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(i)
INTRODUCTION

1. I, as Chairman of the Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments, Assam Legislative Assembly having been authorized by the Committee to
submit the Report on their behalf, present this TWENTY SECOND REPORT on
Demands for Grant No. 51 the Soil Conservation Department for the financial year, N
2025-2026.

2. Demands for Grant have been examined by the Committee under Rule 260 J (1) (a) of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly.

3. The Committee took evidence of the representatives of the Soil Conservation
Department on 13 March 2025.

4. The Draft Report was considered and approved by the Committee at their meeting held
on 16" March, 2025.

5. The Committee expressed its thanks to the Officials of the Soil Conservation
Department placing before them the requisite materials and their considered views in
connection with the subjects under consideration.

6. The Committee would also like to place on record their deep sense of appreciation for
the invaluable assistance rendered to them by the Officials of Assam Legislative
Assembly Secretariat attached to the Committee.

Dispur Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi p
Dated: 16™ March, 2025 Chairman
Departmentally Related Standing

Committee on Development (D) Departments
Assam Legislative Assembly



CHAPTER -1

REPORT

Grant No. 51
Soil Conservation

The Preliminary Status Paper along with the Action Taken Report has
been received by the Departmentally Related Standing Committee on
Development (D) Departments on Grant No. 51 from the Soil Conservation
Department, wherein the respective Department has expounded various
information with relevant data which are as follows:

Soil Conservation is one of the most dynamic sectors for the agriculture
and allied sectors of Assam. The Land and Water resources together with
wildlife as well as all forms of life create a promising troposphere for
perpetuation of life forms and protection of environmental equilibrium. Soil
Conservation Department is engaged for all Soil and Water Maintenance
measures with a view to accomplish all forms of erosion caused by a varied
aspect. Soil Conservation is the procedure of loss of the top layer of the soil
from erosion or diminished fertility for unwarranted use of soil, acidification,
salinization or other chemical adulteration. Fast industrialization and
population growth has taken a hefty charge on the ecological balance. Both
land & water resources have been subjected to huge burden causing land
degradation, floods, soil erosions, loss of fertility of agriculture land, air &
water pollution etc. which is a concern to be addressed with immediate

attention.

For endurance of mankind, land & water resources must be managed
methodically for application of land on a justifiable basis for fruitful
resolutions. The Soil Conservation Department is working very vigorously in
this direction and numerous schemes executed by the department aims at
management of land & water resources on sustainable basis as well as, for
creating income opportunities for rural people.

With time, it has been comprehended that for persistence of humankind,
land & water resources must be managed scientifically for use of land on a
self-sustainable basis for productive purpose. The Soil Conservation
Department is active in this direction and various schemes as implemented

aims at management of land & water resources on a continual basis for
generating income for rural people.




Chapter — 11
Grant No 51. (SOIL CONSERVATION)

The Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments took Grant No. 51 incorporated in the Budget which was presented to the
House on 13"™ March, 2025 for the Financial Year, 2025-26 for consideration.

The Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments has made this Report incorporating all the facts and data given in the Budget
and Preliminary Status Paper including Action Taken Report furnished by the Soil
Conservation Department which are briefly focused as follows-

1.1. While examining the papers and documents, as received from the concerned
Department in respect of Grant No. 51 and the budget provision made thereto, the
Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D) Departments held the
said meeting on 13" March, 25 and took oral evidence from the Departmental
representatives for discussing all the points raised by the Hon’ble Members of the
Committee. At the same time, the Committee considered the Action Taken Report on the
recommendation made in its Twenty First Report for the year, 2024-25.

The Budget provision made under Grant No 51 relating to Soil Conservation
Department for the financial year 2025-26 is as given under:

Revenue Capital Total
- (Rupees in Lakhs)
Voted 8102.50 6777.15 14879.65
Charged 0.00 0.00 0.00

Under the following heads, an estimated Budget Allocation
has been fixed as shown below :

HEAD OF ACCOUNTS Rupees in Lakhs ’
2402 Soil & Water Conservation 7430.00
2415 Agricultural Research & Education 672.50
4402 Capital Account 6777.15 :
Total 14879.65

The amount, so allocated is presented before the House and is proposed to be spent
in the Revenue Expenditure.

The Committee examined the Major Head of Grant No. 51 and took oral
evidence from the Soil Conservation Departmental representatives. The Soil
Conservation Department under Grant No. 51 comprises/incorporates various

" schemes taken by the Departments for the financial year 2025-26.




1.2 Focus Areas of the Department

The Soil Conservation Department has identified the following
Focus areas for enactment of various schemes:

+ Protection of top fertile Agricultural land from all sorts of Erosion and
Land Degradation.

* Improve productivity of Agncultural land by adoptmg Water Harvesting
and Water Distribution Techniques.

% Reclamation of Cultivable Wastelands like Fallow land, Wasteland,
Waterlogged areas, land affected by sand deposits due to floods etc. by
suitable Soil Conservation measures.

% Taking up Soil and Water Conservation Works in degraded ‘Jhum’ land
in order to control Shifting Cultivation in the two hill districts of Assam.

* Nature Conservation & Climate Change adaptation.

1.3 Nature of projects being implemented:

Various types of works taken up by Soil Conservation
Department are described below:- : -
A. Gully Control Project :

B. Land Development Project
i. Field Bunding & Contour Bunding
ii. Bench Terracing
iii. Land Development By Drainage
C. Protective Afforestation Works
D. Water Harvesting
E. Stream Bank Erosion Control Project
F. Cash Crop Development
G. Water Distribution Works
H. Nature Conservation Works
I. Wetland Development

WDC-PMKSY: WDC-PMKSY (Watershed Component) previously known as
Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) is implemented by the
department of Land Resources (DoLR) under the Ministry of Rural Development
(MoRD). The former WDC-PMKSY was closed in September, Dated 2020 and the
new version of WDC-PMKSY 2.0 was launched in January, 2021 by the DoLR.




The objectives of Watershed Development Projects are —

» To improve productive potential of rainfed / degraded land through

integrated watershed management.
» To strengthen community based local institutions for promotion of

livelihoods & watershed sustainability.

» At macro level, the project is to accelerate the economic growth rate of
agriculture in the less endowed rainfed areas of the country.

> At watershed level, the development plan shall be guided by the need to
achieve higher incomes for farmers, expanded livelihood option for landless,
equity in distribution of benefits, community ownership and management,
and ecologically sustainable action plan.

1.4 A BRIEF NOTE IN RESPECT OF GRANT NO. 51

The Soil Conservation Department has furnished the preliminary
status relating to schemes proposed for the year 2025-26 with the particular
prominence under Grant No. 51 as follows:

BUDGET/SECTORAL ALLOCATION FOR THE YEAR 2025-26

Rs. In Lakh)
Budget/
Sl No. Head Aiﬁt:tri:ln Remarks
2025-26

1 FDR 7.48
2 Nature Conservation 50.00
3 Building & Approach Road 250.00
4 Protection of Riverine Land 100.00
5 Protective Afforestation 30.00

6 Wetland Development 15.00 .
7 Gully Control Project 398.07

8 Land Development 50.00 : :
9 Land Reclamation & Water Distribution 10.00
10 Disaster Risk Deduction 198.50
11 |TSP(LR) 94.00
12 | SCSP (LR & WD) 35.60
13 SCSP (GCP) 113.70
. Sub Total for SOPD-G 1352.35
14 Estab}ishment E:Fpendihue (SOPD) 141.33

(Furniture, Machinery, IT etc.)

TOTAL FOR SOPD 1493.68




RIDF-SS 100.00

RIDF-LS 1900.00

Total for RIDF| ,  2000.00

WDC-PMKSY (State Share) : 0.03

WDC-PMKSY (Central Share) 0.03

Total for WDC-PMESY 0.06

Este_tbliahment Ex;?epditure (Revenue) 482.69
(Maintenance, Training, GIA etc.)

Grand Total 3976.43

1.5 INFORMATION RELATING TO NEW SCHEME

For the financial year 2025-26, 3 (Three) Nos. of projects under ASDMA has
been approved by the Assam State Disaster Management Authority vide
letter No. Ecf. No.442023/15, Dtd. 10/01/2025 and budget has been
allocated under DRR head of account for implementation of the said project
during 2025-26.

Sl. Amount

No. Name of Scheme piatrict (Rs. In Lakh)
Baishumati- “Protection of vulnerable
1. | Gully erosion control structures”
A under Baksa Soil Conservation Tamuipur 70,00,

Division, Mushalpur.

Abadari - “Protection of vulnerable
¢ 2. | Erosion Control Structures” under

: Baksa Soil Conservation, Division,
Mushalpur.

Tamulpur 88.50

3. | Enhance Soil Moisture Retention and
Mitigation Strategies via Structural
and Non-structural Measures for '
Dioahe Jike! nituntion ny Phoniti| S oha 200
Sub-division under Golaghat S.C.
Division, Golaghat.

Total 198.50




(Anhexure-X]

ACTION TAKEN REPORT

Furnished by the Soil Conservation Department on the observation and
recommendation contained in the last Twenty First Report of the DRSC on
Development (D) Departments on Grant No 51 of the Budget 2024-25.

SL
No.

Observations and Recommendation

Action Taken Report

The Departmentally Related Standing
Committee (DRSC) on Development (D)
Departments observes that in the last meeting
a recommendation was made about the
Rajapani Chanda under Kamrup (M) but due to
the insufficient budget allocation under SOPD
during 2023-24, the project work couldn’t be
implemented by the respective department.

The Committee, therefore, strongly
recommends that the Soil Conservation
Department should take necessary steps to
implement the aforesaid scheme during
2024-25. Since the budget allocation is too
low, additional budget proposal may be
submitted for the purpose during the FY
2024-25.

The recommended project namely “Boulder
Revetment and Water Distribution Project
at Rajapani Chanda, Rani near BSF Camp,
Kamrup (M) District amounting to
Rs.103.22 Lakh” can be taken up subject to
allocation of sufficient budget during 2025-26.
Also, it may be stated that Department could
not submit demand for additional budget
requirement to Finance Department since
Finance Department had not yet made any
provision for submission of supplementary
demand for the financial year 2024-25.

If however, Finance Department allocates fund
for 2025-26 under RIDF, the Department shall
endeavour to take up the project under RIDF
Fund subject to approval of Higher Authority.

The Committee observes that already the Soil
Conservation Department couldn’t implement
the schemes in Durgasarubar Area of Santipur
Hills, Kamrup (M) for the insufficient budget
allocation during 2023-24.

The Committee, therefore, recommends
strongly that the Department should take
necessary steps to implement the aforesaid
scheme during 2024-25. Since the budget
allocation is too low, additional budget
proposal should be submitted for the

purpose during FY 2024-25.

As per the recommendation, the project
namely “Mitigation of Flash Flood and to
reduce sediment and water yield at
Durgasarubar area, Santipur Hills, Kamrup
(M) amounting to Rs. 35.00 Lakh” has been
approved under RIDF-XXX during 2024-25
and tendering process already initiated &
same will be finalized shortly after observing
all necessary formalities.

The Committee observes that there is need of
Boulder Pitching with Revetment for Erosions
Protection work at Arikuchi village under
Borkhetri, LAC of Nalbari District.

So, the Committee recommends that the
work of Boulder Pitching with Revetment
for Erosion Projection work at Arikuchi
Village under Barkhetri LAC of Nalbari
District should be taken up in priority by

The recommended project namely “Boulder
Pitching with Revetment for Erosions
Protection work at Arikuchi village under
Barkhetri LAC of Nalbari” amounting to
Rs. 40.00 Lakh can be taken up subject to
allocation of sufficient budget during 2025-26.
Also, it may be stated that Department could
not submit demand for additional budget
requirement to Finance Department since
Finance Department had not yet made any




the Department concerned.

provision for submission of supplementary
demand for the financial year 2024-25.

If however, Finance Department allocates fund
for 2025-26 under RIDF, the Department shall
endeavour to take up the project under RIDF
Fund subject to approval of Higher Authority.

The Committee observes that there is a need
of prompt action from the Department to
address the Water Logging in various places
in the State of Assam.

Therefore, the Committee recommends
that the Department should take
necessary measures to address the Water
Logging issues to curb it completely,
wherever necessary.

The Department is aware of the fact that
water logging is a major issue in - the
agricultural productive land. Therefore, to
mitigate the said problem, the Department
executed “Land Reclamation and Water
Distribution” works over the years in the

‘entire state of Assam as per budget

allocation. Some examples of such projects
are as follows:

i) Water Harvesting Project at No.l
Dhamkhuna village under SOPD in the
District of Kamrup (M) during 2021-22.

il) Water Harvesting & Distribution project
at Muamari (Niz-Ambari) under SOPD in the

district of Udalguri during 2021-22.

ili) Land reclamation (Agri Bund) at
LakhimiBarpomua from Bhanuram Path to
MisimiPathar, Jengraimukh under SOPD-
SCSP in the district of Majuli during 2023-
24,

iv) Integrated Land Reclamation & Water
Harvesting Project -at Monikotajan under
RIDF-XXV in the district of Charaideo.
v)Saphayan Jan Land Reclamation& Water
Distribution Project from Ratanpur to

Kamalpur village under RIDF-XXVIII in the

district of Golaghat .

vijThekeraguri Jan & Land Reclamation
Water Distribution Channel under RIDF-
XXIX in the District of Morigaon.

| But, due to paucity of sufficient fund

allocation, the department could not
address each and every water logging
cultivable area. Therefore, adequate budget
allocation is required for the purpose.
However, the Deptt. could not submit
demand for additional budget requirement
to Finance Department since Finance
Department had not as yet made any
provision for submission of supplementary
demand for the financial year 2024-25.




No.

Observations and Recommendation

Action Taken Report

The committee observes that during the FY
2023-24, the budget allocation in respect of
the Department concerned is not sufficient in
comparison to previous year liabilities under
SOPD.

(i)The Committee, therefore, strongly

| recomxmends that the Department should

submit a proposal of Supplementary
Demand during the year 2024-25
amounting to Rs. 40.00 Crore (Rupees
Forty Crore) only including the following
two nos. projects - i) “Boulder Revetment
and Water Distribution Project at Rajapani
Chanda, Rani near BSF Camp, Kamrup (M)
Diutrict” amounting to Rs. 103.22 Lakhs.

ii) Mitigation of Flash Flood & to reduce
sediment and Water yield at Durgasarubar
arga Santipur Hills, Kamrup (M)
amounting to Rs.34.345 Lakh.

As per the DRSC recommendation, a
proposal of Supplementary Demand
amounting to Rs. 40.00 Crore (Rupees Forty
Crore) only is prepared under different head
of accounts as detailed —
i) Gully Control Project — Rs. 925.96 Lakh,
ii) Protection of Riverine
Land
iii) Land Reclamation &
Water Distribution — Rs. 400.00 Lakh,
iv) Wetland Development — Rs. 306.30 Lakh,
v] Nature Conservation - Rs.254.04 Lakh,
vi) Building & Approach

— Rs. 800.00 Lakh,

Road — Rs. 900.00 Lakh,
vii) TSP — Rs. 150.00 lakh,
viii) SCSP — Rs. 263.70 Lakh.

Total - Rs. 4000.00 lakh
However, no demand for additional

requirement has been submitted to Finance
Department since they have not yet made any
provision for supplementary demand during
the financial year 2024-25.

However, Among, 2 nos. of recommended
project, 1 no. project namely “Mitigation of
Flash Flood & to reduce sediment and
Water yield at Durgasarubar area Santipur
Hills, Kamrup (M) amounting to Rs. 35.00
Lakh has been approved under RIDF-XXX
during 2024-25 and tendering process already
initiated & same will be finalized shortly after
observing all necessary formalities.

Regarding the project “Boulder Revetment
and Water Distribution Project at Rajapani
Chanda, Rani near BSF Camp, Kamrup (M)
District” amounting to Rs. 103.22 Lakhs,
the same can be taken up subject to allocation
of sufficient budget during 2025-26. If
however, Finance Department allocates fund
for 2025-26 under RIDF, the Department shall
endeavour to take up the project under RIDF
Fund subject to approval of Higher Authority.




OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Grant no 51

Soil Conservation Department

After a great deal of careful consideration of the papers/documents submitted by the
Soil Conservation Department and clarification made by the Departmental representatives
during the course of tendering their oral evidence the Departmentally Related Standing
Committee (DRSC) on Development (D) Departments has made the following Observations
and Recommendations.

1. The Departmentally Related Standing Committee (DRSC) on Development (D)
Departments observes that Soil Conservation Department deals with the
management of 3 natural resources i.e.- land, water & vegetation in draught
prone area, water logged area & flood prone area. There is a need for taking up a
project at Patharughat to commemorate the martyrs of historic Patharughat
Farmer’s Agitation, 1894.

The Committee, therefore, strongly recommends that the Department should
take necessary steps to implement the project at Patharughat and the same may be
named as “Patharughat-Patidarrang Integrated Drainage Line Treatment”. The
Deptt. Should propose for allocation of Rs. 200.00 Crore through SD, which - will
solve the problem of water logging of a vast area and this will also increase the net
sown area.

2. The Committee during the meeting observes that the recurring flood & bank
erosion by the river Dipota under Sonitpur district causes damage to standing
crop and livestock every year.

So, the Committee recommends to take up series of stream bank erosion & soil
conservation measures along both the banks of the river Dipota. The Committee
recommends that the Deptt. should propose for allocation of an additional sum of Rs
50.00 Crore for successful completion of the project through SD.

3 3. The Committee makes the observation during the meeting that scheme of
erosion protection works at Balijhar High School as well as cremation ground
under Kamrup (Rural) district at Boko area is highly in need to be undertaken by
the Department concerned in regard to the erosion caused by the Singra River.

Therefore, the Committee recommends the Department to up the erosion
protection works on the Singra River to protect the Balijhar High School as well as
cremation ground under Kamrup (Rural) district at Boko area on priority basis.

4. The Committee observes that there is a need for the protection of Soil erosion of the
paddy field at Durgapur and Makragaon Villages of Durgapur under Sidli LAC.
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Therefore, the Committee recommends that the Department concerned
should take necessary steps for additional fund through SD proposal for the soil
erosion protection works at Durgapur under Sidli LAC.

5. The Committee again discussed the Action Taken Report of the last
meeting about the scheme at Rajapani Chanda under Kamrup (M) which
could not be implemented due to insufficient budget allocation under
SOPD during the F/Y 2024-25.

Accordingly, the Committee recommends that the scheme at Rajapani
Chanda under Kamrup (M) should be taken up and completed by the
Department concerned with a SD Proposal for additional budget, as applicable.

6. The DRSC Committee observes that during the FY 2025-26, the budget
allocation in respect of Soil Conservation Department is not sufficient in
comparison to previous year’s liabilities under SOPD & RIDF.

So, the Committee recommends to submit Supplementary Demand
amounting to Rs. 40.00 Crore (Rupees Forty Crore) only under SOPD and Rs.
40.00 Crore (Rupees Forty Crore) under RiDF.

7. The Committee observes the need for adequate involvement of the Local
MLAs in the process of selection of schemes for implementation.

Therefore, the Committee strongly recommends that selection of schemes
to be taken up by the Department concerned with the involvement/consultation
of the local MLAs.

With these Observations and Recommendations as mentioned aforesaid, the
Committee recommends that the Budget provision amounting to Rs. 14879.65
Lakhs during the financial year 2025-26 under the Grant No. 51 be accepted.

The Action taken on the report may be submitted to the Committee within 90
(ninety) days from the date of presentation of the Report to the House.




-11- ANNEXURE-Y

ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
NOTIFICATION

No.LADRSC (D)/2025/01 Dated Dispur, the 1 February, 2025

In pursuance of the Rule 260-L(1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business

in Assam Legislative Assembly, the Hon'ble Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly has been
pleased to nominate the following Members to constitute the Departmentally Related

Standing Committee on Development (D) Departments, Assam Legislative Assembly.

1. Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi ' MLA & Chairman
2. Shri Binod Hazarika MLA & Member
3. Shri Mrinal Saikia MLA & Member
4. Shri Mihir Kanti Shome MLA & Member
5. Shri Ganesh Kumar Limbu MLA & Member
6. Shri Bijoy Malakar MLA & Member
7. Shri Taranga Gogoi MLA & Member
8. Shri Prithiraj Rabha MLA & Member
9. Smti Nandita Das MLA & Member
10.Shri Aftab Uddin Mollah _ MLA & Member
11.Shri Abul Kalam Rasheed Alam MLA & Member
12.Shri Nizam Uddin Choudhury MLA & Member
13.Shri Nirmal Kumar Brahma i MLA & Member

And in pursuance of Sub-Rule (3) of the Rule 260-(J) of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, the Hon'ble Speaker has been pleased
to appoint Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi, MLA and Member of the Committee as the
Chairman of the Departmentally Related Standing Committee on Development (D)
Departments, Assam Legislative Assembly.

The term of the Committee shall be for a period of one year with effect from the p b
February, 2025.

Sd/-
Secretary,
Assam Legislative Assembly
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Memo No.LADRSC (D)/2025/02-24 Dated Dispur, the 1* February, 2025

Copy forwarded for kind information to :

1. Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi, MLA & Chairman, Departmentally Related Standing Committee on
Development (D) Departments , Assam Legislative Assembly for favour of his kind information.

2. Shri Binod Hazarika MLA & Member ~

3. Shri Mrinal Saikia MLA & Member

4. Shri Mihir Kanti Shome MLA & Member

5. Shri Ganesh Kumar Limbu MLA & Member

6. Shri Bijoy Malakar MLA & Member

7. Shri Taranga Gogoi MLA & Member > For kind information
8. Shri Prithiraj Rabha MLA & Member

9. Smti Nandita Das MLA & Member 5
10. Shri Aftab Uddin Mollah MLA & Member

11. Shri Abul Kalam Rasheed Alam MLA & Member

12. Shri Nizam Uddin Choudhury MLA & Member

13. Shri Nirmal Kumar Brahma MLA & Member

14. The Director, Assam Govt. Press, Bamunimaidan, Guwahati-21 for favour of publication of the
above notification in the next issue of the Assam Gazette in Part-l. Five Spare copies of the same
may be pleased supplied to this necessary action.

15. The Principal Accountant General, Assam, Maidamgaon, Beltola, Guwahati 29.

16. The P.S to Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Hon’ble Speaker, Assam
Legislative Assembly.

17. The OSD to Deputy Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Hon'ble Deputy
Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly.

18. The P.S. to Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Hon'ble
Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative Assembly. . .

19. The Sr. Financial Adviser, In-Charge Accounts Branch, Assam Legislative Assembly for information
of the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, Assam Legislative Assembly.

20. The Chief Reporter Cum Editor of Debates & Ex- Officio- Joint Secretary. Assam Legislative
Assembly for information and necessary action.

21.The PS. to Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly for information of the Secretary, Assam
Legislative Assembly. _

22. The Officer In-Charge, Nazarat Branch, Assam Legislative Assembly for information and necessary
action. ; 5

23. The Officer-in Charge Al Legislature Committees, Assam Legislative Assembly for information.

24, Tha Office In-Charge Website Branch for uploading in the official website.
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