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I rise to present the statement of the estimated receipts and
expenditures of the Government of Assam for the financial year
2001-2002.

9. As the Hon'ble Members are aware, this is the last budget
(hat the present Government, which assumed office on May 15, 1996, is
presenting. [ take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to all of you

and to thank you for your help and co-operation.

3. Hon'ble Members may recall that this Government assumed
charge at the time when the law and order situation was a cause for
great concern and the State was beset with the grave problems of
insurgency. terrorism and ethnic violence, apart from devastating floods.
All these events had a deleterious effect on the State Finances. The law
and order situation in the State has now impmve(.i considerably, largely
due to the determined and unrelenting efforts ol the Government and
- whole hearted support and cooperation of the I.Jublie. The economy
is Now showing encouraging signs of growth, which has enabled the
nment to give increased emphasis to welfare and developmental

Gover
qctivitieS in the State despite its financial constraints.

Before I turn to the budget proposals, T take this
opportuni‘ty to briefly apprise the Hon'ble Members about the state of

{he economy and the performance of some selected sectors,
State Economy :

5, The economy of the State witnessed a spurt in growth in
iy 99’2000 after a dismal performance in 1998-99, thanks largely to a
akthrough in the agricultural sector. The Net State Domestic Product
(NSDP] for the year 1999-2000 (quick estimate) is estimated tq be
25’050.96 crores at current prices and Rs.15,554.71 croreg at

RS-
constant (1993-94) prices. This represents an impressive increage of
0
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15.99 percent at current prices and 8.19 percent at constant (1993 9:1)
prices over 1998-99. In this conncction, it may be mentfoned that in
1998-99, the NSDP at current prices increased by 6.86 percent. but at
constant (1993-94) prices it registered a decline of 2.22 percent over
1997-98.

6. This increase during 1999-2000 is indced stigniticant.
though it was achieved after a year of negative growth. Also. much ol the
increase at the aggregate level can be attributed to the performance ol
just one sector, viz, agriculture. The challenge is therefore to sustain the
high rate of growth in the coming years and also to cnsure that other
sectors of the economy start contributing significantly to c¢conomic
growth. That Assam has still a long way to go can be gauged from the
fact that the per capita NSDP for 1999-2000 is estimated to be Rs.9.612
at current prices and Rs.5,968 at constant prices. This is much lower
than the per capita Net National Product of Rs.15,841 at current prices
and Rs.10,151 at constant prices during the same year.

7. The primary sector continues to dominate the Statc's
economy accounting for as much as 46 percent of total NSDP at currcnt
as well as constant prices during 1999-2000 (quick estimate). The
corresponding shares of the secondary and tertiary sectors are 14
percent and 40 percent respectively.

Prices :

8. The average Consumer Price Index (CPI) (Base 1982=100)
for working class population showed a rise of 3.2 percent during the
first six months of 2000, i.e. from January 2000 to June 2000, over the
corresponding period of 1999. The annual average of CPI for working
class population rose by 7.7 percent in 1999 over 1998. On a point to
point pasis CFI for working class population recorded a marginal
increase of 1.7 percent in September 2000 over the corresponding
month of the previous year. On the other hand, the annual average
Wholesale Pricé Index (WPI) (1993-94=100) for agricultural commodities
increased by 15-4 percent during 1999-2000 over the previous year.
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9. Retail prices of some essential commodities recorded an
increase in varyving degrees in September 2000 over September 1999.
While the prices of kerosene oil increased by as much as 57 percent.
some other commodities like gram dal (3 percent), small fish (19
percent) . goat meat (11 percent), milk (10 percent) and sugar (2 percent)
rccorded a moderate increase in prices. However, the prices of
commodities like rice (-8 percent), atta (-6 percent). moong dal
(-2 percent). arahar dal (-14 percent), potatoes (-5 percent), onion
(-13 percent)., vanaspati (-16 percent), mustard oil (-12 percent) and
salt (-3 percent) declined during this period.

Demography :

10. According to the projection of the Registrar General of India.
the population of Assam increased to 26.4 million as on October 1, 2000
from 22.4 million as per the 1991 census. The population in the State
grew by 24.2 percent during the decade 1981-91 as compared to 23.9
percent for the country as a whole. The density of population in this
State as per the 1991 census, estimated at 286 persons per sq. km, was
also higher than the national average of 273 persons per sq.km. On the
other hand, the urban population of Assam according to the 1991
census was 11.1 percent as against 26.1 percent for the nation. The
literacy rate of the State was 52.89 percent which was marginally higher
than the all India average of 52.1 percent.

Employment :

11. The State Government is deeply ‘concerned about the
continuing problem of unemployment and has been according the
highest priority to the creation of employment opportunities to absorb
the vast army of unemployed youths. The problem is being sought to be
tackled by adopting a multi pronged strategy to foster economic
development, promote private and public investment, and restore peace
and normalcy in the State. It is encouraging to note that as per the live
register of employment exchanges, the number of job seekers declined
from 16,24,021 at the end of June 1999 to 16,18,210 in June 2000.
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The number of educated applicants remaining on the hve register of
employment exchanges at the end of September 2000 wis 11,923,115

.

12. Considering the alarming unemplovment problem. the
Government has approved the scheme "Chicf Ministers Swa Nivojan
Yojana” for providing self employment to the cducated nnemploved
youths over a two year period. Some viable schemes in the tisheries,
animal husbandry, dairy, handloom & textiles. Industries and commerce
sectors have been formulated. Total financtal involvement is expected to
be Rs.161.79 crores of which the loan component is Rs. 9143 crores,

The balance amount of Rs.70.36 crores will be provided by the
Government as margin money grants. The amount of margin moncey for
the current year is Rs.35.25 crores. 1 am glad to inform the House that
the Planning Commission has agt:eed to provide Additional Central

implementation of the scheme

Annual Play, ;
13. The State Annual Plan for the year 2000-2001 which was
originally approved at Rs.1520 crores was subsequently raised to
Rs.1750 crores,. Out of Rs.1750 crores, Rs.163.03 crores is for Hill
Areas. The balance amount of Rs.1586.97 crores is for General Arcas
which includeg allocations of Rs.172.31 crores under Externally Aided
Project‘s (EAP), ang RS.104-3l.crox.'es. under the Eleventh Finance
Commission (EFC) Award. Out of the General Areas Plan allocation,
Caoun'S cammarked for Tripg) sub plan (TSP) and Scheduled Caste
Compor.lent Plan (scep) are Rs.136.54 crores and Rs.91.23 crores
I;?r?i:rif:‘sz.e:v?: Government of India has replaced the existing Basic
covering health e; (BMS) by PMGY, an entirely rural based programme
, ementa.ry education. shelter, drinking water, nutrition
and rural roads. Th, Central sh f the current year is Rs.254.57
crores which is 35 Percent hish are ToF r's Central Assistance for
BMS. gher than last yea

14. During the year

2000- amount of Rs.69.13 crores
has been allocated 00-2001, an

' COVering 3q sectors/ sub-sectors, to Decentralised
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Planning in the plains districts of the State. The amount is expected to
e tully utilised in the current year. As the size of the Annual Plan 2001-
2002 .has not vet been finalised by the Planning Commission. the
provision for Plan outlay in the Budget estimates for the year 2001-2002
has been made by retaining the sectoral outlays for 2001-2002 at the
current year's level. The scctoral outlay will be revised after the size of
the Annual Plan is finalised by the Planning Commission.

15. An amount of Rs.27.32 crores has been provided under
Annual Plan 2000-01 for MLAs' Area Dcvelopment Programme and
Untied Funds. The entire amount is expected to be utilised during the
vear 2000-01. As regards the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources,
1he Government of India has released Rs.37.35 crores and Rs.40.40

crores T espectively during the years 1999-2000 and 2000-2001.

Education :

16. As in the previous years. the Sta.te Government wil]
continue to accord high priority to this sector during the next financia]
year. Under elementary education, steps have .been takefl for the
consolidation and strengthening of schools with the objective of
. creasing enrolment and curtailing drop-outs. The scheme for the
supply of text books at 50 percent subsidised rates to s.tudents of lower
primary schools is proposed to be continued during 2001-2009.
Attendance and special scholarship to S’I.‘/SC St.udents @Rs.100.00
and Rs.SO0.00 per annum respectively will contm.ue to be given to
96,000 students. The scheme for Sarba Siksha-Abhljan is proposed to
be ;mplemented in Dhemayi, Karimganj, Tinsukia, a}nd Nalbari districts
in the first phase. The District Primary Education Programme, an
Exte nally Aided Project, which was initially started in four districts of
Assamnl. viz, Darrang, Morigaon, Dhubri and Karbi Anglong in 1994-95
and was subsequently extended to the districts of Barpeta, Bongaigaon,
Goalpard: K‘okrajhar and Sonitpur in 1997-98, ig presently under
implementatlon. The principal objective of the programme is to Provide
100 percent access to schooling facilities to all children in the age
6 to 1 1 years, enrolment and retention of all children in schoo]

reduction in drop outs. Till date, the Government of India has re

grOL’lp
S and
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Rs.157.87 crores as Central share while the Government of Ass:am his
released Rs.20.57 crores as State share to DPPEP. The Eleventh Finsinee
Commission (EFC) has awarded a sum of Rs.10.00 ¢rores s
Upgradation Grants for the construction of school buildings. provision ot
toilets and drinking water facilities over the period 2000-05. In the aren
of secondary education. the EFC has awarded Rs.9.89 crores for

computer training of school children over the period 2000 05. In order
to strengthen and upgrade the network of public libraries in the State.

the EFC has recommended Rs.5.60 crores for the purchase of hooks
and periodicals. With a view to achieving total literacy throughout the

country, the strategy of adult education programme has been changed

from the traditional centre based approach to a campaign bascd
approach under the Total Literacy Campaign (TLC) programme. In
Assam, the TLC has been taken up in 22 districts. You will be happy to
hear that as a result of the State Government's efforts. the literacy
percentage of the State has increased to 79 percent as per the 54(h
Round NSSO, against the all India average of 62 percent.

17. Hon'ble Members are all aware that the Government jg

committed to the protection, preservation and promotion of the rich
cultural heritage of the State. The Government and the public had been
seeking recognition of the Sattriya Dance as one of the major dance
forms of India at par with dances like Bharat Natyam. Kathak and
Odissi. As a culmination of these efforts, the Sangeet Natak Academy
finally accorded recognition on November 15, 2000. Another notable
development has been the completion of the construction of Kala Guru
Bishnu Prasad Rabhg Re-recording Theatre by the Jyoti Chitraban (Film
Studio) Society during the current year with funds sanctioned by the
Government of India under Clause VI of the Assam Accord. With a view
to providing full and unstinted support to the development of the
regional film industry in the State, the State Government has decided to
amend the Assam Film Policy, 1992 and the Assam Film Policy Rules,
1994. Under the new dispensation, Amusement Tax collected during
first two years of the commercial release of a regional film will be
refunded in full without any limit. It would also be worthwhile
mentioning that the Prestigious Srimanta Sankardeva Award will be
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given to Sri Kelucharan Mahapatra, Dr. Bhabendra Nath Saikia, Ustad
Amjad Ali Khan and Sri Sonaram Chutia for the years 1997,1998.1999
and 2000. The awards are likely to be given away by His Excellency the
President of India in March 2001 at Guwahati.

18. Acknowledging the need to improve the facilities for Sports
and Youth Welfare. the EFC has awarded Rs.10 crores as Grants for
Special Problems for the establishment of a Regional Athletics Centre, a
Regional Indoor Games Centre, a Regional Adventure Academy for °

mountaincering and adventures sports, and a Regional Academy for

Waler Sports.
Health & Family Welfare :

State Government has achieved commendable
improvement in health care and delivery systems in the past few years.
In order to improve infrastructure in the health sector, steps have been
initiated to complete 20 thirty bedded rural hospitals and 34 primary

health centres which have remained incomplete since long due to
s. Many CHCs and PHCs have been repaired and

with drinking water and toilet facilities. Under
oject (EAP) IPP-IX, 800 sub-centres have been
completed and opened to the public. With a view to providing the people
living in remote jnaccessible areas with better health services, jeeps and
ambulances have been provided to many districts. Provision for mobile
dispensary and boat clinics have been made in some places. Hospital
Management Committees have been constituted in the district level and
sub-divisional level hospitals to improve the management of hospitals,
oversee the d evelopment of infrastructure, and to provide a mechanism
for looking into public grievances. You will be glad  to know that the
EFC has provided Rs.18 Crore® as Grant over the period 2000-05 for the
establishment of siX Regional Diagnostic Centres in the State.

19. The

resource constraint
renovated and provided
the Externally Aided Pr

20. In the sphere of medical education, steps are being taken to
improve infrastructure diagnostic and treatment facilities. An

emergency ward is DEIN8 created in Guwahati Medical College with an

intensive care unit with assistance from the Non Lapsable Pool of
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. L ee .. R 1o
Central Resources. Other projects like scheme for witer supply |
. . . l(-

Gauhati Medical College, sewage treatment plant and two hos

[T ‘escentlv
buildings with a capacity to accommodate 400 students e presen l.\
under construction. In the Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh,

. . ‘vion:al
construction of the TB and Respiratory Disecase Centre and Regiona

e ; itfous
Institute of Communicable Disease are under progress. An oambi

project for the construction of paying cabins in each of the lh;’ml-
a vl

medical colleges has been taken up. A well equipped 300 bedde

hospital and 60 bedded girls hostel is under construction

Government Ayurvedic College, Jalukbari. A
alongwith hostel buildin

Homeopathic College.

at the
30 bedded hospital
g is also being constructed at the Jorhat

21.

Under the family welfare programme, excellent results have
been achie

. are of
ved in immunization, neo nectal care and health care

women. Immunization under the Pulse Polio Immunization programime
has been Successfull

Y undertaken and there have been no polio casces

Drinking water and Sanitation :

22. The State Government continues to attach great importance
to the Provision of safe drinking water supply facilitics to the 'not
covered' (N habitations followed by the 'partially covered' (PC)
habitations. During the tenure of the present government, 9937 N?
habitations and 2238 pc habitations have been covered with safe
drinking water 4 1999-2000. Another 1500 NC habitation and 3000
PC habitation gy targetted to be covered during the current year. In the
rural Sanitatjop, Sector, the State has adopted the national policy to
implement the Sanitatjop Programme by making the rural people aware
of the desireq Standards of hygiene and contemporary sanitary
practices, and y

ndertaking the installation of low cost sanitary latrines
among rural families pejqy, the poverty level.
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Housing and Urban Development :

23. Keeping in view the rapid growth of urban population and
(he increasing pressure on urban infrastructure, particularly in
Guwahati City. the State Government is undertaking several schemes
for the development of infrastructure in the City. The Rs.95.80 -crores
Guwahati Metropolitan Area Storm Drainage Improvement Programme
is currently under execution with loan assistance from HUDCO and is
(.xpected to be completed within two years. The work on two fly overs at
Ganeshguri Chariali and at Ulubari with loan assistance from HUDCO
{s also underway. The Ganeshguri fly over is expected to be opened to
(raffic next month. The augmentation of the Kamakhya Water Supply
gcheme with Rs.3.00 crores Central Assistance is also being taken up.

24. Work on the construction of the multistoried Secretariat
puilding at Dispur was started in the last financial year with funds from
Governmcnt of India under the award of Tenth Finance Commission.
Following prolonged litigation, the work was re-allotted to M/S. Ansal
properties and Industries Ltd. in July 2000. While the Government of
india has agreed to extend time for completion of the project to March
2001. the State Government proposes to. keeping in view the longer time
frameé required for implementation of the project, request the
G Ovemment of India for further extension of time. The Eleventh Finance
cOmmission has meanwhile awarded Rs.20.00 crores for the State

capital Project.

95. The Assam Urban Water Supply and Sewerage Board is
eXecuting twenty water supply schemes in different towns of Assam. Out
of these: SiX have been commissioned already providing benefits to an
estimated 1.6 lakh people. Twelve water supply schemes are also being
taken up under Centrally Sponsored Urban Water Supply Programme
with 50:50 Central and State share with a target population of 2.83

laldl people.

26. As a part of measures to improve its financial position
uwahati Municipal Corporation has taken up the task of reassessment
of nholding tax. Another proposal to revise the rate of trade licenses is
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presently under process. The Eleventh Finance Commission has
awarded a sum of Rs.21.50 crores over the period 2000 05 as local bhody
grant to supplement the resources of urban local bodies.

Hill Areas :
27. As per the Memorandum of Understanding signed with the
Autonomous Councils of the Iill Districts. the budget of the H1ill

Councils are incorporated in the State Budget after they have been
passed by the respective Councils. Due to acute financial constraints.
the State Government has been unable to provide the full requirement of
fuhds as passed by the Councils in the State Budget. However. full
provision has been made for salary under non Plan. In the year 2000

2001, an allocation of Rs.163.03 crores was made for the Hill Plan. oul
of which Rs.70.90 crores was provided through Special Central
Assistance. Rs.2.00 crores has been provided for irrigation (AIBP) and
Rs.2.56 crores for the Special Employment Scheme. During this year
greater emphasis is being laid on the development of horticulturc.
infrastructure, information technology and environmental protcction
along with health and water supply.

Welfare of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes/ Other
Backward Classes :

28. As in the past, the Government will earnestly ecndeavour to

promote the welfare of scheduled caste, scheduled tribes and other
backward classes including tea and ex-tea garden tribes during 2001 -
2002. During the current financial year, 8172 scheduled caste familics
and 9598 scheduled tribe families were economically assisted under the
20 point programme by different development departments and State
Government undertakings. Special emphasis is being given to the
welfare of these communities in matters of health, education, specially
education of women, drinking water facilities and village link roads. In
the Budget estimates for 2001-2002, funds have been earmarked under
Plan for the implementation of development schemes by the
Autonomous Councils, namely Bodoland Autonomous Council, Mising
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Autonomous Council, Rabha-Hasong Autonomous Council and Lalung
Tiwa Autonomous Council. |

Welfare of Minorities:

29, The Welfare of Minorities Development Board is executing
several development schemes, including training programmes. for the
generation of employment. The Assam Minority Development and
IFinance Corporation, on the other hand, extends loans to persons of
notified minorities. During the current financial year, the Corporation
will be giving loans upto Rs.50,000 to more than 400 beneficiaries. In
order to bring about the socio cconomic development of the people living
in char areas, the Directorate of Char Arcas Development is
implementing welfare and self employment schemes in agriculture,
veterinary. dairy, drinking water facilities, education and cottage

industries.

Relief and Rehabilitation :

30. The State Government is taking all possible steps to provide
relief and rehabilitation to the flood affected people. During the current
financial year a sum of Rs. 101.42 crores has been sanctioned {rom the
Calamity Relief Fund. Reliel measures are also being extended to
victims of ethnic violence in Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon and Dhubri
districts, while ex-gratia grants are being sanctioned to victims of
extremist violence, group clashes, etc. During the current financial
year, Rs.13.95 crores has been spent so far on GR and RG to victims of
ethnic violence. Ex-gratia/ financial assistance amounting to Rs-1.74

crores has also been given to the victims of ethnic and extremist

violence.

Agriculture and Allied Sector :

31. Hon'ble Members will be g]ad to hear that one of the
primary objectives of the Government in the agricyjtural sector namely,
the attainment of self sufficiency in the progye tion of rice, Was achieved
during 1999-2000. This sector is under going rapid transformation,
thanks largely to the installation of shallgy, tube wells under RIDF and
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ARIASP schemes. During the current financial vear, an additional
70,000 shallow tube wells are likely to be installed under the RIDEF. With
the successful installation of 1 lakh shallow tube wells under RIDEF and
another 30,000 under ARIASP during 1999-2000 and 2000 2001 in the
State, the area under assured irrigation facilities is sct to increase to
4.17 lakh hectares. The impact of these schemes is reflected by the tact
that the State generated a surplus in rice production in 1999 2000.
During 1999-2000, Assam produced 38.61 lakh tons as against 32.55

lakh tons during 1998-99. The annual requircment of rice in the State is
estimated at 38.09 lakh tones.

32. Efforts are being made to increase the area under double
cropping from the present 12.51 lakh hectares to 20 lakh hectares by
consolidating the gains in infrastructure development during the

current Ninth Plan period. The use of HYV seeds and fertilizers has also
increased with improved assured irrigation facilities. In fact, the

consumption of fertilizers has doubled to 29.30 kg per hectares during
1999-2000 from 14.20 kg. per hectare at the beginning of the Ninth
Plan.

33. Wheat and pulses, two other important food-grain crops.

are not grown extensively in the State due to unfavourable conditions.
During 1999-2000 the production of wheat and pulses was 0.98 lakh
tons and 0.71 lakh tons respectively. With an increase in assured
irrigation facilities, thrust is being given to the production of these crops
dur.ing 2001-2002. The Government is also taking up the programme of
sprinkler irrigation in areas under oil seed cultivation during the current
year to augment the production of oil seeds.

3‘.1- The dramatic increase in the area under irrigation due to
wide spread use of shallow tube wells has fuelled considerable demand
for power tillers ang tractors. During the Ninth Plan period, till 1999-
2000, the Department of Agriculture has distributed 407 power tillers
and 120 tractors under Centrally Sponsored Schemes.

35. The State has so far achieved 6.60 lakh hectares of irrigable

area against its potential of 27 lakh hectares. Irrigation Department i
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presently executing 10 on-going major/ medium irrigation projects and
12.11 ongoing minor irrigation schemes. Under ARIASP, the Government
nplete 141 decp tube well schemes and 81 river pumping
stations at an estimated cost of Rs.11.76 crores with a target of 6909

hectares. Till September 2000. 75 deep tube wells and 32 river
a potential of 3580 hectares.

proposcs to cot

pumping stations were completed with
During 2001-2002, 66 deep tube well schemes are proposed to be

completed. The Government has also been implementing schemes with
funds from the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources. Till October
2000. 86 ongoing minor irrigation schemes were completed at an

estimated cost of Rs.11.21 crores resulting in creation of an additional

potential of 12,745 hectares.

artment of Fisherics is execuling a number of
fish in this State from its
nual demand

36. The Dep
schemes to augment the production of

ent level of 1.6 lakh tons against the present an

pres
chemes also aim at the socio

estimated at 2.64 lakh tons. These s
/ST people including provision of self

sently under implementation are for
evelopment of community tanks,
t of beels and open water fisheries,
d support to Assam

cconomic upliftment of SC
employment. The major schemes pre
development of farmers’ ponds, d
demonstration projects, developmen
besides technical manpower development an
Agriculture University for research activities.

37. In the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary sector, priority is
being given to the improvement of the quality of livestock so as to
increase the production of milk, meat, eggs and milk products.
Through World Bank assistance, schemes have been implemented for
the artificial insemination of 1,15.601 cattle. The Dairy Development
Department has been engaging itself with the procurement of rurally
produced milk at remunerative prices and the distribution of clean
wholesome milk to urban CONSUMmers through town milk supply
schemes. The Department is also implementing a massive milk
production scheme, viz., Milk village Scheme, all over the State, and a
100 percent Central Sector Scheme, viz., Integrated Dairy Development
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Project in the hilly and backward arcas of the state

( (’Hll)) TN te 1l
districts at a total cost of Rs.12.6 crores.

Poverty Alleviation Programme :

38. The State Government has been according gy,
priority to alleviation of rural poverty and upliftment of (1}, (quality ot
life of the rural poor. Since the problems of poverty anc Hiemployiment
are closely interrelated, stress has been lafd on the  crengo, ol selt

employment and wage employment opportunitics through restrgerured
programmes like

highest

Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY).
Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana (JGSY) and Employmeny Assurance
Schemes (EAS). Importance has also been given to the Indira Awas
Yojana (IAY) for providing dwelling houses to the homeless, shelterless
people. During 1999-2000, Rs.442.22 crores, including o St share of
Rs.54.67 crores, were released for these schemes. This fund was nsed
for assisting 1152 self help groups and 5502 familics under SGSY, and
for the creation of Rs.132.86 lakh and Rs.148.52 lakh mandays of
employment under JGSY and EAS respectively. As many as :3‘;’.7f-1:¥
dwelling houses were constructed and 16,804 houscs W(',.r(‘ upgraded

under IAY. During the current financial year, up to the
September 2000, 48 self

under SGSY, ] 1.801
lakh mandays wer
houses have been

month of
help groups and 505 familics were assisted

akh mandays were created under JGSY while 41.64
€ created under EAS. Moreover 16,165 dwelling
been upgradeq newly constructed and 7,701 c}wclling houses have
under SGsy ha;lnder IAY. Special programmes in the Central Sector
Muga Yarn € been launched for boosting the production of Eri and
(Golden Threaqd Scheme).
;::233.40 C’Il:f)l:e:: leventh Finance Commission has awarded a sum of
‘t OVer the period 2000-2005 as local body grants to

supplement the Fesources of the rural panchayats.

Roads anq Bridges :

40. The Government is aware that roads are critical for

development more SO in the cage of remote, backward and land locked
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areas like the North East. Consequently, despite severe funds
constraint, the State government has been releasing substantial funds
tor the development of roads and bridges. With a view to giving a boost
to the construction of roads and RCC bridges in the State, the
Government has been availing loan from NABARD under the RIDF
Schemes. So far, loans have been taken for the construction of 44
bridges under RIDF-IL 13 bridges under RIDF-1II, 39 bridges under
RIDE-IV. 43 bridges under RIDF-V alongwith six arterial rural roads
with a total length of 110.10 kms. Until December 2000. 50 of these

bridges had been completed.

Under ARIASP, the State Government has taken up
ads and 209 bridges against the total

So far 80 bridges and
al 60 kms of

41.
habilitation of 738 kms of ro

ation of Rs.273.50 crores for rural roads.
132.82 kms. of roads have been completed and an addition
roads and 25 bridges arc likely to completed by the end of March 2001.
The remaining works arc expected to be completed by December 2001.

ntation of the Indo Bangladesh Border Roads
and Fencing Project in Dhubri and Karimganj districts is continuing.
and till date, 147.74 kms of fencing, 83 bridges. and 110.48 kms. of
roads have been completed. The Phase-I of the Project is expected to be

finished by March 2001.

re
alloc

42. The impleme

Flood Control :

The problem of floods is endemic in many parts of the
s the problem more acute and persistent than in
ds during the year 2000 caused 59 breaches
cuts in both the Brahmaputra and Barak
idespread damage to cultivable and

life and property. The BrahmaPUtra
kle the

43.
country, but nowhere i

the State of Assam. Floo
due to erosion and 12 public
Valleys., besides causing W

homestead lands, communication,
Board, which was established by the Government of India to tac

flood problem and draw up 2 master plan, has so far undertaken
project formulation and prepared project reports for Dehang, Subansiri,
Pagladia and Tipaimukh projects. While Pagladia pam Project has been
agreed to be taken up during the Oth Plan, earnest efforts are being
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made to persuade the Government of India to take up the remggning
mega projects.

44 During the current year. emphasis Is being given 1o

completing 74 ongoing schemes at various stages ol implementanion
besides constructing 3 km of new embankments and 10 ant eraoston
schemes under the State Annual Plan. The State Government also
receives Central Loan Assistance for the cexecution of flood control
schemes in the Central Sector. Due to the continuing ¢fforts of the State
Government, the Government of India has agreed to change the h”"l“.u:,
pattern from this year and has sanctioned grants instead of loans for
the remaining period of Ninth Plan. This funding pattern envisages a 90
percent Central : 10 percent State share with the entire Central share
being in the form of grants. The Government of India has been funding,
25 schemes with a tota] estimated cost of Rs.64.91 crorces since 1998-99
under the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources.

Power :

45,
and recent
the thresho

In Consohance with the policy of the Government of India
developments in some States, Assam's power sector s on
1d of an ambitious reforms and restructuring programme.
The Government has approved a policy which, inter alia, envisages the.
Setting up of an Assam Power Corporation to take up all the functions of
generation ang transmissjon of the present ASEB. While the
transrnjssion function Wwill remain in the public sector, the generation
function coulg be openeq to private participation through the j