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Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, Hon’ble Governor of Assam: Respected
Speaker and Hon’ble Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly.

It gives me immense pleasure to address this August House during the
first session of the 15th Legislative Assembly.I heartily welcome you all to this
new House and offer my best wishes. I thank the people of Assam all over the
State and all sections of our society, especially the students and the youth,for
their active participation in the recent Assembly elections.The support and
cooperation of the people was vital in successfully completing this massive
democratic process amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. My Government humbly
accepts the people’s mandate and commits to work with dedication and sincerity
to uphold the immense faith placed in us.

Members of this August House are aware that visionaries, from Lokapriya
Gopinath Bordoloi to martyr Khargeswar Talukdar; and from Bodofa Upendra



(2)

Nath Brahma to all the martyrs of Assam agitation, dreamt of peace, progress
and development of Assam. This will be the core focus area of the new
Government, like it has been for the previous Government during past five years

My Government’s topmost priority, now, is to contain the spread of Covid
-19 disease during the 2nd wave of the pandemic in the state. During the first
wave of Covid-19 last year, Assam was one of the top performing states of India
in controlling the pandemic effectively. The tried and tested formula of test,
track and treat, which yielded very positive results last year, is being implemented
and efforts are on to augment testing all over the State. My government has
taken steps to add more ICU beds, Oxygen beds and Covid Care Centers. We
have also upped our Oxygen generation and storage capacity. Steps for further
strengthening the medical infrastructure are being taken on a war footing.

Vaccination has been a ray of hope in midst of the pandemic. In case of
COVID vaccination, the Government of India has been providing vaccines free
of cost to the State Government for the age group of 45 years and above. In case
of the age group of 18 to 44 years, my Government is committed to provide
vaccination free of cost in all Government health institutions.

Making Assam flood-proof'is also a priority area for my government.To
this effect, “Mission Brahmaputra” will be launched with the intent of preventing
loss of lives, livelihood and properties through a multipronged strategy involving
dredging of the river and building reservoirs to store excess water from the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries.My Government is going to set up a special
organization with larger autonomy and flexibility within the Water Resource
Department so that we can achieve our targets in shortest possible time.

My Government will remain committed to strengthening the Namghars
and protecting the rights of the Sattras. A task force will be constituted to recover
the lands of the Sattras and places of worship from the illegal encroachments.
We will also continue to strengthen the Sattras by providing them grants-in-aid.

Recently, the ULFA (I) has announced an unilateral ceasefire for three
months. However, the announcement of ceasefire without stated ground rules
may not yield the desired results. Nonetheless, my Government considers the
announcement of ceasefire a step in the positive direction. I urge ULFA
leadership to set in motion the process to device the ground rules during the
period of ceasefire . I am sure that during this important ceasefire period of
three months, if agreed ground rules are adhered to and situation
remainsviolence free, it will create a conducive environment for a structured
discussion. Needless to add, once on the road of peace and development, the
day will not be far when Assam emerges as one of the top five states of the
country. Here, I would like to mention that the release of Shri Ritul Saikia by
ULFA(I) is a welcome step in this direction.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has brought about peace and
development in Bodoland area with the signing of the historic Bodo Peace Accord
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2020 and the formation of the Bodo Territorial Region. In a similar vein, my
Government has been in discussion with militant outfits in Karbi Anglong, which
has progressed well so far. We are hopeful that in Karbi Anglong too, there will
be a new dawn in the region.

Recognizing the youth power in the State, my Government has set on a
mission to make Assam one of the most entrepreneurial states in India. 10 lakh
young entrepreneurs will be created through the Redesigned Swami Vivekananda
Assam Youth Employment Yojana (Re-SVAYEM). Approximately 2 lakh youth
will be supported each year through this scheme for the next five years.

My Government is committed to providing jobs to the youth of Assam and
has, to this effect, decided to start the process of recruitment of one lakh
educated unemployed youths in various Government sectors jobs. The
Government has constituted and notified a Committee which will prepare the
roadmap of recruitment of one lakh jobs.

My Government will also enable approximately 8 lakhs livelihood
opportunities in the private sector for the youths of Assam. Another priority of
my Government is to empower Assam’s women through the enhanced Orunodoi
Scheme. Under this scheme deserving families will get an increased amount
per month. 30 lakhs families will be brought under this scheme in a phased
manner. Under the Kanaklata Mahila Sabalikaran Scheme, my Government will
increase the grants provided to women SHGs.

Similarly, for the welfare of the tea garden communities, the amount
disbursed under the Assam Chah Bagicha Dhan Puraskar Mela Scheme will be
increased in a phased manner.My Government will also set up a Welfare Board
for the shopkeepers and street vendors of the state.

My Government has decided to alleviate the misery faced by the loanees
of Micro finance companies in the State. In its very first Cabinet meeting,it has
been decided to form a Committee to suggest modalities to address this
problem.I am confident that this Committee will submit its report soon, which
will pave the path for expeditious resolution of the miseries faced by our mothers
and sisters.

In a historic decision taken recently, my Government has also approved
the increase of Assam Government’s equity share in NRL from 12.35% to 26%.
This is going to cost the exchequer at least Rs 2188 crore. We are going to be
partners in NRL’s development journey.

My Government strives for an Atmanirbhar Assam and aims to make Assam
self-sufficient in essential food items, especially fish, poultry, piggery, dairy
and horticulture products, within the next five years in a phased manner.

We all revere and worship cows. It is considered a sacred animal as it
nurtures us through life sustaining milk. In fact, it is a symbol of the divine
bounty of earth. I am happy to inform you that my Government plans to introduce
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the Cow Protection Bill in the next Assembly session. The proposed Bill envis-
ages imposition of complete ban on transport of cattle outside the State. We
will adopt a zero tolerance policy and enforce stringent punishment for the of-
fenders. Once passed, Assam will join other States of the country who have
passed similar Bills.

My Government firmly reaffirms that Assam is the land full of potential
and possibility. We will explore these aspects in the right perspective for bringing
about speedy growth so as to meet the long-standing hopes and aspirations of
our citizens irrespective of their ethnicity, caste, creed or religious
background.

Hon’ble Members, I am going to layout before for you the vision of my
new Government for ushering in a new era of lasting peace, security and
development that will take Assam to newer heights of glory.

AGRICULTURE

Agriculture and its allied activities are of overriding importance for the
people of Assam as a source of livelihood, employment, and as a way of life
since more than 70% of the population is still dependent on this sector. During
the period of last five years, my Government has made considerable strides in
the agricultural sector of the State to double the farmer’s income by 2022.

A total of 52.15 Lakh MT of rice was produced in the State in2019-20.
Similarly, foodgrain production has increased to 54.66 Lakh MT in 2019-20.
Maize production in the State has gone up to 1.28 Lakh MT in 2019-20. Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana is another thrust area of the Government. From Kharif,
2016, as much as 27,33,649 farmers have been covered under PMFBY till date
as against 60,000 farmers in 2016-17. My Government has provided full subsidy
on the premium to the farmers under PMFBY. My Government plans to issue
Soil Health Card to each farmer which will carry crop wise recommendations
to increase productivity of crops by judicious use of inputs. During last five
years, the Agriculture department has distributed 25.93 Lakh Soil Health Cards
to farmers out of total 27 lakh farmer families. Government of Assam had
launched Chief Minister’s Samagra Gramya Unnayan Yojana (CMSGUY) on 15th
June, 2017 to bring about a paradigm shift in the holistic development of villages
in the State and tractor distribution to farmers’ groups was taken up as one of
the entry point initatives. Under CMSGUY, 14,341 nos. of tractors have been
distributed to farmers’ groups till date. To boost up agricultural mechanization,
more than 23000 power tillers have been distributed. Under Mukhya Mantri
Krishi Sa-Sajuli Yojana, Rs. 259.29 Crore has been transferred from 2018-19
till date to the bank accounts of 7,41,795 farmers for purchase of agricultural
implements. For assured irrigation facilities, 10,109 solar operated pump set,
36,736 diesel operated pump sets and 2,125 electrically operated pump sets
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with Shallow Tube Well have been distributed under the Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund. Moreover, construction of 20 Soil Testing & Quality Control
laboratories covering 20 districts of the State is going on, out of which 7 are
completed and the rest will be completed soon.

The horticulture sector has the potential to double the farmers’ income as
envisaged by Hon’ble Prime Minister.Hence, the horticulture sector area
expansion programmes for crops like Orange, Pineapple, Banana, Dragon fruit,
Ginger, Turmeric and flowers, etc have been taken. This has been coupled with
training of farmers and adopting better technology management practices to
raise productivity. The concept of Organic Farming is also being introduced
among farmers.

Several steps have been taken in the Food Processing Sector in the state
of Assam. Processing variety of potato (Chip Sona, LR, Atlanta & Kufri Pokhraj)
and Tomato (Vaishali) were introduced and they have become commercially
viable during recent years. A total of 94 Farmers Producer Companies (FPC)
have been formed under schemes like RKVY, MOVCD and HMNEH.

New initiatives :

The Government will offer 30% subsidy to the interested entrepreneurs
for setting up rice mills. The Government has also decided to provide 1000
mini trucks at a subsidized rate to facilitate agriculture market-linkage of farm
products. Further, the Government will set up cold storages in each district of
the State.

To encourage maize cultivation, State Government is initiating a new
programme in collaboration with Assam Agricultural University. An INDO-
ISRAEL Centre of Excellence for protected cultivation of vegetables was
inaugurated at Khetri of Kamrup Metro District by Chief Minister of Assam
and Ambassador of Israel to India on 2nd November, 2020. A Centre of Excellence
for Organic Agriculture is also being set up at Biswanath district. One horticulture
college is being established at Dima Hasao. Further,one Orchid Park is being
established at Kaziranga.

CO-OPERATION

My Government, through Cooperation Department, has been striving for
upliftment of living standard of the people, targeting mainly those at the weaker
section of the society through formation of cooperatives in various income
generating sectors like Dairy, Fishery, Horticulture, Agricultural products,
Handloom & Textile, Agro-processing
etc.

As a component of logistic infrastructure, warechouses play a key role in
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bridging the demand supply gap by ensuring timely supply and minimizing cost
by reducing waste and turnaround time. Based on the agricultural produce and
demand, renovation of 57 (Fifty-seven)warehouses in 13 (thirteen) warehouse
complexes in 10 (ten) districts and construction of 4 (four) new warehouse
complexes in 3 (three) districts is being implemented in the State under RIDF-
XXL.

During the last five years, my Government has successfully completed
construction of 244 rural godowns under NABARD sponsored RIDF program.
Besides these, initiatives have been taken for construction of 33 scientific rural
godowns under Warehouse Infrastructure Fund (WIF). My Government has
decided to implement the State Integrated Cooperative DevelopmentProject
(ICDP) in entire Assam through National Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDCQ).

EDUCATION

With a vision to transform 1000 select schools into Centres of Excellence
across the state, a programme called “Pratyahban” has been launched. This
program aims to transform Government schools into model schools that have
state of the art learning facilities and are equipped with requisite number of
well trained teachers to ensure a high quality of teaching— learning environment,
ensuring pre-primary education in the light of NEP 2020 mandate, and focusing
on foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) from pre-school to grade V as per
Gol FLN Mission.

As the first step towards transferring various financial benefits directly to
the students, bank accounts of about nine lakh students from class-I to XII were
opened and around 20,188 students have been enrolled with Aadhaar.

My Government made a sincere effort to provide uninterrupted education
to the children across the State despite numerous challenges posed by the Covid-
19 pandemic. In these tough times, teachers provided online academic support
to their students through WhatsApp etc.Media channels like YouTube were
created to provide e-classes, Radio programmes for elementary classes, tele-
classes on Science and Mathematics conducted through Doordarshan, Assam
GyanBrikkhya, an11 Exclusive Education TV Channel launched, etc. were adopted
to reach all students irrespective of the digital divide.

FINANCE

The key achievements of my previous Government in the Finance
Department during past five years are summarized as
below:

(A) Steady and Sustained Economic Growth
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It is to be emphasized that our State has seen a steady rate of growth which has
been consistently higher than the national average. Our Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) rose from Rs.2,02,080.85crore to Rs.2,48,796.15 crore
between the years 2016-17 to 2019-20 at constant prices. This annual growth
rate stood at 7.71% against the national annual growth rate of 6.11% in the same
period. At current prices, the GSDP rose from Rs.2,54,382.36 crore in 2016-
17toRs.3,51,317.77 crore in 2019-20 at an annual growth rate of 12.7% against
an All India Growth Rate of 10.72%. During the same period, the per capita
income of Assam rose from Rs.66,330 in 2016-17 to Rs.90,692 in 2019-20.

(B) Revenue mobilisation

Reflecting on the state of revenues and shedding some light on sources of
funds; the impact of the Union Budget and the grants accorded therein in the
light of our states fiscal situation is significant. In its final report, the 15th
Finance Commission, has recommended Rs.20,601 crore as our State’s share
in Central Taxes for 2021-22. This includes a grant of12 Rs.1,075 crore for the
construction of embankment-cum-road on the periphery of Majuli and Rs.300
crore for the comprehensive development of the Kamakhya temple. Furthermore,
Government of India has also significantly enhanced the revenue deficit grant
to states this year in the Union Budget which will boost the State finances even
further. The Union Budget has given several special considerations for Assam -
1,300 kilometres of additional national highway road infrastructure amounting
to Rs.34,000 crore and a provision of Rs.1000 crore for the welfare of tea
garden workers for our state and West Bengal. Separately, in the past 5 years,
the State has tapped into a larger pool of resources from the Central Government
by the way of increased funding under Centrally Sponsored Schemes and
Externally Aided Projects grants (EAPs). It is worth mentioning here that we
received Rs.10,444.07 crore on account of Centrally Sponsored Schemes from
Government of India in the year 2016-17, which has gone up, to Rs.16,101.54
crore in the year 2019-20. This has helped us majorly in increasing our pool of
expendable resources. During the same period, our receipts on account of
Externally Aided Projects grants have gone up from Rs.516.21 crore in 2016-
17 to Rs.1,606.08 crore in 2019-20. In thiscontext, the major Externally Aided
Projects under which our Government has sourced funding are Assam Urban
Infrastructure Investment Project (AUIIP), Assam Agri business and Rural
Transformation Project (APART), Assam State Road Project and NDB funded
Assam Bridge Project.

Assam was the first state to ratify the historic Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Bill, which subsumed five major taxes namely, VAT, CST, Entry Tax,
Luxury, Amusement and Betting Tax. This consolidation has enabled a paradigm
shift in the taxation structure of the State. Our State has played a key role as a
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member of the GST Council and has received a favourable compensation pack-
age from the Central GST portion at an annualised growth rate of 14%. Assam
was also able to negotiate under the umbrella of special exemptions meant for
the North East and Hill States especially for our industries. Due to the sincere
efforts of the State Government, the major revenue earning departments have
consistently yielded positive results, with the states own revenues now making
up about 26% of the total revenue receipts. During the year 2019-20, the States
own tax revenue generation stood at Rs.16,529 crore. Our tax revenues have
seen a steady increase from Rs.12,079.56 crore in the year 2016-17 to
Rs.16,528.69 crore in the year 2019-20, at an 8.16 % compounded annual growth
rate. The non-tax revenue income has also seen an increase, mainly on account
of the receipt of arrears due as royalties,on various accounts from the
Government of India. The State Government has relentlessly pursued the matter
of royalties owed to our state from oil companies, and thus far, has been able to
obtain about Rs.7,756 crore as oil royalty arrears between the years 2016-17 to
2019-20.

(C) Prudent Fiscal Management

The macroeconomic stability of the State, the need for stimulating
economic growth and Government expenditure on critical infrastructure and
social security have been the areas of major emphasis. Our Government has
engaged in prudent and sound fiscal management, which has resulted in keeping
in check the fiscal and revenue deficit during the last 5 years. Side by side with
stringent fiscal management, Government has managed to give an enhanced
budgetary outlay year on year; from Rs.83,017 crore in the year 2016-17, to
Rs.99,453 crore in the year 2017-18, Rs.1,08,490 crore in the year 2018-19,
Rs.1,19,720 crore in the year 2019-20 and Rs.1,22,341 crore in the year 2020-
21. This has meant a 47.37% increase in the budgetary outlay over the 5 years
of our Government. These numbers reflect Governments commitment to ensure
the States economic development.

(D) Higher Budgetary Outlay

Government has not been simply increasing the outlays but has also ensured
a higher utilization of those budgets. In 2019-20, Government was able to achieve
a budget utilization of about 68% which is a significant improvement over earlier
years. This means that the actual expenditure made has grown almost twofold,
from Rs.41931.32 crore in the year 2015-16 to Rs.81,088 crore in the year
2019-20, during 4 years of our Government.

(E) Timely Utilisation Certification
State Government has also accorded priority to the certification for
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utilization of public financial resources. For the first time in the recent past, for
the financial year 2016-1715 out of a total of 1863 original drawals, 1839
utilization certificates have been submitted to the Accountant General (AG)
which makes up 98.71% of the drawals. Similarly, for the financial year 2017-
18, 2031 utilization certificates have been submitted to AG against a total of
2267 drawals, which comes to nearly 90%.

(F) Increased Development Expenditure

In the last 5 years, we have increased our expenditure envelope manifold.
The carving and designing of this envelope has also undergone a dramatic shift.
Government has focused on asset and value creation, rather than simply increasing
revenue expenditure. There is mention in the Auditor Generals report on the
states finances in the year 2018-19, that our capital expenditure has undergone
an increase from Rs.6,001 crore in 2016-17 to Rs.13,501 crore in 2019-20, a
doubling of spend in the last 4 years.

(G) Leveraging technology for process reforms

During the past four years, Finance Department has also been undertaking
systematic reforms to underpin our commitment to better governance, increased
transparency and to improve the ease of doing business. We have introduced the
Integrated Financial Management Information System (IFMIS) which
encompasses online budgeting, online budget distribution and resumption, re-
appropriation, e-ceiling management, online salary bill and e-budgeting on a
single platform. Furthermore, we are working rigorously towards the16 full-
fledged implementation of electronic approvals of administrative approvals and
financial sanctions in the state.The Computerised Treasury Management
Information System (CTMIS) has brought in effective automation of all the
treasury functions wherein the salary bills and other payments are now processed
online without the need of physical movement of files between various
Departments. Processing of budgets and payments have become much simpler
and efficient, this initiative has helped us make the entire process of ceiling
management and payment release shorter and more transparent, and has thus
helped us avoid the end of fiscal rush in the month of March every year.

(H) Electronic receipts management system — E- GRAS

Another key reform introduced by the Finance Department is the
implementation of e-GRAS (Government Receipt and Accounting System),
which is a common collection portal for the State of Assam for collection of all
revenue deposits in the state exchequer. Citizens, tax-payers can now pay their
taxes, fees, fines and other dues to the Government through this portal online

Followed by P-1
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and generate a receipt there of. This has been a major reform to ensure ease of
doing business, so that the ordinary citizen, tax-payer does not have to wait in
long queues for payment of their dues. To increase the Government -Citizen
physical interface avenues the Government has opened and operationalized 21
new sub treasuries in the State to allow for greater accessibility to citizens.17

() GeM and Public Procurement Reforms

In the direction of increasing transparency and improving the ease of doing
business in the domain of public procurements, our Government has undertaken
visionary reforms. The Government has focused on the effective utilization of
Government e-Market place (GeM) portal to facilitate and support procurement
requirements of various Departments. As of today, the active number of buyers
stands at 131 and the active number of sellers stands at 12791. With a total
transaction volume of 1926, the current value of total procurements done through
GeM for Assam, stands at Rs.400.64 crore. It is worthwhile to mention here
that the World Bank has chosen our state as one of the only five Government
entities in the World for their programme in handholding for replication of best
practices in public procurement from South Korea.

Government has enacted the Assam Public Procurement Act, 2017 to
ensure complete transparency, expediency and efficiency in the process of public
procurement. The rules to implement this act have also been notified in
September 2019.Assam is a pioneering state in this area, being only the fourth
state in the country to have a dedicated law for public procurement. We are also
taking necessary steps to build capacity of the state government officials to
implement the Act in letter and spirit and also to enhance public access to
procurement information.

The Government of Assam has implemented 3% interest subsidy scheme
on Crop Loan of farmers, Assam Farmer’s Credit Subsidy Scheme (AFCSS)
covering 139130 beneficiaries, 2018 to cover all short - term crop loans availed
by Scheduled Commercial Banks/Regional Rural Banks/ Assam Co-operative
Apex Bank. Assam Farmer’s Incentive Scheme (AFIS),2018 to incentivize
activation of NPA-KCC, account that has benefitted 67308 number of
beneficiaries and the Assam Farmer’s Interest Relief Scheme (AFIRS), 2018 to
cover short term crop loans to farmers upto a limit of Rs.2.00 Lakh at 4% interest
that has reached 1344 number of beneficiaries.

In Tea sector, Assam Chah Bagicha Dhan Puraskar Scheme (ACBDPS),
2018 was implemented for financial inclusion of tea garden workers that had
reached 721485 number of beneficiaries in Phase I, 715979 numbers of
beneficiaries in Phase Il and proposed to cover 746667 numbers of beneficiaries
in Phase I1I. The Government has introduced Assam Tea Industry Special Incentive
Scheme (ATISIS) to improve the market prospects and to re-calibrate the current
Tea production mix in Assam from 89 : 11 for CTC: Orthodox & Specialty Tea
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to a more sustainable ratio and has an outlay of Rs. 125 crore.

Finance Department formulated the Bidya Laxmi Education Loans scheme
for Higher Education of the Children of regular State Government employees
that gives loans upto Rs. 10.00 lakh @ 4% with State Government interest
subvention19 that has been sanctioned against 543 numbers of Government
employees.

The State Government has announced a new Education Loan Subsidy
Scheme named Abhinandan with an objective to facilitate easy Education Loan
for the permanent citizen of Assam and it an one-time education loan assistance
of Rs.50,000 that has reached 6,032 nos. of students in two phases.

In order to ensure wholesome socio-economic development of the society,
Orunodoi Scheme has been introduced by the Government for poverty eradication
and to provide substantial income support of Rs. 830 per month to rural
households. This is the largest Direct Benefit Transfer Scheme in India which
has an outlay of Rs. 2,800 crore in the budget. The Government of Assam has
till date enrolled 17.07 lakhs beneficiaries and envisages to enroll around 20
Lakh household under this scheme. Also Re-SVAYEM (Redesigned Swami
Vivekananda Youth Empowerment Yojona) scheme was announced in Assam
Budget 2020-21 to help the youth of Assam, who are members of any SHG/
JLG/FPO or such similar groups.

Government of Assam has also launched the “Apon Ghar” scheme with a
view to facilitate housing loan that provides interest subvention @ 3.5%. As on
date, a total sum of Rs.3,844.16 crore has been sanctioned as loan against 28,800
numbers of Government employees.

Realizing that Rural infrastructure is to be broad based to agriculture and
allied sectors, the State Government20 diversified the projects under RIDF
( Rural Infrastructure Development Fund) and decided to include Roads &
Bridges, Irrigation, Flood Protection, Soil Conservation, Beel Fisheries,
Marketing Infrastructure (Vegetable processing), Rural Godowns, Veterinary
Hospitals & Sub-Centers, Cattle Feed Plant, Modern Abattoirs, Sericulture, Small
Hydel Power, Agriculture etc. Since inception, NABARD has sanctioned for a
total amount of Rs.7,286.62 crores to the State against which Rs.6,151.86 crores
has been released till 31st March, 2020.

I am confident that all these initiatives shall be taken forward and
supplemented and even greater steps taken for the service and welfare of the
people of Assam.

FISHERIES

Effective utilization of the fishery resources resulted in enhancement of
fish production in the state to the tune of 3.73 lakh MT during 2019-20 with



(12)

21% growth compared to 2016-17. During this period, more than 67% growth
has been recorded in production of fish seed reaching 9519 million during 2019-
20. At the same time fish consumption level, has also increased from 8.5 kg to
more than 11 kg per capita per annum.

Considering the importance and potential of the fishery sector, the State
and Central Governments have been consistently emphasizing for growth of
this sector in the state through different development scheme mainly under
Centrally21 Sponsored Schemes such as Blue Revolution and Prime Minister
Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY); ‘Chief Ministers Samagra Gramya Unnayan
Yojana (CMSGUY), RIDF funded ‘Ghare Ghare Pukhuri Ghare Ghare Maach’;
Rashtriya Krishi Vikash Yojana (RKVY); SOPD and World Bank funded ‘ Assam
Agribusiness and Rural Transformation Project (APART) with international
collaboration from WorldFish, Malaysia. Due to the consistent effort of my
Government as well as the fish farming community, Fisheries Sector has in last
five years,won four significant national awards during 2020-21. The Best State
(Assam), The Best District (Nagaon), The Best Government Organization/
Federation/ Corporation/ Board (FISHFED) and the Best Fish Farmer (Amal
Medhi, Nalbari) in the ‘Hilly and North Eastern’ category.

It is noteworthy that administrative control of the Revenue Fisheries and
Assam Apex Cooperative Fish Marketing & Processing Federation Ltd.
(FISHFED) has been brought under Fishery Department from Revenue and Co-
operation department respectively.

GENERALADMINISTRATION

My Government has set up a Mini Secretariat in Silchar to bring
administration closer to citizens of the region. The Foundation Stone Laying
Ceremony was held on 02-03-2019 and the Mini Secretariat was inaugurated
on 26th February, 2021.The Divisional Commissioner, Barak Valley has been
functioning as ex Officio Commissioner & Secretary of the Mini Secretariat in
Barak Valley.

Work for Re-construction of Assam Bhawan in Bengaluru is under process
as the Government of Assam has received land clearance from Bengaluru
Development Authority. Work for Phase-1 Construction of Assam House in
Bengaluru has been completed and Phase-II Construction has been 60%
completed.

The Government of Assam, on 12th January, 2021, has upgraded Bajali
Civil Sub-Division to a district. The Integrated Office Building of Deputy
Commissioner of Kamrup District at Amingaon has been completed and
inaugurated by the then Hon’ble Chief Minister on 01-02-2021.
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GUWAHATIDEVELOPMENT

My Government has completed the construction of Noonmati Pump House
and 4 high discharge pumps have been installed in this pump house through which
the rainwater of the entire Jyotinagar and Noonmati area can be drained into the
Bondajan. The rainwater which flows to Zoo Road area has been diverted towards
Bondajan which has also minimized artificial floods in the Zoo Road and adjoining
areas.

My Government has been able to provide potable water in 4 District
Metering Areas (DMAs) under Kamakhya Distribution Zone of the project.

Construction of a Multilevel Automated Car Parking Place adjacent to
MMC Hospital Campus at Panbazar has been taken up by my Government and
the project has achieved 91.50% physical progress till date.

Under the Mukhya Mantrir Sohoj Griha Nirman Achoni, the Guwahati
Building Construction (Regulation) Byelaws, 2014 has been amended to issue
building permissions for residential buildings up to G+2 in a plot of land up to
2.5 Katha instantly through empaneled RTP online. Economically poor people
having minimum land area of 4 Lecha are also entitled for obtaining Building
Permissions as per the amended building bye laws of 2020.

My Government has completed the Guwahati Passenger Ropeway
connecting Guwahati & North Guwahati across the river Brahmaputra at an
estimated cost of Rs 56.00 crore. It is the longest river crossing Aerial Tramway
System in India with additional self-propelled rescue cars for emergency
evacuation.

In order to facilitate digitization of Land Sale Permissions in Guwahati
Metropolitan Area, my Government has launched an online portal
www.gmdalsp.in.

HANDLOOM TEXTILES & SERICULTURE

My Government has been implementing various schemes— both, under
the State Sector Schemes and Centrally Sponsored/Central Sector Schemes.
Under the scheme National Handloom Development Programme (NHDP), Block
Level Cluster projects are implemented. Weavers about 300 to 1000
concentrated in an area of a Block are the beneficiaries. A total 59 Projects are
sanctioned for Assam with 52,772 beneficiaries and with project cost of Rs.
96.48 crores.

My Government has taken up a new scheme namely Handloom Model
Village, at Barun Chitadar village in Majuli and Teliapathar at Moran in Dibrugarh
District for sustainable development and preservation of handloom legacy,
particularly comprising ethnic, versatile and colourful motifs and apparels of
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Assam. ARTFED is the Implementing Agency for this project for providing
marketing platform to the Primary Weaving Cooperative Society/Self Help
Groups and Handloom Entrepreneurs to sell their handloom products, Handloom
Expos are organized from time to time.

HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

During the 1st wave, Assam was one among the top performing states of
India, which could control the pandemic effectively by adopting the following
comprehensive health systems strengthening strategies.

1. Focus on 3Ts—TEST, TRACE and TREAT.

2. Regular monitoring from the highest level & timely decision making and to
act swiftly: Minister, Health led the exercise from front and showed the path to
the department with under guidance of Chief Minister.

3. Universal screening and testing

4. Training of all engaged workforce

5. Making need based COVID Care Centers (CCC) functional25

6. Continuing massive need-based IEC campaign, optimum utilization of social
media

7. Community level surveillance to track potential cases and to test and trace
8. Community level COVID Counseling & Testing Centers and awareness about
those centers

9. Micro containment zones and rigorous testing in those zones to isolate more
cases

10. Optimum utilization of existing community level structures to oversee the
implementation

My Government will continue to focus on these proven strategies of 1st
wave and few additional strategies to manage the 2nd wave of COVID-19
pandemic in state; some of which are as follows:

* Special emphasis is being given for accumulation of oxygen from different
plants functioning in Assam and neighboring states. The oxygen production
capacity has been increased to 58.5 MT per day approximately, (Includes
production of vendors + generation through Oxygen Generation plants installed
in Govt.) and storage capacity has been increased to 239 metric tonnes (total of
297.5 metric tonnes).

* New Oxygen Generation Plants have been installed by Government of Assam
in all Medical Colleges:

08 (eight) Oxygen Generation Plants functional, (3 in GMCH, 2 in JIMCH,
1 in FAAMCH, 1 in TMCH, and 1 in DMCH) which produces 7.2 MT per day

05 (five) Oxygen Generation Plants are under process of installation and
(1 at MMCH, 2 at AMCH, and 2 at
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SMCH), will be completed soon, which would produce 4.5 MT per day

06 (six) Oxygen Generation Plants, (1 each in Tinsukia CH, Nagaon CH,
Golaghat CH, Bokakhat SDCH, Singimari MH, and Kokrajhar CH) which once
completed, would produce a total output of 2.34 MT
per day.
* Further efforts to set up oxygen generation plants at each district hospital are
ongoing.
» Commissioning of O2 generation plants in Bhutan (Samdrup Jhonkar)will give
another 40 MT medical oxygen to Assam.
» State has been focusing much on adherence of COVID Appropriate Behaviour.
» State has the advantage of starting COVID-19 vaccination early. Most of the
Frontline Workers have been vaccinated by 2 doses of vaccines and a large
section of population above 45 years of age have been vaccinated with at least
1 dose of vaccination. The people in the age group of 18-44 are also being
vaccinated. This vaccination is acting as shield for all the population (including
FLWs) from27 getting infected from COVID-19 and even if he/she is infected,
then the intensity of disease is found to be much less for the vaccinated
population.
* Mobilization of resources from other Government/NGOs/ UN Agencies :
Discussions are on to get support (cash/ kind/technical assistance) from different
organizations to gear up the fight against COVID-19 in Assam.

HOME & POLITICAL

Policing comprises a wide range of functions and duties meant to safeguard
the people of the State as well as ensure peace and tranquility. The present
government fully recognizes the complexity of tasks that Assam Police performs
in our State.

It needs no mention as to how the Assam Police took up an unprecedented
challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic last year. The challenges that this
pandemic has thrown up are entirely new and handling these has taken a huge
effort on the part of the Assam Police. Assam Police including those of the
Fire & Emergency Services, Home Guard & Civil Defence personnel etc. are
fully prepared to face any situation that may come their way. During the
pandemic, a holistic approach is required involving enforcement of law and
directions of the government, helping the people in distress and furthermore,
making people aware of the dos and don’ts during the pandemic. Here, police
force has been delivering their utmost service.

Throughout the State of Assam, police agencies are tasked with enforcing
social distancing during the partial lockdown this year. Police agencies
effectively enforced social distancing through patrolling vans, foot patrols, and
vehicle checkpoints. Police officers are also at the forefront of State’s public
health campaign, providing information and essential supplies. Police has




(16)

enforced curfew with no untoward incidents, making people aware of its neces-
sity.

In the war against Covid-19, more than 4700 personnel of Assam Police
have been infected by the virus and 20 of them have made the supreme sacrifice.
The Report entitled ‘New Dimension in Policing: The Case of Assam Police as
Frontline Anti-COVID Workers’ reflects how Assam Police played a prominent
role during Covid-19 crisis. To ensure that the citizens have easy access to Police
Services, and so that they can reach the concerned Police Officer at the cutting-
edge level swiftly, my Government has launched the‘One Post One Number’
system.

It is notable that 1615 NDFB, 644 Bengali Adivasi Tiger, 17 ULFA, 13
DNLA, 1 PDCK and 32 UPRF cadres surrendered in 2020 and joined the
mainstream. On the other hand, Assam Police has been very proactive towards
containing corruption. Mention may be made to the Question paper leak Scam
of SI entrance exam which was effectively handled by the Assam Police wherein
49 persons including Ex-DIG and serving SP were arrested and more than 6
crores rupees seized in cash.

When the focus is primarily on the services to be offered by police, it is
equally important that police personnel are to be provided with the basic
amenities, infrastructure and technologies. Physical infrastructure, soft skills
training, Video Conferencing and basic Cyber tools are being developed in all
344 Police Stations, over a period of 5 years under the Scheme “Mission for
Overall Improvement of Thana for Responsive Image (MOITRI), Assam”. 55
Police Stations have been completed till date.

Further, a new beginning has been made by the Directorate of Forensic
Science to set up the Forensic Science Training Institute to train up the various
officials from police and judiciary.

IRRIGATION

My Government has created irrigation potential of 2.68 lakh Ha. during
last five years thereby taking the cumulative potential to 10.41 Lakh Ha. i.e.
38.56% of the assessed ultimate irrigation potential of 27 Lakh Ha. In Minor
Irrigation sector, my Government has created about 2.60 lakh hectare of irrigation
potential through schemes taken up under different programs, such as PMKSY-
AIBP, PMKSY-HKKP-Mission for Access to Ground Water, SOPD (General,
TSP, SCSP), RIDF of NABARD etc.

Under RIDF, 33 irrigation schemes were completed creating potential of
2681 Ha.and under PMKSY-AIBP, 78 nos. of MI schemes have been completed
creating potential of 34409 Ha.30

Under SOPD-Gen., 21 nos. of MI schemes have been completed creating
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potential of 3398 Ha.Similarly, under SOPD-SCSP&TSP, 12 MI schemes have
been completed creating potential of 934 Ha. As an innovative programme under
CMSGUY, 71 STW hybrid schemes have been completed creating potential of
142 Ha.

As a priority scheme, under Hon’ble Prime Minister Flagship program -
Prime Minister Krishi Sinchayee Yojana Har Khet Ko Pani (PMKSY-HKKP)-
Mission to Access Ground Water Tube Well (TW) schemes, works of 4779
Tube well (TW) points were taken up in Phase -1 in the year 2019-20 covering
fourteen districts. This will create potential of 19116 Ha. and benefit 18577
farmers. Another, work of 4916 TWs have been sanctioned by Government of
India in Ph-II for 10 districts of Assam which will create 19664 Ha. of irrigation
potential and benefit 17216 small farmers.

JUDICIAL

Role of independent, efficient and dynamic judiciary is pivotal in
democratic set-up of a welfare state and my government is committed to address
the needs of the judiciary. During last 5(five) years, we have completed new
Court Buildings for District Judiciary of Barpeta, Baksa, Kokrajhar, Hailakandi,
Karimganj & Dibrugarh. In the newly created Districts, my Government has
already sanctioned required posts. The Charaideo & Hojai Courts have presently
become functional.

The construction works of the 1st phase of the National Law University &
Judicial Academy, Assam with a cost of Rs. 116 Crore has been completed and
the Administrative Approval for Rs. 125 Crore for the 2nd phase has been
accorded. At present, 7(seven) exclusive POCSO courts at Baksa, Cachar, Silchar,
Nalbari, Sonitpur, Nagaon, Kokrajhar and Karbi Anglong are functioning.
Department will make another 10(ten) exclusive POCSO Courts functional.

LABOUR WELFARE

The Labour Welfare Department, Assam provides various welfare measures
and benefits to the workers engaged in the organized and unorganized sectors.

The Department, during the lockdown period, has given Covid relief of
Rs. 2000.00 each to 2, 21, 378 registered construction workers through DBT.
All the registered construction workers are entitled to financial assistance for
health Check-up @Rs. 3000.00 for registered workers between 18 to 40 years
and Rs. 5000.00 each to registered workers aged between 41 to 59 years. [t may
be mentioned that 4, 52, 462 workers are registered under the relevant Act &
Rules.Further, a sum of Rs 1520.04 crore of cess was collected and Rs 180.78
crore are spent by the Board till now.
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In view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the management of the tea gardens
were directed to allow ‘special leave’ with payment of wages up to a maximum
period of 14 days to the workers for the period of quarantine/home isolation
undergone due to Covid-19 infection.

The Labour Welfare Department has taken initiative to popularize Central
Government Pension Scheme for unorganized workers “Pradhan Mantri Shram
Yogi Maan Dhan (PM-SYM) and “National Pension Scheme for Traders” (NPS-
Traders).

On line registration and renewal of certificate/license under Shops &
Establishment Act, Contract Labour (R & A) Act, Motor Transport Workers Act
and Inter State Migrant Workmen (RE & CS) Act is being issued through E-
services under EODB.

MINESAND MINERALS

During the last five years, my Government granted 30(Thirty) Petroleum
Mining Leases (PML) of which 24(Twenty-four) were issued to Oil & Natural
Gas Corporation Ltd. and 6 (Six)) to Oil India Ltd. for production of crude oil
and natural gas. Moreover, my Government approved 9 (Nine) Discovered Small
Oil fields (DSF) and 19 (nineteen) Open Acreage Licensing policy (OALP).

In the last five years,my Government has taken up various geological
investigation programmes for coal deposits in Karbi Anglong District, Limestone
deposit in Dima Hasao District, Granite deposits in Nagaonand Goalpara District,
Quartzite and Sillimanite deposits in Karbi Anglong District and Silica sand
deposits in Nagaon district. My Government has signed an MOU with the Mineral
Exploration Corporation Limited (MECL) for exploration of two Coal Blocks
funded by CMPDI (Central Mine Planning and Design Institute).

My Government has also taken some other policy initiatives like framing
of “The Assam Mineral Regulations and Dealers Rules, 20207, to regulate illegal
mining, transportation, and storage of minerals and “District Mineral Foundation
Trust Rule,2020”.

PANCHAYAT & RURALDEVELOPMENT

My Government has been efficiently implementing all Central & State
Government Schemes, namely MGNREGA, Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana,
National Benefit Scheme, Swahid Kushal Konwar Sarbajanin Briddha Pension
Scheme, & Indira Miri Universal Widow Pension Scheme etc.
successfully.

My Government has initiated a new programme, “SwaNirbhar Nari— Atma
Nirbhar Axom” which is a convergence programme between the Panchayat &
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Rural Development Department and the Assam State Rural Livelihood Mission
& 12 other line Departments to provide permanent assets to the SHG members
holding active Job cards. The scheme will benefit more than 4.00 Lakh
beneficiaries and shall serve as a model for women empowerment in the state.

Under Assam State Rural Livelihoods Mission (ASRLM), rural women
SHGs are provided with financial as well as technical support for product
development, self-sustainability etc. Under Vistarita Kanaklata Mahila
Sabalikaran Yojana, a capital subsidy of Rs.50,000/- is being provided to the
women SHGs who have availed bank loan.

To deliver better services to the SHG Members, a total of around 4200
Jeevika Sakhis under ASRLM have been provided with a two-wheeler (Scooty)
under the new scheme, “JeevikaSakhi Express” in the last financial year.

Due to COVID 19 pandemic, the training Centres under Deen Dayal
Upadhaya Grameen Kushal Yojana (DDU-GKY) remained closed for almost 8
months during FY 2020-21, for which the desired targets could not be achieved.
However, ASRLM, through its Project Implementing Agencies imparted skill
development training to 1518 rural poor youths at 53 training centres across
the state. A total of 3278 rural poor youths were provided placement (3 months
on job) in various industries located in different parts of the country during the
year.

PERSONNEL

My Government has taken the initiative to increase the upper age limit for
entry into Government Service from existing 38 years to 40 years for Grade-II1
and Grade-IV posts.

In order to make composition of APSC gender neutral, the Assam
PublicService Regulation, 1951, has been amended vide Notification No.ABP.98/
2017/36, dated 27/10/2020, thus mandating inclusion of at least one woman
member in APSC.

The Assam Public Service Commission from 1st April 2016 to May,
2021conducted various written/screening Tests and Personality Test/Interviews
for different Departments, both Technical and Non-Technical posts under
Government of Assam. In this process, a total 9355 (Nine Thousand Three
Hundred fifty-five) candidates were interviewed and thereby making
recommendations of 2205 (Two thousand two Hundred Five) candidates to
different Departments.The APSC is also contemplating to conduct Computer
Based Test (CBT) in some of ensuing screening tests in line with other State
Public Service Commissions.The Assam Public Service Commission has
successfully completed selection process for various posts including CCE 2018
for recruitment of 255 candidates to the ACS and other Allied Services.
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My Government has placed a requisition for 331 posts to Assam Public
Service Commission for recommendation towards appointment inACS and Al-
lied Services under combined Competitive Examination, 2020.The APSC has
accordingly issued advertisement.

PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

There are 40 State Level Public Enterprises (SLPEs)under the
administrative control of 23 Administrative Departments. My Government has
notified “Public Enterprises Policy, 2019” with the approval of Assam Cabinet
bringing in all the State PSEs under a common policy framework for enhanced
accountability and performance.

During the period from 2016-17 to 2020-21, Public Investment Board
(PIB) recommended major investment proposals of 6 PSEs viz.

1) Assam Petrochemicals Ltd.,

i1) Brahmaputra Crackers and Polymers Ltd.,

ii1) Assam Gas

Company Ltd.,

v) Assam Co-operative Jute Mills Ltd.,

v) Assam Power Distribution Company Ltd., and

vi) Assam

Power Generation Corporation Ltd. One of the major investment decisions
approved by PIB recently is investment proposal for the enhancement of Share
Capital holding of Govt. of Assam from existing 12.35% to 26% in Numaligarh
Refinery Ltd. A Task Force was constituted by PE Department for mentoring
and monitoring (1) Finalization of Annual accounts and (2) Statutory compliance
of Assam Public Sector Enterprises.

Under the Capacity Building Programme of State PSEs of Assam, Public
Enterprises Department has organized training programmes on various subjects
like (1) “Gain a Winner’s Edge” conducted by Shiv Khera at Guwahati,

(i1) Training on Finance Accounting for Non Finance Persons,
(ii1) Management Development Programme onTransformational Leadership
(iv) Training cum Workshop on Corporate Governance in [IM Bangalore,

(v) WEBNIT on Assam State PSEs : Journey to Scale new heights in
collaboration with Professional bodies from ICAI, ICSI and ICMAI and
(vi) WEBINER on Internal Audit & IA Standard in collaboration with ICAI &
AG, Assam and
vii) Orientation
Programme on GST and Corporate Governance in
collaboration with Tezpur University.
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PUBLIC WORKS (ROADS)

My Government, with the help of the Government of India has brought a
remarkable change in the road sector by implementing various schemes by
mobilizing fund from Externally Aided Projects, Central Government, Internal
lending agencies, State’s Own Priority Development etc.

Considering the vital need of developing the secondary road network to
facilitate fast and economical freight and passenger movement, the scheme of
Asom Mala was started in the Financial year 2018-19. The objectives of Asom
Mala are to improve the SH & MDR network in the next 15 years, to provide
quality inter-linkage roads between the National Highways and the rural roads
network as well as facilitate seamless multi-modal transportation and to
interconnect economic growth centers with quality transportation corridors and
improve inter-state connectivity. So far, 343 km of road works have been
sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 2655 Crore under State’s Own Priority Development
component of the scheme and the works are already in progress. In addition,
one Externally Aided Project to cover 313 km of road to be funded by Asian
Development and another such project to cover 250 km to be funded by Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank have been prepared for implementation from
the current financial year.

The first two phases of PMGSY sanctioned up to 2019-20 are coming to
the completion stage. Out of the total 29190 km of sanctioned roadwork, 28,351
km have been completed and the rest are also going to be completed soon. In
addition, under PMGSY-II, 2760 km of roadwork have recently been sanctioned
and targeted to be completed in 2022-23.

The work of the Ganeshguri flyover at Guwahati has been completed and
the work of the Supermarket flyover is going to be completed very soon.

The major bridge project to connect the North and South banks of river
Brahmaputra at Guwahati is also in progress. Today, the physical progress stands
at an impressive 35%.

Additionally, my Government has contributed to the welfare of the tea
garden community by undertaking construction of paver block roads in the tea
gardens.

REVENUE & DM

My Government has been working towards strengthening the institutional
mechanism to bring about a paradigm shift in Disaster Management from post-
disaster relief centric approach to the pre-disaster preparedness, prevention and
mitigation approach.

The Department, for the first time, has introduced lightning and
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thunderstorm early warning system through ASDMA which provides early warn-
ings 30-45 minutes in advance and the alerts are disseminated immediately to
the district administration and up to the field functionaries through bulk SMS
service. 39

My Government has also prepared a River Atlas of Assam through ASDMA
with some of the vital information of the rivers and tributaries which will help
in understanding the nature of rivers envisioning that such information will be
of significant help for planning and implementing mitigation measures in the
field of flood related disaster management and water resources projects.

My Government has initiated for the first time construction of
Multipurpose Flood Shelters so that flood affected people get relief from living
on embankments, unhealthy places, schools etc. for a long spell of time during
monsoon. The flood shelters under the aegis of ASDMA will provide
accommodation, food and medical facilities for the flood affected people.

In order to effectively carry out flood rescue activities in the State, my
Government has been providing various advanced search and rescue equipment
like turn table ladders for rescue from high rise buildings, Inflatable Rubber
Boats, Mechanized boats, Automatic Weather Stations etc. My Government
through ASDMA has also mapped the open spaces in all the 31 wards under
Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) along with 26 major towns in Assam
in GIS platform which will help in accessing the available open spaces for setting
up shelter in the event of any catastrophe like earthquake, flood etc. My
Government has updated the Flood Hazard Atlas of Assam with 18 years’ data
set for better planning and execution of development projects, mitigation
measures.

Considering, Guwahati’s strategic importance and seismic vulnerability,
my government has initiated a Project to develop an advanced earthquake damage
and loss information system. In order to provide fail safe communication system
during any catastrophic event, my Government has procured hand held satellite
phones for Disaster Management.

My Government has rendered relentless services in COVID management
through volunteer deployment, free of cost telemedicine services through
renowned doctors; free tele call based emotional and psychological counselling
services etc. My Government’s proactive and aggressive campaign in print,
electronic and digital / social media through issue of advisories / guidelines for
People with Disability, person under Home Quarantine, children, elderly,
apartment dwellers, domestic help, shop keepers, markets and weekly hats and
bazars etc. helped to a great extent in generating public awareness and containing
spread of the virus.
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SECRETARIATADMINISTRATION

To bring transparency and for easy tracking of receipts and files, eOffice
was introduced in Assam Secretariat in the year 2017, initially with File
Management System module which has already been adopted in all departments
of Assam Secretariat. Recently, e-filing module has been initiated under Office
in Secretariat Administration Department and Chief Minister’s Secretariat for
the purpose of saving paper & time, enhancing productivity, data security,
transparency & accountability. This is proposed to be extended in all other
Departments of Assam Secretariat.

Manav Sampada /Human Resource Management System was introduced
by my Government and service book of all the employees under its control have
been digitized. Later, in the year 2019 new modules viz. Online Leave, Online
Annual Confidential Report and Annual Property Return were introduced. With
a view to deliver information & services in a consistent and accurate manner to
maintain transparency in governance, the ePrastuti project has been initiated.

The idea of providing staff bus to women employees of Janata Bhawan
was incorporated in the budget speech for the year 2017-18 for the safety and
welfare of women in general and proposed to provide Free Bus service forwomen
employees for commuting to Janata Bhawan (Assam Secretariat). At present
this free bus service is continuing in 7 (seven) routes in Guwahati.

SOIL CONSERVATION

My Government has targeted to develop about 17592 hectares of rainfed
agricultural lands by taking up various Soil Moisture and Water Conservation
measures with a financial involvement of Rs.3166.50 lakh under Jal Shakti
Abhiyan during the year 2020-21. Accordingly, as on date, my Government has
developed about 6986.00 hectares of agricultural lands with a financial
achievement of Rs.1257.51 lakh under the programme.

My Government is also involved in implementation of various schemes
under Rural Infrastructure Development Fund Programme (RIDF) since 2014-
15 and has implemented about 78 numbers of projects with a financial
involvement of Rs.5994.928 lakh under the programme and thereby creating
valuable assets in the field of Soil and Water Conservation enabling the farmers
to practice from mono cropping to double cropping.

TEATRIBES WELFARE

The Tea Tribes’ community comprising about 17% of the population of Assam
are an integral part of the greater Assamese society and have contributed
enormously to the social mosaic of the State. My Government has vigorously
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pursued welfare schemes for physical, intellectual and socio economic devel-
opment of the Tea Tribes community. The highlights of the schemes undertaken
by the Tea Tribes Welfare Department during the financial year 2020-21 are as
under: —

1. Education: To encourage and improve the education scenario among the Tea
Tribes’ community, the State Govt. has been providing scholarships to students
studying in schools and colleges. During the last financial year 2020-21, 17,509
students were selected for various scholarship schemes viz. Pre/Post-Matric
scholarship, Simon Sing Horo Special Post-Matric Scholarship, Financial
Assistance for Higher Studies, and Financial Assistance to candidates of ANM/
GNM & Technical courses.

2. Online Application System: To make the beneficiary related schemes of Tea
Tribes Welfare Department more transparent, error-free and time-bound, my
Government has adopted a paradigm shift from the conventional offline
application mode to the online application system in 8 schemes from the
financial year 2020-21.

3. Establishment of a Programme Management Unit (PMU): To meet the men-
power shortage of TTWD, a Programme Management Unit (PMU) is on process
of being established under Directorate of Tea Tribes Welfare, Assam. PMU will
consist of 97 nos. of qualified menpower engaged on contractual basis. PMU
will help to generate the much-needed awareness among the Tea Tribes
community and to facilitate easy access to Govt. schemes by the common mass.
4. Skill Development & Self-Employment:— Under “Swahid Dayal Das Panika
Swaniyojan Achoni” 15,168 nos. of educated self-employed youths of Tea Tribes
community were selected to provide financial grant of Rs. 25,000.00 each.

5. Culture: For preservation, development and promotion of culture of the Tea
Tribes community, my Government has taken up construction 75 nos. of
Rangamanchas or cultural pavilions costing Rs. 15.00 lakh each in as many tea
gardens. Out of these, 52 nos. have already been completed and the remaining
23 nos. too will be completed very soon.

6. Sports and Youth Welfare: For proliferation of sports among the Tea Tribes’
community, my Government has taken up construction works of Football
Academies at Rangapara in Sonitpur district, Chota Tingrai in Tisnukia district
and Archery Academy in Sonari of Charaideo district.

7. Health: My Government has taken every effort to continually provide financial
assistance to patients suffering from TB, Cancer and other malignant diseases

on a year to year basis. This year 241 nos. of patients have received grants ranging
from Rs.10,000/- to Rs. 75,000/- depending on the nature of diseases.

8. Women Empowerment: Recognizing the role of collective self-reliance, and
financial inclusion through self-help groups (SHGs), our Government has been
providing financial grants @ Rs. 25,000/- each to Women SHGs.
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9. Other Initiatives: In order to empower the Sardars and Line Chowkidars of
Tea Gardens to carry out their works efficiently and promptly the my Government
has distributed smart-phones to 2502 nos. of Tea Garden Sardars and Bicycles
to 3039 nos. of Line-Chowkidars.

TOURISM

My Government recognises the tourism industry as one of its priority
economic sectors. We have laid stress on integrating the four T’s — Tradition,
Talent, Trade, Technology— with Tourism for overall development of the state
and are focused on marketing niche markets and specific customer segments.

My Government has been striving to woo the Film producers across the
globe for taking up their film shooting in Assam and has rolled out a New Tourism
Policy of Assam that offers multiple subsidies to private investors to invest in
the Tourism Sector and make Assam the most preferred investment destination
both for domestic and overseas investors.

The AamarAlohi Rural Home Stay Scheme of Assam Tourism has been
undertaken with an objective to create direct and indirect employment and also
to create tourist infrastructure in different upcoming and major tourist
destinations of Assam. This scheme provides 80% subsidy to the beneficiaries
for construction of the units and also training and other necessary support are
provided to the beneficiaries to ensure success of the said scheme.

Under the UTTORON scheme, following signature projects have been
taken up: a) Development of Heritage site at Gupteswar under Borsola
constituency and b) Tea Tourism Hub at Tocklai, Jorhat ¢) Development of Maa
Chandika Devalaya/Chand Sadagar Merghar at Chaygaon Kamrup (Rural) Assam
and d) Development of Deepor Beel area including subsidiary eco-tourism
development activities in West Guwahati.

WATER RESOURCES

My Government has taken up flood & erosion management as well as
infrastructure development schemes under different heads of account during
last Five Years in order to tackle the flood and erosion problem of the State in a
sustainable way.

My Government has prepared a proposal for World Bank funded project “Assam
Integrated River Basin Management Project(AIRBMP)” and the same has been
approved in principle by the 91st Screening Committee meeting of Department
of Economic Affairs, Government of India. Under this programme, two
comprehensive flood management schemes, one at Buridehing river and the
other at Manas Beki river at a total cost of Rs. 1393.954 Crore have been



(26)

proposed.

During floods of 2020, 24 breaches occurred at different locations of 17
embankments of Brahmaputra valley and the Department has already closed 6
breaches. Remaining 18 breaches are targeted to be closed soon and the works
are going on. For closing breaches, including restoration of severely damaged
embankment sections and locations, 105 schemes for Rs. 216.00 Crores under
SDRF have been recommenced in the 42nd SEC meeting held on 1st December,
2020.Works have started in most of the schemes. Additional 24 schemes for
Rs. 139.47 Crores were recommended in 43rd SEC meeting held on 13th
February, 2021.

WELFARE OF MINORITIES AND DEVELOPMENT

The Welfare of Minorities and Development Department is the
Administrative Department dealing with the affairs of minorities sections
including linguistic minorities and people living in Char-Chapori areas in Assam.
During the financial year of 2016-17 to 2020-21, the department has taken up
schemes like Distribution of Power Tiller, Power Pump, Solar Pump, E-
Rickshaw, Tara Hand Pump, Bi-Cycle, Sewing Machine, Hand Sprayer Machine,
Wheel Chair to Divyangs, Solar Home Light, Ladies’ Umbrella, Solar Street
Light, Solar DC Home Light, Hybrid Vegetable Seeds, Bio-Organic Soil Enricher,
Xerox Machine cum-Printer & Scanner, E-Cart, Ambulance, Construction of
Open Rangamancha with Auditorium Hall, Cultural State-cum Auditorium,
Community Hall; Training schemes like ANM, GNM, B.Sc. Nursing, DMLT,
DPT, BPT, BMLT, D. Pharm. Electrician, Automobile, Hospitality & Tourism
Management & Hotel Management, Hardware Networking/Web Designing and
publication Assistant, [ICU/OT/Dialysis Technician, Beauty Culture, Hair & Skin
Care training; Coaching for Banking & Railway Clerical Services, Combined
Competitive Exams (APSC/UPSC/CEE/JEET), Combined Entrance Exams
(Medical & Engineering); and One time Grants-in-Aid to Small Businessman &
Entrepreneurs. During the financial year 2016-17 to 2019-20 a total of 7,51,002
students under Pre-Matric Scholarship, 1,18,92448 students under Post Metric
Scholarship and 17,851 students under Merit-cum-Means Scholarship were
benefited.

WELFARE OF PLAIN TRIBES & BACKWARD CLASSES

The mandate of the WPT & BC Department is to ensure the all-round
development of the backward classes of the State by taking up schemes for
Self-Employment, Quality Education, Supportive Health Care, and Infrastructure
Development. During 2016-17 to 2020-21, the WPT & BC Department has
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been implemented Inter-Caste Marriage Scheme where financial incentive has
been provided to 864 inter-caste couples where one of the spouse belonged to
the scheduled castes. Financial assistance of Rs. 50,000 per beneficiary was
also provided to more than 650 critically ill patients belonging to SC, ST and
OBC communities. New Autonomous Councils, viz. (i) Kamatapur Autonomous
Council for the Koch Rajbongshi community (residing in undivided Goalpara
District excluding BTAD &RabhaHasong Autonomous Council areas), (i1) Moran
Autonomous Council and (iii) Mattak Autonomous Council have been created
during 2020 and (iv) Bodo Kachari Welfare Autonomous Council outside BTAD
have been created during 2021.

My Government has been paying special attention for the development of
tribal areas under Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP)49 and providing benefits to the
Scheduled Caste people through Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP). An amount
of Rs.77.35 crore under TSP and Rs.17.44crore under SCSP has been allocated
for the year 2021-22.

Hon’ble Members, with this, I come towards the end of my foreword today.
I highlighted the achievements of my previous Government only to assure that
we are on the right path and to set forth the developmental agenda of my new
Government. I would like to reiterate that my Government resolves to honour
the faith reposed by the people of the state, and to live up to the hopes, aspiration
and expectations of the populace. I request this August House to stand rock
solid with my Government so that we may script new laurels in our march towards
safety and welfare of one and all.
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