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to state—

Proceedings of the fourteenth Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly assembled after the Fifth General
Elections under Sovereign Democratic Republican 'Consti-
tution of India.

The House met in the Aésem'bly Chamber, Dispur,
Gauhati on Monday, the 16th February, 1976 with the
Speaker in the Chair, 13 (thirteen) Ministers, 5 - (five)
Ministers of State, 1 (one) Deputy Minister, 58 (fiifty eight)
members present. : : .

STARRED
QUESTIONS. AND ANSWERS

Date ;- 16th February, 1976

Starred QUestioﬁ Nos. 52, 53 and 54 were not put,

' the members being absent.

Re: Venture Elementary Scheols
Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR asked :

*55. Will the Minister-in-charge of Egucation be pleased
(a) Whether the Government have decided to take
over Venture Elementary Schools ?
(b) If so, the total number of Venture Elementary

Schools to be taken over during the financial yeat‘?_

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister)
replied : ' : - :
55. (a)- No.

(b)—Does not arise. .
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Smti.- PRANITA TALUKDAR.—Sir, in _reply to
question (a) the Chief Minister has replied - that = %
Government have. not decided o  take over the
Venture Elementary Schools. But I know,. Sir, last year r
some Venture L. P.Schools were taken over by the
Government. Now, may I know, Sir, the total number
of Venture Schools taken over last year subdivision-wise?

Shri SARAT GHANDRA SINH : (Chief Minister).—
The Sub-division-wise figures are not with me. The “schools
that were recognised by the Elementary Education Board
were only taken over under the Elementary Education Act l

So far as the Venture L. P. Schools were concerned, the
Government are trying to make a survey. Only after
completion of this survey it will be rossible for the GoV-
ernment to consider the question of taking over such
schools.

-~ Shri PREMDHAR BORA.—Will the Chief Minister
in-charge of Education be pleased to enlighten the Houst
regarding the existing number of Venture L. P. Schools

in the State ?

o L SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief -Ministeiigs
Sir, we are making survey, '

Shri PREMADHAR BORA —Sir, th resent Policy
regar ing taking over of Venture L.,PTL gch%olss is Opl,l the
f(i)il‘Slsthof area-cum-population. May I know, Sir, whether N
roviding PUrPose of Temoving regional disparity and for
ProViding better facilities to the Schedulcd Castes, Sche-

duled Tribeg and Qth
SRl er Backwa s t esent
Poll‘?y 1S te-considerded ? T C_IaS i

gir. 1M SARAT CHANDRA SINHA : (Chief Minister).—
I, 1t has been provided in the Constitution that Primary
Bducanons o be made avajlable free to all sections
of the People. Sir, it has been the endeavour of the ;
Government to take over all the schools, but then, Sir,
for obvious reasons it is not possible for the Government \
to take over _all the schools at a time. As such in the
matter, of taking over, priority has been fixed, and while
fixing priority the question of backwardness Of the area
and the ,population covered will be taken into consideration.
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Shri. DULAL CHANDRA KHOUND.—Sir, I have
understood the policy enunciated by the Chief Minister,
But, Sir, there arc some Venture L. 'P. Schools started by
the jpeople Which are running continuously for 2/3 years.
So, will it not be better for the Government to  take
over the existing schools, and then to make a policy so
that no mushroom growth of schools is possible ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister).—
Sir, I fully appreciate the point of view of Shri Khound. -
But With a view to take over all the schools the Govern-

ment are making a survey, ond afier coinpletion of the

survey only, it will be possible for the Government to
take over the schools in a phased manner.

Shri MAL CHANDRA * PEGU.— Whether Government
has received lists of Venture L. P, Schools from the res-
pective Deputy Inspector of Schools.?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister)—I
think so, Sir, but the number is not with me now.

Starred Question Nos. 56. 57 and 38 were not put
the members being absent. ;
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_ Starred Qhestion No. 60 was not put, the member
>ing absent. '

Re : Work Experience Programme
Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR asked :
*61. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
- state— : et
(a) The local amount spent for the work experience.
ogramme at some High or M. E. Schools last year ?

(b) How much amount will be spent during this finan-
1l year ? :

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister) replied :
61. (a)—Rs. 2,00,000 (Rupees two lakhs) only.

(b)—Rs. 3,65,000 (Rupees three lakhs sixtyfive thou-
nd) only.

Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR.—May I know whe-
.+ the amount of Rs. 2,00,000 spent for the work
perience programme had been actually utilised properly
- the schools ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Minister).—
e have not received any report otherwise.
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Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU.—What was the basis

on which the grants for the work experience programme
distributed ? '

Shri. S{HRAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Msnister).—
The basis is the general one; we wanted to introduce the
programme and some schools were selected.

Shrimati PRANITA TALUDAR.— Whether any directios

was given by the Government in regard to the utilisaticr
of this grant ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Miinister). —
Yes, definitely, direction was given.

. Shrimati PRANITA TALUKDAR.—Whether the pur-
view of the selection of schools for this work experience

programme Was confined to High or Higher Secondary
schools ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chief Miinister).—
We selected High Schools only. :

; Starred Question’ No. 62 was not fput, the member
being absent. : : : :
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The Cachar Flood Control Bord is composed with:—
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Chief Minister, Assam, ‘ Chajrman.
Minister, Flood Control, Assam  Vice Chairman:
Minister, PWD, Assam ) Member.

Minister, TAD, Assam = ~ NMiember.

Joint Secretary to the Government of

India, Ministry of Agriculture & Irrigation. .I\Jember.
Development Commissioner, Hill Areas Member.

Secretary to the Government of Assam, Member.

IFlood Control Department.

Secretary to the Government of’ ' Member.
Assam. Finance Department.

Secretary to the Government of Member.
Assam, Revenue Department.

Secretary to the Government of Niember.
Assam, ‘P & D Department.

Secretary to the Government of . Member.
Assam, Irrigation Department. :
Director of Soil Conservation, Assam Member.
Chief Engineer/Addl. Chief Member-Secretary.

Eng ineer, Cachar & Hills,
Flood Control, Assam.
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA KI—IOUND —~We have been_
discussing the marketing of jute goods. Jute goods being
an exportable commodity when we develope the jute
industry will it not be  possible to - participate in the

export programme ?

'Shri CHATRASING TERON.—That is possible,
undoabtedly poss ble and that will have to be explored.
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OBITUARY REFERENCE

Mr. SPEAKER -Question Hour is over. Now item
No. 2—obituary reference. ~ '

* Shri SARAT CHANDRA SINHA (Chlef Mmlster)
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with a heavy heart I rise to mourn
he death of an illustrious son Of Assam, Shri- Moinul
Haque Choudhury. The sad news came as a bolt  from-
the blue. State of Assam was overwhelmed with deep
grief. We could not believe. that his end would come so’
prematurely and depart from us so suddenly :

Sir, I had he privilege of working together with him
ever since he started his activities in the political field.
I have found in him an able leader, a talented speaker,

* Speech not COrrected.
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- a great thinker and a brilliant lawyer. Whenever ‘he spoke,
‘hespcke, with  Grm conviction, Heis well-known for his |
fearlessness in expression of his opinion His genius immedi- ;!
ately brouhgt him to the limelight of political ficid from
the -district t0 the State and from the State to the
‘mational forum. On account of his high calibre, his service !
was found useful in the internationai spheres. He repre-- |
- sented India ‘n the U. N. O. and led various diplomatic |
missions abroad. His contribution to the nation both at
.home and abroad will be remembered by the people and
his setvices will remain a land mark in the hational history.
His»-speeches in the national and international forum will O
femain as livng memory of his  great contributions to
‘the cause of the nation _ : T B

~ He was a great rpatriot and worked actively for
maintaining communal harmony and national Integration:.
~ As a leader loved by all 'sections of people, be was a. |
- cementing force. His contribution for national integration

and consolidation of secularism in the country .is .indeed [!
very great. o , ke

At the critical juncture of the famous Congress Split,
unhasitatingly he supported the  progressive  elements.
. His constant efforts as a -leader of the Congress Organi-
‘sation enabled Assam Pradesh Congress Committec to
" consoridate its ‘position and wnaintain the integrity .of
the Organisation. - - , : R

: o . o ;
.~ He was a great administrator - ‘As a member of Assam !
‘Cabinet, his administratjve ability has been well-known to .
the people. He has also shown his unique administrative
" ability in the Union Cabinet. o . IR
- The State of Assam enrished by what h¢ has - done :

has become poorer by his death: Assam lost a. great |

emihent leader-India a great diplomat. ‘

With these words I dee}tnly. condole the death of ,ang
Pay respectful homage to the genius of the departg !

-

~comrade.

Sir, as a mark of respect to the departed leader I
Propose that the House may adjourn for the rest of the '

.day after the cbituary  reference. r
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* Shyi GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA —Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of this side of the  House We

associate  ourselves in the obituary 'referehce. Shri -
Moniul Haque Choudhury = Was 50 well-known 10
all of us that a. iong - recitetion  of his various

activities and achievements is not necessary.. Shri Haque
Chaudhury was .n erudite schular and intellectual, a deft
politician,” a deft stateasman and a successful parliamentaran
and -administrator. In his death  not only Assam, but
India has lost a great-son and a great leader.

He excelled in his activities not only in this State but also
showed his  brilliance in. the national sphere and had
given valuable contributions in the United Nations and
various diplomatic activities that he had undertaken. -We
condole his death and express our ieartfelt condolences
and senSe of oncness with the members of the bereaved_
family, T agree fully with the suggestion given by the
Chief Minister that as a mark of respect to the departed
comrade we should adjourn the House after the Obituary
Reference. : .
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Shri DULAT, CHANDRA KHOUND.—Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I fully associate myself as well as my party with the
sense condolence expressed by the Leader of the House. Mr.

] Haque ChOudllUry was one Of the ablest DOliC‘iCal leaders Of
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younger  generation, Both friends and enemies had to
récoghise it and at his = premature demise not only the
the State but the country has become p orer, I convey
my heartfelt condojence and Sympathy to the members of the
bereaved . family anq I also record my — support to the
suggestion put fopward by the Leader of the House.
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. Shri MAL CHANDRA PEGU.— Mr, Speaker, Sir, :
I also associate myself at the. deep sense of sorrow at
- the sudden and premature .demise of .Mr. Moinil Haque
Choudhury former Minister of the Assam .Government and {
- of ‘the Central Government. When I came 'to the Assembly |
for the first time in 1952 Mr. Choudhury also came to the|
Assembly for the first time in 1952, When I again became |
ML.A. n 1962 I met Mr. Haque Choudhury. I happcned to|
* Come into contact with Mr. Chouhury in ‘the Assembly for a
‘period’ of 10 years. Mr. Choudhury was not -only an able
- administrator but also an able Parliamentarian "with elo-!
quent voice. He was a quick brained man and could |
dispose of any matter then and there that was brought |
to his notice. He -was unlike other administrators Who |
keep people suspended. Whatever was to be done . was |
"~ done in the very. presence of the person coming to him
- for solution of any matter. Mr. Haque Choudhury was
also a very successful lawyer besides being an able Per-
liamentarian. and an able administrator. In his premature |
demise the country " has lost an able Parliamentarian, '
administrator and also an eminent lawyer. I condole the"
premature death of, Mr. Haque Choudhury and :convey -
my -heartfelt Sympathy to the bereaved family of Mr. |
‘Haque Choudhury. May hjs departed soul rest in peace. |

, Mr. SPEAKER.—I associate myself with the feelings.
and sentiments expressed by the Honourable Leader and '
" other members of the House on the premature death of
Shfi Moinul Haque Choudhury, M. P. |

~ Born in 1923 ‘in the district of Cachar, Shri ~Ch0!}°
dbury was educated in Cotton College, Gauhati, Presi-
~dency College, Calcutta and the University of Aligarh from
which he obtained Master degree in History and Political
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‘Scicnce. He also obtained the Degree of Law from  that

University. He h~d a brilliant academic career and he
distinguished himself as a successful debator. -Initially he
had set up his legal practice at Silchar and later enrolled
himself as Advocate of the Gauhati High Court and Sup-
reme Court.

Shri Choudhury was the General Secretary, All India
Muslim Students’ Federation till the partition of India and
Jater he joined -the Congress. He was a member of Local
and “unicipal Boards, Silchar. He has been a member

of the Assam Legislative, Assembly continuously for- 19

years Since 1952 till he was elected to Lok Sabha in 1971.
He was a Cabinate “Ainister in the Covernment of Assam
and he held very important portfolios. He was an able
administrator of which- he was the ’dinjster. He was also
appointed as Union Minister for Industrial Development
in arch, 1971 and he resigned from that post in July,

1972.

As the Country’s Industrial Development Minister, he
laid great emphasis on the tole of medium and  small
scale industries and for their developmeit he succeeded in
obtaining sOme import concession, :

Shri Choudhury represented India in a mumber of
International Forums. He was one of the Members to the
. N. General Assembly in  the years 1960 and 1567.
In 1968 he was chosen as the TLeader of Indian Good
will Delegation to Soudi Arabia and. in 1969 he ledsthe
Indian Delegation to the Ismalic Summit Conference held
in Kuala Luompur. He was also chosen as the Prime
Minister’s Special envoy to several European Countries to
‘explain Indian’s position on Bangladesh and he- succeeded
jn this assignment to the satisfaction ‘of all. T

Shri Choudhury was also connected with many social
educational instituti ns. I do not find words to describe
the lows capsed 1o Assam due to the death of this dis-
tinguished parliamentarian at an early age of 5% 1 con—
dole his - premature passing away and offer condolences
to the memhber of the bereaved family. :

W
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 -#s & mark of respect to the great -departed soul, I
~request the Hon’ble members to rise in their seats for.
! opne minute to pay our homage to him. (The members -
- Tose in their seats and observed one minute silence.)

. Now. as agreed to by the House, I adjourn the .
House till 10 a. m. tomorrow and after the.adjournment :
- 1 want.to call the meeting of the Business Advisory.
- . Committee and therefore, I request the members of the
. ‘Committee to proceed to my room. R T

ADJOURNMENT

. The House ther rose at 1101 A.M. and stood adjourned -
_ till 10. A. M. on Tuesday, the 17th February,. 1976..

plegm s | P, D. BARUA, .
- Pispur ¢ - , .. _Secretary, . ..
. ;"‘I'l:ep 16th February, 1976, -  Assam Legislative Assembly.
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