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(i)
INTRODUCTION

1. I, as Chairman of the Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments, Assam Legislative Assembly having been authorized by the Committee to
submit the Report on their behalf, present this TWENTY SEVENTH REPORT on ¢
Demands for Grant No. 61 of the Mines and Minerals Department for the financial
year, 2025-2026.

3%

2. Demands for Grant have been examined by the Committee under Rule 260 J (1)(a) of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly.

3. The Committee took evidence of the representatives of the Mines and Minerals
Department on 13** March 2025.

4. The Draft Report was considered and approved by the Committee at their meeting held
on 16 March, 2025.

5. The Committee expressed its thanks to the Officials of the Mines and Minerals
Department for placing before them the requisite materials and their considered views
in connection with the subjects under consideration.

6. The Committee would also like to place on record their deep sense of appreciation for
the invaluable assistance rendered to them by the Officials of Assam Legislative
Assembly Secretariat attached to the Committee.

Dispur Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi
Dated: 16™ March, 2025 Chairman
Departmentally Related Standing

Committee on Development (D) Departments
Assam Legislative Assembly
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CHAPTER-I
Grant NO. 61

MINES & MINERALS

The Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments took Grant No. 61 incorporated in the Budget which was presented to the House
on 10" March, 2025 for the Financial Year, 2025-26 for consideration.

The Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments has made this Report incorporating all the facts and data given in the Budget
and Preliminary Status Paper including Action Taken Report furnished by the Mines &
Minerals Department which are briefly focused as follows-

i 5 While examining the papers and documents, as received from the concerned
Department in respect of Grant No. 61 and the budget provision made thereto, the
Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D) Departments held the said
meeting on 13" March, 2025 and took oral evidence from the Departmental representatives for
discussing all the points raised by the Hon’ble Members of the Committee. At the same time,
the Committee considered the Action Taken Report on the recommendation made in its Twenty
Sixth Report for the year, 2024-25.

The Budget provision made under Grant No.. 61 relating to Mines & Mineral
Department for the financial year 2025-26 is as given under:

Revenue Capital Total
(Rupees in Lakhs)
Voted 2170.70 229.90 2400.60
Charged 0.00 0.00 0.00

Under the following heads, an estimated Budget Allocation
has been fixed as shown below:

General Area
Head of Account Major Head Budget Estimate
2853 Non- Ferrous Mining and 2170.70
metallurgical Industries
4853 - | Capital Outlay on Non-Ferrous 229.90
Mining and Metallurgical
Industries
Grand Total Rs. : 2400.60

The amount, so allocated is presented before the House and is proposed to be spent
in the Revenue Expenditure.

The Committee examined the Major Head of Grant No. 61 and took oral
evidence from the Mines & Mineral Departmental representatives. The Mines & Mineral
Department under Grant No. 61 comprises/incorporates various schemes taken by the
Departments for the financial year 2025-26.




CHAPTER-II

GRANT NO.61

MINES & MINERALS

1. Preliminary Status: The Directorate of Geology & Mining under the administrative
control of the Mines & Minerals Department of the Government of Assam is the Directorate
responsible for administration of minerals, including exploration and survey of minerals,
auction of minerals, grant of exploration licences, mining lease on minerals and petroleum
to both public and private sector organisation, realisation of royalty, rent, fee etc. on various
minerals, oil and natural gas produced from the mining lease areas. The Directorate, also
the authority for issuing of Dealer’s licence for limestone and coal by implementing “The
Assam Mineral Regulation and Dealers Rules, 2020” to avert illegal mining, storing, v
transportation etc. of coal and limestone.

Geological investigation works carried out by the Directorate of Geology and
Mining, Assam are basically ongoing schemes and continuous in nature. The expenditure to
execute the ongoing schemes is primarily met from the budget allocation to the Department
in Grant No. 61 under the Head of Account “2583-Non-Ferrous Mining & Metallurgical
Industries-02- Regulation and Development of Mines”. However, for the first time National
Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET), Government of India has approved three exploration
projects on Limestone, Iron and Sillimanite for project value of Rs. 10.34 Crores in Assam
in 2022, all are completed successfully and 4 (four) limestone projects in 2024. Also,
Central Mine Planning and Design Institute Limited (CMPDI) under Ministry of Coal,
Government of India has given technical approval for the exploration of Coal up to G4 level
at Larbo, Dima Hasao District which has been completed successfully.

2. Annual Budget Report of the Department

The total sum of. Rs. 2585.74 Lakhs are required for approval of the House during
the financial year 2024-25. The detailed estimated budget allocation under the Grant No. 61

of Mines & Minerals Department as follows: - >
(Rupees in lakhs)
General Area
Head of Major Head Budget Estimate _-
Account
2853 | Non- ferrous Mining and Salary and wages 1945.74
metallurgical Industries EE 313.80
4853 | Capital out lay on Non- : EE 32.00
e obaling & Mot SOPD-G 294.20
Industries
Grand Total Rs. 2585.74




Detailed Break-up of Budget & Expenditure of Directorate of Geology & Mining, Assam

for the financial year 2024-25
Rs. in Lakh
sl No. Budget Expenditure
upto Jan 25
2024-25 2024-25
1 | EE Salary & Wages 1850.10 1415.91
2 |EE Non-Salary (1) Revenue Head 318.00 113.63
5 SOPD-G Non-Salary (1) Capital Head 294.20 0.00
EE (2) Capital Head 27.80 0.53
Grand Total 2490.10 1530.07
3. Fiscal target achieved during last three years
a) Trend of Revenue Collection for Last Three Years
sl Status of 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
No REvane thie Achievement
Collection Target | Achievement | Target | Achievement | Target | (Apr24to
Jan 25)
1 Revenue Crores
Collection of Rs | 2500.41 4121.36 | 4278.6 3792.76 | 4240.62 3215.54
2 Collection over
Target % 164.83 88.64 75.83
(b) Mineral Investigation
Year Mineral Exploration work Achievement Remark
1: Exploration of Limestone up to G4 | This project is funded
2022-23 | level in Voterlangsho area of West by National Mineral
Karbi-Anglong District, exploration Trust
Assam.Toposheet No.83C/10 & (NMET)
83C/14.
2: Exploration of Iron ore up to G4 This project is funded
level in Lengupara area of West by National Mineral
Goalpara District, Assam. Toposheet | exploration Trust
No. 78 /8, 78 J/12 (NMET)
3: Exploration of Sillimanite up to G4 | This project is funded
level in Samelangshu area of Karbi- | by National Mineral
Anglong District, Assam. Toposheet | exploration Trust
No.83F/3, 83F/7. (NMET)
4: Exploration of Coal deposits up to | This project is funded
G4 level in Larbo area of Dima Hasao | by Central Mine
District, Assam. Toposheet No. planning and Design
83G/2, 83C/14. Institute (CMPDI)




5: Joint Exploration work with 20 Sq.km Execution as | Could not be started
Atomic Mineral directorate in Jashora | per AMD work plan in
Alkaline Complex, West Karbi- 1:25000 scale
Anglong for REE (Drilling)

6: Investigation of Occurrence of Target —20 sq. Km in | Could not be started
Platinum Group of Elements (PGE) in | 1:25000 scale
Kalapahar range near Koilamati and
Koilajan area, East-Central Karbi
Hills of Assam, North East India.

7: Preparation of district survey report | Target — 50 sq. Km in
of Kamrup district, Assam 1:25000 scale

2023-24 | 1: Exploration of Limestone up to G4 | This project is funded | Continuation of
level in Voterlangsho area of West by National Mineral previous year’s work
Karbi-Anglong District, Assam. exploration Trust
Toposheet No.83C/10 & 83C/14. (NMET)

2: Exploration of Iron ore up to G4 This project is funded | Continuation of
level in Lengupara area of West by National Mineral previous year’s work
Goalpara District, Assam. Toposheet | exploration Trust

No. 78 /8, 78 J/12 (NMET)

3: Exploration of Sillimanite up to G4 | This project is funded | Continuation of
level in Samelangshu area of Karbi - | by National Mineral previous year’s work
Anglong District, Assam. Toposheet | exploration Trust

No.83F/3, 83F/7. (NMET)

4: Exploration of Coal deposits up to | This project is funded | Continuation of
G4 level in Larbo area of Dima Hasao | by Central Mine previous year’s work
District, Assam. Toposheet No. planning and Design
83G/2, 83C/14. Institute (CMPDI)

2024-25 | 1: Exploration of Limestone up to G4 | This project is funded | Project completed
level in Voterlangsho area of West | by National Mineral successfully
Karbi-Anglong District, exploration Trust
Assam.Toposheet No.83C/10 & (NMET)
83C/14.

2: Exploration of Iron ore up to G4 This project is funded | Project completed
level in Lengupara area of West by National Mineral successfully
Goalpara District, Assam. Toposheet | exploration Trust

No. 78 J/8, 78 J/12 (NMET)

3: Exploration of Sillimanite up to G4 | This project is funded | Project completed
level in Samelangshu area of Karbi- by National Mineral successfully
Anglong District, Assam. Toposheet | exploration Trust

No.83F/3, 83F/7. (NMET)

4: Exploration of Coal deposits up to | This project is funded | Project completed
G4 level in Larbo area of Dima Hasao | by Central Mine successfully
District, Assam. Toposheet No. planning and Design
83G/2, 83C/14. Institute (CMPDI)
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4. A brief Note in respect of Grant No. 61

The Directorate of Geology & Mining under the administrative control of the Mines & Minerals
Department of the Government of Assam is the Directorate responsible for administration of
minerals, including exploration and survey of minerals, grant of exploration licences, mining
lease on minerals and petroleum to both public and private sector organisation, realisation of
royalty, rent, fee etc. on various minerals, oil and natural gas produced from the mining lease
areas, issuance of Dealer’s licence for major mineral.

Achievement:

The Royalty collection in the financial year 2023-24 was ¥ 3792.76 Crores. Royalty collection
upto Jan 2025 in 2025-26 is Rs. 2619.48

The Directorate of Geology and Mining under Mines and Minerals has auctioned 6 (six)
blocks of granite in 2024 with a sold value of Rs. 361.87 Crores.

3 (three) numbers of lease deeds have been signed in 2023-24. Out of which 2 (Two) with
Assam Mineral Development Corporation (AMDC) Itd. for limestone and 1 (one) with ONGC
for an OALP block in Golaghat District.

Six blocks of Limestone in Borohungdong and Umranghso area of Dima Hasao District, and
one block of Iron ore in Chandardinga area, Dhubri District have been put on auction in the

~ MSTC portal with SBICAP being engaged as Transaction adviser. About Rs. 1004.52 Crores

of revenue is expected annually from these blocks.

Total District Mineral Foundation (DMF) accrual till Dec, 2024 is Rs. 267.6738 Crore. An
amount of Rs.103.5446 crore has been utilised under PMKKKY so far in various projects in
different districts like Dima Hasao, Karbi Anglong, Tinsukia, Cachar, Darrang, Barpeta,
Dhubri, Dibrugarh and Lakhimpur District.

Externally aided Projects

For the first time National Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET), Govt. of India has approved
three exploration projects on limestone, iron and sillimanite for project value of Rs. 4.13
Crores and all of those also have been successfully completed.

The Directorate has started 4 (four) National Mineral Exploration Trust (NMET) approved
projects for exploration of limestone in Karbi anglong and Dima Hasao Districts.

Central Mine Planning and Design Institute Limited (CMPDI) under Ministry of Coal,
Government of India has given technical approval for the exploration of Coal in Bimalapur
Area of Charaideo District.

SOPD Scheme Matters

Out of Rs.294.20 lakhs allocation of SOPD fund, the directorate will utilize the fund for
infrastructure development and procurement of analytical laboratory instrument which includes




e Construction of three district offices which were established in Tinsukia, Karbi
Anglong and Silchar.

e Renovation of the office building

e A bomb calorimeter for analytical laboratory for analysis of coal and other
instruments for laboratory.

5. Details of any new schemes launched by Government, if any

There is no Government launched Scheme in respect Mines and Minerals Department.




ANNEXURE-X

Action Taken Report

Furnished by the Mines and Minerals Department on the observation and
recommendation contained in the last Twenty Sixth Report of the DRSC on
Development (D) Departments on Grant No. 61 of the Budget 2024-25

Sl No.

Observation and Recommendation

Action Taken

1

The  Committee  earlier  reiterates  its
recommendation for taking necessary steps
regarding recruitment of two numbers of
Environmental Science and Engineering person in
the department for the benefit and efficiency of the
Department in the proper sense.

The matter has been considered. Two posts of
Asstt. Geologist are proposed to redesignate as
Environmental Scientist and incorporated in the
proposed Draft of “ASSAM GEOLOGY &
MINING (CLASS-1 & 11) SERVICE RULES,
2024".

The Committee recommends for creation of a
Mines and Minerals Task Force for restricting
illegal mining and transportation storage/illegally
of mining minerals on need based.

A proposal for raising of a Mines & Minerals Task
Force Battalion to cover 10 districts of Assam
namely, Tinsukia, Sivsagar, Karbi Anglong, Dima
Hasao, Kamrup(M), Goalpara, Sribhumi, Nagaon,
Chirang and Lakhimpur submitted by Director of
Geology & Mining, Assam in compliance of
Hon’ble High Courts order in PIL No. 62/2019 for
checking illegal mining in the leasehold areas,
Transportation of Minerals etc. was processed and
Finance Department was moved.

Thereafter, a review petition No.101/2022 was filed
as Minerals found in river Banks/Beds are ‘Y’
Schedule Minerals as per Assam Minor Minerals
Concession Rules, 2013 and the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest, Assam is the competent
Authority for Administration of all “Y” schedule |
Minerals. The Hon’ble High Court disposed of the
Review Pet'rtim; with the following direction-

1. The Forest Task Force Battalion be
notified  through an  appropriate
notification that it would also perform the
duties of protecting the minerals in the
river beds.

2. The appropriate personnel in the Forest
Task Force Battalion be identified for
being detailed in the duty of protecting the
minerals in the river beds and such
personnel upon being identified be
provided with all necessary training that
may be required to make them fit for
performing the duties of protecting the




minerals in the river beds.

The matter has been taken up with
Environment & Forest Department for taking
necessary action as per the order of the
Hon’ble High Court in the Review Petition.
Mines & Minerals Department will explore
on the viability of utilizing the Forest Task
Force Battalion in checking of illegal
Mining, Storage & Transportation etc. of
Minerals.

The committee observes that in South Salmara
Mankachar, there is a Sand Mahal in Kalu River
where due to deep excavation of sand, huge
landslide occurs in the river bank during rainy
season. The Committee therefore, directed the
Department for taking up the matter with the
Forest Department so as to check whether the
excavation is done more than required amount by
| violating the guidelines of the Mines and Minerals
Department and also directed the Department to
send a report to the Committee in this regard at the
earliest

A team of the officers visited the site and submitted
areport and A letter along with the report is sent to
DFO, Dhubri Division for necessary action.

The Committee recommends the department to
hold the meeting of the District Mineral
Foundation Trust and Governing Council as per
the rules and regulations of the Department.

Most Districts held Governing council meetings on
a regular basis as per Rule 6 of Assam District
Mineral Foundation (Trust) Rules, 2020.

The Committee recommends that the funds of
DMEF should be utilized with the approval of DMF
Trust. ]

The Fund of DMF is utilized as per PMKKKY
Guidelines with the recommendation of the
Governing Council of DMF Trust of concerned
district. Total accrual of fund from 35 DMF
districts till December 2024 is 266,738 Crores,
Utilized amount is Rs. 103.5446 Crores and balance
amount is Rs. 164.1292 Crores.

The Committee recommends the Department to
conduct a survey regarding the availability of
different mines and minerals items in various
places of Assam.

Several projects by different organizations for
exploration of minerals are going on in the state of
Assam.




OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Grant no. 61

After a great deal of careful consideration of the papers/documents submitted by
the Soil Conservation Department and clarification made by the Departmental
representatives during the course of tendering their oral evidence the Departmentally
Related Standing Committee (DRSC) on Development (D) Departments has made the
following Observations and Recommendations. .

1. The Departmentally Related Standing Committee (DRSC) on Development (D)
- Departments observes that there is a lack of regularity and review meetings and updates
about the fund utilization etc. in regard to the DMFT meetings across the State.

The Committee recommends the Department to take initiative for holding
the DMFT meetings on regular basis. The meeting date to be fixed in consultation
with MP, MLA and other Hon’ble Members and regular updates must be
provided to the Public Representatives. The committee also recommends for
proper utilization of DMFT Fund as per PMKKKY Guidelines.

2. The Committee observes that there is an urgent need for a provision for separate fund to
mitigate of any unfortunate disaster related to mining etc.

The Committee, therefore, recommends strongly for necessary steps to be
undertaken by the respective Department for proposal in regard to provision for
separate Budget allocation to mitigate and manage consequences of any disaster
that may occur during mining operations.

3. The Committee during the course of meeting observes that the issue of illegal
mining/transportation/storage etc. has not been resolved after repeated discussion in
regard to the minerals as for a confusion about the departmental scopes for involvement
and responsibilities about Mines and Minerals Department with the Forest &
Environment Department.

The Committee accordingly recommends for a joint meeting together with
Forest & Environment Department with the Mines & Minerals Department for an
inclusive decision related to minerals at the earliest, as applicable.

4. During the meeting the Committee observes that there is an urgent requirement for
construction of Departmental Guest House in different districts of the State.

> Therefore, the Committee recommends for construction of Guest House in
different districts especially in Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Karbi Anglong, Guwahati &
Dima Hasao.

5. The Committee observes that there is a necessity for few exemptions of Assistant
Geologist posts from the PwD quota and recruitment process of 17 (seventeen)
Assistant Geologist post.

Accordingly, the Committee recommended for exemption of Assistant
Geologist posts from the PwD quota and expedite the recruitment process of 17
(seventeen) Assistant Geologist posts.
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6. The Committee during the meeting makes the observation that there is a requisite for
creation of the posts for District Offices with separate Grant. '

So, the Committee recommends the respective Department to take up necessary
action for creation of the posts for District Offices with separate Grant.

‘With these Observations and Recommendations as mentioned aforesaid, the
Committee recommends that the Budget provision amounting to Rs. 2400.60 Lakhs
during the financial year 2025-26 under the Grant No. 61 be accepted.

The Action taken on the report may be submitted to the Committee within 90
(ninety) days from the date of presentation of the Report to the House.




-11- ANNEXURE-Y

ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

NOTIFICATION

No.LADRSC (D)/2025/01 Dated Dispur, the 1% February, 2025

» In pursuance of the Rule 260-L(1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in Assam Legislative Assembly, the Hon'ble Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly has been
pleased to nominate the following Members to constitute the Departmentally Related

~ Standing Committee on Development (D) Departments, Assam Legislative Assembly.

1. Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi MLA & Chairman
2. Shri Binod Hazarika MLA & Member
3. Shri Mrinal Saikia MILA & Member
4. Shri Mihir Kanti Shome MLA & Member
5. Shri Ganesh Kumar Limbu MLA & Member
6. Shri Bijoy Malakar MLA & Member
7. Shri Taranga Gogoi MLA & Member
8. Shri Prithiraj Rabha MLA & Member
9. Smti Nandita Das MLA & Member
10.Shri Aftab Uddin Mollah MLA & Member
11.Shri Abul Kalam Rasheed Alam MLA & Member
12.Shri Nizam Uddin Choudhury MLA & Member
13.Shri Nirmal Kumar Brahma : MLA & Member

And in pursuance of Sub-Rule (3) of the Rule 260-(I) of the Rules of Procedure and
? Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, the Hon'ble Speaker has been pleased
to appoint Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi, MLA and Member of the Committee as the
Chairman of the Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments, Assam Legislative Assembly.

The term of the Committee shall be for a period of one year with effect from the 17
February, 2025.

Sd/-
Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly
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Memo No.LADRSC (D})/2025/02-24 Dated Dispur, the 1% February, 2025

Copy forwarded for kind information to :

1. Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi, MLA & Chairman, Departmentally Related Standing Committee on
Development (D) Departments , Assam Legislative Assembly for favour of his kind information.

2. Shri Binod Hazarika MLA & Member ™

3. Shri Mrinal Saikia MLA & Member

4. Shri Mihir Kanti Shome MLA & Member &
5. Shri Ganesh Kumar Limbu MLA & Member

6. Shri Bijoy Malakar MLA & Member

7. Shri Taranga Gogoi MLA & Member > For kind information 5.
8. Shri Prithiraj Rabha MLA & Member

9. Smti Nandita Das MLA & Member

10. Shri Aftab Uddin Mollah MLA & Member

11. Shri Abul Kalam Rasheed Alam MLA & Member

12. Shri Nizam Uddin Choudhury MLA & Member

13. Shri Nirmal Kumar Brahma MLA & Member

14. The Director, Assam Govt. Press, Bamunimaidan, Guwahati-21 for favour of publication of the
above notification in the next issue of the Assam Gazette in Part-l. Five Spare copies of the same
may be pleased supplied to this necessary action.

15. The Principal Accountant General, Assam, Maidamgaon, Beltola, Guwahati 29.

16. The P.S to Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Hon’ble Speaker, Assam
Legislative Assembly.

17. The OSD to Deputy Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Hon'ble Deputy
Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly.

18. The P.S. to Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Hon’ble
Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative Assembly.

19. The Sr. Financial Adviser, In-Charge Accounts Branch, Assam Legislative Assembly for information
of the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative Assembly.

20.The Chief Reporter Cum Editor of Debates & Ex- Officio- Joint Secretary. Assam Legislative
Assembly for information and necessary action.

21.The P.S. to Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Secretary, Assam
Legislative Assembly.

22. The Officer In-Charge, Nazarat Branch, Assam Legislative Assembly for information and necessary
action.

23. The Officer-in Charge Al Legislature Committees, Assam Legislative Assembly for information.

24, Tha Office In-Charge Website Branch for uploading in the official website.

A

Joint Secretary
Assam Legislative Asserrbly
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