision. So I would request
Government to expedite execution of this project so that the
long cherished hone of the people of that area may soon be
fulfilled. It is really unfortunate, Sir, that Assam has not got
any River Valley project to boast of. In 1952 when we came to
this House, we were told that the Kopili Valley Project was
under survey. Then again in 1957 we were told that along all
the survey works of the project had been completed and there
would be no delay in implementing the project. Then from the
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speech of the Finance Minister in 1962 we came to knoW t‘a
although everything for the actual implementation of the PrOJec
had been completed but that the work had to the abandon€
1o absence of a suitable dam site. Sir, the way in which the
ect abandoned was really suspicious. About 3 years ago when t &
Central Minister for Industrial Development, Shri Moinul Haque

ce-
Chaudhury came to Nowgong, he went to our Congress offi =
urged on him the jmporta”
pecaus®

prj'

Then we again with joint hope
of making a fresh survey of this Kapili Valley Project
we had a lurking suspision about the way how the project i
dropped suddenly and silently. Now we are told by the Gover
nor as well as by the Chief Minister in his Budget specc’
“The Kopili Hydro Electric Project will be taken up for implc”

mentation under the auspices of the North Eastern Council 27
n meeting the increas®
Now, O
peen

commissioning of this project will help i
power requirements of the region in the Sixth Plan.”
further enquiry I have come to learn that Government has
at long last able to find out the dam site and it has now de-
cided that a dam on the lower reaches would be suitable. Now:

. T e he
my question is if it is found suitable to have the dam at !

not be found out at

lower reaches of the river, why could it
that time. Was it due to the fact that the Central Governm
refused to take up this project ? However, W€ are now glad
that this project has at last been decided to be taken up 1@

meet the scarcity of power. But then, even Now provision for
So far as 1

ent

providing irrigational facilities has not been made.
could come to know, all the required datas have been collected
at that time. So I would request the Hon. Chief Minister @
take up this matter with the Government of India so that irfi-
gational part of this project may also be immediately taken UP:
Now I would like to say a few words about the Brahmaputra
River. You know, Sir, this Brahmaputra river, previous to the

earthquake, was looked upon by the people of Assam as a take

e

d due
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.,
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Tiver providing beneficial facilities to the people. But since 1950
this river has changed its nature and has come to be kaown
8% a river of sorrows. Now the question is how this river of
SOTrow could be controlled and tamed ? We have come to know
From our Cheif Minister that all investigations to tame this
Mighty river have borne no fruit so far. The Brahmaputra, it

has been stated is different from the other rivers and it has
buffled all calculations. But Sir, we feel in an age when the man

has conqured the Moon and also other planets, I fail to see why
a river however mighty and powerful it might be, cannot be
controlled provided the will is there. I therefore request the
Government to appoint an expert team. A cursory glance will
not to do anything. An expert team should be appointed so
that the team may go in every aspect of the river, to investi-
gate all the datas required for controlling the river. If the cost
be quite colossal, even it comes to Rs 2/10 crores but if it is
found that the river can be tamed, I feel the expenditures will be

highly beneficial to the people of Assam and the expenditure
will also be well paid for,

This my earnest request to the Govt. Then, Sir,
in respect of industrialisation Assam has made little
progress and could not do much headway as it should
have been. As a matter of fact, Assam has not yet got
any major industry in the field of industries of the
State. Sir, compared to the other States of the country.
Assam’s position is very low. Sir, it appears that the
Ashok paper-mills are now in progress. But, Sir, we
have seen in the papers that the power requirement
of the industry will not be available and for this
reason the industry will have to go slow. As regards
Jagiroad Paper Mill, I would like to state that no
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progress has beem made. Only a small house has been
constructed and a pertion of jungles has been removed
in the area where the proposed mill is going to be
established, Sir, T do not know what is the position
of Bongaigaon Petro Chemical Complex. S0 is the
position of almost all the Sugar mills which are going
to be established in our State. Then, Sir, regarding
the Jute Mills, I would like to state that nothing
specific has been done as yet, Sir. it is understood
that ti‘yo jute mills are going to be ectablished in the

public and cooperation Sector, But, Sir, no progress.

has bzen made as yet. Sir, these are all paper Pi&
visions and im practice there is no development.
Theréfore, Sir, we would earnestly request the = Govl.
that these projecfs are to be implemented immediately.
Sir, we have been advocating for the development of
industries in the State and Govt; is also taking some
steps for starting some industries in the State both
in the public, joint and cooperative sectors. But, Sir,
the most important part of this is not given Pproper
emphasis, As soon as we make provision for anything,
then we must be prepared for its implementation. Sa,
Sir, this is very important part and this cannot be
neglected. Then, Sir, for its development we require
power. In the last year we have seen that due 1o
non-availability of power most of our industries in the
State have suffered adversely, It wa§ due to that,
some of the industries had to be closed down and as
a result of this these industries had incurred heavy

T
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loss. Sir, if the State Electricity Board is not in a
position to supply the power required for our existing
in justries thsa how they w:l be able to supply power
to those industries which have been proposed to be
taken up by the Govt. Now, Sir, coming to the State
Electricity Board, T would ke to state that we have
come to learn that d.ie to the inaction, indecision and
wrong planning on the part of the State Electricity
Board Assam will have to face severe power Crisis
in the coming vyears. Sir, it is due to the wrong
planning of the State Electricity Board even preliminary
steps for starting some of the new projects at Chandrapur,
Namrup and Borgulai have not yet been taken. Sir,
it is told that this Borgulai project, proposing to utilise
the local coal and local manpower, this project was
approved by the Central Water and Power Commission
and it was also accepted by the State Electricity
Board. But iaspite of the fact that this State has
suffered a great setback in the field of power require-
ment, why this project is not yet been implemented.
we have heard that on a second thought the authority
concerned his proposed to take up another Thermal
project at Bongaigaon and the coal to be utilised from
Raniganj. Sir, T do not know whether this is a fact
or not? But if it is so; then why there is a devia-
tion from the approved plan by the Water
pPower Commission and accepted by the State Electri-
city Board ? Sir, it is reported that due to inaction
and indecision on the part of the authority concerned,
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Assam will have to suffer heavily for want of power,
Now, Sir, T want to know from the Govt. What
are the possible projects that may be implemented in the
earliest possible time and what is their present position
and what amount of power will be available from these
projects ? Sir, when we are to go for industrialisation,
we must make provision for power and this is the
most important part of it. We cannot neglect it. Now,
Sir, I would like to mention somethig about the Gion
Sabha-wise Cooperatives, Sir, we have been told
that some steps have already been taken for the esta-
blishment of these Cooperatives. Sir, as a matter of
fact, cooperatives at all levels is the only solution for a
poor and backward State like Assam. This is the only
means through which we can improve the economic
condition of our poor people and we may be able to
make them free from economic exploitation of the
vested insterest, Sir, as a matter of fact, cooperative is
the foundation on which the socialist society can be
built up, Sir, we are told that as many as 662 socie-
ties have been organised, But these societies are not
properly organised due to want of fund. Sir, in this
connection I would like to state that these cooperative
societies are not likely to succeed due to certain inherer
reasons, though our people have taken it up Very
sincerely. Sir, here T would like to cite an instance,
In 1948 a number of Trading Cooperative Socicties
were formed by the Govt. and T was actively conne-
cted with the cooperative societies. The people assos

| SE——
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ciated themselves very sincerely because they thought
that they would be getting their controlled commodities
at easy reach. But then, those Cooperatives lacked
sufficient capital for which they had to lift up the quota.
alloted to them, twice or thrice, because they had no
sufficient fund to lift at a time, which entailed heavy
expenditure by way of transport. But when this con-
trol was lifted almost all the societes gradually died
down. The same history may be repeated again: So,
Sir, I would request the Government to see that these
societies undertake all the required trades that is possi-
ple within their jursdiction, They should have some
sort of monepoly within their jurisdiction just like the
Mahajans, who are monopolising within certain areas.
So, 1 would request the Govt. to take steps in this
matter. Now, T would like to speak about population
growth- Sir, one can plan for a certain number of
peoples it is not possible to plan for as indefinite num-
ber by population. But the influx of people from
outside the State, from the other countries say Bangla
Desh, and Nepal are migrating to Assam, then our
planning alone would not be able to feed the increa-
sing growth of indefinite numbers of people. I hope
this influx will be checked as early as possible. The
pirth rate should also be decreased. Sir, you have
certainly noticed that the poor gives birth to greater
pumber of children. The have nots are producing
more children than the haves. So. the birth rate
should also be controlled. Our Muslims are polygamis,
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This is also a reason for increasing the nunber (
population. Therefore, thee Muslims should alsg B
persuaded to decrease the birth rate,
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ADJOURNMENT

(at 445 P. M. the Speaker left the chamber and
Shri Lila Bora took over as Chairman )

. Chairman—the House stands adjourned till 10 A.M

Wednesday the next.
The House then adjourned at 5P. M. on 10th

March, 1975.

P. D. Barug,

Dated, Dispur Secretary,
The 10th March, 1975 Assam Legislative Assembly:




